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Text: Rev. 2:10 OPENING CONVENTION SERMON FRIDAY MORNING

"How can you possibly justify the existence of another Lutheran synod']" This is a
question which I have heara at various times throughout the years. Had it been that
our Conference were formed simply because of personalities, external ceremonies,
personal likes and dislikes, then indeed the existence of another Lutheran synod
could not be justified in the sight of God. On the contrary, to disrupt fellowship

, for such reasons would reveal sinful pride and would surely constitute sinful
separatism which is contrary to the Word of God (Eph.4:3) and is rightfully
condenmed in our Lutheran Confessions. (See Augsburg Confession, Art. VII J Apol.

~ Art. III, Trig. pages 47 & 185). But, by God's grace, our Conference was not formed
and does not continue to exist,because of sinful separatism on our part. The reason

-for' oUr eXistence -lies"in the fact 'that those who at one time confessed the same truth
with us no longer desired to abide by all of the Truth of God t s Word. Therefore in
obedience to God's Word there was and is no alternative if we want to remain faithful
to the pure Word of God but to remain separate and not have church-fellowship with
those who have espoused false doctrine. In doing this we are obeying the voice of
the Lord in His Word when He commands, "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid
themtl (Rom.16:l7). But another objection is raised. We are told, "But there are only
minor errors involved:'" 'ifuat'right do we have to excuse what many may consider
to be"minor erross tl ? After all, the Bible is not our word to do with as we please,
it is the Word of God, the aLmighty Creator of heaven and earth! To excuse the denial
of any part of God's Word "breeds indifference to the whole body of truth. And
indifference carries in its wake the loss of the truth" (Popular Symbolics, page 17).
The Lord warns us through the pen of the Apostle Paul, "A little leaven leaveneth
the whole lumpll(Gal.5:9).

Because we have taken our stand, by God's grace, upon all of God's Word and refuse
-to enter into-church-fellowship with those who have espoused false doctrine, \ve must
experience the conseauences of faithfUlly confessing and seeking to abide by all o~

God t s ~'Jord - persecution. And here, at least in our own country, we are not talking
• about bodily persecution such as the early Christians experienced at the hands of the

Roman emperors, but rather persedrbion in the form of stinging ridicule and sarcasm.
We are accused of being Pharisaical, of possessing an holier-than-thou attitUde, love­
lessness, refractoriness, etc. And because we have our sinful flesh such disparaging
remarks cause us much grief. For the "fiery darts of the wicked"(Eph.6:l6) do not
hit steel and simply drop off, but they sink into flesh and blood! There is, there­
fore, the danger that we, particularly in these last evil days of the world would be­
come tired and weary. There is the danger that we would surrender. But we dare not
forget, "who bears not the battle's strain the crown of life shall not obtain" (Hymn
421). In order to encourage and strengthen us "in these last days of sore distress"
(Hymn 292) let us turn our attention to these words of our~dear Lord Jesus:

BE THOU FAITHFUL lJ1JTO DEA.L.mri, ArID I ~·.rILL GJ:1lE THEE .b... CRQl.1j!\! OF LlE.E.!

Faithfulness is a virtue which is held in high regard even by the unbelieving
children of the world. When a worker is faithful in conscientiously doing the
work assigned to him the employer can not hiel?p but take note of this and the wise
employer will also commend such a faithful employee. We observe such faithfulness
on the part of pious Joseph while in the household of Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh in Egypt. Joseph served Potiphar who lImade him overseer in his house,
and over all that he had" (Gen. 39: 5 ). Even in this strange 1and Joseph, as we know,
was faithful to the Lord and "the Lord was with Joseph"(Gen.39:2).
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To whom are we to be faithful? It is our dear Lord and Savibr Jesus Christ. It is He
W il0 loved us from the foundation of the world, before we were ever born into this
life. It is He who is our best and dearest Friend, to whom we owe all those wonderful
blessings we enjoy. It is He who for our sakes descended from the throne of His divine
glory and came into this world and took upon Him the form of a servant and was made in
t~e lL~eness of men (Philip.2:7) and who loved each and every one of us so dearly
that Hp sacrificed His very life for us on the cross and Shed His holy blood for us
that He might atone for all of our sins. It is that dear Savior who is exalted and
sits on the riqht hand of God the Father Almighty, that glorious Savior who is being
adored by all the holy angels in heaven. He it is to whom we should be faithful!

There are, of course, those wlhthin the pale of Christendom who readily agree that we
are to be faithful to the Lord Jesus. But, alas, at the same time, many have fallen
ir.to the snare of the father of all lies of separating the L::Jrd Jesus from His vlord!
In other words, such maintain that we should indeed believe in Jesus and be faithful
to Him but it is not necessa...."'Y to be faithful to ALL of His Irim'd. For example, an AM-FM
Cr~isti2n radio station is operated here in the Willamette V§lley which claims to
glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. They speak much about believing in Jesus as our only
Savior and the need of being faithful to Him. But sometime ago the one chiefly re­
sponsible for the policy and prograrrming of this station publicly emphasized that

- "\tIe do not have to be concerned about doctrine as long as we hold to Christ." In
a very sarcastic manner he belittled doctrine as being of little importance.

But \vhere are we told about the Lord Jesus and His work of redemption'? Vie are not
told about the Lord Jesus in private revelations and visions! It is in the VJord of
';,.'1::'l:tll, the Holy Scriptures, that we are told of the Lord JesLls and all that He has
dcne for our salvation. The Lord Jesus points to the Scriptures and states, ItThey are
they \'1hich testify of r1e" (John 5: 39). Plainly the Lord Jesu.s declares, "\:rnosoever
therefore shall be ashamed of Me N~D OF ~IT WORDS in this adulterous and sinful '
generation; of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when He cometh L~ ~~e glory
cf i-lis Father with the holy angels" (1'1ark 8: 38). And in the Gospel of John the Lord
says, "If a man love ~le, he will keep My words"{John 14:23). And what is the commission
which the Savior gives to us'] "TEaching them to observe ALL things whatsoever I have
cOP.".ral'1ded you" (r'latt.28: 20). Thus the Lord Jesus demands faithfulness of us - faith­
fulness to Him and His ;vord - all of it!

By God's grace, the public teaching of our congregations which form our Concordia
LuttL~::::..c;..~. Conference is stated in the very first point under .-\rticle II of our
Conrecence Constitution: It'I'his Conference and every member thereof accepts without
reservation: 1. The canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the
verbally inspired Word of God and the only norm of Christian faith and life (2 Tim.
3:15-17; 2 Pet. 1:21; 1 Cor.2:13); Ps.119:l05; John 8:31,32)." And what do these
passages sayrl Listen! "And that ~rom a child thou hast known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and--is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works"(2 Tim.3:l5-17)j IIFor the
prophecy came not in old tL'lle by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost"{2 Pet.l:21); "lfuich things also we speak, not in the
woras vJhich man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth" (1 Cor.2:13);
1I'l'hy 'dord is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path" (Ps.119:l05); "Then said
Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, If ye continue in My Word, then are ye
Hy disciples indeed; and ye shall kno,v the truth, and the truth shall make you free"
(Jor,-"). 8: 31,32).

(2)
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"Be thou faithful unto deathl"
hearts with indelible letters!
ures we possibly could have on

Would to God that we could inscribe
For the Lord Jesus and His.oJord are

this eqrth, more valuable than gold,

these words on our
the dearest treas­
and silver,' and

pearls, &Y],d dia"TIonds, a.,,~d all ~that is precious to mali. Therefore wfloever would
attempt to take these treasures away from us we must consider to be our worst
enemy because he seeks to destroy our souls!

- Qt~ first a..'1d foremost worst enem'"y is ~~e devil whom
a roaring lion, who walks about, "7eeking whom he may

;underestimate the power of this foe of God and man!
parents in the Garden of Eden L Behold how he scught
he',,' he entered i"''lto the heart -of Judas Iscariot, ~~e

the Apostle Peter pic~ures as
devour (1 Pet.5:8). Let no one
Look what he did to our first­
the destruction of Jobl See
betr~ier of the Lord Jesus!

The devil also has allies. There is, as Dr. Luther writes, the betrayer within us
our miserable sinful fl,';!sh. ~ve Christians must cry out with the Apostle Paul, "I
know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing•••• for the good that
I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do••••O wretched man that
I amI .who shall deliver me from the body of this death"(Rom.7:18f.)'? Here again,
let DO one underestimate the power of our sinful fleshl In spite of the fact that
the Israelites had been commanded not to take anything from the inhabitants of the
city of Jericho for themselves, we recall how Achan' s sinful flesh prompted him to
disobey that command and to keep the Babylonian garment, the shekels of silver and
a wedge of gold. And that because of this act of disobedience the Israelites
S"...lffered a hurniliating defeat L~ their first battle with the rn~-J1 of Ai (Josh. 7).
And who can fail to remember the example of the great King of Israel, David, who
succumbed to the lusts of his flesh and became guilty of adultery with Bathsheba
(2 Sam.ll).

And, finally, there is the world with all of its allurements and enticements.
-The Apostle John \·rrites, tithe whole world lieth in wickedness" (l John 5: 19) •
The unbelieving children of the world are, in reality, co-worke.rs with the

,-devil who seek to bring us into. misbelief, despair, and other great shame and
-vice. Look what the unbelievers did with the Apostle Peter in the courtyard of
the high priest where this disciple of Jesus so shamefully denied his Lord and
Savior by cursing and swearing (Luke 22). No wonder the Apostle John writes, "Love
not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world,
the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Fatter,
but is of the wort-d. And the 'world passeth away and the lust thereof; but he
that deeth the Will of God abideth forever" (1 John 2: 15-17) •

Let us heed the cry of our dear- Lord Jesus by daily pleading. with the Lord to
grant us the aid of His Holy Spirit that we do not let Satan, the world, or our
nWT1 c:.i-n-F111 -Floc:h +r;"mnht- J:?.o,m~i'n;"'t"T -F'::d+'h·F,,1 fon ,....",,... 1"10:::11 ..... c:~'r.;,..... .... 1.1Q co'h:;::)11 ~,~,...__ __ _... __ -... t-'..... .. ,.-..... 4";;j ..L __.....-. _<....&-'- -'u.y ."-J"'- 'T't~ ~"A~"'. u ~'-I

strive -to remain faithful to everything that pertains to our Christian calling:
faithful in the performance of ourrluty; faithful in loving our neighbor as
ourselves; faithful u."1der the cross which we must bear; faithful in prayer;
fait.~f'..11 in attending the divi.n.e~ se.~.}'ices; faithful L~ a fre.qtlentparticipation
in the Lord's Supper; fiithfu1 in all Christian virtues.

"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a cro'.m of life," says the
. Lord Jesus. We know what a cro\vn is. It is the he~d-dress of kings, queens,

emperors, and the like. It is generally made of solid gowa and studded with
pearls and precious stones. But God will not give us a crown made of perishable things,

'such as gold and precious stones. For what good does a king's crown do him when he
lies cold and motionless in his coffin? God will give us a different crown, a crown
that is more valuable and precious than all the cr0¥l1s and kingdoms of this world
put together - a crown of life.
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?hc life that we are now living here upon earth is imperfect, full of woe and misery.
Anj the older we grow the more we :teel such things. And finally death will have to
come at last. But being those who have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb we do not have to fear the King of Terrors. For the true
believer in the Lord Jesus Crxist perfect life shall begin from the moment we
breathe our last. Our souls, like the soul of Lazarus in Luke 16, will be taken
by the holy angels into the paradise of heaven where we shall see God and meet
the saints who have gone before us. This heavenly bliss which \~ill last throughout
eternity is the crown of life which God will give and present to us, NOT because
we earned and deserve it by our faithfulness, but of His own free grace and mercy
in Jesus, our dear Savior.

May this glorious promise of our dear Savior encourage us to remain undaunted
and unswerving in our faithfulness to the Lord Jesus and all of His Word even
in the midst of poverty, affliction and persecution! Amen.

Rev. M.L.Natterer~ President

(4 )
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COfJVENTION ESSAY

FAITHFULNESS ON THE PART OF PASTORS AND MEMBERS

By Rev. O. W. Schaefer

"Be thou faithful!" These \\lords from Rev. 2:10 are the motto for our con­
vention this year. They are especially fitting in the times in which we live,
times that are marked by a spirit of unfaithfulness in many areas of life,
both secular and religious. There are, for example, husbands and wives who in
a spirit of permissiveness follO\lJing the dictates of a so-called "r~ew Morality"
no longer abide by the solemn vows which they made on their wedding day and
act in a most unfaithful manner overagainst each other. There are people in the
field of business who strive for higher goals by resorting to methods and
means that are dishonest but are used in such a way as to disguise their true
nature. Thus these workers are unfaithful to their employers and to the company
'.',hi ch they serve. And It/hat about the unfaithful acts of those who serve in
local or federal governmental positions? Time (lnd again '.'Ie hear and read that
these employees in many instances have succumbed to bribery, unscrupulous tactics,
and illegal measures in order to promote their standing and gain popularity.
HOI" unfaithful they are to their constituents and to the principles of lav, and
order! And when we survey the relig-ious field aml examinE carefully what is
said and done publicly by many of the clergy in our land, it is correct judg-
ment in the light of Scripture to declare that many pastors are not faithful
in the tasks \'/hich God Himself has assigned unto them, but in many cases they
"serve their own belly, and by good ~'/ords and fair speeches deceive the hearts
of the simple." (Rom. 16:18) Many more examples of unfaithfulness could be men­
tioned, but let these suffice to demonstrate how widespread this evil has be­
come! Lest this spirit invade and gain control of our lives, let us as Christ­
ian pastors and lay people strive, with God's help, to fight against it and
to set a powerful example to others! Our essay this year focusses our attention
on this matter as it emphasizes:

FAITHFULNESS ON THE PART OF PASTORS AND MEMBERS

1.

What does it mean to be faithful? Webster's New World Dictionary states
that it means cons tant adherence to somethi ng to itihi ch one---rs--bouncrEY- duty
and obligation. Let us, first of all, apply this definition to Christian
pastors.

When a pastor is ordained and installed, he is asked this question: Art
thou determined to discharge faithfully the duties of the holy ministry in
full accordance with the Holy Scriputurcs and the Symbols Gf the Ev. Lutheran
Chutch? Upon I!'iS response, 'I have so determined by the grace of God," the
congregation joins in praying that God would strengthen him in the faithful
perfor~ance of the duties of the ministry and bless his labors in the ser­
vice of the Lord. Dr. \'Jalt!i,~r ~'irote in his La\'! and Gospel, "Reflection upon
the estate of preacher's dnll teachers of the t~ord must make them ever more
faithful in the performance of their office." (p. 286)

First and foremost, pastors are to be faithful in preaching and teaching
the pure doctrine of God's Word and administering the Holy Sacraments accord­
ing to Christ's institution. Paul ~'irote to Timothy, "Preach the \'lord!" (2 Tim.
4:2) and to Titus, "Speak thou the trlings which become sound doctrine!" (Titus
2:1) It is cleal" that faithful alnbassadors of the Lord ilt'(; not to preach
their own wisdom or the wisdom of this wdrld; they ar2 not to make a show
cf their knowledge and oratorical skill; they have not been sent to proclaim
developments in science, lit:'~rature, art, social reforms, politics, lai'Js,
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and the like. The only wisdom they are to preach centers in Christ and Him
Crucified, in Him \-/ho says through the prophet Jeremiah, "He that hath r~y

Word, let him speak ~1y viorcJ faithfully!" (Jer. 23:23) And Peter wrltes, IIIf
any man speak, lot him speak as the oracles of God!" (l Pet. 4:11) True
prophets of the Lord must preilch the Law of God in all its severity, telling
people that by nature all are lost and condemned because of sin, are under
the wrath of God, and are doomed to eternal destruction. Then when people
reJlize their sinful condition ilnd their need of the Savior, fJithful ministers
will also preach the Gospel in all its sweetness, assuring forgiveness of sin
t!Jrough faith in Christ and His blessed work of redemption.

True servants of the Word will also be mindful of the fact that they
are to feed their flncks with ALL of Scripture, following the example of
Paul, \vho said, "I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of
God!" (Acts 20:27) This will therefore include v/arning-tlleir mernbel~S against
all false doctr'ine and practice, which seeks' to undermine the t~ord of God and
the foundation of the Church, whether this is the Celse of "grievous I'101ves"
entering in or the case of inen arising "of your Dvm selves ... to draw aVIay d'is­
ciples after them." (Acts 20:29-30) In Ezekiel 3, God says, "I have made thee
a viiJtchmiln ... g'ive them v/arning from me!" This viill require courage and fear··
lessnc:ss because the temptation will be great for a pastor to hold back in this
regard because sorneone's feelings might be hurt or because some like to hear
\'/hat is pleasing to the ear rattler than such strong \·;ods as, "BC:v/are of false
pr'ophets!" (i'1att. 7:15) "i-1ark ... and avoid tlwn1!" (Rom. 16:17) "Try the
spirits v:hether they are of God!" (l John 4:1) "Bei/are lest ye also, being led
away \'Jith the errol' of the \-Jicked, fall from your O\'iIl steadfastness!" (2 Pet.
3:17) To be a good watchman a Christian pastor cannot be a dJmb dog that fails
to bark ,.,then thieves and rcbb!~ts attempt to break in and steal. (Is. 56:10)
Out of love for the souls entrusted to his care he wnl follow the perfect ex­
ample of Christ and [J:lttern himself after the ,J.postles 1n exposing and refuting
error on the basis of Scripture.

To be faithful in preaching and teaching pastors are not only to rebuke
sin, as we heard before, but also to give encouragement to their members
to lead a godly life, to walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:25), to live unto Him
which d1t'd for t112m and rose again (2 Cor. 6:15), and by their good \'/orks
to shovi their faith Jnd to demonstrate to others the blessings of Christ­
ianity, motivated throughout by the mercies of God. (Rom. 12: 1-2)

Through faithful preaching much needed consolation from Scripture will
b(~ given, for as doubLs and mis0ivings, trials and tribulations confront
the believer, he needs the co~forting assurance t~at God alone can soothe
and calm his troubled heart.

As regards the administration of the Sacraments, faithful pastors
will perform these sdcred acts in accordance with Christls institlition.
Tiley 'J/iil held up be:;-Fore their rr:er:lbers th:~ significance of Baptism ttH'ough­
out their 1 ifet;-iiN: (1Iid ~'iill encourage L:iP iVlrpnts of a ilelf<i baby to have it
baptized without long delay, chcosing as sponsors persons who are of the
sarne fel1oil:,:1ip, sound in che true teac;lin:;s of the Bible. Such pastors will
encouri3lje trleir tnr~inbers to partak.e of the Lord's Sq;pc:.r often for forCJiveness,
For strengthening of their faith, and for a testimony of the unity of faith.
They will arrange for propel' anfi0l1nCem2:lt foY' every communion <;ervice, since
they afC responsible for the souls in their care and are to "latch that no one
p~rtakes of this Sacrament to his damnation. Proper preparation and continued
instruction in the blessings of Holy Coml;lunion will, under God, improve the
attendance record at the Lord's Table.
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In addition to the administration of the Sacraments, true ministers of the
Word will conduct all official acts in a Godpleasing manner, such as.weddings
and funerals. They will uphold Scriptural principles in every case and will
not give in to the whims and desires of such as would circumvent these prin­
ciples. They \'li11 see to it that Sunday School classes are conducted in a
spirit of devotion and decorum with thoro~gh instruction by consecrated
teachers under the-ir supervision. They will also hold edifyinG Bible classes
for the continuing spiritual growth of their members and will encourage them
to participate in this llloY'e informal study of God's vJord. They will also pre-
pare children for communicant membership in the congregation through sound in­
struction in the teachinGS of the Bible and will gu;de them in every way to be
and remain a wholesome asset to the church. faithful pastors will also see to
it that voters' n:eetings are conducted in th~ spir-it of Christ,in an atmosflhere
of Ilannony and peacefulness, and will encourage all eligible men in the con­
gregation to take part -in Lhe wodz of the Lord given speci Fically into their
charge.

In his Preface to the Large Catechism (Triglot, p. 573,sec.19) Luther urges
pastor; daily to exen:ise UH~ll1selves ~'Iell in their studies and to keep on readinG,
teaching, learning and meditating. They, too, need to search the Scriptu(cs daily
and study thf2 Luth(:Tdl1 Cc, ;essions cHl2i'l so as to n:nldin (~stJblished in true doc-
trine. They I1fe V) 1 ive in cai 1.1 comrlu:lion \vit:1 God through prayer, and Luther
selys, "Beg God t:ldt through His dear Son Hc; \iOuld ~;iV2 you His Holy SpirH to en­
nght(~11 you, gUj':!2 you, cl:-iCl give you und~~I'staIiJ-i!-!g!" (restival anLl Occasionul
Sennons, L. ItlE::sSQI, p. 126) Then in hu;nble dependence upon the Lord they I·till
be able to giv2cheir flocks the spiri Luai nour-is lIt 'ilhieh they need week after
week. It is ~'iell to rell1el:1ber I'ihat Paul \iroC1:? to TiJ110thy, "Take heed unto thyself
iind unto the doctrine; continue in thE'm; for in C!cjHlg this thou shalt both save
t:wself and them tliat heaT tnee!" (l Tim. 4:1G)

\ihile preaching is the rno::;c ililportant officii)l act of a Christian pastor,
as Dr. Vialther put it, (Law and Gospel, p. 247) his \iOrk incluues thl:; sht~~;)eY'd­

ing care of e'lery member in th::; congregation. Peter'iwites tnct l'linistcrs take
the oversight of the flock. (1 Pet. 5:2) Paul told the elders at Ephesus that
the Holy Ghost mddc: theiTI O\i2(Sf':e(S to r2ed the church of God ( ts 20:28), und
(H::;br. 13:17), pO"lts out that f)dSLors h,~\'Ie tilt:! rule oller the-ir n12rnbers alone all
the ba.;is of God!s \,jorJ. These paSSd'Jes C.;;IOI/ that ~he full 3iilY'lyision of the
cong ::\1:10n rests \'Iith the :;:01', \1110 i:; to keep Ci. \'u::chful ::ye o'/er his r~le!lIbcY's.

He b::'a,,'$ on his hC'dr!: every pi'ev~ous sOill nnd must: be vigilant lest it stray or
b2 lost. The secuY't; rrcr-lb2r' rl,l~:)~ :)C~ aV[.~1ke;1::~d to his r:'2tilous ~'i:ion; he Idil0
errs must be led oack onU,p ricJht path; ;1(: \'Ino is \'123.1< dnd II:lvloring inust be
sti'cl1qU,cncd; !H~ \111,) is terTifi2d una tro:Jbleci must be': consoled; he viho is
stubborn must br: ddrTlonished.

