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Orthodox Lutheran Conference

“we can d0 nothing against the tRuth, sut for the truth”

Office of the President
12 Highview Dr.

The Rev., Paul Bloedel : Ballwin, lo.

208 N. Ackermann Feb. 10, 1956

Empire, Oregon

Dear Pastor Bloedel:

The special convention of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference, meeting on
Feb. 4, 1956, in Minneapolis, Minn., regretfully declared the ofr ice of Presi-
dent vacant and chose me to serve out the rest of the current term of the Presi-
dency of the Conference., It.falls to me to convey to you information concerning
a convention resolution which affects you.

The convention resolved to transfer the work of the ORTHODOX LUTHERAN to

liinneapolis, Minn., in the interest of economy and service. You were therefore

relieved of your duties as editor of the church paper of the Orthodox Lutheran
Conference. The Rev. O. G. Schupmann will, as the new editor, direct the work
of the 0.L. in Minneapolis.

The printer in Coos Bay, the News Press, has heen notified that his services
will no longer be needed for the ORTHODOX LUTHERAN.

Whatever you can do to help bMr. Luft speed the transfer of the business
office to Minneapolis will be greatly appreciated., ill you kindly also help
Mr. Luft, as well as his predecessor, Rev. E. Hallstein, get a complete audit
of their 0.L. records for Treasurer llacDonald? Such an audit should be more
than a verbal statement that the records have been examined and fourd correct.
There should be a fﬂﬁncial statement with details of income and disbursements,
showing a proper balance. The records should be checked fpr accuracy in entry
and posting of receipts and subscriptions, remittances to the O0.L.C. treasurer,
checks and bank statements, vouchers for expenses, and so on. Both husiness
managers who served under you should submit such a report as soon as possible,

In the name:of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference I may add that the service
which you, as editor of the ORTHODOX LUTHERAN, rendered the Conference, to
promote the purposes of the paper and the aims of the Conference, is hereby
acknowledged with thanks.

I remain yours

Ever for the full truth of the Word,

Plprt . Sehfriaecan

Albert M. Schupmann, President
The Orthodax Lutheran Conference

Concordia Lutheran Conference Archives 03/2016
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HELGE THOMSEN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

309 NIC-Q-LAKE BUILDING *» 5 WEST LAKE STREET
MINNEAPOLIS 8, MINNESDTA

COLFAX 1141

February 4, 1957

Reverend P, R, Bloedel
208 N, Ackerman Street
Empire, Oregon

re: The Orthodox Lutheran

Dear Reverend Bloedel;

<
3 In connection with other work which I am doing for the Orthodox
{s Lutheran Conference, I have been instructed to request from you
é certain subscription lists and card index file of the Orthodox
Lutheran, they would also like to receive the masthead for the
- g publication the Orthodox Lutheran.
: 8 These items may be sent to me in care of the above address.
8
o
- § Sincerely yours,
< .
: /0
. <

HT:Jjs

cc: Mr, August Luft
1133 Oregon Street
Coos Bay, Oregon

Answer: This is to inform you that the matter referred to in your letter of
3-4-57 Feb. 4 has been referred to the President of our conference for the

proper consideration and subsequent ection.
Very truly yours,

P. R. Bloedel

Concordia Lutheran Conference Archives 03/2016
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5354 North 2lat Street
Milwaukee 6, Wigoonsin
February 6, 1957

Brethren, eongregations and pastors of the CLOs

Yostorday I reteived a sommunication from Mr. Helge Thomsen, Attorney
at law, 509 Nio-o~lako Building, S5 West Lake Strest, Minneapolis 8, Minnesota, under
date of February 4, 1957, Res Orthodox Lutheran Oonfersnce. The text followss

Dear Rovorend Mghlborgs ~ In oomnegtion with other work which I am doing in hehalf
of the Orthodox Lutharan Qonferenste, I ha w been instructed to raquest from you the
so-talled Prosidents File or resords of the Orthedox Lutheran Oonforence gentali
oorreapondense and regords from the ingeption thereof in September of 1951 to the
break in January of 1986, = This file may be forwarded to me at the above address.

, ' 8incerely pours, (8igned) Helge Themsen -

At ti:ia time I em rosponding briefly to Mr. Thomsen, asknowledging
his letter and stating that I will give it my immodiate attention. -

14 seema to me .that hefore I oan aot on this request I should have
some indication of your eollective foelings in tho mattsr. AL cur Convention in
Wilmot lagt yoar I did in my Anmmal Report officially lay thio matter of the filas
bofors you for your final disposition, but gomchow we failed $o transact this im-
portant plede of husiness during that Oonvention. 8o now I muat, moed regretfully,
gcme t0 you in this late and ineconvenient hour with tho requost that you advise
me immediately as to what Gouraso of astion I chould take as your Presidant.