/\11 this is a s'Jlemn duty ':!hich oftc!11 incurs UiG DiUel' n:';iC'ntrn·C?nt of U1e
v::::ry rsons it is intended to help. To carTy Oi.lt this difficult t1sk pastors
shaul b2cH' in mind t,hat -)18ir ru12 over !:ecinbol's 1;; d rule v:ith the \'iord
of God, \vith prop(~r ;j.~e of B.nd Gos;Jel, v,'ith sl'J::yP ke /'e-needed, but
also \lJth an 2vargcl'ica-l ap?rc(~ch. L~t trlcm rC';:2'( ~l!-i~!i:~c; \,1('on95 to kf~ep

fi"-ic?(JcLrl-ips and i,iainl:ain a Su[:posed Pl:(lV: in tne cfll:rc,l, for such action vOLdd
Pl(~ke l-:12n hin::l in9s i~nd nDr- srlClpherd and incur trw \Irath of God. !3ut rnay they
rd1f.: (j-;on i,!ith Scripture did (ot '::ith t~v;ir ovm il)tlon; ;Hid S rds, L:st they
clornir10';': the flock in J t'!'rJJiriccll manlier, ror Ul'rouc;h i)eter God 'duns that they
dn_: il,'[: to be "lords" OVi~~ His 1lC'r'itage. (l Pet. 5:3) ,t,nd Paul told the Cor-
inthlc1ns, "i~!Jt for that vIe hJ'/2 dO:Tlinion over your faith, but at'e helpers of
yDur joy." (2 Cor. 1:24) God prr~serve pdstors frc"i being men p-le'1sprs, time
S2rvers, or domineering tyrants! Let thern faithfully use their oversight, not
as a position of personal power, but as a God-given obligation to watch and care
far souls and SOGe day before the Lord to r~nder an aCCGunt for each one.
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Faithful pastors are also such as set a good example to their flocks. They
are to shol'l themselves patterns in piety and godly ]"iving. Their dai·1y via1k must
be an object lesson of a truly Christian life. Thus Paul VH'ot(~ to Timothy, "Be
thou an exarnp"le of the believ'ers in "Jord, in conver'sation, in charity, in- spirit,
in faith, in purity!" (l Ti:n. 11:12) fInd to Titus he \'Irote, "ShovJing thyself a
pattern of good works!" (Titus 2:J) Not only the pastors, but also those in
their household are to be exall:plcs of qodliness, qivinq no offense in anythinq,
that the ministry be nol~ blaliFC'd. Pastors \'Jill dO-Y'lell-to revip'\1 the qualificat:ions
and d"irectives which God lays daVin in His Hard in 1 Tim. 3:1-7 ,}nd Titus 1:7-9.
This \-Jill help them adorn true doctrine YJith a godly life, both in private and in
public.

Concerning the pastorul office with its greut and responsible duties, Luther
wrote at the close of his Preface to the Small CaLec:hislll: "It involves trouble
and labor, danger and trials, and, in jddition thoreto, litt12 reword and grati­
tude "in the world. But Christ Himself will be our r'o!vI6.rd if vie labor fdithful1y!"
(Tri(]lot, p. 539, s2c.26-27) Gearing in mind That "j\: is rec;uired in stcviurds
tfla t d 1n:.:l11 bE: fOUlci fa ithful ," (l Cor. 4: 2) the Chri s t i an pas tor l:li 11 s tl'i ve, with
God's hc!lp, to perron1 illl h"is Jabors faithfully, \!il1ing1y, and of u ready nrind,
not by constrtlint in' for filthy lucre. B(~fore (lis eyt's he \1i11 keep the blessed
cOd1 0 I' Villi eh tr.:: i:J~'ostl e ter' sr;eaks, vthen he \'Iri /:;;s J "\'Ihen the chi ef Shcoherd
shall dppear, y8 ~;nall f(;ce:lv2 ,) ~~rovJr1 of glory that fc:.deth not u,.iay!" (l P~t, 5;'})
/-\lso i::1C prophet ;)i.lni,::1 Si1jS, 'They that turn n-,(1i1y CO right(;'"~'!sn~ss (shal"1 s:11 n e)
as tl'le sl:ars fOt"ev~~r (u'id c·,j:~r!iI (Dan. 1(::3) ThE~ Lord bJt~SS such fClithfu·1 p(lstDr~s

from on fngh and il\ike chell: d hlessing unto ma.ny! i'lily He continue to send tr'ue
pr'cp!ll'ts :ul:::mg us '1');,0 proc1a:1,1 His \-lord in all its truth and pU1'ity and 'ilhose
on'ly tchw,;rLl is lilt '1S ~'rri i,ton!'l

(\;
'-' . "')

Not
l:1 'iv e. :Jl'Ur] ~J

::;Ih?;~

'j'o
HOI)

pa8{:OJ:"3 thf'uZ be~

Jl0YI ~)le~:~,.~eZ.veB~ buL Theel
1;0 feed i;;ith uho Z1380;/78 j'ood

by blood,
-thUG t:o pl>ove

til>·? S'hep,\8Td lOi)q.. (f,I.:

II.

L.C?:.- L1S !!';vl Cf:'I::"c1p(' i-~~l'..) !l'iJO(I_,}nC2 of~ f(lithrljn-::,ss Gn tlh:l P,}('t of trd~

[;--:,0:, '~('.:; of Chri~;l~'iln conc;r'[~ ,Jt,InnS. ;\1'30 :~() them ap~)l·ics thr: i .. ~)1:tO of Ol.. :-
C''':rl' ',_ ~i .. i')ll: 'IEo';,] f),; ~(,;.,;! I rhr<L,lllf'l ()1)'l0~!Ofl l,l, 1,~S L; i) ';"Jr1c1t:rl-ul
p,'o.lisc: H/\ ~::'()iLl:!:,l n!cdl s ~~t: 1 'nd ',;1' 012ss'jn rJ:;!l! (l)('fj\/. 'JE:20)

1'5 t (1 rh.I ~," ;J'~ t 1 ,~'j:] "'"; to b\,~ fl~: th fu 1 i n :~;'~e -I I' ~L)l::l t:l ~-' the ;'lc ,: '1", l)f

(>·2C~'. ;:('~;Iinc ii"~ r I):: rn~'t 'nrtilrL in tile!r I ]v,"',; Ula.n !:he "()((J and 1:'12
~'lJ:.~t, ·'lj"<-~ "lith -;~; ,~~'(' c,Ji ;lJq )(j\'1er d'ld r(~nctif fi l llnl11j2nCe. is m2J.'1S

, " '"!1 ,-, , ,,1 ,,',-' ,>j-"l'i,.! '"'" ,',"bl o :1' 1 'l'-n' o'l'r "1 1""'''- 'r1(j (Ji\/'"l,rL.1t ti :'j -'Il I r~11; \ .:]'"i'/ •._ "'.~. ",I.i:.l.! "'!j,_ ...... 1 ...... ",It. l~.d, .• ..) .... , .. J>/,..

'-)t,)1eTl .'~, ,':lti(:n l.r,1 t ~)C ~; 1/\.,j,,1~ ?is it lS ~J, c..,,:lai -11 2 divin(.~ (J'(~l \, ll:r ~.jd

l:aLICiilt. I i i~l~c; 13 ill:,,; ,'; ~,·;S~ ;:!'~/ \'';111 ('2'l!J1J(lv ~1)~~.. ;IO;.! v/itil iy" Ic)lIO"i-

ij<c;I'L,;?\ ,; i~o Qr,"! ill _(,;1>' Jl!(~ III ;11(; <"'":','"1 ~~ CI '(:"( Lord 'i~d Sa,/ior'.
(!:ebr"~ 11):2j; ~) f'n,:. J; Lg) ~! :,h D,lV~id ijiC.~/ (L.. ~:l(~(c, IIL.oeu, I rl~tV'; 11)vcd the:
, " , f -" -J " ' , 1"' " -1 1 '"'" ( n '" ') r ,Q \fj.;)Lii ,... t}tlOll ')' 1;1,/ tl()1:5C anu [1'2 plaCt: /J:~(_.. (.; nll:f~~ (' u''\/c j('1,11: j .)~ t._u.u)

I"Lev drc urc':d ;):~')I'.3 ',:Cfd:o tJ the CQ]c':;ians, "L,::t th'2 I;lord of Chl'ist
d';!e-I~ ii: V'):~ rir::l"j'cj in an vli';I:;JIT1!': (C01. 3:16) !\nd v,(lat enco"r""Jencn~ ,J"sus
aives /,1:(';1 rl..: :':).Y';,' "BicS',f:J arc tr~e.:/t !, ;1-0.( the; \-iord of' God tind keep i~!"
(Luk:; 1l:23) \Hkll :hristit:H1'~ ('1:Li cdld r]':df ,.t ,l'l study thut I'lot!:, I)ley r':"C011/2

it, not as::he {"Yd of men, Lut '['> it is in truth, ;j,::; \Ioy'd of Goel. (1 Thc:~s. 2:13)
]hey 'dill diso pd,'!:'lk.:' of the L.Cf;]'S Su,'rcr fre;quentlj fOt for'Jivf~11C5S of '"illS,
',trengthl'nlny of {,:cit;l, and d tl:sti.11ony of their unity of -Faith. (Luke 22:20;
1 C ' 11' ?6-"Zc')01. k ~ , L, ,,~
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Fi1.ithfu·1 mCtnbfjrS vlill honol~ and love their pastors and respect them flighly
for their ',"IOr"k's sake. (I Thess. 5:12-13) Tlwy should dccept tlleil' m-l1 ssdgcs as
c('Imir~J f}~O~il God ~lil;ls(11f, vJrlcthcr b(ou'Jht to tL::ui i'lIo1icly Oi' in f.J('jvdLe, drill Lney
sl'~ould recl'ilJ:' GOli's t,!o"cl viiLh IIIcl'kness dnct rh?Cd it in thi.? kno\llcdge l.hat their
sr,epherds \'1,) tell fOr' the i r soul s and IritiS t on the Las t Day r--.:ndcr an a(l'o!mt before
tile l.urd. To ')uch GrdplcJsin0 res;Jonse they iln'! (?tlcourd:Ylcj hy the vlri ter to the
llebrcvJs, "Obey them thdt ha\ie the rule over you ttlld SUbiJrit yourselve,,,!11 (Heur". 13:17)
for they are "over you in the Lord," (1 Th(~ss. 5:12) Since pastoral rule must
always een~er in the ~ord ard not in the whims and desires of the flesh, Christ-
ians sflould fonovl the gllidance of thoir sl1eD!l(~rds on the basis of Scr'iptute, and
liii2n iI1dtters ,3(ISe \;hich ,we not pr(::scribed o( forbidden in Holy !.~r it (ii,jiaphord),
thRy should ~eriously con~ider the advice given by their p~stors dnd together with
tilern lTIC\ke i\i;'Up2r' c!,~u:;iCln. l!hill:' in ,naUler'" j,,r!:fft'l':'n', the pastor cdnnoL de-·
!:',nd II(1conui..:ioncll obcdic.lce f)"o:ii [iis il1c:ilibers, vc'L, as Ur. \Jalti12r \'Irote, let
hi:'1 Se;~ to i I: t II it ;', "rlC' j Ii i '10 j s dnflf' i n j LriC1 i i'0 ! Icl d ner' ,( n I nd t h i n9 tltt rmf u1 i ')

pWd." W.:..:.Llfl~=-~r~.sL_t!iLI.:l}urc!:!., pg. 82)

Ftithful iicrnbc:rs, (~c()CJni~:~nq th2 p.]:~tor,}l ni':"iee llS a divineir'stHution
("~') "r):'/,cl; TiLtlS J.::;, "/111 I't'jclr,, Lhe incui,l'd'ts of U,al: IJffice <:\'3 "ministers
')f Chr'!';t 2. 1 ,d;'·c;',,'\iC!:; ,): l"l' r'lI;~et'ies of Coel." (L C( Y'. ,':1) In this ciJnrkction
'")f. l,!.;lf-h(:(' s:i l :) ;'Ir i, .: 11~]Cl('ers ;1('(; cori'vincc.: C{ t~-is) ;,:1::)' VJill g12dl; be S(lt~

j<;;- icd C'ic;n lil th 0 ' .... '"'i"l~ ']r~cse ji 'ts a((~ r(.,. c,>' i =nl >, ~1'3 long l15 he rcrf,I\""!'1('~

f '1 ~ d! f I.. j t:~'; () r ;j is:) {-' f i (f:) f d i t hf u~ 1:'' t· C, Hi:1 C -'i 1_, r i (; ~~ i cL . ; i, >' J F. l-J 12 per, P9. 13/~ .,.
J:J~) f-l.;rt~h~ri~.r)r(~, LLc: di'/IJie (Jr-iCJ1il of--fh·~ ... UI.-'ICC :Jfll)l,J;(J (~'l i(lc,~nt..ive to
Chr'is~idns i:u bel in tl~r.,: h(~,l>t: of G,.I ' 1 t\i::9'JlJrlj \-Jrd \li1Ii,l(jl; to tl(:?3.Y' dnd study
Lhl,,: l!O(({ o!~ !.~r:c~ fo'''' tJ'\~~l' ;ou1s 1 '.:-,l:be-;ng. I,J siYj(.'r-: ;'h~~ p<1:;f·.t)/·)t~c; is Sociis
() (,11l,lr1:E:~., "'h.~/ '1'':11 '~,(,'~ !':'J it i)lCit it: is ;J(,(-:;~i'''':t::d jq -thl~'Iy~ reiII.;.t? i-:or gt::tH~!"-

atl')nS t.n (I ., E:vcn .}::; L.!.iIJil'~~(· \,J('JLe~ il(Let us) \,.or"k ...1;:</ .. nd f1iS]ht tu :)f;CLi!'t~ a
l;~'l IL' :!:(~r :."::~I'::'~,. ::1:/ :;'~-r, (,>Jd's li(),'d) fo·'c(\ i:o us richly Jnd
,,-:-'.:;lc;~';·j.'i:ll (, ,,}:: is C~;r~i~)_;-·~Jr i_ t), F", PiCO\~l") r>i~ 136) r\t tr_l~ (: -ite t:me
. i '.hf,; I :._1">: j :i -;! I'!' ;,'/:;--i rl-~,ii-:;·t-· c '.11 f~(lv(: Ul'l (_()T:~-O,ld frc:)1 Cod to

~) (. J i~: 1:: It: I :;; s \; , i r '!~;. ~1 ,; .j; " I j i,' _~ ;'-, ~ J in:' h I, . ~ ~., ::~ : ~ ,) -~ ~ ~l, c I ; -J l PloA t \~ r 2: 9 . : ~ 12Y ~'r ~ ,~ to
'li::t UI_~· t;h·~i(' vuicc~) .),-,~ =-ir'-~ad !~',' ccolj :~,jd"!~ti:~ !:,f sal\jJI~[()n by fJit)j in C:lr'js.~.

i·, lc"J, on~ .1((1)('..1 f ,l~j 1/) :.' \.} )1) i 1 i Lj it.} tn ~L;(:: ~_. "'('j or'portll 1 i l~y t r) Cf.l.'I'Y ()qt thi c.;

'~j·tdnt t(lS<) >t~,nJ r'" ';' ~il\,",Y3) :3 Pct,r:.f \i'~."It:CS) lIto qi l
/:: ;11"1 (ll-'I'.):(.."~Y' to :-;very

1:';'1 ;-,.:Fit ~lSI.;;i .. ~l ~l.iU ,J !"~;'h~cutl of [:In r,t)i.~r: tl-';jt is in Y{)L! \Ji:-\l :r1CJ~!<n";ss (,od f2-11'.01

(L r': Lto; t 3; 11) )

U'j l:1 '(\' "]f'c! tt) t "l ;t~ ·'si~(]rs~ 'ifll1 ~--'i';f:·i,~~';s \·j!l'!
,,~.,I:.:~ "l:''1 ~)\ ~.~'J.', t~G:l CJ :;':,)11" O~l':! it,/ ? 11 r~r:~lji·ul '0:' ,..1;.'

'lroviJ~ f" LI'l'~ir

. ~,y ~hd t .}t f(:i: t5

J~Jl.i f",;,.:,;!~ ;'~'"

'\;,01";·, oj' 1,1 - \'~;;lj<L,(Y '::·'\;1~-,IL!1~_" I j" {~l\f{_j \/ '·,~,·)r"

. ·".l''''I'I·,·,r... ,.,., ,,'.....:::,J ," ',. ":;':~'~:~i\ j".l'l1,j~ 1·~;,-:.~ i'j '<Jl:t; 1 '.:~l(~ 1 'Hl ('C ~"~ ~ ,~~l,~

!JU _d ; t, ((j;' I 1~ ()(J 1. (;: G) '("i t(~'.... ,) =! ':; !.,IJ r i ;~.
1. I 'rd ~'1~'(: i I:.i t'l·,t ',,">-"',: 1·tl·il~ 1 ii j ','··':1 Lfl~ ~ .... ~() 'i ;~~lnl;'jt!

, '.; ~ ~ ,;: 1 ,', ( .'1 '1", LI [ ii, 1 : 1 '., ': [', \). j, II The , .. ;_~~; r~;, '" i:~

) Ji':;f~ f:):' 0: ];k:',lt·(~"~ ;J' ["/1:" . 'cir r" _""",···,":;),).1,'1 :c'.;
·12/ :~":: n:t1,' .' ,;" ity j -(' 1. ~\) t h::: !1:;',,, t.. ':. .:': t;l; ~ t'

(: I: ~ Ofl.-:'(
Ii," 1 ~ :' l, ~

t 1 :~ ': 1! ~

j: r,: of L~l'; !:if)')j tj (1,
.,):'~ ':>>' () r :'1-:, i i : ;' t ' [ II i C

4.: \,,:1\;; j i' fj; j ds t.

"·~;~h;:f,'!n'~'-.;<; on ,,'t ~Yr !_"; .. -j.~~ j,l.n ni'-I:~l':~r'; irrf()lvc.; t,lls(] t)1~ ,ju,!qin9 vi'
t h ~ i r~ il ~ Pj L ~ 'I .4 ') ~ ,.1 (; S I:) '.\ i IJ "i n :ii) S: ,'ir) n en t L~ 2 ; lc:1n t~ ., .I :\;.! ,J. r e (; f ra1sc
p,"'),'f;<.:LS!ll (l';,lr:t~ ;'.lS) Th'J1ICh t.(,,,0 f-' !:\;tle J,Jh,l }:{~ t,:~I I'~ us, lTry tr~(-; s.Jirits
!':;'1~! t Lhr.j "it'2 ,1f It I :~l \]IJh::·1 :1.: Aj-ld P;;.i.ll ',i~'~i I:C3) 11L.::t J, li~.}ll '~o ".lc:c!Junt

f';f' U,~.~.II (1 C·I;'. 4'1) 1.1 tf'''t(:~ l~:~~:I,t uf t 1)CStJ ,-:n,.i ~~ltf·It.':("; }'~; the 1(-((1 '~(~~ts

d 11 ~'~,';, fer's l')'j': iIi s ~!() r'd on r.he s ";~1 C () ( j u:lq:T:-:n :. ! nr::y ar2 (~o tt?S t L'; s ·~c~r~ljh t
,":'; f'Y'(l'>::·ir:erl, ,:;'ven ,'5 l;~': ';reans (fl.ct:;'17:.l1) ; rc:Cii'cllEyl th(~ Scr"ip:::urcs dlily to
(:,:,:,:,I,,1t1::; ""heche!' the: ::'I'C:; -le's lJ(',.~l(.i·,:ilg G'Ji"c:d ,.'!ith Holy '::'it. Li~(e P2ul f&itil­
:,u1 r;'~lOY':> iFill grant till:!,' li,lil1lbCTS !.l,ll ri,j;lC, eJ..:ll ,;15 'T. :Idltller said, "1 bO\'1
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to the hUlIlblest member c0111in9 \Jith Scripture!" (\'Jalthcr and the Chure)l, pg. 45)
Luther s ta t,~d thil t sue h a pa s tor' does 11 an accurs -~;-d-tTii fl-g\'lh-cJl ril-r):]rl~S-TI)'j s ri gil t
by a hair's breadthl" (~!a1thcr and the Church, PC). 92, sec. 7.) \~hije Cod \;lill
cle;nand (It the hand of a raIse tCdcrlcr the blood of thoSE: '.'Ihom he has led f1stray
([:zek. J), He 01:;0 :;ays thJt chose deceived shull dif' becdllse of their sin. No
one is c<clucled Pnllil the office of judg-ing in the 1ight of Scr-ipture, even as
Pau'j told the Corinthiuns, 1I,]UdC;2 }je \>ihat T SdY!!! (1 C'Jr. 10:15) To do this
ChristicHIS must be tflorouQhly grounded in thl~ teachinus of the Bible. It is their
right and duty to .iudCj(~ cloctrin(~, to receive it or l'E;ject it, alone in the light
of Holy Writ. This ~~quires knowing and holding fast to the truth so as to be
abll~ to ~:eparate th,,, true from the false, the S)old and sfivi"r froill hay, stl'il\'I,
dnn sti;bble. It n1E~,ll'S f;lJ be firm in tile doctrines of the Bible and to suffer'
all rJU!(~r tlnn to dCjJarc fnJJl1 tl1elli.

n the matte)' c:f juci"in9 i:I1()'s!~ WfFJ pnJclaim Hi:; \!)I'd, Jesus cil'Ytions c.qJinst
lJ('inJ dcc2ived by An i)lll~l,ti~,'d quod appeL1Y',lnce. He spe;lks of false pr'lJpilds as thOSE;
\1110 \,:,;:;1(' _)heep's r.~ct,hing bilL inwardly are ravcninS1 \/olves. (Hatt. 1:15) let
Chr-isti:1:lS h(~"!}2{'(;, i"-or E'V(~n Satan used Scripture to tr"y to telnpt our Lord tu s"in!
,he l:;\cf2(tlClI piety of i1 ~'('edl::l('r is no ii'JJtanL::,,; tll2-t his teachinq is truly­
r',jhlica1. !C?t nu one !)(:; docei'J,:d, but ill ;,:,,5~ling S "rds. let the sh(~ep L~ok

fo(' pr'Opi~f"' j"r"U its::, f·-I,; i Ls >-.If >~cul1d dDctri n2, fOr" \,'/i (.nout 1'1'125(; ~:u,.:h pastof') ~}re

(<.~_1~,(; prcl;:h(~ts. C:'~:I"-';':)'i:'j:Jn '~;GI1qrc:qat'ion shiJuld br:;J.r 1n nd tilciL thcj havl~: t(~·(:l

,:.u;·~i-';o{"'"i ,loy ,).l';d \';'J'i:~/ ('((:lI1 (~ou t!J (~~:?f)<)Se sL'~jY'~~ ~-'(J:'" pcrs·ist.f:nt fJ.:sc~ (~octrine) fur
c.:fc:nsiic ,~o !Jct,_::d for v/iiful nerJ1Ecc.~f official duties. (Tiious 1:9; .~ Tilli.
J:1 ..); 1 CDr. 4:1?) Iil cont,',lSC, tiH-; lylife:Jf an ~Jtthod,}x rnstor is a most
~11c-("iou~~ \:Oi1fit(I'J~'~':cn ,l(j;j ado(,{;;tent c,:'F trh: pu('(~ dl.)r:trine. Chos:_~ hi,:ar an(~

fo'1 iov! S,jC(l mir:i;~ -~\--,. \-!-il"l U';l'\".:':( God bt0(~'OJ!l.2 fruitf~ll trees of ti teou:~ne~ls.

.le;-- " 1j ( c.::

r~l:i i -i-.)J rl 'I r:~ 'f":; ;~;lo~)'l d ;:;, l d G:Jdp! 0J,~ '1 r~q >.1~~t·i ;,~~jd~~ nut f};,i y t;-,~'1Ct(d th:~'i r
~ ;".', L. i'; l"';-" ('~\I)t (1'1 130 to",,';:td th(:ir f\.:;'I·lol"j'u:n2!c~';:,-~'\"·;, T~:':)./ shul!ld "lc\/{~ ;:!-1~iq (1 ~J(~t, l~:8;

,~lJr~rj .t ~ .l>:)~, (:CdJ ki;~.-11y \j'ith i~f;F:'nl" \';()r'~~ i: I.): ~?+:h{:;t '.-',,·it:h t:~'~:"n in t l;:.:: ~_:hu;":-:h in :.)'~'1Ce

/::vl ]'i1(:';~()iljj lJ(~d:~ l(~ (,', ~'Llc~~li:'1 tn ,') astray; t;"'i,~j s{10~:ld i:,!n:ur!"ls:rl -::,uch a
.(~ i n ::~IC(~C \/i ':~.h 'tt,t': p;IJC'~dlJ:"'~ ~·:i;·f Crl :~:'C 1 'Jl"d has CL, i~. ~ i lie:=! 'i n t,'l,:;)' t. 1r~: 1. 5- 1~ 1,

;'j,C lo"t2 uld CC,:\... ".' 1';1 ri)r L;'~ \.... Cjl! .. IS t·,·~! ,.1('~. ~hus Paul v;rotf:? su r~crrL~ns, HYl.,;'

d"j?() ,r(~ f li,; I (j!: (l-"',dj·";:i
j

r;, j~\'j '//"ith .::\'j J: lC\Jlr::cIge, :,b~\; l11sn t.:' ltJr;lon~";r1 01\'_\

;1,"',': r>V' I' i,(~-, l;)-·",j) ',\e:: -, -"'j',·i+-" ,1 ;';,·;'I!! ""O'1]')e'Y'C '";'1,'- 1,>!lY', 1·';1:;.,") "'."'",(,,!"'G,-'i,-;(),'~
". _i,. \1,'1', ,1,1", 1",,;U)I"' '_~I,v 'j".'_I"'I~J'" ~ -J, - '-./- .-

:1\: l! ~ d S!, 1"' 1 Ii '~ i: () hc~ 'u';' r' 1S t 1i j r' I", :, : -j (' 10 \' r: ccnf,>' y. n ,.- () r 0 l' p r1.' (.' ;- h(~(' . r: I' .-~ a. t
it n~l r(~.:·jt.JIL'~ if ;lj'.A -' :i,.p-: if "lina11 Ci~ ;d·\~e (~'CLIP~; h:lf1cl L, -:ti"'<:r un d Cil

C(;< ~.J':' :: -'"\{~ll .j\, if ~'i'21:~( Lees /~((, ~'. /,1(1 '~\I:('iti:)rn ':':IJ 11 t') Lhc.~,,:~ '~,h()

'.: f, )"l.. "~ '"-- ,;;:- "IU'i::l ~,,1,C;idf ' ',;I;'l(~ t:',);; ! ') .jU;fl,--,'j J;.l._ .:(',lll(':C'tl:~i(.J;' \1-IIy ':,,>--f'i l :-,ly
\'"-: I (;,j~( ~~\Y', i u~':·:) 01 i '10 'i,;. t~( ~~;.!t{ h '.,I)jlj' i~': :i'''j'S (}I"~-:'/:14l; : \:-.:)n '1') lj:,'.rT'd ~1t

k ,::I,~i~'l .~~) t~):i ~ -"",1-.;':'1(11)1 ,(")r')J (';J;';",;·.j',~l<) .,', i..i'::"'.Jot:/ ~ (:;:l.i(ch tr;-'!l

;~:hji~ I:J~:_;'r'11J '~\I~:·L~ 'n JL;~; j!1 (": '''~~li ;<'", ·~~,:ch ~', f i",'L:t;C1, ali ..f

Li, ,, .c.

\;~.'l':< 0 tL":' !d~~j n,l h 1'.'1 ,J.I'(l ,1- : 1r \,it~l ,.~ I:{;~~--:: :" ~;'i, ~~ k, ~':; "I ~~t·l,1;': 1,:li-;
-i"~ , [::;; \'ili l." :~o:~ J J;" I-he ~i:)l~; ";,.t'yS~ 1_, _ ',l :,-11 '.;i'i,_I·!11 (2 C)(' ~):/)

': -il' C\il' ~-nl' i.rlC-i(' ~~y'l;.)'( "i;Ci ;:'1 ;f:" ~f'-1t:ii·I:t.L,~ (or 1.,-, i t:,~·: ,iCrl b:t... )sin~Js ./;~;, ..,;l
},' ':;'~d';';lr-:J f 'j' 1~1'1J,:,'i ;h '. f! His 1 '.lie: 'pLivc .~,)'! >. ';-/1 11 ;~,,/,~ li,Cd~ Lt; l~!"i'!Ij(J in t:l n (.i ft c.-2

i~ ~ •. ,0 ~~,i,;; ';; ~::,;' <;~ ,:t 1.:; '- ':C (J \ ~el)[~~ '\ 1"; :,I ~~~ '.:; j t/ '; ~~'~J ~_~;= I:,,:~ ;'~ ,: ~\i ~~ ~;)~: IL~~ /i; ~~~;(~ \ i~~:,~rl'
lli -)1 r '\:1 !n "li--; 1,"; of cLc:ir' :-:=cv,c.r·'J·'))ij·~~ [n Lha l, ::.i'zj ,)U(' ~:Iiot"' C..z;'lOr"'t,,))

"C1 i ,.,.~~ ."\;1 1 1 Ii: :>('ld ill"',; giv ..~n un~() ~' l(: ..... r:'u( '. ~ t:, the SI1J::": irC\;'~;',Jt? chi:'; I". jF-~ lf1i:;te

)-; 1,]\,1 I iI, c.hdl ~ :". nt(~(:' ItT'cd to ',., II ,t!~din~ II (l! ~(e 6::.)J) ,I:' Cl f=-u 1 L:"d: r~h(is~~i·.ln

'J1\1'7"" i,- HI -,rr· ~,i \,,'(>c!lin f~'; /1-'<1;1 I °1~f:t2""'(". ~1-'ll)!'-lrt ''-j r'f1llly (1p;j "'i l'1P~Jly ~)riniJ

:f'i~ ;'(:'Jo;-: '. ;\,:_:~~j~~ "._;'~~:,_:'r;~;~~u:;", "I"::S'J;~'~;' ;o>:'ibl~,",~~ -(,r2 ! ~f:d r,,", prosp::('ed
th:;'il, r;uw; I (ll1Ej ·'OC:; \ ji,,(,ls Pi, C;!. lnd I hen i k: 'hir]l)!i:; Clnh~)":nc':: r:"}r!s in vlhir:h
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Such bf~lir!v('r<:; '~f'nlild (:C'~ a S,wd ,'';dl'Jple !lO!. only in tl1:,:ir IJifts of ]()V(~, but
al'~n 'iii the; u';c 01 I(,ei" time (lid tal,:nts for the \iOrk of the LOl'd. Tim': spent and
L,]'I:"ILs Lllllllny('r! i,] 'I'd'j',lIIS ,;(1Y:' in C01~F'C(Jdt.ions, \Jrh-;thel' JS SU!1 rjay School V~achei",

o\'qlni''ir:, r:hJir PDi!b,>', church oificel', ccmrJitt'':t: 1-';I"I1b2r, or II>lper LJ :,ce~: the
bu'il(:j~l:J ,]nd p(,op\~('!~Y in l~Of)..! r:()ndit-i()~ d.n.J \v::.l1 !il,<,itlt~ini.~d ,...- all f"hes...: ,~nci mor\~

\(ilJ ' eke for ,yor! SLUIJ,'d') (,n,1 r:OW,CUJtcd 1:'borci's for Cht'ist. \1J! c,.~ch ChrisL·­
i,:tn "'I't'icir'3t n (\ccu('r!in9 to i:he (lJil i Cil';S \;i)ich '"),hi has gi'/d him Clr'cl )?l:,'il:i:J{:r"

1:1';'2 1,:0('05 of r\~1J'1 tJ the rh_:';~)dlonidns, IIGreti"Ji'en, be not h''';t.i('/ in I,'j'cll dc:dng!1I
(2 '1Iit:SS. 3:13)

C",dl-iilul n'·"')'(; (,ho,'~ J 11';0 <1Hkt: .iili'~C"lt \:Cc' ,)1' the P("ivi10ql~ or pr>.l'y~r.

fet 'r-I~lC'l hd'l~.; 1~,' \' i',:d. Chl1:-, ' ;'.~h~ (~ff(2CT~',J~t te)'ver\t '1,';Y'J-ycr of (\ riqklce;~1.J~ \\kUl (:.vdi1­
,~th r:->.(~'h!I' C;,-, :1,') l):.lG) ;~nd '(,),::~t 'Iif \"\'~ as!. In\dL';tl rJ accof1jing i~O His \i:11, lh~
:.. ,~ :~l~r:(:l L!~!)I : t ,j:}:":rl ~: t.'~) .]' !7 f"'C i '3 i,' ,\:h ti} pr'dY ~"()r' dnd tn pti1j ;:lbou c. in
~t,"liL"):l ;J Pi',,:, lil] (l~)' ;vClii)(:'~",::l i"t~t'~<"; (:nd ll)"!dt n1~ ::ic1(.t.,1 d!1ct ',;J;,ld ,:ollj'iL.ll)I~S,

CJ' r I r"1 (.: 1'1 s '; l : (i ! ! 1f 1 ',' 1 t ~ nI ''',) (", :, (>J ~: ( 'y f'- ,J t' t hc: i r I":: C' 1'1 ") , ~,~ ;J d t .; D '1 ~) (' f1d f () '( >: ~ ',: ~~ i r 1 t~ .h~t "I

~Jl' ~ ~ j)'l ':- ")'<1 ~q1cl;.JC ':':::,/;"! '_~~'; ','l;: Ie:) t!I,_J,~1 ,'ljuy 5 r).:~:(,; i~'; C,),rJ ::; ,,)nt in1J('~

i~c ..;f ,"!:.! Lh( ,! I:' "J.': 'fl' 1.;~ :: uS l(J,lJ d" :,:i'~/ live. Th·?'/ ,:'~~n!~l,.~ Dr, I-'r (' r_;H~jt

)¥!,. ~t.l ~ I," . __ ! '! I I') ,if! ".:,~(·lin ~:i1_ l "j 1 1" ;':}' I' !>;~us J "it,C-''; ,.:n(; l,', ...~(~ i;t::ii
.i ' i' i ( ~ J 1',,' I " ",' ,", I d ~ I , / f () i' -)-. I j'~" r" I: _.... 1!. .'I, '.--: , (' r "j i~. , . L;- . i r' \:j \ Ii
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Dear Drethren:

This last year we have witnessed some very difficult and trying days. Such days
m'lst be expected, for no\r!lere in Holy I'hit are VIe prolilised that the [ai thful
confessors of God's Word are exempt tram trials and tribulations. On the contrary,
VIe are told that "we must through BrJch tribu~.iltion enter into the KingJom of God"
(Acts 14:28). Such tribuLAtion will be especially great during that "little
season" in '''i'hich Satan wi 11 be loosed and of which the Lord Jesus declares,
"Except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for
the elect's sake those days shall be shortened" (Matt.24:22).

Not only have there been trials within our own little congregations, but also
wi thi n our O,ffl midst as congregations united in our Concordia Lutheran Conference.
At the beginning of 1982 your President received d communicaLiofl from Pastor
.James W. Luedtke entitled: "Presentation of the DoctrinE' of the Church and
M~nistry together with an Examinatiofl of this Doctrine as Taught Officially
by the Concordia Lutheran Conference." In this 35·-page dOC1;ment Pastor Luedtke
embraces and defends the Hisconsin Synod Doctrine of the Church & Ministry.

Pastor Luedtke had been dealt with previously concerning this position on the
Church & Ministry. There had heen lengthy meetings at Tinley Park, Illinois
in August 197(J dnd February, 1979. There luci been the Pastoral Conference at
convention-tln:e in 1979. There had been a two-day Pastoral Conference j,n
Seattle, 1980. Pastor Luedtke expressed his agreement with us at the Pastoral
Conference in Seattle in 1980, and we rejoiced that the unity of faith was
preserved among us.

But in J'A.nllary of this y'''(11" , 198;1, it ';1as a source of much grief to all of .us
"Ihcn he ,Yrote in the ac,:ornp~mying letter to his 35-page document, lIl;·lhat appears
now i~ the enclosed essay to h~ a vacillation from my expressed agreement
with [he Conference 1he9cs is not a vacillation at all but a complete reversal,
a fioal position res7;lti-~'g fcom an intense study and an emerged clear under­
stdnding of Cod l " Word."

Nc-;'! \'!;ut is to be done? Fur-thet" (,f forts to sho~·r that hi s position is not the
Scripi:ural position \·;1I-;'ch we h.:lve r,'.-,ld "ncl which 1,J8':or LU<2clt],e i g congregation,
St. Stephen's Ev, L1Jtheran Church, has confessed "Tith us as evidenced by their
aCC(~[Jt;ince of our "This Sr:ripLural Posi.ti.on He Still }(r)ld" in 1968, have' proved
to be:: fruitless. lie hav" , therefore, the sad responsibility at this convention
of dealing Nj.th Fastor tuedtkE~ on the basis of Article IV (cp. Article VII) of
our Concordia Lutberan Conference Constitution (s~e pages 5 & 8). It iH still
~ur fervent ?rJyur to the 111roI12 of Grace that PGst:or Luedt]ze might yet sec that
the po"itiun v:hich he ha~o rejected is i_ilC~ Scri tur:ll positi.on held by our fathers
(Wdlth~r, franz Pieper, AdJlf Hoenecke, etc.) and that the Uisconsin Synod's
p'J~,ition on l:11<2 Cllucch [, 1f.Lnistry i~3 a deviat.ion frOT,! the old truth.

On HaTch 27, lCJS/' T receiv(c'd OJ letter L"Jln I'Ir. ,J'.Jight R. V.lcdtke in :vhich he
sL1l'cd, "l herd]y resign fro,,, my POSl U.O'1S ilS a lal nembc,~ of the edLtcrial
and .nir.)sions C0TT'i nl ttpes of the' Conccrdi'l L1jt~lt:~[an Cc.\nf(_~ri.::'lC.A4 S"t.lc.h 9.ction is
necessary infl3'-;·:u·:.::h Li:.1 1 htl~le resigned rny :nembers1"tip 1.11 St.J StQpht2n' s t:v~

Luth:ran Church, H1.1rnot, SD. Ny re!,Lgn;!:1U!l there; is a cOL<,eqIH,nce of my
decision to join Trinity Evnn2elicul Luth~ran Churcl. i.n AberJ2cn, SD, a member
er)ngTf)fj,'-)tjon of r-hQ h'i8C()1l~3i n F:\"-,_Hl~;~-:t iC;~Ll Luthc~l~~ln Synod. fl 'l';-le vacQl1c.y lef·t
by hi~3 rc(~ignalion ,viII b,<1.ve to be filled at thi.s Convention.

(j 6) .
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In our 30t.1J i'lrmual Convention last 'leur CUi: Pastoral Confe.cence adopted a ,statement
on Objective and Subj('~ctive Justification wh:i.d: simply reitr::rated what our orthodox
Lutheran fathers publicly taught on the basis of Holy Scri.pture a'1d set forth in
the Brief Statement of 1932.. Yout" President sent this staterr.ent to the Christian
NeVID on J\11y 7, 1981 and it subsequently appeared in the Christian Ne\vs ..

Last Fall your President requested Pastors i1ensing and Schaefer to attend,
if at all possible, the Pastorul Conference of The l:~elloi'lship of Lutheran
Congregations (FLC) in Des..l'loines, IO\</a, on Oct .. 26t~ end 27t1l., I ':lish at this
time pUbE.ely to commend Pastors 1"1on5ing 3J.ld Schaefer for their fine brotherly
cooperation in honoring my re~Jcst. No doubt, reference will be made to this
meeting which they atbmded whGl1 we hear the report frem the Comrnittee on
Lutheran Union.

In December (1981) we again received a letter from the Aid Association for
Lutherans appraising us of a "ne." Ai\L fruter.nal benefit prograrn "lhieh will
recoqni:7,(~ Lutheran congregations observing significant 2nniverscries ..
Called HILESTONE, the program \'Iill beco:nc effective Jonuary 1, 19<32, and
will offc:.:- financial assistance t.:o a eaogr.egc'tion d11.1:'in(] its annivc;rsary
year .. " Y01.Lt:' President responded by refcn:inq to our. Scriptm;'al position on
church fr':!110'vJship &'1d lmioniswQ President 50 11oi9 of the AXL stated in his
letter of reply that 1l1v\L, as a fraternal 1)1::n0£it scciety, is not a part of
the church. It is not and Ci.'lnnot be our role to nFl-lee dcctrin:::l.1 or theological
decisions. f\AL I S programs to aid church bodies are n,:)'c iill endCl:semr~nt or
judgrr.ent on their theology doctrines, custons or l)(:~liE:"fs.. This is definitely
not our i:ole as cl corporation nor is it au.::- field of cO::(gertise ..... Hence, AlII.
supports neither liLel.~als, moderates or conservatives -- just Lutherans."

~L'his last year yo;].!::' President hi:1.s received latter'S of inC('Uiry requesting
specific j nformation concerning our Concor.;~ia Lutheri:t1 Conft"rence. Several
letters ",:ere fran \'11:3consin Synod pastors c;r:cl one "!d,S fro[;\ a mc:,n ,i.n Delgiurn.
A l~tte1.' ,,!as also rc?Ci?ived fror:l il j;;r .i:lcKea.Tley of SWIrly Isles Inde{iendent
Lui:herc:l1 COl1qregaticm in Hie:ni 12',"2Ch, Flc~:i.da, inquiriLC; about the rossi­
bJlj~t1 o~f' cbtaining a pastor f~-:-(Y/l our Conf<=::::-?Dcee 'rili~ cC!'H]:"'eg,,':ltion is a
n1'2:nber cf h,e ChuL'ch of the Lutl:ec<:ln Chucd,';s of the F:efox::~;ation (LCR).
Since thi::.L'2 'lias no ircrnediate Fos;:;ibilicy ci.' c1=ta:i-,~inq a LCR pastor they
turned to 1..1.:3 fer helpo I ,cesf;or::c:ed to i,,1t--*F;~:l\ea.t."'rtt~y c::nd, at the Sc.:l1C til'ne,
rcque~;tE:d U.S President of cur 5'~,~ni.nary, Prof q Schdo::'e.::, to pt'op,,'xe '3. more
ade(,i'Ua~:J2 r~~s~)onse~ .lltis vIes very r,l::-orn:.:tly dcne by Q\1.'::~ }"-I:ofessor viho "dill
pr.cb2bly t'cfc,r to this i.n his 5'--,::li"ar'1 repcrt ..

I\s I c"::~'1cl'Jdc my finul .rcpo,rt: as 'lOll?::' Pres:i.ck:nt I 'd::.sh to e:z:press m.y
(-::E)prc~c:icrt::~c!1 not orll~{ fo"~: the: b,-~()the"L:'ly a8~:1~~ti3_nce giV(;.~l -to fD2 , lYut: also
for t11e patience of tl~'2 bret1'lr211 in bec.rinc; ldith nle l:Y~c:;.u.se of rr~y :L.1u.dcq1.1acies
a~'1d vj2akn(~ss(:s. J~tove all, I th,:1r:J< rny dear h(:;a'tv"(;nl~{ Fc~,.:t~(?_r fc).L' His g:r:ac(~ irl
blot LLng (Jut all my s.i.ns roc .Jesu.,> I sake , .. '..j s tr.cnc]thenir.g me by Ei.:'J Holy
Spirit to do the vlOck \-:hich the; C':nfcrenc8 .?s,-:. Lgncd to rne q
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Having reviewed the aIlf1ual report of the Conference President, this COlr:mittec
finds it to be accurate, intorrnative and thorough.

Tn vie,., of the regretable disru?tion in our fello'''ship this past year,
as 5ul'll'1arized in this report., vle particul nrly notl~ the time··consuming,
patif~nt and yet firm efforts of our Presi.dent to gUi:crd the Scriptural
position of our beloved Con[erpnce in cnnsultati.on ';-lith t.he ocher pastors
dnd praise the Lord of the Church for President Natterer's unpwerving
loyalty t.o our Cou[cssional Sl~ia;rlard iL the Honl of God and [01' graciously
silstaining him in this difficult time.

Respectfully Gubmitted,

Stephen 310edel
Duv~d T. Mensii1g
PAstor Randall D. Styx, Chairman
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Initial Report of the Committee on Registration and Excuses

A. Credentials

been received for seating the following as delegatesPrope~ credentials have
to this convention:

Congregation

Peace

St. John's

Pastoral Delegates

Rev. H.D.Mensing

Rev. M.L.Natterer

Lay Delegates

Rev.O.W.Schaefer
David T. Mensing
Ted Fitzwater
Francis Williams

Alternate Delegates

Jeffery W. Styx
(c.r.m.)

Paul Natterer
Henry Fischer

St. Luke's Rev. P.R.Bloedel Stephen Bloedel
Rojert G. Bloedel

Victor K. Bloedel
Paul F. Luedtke

Trinity Rev. Randall D. Styx John R. Dirksen
Loren R. Dirksen

Ted D. Fi scher
Ron Fischer

B. Concerning St. Stephen's

Letter from St. Stephen's in place of credentials read to Convention.

C. Registered attendance

"Registered attendance at this convention is currently 9 people, including
1 pastor, 5 lay delegates, 1 alternBte dQlegate, and 2 visitors."

Respectfully sub~itted;

Fr3n~is Williams
JoLn R. Dirksen
Rev. Randall D. Styx

istpycd attendance at this convention was:

4 pastorRl delegates

8 lay delc:gates

7 altelnates

3ft visitors

LoUding 53 registered attendance.

'JIlis COITnittee counted 109 in attendance at the Sunday lhvine Service.

Rebpectfully submitted,

Francis Williams
john .?. Dirksen
Rev. Randall D. Styx
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REPORT OF THE EDITORIAL CO~~~ITTEE

Dear Brethren in the LOrdl

Since our last convention your Editorial Co~ittee has, by th~ grace of God,
produced and published six bi-monthly issues of the Concord:a Lutheran. We have
tried to provide a balance of Christ-centered articles which inform and edify
our readers and also included some local news from our congregations which was
of special interest to all. With each issue our on~ aim was to show that God's
lord is the only sure Guide for our Christian faith and life. When issues did
not appear exactly on time, we again ask our readers to bear with us in the
matter of unexpected and unavoidable delays. Our heartfelt appreciation does Qut
io Fastor Bloedel and the Publishing House staff for their fine cooperation
throughout the past year.

During the past year our pastors were most cooperative in writing the ma­
terial solicited from them by the Editorial staff. We sincerely thank them for
such commendable assistance in the production of each issue of our periodical.
For any shortcomings we ask the pardon of our Lord and Savior and praise His
holy name for His guidance and blessing in the past.

As to tracts, the 1981 convention resolved that last year's essay on "A
Popular History of the Concordia Lutheran Conference" be printed aa a pamphlet.
"fhis matter is in the hands of our Publishing nouse. As to the 'liriting and
production of other tracts, your Committee will consult on this matter at the
earliest possible date. It vill also take under adr:ise::ent the suggestion of
the Board of Directors at lest year's convention that in the interest of our
youth a children's pag~ be considered for our Concordia 1uthf:!ran.

The CGmrnittee on the revision of Sunday Schbol rrstcriels, namely, your
Editor assisted by Candidate Eensing and Pastor Ral1ds.ll Styx, i8 busy on
t[le Primary revision of stories in the Sunday School ..eries with the facts
of each lesson geared to the proper age level, but with application left to
the 1:("ipGom and judt,-:nent of each pastor and under his 6upGrvision of each
SunCf.y School tCBcher, all this in accord with the wishes of the majority
exprc8s~d at last yea~t8 Board meeting. Upon approval of these materials
the COwffiittee will submit the result of its labors.

Our 1''88.de1'8 "ill haye noted that lte have begun an informative series on
"O~ Chu.rches", featuring pict'.:.res and a brief history of O1.i.r Confe::tence
congT0gations. Tela will Ilelp to acquaint one and all with the background
aDd location of the churches in our fellowship.

Ve ~ote with reb~t that the lay member on the Ldltorlal ~O~ffilttee, Mr.
Dwi[ht Luedtke of Aberdeen, S.D., resigned this past spring both from this
Co~~ittee and from the COffimitte~ on Uis8ions and sev~red his fellowship
~i:h CUX Conference to affiliate with the Wieconain Synod. We deplore this
unscriptural action on his part. No immeciate 1'eplace~ent was made because
of the closeness of the 1982 convention.

While your Co~ittee has no recommendation to offer, it does ffiBke this
suggestion to the new Editorial Co~~ittee, namely, that it seriously con­
aider publishing significant articles during 1983 to comm~morate the 500th
&nnive1's&ry of ~rtin Luther's birth. Edifying material on his life and work
would be most appropriate to mark this outstanding event.