We gould inform the faction's legal representative, Mre Thomsen, that
wa beliove that tho files rightfully beleng tc us besause we have oontinusd loyal %o
the prineiples upon whioch the original Oprthedox Lutheran Oonference was founded, that
we for this reasen gontimied to hold to the original name of that body after the fastion
group separated from us. We agould sxplain 40 him further that we eontinued to hold te
the name, Orthodox Lutheran Oonforense, until it baceme evident to us that the faetion
wvag gontimudng to use that name for iteslf, too, and that this astion on its part was
eausing great gonfusion and offonne bsfors the general public. That it beceme evident
to us that by gchanging the nsme of our body and by reorganizing we would be able to
boetter corva the true interests of owr Lord's Kingdom without repudiating the true
gpirit of the original Orthodox luthsran OGonforences That we believe that reore
ganiging our church body and changing ito name chould not, under the girsumghaon
notessarily involve a forfoiting of our rights of ownorship on the property: in quest:
which we have up %o now held as tho rightful pocsessors. Ue might state further to-
Mr. Thomesn, that Af, now, in apite of our pesition mentioned ahove, the fastion group,
wnich persists in elinging to the bare nsmo of Orthodor Lutheran Oonforence, is threugh
him intending to bring legal astion againot us if wo do not surronder these files to it,
then, rather than besome involvaed in a worldly eourt action with it, wo will peacably
yield %o its requeste Wo will do this in the spirit of our 8avior's exhortation,
Matthew S, 201 ®If any man wil sue thes at the law, and take away thy coat, let
him have thy oloke also.? : :

00002 4
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Maybe the above axplanations are not abaolutely necessary, seaing they
have, in offect, already been oxpressed publiely in THE AGREEMENT, Thoy might, how-
ever, well gerve to keop the record 6lear in this transasction. The questicn ocours
to me, would such statements already poseibly entangle us legally? Please eriticize
oonatruotively, correet, oliminate, or replace whare you think it necessary in order
40 best meet our problem. Kindly respond as soon as possible. May the Lord blass
and keop us all and grant ue grago to fulfil His Wi1ll{ In His name, greotingsl

Yours most gordially gnd fratemally,

B. bs Mohlberg, Presid

Cohcordia Lutheran Conference Archives 03/2016
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208 F. Ackerman Street,
Empire, Oregen

The Rev. E. L. Mehlberg /A7

President, Concordia Intheran Conference
3354 North 21st Street

Milvaukee 6, Wisconsin

Dear brether Mehlberg,

This is a somevhat late answer to your air-mail, speclal-delivery letter of Feb.
6th re the request of the Minneapolis attorney, Holge Thomsen, in behalf of the Minneapolis
faction for the President's file. I also recsived & letter from the same attorney written
on Feb, 4, 1957, requesting the subscription list, the index £ile, and the OL masthead.

As yet, I have neither acknowledged or answered the attorney's letter. A

Ye of St. Paul's congregation, Empire, Oregon, feel that we should net give in se
readlly at the very first wiggle of an atterney's pen. His letter is not at ell in the
nature of a lav suit but merely states that "in connection with other work vhich I em doing
for the Orthodox Iumtheran Cenfersence,?® (undeubtedly with regard to their much publicized.
incorporation) I have been instructed to request from you etc.” His letter, therefors,
(theugh it may be a feeler) is no more on a legal level than any other letter written by
any other persen. Ve feel that we should not semd the stuff immediately upen their request
or even upen their threat to sue us, dbut that ve may just as well dbide sur time until they
actually de sue us. There is then still plenty of &ime to send all that they request, leck,
stock, and bdarrel. This puts the entire burden of the suit upen them and e will net dbe
obligated finacielly in any way because the matter will not be drought to-fotel if we send
all the stuff to them before the date of the hearing. O0f what purpese wénld a trial be if
all the goods for vhich they sued i8 in their pessession at the time ef the trial. The
trial would have %o be called off, the Minneapelis faction would have to bear the expense
ef paying their atterney, and ve weuld be vindicated dby a clear recerd of the tramsactien.

We fesl, therefore, that the situation sheuld proceed somevhat along the follewing
steps: ‘
1. VYeit until the Minneapsalis faction actuelly sues us and summons
us to appear in ceurt.