God continue to bless our periodical to Hia glory and the welfare of souls!
/

Respectfully submitted, O. ~. Schaefer, Editor
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1:2 years Li:1C'? 1\;[9 (j'l_Lr I1tt<1(~ ccr.1ct:'en:)c l~.\"G 1~:,,·.. \.:'n J~'V~c~tl}r lllc:;r:c:D D~I thc: J·oTtl
Iq , :: :.:-~·':lc to c'lje:rate t3.. :rill;-~ o::-:~tl":o\.clcy ['f:lniri ax;y .. '1 l-lJ.OUi')-; tlJd °L'ol.'ourh 'r'.d ~:crip-

.~:: 1 ~_Ir:b:'lw c/ on 10:c t,lv, tn,inin~; cf Len fO}:, t:;:} P('l \- riir:is ';,2"''-, He h?;I;e also f3.hv::d
:;.' ,"liT fellce'hip nen qlu.llfiea for the tord's h5rhcst ofJ'ico G-rwnc W5. \Je

.~, ,t.:':. '-~"l L·l.ve Il1t~C:'1 to be >tl-:an}~J::'i..ll for 'In our f3eniniJ,ry.

T:-·.:.:' .~q.• : t ycc,r OU1' 'preciouf3 se"dnr~rj' FaG 'coset by ;3\ ve:dnt: problel'i1, 'cceaw:e for
<' t tJ.n~ ,3in.;e lb Cf: l.mlin,: tllere liore no s+.t:.d~ntG to fill i tG c12.Ecroomr>.

, .: >f/<r:r:, t.tlj~S l~~ek of st'udents contlhl.leS thiG y",;-'r FLllC! tJ",r:''\f! cTt3 no ]_:ro::31Jt:ct~3

t ..,:. en t fOT trcre bclnr; any in the near fut-urr. rurthe~c;:')rc, thA one p;:n:t-time
,;,.t, h'bcm H': ho:;;c..1 \:cu.ld. secn co ::,b1e to reC'1:W hj.s st1l,H,c~3 h2..') nO\f severerl

·tr '~)--J.p vH,h us. It. should be rented, ho.-:evcr, U\at tbis :;:;T.o'blcn is not one tha.t
'("'ICJ\', to th.:: f~nI:irj',:cy alone. All ef us inthe Conference 2houl(1 be ,'!"e::'.i:.1y con-
e n .'·"r:t~cl.

:"::, "0''18 rna] U1:1.nJ.c that 1:-;:';21..;::" ~;e f:cwe Ol"e nan rGD,(~S Hho 3.0, ctil1 Hai tir-iS to
:c.<> ..bo 2, 0;:,11, that thC:L'O ts no need 2.t prf;sent fe,l' COnCf'YD., the t "ch'TO is no
~L .~~ (: t~::.te ns(~d. J~c:t.. F'-:::'~':; ~3/c"· ..; J.(;nts I Ec.-t 'hhen \,;~ con~:;icler tl~e T;}-l:!siual 0..(":0 of the
, ' .: :--' ty of ou:;.' ~:,c'.Gtor:s rJ.n3 the ti::w it tab,s to train 1"1011 adcqu<l. tcGly for the
1:-::.:._.,,' :.irlist:rJ', 1\0 Hill see the nce;} he have to crcourage ,:u1' younG me:} -':;.0 con­
ch' C:"', yea, -to desire thls hi{-,hly blcSGcd office co ih", t t1"e "nd our chlldren
;;U.J. c\mtinue to have f2ci thtul anri abJ.e sherhc:r(c:; under Christ.

It 5.f~ i!"lport.<'-'.nt for us t.') T2alize tha t the job of encourafi!JE'" r.;en to de:3ire the
Ci:' C,o; of the i·;J.!11:::; t:cy 0.0<::3 "o'l. 'b8101\~ to OUT l)<3.stO:r:s alone. Ind,3ed~ their efforts
':"1 tQ a rreat e:dcnt 'be d.efeated. H all of us du not sup:plem,:mt their 1iork with
c; ,.' \);!)1 effort'S. rro the c;ld tl--lat all our -peo-nlc may be 1E:d more effectively and
roO :CC' ::.bmcj.".nt],y -Co e:1C01..1J:ar~e our YOunS men to cons.1(er, deslrc, s !:.udy for, and

. ;' " the hJly Unistry on the l-o::'d·s call1n8, 1:hi'3 COF!;.l1ittco has the fol101dng
r C,.: r-,:ndations:

1, ,,]. at this convention su'::g(:')st to a11 our conCTc,::a Hons -tba;~J:::"t,hey have a special
L·C·2~ C2.' :r:egula:rly ap:gen:led. -to the General Prayer in their elivine se:::-vi.ces that the

.1 :.:. r::q ffiOV(, 1~~1e hearts of men aJ!CC)lJ['; us to cie~}i::ce this holy office.

2. '1:,::1:, this cOEvcnticn t3ugr:e~itour m.er;lb2r co11,-;':1.'13(,:0.tions frp:::cially to devote one
G:( rJic.C 13iblu clC'.::;~cs to discuss both varicus t,:",ys in t-;bich all con encourage
r-;~ 1 tc, cle::;ire t:~o GificB of the EiniG try as ~,eJ.l as the need HG have -':;.0 do 1'10.

: (; ::u{',zes t 5.rcltldi!1;:· nention of I

.' .. Tal1dng hi th EnotLe:c the eany blEssincs t.h2'.t attend those uho fill the
CZ=ice of til,s l:in:Lst~cy, ble::sjJlfS '7hicb includo t.hose enmwratcd by ra1ther
3n his Ip,u ~::._Cos"O~.l ~~ac;e 2:':5, y;hich :..-ol"ds U'"T,} repr:'Lntccl in our l'l1-e::;t C.L.

iL Fr<~J'in(-; to: our ~:OTI8 s.rd for ourgelves that the Lord guide us in counselling
'~<h::';l rCf}.1J:'(1in,; careers.

G. i 3.tchinr~ cc.:refully for our pasto:cs that they rams.in fal thful to the w:rd' s
\ o~:.l in all 2.spects of dcct:rine and practiue ;n,d aOJ'Ionishint; them lovin[;ly and
~'J~"~.ly, yet. firmly, shoJld they ever .'31i}J ied:o error.

D. Luther's words: "2inee God hac c;:1.ven us His Lcrd so acr,lT'::l:mtly, we should
'r:>:: ccateful ;'.d. CarnGBt~ read. it, hea.r j t, Slita}: c"-!.rld GillC a1.'out it, and
n,'l:.; day and :ni:I.ht to sei1:r;..ze a Inrrc nunber or te:1.cbe:rs "hi') Lc.y set it forth
i>:> us richly m:d. cSC:';3elcssly. 'lb?,t is ;;hat is w::.3.nt by lotting the tord of
('ell ;;lifell in ue richly."

":. l--'_"lcct the 3=(;':i..tori21 Cor:,':d.ttee to nol.l.d:t fl'Orl f2?Cl1 our COl-1crenCe ,astors an
c.;: ,:_c::Lc calling on OUT reopl'.3 and e::-'::x;cL3.11y. our YO\.'!".~ men to cCL'id.Cl",ali:.i encouIB.GinG
(;:X':· i':i..;)"': to :pTe~~"2:re for the CfIico of tbe I<inistry t :)10 hi;.~hest cfi~l..CE. irl the Church.
\;>l2..ch L".rt.icles ~·,'oul<l 2.v);,e:.il'" cJ::.l":..lll tl:~os coming yecr ..
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, C'-\.~'j '-':'~C'1 1-~1.~'Jl ~ 111~r', Ott1." ("or:1ittl;e H!~(:J c)'l:'i'-:~~".:"i.l;r (·.(:~,::;f;:CLh::,·1 1.8 1h::t C"of tl>2:
'..:..,"~:j.: .. ~~ ="'-,:~_~_ r:Y'c"l,· 0':' pn:: ft~IJ'L~_t,';t- ,}urjr~~ ~ht} \:.~_.~~:; 1.""".::"H;';"2 {,$'tvc 'no ~:'tl1dc·-,t~,:·:l,

t~ _'" ~ ~. 't;+. ~'/t"... l·, 1J1"J l<.... L't ccnVi;'':!'::l.J)n r:.L;iC 111:(J"~~~:)~():·'...1'01'.... :rc·'-'01.1)::. ~'u'1Cl :r:ior; .:Lion
(> "l\~' l~.' :''1< tJ-.(; \Ji~.-!'(E:::i e~ ..:~)i~~,'11J_.j {;tlHl 11.iJlf;'7,·""i.",:=tL to the :'1,().~_~~:. :-fO.t'~-; \T.1.(-: J.·~,:c;::t .J.rait, of

,.. ''I}.,'C'I, '~<I<>:~~,..~-;::'t>: ..()n (,.c .Luth«t"'fj (n.J.1J. cZtt\:l,b,1.. ;.::r:l, th(~ =:'~€"~2!.1.atj.0J~ of a ul.,i.ef C('1~rd.}7-

~ t ') •. ,-., )', ''LIt ~ i (') i{)l"\i"'j ':J; '.!1(1 JL<'I •• l'l'f·-":"1'·:t; i tYtl f';'" a C:.J.l"" ...'. :l:i:L(~ :'01" tl:,; CCT,l:~r,,3.r,·J", ~'_'. ".,'<"'~_".~'~~~"_"':'I1..--'·.,,~ -~,.,...... _.,~ ........... c" .. _!~.• ~~'~.~ •• -- ':~~,'~/:-:; -~~~-
I', I .) '.'.=- "",",.L ..~ t;.~,) t.~lC d aL.. ~.-- .. t·,l~".~ co, v.~I,~~,Lf,.Lt".J COj:...~~~;;Gtcd bJ tlL3 fact;] ~y, rJ{~ refer

!·.. t <1.~)c~i.(':l':d t.8.~~1~ in tIlt;] r2~~2101~d. ~~no -co Qf.;V3.l0:> c',~ditlcl~.ol cont:tllt:~';;.C~i ~ll::1.ns

'.. ,lLU tl l r.; J,·u;l~ ()-L~ s·b:tlents Tlcrsi.:'::t. ·.l:d,~~ eot:'L,i~~/t~~~{; J'~:.G (J.i,:'(;LSGCC. 8. r..lli.::.'L~~.r of.
L"'-;'~11()r\r D;Ll f~1::a::'t t(.::~T";' ·nl3.:n8 aLd ld.Dls th;:,':'" iuLld.e co·'r~i1..L';L:.J E.rc.)~icl b1G{) lJU

': ,~.'-e uf "V0.Xl.Oll~j 10rl~< ~_llrj. Bhort.. 1:~:rn pcsGir/.l··~·~iE.~~"; ~;J'}{l al+-,,~"~_·j,1f;tivc~~. ]5eC[tUSe
():~ ;:,~.2: s:v;(-,~J.ul ci:"ctm;"1~;",,::::1GeS in OLlJ~ (;on::€;rlH~G8 CS~ cc.iaJJ.y b.t this tt!:l8, hO"r\e'ti~l')

,'eenCr,,'i)-; 0-[ ()~~·1.n:icn on thJ.3 cC:-'J.;tittcc ic t::a-'(, our 1.6COiIL'H;I,C;.ui,ioLS we l1Flited
'~(\ tl"', 0 '''1 tll\..~ tiC11 1:it,h r 115..c;.\ ,:e a_'~-',-.:: TLce::; enteJ t:lis :re.::tr.

rl>_~_;:; Y('~·~J..' :i.-i:.. h3.j·';l)entl tb.:~;t. we a~",,: ~"i."ecellte:l }.jL~l i~~J1rol'l<;:-7"~s. Fot cll..ly 0.0 we
'-. ·,~:_.ll n:J '.}C~ ~no ~3t1)(J ..e!~tG, ::ut. also 1;D Lre iaccc.. ;fi tJ'l a n 11.1<1 finb.ncif.,~l cri~)is. J~s

1".. - j\;r,~ 5_11. "the lr::ttcl" QJ: \,.~lG ...-.Lno.nc I3 CO~~:J.l t ~l'h; to ('tIT t\lP:,l C Y.J..~ cO:lf:i:'~:{~"aT.iollS, the
)It;[ (Ll L~.r.· t.;:::;t:L;~l':~'t.G.{~ f~[ ·L'e<~oi:fi.:~ in tb.c Sc~-d.:1c:;:'j FW1(i leT t:~is r;;e:ct, yc..3:e <10 110t

;., .;-1.1 t>,·,\ e:x-oenr")e2 01 C:V :~n thlb pt-l.st ~Tear. TLis cori"~j"'ct8(~ h,]s ~ccn tr1.1oyr:let:: i11­
(;":_t'JJ.~:~ by t.no chairr~:tn 0: the I:Lnar.ce COn.l~:t·,,~:c~ t,>£·,t >(.1'1:3 deiici-t. :::L~ll eX~i.s-ts,

i:·) COC['~q;.?t~lon h~~8 a ole to inc:ceasc i ts ):::"~Qc-;e or s"l:ilfti.d:.e of i3ue';oxt.

'ILc.~ ;;o,~:l::..l~l:: <:oltr~~.O~J :'::th ;,,-rd.c~ v~ a:o:-e left. B:~e e5.tiJe:c Cl:t l;'J::(~)enses, dip into
.-""l:r-ve['" OT a co~"iJini;.VU.CH of thr:: 1,·"0. }-1.'oblur::J H:!.tb th'2 ilTst inc:ll'.:.O tbe fact
'..:~, Ol.:::t'~:.ti3e of s;:l,lari.E;:~ Lbe.f.C: l~i Jl c.-cte t>o Cl.rt. L:VC'!: if all else :':Ej,:~3 ellI~inp..t~~d

,_ :"C:L-.)J.,:e:i receipts do rot, t:lcc"t. c::crcnt t;,ah.::"( levels. f'LtTthe:cfi_o:C~~, -La eliJJlna-te
t· .~~"\-8.lJl t~,u'j.ret j.. tei'JG t5l.H_::l as }eT:oc"'_cdl:3 hculrl keep Ol..~ ::(~r.ill~l,j-...,~):1s l:"~:c~~c:v~ f~:o:a

J - .'.~.-l..r.:t71.·: CH!'::r.)l1G. be:"':_~(js this, it t.~cul(i be .::-~ Lrt.;~t l"lJ,j::,,'';,f;' io'.C 0111" }JrofeStiOl:S

:'~l.:~.ir ;"::lJ.,--.. l.·:!-C~-: l~{)~l,l C~) J:-edi?Ced_ e2t:eclc~11/ fo~L' our -L ~\..::.,:Cessor""l-'1.dSident, ~hose

, :;"_ '.,-'"!'y B~,rni:ngs $.re fro:] his \-ml'~< in the :3e:i1:l.::ary t and e::,pecially in thes e 0co!:0l.11c

'J::': ~-cv;l'd. c.~..J~e:l'1",.t:i.·i0 Loo hec yrc'!il·::-:s, tLe c-;;u:.tr:·st u:f ~.hich :l.s th:> fact tl'at t:j<>ro
r-,J TC><:::·:;-·CVO in the SCTli l 1:.'1ry fU!:....:., b~J.t ratllez~ 2. debt of ~,LCJ.OO. rro GO ir.i.t..o the

~~:·'~';\.:r'vcs f1f n lW-lCl ior t~Je on-r[Sd.ll": c}~penses OI l'"GS it3E;::':H i~j ar:ainst the expI~es:3ed

-,'1 ('"~ ,).,' c,,'r·'·'~(·';;:'·l·"·'-- ('r,," ie'!';· ;~·L"·o~·"('··ii·,·,r-,- ,,-) LC' L..,. "C'-I:' :-YO"'f"\··:",~·q,, ;....0)
• -'.'-' ~ , .. JA""_~;' \A ~~. \'.I'..;~_' ";"";' " ..,v __ , ~;.)"-, ~l' "f ~.J J..J ~~J,'""C,-.1;'I-,.

'" r, ~~~:: t:::~...r~l;.;' l'e::: eJ"vs:; ht::rc il-OU] d. rcc:.1.i:':-':; toppin - O::lC or Dore ex th'= 2~~__ :'1: fU~'lds,

'"Cl.:['Y lJ11;Y"S:J.f..J~~:1:·: t11c t,,;-~<>.~:lrJ.2,r:l .ft.:1l'.1 d.t~l:t. l:o~::fover. t:;~:; \<::1'l:3ral FU!. ..d_ t the oP~ly

r .,.';' :·on-de'~i.r~11ated :reGerve, also 11::,8 anticj.pz.te,(l ex:oend.itures that exceed. antici-

... :c:-_"se 1:0 fi}::.J~ d.ecicion CC\11 lJ€; rc~~che{i -rtrlor tf) th1e tirr.e 1,~bE:n all le.c tors call
t:~ c (1."1.:.;1(:_(;;:."'((1 211,ct di~Cl:'~:,:3/;"l i:n conv0r..tion eSf1(1J.~:1ed, this co:;r:.uttee c~n nake no
.c~~;..:".. ':::i8ih.iat,:.LO·(1.:-J C0l1Ce:r21i.:l:: tl:8 fin2.nc~_aa u3pec-[,;) of t:16 rl:'oclem. ~.re do, hOl~evcr,

~.-:~;-."',\,.; 0T1 f'(J1"':.r~ Cf:' {L8 ~~'cf:;-:;:b~"_l:~~t~,",G:;;:

.\.* ":C:'7!TJ :-:c.l~arir;; eUid onC'?1:"HJ8 at current levels ~l'nfi d.r.?\~ the nec(10d funus fron
tt~'" t,.. ~~:l(;:r~:.:! .. ~ ':~nd and/ol'" ·;~,l~lJ :='t:iJ..dii~Z~ 11llcl; ther(;iJ~/ ujd.ir:l-" ~,,') tr:e tf.":'1f/JraTY loan
::', ... 4..h~'""I c~":~(l.·~-l :'~'ti:"(: 1>:~~'1~:"'1 ~_YJ. 1.5?~. T1C:~G Tl.lr;n, ~c_:'s:'J..ll:r, \::~.:lr: t5~c1~o un O..... fJX
'~"",,:L_ 11(;;:,~i_: :.-~;l~r '::i~J~~nf :-~.(..~:-':. ~{i:-lil"<~1 Ot>.8l" al"';.e:c'::-:~~t.i"le~:: ~·.n·~:_d ba b:;}-.tG:~. :?~callse

0:~ '~"~~ r- Ur':··I"I:"'"3(-:(~':;. tl(;C1.:..:e ~_n :,-:~0.:~::._ . ~Lat cr:-~~:;"i~~G ~-~~~':":'"_G:;J b"~ ~-C.:.a. ::~:'on oZl-rolng
:c-.»...:~~~~-"t..-:, ·Lh:~_~:.: cm:::r~e:,-;c~-,~· ::le.:1 )~r:N±:{;:;:..~i~::..i.:~J:-;:: r't~~" 1 t.'J "2; a=~<))ro\-::-..(~ ·~:.:r J,,~,:.\.c({l·~r'.fl~.

T>.. ::':1<:9 l,~e have no stUd.C:lts to ..t·cttch this year, ;J.c..ce t~c AS:JC"ciF:..te 'F>r(')f~ssor on
.~1 :1,~~ ":G~: :~i3:,.-- ..cff t G.l..1S clo :~Dt eJ ilTl.:~~ate the I~0~~ tic:1 1 l,:,-·.. t thG is e;:i.~:.." }~~t ~'PJ~ei~ of

,J l)s loct..

, t •• _

f~ • ".'~ it 5-:3 il::': c:':T:aJ.ly
.0 C:-~::'TCf:; ,"'V>"';.C trt1e

-'" _.

to ""tl'lis CGITZ.l:t ttce t:it:i.t i'cace COJ~l·.)-:t~c{"L:.ticn h;:.~ resolved
rCl1:,{;.1 ;e(:: O)~ ~t\-Ol(.'- ·f'tJT :;(";:-~:~', elinJ.,;'_(1t2 ('II ncn-~"'1~_(':~-:~"
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" .f ,_~, L..!~ i l'<~~'J-.Ct:.' L~_~(; :.. -.:..l.~:-~·y (,,1 j.J~,f.,.. ~ ·'I.:"c\,:i,.. L.j- iro:f>..../.\~-! ·to tJ:t:; {'5.:,. '. \-'j"\":"':!.-~

" ·t,.'~ 'rLC-J "~':':j ~1tl:r.~ [r~t~~. t1,o ~~r:t'Y~l:.. ·t:.r .t:.'C·('l-~~"'Jrrt.

('·jr:.~,·n':'rJ:;c tJ'-'e 1'o:--"'I:: ';-16 P}~('1~:Ll1, l'R'\'{-' ft(',~ C1J:':' Tl:t'(,\fC"'::"'C'r cr ~':.;:"rff.~t~:":O~"';:) -t!'~~_.: (,G:1i~~_g

:J" CeT their "'·aJ~:-'.:~~.~~", +1,\,.) cr·:"~;-:j:t ..'.:c-:- :r\~cc~~l1cr.J:J i

1. t (.- ~'ir";~ ts 1·.t'~....l-~3C.'~>:I' LC~'.c·:i·~':~" -::.. ,; ..t;:>~.. !~ of r;~k5r~~' r(;l'"r::f.,!~~,-l '.3Mr;lt~3 ..~c Lr...~ rnr-:tor;:-t.l
,C _"::' 0f '~J:1(, 1 :.(~\,:_.:;.~: C:'"' c:.:- L,~:.tiiCy·('r. C(/r.;~]~(.., ~~L.l\;r~:: (1 J C) it,!, i!lt(;:t'\Jc~ i~ rt;rJ·\.~r~\.;.ipe

.' "[' ,1·..~clJ1.1c:;1 ~~:~d C02:-(\=~ ~·~~('1;,l..1 ~:CL'~ t~.C'n 8.1';.[.: to T~""'01"t t:·c !:('''.17] .,~'1 ('If !:,\-':-,:e :~·~1tC~.C"'"

"/.1 \. ] t.o the ~(~ ;,~1.r"(:[1.!",_ of ·t~}e Ccr:::it/~el_~ on i '.~t~1f;:!': rl 'jlT"tCY1 , 1;~_ tJ .... th:: v:t::~·; t.,)~:z.Ycl

•. ,jl '~.~t1~:nt fyrtr: ',.'\'1 1) J::--\'"';\"t.l .:::-· ~r _'_Clnr 'Ki +11 t}"I-lD [.~our c:,r; ceor'. t..:":; l>':t' u,rJ S:l (>Ji'~"llt t,S(?t

C.',: ·~':;t ';l'h ii">l fc',:r;-c:::.n.y, Cc~>l,'s f~1r thc:-::o vl:-itc; i8 to [;0 r::::cQ fr0,r, t:l~ r,.~:~·)'[al
,

• r'
- > '(

·h._J '1 ~.cf0Jr~,i::r")!; '-,("1:.--.1.':1.:' tJ1S' t-:t:~~"~ cf Pl"l~:121'1; :'; t~T tl>~,~"/)1,':3

Cr:l~' C:,"';:"3 ;o:c ~ :-.'1.(.1 ~.(. ~:;'t::.:rr-:~rd:~~> h~:.\ c no tt~~:T~-:,:

r:::tC"C!'otiG~: :":inot ;:.':d. minimu::: 'DI'ic.rity
i:~l"t 'J.J.:-r tc~ s(;ccir~i ~. 'Clo.~:·i t.y
rf,') \'uo t,te'" -- i:h5.::Q p' \.0 '('.'1. ty

. .. t,) C~~ ell o~ t) '0; , -'. ,.
',",,'" of p~~·t.Je

1 l."lJ",:",- .' '. ~ __ ..J .... J.

'T~:':(l:"SS:::;TS t:~~ t:·.3k of 'P~C0·~'(1~:·tnl~: 3~-~tJ:3.i1ce t;;,Zt1fL':" fo:c t.ilC
(Jli CQ4-t~~lo,~:.~~e) ci' t:l':' 0{, :.L \LJ! C\~'. Lci.10L1....t;:_

'i ",~, .1.,G'.n to ~':tCfeSz~01"t c:(·~·-~~'1..8tcr the ~.~(::·rI: cf c~nc].~.ict1.:z-:(>· ::i:--.:;j_,/):h':.1r~r 2.ct.,:!.'VJ.ty i~ +.l~(~

·.:,_'"t ---- ~>:,~,{ J ::D.C:C ..~- 4.'~>;!'3.)·l:1.113 -~ .. I-=orr:·=::c fl'o'~:T>:.i1i? :CJ(::t'J:_ ',)!. the: 8u:.l·Lh ....~.,rO,3t...:~:.cll

_' t:'ll:n.:.I<:'oZ: :.. it:~ tl'lO y.;..o..yc:r tl':at. t.J.. 11e'h l.ocal C(,l1.C:ft;~:,,'..t.io.:1 :'~L:'CJJ~ ttl ~~o\1!1\1c;:::.

I·
\"

::\- Lt..~;_!l -cl'of ~~,:~:()l.' I c.~("~.~·JrJ:) ::.~ ar':~!I.tv5,: t of
: ~._~() ~c t 0 ~ ,.:, ') p .. -n} (.:' t ~;.j i~·G :_' r,- iii t!"l 'J .! t:;-Y Jo:r t:.

h~ ~tO"r::iCf~J.. c.ne. 0~1.hc'!:.." conI E·;¥-:r <~':J

[) (~ +:")" ·":n"""~ r';:'Y"-'r I.... ·,.,{..I-;·~ rlr.)nt ).'. • _ ~ __••• ~ •••. ',J .•• _,,_v..~,. '.

:) ~ ..'<.. '1 1:' ,)q~:~ 0:-::: i .:: ...,:c C ~ ~():t' '~C i'~a:~f 0~=, Ul~ ....:3. ~.;r -t~t3 3. :..';' r.i (, s..:~ of -LX- c~ ,~oi.~"1ti 1. t ~~2 0:1 :' :U:5':: :lOllS,

:-~;-~t :.;',J ~>'"": ~~:",·,:~r~l>·t-,~_C:l cf 1.~:':: ~~).~ti-:U].:~',~ y.::st:JT 2:-'~_:~ CJ1;.~:-:"';=-:lt.~,·Jll ~~lVIJIY:.'1f k' ::~a~te

''''it r~ ;"':' "~(.v-:::nl ~'3:lv tt-·tc:-:·cl.! '\'1.:: ~ ..t: '1.,,) :·~--).21,;':.tfGl..~" iO':'.::-l. (J)i'lLr~L" (,~;.0:1d .71th i.n C~il;3ive

L ~ ,.. \ c)il TJ'JJ~~~ ::.}VL ~·lT..alvF::l...S of T"yl·-=... :liJ..al {~-ro1·-:th) tl~c "t.::.avel nX''':"';;L8C::l ii.i.CH1'-'1"ecl in
'~t.~.,-: ·n:t,~t)jf'c·t to t,,: 6.e:f}:aj"·::c. i~r:c'r: t:'~e ·~Q:'~f2re:lCC }"I·L~3.sicn ;'112,d trO 3 lirrLt.t of

,. '" j ('-;>·.'i, CO.

.. :,/.:: ') t: :::;i::~()'t,~:J_P,.;,.•,,; ::.',:;,;,',',,>, :,~.'i:·:~.~l:~'~".~ .._'~,~·~i~:l(, . '.; atl,~~; tc ]>?-:~J",. ... _ ~._., .: __ l-'_

·=;:_.~Ld ~~ .. -; il':c11":::'~:>_: ir. t.hJ ~~e~,{):2:.~:G:i :fl"O.. i

:iC:.:..~ ~> " ~-:;f;qln,?~l'J ~ ·i··~e 1--. ~.<::(~ i_~o ['u]el, !10"t~-~v·~r, that "'<iil:] -'t.:!.9 :~~;~'c~:()n.t, G5.t"'1~... :~ion is
-: ~~~ i~,~, ? tjJ~: 1;:116 :·~·!10J.~:; )')1:; to.!:,,! of CiJ.."!..~ -::(7:1in:c~:':\r ~-lU-:--" t 'be cariS ~f3f'J:'e('~ c. ve:~:," i.:C'on one •

.::,_. :"'~ dl1 AaI'1·-,.c3[~t{1~8;·; t>~,;\t thj~G :~/!.E:f>:?lTt (ilstr-r:'\>3 ~2~'T b~ l,~;.t ;-:~ ·b:,:,:Lc£ -1:~;.:1~,J.. ¥xhi(;h
:;~_._L i~id '\·t:~fai b~r tiAlt-j IG!.'r.:L Fe! ·tJl~ 8VGl1·'..... t.\·,::.1 ·NeJ..TaTo [<7'~~i l~3ne:ri t i'o~ His 1'.. l.~J.ievf~61g

.U.I·': l ri.2 lie p~:'·'):;:5.;:0~; :1'(;:,: 2,1:'L t.:rit.1.1~3. 00 Fta:r' 01((' ·ur··~;el.vu.:3 JJ.. ttle sem.lf~ar'y con'~ij,lue

't~""l C;.;.; ~ ~bi{!i11g d't.:lr.' in ~(;rJl:.; :)olu(.,ht.Cj:l ~·J;)rl(:.

~ona.tr;m C. 0chaefe:r
'lieu-n.: Y. Dlodd

(2/;. )
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D£~r Bre~hren in the Lord;

For t.h~ first time in the hil,t<..'ry of our beloyc"d ~,~;r,inary at 'i'jnl~y PE.rk
" " '''C, "".' '-, ~ ~ ,,~ ... , , .. " c 1 -, < 8 d . t- - \ 1.l. f,,,,-,,- ""~"" ;'V ,j,ct><,/.o,; ,!ll:l"e uTln; .;e uS~la.l 8C,lClO 1,."I'm rom Sept.::mber to
~':;~~!~,~ b(~ct~u.ea of special circw:il:.;,:rt!~!jc~S [:..fft?cti';JJ.?' our t.hPi1 r;~.,...t_tirr.t1I g-~n!~"''?''It ....:; -.- "-_._-. r-.,;.... ... _._.-.'- _... _._'-~....

?cs,"t:.se of tr.is situl'.tion yOelr professors were placed 011 a 1'iork "::iE.b':J<.:.tical"
'::"! dil'~Ct6d by the 19S1 cCllventicn. tind ya:'loue projects w~:ri! a.~sif~nt'd to
therr:. fOT con.~p1etion dt,rin[ the ufu,,"l Bebool year. We th[~nl-', 0\11'" h'O:&venly father
chi,~ £J,~ ha.s ke:pt us in gDod heal tb and haB ,zranted us ~'uidFmce Fl:1d st"-'RnMh
for our .ork. We &1"'0 also grateful that our~Conference~at last yesrIB-~;~;;ntion
'['.c;klY'2d 1.'.:J keep our Se;dn::'T2f OpHl and ready to w",lcow€ o.ur.1ifier'i 8tudents fer
i)j~! ....1ts.l {Jork of the Chris tia.!1 ministry.

r~ no~ proceed to a brief ~~sume of the activities of your profe8sors
ctc::irr.; the: F.3t yM.1-. As di::ectt"G. by the 1981 conver.tioD, your President
'0',:"·2 to vi.31 t and cond:.1i:::t P~:A:)on$.l inteITi~'''8 fii tit th!~ ;~,stor8 of th8 Fellowship
0:' Luth~!'2.n Congregaticns! a gTOUp ,.hieh had :;eyered Ha ,""ffiliation -:oith
t'V'! Lt;.th6r2..f1 Ch1..l.rc:r.~:; of th.e R@fo:-'::ation OV!::r' the cioc:t::'inc of Church Discipline!
;",ld the: 5tf!PS of exc()',~:;'..mication. however, before such viai'is could be U11der­
t·:.t,:n, Pr~'sident lill.tterer i:cfc.:,-,:riOd both professor.. that th~se pasto:r"3 wen
hC",]cJin~~ a Pi'u:toral Conrt~Y\!:'1ce ill De~ Moines, Iowa, on (},~t. 26 and 27, 1981,
;,:;d h~ requ~sted thn~ ',719 _'.tiend [;3 ObB€rvers, '7ith th~Lr ~~'I'rovsl, in order
'co b!COfile- acqrudnted "tth th~m IUid "ith th!"ir doctrim:.l :Jl;!1nd. We ware able
~r) att(;nd e.nd m",t all of the FLC p.::.st0ri! exc,:,;pt 1~IlGto;t" Romoeer of Camdenton,

'L:isE'ouri, wt.c 'f"~l! ilL Our attendi'.J1Ce therefore took tf~~ place of my personal
vi,::ite to e.".ch p3.::3to::" in th<:.t grOllp. Further oiltails fin this meeting will be

.yen in th<l R"!port. of the Cou::r.i tt~e on Lutheran Union.

YOUl~ Pr~Gident was alao to ~xe short t@rm visits to O~ co~gr~g~tion8,

up0n th~ir invitation, to aseist them in 10cR1 miesion work. However, no
l~vitatio~B for such 8Bsistance ware rec~ived.

Your Freeident, in con~u!taticn with Prof. Ye~eine, wafi to cc~plete th~

:ri:''''''1;:t Gx"'aft of a rc,,-ised Ex.position of Luth.e~ffJ Small Ca-;~r:hi~::. and submit
';}~--..i8 to O~lr pa.storB fer st'J.d::' fou.r weeY-6 before the 1982 p~·:8·~cr&1 Confe:rence.
;:;~.:::b dnft ':,1'.8 finished in J",~:r of thiB year and a. cc:py f\8:r,t to 1'1.11. vu.r pas~

'tc:-:t3 nt the end of th.s.t :::onih. 'llli~ F~.cultJ' b~lieYes thnt a. full rev~,3ion of
'f,r..: C"'.techic::; is not p.!"'":;.ctical Got tr.1.8 time but BU€'t'I!'St,s that comdderation
bf~ given to ba';ing a t·ooklet of Am-,otations printed to be used ~i th the
C:., techism fi.fter the p}'oj~ct has bc')·:;) complet~d.

Your Prezident, in ccnr.ultation ~ith Prof. M~nsingt ~a! to pr~pars A

;;r,r:j:a1"ctive S;;T~bolic8 b8ok1et ccnc{~r:1ing the doctrir:es Rno pr:ictic6S of the
T';;:cic;,;,s L'J.tb~ran bodif~:j in tile united Sts.tel'!. 1. first. dx'aft of this l)"!}lterial
L.D been coq)li!t~d. A8 soon a~ ttl:' final cory i8 in :rQF\.dine88, it "ill be
".;.'):::::'tted to the Cor::u::;;.ttee on Ttcc';. Education for study a..'id approval and
for event~~l use in O:)X S~ainar,y.

Your President wc3 to prepa~e a card-file index of all the booke cur­
:n,ntly in our Se(!;inaTX library. Recent a.cquisitions IDUOt BUll be included,
and wi th the final t;rping of cards this project will be COi:DFleted.

Profeesor Meneing, with your President r~ndering coneultative
~JSi8t8nco, waa to initiate historical &TchiYes for 01rr Ccnferenc~ L~d

~,~yi3e a system to make these ~tcrialu a~ailable upon request. This work
Ii'::.;' been cO::lplet~d. Esp;,;c:is.lly SO!T2!C8S pertair.ing to last ,Year's essay on
"1. Popuh.r History of the Concordia Lutheran Gonr~rence" have been gathered

(25 )
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"~1 r"rj)pe-'!]~,," ic~ntifi"('J. rueh of t.bis rrr,tcri\' ~'!',ich 5n 110 -~cnC'I":-r r~B ..dil1
.~\' il:~t<~f! 1D re.,?.c1:v for ':~;::\"'·in~~Z' t~8 SOG·n an the ne{~c a.~j'::r2'D* 'rhi~., t':1~n,

·,'.-.h'J-:;~(\ tIlt? 'horL C'.~ ~{IJUj Fecult;l du~rir!£; the r~,;!'t ~Y03..r a.ccc-rding to the
C:=~~tlVS~ of t~~ 192t co~vention.

".ith !'t't1?rd to the ne'" Se;~in,ry cataloR. trd'3 l¥!'.~ SUL--!I,itted If'IJt June to
~~i'~> C(;,,_;'.ir.t~,l~ 0[.1 Tb~('i}, :'=(1u\'~B,tion for atuc:.y" EL:1·j {:o.r'J;roYa~l. fJ.~his Co~;_:itta~ then
r ... nt ni} tt~c InE'\tl!ria18 to t}~ rrint~::' early this year. As :Jocn at: it has b(?en
;o',;:,:i::':>,'3, our cong.re;:iJ.Li;;r,s ;;5.11 be notified.

I),U'1Ili;: t.te p.~st ~{(Hlr ~<' ~.!~D.i"l rt'c,!:ivul letters of inqui"~.y about our Se:n-
}4"'!a_~~'" ~:cnd it;; tr&:r. ~,"'1""c!f'·:'(..--'L'1. 'rt"_e first Cf~::j~-,= froL~ ,~t rf:.:"tor Ahn of ~he KG,~nn

.r n:" :"'\,j' tn-L.(l c hurc l. i n '~)e i:<l1 t t IL., who "'E~.l in t,::::-e:'.l h:c: irl thool 0,;). cal 5 tv ':J
C!1 t.~1~ G:~"~C:l}l"~tc level, Y':Jur PJ""( ~iderJtgave hi::} ;;1,11 tb.\~ necessary i;'"ifo!~~tion,

F"'·lr~t_·_LP~ Oi.;t that ~e'; 0,re no~ set 'up for €~!"c,C~2C t~ v;rort: J (xr11aintng o~J.r rolicy
:.;.;::·~:cerni.nG thes?' OlJt.7~il,.:t~ 0f 01Jr fEl1o~3hip, ._~.'--:(l (l.Uf,:- ~ t~,Tl:s that he r ..-:t.her con­
t !r"--l'-'~ hi~-" 1:;~t~r3i~~t t.t ::.~) .lr;,~tit~;.ti(;n of tis C''---n d.~Lc:~ ...."!18t"lon. T~~H~l"e hF\S bt~e:1

""1(, ;'~1~1~-',.,r>..;r :"'C·B:.Jonse. /-:.otl-:.::-r lC~l~r C6.lUe' frc;L Kt.;·:~:r.: R:lr.j~l.)on of Yt.::tlllth, Ar-
'.' ,c;. ,,:: r,:t'L~ of .: t' r':;~i ~'''. c· [,,1 Chn..-ch. L ~ , toe, '\ .,.(1 'n~n e 8sec t::. ally the

:':" i!.~·OL·ction tl',,:o,( t:),.1 Lco;!1 fcfont to P,.s't:yc AI'!'" l"\.n'~ thf:~~ hE-.s h(en no :r~p:y.

_. ~f.; 8.(-::(·.l·~n tnE-se (,Grit::\ 'tB ct les.st Gto~ thc~t OllT CO:Jfer;:nce and our S~cl:1e.ry

\·,T~' 1:-n011;71 to ot~.l~rB C:l:Ei.]g of 0~lr fBllowrshjp.

In .',r:::l of this 2"'8.r 1:'''~f:d'~flt r;:;'.tt,~!.·.:?!, f\sked 1::' 2'-' Fresid-mt of our
;-~""::::lV~:r:l t(, reeporld 'Co £';,. l(~ttc!'" TI'~ ..ich he ba.d r·::ce-jved f:."'on a small lu.ther~n

(;~ Tel.. in 7Li.':.rni !)(:;B,cr., "FJc<ridut c:-nsis"cine 0: tYiO ID·::;t; i:_tid four ~c,n2r., ~1.ff.ili·,..

t d >;·,.-i Tl.. 'the l/~R ~ ()nr.:; or ., b·;:: e tlC:rl be ~~..v.. ca Li, lay Ie &:L~" ,:":, 8::1 or~ ce eve l:.r tlLr-~1~

.....·~"1:.',.lC Eir. :~:] rs-stcr (;:~2.!.? to COD11J.ct n CO!l:::;·lu.li.)~ Bc-r,ri::~Q This sr:.c.ll bTOU;.J d~,­

~'_~'_2~;:; ,!", rt::i\~\:~lt pf,,3t<:::..'" l-:CCe..~l2'~ t;::,~ It.. :r 12b':eJ.~ ';¥b.b in "';_11 bealth ~,,,:1c1 b,~caune

~J.f~' LC':'( t;-?:~ ~.~.;-:,t.::ble to .~;'J..;pljl"' e~ I-.":"3tC:r'" TntC ,,_;:tGt:p \~·'~1=;·~SL;2d ~ wil:ingneflAl to
."·)L'[; C')T C.. :::erE'!;C0 if ~(; could ;;·;'.':t their ~'f.-':,:iflC mE~" f'.nd statt)d it could

:y 0111,;:r :;lUO ~'2r IrI<::Hlth ,elS S'J.1L.l,":/. In a len{;'l~\y t}::}¢~:~:-:C'L~ di3cu8sion your
, '?id(~1t incic~... t~d that ~¥1e W€"tL~ n.cr:t E;f-jJlpE..th{~t~;.c to tb~ir situe.tion, would

:- '::~ccrr!,'3 trJ:~n i.nto O~J.!· CDnfe::-Gr.. ce uJ:-cr; Fr()p~~I' pTocr.:dttr<~, b'lt i~fo~n~d t~e gl....'OUp
'[.~~ ~~ CG~~d not i.~ th~m at pr~~cnt, a3~ alBc ~~st in thas2 B~rious

'; ::l)r.0:::::~ ti,~~;,:;; no p,,-stcY' could :r:·_nr"~ge a dc,cc:nt liv-in,,; or. 'Lot' 5~;,lary offered.
:~re '::;:;ou.:cE.ged to cO)lt,irJu.;' t.o teek hc}r from the LCR <l:-le a180 to fe~l

'.~"·2:C to C01-i"t£lCt Ollr Pr:::.ntdfEnt fe-,f"" fl.lrthe-r i.rfc·rr:-istion C __... e.dvice. YI~t~ pray
·,!._t tb,~ Le,nI wou.1d r,";,::J.y('~ ttH: :1' problem to His glo7 ond thi'!ir ::r-iri tU2.1

\~ 1fare w

Wi t.il r::[,71'.::,d to OUT :;,Fn C,,,.llcicrlte, 1:).4. 1:avid T. UC;LI':o I we relr.ind our
:.~\::.r'd·£·T:;:'rJC'~ l"l(;~'~T~berf~ tt,ttt \i;h:;~le I'-€o:3,ce COD&::-e!~rition at '1'\ in10.1" Fa.;-k 'US~G his

;:-~tj,.Ct,l~) vcc.,--..t::~iol;ally e..s 1: t u.r1d in the :"':11pit, "it ~jhould b~ the eaT''''
:t cl0sir.:; ,)f a.ll of U', to l:i:s.ke eeoa ur,c of tin in the ;:'or}; of Chl"i8t'a
'-"" "if:, t h'; ,,} i.,"" "" ..... ." d f1", ,'''"h -., ",' 1 "r c"ll ~ 'nto .h": 0:.. .. i;~~ "",.i.(1. ""L;;li E'--J>_~'LJl-S C&...l1 uf:::: \":'!~r.J..Qye " ... l.l.O\iD-'& a L"~·6.'''''t.~ 01> .l.l t., l'.;

t-~,.in.i..str:" .

.<\2 we look ahead t there are no definite Fronpect:ivo? ",tudel.ta flo t this
v,·r~i.."'iting. Tie :note w).th r(!;gTet that i,:.:". Ge:T't:.ld ~u(";dtke o:~ Park f'ore3t, IL,
\:ill riG lo:nge~ be 2, pf~rt-time tJtudcnt ~,t out t}~.~~:i~18.1"Jr sincC! in eaTly !~a.y

-:: tbitl ye?I' h~ dhcontimj€d hie m'~1i1ber8hip 'l\ith Peace Conb'Teiation at
'~l.,nll!;Y Fark b"cn.uee hI';; could no 1()r:,:-;c.r accept tr,,~ SCl~:'ptural poni tion of
C':'C' Conf~r<!T'!ce on Churc:J and y':inif.''t:r.r and n9-d 1';;'::Jraced -tbe position of
·t~~ Wisconoin eynod on this doctri111!. Despite 8ev0rnl hours of bringing

'~Uc.:...l teEtilJiony to bel'.r upon hi;} ff"lf}~ poe,ition, !e:-. Luedtke rercE.ined
f::); i:J hil1:':,T'rCT a....l'i tr,wl c~'''f!red i:lis fellc~l'i;i}I"Lp with U3. iie d~:ploT~ this
lttJ:.,cri:;tur:'.l {,c:tion on hiG part and pray th:'1.t the Lcrd mii;ht yet lead
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him to repent and return to the true Biblical teaching on Church and ~inistry.

The lack of students is a continuing concern for us all, and it is true
that keeping our Seminary a permanent thing under our present circumstances
jJ()ses grave problems. Without a doubt, the entire situation should be re-eval­
uated each year and directives formulated for the Faculty. The cllief thrust
for student recruitmenr, we believe, should be made by the pastors and their
congregations as well as through special articles in the Concordia Lutheran,
remembering that each issue enters also the homes of other Luthera-;:;:-~l::;:-Ot in
our fellowship. Students from these areas would, of course, be required to
take steps towa~d joining our Conference befure being admitted to our Seminary.

With no one at rhis time expressing a desire to prepare for the ministry
in our midst, kthe picture is a gloomy one. But the value of our Seminary is
not to be denied. It is valuable not only as regards the authority to operate
'lhich the State of Illinois has granted us, although this is not of major
importance, yet we would not want to jeopardize this, but pspecially as
regards the orthodox thf~<)logical training progriJOl 'which vTe offer and which
~oJ, by His grace, h08 richly blessed in the past.

All matters pertaining to our Seminary and its future will require fer­
vent prayer by all of U3 together with thorou3h Christlen analysis and sound
2nd wise decisi.ons. t1ay Otlr Lord 2nd Savior dir~ct us all to r'esolve tIle
difficult issues berore us in a m8Ellel pleasing to Him, aild in all our re­
2<>1 ut ions may Hi s i.Jord ':Je our sale Guide!

Tn closi.ng this rC'pc)rt J HiUJ l on b2h..:llf of tht.: l;'ac\..l!ty sincerely th2.!,k
i!l J one pasl:()rs and the lnprbers of thcd.r congregEtioI1s for Lheir prayers,
\"/c'':'.'(ls of~ c.nco~J~"{J.~;cn"c~t) ::r:d generous gift.s in tl~r: p.3:i t-, :'3 ~~~,~Jl ·~lS I"Jpnr-p

Cr"'r',o ,::"egation fo:.~ the llS(.l nf j ts f':-1Ci 1 i t-.J es! God b1 ess yuu ~~ur' yOtlt- inL(:rt~~st

,'r~rl 5Up!,0r t :md ennble you to conl:inue to Dray and "o;--k dnd Gi.vc for this
vi:· ,1. C,C1JS1' in 01Jr mirisr! [n th~ 1l13ht of 0·'-'1' ,:~onv(rntion F:OU~O, milj our
(;DL>i p:C:lyec be:

Lord, bless Thy Word al~8j,

01.1C Bouls fo):cv~r fcedir~g;

And may we never lack
A faithful 5hcphe~dls leading!

Respectfully submitted,

O.\J.:3chaefer, President
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Tn conn·ection V1ith our ;,:i2.3.ion conr:e-~c:a,tion'J 71"in.-Lty Luthf:~rlRn Cbll_cch,
tli-·' Ccrr:'itte(, ,;ruld likt" tl) cuouit on their be>i121.f tr:-,~ idsntlcJl Eubs.dy
re(;~,;,".. :.. t an in r~r;~;vjo'J.s ,ye~"'rdt the sum of ;j5,104, Tld.") r-t~OUe8~ h2:"] , uS of
\.~·ci, 6, IS'S? t',~en fn11~~-.dtt,~:4 to our Financ~ CC'r:~~ltt~~t, ch&i~~"~'F1 f~O th~lt it
!lU'o rll re~;o.dy b,~·~n taken in to cona id~ ration in tna t cOi:,;~d t tt·[, I ~~ )!'C para. tions
of thr:j budGet.