2. If and vhen such a suit is f£il2d against us, we sheuld ejther send
the attorney a letter stating that they may have the material any
time they want i1t even though it dees not rightfully belong te them

but that they, ef course,must come and get — which I am sure is
legally proper vhen it pertains to material which is eut of state;
or we could simply send a2ll the meterial they vant together with a
letter for the record similar to the one sugsges8ed in your letter
of Feb, 6th., This material should, hewever, be send by registered
mail and the registration slip kept en file.

Yo shonld remember in our dealings with the Minneapolis faction that we did stand
the expense of the debt ewed to the Milbank printer and that we should not give them the
eppertunity to say that we simply sent the material to them upon their request and that they
did not even threaten te sue us. Such a situation could be used greatly to our digadvantage
and to a hindrance of our cause. If a different gr@cedure hewever, is followed UY our
President in this matter we will net object but will give him our wholshearted approval.

With cordial brotherly greetings,

Concordia Lutheran Conference Archives 03/2016
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Orthodox lutheran Conference

“we can 00 nothing aganst the truth, But for the thuth”

3354 North 2lst Street
Milwaukee 6, Wisconsin
November 6, 1955

Dear Brother Pault
Thank you for your Reformation Day letter.

Yes, Dr. Kretzmann refuses to meet, that appears to be
final with him. Dave and I have now officially requested the Béard
of Theos Education to plead with him to cooperate with the decision
of the Bdard of Directors in this matter. Let us hope and pray that
the Doctor will change his impossible attitude in order that we can
work toward a Godepleasing settlement of the controversye.

Your thoughts in the matter of the OL business management
are agreeable to me. However, I have been wondering whether it would not
be good wisdom on our part to try to conform to the order so far adhered
to in our midst, namely, that the editor and the bus. manager continue
as o separate personse Wouldn't it be possible for you to recommend
one of your voters to me who might be able to sarry on this work with
your assistance?

Greetings in Christ to you, your family, and your flock.

Fraternally yours,

E. L, Mehlberg

cc. HDM

P3S. : .
Please enter in the next OL a notice of my change
of address. The above gddress is the correct one.

Thanks. ~ELM

03/2016



|ID#000024-Page 000008

Reformation Day -
3 b W 208 B, Ackermen 8t.
Bupire, Oregon

The Rev. E. 1. Mehlberg
5306 North 36th Street
Milvaukee 9, Wiscomsin

Dear brother Mehlberg,

Yell, as expected, Dp. Kpetzmann refuses as¢ vith you, Dave,
and Helly (ss the board intended) and he wil! cg ‘ to come to any
such meeting until the charges mede agninst hirA havk bsen vibthdraby. One of
ny menbers correctly reparked that if the chaprged vers vithdrawp, what then

vould be the purpese of the mseting! ?

The nov-fengled defense of th position boik / Kretgmannts
= latest releese and Mec's article ipA Fe8e AT is cersairly following the
§ pattern: YIf one methed doesn't gb X another. ¥ - by vhich cenfusion
= is being hezped upon confusion.
- é #ol fellowship and church fellov-
o ¢ and to side~track the entire
betueen confessional fellowship
< »€% our badly befuddled faculty
: coh{essional followship entells end demands.
et g Mo its proper perspective I am thinking
gters which wvere exchanged between Pastor
# August Convention (together with my own
f digest throughout the 0.1.C. Perhaps you
his line.
'RG eiberdgsue of the 0.I. will be printed here in Coos Bay. It
will cost only apnrcx. $100per tssue $0 heve the O.l. printed here — just asbout
$50 cheaper then & bapl’and $200 choeper then we were paying the printer in

pe, God willing, to keep the O.L. going so that in the event

Minneepolis.,
in reality, is already hers) ve will heve the complete mailing

of a split (whid ‘

I bad suggested Ottomer for the job of Business ilemeger of the O.L.
but I think the 0.L.%s will get out sconer if they erec sent direetly to the sub- ~
scribers from here. 1 heve, therefore, asked Helly to send me everything pere
taining to the Business Menager's job and, vith your aprointment, I will be willing
to take over in such capacity as long as the printéng is done out here on the coast.
Hy congregation hes elready consented to help me with the addressing job.

Crestings to you, your femily, end your flock -~ UBe strong and of
good courage; bYe not efreid, neither bs thou dismeyed: for the lord thy God is
vith thee vhithersoever thou goest.!