;, lthoUtih th·C! COr:1mi t U',,~ (lid not recf'ive 2. 7'!'i.lt<!'n i'r_:'d-YHH' ri~pC':ct frn'Q
Tri.r:ity, it was in c\Jn':-~·:~ll~o.!;ion b,y phor:e (lith rv.. ~:\:,J:'> ~)tJ'x Cc~!c,~rning th~

c,)n{"r'{'~!~(ltio!1'!-1 Vi~~"11-b2i f\·; ·~nrl. proeretss ~,nd undcr~~ tood th,). t ~3C[. ~ canv~1:2!::;inls

of "Lt-': Cooo Bay oaTen '1n..1 b -. t1'1,r; done. .f ;:~~i tor S t~~-y ~<:~ 11 rrovid t"' l;h(~ con '1-: n t ion
'.vi. -([' dd:u.i1s 011 tb.is "-Y1d ot)'t!r congl'e8::1 tions.l h:;:q.;'''':J inc;s i.n Id..3 annual .Ln··
t',l"~:J'~ 1'(;port.

C')r>J~rl1il1t:~ ~',>j,-:~ t:ij~:'1.crL G:;.idl~lines 'r'iLich n~<~re 1'1,' ~l;~] op,~..l b,Y tlTit3 COTl1>'11 t tee
..l,~.:... i.(":; th~ pn.:"'t Y'2::r'~I"~ ,;\,11 df the Conf~!!Jf'~nce \.~0r.~.l'":,!.-,,,.t,i('ns :C.~.'I,:i7~:,:,J Ollr p:eo-

',.L D..1-1:JUt the ~·.t·,::.d l·~ or j~l} A":;h. /tS lJI'~~ eo\rt·'1e 1-- Lr (" to th ~~j prOft)spd
(". ;,.-:,..~'~~. 1::18 ct.'lt~·1, tlr~, 'c'~~~0L;,ltion \"7tla th:npted I:·,t c ~·r' l'~.cft r-:::;~·~l~,~,:: cor1'Yent.i.'l~

cii ,.r~t:Tlg the C' <~J t:"!.': ()rl .. 1.,'};ions ttl rlcvi"3~~:tc:'~'~";fd11J" I!:,~"" I; ~~1'i'J(~ljnc1

f07~ tit ~ gr.D.ntin.'...: cf l'tl-l..l~~i:1,; J_OEtr.s to C\~nference :~'i. ~"'~ l"":,n cO~l~;('i~~~alion':"i. f ff

!lL,·~ ti:-ie hF.::- CC 'J c:3,i, Lhi~) ;.,n'l?r'?!1tion to [CC2'pt 1 }:li:::r, or C':.j2'Ct ottr lJ,ri)po­
~;;.ll .. '.,r~ l;ope th.; ~.·j:-\.~th.rc~11'.-,I-..) ['iven Gal';:;f1.tl tbc'J.,:)\ to 'it ::nd B.l"'~~ rC::-Ji:r
to -ii::~(;:'13S ttH'~ l:~ittr'T' ':-,C'of: ;"·"ll;y· for the fur'tl~.::::~'Hnc:~ Ol' the \lo~;f'~~rt1hc,9":3

1;Oj";:·Y. to,,;(~ther.

J?' :"t;~';:lrd t'J t.l·'(; /i.3"1i.1-"~1 (~orrnitte,'4ti-J Unoticc t~) Ind~::-'.)~-'~';1:"~J:t Luth\~l:f~L{)

1.:t.'rrl·,;~·:<":·'\tion:;/ll 1.:ilC:b 1';!'~~ b'"!';t1 a.pres,1"'in:5 In the ~.,: ...::--.."'t';~ <.'1,.,:.~._:\Y.O-:;:~, it n,"''''~rrlr,

tJ"~l rc: '·;.~U} one T{~3r~)r,.jd t1''Iin IJD.Dt YCf:..r~ A l.:r. Kei.~, l,,_l ~:')~,.Ot··"; 1 u.... G~.l~:.:ci81 ~>~,,;:ni~-

.;).) ,_, ~',t:r"ot! en S~rt. 2~':;, }.r.."~l. lie ~:pol:~: highly cf .. :.; .:..-'. I~.:.~ "11
::~x.~')r,:::,,];;:; d in '(,,:; 1"":"';3 t j. n oux" Col"~fc:rence tiD tor:/ and ::.11 o:;r f'e lie 1: ','. I _.p r{.:: le;~ t 1 rJna

"irri·t.h t;,cJ~ : .. {~H ~:~~nd trl<::.t'LC, e.·,'iJ wondt!r~d why th28<~ ''.:'10:) g~.L'0"J.PS ~.3plit,

In J.:i:!sponol.! }1':} ~t'J3 info:r;:-;'1d that th.o Con,Cer,?:!"~c::~ :3,eC"1"'(~t:~"r~." '~';'~)uld s,~~nd

hir'~:l '.~()"(:,"~r of til,.; l~if\l rr,~,c,:-::;dings, Dc.l our Con.t.'f.;~I~~lG~~S Pl!-/~L:;lcmt':nt ~;~~ tt\:!
('1 '~:"\i~LfJ ~)l""o t}1<~ - /i"LC ~ :li'}; tN23 exp.Yc:J;30d. Th~n, ~_;J ,~ ~~.f~oor;d 1c tt~r, rOY, )(),

:~-;>l_~ ~>i.:'~ ;3kG~~en Gl~nf~:'=J (";::~.;~'1~J uf a rt?sl~(j;1fjt! to 8T; .l.r1f!.uiry h(~ [,~·,.~'1 r:'c~d~:: '1» R,j.
L~L~..:-·~;: (PT"~~:3o of th.:·~ :1'1.C) t;'<l~L,,,.:h cxplai~12d the :r~~,::;:~,~'?1:! f.'or th~~ LC?;(:?LC split •
.A (;C)J of tth~ Li:,~t"l exp~~f",~':~,l"t~l~;n 'uas St]1Jt to tlh":: :~;jU erl.;ii:rri~s~n .frJl" his irfo:'-.~~:Lt1.on,

r,tLl~h t':.'?n. Lie m~Lt,ion,~d in r"J()~rln(;ction y;ith hiG l"'~:f:Q:'~.':Jl

Go:J COl: \'.in;J~~ to bIi3;J2 &~ll our m5,:':1sion t::lt}j ",'"/r."/.t'"ij to "Lh,~ glcry of His
n;2T.1G ;,nJ to the; \,." Lfare of Lrr::ortal souls!

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. rJ. W. Schnef0r
K:-. Loten Dirksen
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PRELIMINARY SUGGESTIONS FOR
GUIDELINES FOR THE GRANTING OF BUILDING LOANS TO MISSION CONGREGATIONS

(These suggestions were drawn up by the Mission Committee Chairman and
are submitted to the persons concerned for study, correction, adjust­
ment, improvement, clarification--or to be superceded by other guide­
lines as study and conditions require.)

1.) The Conference shall not lend more than one-half its assets to anyone mission
congregation for building purposes. Normally, any monies lent wi11 be drawn
from the Mission Fund and/or any other fund(s) deemed appropriate by the Con­
ference in Convention assembled.

2.) Monies will not be lent for building purposes except in areas where there is
demonstrable growth potential.

3.) The prospective building site should be in an area reasonably accessible to the
general public.

4.) Planning of the building itself should take into consideration future growth
and the potential need for additional worship/activity space.

5.) Plans must be drawn up in accordance with local building codes together with
projected completion date and accurate building costs estimated.

6.) In addition to the total building/site costs, the mission congregation's loan
request must include: 1.) the amount of loan money needed; 2.) proof that the
balance can actually be supplied by the congregation; 3.) a repayment schedule
to be put into affect after the completion of the building project.

7.) The mission congregation shall appoint a building committe from its membership
to investigate and implement the necessary work in supplying the Mission Com­
mittee with the information in 2-6 above, 4 months prior to the next convention.

8.) Upon receipt of the information in 2-6 above by the Mission Committee, the com­
mittee shall submit the loan request and any necessary additional information to
the Conference congregations no less than three months prior to the next annual
convention for their consideration.

9.) No loan will be made to any mission congregation without a 2/3 majority vote
from the delegates in convention assembled.

10.) When a building loan has been granted by the Conference, the mission congregation
shall work with the Conference Treasurer directly in receiving the loan money,
either in a lump sum or in increments as building proceeds, so that the loan money
is disbursed with the best possible stewardship.

Submitted for consideration 11/10/81 by

Rev. James W. Luedtke, chairman
The Committee on Missions
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WE; were not given an opportunity at that ccnference, in spite of our reqmst,

to co:nrn,mt 0:::1 the presentation and on our Scriptural po~itien as set forth in our

ProceedinGs, 1978, p. 28, sinca it was acknowledged that t:-,is meeting vIaS not

for tho pm'pose of !!egot,iation.

~ve are cognizant of the recommendations of the former CO!'1!1li t.tee, 1981 Prccecd-

in~, 1'>' 37, which were adopted by the Convention, p. ~2. Hevertheless, you.... COJ'1]-

mittee was not a.ble to carry out thm;;e rcconrrt!endat:i.cm~ because somet.hing very sad

and deplerablo has been taking place in our own midst..

AJready in lnB, a11errations in the doctrine of t.he Church and I'1:i.nj.stry were

intr(")dllc~d into our midst hy Paster Ja!ne3 \-1. Luedtke, and we sought to correct l-tirn

in his false po~;ition a.t a specialll:eeting connected with tho C•. L. U. in AUEust,

of that year. Again, in l"ebruary, 1979, "Ia met with him, also in connection uith

the work of our C. L. U. At o~r PaGto~al Conference, June, 1979, the pastors dis-

cussed the matter with him a~~in at quite some lonr,th, bu~, instead of the matter

heing .fully resolved with Pastor J,11edtkt1, it l,ra.S decided to make a ::;nedal study of

the Church and Hinistry at the 1980 PaBt.oral Conference.

Finally, at this Pasto"!:'al Conference of 1980.• a.fter a lengi;.h:r me8ting, Pastor

Luedtke gaye us his 8.CSUr'ance t,hat the matter was nm-r completely resoived, that he

no lonrel" leaned to the podtion of the \'1isconsj n Synod and the CoLC, rmt that he

held to cur posi t.ion on the ChUTCh and Hinistr:t as net fC1"'th in the confession,

'!This Scr5.p'tural Posi UOH i'ie 5ti.ll Hold. II The minute~ of this Pastoral Co~f€rence

',81'8 unanimously approved a.to the 1981 Puat,oral Confenmce.

t~evnrtheless, carly in this prmlent year, Pa:3tor lJu'c'dtke re-i ntroducl1d i.nto our

rr.idst. t,hc .sarno doctrinal aborrations and syntem..."l.tical1y presr;cd them u;:>on us throu&;h

B l.EmgU,y essay and much correspondence.. It is now evident (at t.he ..rriting of this

report) t.hat he no longer hold.s our position on the Church and l1inistry but, instead,

that of the irlisconsin S.YTIod and CoLC, and that he has at least. basicallY' made known

his posi t.ion to his COtW:t~(>g3.t:ll')n in Wilmot. ,

This now definite disunity in our mm fellotlship made it necessary for your
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COTl\;"ldi.tse to c:o~:;ult. tor:ether in the ear]y spring of thin year as t.o the advisability

for uc to canT out. tJ:8 afore-mentioned recom:r,erldaticns. It was una.'11J::ously decided

by the Comndtt!3e that. it l·muld not be fitting or advisable for us, at th~s time J to

make a~y overtures for doctrinal negotiation with ot.her Lutheran groups.

It is our earnest hope and prayer t~at. the newl.v elected Commi. ttee on Lutheran

Union will be ahle, undm' God t s prace, to make a morp favorable report at the

next convention of our Conference.

Respsctfully submitted,

The CCI1l1Tdttee on Lutheran Union

Paster H. David i1ensing, Chairman
Pastor RandaIl D. Styx, Secretary
Professor O~ W~ Schaefer
Mr. David T. Men01ng, c.r.m.
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10.00*

LI.BBABYMT~SION

693.00
130.00

2960.00**
1210.00***

4867.19
600.00

SE1'1INAEX
3000.00
1058.00*
5230.00**
4160 .00 .
408.80
50.84

610.00

RECEIPl'S- ~El\TERAL

St. John's - Lebanon 600.00
St. Luke's - Seattle 5)4.00*
Peace - Tinley Park 950.00
St. Stephen's - Wilmot 364.00
Trinity - Coos Bay 125.00
Interest Earnings **** 209.84
Convention Collection 340.52
Seminary Loan Payments 600.00

TorAL $3,723.3t# $14,517.64 $10,460.19 $200.63
--------~---------------------FJfLDING-----RET~~1E~7------TRA~~L---------T[~TION

Interest Earnings 1005.76 1176.26 1.41 314.00
Tuition Payments 96.00
Tuition Matching Payments 96.00

rrcrrll.. $1,005.76 $1.,176.2.6 $1..41 $S05.(JO

47.77

$47.77

$ 0.00

- BUILDI}~ FUND -

TarlUJ •••.• "•••••••••••••

Tar~ •.••...••...•.•.•••

1200.00
620.01
240.00

-- ##
96.00

498.52

$2,654.53#

1200.00
150 .00
600.00
300 .O,? .
100.00
300.00

$2,650.00TarAt ••.......•...••

.- GENERAL FUND ­
Op'l Sub'y Script. Pub.
Telephone
Travel
Convention
1uition Matching Progim
Hiscellaneous

+ 1068.83
- 16.00

+ 5276.19
+ 152.86

+ 1005.76
+ 1176.26

- 100.81
+ .506.00

+ 9069.09

$ 0 .00

$ 0.00

102.22

$102.22

- T1JITION FUND -

- RETIPE1'1E~ FUND -

Tor~ •......•...... ".• ".

- TRAVEL FUND ­
Convention Trans.

Tor~ ...... , .... co •••••••

Tar~ .

102.22

7272.00
1.1-092.00
2388.00
100.00

7.99

5184.00

$5,184.00

5184.00

$5,184.00

- SEMINp~Y FUND -
Professor's Salary 7272.00
Prof. House Allowance 4092.00
Assoc. Prof. Salary 2388.00
Facilities 100.00
Library 12.00
Stock 69.00
Periodicals 75.00 61.25
Ki.scella.'"1eous 20.00 12.40
Serr,inarJ Loan Payments - 0 - 600.00

TOTAL •••••••••••••• $14,028.00 $14,533.64

TarAL a ••••••••••••••

- MISSION FUND ­
1":5.2f',ion Subsidy

General
Seminary
Nission
Library
Building
Retirement
'I'ravel
Tuition

TarAL

,
•••••,,,,,,,
••,
••,
••,,

r'l-r r~ "-'11' "T-,'\T ",.., :-rr nT-r--"'" '-....,n~.:-:;T-,.-::"'""'"n~n-"-;-r.l .:-r::t,,:-:".----..,T'::":,..,"""',,==-=,..,:"::_'"=-r..-n=-=,....--L..'-=r='v'"='T'"=_-=""=n.=-.n~-""""":=T"-, ~=--:..:::-.n::::n:--~--,),.."..,....-:-."'I":::-,...._.-=-,=~--::c,,,:::-.-=,,-=::.,,=-=~
,"):.:,·.;_~. .:-,I ur l'Ui'il,u DiUJfu~Gb 0/1./01. rcb\.i';;.Ol.rliJ t-'Ar.c;,[j;:;.bu .bi~fu'lGl;J )/)1./01::. 1\;:,1 vl1iilllr.t:.i

3233.82 3883.43# 2814.60# 4302.65
70.67 14517.64 14533.64 54.67

28233.51 10460.19 5184.00 33509.70
1485.26 200.63 47.77 1638.12
7976.93 1005.76 8982.69
8286.08 1176.26 9462.34
100.81- 1.41

2321.36 .506.00 2827.36

$51,708.44 $31,751.32 $22,682.23 $60,777.53

* Includes special offerings of: $300.00 - General, $122.00 - Seminary, $10.00 - Library.
** Includes special offerings of: $10.00 Me90rial Wreath & $150.00 Seminary Loan

payment - Seminary, $500.00 Memorial Wreath - Mission.
*** Includes $10.00 special offering. **** Total Interest Earnings: $7,815.93.
# Difference of $160.07 in these figures reflects re-imbursements to this fund.
## Bill for t the cost of hosting the 1981 Convention was not sULmitted by St. Stephen's

congregation and should be recognized as ~ contn.tution by them.
. (32) Respectfully Subnitted, Jeffery W. Styx - Treas.
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Report of the Finance Committee concerning the past Fiscal rear

Dear Brethren in Christ,

"Praise God from w'horn all blessings .'",'u' It.J.. -LV"' Can we say anything less when we

see how richly the lord continues to bless us? Indeed not! For in spite of the

trying economic times that we've been plauged with, ;nembers out of work, reduced

hours of work for others, ever increasing costs just to survive, and in general

great financial distresses, our dear lord has contiJ11.loo to bless us. re note

':J~3.t in just one year our funds have increased a record amount of over $7,800.00

in interest earnings. When we look at the total end-of-the-year figures we see

that our ~~lance is in excess of $60,000.00. This being an overall increase of

s1i!:;r,tly over $9, 000.00 ! This comes in spite of nee.::'ly $23,000.00 in expenses.

lie started out the year with an unusual Convent:'on collection of $1,550.00

cont.ributed to sever5.1 :fUllds. Through the year '.;e also hC:lVe received some other

;11. offerings. StaT~.ine; W~L th the Gene:ral Fnr.d j ClI1 off e::ing of $300.00 'oy a

1;1c:c:b~:c of st. Iuke's and a offering of $20.00 fro[11 i.i lnerr;bec of Peace. In the

\)':;;;L~.t':":7 Funil; a.n offeril:g of $122,00 from a memter of St. ~uke's, a :Ho.OO
f:_'om ,d n::.'~;~tel' of :-=-eaee, J"

:~c-·:.oJ.';.al 'lrce-til. in memory of !fcrs. Iyd:i2.Schaeierl ar:ii an d£e:cing of ;;,150.00 for

:;-lmd ;'J. :-:emorial Urea -1:h in ;nemory of N:r. Hem:y Bo(;h:,:an to \Ihom the Lord gave

f;;{l~'Lc).",ti.ng peace and joy Hith Hi:'l 1,'O.te Ll~~T> faU, a .t10.aO offering [l'orn a merl­

'.-'::' of St. Stephen's, and :.;,~ r:ate her'; that St... ,John's ccng.c·::;:;ation has contin-

::c:l.ly given Hell over their plsdgsd fiGure each month. In tho Seminary Libra:cy

Fund.; a ::1;10.00 ;Y~smorial lheath in mer.:o17 of l1rs. Lyd.:'a Sch2.efer fron d r.l8mter of

St" i.llK8'S. Tfle also ~ake note of the ef.f0ctual coctl"'ibutlon "oj' st ll Stephen's

cO:l;C;-'_cgation corccel.'ning the cost of hos ~ing the L~,~":. i',:lE)aL,~onventl_an for or.ce

:l,:;:lin ~hey 1'1a'le not chargc(i the Confe:cence for half o£' U:.cir :::osts as provided

fa:;;' , 11 the -byL:n·f3 of tbe const;it-ution of our conference.

On the a theJ:: side, one congregation was forced to decrc:?se its SUpfort in all

funds to ;.;hich they cont:d. bite; this action taking place a t, the rnid.-point of our

:::i.scal year. In sri te of this reduction we were able to rr,eet the ongoing expen­

ses wi'thout any real proble!i'!s. We also made an expenditure out of the T:cavel

Fund (by authorl.zation of the pr'9s1dent) to help a member c:or:gregation send it's

delegates to the convention.

DJri~g the year there was great concern expressed by a member of our confer­

ence concerning the investments of our funds and their safety in light of the

current state of economics in our country. 'Although the Board of Directors

decided agai.nst any directive for change there your Treasurer, concerned that

the conJerence's funds be kept in the safest possible way, has decided to move

CUT fur:ds into governrr,ent securities as the current bank certifiea tes ma ture.
(33)
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Currently we have 8 accounts; 1 checking, 2 passbook savings, and 5 certificates

with varying rates of interest earnings.

This year we also worked in conjunction with the Committee on Missions to

devise a set of ~Jidelines for use in helping Mission congregations. The

results of this you'll find in the report of the Co~~ittee on Missions.

In March of tas year a letter requesting the financial support of the

corct'erence for the coming year was sent out to the congregations for their

consideation. The responses to tns request/~~~~ived in total toward the end

of April; the results showing that the monthly pledged support for the

coming year would be the same as the previous/~~~ths with the exception of one

congregation's support being somewhat less in one fu!~i. Because the difference

between the pledged support and the anticipated expenses was very substantial,

a second request was sent to the congregations for their re-consideration.

Responses to this letter were all finally received in total about a week before

this convention. Tne results of this will be discussed in the report concerning

the next year's budget.

On the whole, in spite of a few things, this past year has once again been

a very positive one. Expenditures were very'close to the expected budgeted

figures with one exception, namely the telephone expense. Costs there were

FOUR times the anticipated figure; there is more than one re~son for this

cOLdition. A few suggestions on this matter will be expressed in the report on

the up'-coming budget. At the present time conditions suggest that this next year

~ill meet with definite difficulties in our cop~erence, financially as well as

in other respects. When we are dealing ·"ith the problems that befp.ce us let us

not ever forget how richly our precious Savior has blessed us in times past.

Let that help motivate us to handle these current trials with a true love for

all concerned, using our perfect example Jesus Christ as our guide to deal with

these matters in true, god-pleasing patience, love, and understanding as well

as 1'ith an unselfish heart, so that we may move forward in our .mrk. Let not

our trials bog us down lest we forget our real purpose which is: "Go ye there-

fore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the r~ue of the Father, and of the

Son, and of the Holy Ghost... Always to His glory!

The Finance Committee:

loren Dirksen
Dale Ellis
Kent Frerichs
Jeffery W. Styx, chairman
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Report Concerning the Proposed BUdget for Fiscal Year 1982 - '83

Dear Brethren in Christ.

The planning for this fiscal year's budget has met with sone difficulty,

still the Finance Committee is trying to work with the problems that face us so

that we may be able to plan for the coming fiscal needs. It is our hope that in

spite of the problems before us that we will all work together to achieve an agree-

able, workable solution to the projected financial needs. We do recognize that

none of us can always have things exactly the way we would like them and thus we

have to work toward a solution that will work for the geod of all. May our

Lord guide us in these things, always to His glory.

In the beginning of March the Finance CaITanttee sent a letter to all member

congregations requesting their estimated financial support for the cOITQng year.

T~e results of this letter were received in total toward the end of April. These

St. John's

St. Luke's

Peace

St. Stephen's

Trinity

Total per month:

Total - Yearly

General

50.00

18.00

65.00

30.00

10 .00

$173.00

$2,076.00

Seminary

250 .00

72.00

375.00

350 .00

35.00

$1,082.00

$12,984.00

Mission

40.00

10.00

175.00

100.00

$325.00

$3,900.00

Because these total figures were less tharl the prevtous year I s totals and

leES than the past year's expenditures, and also because the projected expenses

for this coming year are even higher, the Finan:::e Committee chairman sent out a

second request for re-consideration of the support to the conference. The

~e~~ponses to this second letter were not rece::' ved in tc't:::.l ,..::til just about one

week prior to this convention. For these reaso~s and also because L08 ~h~~~~~~

of this committee did not feel that it could give the congregat~ons a realistic

budget proposal (normally to be included in the Prospectus) with the information

available to us at the time, no such budget was submitted. (We do however have a

budget proposal and worksheet at this time to a~d in our fin~~cial deliberations.)

Responses to this second request were unchanged. One congregation however didn't

feel at the present time that they could reconsider their support in light of the

problems that beset them. Peace co~~regation, although they could not make any

increases in their support, decided not to charge the Seminary the usual $100.00

per year facilities fee. One congregation said they might even have to reconsider

thei r support later in the year due to local ci TCuffistances though they felt for
(3S)
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the time beir~ the need to make a change would not be nessessary. So the figures

we have to work with after this second request are the same as those received from

the first re~uest.

In conj~~ction with your budget worksheet we ~~ll go through the fw!ds one

by one and explain the details or the reasons for the proposals as they are.

In the General Fund we had a re~uest for an increase in the Operational

G~bsidy of Scriptural Publications of $300.00 per year due to increased costs.

This convention has now authorized an additional $300.00 to this figure for t~~s

year only to cover current deficits thus makir~ the increase this year to $600.00

or a total projected expense this year of $1,800.00. Expected increased telephone

expenses are projected at approximately $300.00. Travel expenses for officers to

this convention total approximately $1,400.00. With an additional allocation of

a conservative figure of $600.00 for anticipated expenditures by the Seminary

Professor to meet with the pastors of the F.L.C., as proposed by the Committee

on Theological Education, leaves the projected figure approximately $2,000.00.

Cost for the convention will remain the sa..,'1e. There will not be any Tuition

Matching Payments this year. Miscellaneous expenses are anticipated to be approx­

imately $.500 .00. Feflecting tr.ese projected expenses the Proposal #1 is offered.

The only item in this proposal that reflects a decI~ase in the anticipated expend~

i tures is the telephone; there bein~ the hope that all will try to cut down in

this area. This proposal totals $5,000.00 in experldi tures for the year and when

compared with pledges totaling $2,076.00 we note that ttds does not eVen come to

LG~f of that figure and so we are left short of meeting the budget by over

$2,900.00. If the proposal to payoff the Seminary Loan is used, toeether with

c.llVLcipated interest earnings, this negative figure is reduced to approxiL:2:t~~=r

$2,200.00. This would effectively at. the end of the year reduce our current

b2.1ance to approximately $2,100.00. In an effort to minimize this reduction the

Proposal #2 is offered. KeepiI~ the Operational Subsidy the same as the past year,

authorizing no phone expenses of any kind (member congregations to foot this bill), &

reducir€ travel to only expended figure to date. (Fossibly the expense for travel

by the SeminaIy Prufessor as proposed by the C.T.E. to cOMe from the Missic~ Fvnd

as a 1'lission endeavor.) It was also thought to have the r,osting congregation of

the convention to pay for it's expenses in full, however this year we could not

rightly do so for the hostir~ congregation has expected to receive this and so

have adjusted their costs for this convention, therefore this figure will stay

at $300.00. A cut in the miscellaneous expenditures was considered but with the

telephone being cut, the costs in postage is expected to increase to offset this

cut therefore this figure is kept,~he same as the first propcsal. This proposal

total s $3.400.00 for the year and when conparec with pledges totaling $2,076.00
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we find that we are short by approximately $1,300.00 of meeting this proposal.

Without the Seminary Loan Payments to offset this deficit we are left with only

projected interest earnings of approximately $100.00 to lessen this deficit to

$1,200.00 over the year which would leave the year's end bal~~ce at approximately

$3,100.00. Because there is a balance in the General Fund capable of sustainir~

our current endeavors for at least this next year proposal #1 may be the wiser

choice at this time.

In the Seminary Fund tecause of current conditions we can not even consider

an increase in salaries for the professors, still if it were possible we would

definitly make it a consideration. Since Peace cor~regation is not charging the

corderence this year for the SClrinary facilities we won't have this as an expense.

LibrC'...:ry, stock, periodicles, and miscellaneous have been left at a "status ClUO".

PaJ~ents to eliminate the long outstanding seminary loan are being considered;

$600.00 is currently outstanding on this loan. The total figure for the projected

Semina:ry expenses is $14,528.00. Because the difference between the total pro-

jected figure and the pledged support of $12,984.00 is very sub,otantial, such that

current salaries could not even be met, proposal #1 is offered with the following

explanations; Because the corilerence is the primary source of earnirrg for the

full-time Seminary professCir, upon which i1e base3 his regular on going living

expenses, your committee does not feel it wise to make a cut here, especially in

the current economic times. Still there has to be some cut for we dOQ~ have

an excess to lean on in the balance of this fund but rather a $600.00 deficit.

30 just as cuts are made in business, so "e too Hill also have to consider

making some cuts. Because the conference is not the primal~ source of earnings

for the associate professor we feel it best to make any cuts here. In proposal

1,:'1 this Hould be an actual sacaticle without pay with tne posibilities of a

change at a later date. The idea cf havtng "extra Hork" when there is a lack of

students is, we believe, q·~esti0nable when there aTe ao future propects but uhen

those conditions exist in addition to a lack of funds to EUpport it, that is

called deficit spending (or spending something you con' t have) and this committee

"be,l:Lev"es that this is not so;ne"thing tr1at is at all advisable. In light of these

current conditions a sabaticle w"ithout pay is one possible solution. Any monies

that may be needed for the building up of the Seminary 1ibr3.Ty can come from the

Li brary FUnd so thi s expense was eliminated. In order to keep our Semin~ry

current the periodicles have been included. This could however be an extention

of the library and so couln be funded out of the Library Fundi this was not

proposed as such for the amount is insignificant by comparison to the other items.

Since the Seminary is basically inactive there is no real need for the stock or

rrdscellaneous items and so were eliminated. In an attempt to get this fund back
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into the black we have included the $600.00 due on the outstanding loan in the

cudget. This proposal totals $12,039.00 and would leave us with a positive

balance at the end of the year. This also leaves a little room to work in the

event that one of our congregations should have to cut their support during the

year. If however the convention decides against this ~lan an alternate ~lan is

offered, this one includes the associate ~rofessor with a cut in pay and an

elimination of the Semonary loan payment; everJt!"..ip.g else remains the sall1e as

the fi rst plan. Thi s would leave us with no real char.ge in the year-end

balance and also leave us with a $600.00 debt in this fund.

In the Nission Fund the committee learned that the suh'3idy request will be

the sane as the past year. Pledged support to this fund is $3,900.00; when com-

rarej to the Nission budget of $5,184.00 we find that this leaves Ul:: $1,284.00

s~ort. When including the projected interest earnings of $2,434.00, this would

18ilve this fund with a net plus figu:re of $1,150 .00 at year's end. This fund

leoKs to be in the best shape at this time.

Your conuni ttee is ai,3xe of the problems that are facing a sister congregation

2:1d of thf'l possi'oiHty of their cutting or totally eliminating their support to

the cOIlle:rence. It it; {,,,It th'lt in order to be fair to them, ~o as not to offend

1.:1 any· Hay, and to be f2~iT ~yith the rest of the conference that we shovl d ;~.ccept

t]lei'~ lord on their continued support to the conference especially after the

lGt tor ot June 20, 1982 which they sent to our presider:t, this letter being

ypceiveo l'y him just this past thursday. \{e do hOKever fl€ree that there should

be a conUngency plan in the ev?nt that things should change. Looking at that

a::>I'ect on a. fund to fund basis ife note the following; In the General :B'und there

is no I'L'oblefn for tee pledged a.:ilOunt to this fund is not that subcstantial to

,;reatly .cdf'3ct it besides th8ro being a sufficient unlanee bye should they not

ccnti~l1Je their sUP1Xlrt. In the Seminary F'und, using the proposal #1, He have a

i:.'.<:,:cticll YeE8l"Ve in that the ~)eminary loan paymer.t could be sS.T'".pJ.y not paid and

wi.th the antic} pated positive figure of $94.5.00 we have a $l,5'J0 .00 back-up. If

tLis should ShOH to be insufficient then we still have the back-up, by re:::olution

of tr,() ccmference at a former convention, to go into th(;) Seminarj Building fund

:~()r wha,tevG!:' needs should a~rise; there being sufficient funds for a back-up

hp.Te. He should note here though that this is cnly in the event the need should

~nise from unpredictable events and as noted by the resolution, is not to be

co::-,side:ced as a basis for makir~ a budget. We also flDte frorr. former resolutions

that it is not the desire of the conference to make a budget based on current

balances (under normal circQ~stances) but rather only on anticipated receipts.
I

In the I'liGsion Fund there is sufficient funds in the balance to use in the

eV'l?nt 'jf any problem.

One other Hem tr.at should be considered this next year is the possibili ty
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of retiring our Seminary professor if the current lack of students and financial

problems should continue, for in just a little over a year he will "be of retirement

age. This suggestion to be considered by the C.T.E. in conjunction with the Sem­

inary professor. With this arrangement he still could teach on a part-time basis

if such an arrangement were agreeable to all concerned. This is only a suggestion

but should be looked into this comip~ year to see if it could be a workable

solution to our current problems in the Seminary fund.

In our preparing of these proposals we have tried to keep in ITind the various

resolutions, needs, funds, ffild all the various ideas that have been input to our

committee. We should also note here that monies that are contributed for a spec­

ific purpose such as Missions, Seminary, etc. are often given specifically with

that intention. It is not :r:i.ght then for us under normal ci.rcumst8.L'1ces to ta1{e

TIlo::1ies that have been given to specific funds and use them in some other place,

for if the contributor wanted them to be used in other places these funds would

1:e given there to l:egin with. Therefore unless otherwise autho:rized by the

conference we are obligated to HOrk hi thin the lini b:Lions of the funds contrib­

·wated to the specific funds. This co;tJ.Ini ttee has tried to consider all the various

aspect.::-, i nvol VRn in making ;1 bJd~et ann based on this "re have SUL"JTTd tten two pro-

posals for you to consider, not rr2.k:"ng any reccomnendations of aYlY one proposal

over another. He realize that they r:;ay not be jU2t exactly what every individual

Dc'..y desiro bc:.t hope that all of us Hill l'o:::,k together to make a peaoeful solution

to',hiE fin'lDcial pro1:Jlem. j.,'e have included space for any addi tior.al proposals

tha.: [night 1Y~ more Yiorkable but -these first two aTt~ given here for your consider­

a-:'ion. I-ie welcome any suggestions or COI:',ments that you may have to offer.

Lcdi eated to Horkin..g toward a peaceful solution to our current financial

rrcblerr.s, always to the glory of our ?recious SaVior,

The Finance Committee

tOTBIl LiI';';:sen
Ira,le Ellis
Kent Frerichs
Jeffery W. Styx, chainnan
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SCRIPTURAL pm"1LICATIONS
(Concordia Lutheran Conference)

FINANCIAL REPORT
6/1/81 - 5731782

Cash Balance, June 1, 1981

Add Cash Receipts:
Sunday School Lessons
Concordia Lutheran Subscriptions
Conference Subsidy
Books and Tracts
Other Receipts

Total Receipts

Total Cash Available

Lr:~s s Dj sbuT sements :
Gas and Electricity
Hent (P. F. Luedtke Duilding)

:t-Iaterial and Labor Costs:
Sunday Schoo]L3s sons eMa terial Only)
Cone ard ia Lu thorcln 01:-1. ter1al and Labor)
Othor Conferenco Costs (~Iaterial)

Nailing Costs:
Sunday School Lessons
Concordia Lutheran

:=:upplies
E'luipmt:;nt Repairs
Property Tax

Totell Exp',ndi tures

C,).:sll 8alance, May 31,1982

325.28
328.00

1200.00
72.38
85.00

0.00-::­
550.00-::-

349.85
824.08-::-
131.23

150.00

5.50
0.00
0.00';:'

~ 0.00

~ 2010.66

$ 2010.66

$ 2010.66

0.00

,', ':Ltional Fiscal Information:
t~'y C;lsh------'-.-

Fixed Assets (Original Invest~ent -

~n~h Receipts after 5/31(82
Cnp,1id Receivable (Inv. );0.571)

~ 6.61
no Depreciation
applied) 5033.29

138.30
20.80

-;:~ t r
." __l~,"~! E)~ l.:~~.J1~,3e 5 :
l0S and Eloc. bill not tendered by Hev. Bloedol
Property Tax bill not tendered by Rev. Gloedel
June rent unpaid as of 5/31/82
Labor (Amount due J.A. Scllluitt as of 5i31/82)

(Unknown)
(Unknown)

50.00
344.96

V. K. Bloedel, Business Manager
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Report of the Auditi~~ CON~ittee

We, the undersigned, have examined the firu!1cial records

of the Conference treastU'er and find them, to the best

of our knowledge, to be correct, accur.lte, ii!1d factual.

He commend hin foJ.:" his \fcll-rr.3intained books.

of the F!J.b1i;3hinr; ;-[o11se, ~~cri T1tural Ftlclications ,J.nd

June:
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Concordia Lutheran Conference

1981-1982 Statistical Report

(6/1/81 - 5/31/82)

I. PAROCHIAL (of member con&regations):

, , •••••••••••••• t •••••• 1 •• t , •• , t •• • 231

.......... , .
.............................................

....... , . 5
6

1

329

••••••••••••

Number of Congregations

Ordained Pastors (including one assistant pastor)

Available Candidates (c.r.m.)

Baptized Members

Communicant Members

.................................... t •••••••••••

• I •• f ••••••••••• • 104

73
68...............................

Voting Members

Children in the Sunday Schools

Adults Regularly Attending the Bible Classes

Corr~unicants received By Transfer • •••• t , • •••• J
By Confirmation • • • • •••• 2

TOTAL • • • I •• ·...... • t •••• • • ...... 5

By TraJ1Sfer •••••Communicants lost -- · , 1

By other circ~~s~~cc •••••• 13
TOTAL ..................... 'I t 14

••••••••• ~ • ., ••••••••••••••••••• 'S ••••••••••••••••• I ••

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• t.

•• , ••••••• t ••••••• , •• I ••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••

Total Acreage .•.... t ••••• t' , ••••••••••••• t I .

15
2

1

J
18

1

41
11

30
5

10.1
...................

•••••••••••• f ••• ,. •••••••••

•••••• , ••••••••••••••••••• 13 •••• ' ••• , ••

""', , ". " " , .. , .
Congregations Owning their Church Property

Elected Church Officers

Organ i s ts t'" I , • • , • • • t I , , •• , • • • • , , • • • , o' • • If • t • • • • ••••• , • • • • , , ..

Sunday School Teachers ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Lay Sll}?erintendent.s .•••.•.... . II •• 'I' •••••••

Choir Members

Baptisms

Confirmations (Adults and Children)

t'Jarriages

Burials

Total Valuation of Real Estate ............... , . $ 648,000.00 (Est.)

II: INSTITUTIONAL (of our Seminary):

•••••••••••••••••• lit •••••••• t ••••••••••••••••Current Students

Professors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2

o

Graduates to Date .•...........•... .' . . • • • . . • . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . •. .3
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MINUTES OF THE 31st Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference

Friday Sessions

The 31st Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference opened at 9:30
a.m., on June 25, 1982, at St.John's Lutheran Church of Lebanon, Oregon, with
a Divine Service in which President Natterer, the local pastor, conducted the
liturgy and preached a sermon on Rev. 2:10, with the theme: Be Thou Faithful
Un.E..£ Death and 1:. will give Thee ~ Crown of Life.

Sessions convened at 11:02 a.m. with a prayer by President Natterer.

The first matter of business was the appointigg of convention committees as
presented in the convention prospectus, page 2. The appointments were:

Auditing Committee: Pastor Schaefer, Ted Fitzwater, and (for the position
originally designated for a delegate from St.Stephen's,
whose delegates were absent) Robert Bloedel. It was
noted that in Mr. Bloedel's absence, Mr. Paul Luedtke would
serve as his alternate.

Committee on Registration and Excuses:
Pastor Styx, Francis Williams, and John Dirksen

Nominating and Elections Committee:
Pastor Mensing, Robert Bloedel (Paul Luedtke, Alternate),
and Loren Dirksen

Resolutions Committee:
Pastor Bloedel, Stephen Bloedel, and David T. Mensing

The initial report of the Committee on Registration and Excuses was given by
Pastor Styx. He reported:

a) regarding credentials [or seating at this convention (see page 19 of these
Proceedings);

After this portion of the committeeis report, a question was raised
concerning the se8ting of Pastor Schaefer as a lay delegate. It was
answered by the Secretary that the Board of Directors had appointed a
special co~mittee to study the constitutional question involved and to
report to the next regular Board ~eeting next June and through the Board
possibly to the next convention, and had resolved in the meantime to follow
the precedent of considering him eligible for conference offices reserved
for pastors established since 1969 and that of accepting his seating as a
lay delegate established by his being seating as an alternate in 1974.

b) concerning a letter addressed to the convention from St. Stephenis Ev.
Lutheran Church (This letter was read to the convention, as was President
Katterer's letter to them of June 7, 1982, which was cited by them as a prime
basis for their decision not to send lay or pastoral delegates.) and

c) concerning registered attendance; specifically, that at that time registered
attendance totaled nine persons,including one pastor,S lay delegates, one
alternate delegate, and two visitors.

The com~ent was made that this report of the Com~ittee on Registration and
Excuses really ought to preceed the business of appointing convention committees.
It was then moved and seconded to receive this report of the committee. The
motion was carried.

The annual Report £f the President was given by President Natterer. (See page 16
of these Proceedings.;--Vice President Mensing took the chair during this report.
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In his report President Natterer summarized his dealings ';-lith Pastor Luedtke
concerning his position and essay on the Doctrine of the Church and Ministry,
some of the results of his position, the article on Objective Justification
which was sent to Christian News for lJublication in adcli tion to its pubtication
in our conference periodical, and other matters of interest of the past year.
It was moved and seconded to receive this report subject to review. The motion
was carried. Vice President Mensing appointed Pastor Styx, Mr. Stephen Bloedel,
and Mr. David T. Hensing (c.r.m.) to serve as the committee to review the
President's report. It was moved and seconded to accept this appointment. The
motion was carried.

President Natterer then resumed the chair and proceeded with the presentation
of the agenda. After noting a few typographical corrections, the motion to
adopt the agenda as prepared and printed was carried.

There had been no applications for new members to the Conference.

For the Press Committee (Vice President and Secretary in consultation with
the local pastor) Vice Pr~sident Mensing gave the £ollcwin~ brief oral report:

In view of the sad and regrettable situation facing us at this convention,
tIle com:nittee has mode no reports to the press at this tinle.

It 'Jas moved and seconded to receive this report. The motion was carried.

After- anIlOUnCerTIents, the convention recesscd for the noon mCi:ll.

The Friday afternoon sessions were opened with n devotion lpd by Pastor
t·'fcnsLn2,. The assembly sang HyInn 485 c1 C1.G Pastor ~lcnsing read r.1atthc-vl 9: 35-38
8'ld otEered a prayer.

ThE' ['(PSoll1ticns CorGrnittPl' l~hen prps:.,ni:l'd its r'e,;olution ctJnc'2rning Lhe letter
recei\!ed cram St.Stephen' ~3 Ev. Luthe r:rm Church in Iieu of iLs credent-tnls.
(Sf'C the hIll text of this r:'solul~ ion on page ),) of c.hese Pr'oceeding,;.) The
c'es,)lution \)/J.'3 ll;oved and seconded aile! car.ried unanimously by rising vote.

Past:or Schaefer then pre'3ented the first part 01 his eSC3ay, "Faithfulness on
the part of PListOCj anJ YentLcLs". II., ['resented Part I of the essay, dealing
with pastors. (See text of this essay on page 9 of these ?~ocecdings.) In
t1J~, di,'icusshJr\ uf this firc,t part uf the f;~,:-Jaj the folluhi.l\g 'Jere llientioned:
a) A certain Rev. AllsblolY on whom til2 rn:b1ication "C!n:i.s:-L;C\ t:ei'TS" had been
fo{:usiI1g~"as poi nt("d out a:3 a glaring c>xi"l1'ple of 0112 'i'TllO ,,'as not a fal thful
paslor, but Oic(; who lorder! i~t over hi'3 flock. b) The "lord ":Jcblonish" tOdard
t)1l' end of th..., 10th j'laragTEph of Part I must bf' understood LIl a IBTrm·(er S2nse
than t.hat which LS cOIT'l1:only used by us, which ,:;i<('1' ~3cnse includes the teaching
.3nd instruction \'lhich is to be given in rtleekIl.e.':~.::. c) 'The r,=->c;ponsiJrLl tty of '1

p~stur to remain faithful to his Lord and Savior is quite a~~Home when all the
points brought out in tIle assay are puL together. Our laymen ~ced to redlize
this and not lose sight of it from day to day, especially vlhen they see their
pastors sometimes but once a week~ d) There was eI~phdsis 011 preaching as the
most irr.portant part of the past.or's work.

The recommendations of the Board of Directors were then presented to the conven­
tion. There were two recommendations, one concerning Pastor Luedtke for his
position on the Doctrine of Church and Ministry and the other concerning St.
Stephen's Ev. Lutheran Church, his congregation. (See the full text of these
recommendations on pages 54,55 of these Proceedings.) It ';vas moved and seconded
to adopt the first recommendation regarding Pastor Luedtke (recognizing him to
be no longer in fellowship with us). This recommendation was carried unanimous­
ly by rising vote. It was moved and seconded to adopt the second recommenda­
tion, regarding St. StephenVs (offering again to send at their invitation a
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special delegation to discuss the doctrine and related matters with them and
urging them to take proper act Lon without undue delay). This recommendation
was also carried unanimously by rising vote.

The convention then broke for a recess.

Following the break the Finance Committee presented its report concerning the
past fiscal year. (See page 33 of these Proceedings.) The annual Treasurcr 9 s
Report was also presented by the 1reasurer, Jeffery W. Sryx. As the Treasurer
had noted that some of the conference funds were being transferred to govern­
ment securities, there was a question concerning tl1em. It was answered by one
of those present Lhat govcL"nwent securities were safer than bank or sn.vings and
loan accounts. It was also noted that the interest rate on government securities
was only slightly lower. It was moved and seconded to receive this report of
the Finance Committee. It was asked if it might not be possible to receive
Treasurer's reports a little earlier than during the second month following
the i"nonth "lith \,hich a s;:>eci£ic report is concerned. (The Treasurer, as had
others before him, had chosen to make regular reports on a monthly basis.) It
was noted by the Secretary, ",ho had formerly held the position of Treasurer,
that it was not re>alistical1y possible to complete the Ti1any hours of w:Jrk
in sufficient time for reports t.o r'~ilch the congregations before their
rneetings of the seeond month after the one reported on, in part because these
meetings normal.1.y come to'iiard the beginning of each month. There was no
forInal C1ction on

The elections of officers and committees was then conducted by the Nomina­
ting and Elections Committee.

Norninated for £.~'~_~.:?....:-~~~~~~~: Pastors Bloeuel, }lensing;; Schapf~r, nnd Styx
Elected: P.R.Dlacdel

Nominated for ~~\~~.i_9.."E~~: f'nstors J"cnsing, NJtterer, Schaefer, and Styx
£lecLu!: H. D:~.:.':!l..:'ing

Nominated for .S...·;;~.:~f~!~: Pasrors NaLu.~rer, Schaefer, and Styx
Elected: M.L.Natterer

Nominated for Treasurer: 1'Lssrs. J(,ffery H. Styx and JOllCt:han C. Schaefer
·--····-----.£lec u~'J: .:/ef_~ery~!.~_Sty~

NOI.:iniltecl for .~~~rj. ~~~~~r>:'1~::-l.~12h~_ from ,he ~ar..T~~~.~t:.: Nssrs. Rubert Bloedel,
S t0phul ~)loede L, Vi c tor (~. ,3ioede L, Ted. D. f isclu,:r, MlCl ,John R. Dirksen.