1ove,

Cc- m}ﬂ. Po B- Bloedel

Concordia Lutheran Conference Archives 03/20106
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208 H. Ackerman Street
Empire, Oregon

December 5, 1955

To Pastors lehldorz, liensing, Shufelt, Eauatein, Schaefer, I&atterar, & Daniels,
Dsar Brethren: ' '

the Eansteinnﬁfetam eontroveray My position end the poit Xon 0f' St.’ Peul"s con=
gregetion hore in Empire is simply this: Ve continug $a_regeyd P
brother in the foith in spite of the inaistence on thé '.G \$a ,, IP. K., ond
others that ve sclmowledge our position as sinful and Imst repent 6R it by Bacember
3ist. We gtemd on the side of thosec who desire @personal neGting bdyyiee: \
halistein end Pr. Frotdrann t¢ discuss the isspss. of the controverdy in g Christien
nanney according to the suggestion of the Bopfd of B '

so vehenmently oppose sueh a meeting as stun
end as not ‘beirg bonn ﬁde members of the

5% %o do vith the Orthadox Inthoran?

The simtion which now ho!
impossibility for us to eontimxe )

Brethren, if we all work teogether it wm pog
printing our official periadical padit

of the Truth. Oup printer he Y

The charges for printing o gt

mtter to the lowd 1n pmye
cause in your pidst.

P.8. Plense reply et ? eerlicst cenvenience so that ve mey know whether or not
to contimue with the printing of the O.L. Ve suggest that you scnd a copy of
your reply te Pestor ¥. I. lehlbere.

Concordia Lutheran Conference Archives 03/2016
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512 S.2nd St.,0SKALOOSA, Ia.,12-11-55.

The Rev.P.R.Bloedel, Editor and
Mr.August Luft,Bus.Mgr. of
The 6rthodox Lutheran.

Dear Brethren,

Your kind letter of Dec.5th reach us early last week and warmed
our hearts. It was not possible to lay the matter before our congregation
untll today and all rejoiced in your truly Christian and brotherly communica-
tion, We too unanimously hold that Pastor Hallstein 1s our brother in the
faith and have no fear of the consequences of so holding. Surely he has Just
as good a right to withdraw from his personal membership in our Orthodox
Lutheran Conference as the Chesterfield congregation did a couple of years
ago. They gave no explanation of their act, Neither shall he be required to
do so, They returned when things worked out to their satisfaction. And he
has the same privilege. And whether he does or not we recognlize his position
in the present controversy as Seriptural and correct and shall continue to
regard him as a true Christian brother in the faith so long as he continues
in his devoted loyalty to truth and to his Savior's Word,

Now as to your problem of the Orthodox ILutheran, we are in favor of con=-
tinuing the publication and are ready to help all we can. But we feel that we
need a little more light on Just what the situation is and what is needed.

We are supposipg that the charge that no moneys have been sent to the Confer-
ence treasurer and that the printing bill is owver $500.00 in the red in not
an altogether true picture of the situation. Could you not give us the facts
as to just how true or untrue that picture is?

(*since Coference)

Our congregation is not large(only about a dozen members) but we very
much wish the Orthodox Lutheran to continue and to contimie in the hands of
the bona fide members of the OLC and we are anxious to do all we can to hefip
keep 1t going and growing to the glory of God.

You will undoubtedly receive simlilar replies from the other pastor whom
you addressed and can give us all a true picture of conditions and of needs
when you are able to plan on the basis of those replies. We shall look to
hear from you again very soon in the whole matter.

Your brethren in Christ,

Holy Trinity Orthodox Lutheran Church
of Oskaloosa.

49' Ennet &

Ernest Shufelt, stor
ce to President Mehlberg.

Concordia Lutheran Conference Archives 03/2016
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St. Joh's Grthodox Lutheran Chuech

(ORTHODOX LUTHERAN CONFERENCE)

THY WORD IS TRUTH

M. L. NATTERER. 6TH AND TANGENT
PASTOR LEBANON, OREGON

PHONE 6003

Dec. 23, 1955

Dear Brother Bloedel:

In a special voter's meeting on Monday evening, Dec. 12, 1955, the
Hallstein-Kretzmann was discussed at great length. The latest per—
tinent correspondence from Dr. Kretzmann and Pastor 0.G.Schupmamn was
read and considered. The voters felt that it is not according to dec-—
ency and order, I Cor. 14:40, for Dr. Kretzmann and Pastor 0.G.Schup-
mann ba conduct a special referendum of the pastors and congregations
with regard to the present controversy; it is their opinion that Dr.
Kretzmann should abide by the resolution of the Board of Directors per—
sonally to meet with Brother Hallstein. The dictatorial letters of
Dr. Kretzmann and Pastor 0.G.Schupmann demanding that we stale our
position "by Dec. 31, 1955" will not be answered until after that so-
called "deadline." -

Tt was furthermore decided in this special meeting that for the present,
we shall send our OLC money to help defray the expenses of our Orthodox
Lutheran paper.

Almighty, merciful, and gracious God and Father, with our whole heart

we beseech Thee for all who have forsaken the Christian faith, all who

have wandered from any portion thereof, or are in doubt or temptation
through the corruptors of Thy Word, that Thou wouldest wvisit them as a
Father, reveal unto them their error, and bring them back from their
wanderings, that they, in singleness of heart, taking pleasure alone

in the pure truth of Thy Word, may be made Rise thereby unto everlasting
life through faith in Jesus, Thy Son, our blessed Savior and Redeemer. Amen.

— X NN KN
Concordia Lutheran Conference Archives (CLCA)

P.S. Enclosed is a check for Fraternally,

$19.53 from the congregation. /V P W
cce E.M.3 H.D.M.

Concordia Lutheran Conference Archives 03/2016
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Orthodox Lutheran Conference

“We can b0 nothing against the thuth, But for the truth”

3354 North 2lst Street
Milwaukee 6, Wisconsein
December 26, 1955

The Reve P. R. Bloedel
208 North Ackermann St.

Empire, Oregon

Dear Brother Paul:

Your ocirecular of December 5th reached me. I have discussed the
We, toog regard Pastor Hallstein as a brother

matter with my congregation.

in the faithe We believe that those who oppose a discussion meeting
between PEK and Hallstein or between PEK and those who have taken Hallstein's
part in the original charge are truly guilty of violating the law of Christian

love: and order.

We urge you to continue printing the OL. We stand behind this cause
with our prayers and gifis. Please pardon my great delay in bringing you
our response. ‘

Thank you very much for sending me a copy of the complete
correspondence in the current controversy. Our voters worked through this
material this afternoon and arrived at the unanimous conclusion that Brother

Hallstein took the Scripturally correct position.
Let me have your response to our request as indicated in the

enclosed circular.

Enclosed also find the release of PEK which you loaned mee.
Please forward Daniel's copy to his correct address. Thank you.

Greetings in the Bethlehem Savior to you, your family, and flocke

Fraternally yours,

(G Yk Ohoeq

03/2016
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Wilmot, South Dak.
Dec. 13, 1955

Rev. Paul 3loedel

208 N.Ackerman Street

Emplre, Oregon

Dear Editor of the Orthodox Lutheran:

In our last voters' meeting we discussed in great
detall the developments in the Hallstein-Kretzmann contro-
versy up-to-dgte. We especially deplored the fact that the
Dr. refused to meet with any committee on the issues involved
ané that the congregation in Minneapolis has seen fit to inter-
vene by taking matters into its own hands contrary to the
suggestions of the Board of Directors. It is our firm opinion
that we must objeet to the tacties of Holy Trinity congregation
and voice our wholehearted disapproval of its plan of procedure.

Thig, then, is our position in the entire matter: we
shall continue to consiger Pastor Hallstein as a brother in
the faith despite the ultimatum which we and others have re-
ceived to "recant" by December 31. We agree with those who
gincerely desire a personal meetinz between brother Hallstein
and Dr, Kretzmann to discuss the issues of the controversy
and definitely believe that this will help to solve the sad
state of affairs in the C.L.C. in a Godpleasing manner. We
oppose any other plan whieh militates azalnst the suggestion

of the Board of Directors.

Gm&mwmme«lau

We have also discussed the matter of the Orthodox
Lutheran. It is our belief that, in view of the sad situation
existing in the C.L.C., the orinting of our official paper

should continue. It would be tragic to see this voice for
the truth eilanced, and therefore we, the members and pastor
of S8t. Stephen's Lutheran Church in Wilmot, herewith assure
you, the editor and staff of the paper, of our wholehearted
moral support and of our financial aid toward its printing
ags we are able to grant it. Should there be a division in
the Conference because of the controversy, although we pray
that under God matters might yet be rectified, we sincerely
hope that the paper be retained and its printing continue

to the glory of God and the welfare of His kingdom.

Concordia Luthergn

It is our fervent prayer that God aight restore full
unity in our midet, and may we all cooperate toward that
goal until all efforts have been made!

With best wishes for a blessed holiday season,

Fraternally,

C. W Schaefer

Concordia Lutheran Conference Archives 03/2016
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