Elected: John R. Dirksen

Nominated for [lO,H'c! Ni:iTlber--:ll>.L21·ge fyom the Mid.TO/est: Nssrs. Lloyd E. l'brtin,
David T. Hens L-;:,-~·f::-.~-::rn·:),·;·.~d-·H.Da:liel llensing. ----

f: 1cc tl'cl: nil'1~~r. ;·len s ing:..._~~~ r. ~~)

The norainated (and elected) slates for Conference SU,tlding Committees were as
fa 11ov1s ([i r s t n8l11ed i n.cl i v itl lldl as c ha i rman) :

T\v.

Pastor Styx
Pastor Natterer
Robert Bloedel

c. Elected-_.._----
Pastor Schaefer
Pastor Natterer
David T. Mensing

B.
Pastor Schaefer
Pastor .Bloedel
David T. Mensing

Editorial Committee:
A.

Pastor Schnefcr
Pastor Styx
Robert Bloedel

Comm Lt tee on Theo 1og i~c-,a-,l,--E_d_u-=c-=a_t_i_o_n_._

A. Elected B.
Pastor Styx Pastor Natterer
Pastor Natterer Pastor Styx
Victor K. Bloedel Victor K. Bloedel
Jonathan C. Schaefer Lloyd D. Martin •
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Cornnittee on Missions
A

Pastor Styx
Pastor Nattcrer
Loren Diry..sen
:3tcphcn Bloedel
H. Daniel Mensing

B
Pa.stor Schaefer
rastor Bloedel
Robert Bloedel
Ted. Fischer
H. Daniel Nensing

C
Pastor Schaefer
Pastor Natterer
Robert Bloedel
Ted Fischer
H. Daniel Mensing

D. Elected
Pas tor Na tterer
Pastor Schaefer
Robert Bloedel
Loren Dirksen
Lloyd E. }Iartin

COE':!)li ttee on Lutheran Union
A 13 Elected

Vie'3 President (by ConsUtution-;----l1mM)
Secretary (by Consti tution) (r,~r..lI)

Frofessor Schaefer Professor Schaefer
David T. Mensing 1ictor K. Bloedel

2ul}isE.ing }~onsc Board
A :.~1 C'...~ teel

Fas Lor Bloedel
PG~3tor Hatterer
Ronald Schl8.ht
Victor' K. Bloi:'odel
P,:'xl Luedtke

of Control
B

fas tor JJloedel
Fastor styx
;:) :F:phen "BloOOel
'ri.ctor K. "Bloedel
D0.1e E:llis

l. 1.;L/~cteJ.-------_.
Tre::-,surer (by
Iccen DLcksen
D;~18 J:lUs
J;).1'1:Y Turner

B
constitution) (Jc.ffel.'y styx)

Fa.ul Iucdtke
L?l.'l'Y Tu:r.ner
!.loyd E. Eon'Un

;:t >i,m t:1(·m.:!I.J'ICd ,:md ':u:orc(leri to con::>ider all i~loctiol1s u)'.<:lnimonous. 'The
notion Hc:.~:; e:n:r led. ul1D.nhr,ou:31y.

As it Has the ~-)Ghcdpled ·~.ir;.c fOT th'3 'prescrlt:vt-:-en of the re-royt of t1;e COTtUlli ttee
Oi1 ;·:isstons 2.ncl as a l~~;pCl.,t for ~.~12e l-\,~.d. Ct~en Tcc~~iv0d frc70 }<3,stor IlL>.ltke, the
ch;:,.il"'t,lan of t.h,1.~:~ cor:l1~ittei.:J for the V:.~,;~: t ,Y<3ar, l)~lt, as th;-; ccn";/cntion tad recof;­
nizcd ·~.J~.],t~ rl,e ';r3<,) no }cnf~~-"c in f811o:·n;:'l·LT') 1,iith tnt: c0nf~';r{:;r~c(~, there i..;¥:,?",s SO;'':1.c
qL1C;?tion a~3 .!....'} ';'h;~t TO do ~rith tLe :,~c;'rO?t 8u·f.:;:j.tt r;!1 by hir.1. It Has I::o'Ved and
;::;(?CDtK:ed that thfj s.econd r~1~)toral m:~/::~:'eT of tl<:e Ct,>~:ni tte,-; for the p8..''3t year
l,){)~~ o'vcr tbe J'>:I)OT'~ c;ut~:'i·;:,~>:'\.-:l £u~d J>.)"',:.1.:3<3 i4~ -r,')X prese~1t~;1t.if)n to the cotJ.vention
at ;1 later t1;:tG~ The motien Has car:c·1.cci.

In i.lccordance Hi tb the su;:'';'';3 ti.on of th'~ Board nRde befo:c8 l"e~eipt of the
report on rn:l.~.::ions SUCt:1.t-tt.:;d by Pa0to,~~" J}_:(:(l::~':f,_~, ~:;~.Jt.Cl· :3c::·-:l.cfp_~~" tl:cn ()~(';;:3cn-r:'3d

_~_1_C. ··\-'C(;D()':':I.~~"l ':1~1(1<Jir~,e~~ ~,)~:: t:-~ ;~~:c/:~nti.:~_:·~ of tui.J.J').nc loa~"-:~ to ;r;~_'~3sjcn CO~'l;-!;Te-

~~;::~~~tth;h~~~:t;'~~~~~(((;~:~i~~:~:~~C:~ \;~~S~e;~~i~~~~~~':;~uc~y}):'~~' ~~':~~O~h~~~"l~;;~ee
ce-~;.Jj>LgS.) At>~,.·;r their.. In:c;~e:·1-t2.tl0n .i. t Has mov-ed and sccondecl t./) adcr·t these
gui(lclincs. Cr~e point of cliscussion J.~"}:cd COilc2:~ning the li,~;:itin~~ 0:[ loo.ns
to ;"L;sion CCn(;rGCl tions. It HoS ans\;r::cf:cl th.:,t ";.his had bf~cn the ori/iin£1.1
intent and the 'Hhole thrust of the COTh"":11 ttee's ·,:ork.

As the time for the supper hour had come before the matter of loan t:u1delines
could. he adequat(~ly d.iscussed the matter Vias held in a bey;;r.ce and the convention
adjourned until 8aturday morning.
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Saturday Sessions

The Saturday sessions were opened with a devotion lcdy by Pastor Bloedel. The
devotion opened with Hymn 544, Pastor Bloedel read Psalm 92 and offered a
prayer, and the devotion closed \vi th the singing of Hymn 550.

Discussion of the matter of the proposed guidelines for building loans to mission
congregations was resumed. It was moved and seconded to reco;nmit the matter of
guidelines for building loans to the Mission Committee and that it bring to next
year's convention the results of its work in this regard. Carried.

The minutes of the Friday sessions were then presented in rough form.. It was
moved and seconded to accept them subject to their approval by the Praesidium
in their final form. The motion was carried.

At this point in time the agenda called for the continuation of the presenta­
tion of the essay. As it was determined, however, that the balance of the
essay could easily be presented in the time seheduled for the Sunday sessions,
it was moved and seconded that we dispense with the presentation of the essay
on Saturday anc! resume its presentation on Sunday afternoon for the benefit
of the additional visitors who would be present. The motion was carried.

It was then moved and seconded, as statistics had then been received from all
memLer congregations, tllat ehe presentation of conference statistics be
scheduled on the Sunday agenda after the final report of the Committee on
Registration and Excuses. The nntion was carried.

The Report of the CommitteE' on Theological Education was then given by Pastor
Styx. (See page 22 of these Proceedings.) It was moved and seconded to
receive the report and to discuss bri~e£ly each of the recommendations and
possibilities "Iith the \fie\'1 of then submitting them to the Reoolutions COllunit­
tee. The motion was carried.

As the recommendations and listed possibilities "Iere in three basic groups,
attention ,vas focused first on the groups as opposed to the individual
recommendations. The first group dealt with encouraging men among us to
cc.'n'·dder and Lord vlilling to enter the Holy Ninistry dHlong us. It was noted
that our efforts in this regard should not be just a one time endeavor, but
should be a part of an all-going, continual, ye2.r lJy ye3T application and
extension of our love of the Lord and His Hard. It ,vas mov(,d and seconded
to submit the first three recommenclations of the Conunittee on Theological
Education, dealing with encouraging men to enter the Ministry, to the Resolu­
tions Com~itree. The motion was carried.

The second group of ideas presented by the commi ttee ''1en~ not recom:nendations,
but a brief list of some possibilities for solving the financial crisis in the
Seminary. After these and others were briefly discussed it was moved and sec­
onded that the Resolutions Committee take the mentionr.~d possibilities concerning
financial aspects of the Seminary under advisement. The moti.on was carried.

It was asked if it might not help to hear the Report of thL Seminary President
before continuing to focus on the third group of thoughts (the second group of
recommendations). It was determined, however, that proper order should proceed
with consideration of the recommendations of the Committee on Theological Edu­
cation.

This final group of recommendations were considered individually. Under the
discussion of the first of these recomnendations (regarding visits by Professor
Schaefer to pastoral members of the FLC) it was noted that the purpose of
this proposal was to have informal visits, which often prove more effective
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in determining whether or not doctrinal unity truly exists. To a question
concerning the costs we might expect for travel to visit these pastors, it
was noted that all of th~n live within about 400 miles of Pastor Schaefer's
home. To the question as to whether the thought was for long or short term
visits (i.e. a few days vs. a few hours, etc.) it was answered that this
would better be determined as each case presented itself. It was then moved
and seconded to submit this recommendation to the Resolutions Com~ittee.

The motion was carried.

The second of this group of recommendations was then discussed. It was noted
that also the Seminary's course on Propaedeutics had no real textbook, but
merely a syllabus. It was requested that Professor Mensing also be included
in this assignment for his talents in this regard. It .ras moved and seconded
to commit this recommendation to the Resolutions Co~nittee. Carried.

The third recommendation was briefly discussed (concerning entrance exams).
The motion to commit this recommendation to the Resolutions Connnittee was
carried.

The fourth recommendation was then discussed (concerning mission work in the
far south-western suburbs of Chicago). It was noted that this would be a
project of the conference, not the local congregation near-by. It was
noted that our c.r.m. might niso be used during the 3UTI'JUer months (He was a
teacher In the public. school system at the time). It was moved and seconded
to cOlmnit this recommendation to the Resolutions Corrunittee. Carried.

After brief discussion it was moved and seconded to sommit the fifth recom­
mendation of this group (dealing with ProEessor Mensing as archivist) to the
Resolutions Committee. The motion was carried.

In connection with the sixth and last of these recommendations, discussion
centered on some of the practical and financial problems involved. It was
moved and seconded nei ther to commit this :r:ecorrul1endation to the Resolutions
Committee nor to adopt or take any further action on this recommendation at
this convention. The motion was carried.

The Chairman of the Committee on Theological Education asked the Resolutions
Co~mittee also to consider the paragraph of his corrmitteeis report which
immediately followed the recommendations. This then concluded the consideration
of the report.

The presentation of the Report of the Seminary President then followed. (See
page 25 of these Proceedings.) It was moved and seconded to receive this
report. Carried. It was moved and seconded that the Comparative Symbolics
booklet mentioned in this report be submitted to all the pastors of the
Conference for discussion in the next plenary pastoral conference. The motion
"ras carried.

It was noted at this time that the Popular History of the Concordia Lutheran
Conference was available in booklet form. There was a question from the
Chairman of the Publishing House as to what figure should be charged for the
booklet and to whom this should be payable. It was moved and seconded that
the Popular History of the Concordia Lutheran Conference be made available to
all our people at the cost of $1.00 per copy plus postage and handling,
payable to our publishing house. The motion was carried.

As it was time for the noon meal, the morning sessions then closed with the
singing of Hymn 659.

Saturday afternoon sessions were opened with a devotion led by Pastor Styx.
The assembly sang Hymn 264 and Pastor Styx read John 14:15-23 and offered a prayer.
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The Report of the Editorial Co~mittee was then presented by Pastor Schaefer.
It was moved and seconded to receive this report and to commend the editorial
staff and especially the editor for a fine product. The motion was carried.

The Report of the Publishing House Board of Control was given by Pastor Bloedel
(See page 21 of these proceedings). The motion to receive this report was carried.
There was some question concerning the printing of the Seminary Catalogue. Since
there was not a need for a great volume of copies the advisability of expending
time and money for hot type printing was questioned. But for the need to have
some copies it was urged that some copies be produced. It was moved and seconded
that the Seminary Catalogue be set up in cold type proofs and that 25 copies be
printeu Ly Xerox or other copy machine. The motion was carried.

The Report of the Business Manager of Scriptural Publications was then presented
and the motion to receive was carried. (See page 40 of these Proceedings).
Following a question concerning the outstanding debt indicated in this report
it was moved and seconded that for the coming fiscal year we increase the
Scriptural Publications allocation to $600.00 in the proposed budget (i.e.
an additional $300.00 this year over the needed increase of $300.00 requested
for the regular figure). The motion was carried.

The report of the Auditing Co~~ittee was presented by committee member Ted
Fitzwater. He reported concerning both the books of Scriptural Publications
and those of the conference Treasurer. The motion to receive this report was
carried. The Secretary read a letter from Peace Ev. Lutheran Church explaining
why there had not been an audit of the Treasurer's book conducted locally (See
1979 Proceedings, p.43); namely, because the books had not been closed prior to
the time wIlen the Treasurer left for the convention (he had departed about a week
early), aml therefore the committee they had chosen locally h;,d not been able to
meet with the Treasurer for auditing the books. An explanation of the particular
circumstances involved this year was given and received by the convention .' It
was understood, however, that unless it is changed by decision of the conference,
the regular method of auditing the Treasurer's books continue to be by a com­
mittee of the congregation where the Treasurer is a member through the confer­
ence's convention committee.

The initial report of the Finance Committee concerning the budget was then
presented by the Treasurer (chairman of this committee, See page 35 of these
Proceedings). Before discussion of this report, however, the convention recessed
for a break.

Following the break it was moved and seconded to receive this report. There
was discussion concerning the text of the report; specifically, concerning the
matter of telephone conversations, concerning contingency plans regarding St~

Stephen's, and concerning the stated inability to transfer monies from one
conference fund to another. There was extensive discussion on each of these
points. A suggested rewording concerning the transfer of funds was suggested
by the Secretary and incorporated by the Treasurer into the rerort~ After fur­
ther discussion concerning the other points it was moved and seconded to re­
corr~it the report to the committee for correction before final presentation and
reception. The motion was lost. After some further discussion of the points
it was moved and seconded to recommit the report to the committee for re-wording
and for checking as to whether certain statements regarding the Seminary plan
were accurate. This motion was carried.

Discussion of the budget proposals was then taken up. It was suggested (this
"suggestion" was actually moved and seconded" but following some discussion was
withdrawn by both the mover and the seconder. As this is not exactly according to
Robert's Rules of order, but has been accepted among us I felt this was the wisest
way of recording the minutes) that the convention briefly discuss each of the bud­
get items and submit the matter to the Resolutions Committee to bring their recom-
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mendations to the assembly before developing a proposal #3. Aproposal #3 was then
presented from the floor for the Seminary and Mission funds. This proposal in­
volved transferring some of the interest income anticipated in the Mission Fund
to the Seminary Fund so that both salaries could continue at current levels. This,
it was mentioned, would avoid the hardship that would be caused by cutting a sal­
ary with no advance notice, by delaying any necessary realignment until the next
year. This proposal was then moved and seconded. The specifics of this proposal
are as follows:

Seminary Fund

Budgeted Expenditures:
Professor!s Salary
Housing Allowance
Associate Professor~s Salary
Facili ties
Library
Stock
Periodicals
Miscellaneous
Seminary Loan Payments

Total

Receipts Anticipated:
Pledged from congregations
From Mission Fund

$ 7,272.00
4,096.00
2,388.00

00
00
00

75.00
00
00

$13,831.00

$12,98l~.00

850.00

$13,834.00

Net change: plus $ 3.00
Projected yea~-end balance: $ 57.67 (not
counting debt of existing loan from General Fund)

Ni ssion Fund

Budgeted Expenditures:
Trini ty Subsidy
Transfer to Seminary Fund

Total

Anticipated Receipts:
Pledged from congregations
Interest

$ 5,184.00
850.00

$ 6,034.00

$ 3,900.00
2,1+34.00

$ 6,33l f.OO

Net change: plus $ 300.00
Projected year-end balance: $ 33,809.70

Discussion or rnlS proposal began, but as it was the supper hour it was moved
and seconded to table the motion to an evening session after supper to begin
at 7:00pm.. The motion was lost.

It was then moved and seconded to amend the motion to adopt this proposal #3
to include that the whole financial and student situation in the Seminary be
carefully reassessed at mid fiscal year so that if conditions are the same
as at present or worse study and recommendations concerning professorial po­
sitions and the seminary plan could be laid before the congregations prior to
the next convention so that a well thought o~t decision could be made at that
time and all involved would have sufficient advance notice. This amendment
was carried. With Proposal #3 so amended Proposal #3 was also carried.
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The convention then adjourned for the evening meal at 5:40p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Randall D. Styx
Secretary

Sunday Sessions:

(Pastor Natterer assumed his elected position as Secretary at this time).
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SUNDAY

June 27, 1982

AFTERNOON

"

i1:<.' c:pening devotion was conducted by Fev. O.lv.Schaefer at 1:30 p.m.
j':,mn 33 was sung - Psalm 116 \"as reaJ - Prayer was offered to the Throne of Grace.

GIlT newly-elected President, Rev.P.R.Bloedel, besan the afternoon sessions by
,~::,c;l1rjns the convention thC1t hI'- t"mJ-ld seek to C'3rry out his rpsponsihili_ties to

t],f: best of his ability under the Lord.

'Ull' minutes of the previous day's sessions were read and adopted subject to
r~view by the Praesidium.

Professor Schaefer then continued the presentation of hi1 essay: "Faithfulness
en the Pnrt of Past(,rs ;,!lei Hembers." This secone! pa:"t ot' hi s essay emphasized
li,e i~portancc of faithfulnes3 on the part of the members of Christian congre­
,: tions. The deleg8~es took a very nc~ive part in discussing this second part
~( his essay. The essay was a~opted with sincere thanks to the essayist for his
I;, i rhtul l:'lbors.

>ir • .Te[[',ry Styx continued the report of tlee ;:;'tnance Cor:mdL!..ce. A motion y1[,s made
.. !\-:.l seconded to hear the it'Vl sc:d repCl"t of the .[ iE,mc~ ,;.):";;:',i. ttee. Carried. It
',I<!', decided by the CC'lh'E'£lllon La c;ldnge ti,e Konl "lay u~-L" La "sa1Jl.)atical

j lhollt pay."

f)"~~\y~O.l'J9Schgt~fer, the s0c n nd pastoral TTICJ1ber of th(~ l~ission Comnlittee gave the
Cf..:)uct of this committ""cc, [t \'13.8 moved and seconded t,) 1 "c~ive this report ..
C;,,;:'rl_;_?d. In conlectior, \'Itl! t:-1i5 report the cO[]I/ention r,,:~nd an inforn',lcive oral
,-,;o;:t from Tl-i.nity Ll'thercHl Church, C,;os Day, Oregon, thco',lgh its pa"tor, Hev •

• ''::L~7>~t!o Thi.s congr83aticn,Nhi.ch is b(~jn3 su:)si-li£:.ed 01' C1Jl' ConfeY<:-;:1ce, continues
; is '"o,:k in holding foLth the Word of Lif,;. The 1~!()UOn lllcde Lo accept this report

"-':':' s"collr'('d 8J'd carried.

,," c('nvt.'ution then :1eard the rOpOl-t from the COin,nittee on Lutheran Union
!~' ~_'·:"("::i.\ted by Pastor H. D'::1"ll,'l >~ensin~~,. Ie -7,.ii.3..S rr.,)''y'(.:G Elr~d cic'c':);ld2d to Tcc(:ivc
,-',i ,'> report. C;jrrif~rl.

::;:;LLo!1 \\'3S 'lwde and secoli\led ~~O rfceLve the filJal repori. of the Corr:lrtttee on
',tration & Excuses as given by Nr. John Oirksen, a ~pmber of that co~nittee.

r i'led.

~l.-~0avid T~ }1cnsing, tile COilferenc2 St~tistician, xave the Statistical Report
of au Concordia Lutheran Conference. Motion made and seconded to receive this

arc:. Carriell.

;:"'/.H.David Hensing, in behalf of his ,:ongregation, Peace Ev. L\ltheran Church,
C"dended An in"JitAtion to h,)st. tl1" 1903 conve;trioTl of our Conference 8t Tinley

r~, Illinois. This invitqtion was accepted with thanks.

;:1; \1,lS moved and seconded to have the reading of
~;,'ssion committed to the Praesidium for revle,v.

the minutes frem the afternoon
CarTir~d.

The Convention was formally adjourned at 5:15 p.m. with the singing of
(lincn 53, the reading of Psalm Ill, t:he contession ot our Christian taith
(Apostles' Creed), the preying of the Lord's Frayer, and the Blessing by
Iresident Bloedel.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev.M.L.clatterer, Secretary
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RECOHi'LENDATION I from the Board of Diree tors

I,:P[REAS the Rev. James W. Luedtke has returned to his earlier false position in the
doctrine of the Cl!\Jrch and :t-linistry in a 11~n~=~LI!y pE'!rt~r 't-lltich he himself
d8scribes <'Hi his final, settled posi.tion and which r(;[lounccs our co,,[essional
position set forth in our tllesf>s, This Script,:ral PCl,;i:tiofj \\fc' Still Hold,
ratified by all our congregations i~-1c)6();~d ----- - ---- ---

WHEREAS he has dealt deceitfully with the Conference by giving the appearance that
he was still in the unity of the Spirit ~'J; r~l us while for six months he was
preparing his paper in complete opposition to our public confession; and

\·mC:RE!\5 he has rejeeted a critique on that paper, n'ql_~cstcd by hi'll mid his congrcgntion
and prc'pared by the' pastors of the Conferc'ncc <,ccording to sound Scriplul-;,1
principles; and

\.JEEREAS he ...11S given the opp<J;:tunity to atte:1d the present Pi1storal Conference,
OT'.ce ngR.in t,l b0 8(1 r10n i shed for his fillsi' position 2nd for his deception,
but hns declined to come and hear us;

TI1EFE1~ORE BE IT RESOLVED thClt we recognize reg;:'f:tfuJ.ly tInt Pastor Luedtke has
per3istC!iltly violntC'd the comlitions of !rj(·Fl'j.c'r'cfJip and fel1o~'1s11:lp set
forth in Article IV of the Conference Ccns~itution, specifically in
that he no longer holds to our 2onfessionaI st2nd2~~ in the Vord of
Cod, and thc1refor:- tL.-,t he has fOlfE:itecl hi:, ChrioLi.-3n ;:,~l1_o"lShip

with our Confcrencc Q (Compare l\xticle VU)
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\';lEPEl.S Pastor Luedtke has broken bis fcllo'vlship \d th ~s by pCI sistently adhering to
a false position in th(, doctrine o[ the Cl:urcb and r'linistry and has thus
reIlO1.lDCed his agreement ,.;ritl< our confessionsl standarJ, thereby forfeiting
his Christian fellowship with our Conference; amI

h'HEFEAS he hAd a fe,,, years ago basicEilly made knmm hi s posi tion to his flock, St.
Stephen's Congregation in Wilmot, and has been permitted by the congregation
to continue to do so privately, but has withheld from them the details of his
paper, as well as the critique by which we endeavored to correct him; and

'..nWREJ\S these urelhI'en nO'N" find themselves with a pasto;' ';.'ho is no longer in fe1.lm·;;;hip
either with our Conference or with his own congregation, inasmuch as they still
subscribe Lo our confessional position on the basis of Scripture; and

':',;lE1E,\S we recognL,:e the sincere desire, expres:<ed by cur brel1lren in tH l,TIot, fur a
"God-plcnsing crJilclusLon to the present di,fficulU,cs ':'\.llTO'.mding the church
and ministry questio~';

.i iIE~!,Er'OPE f3E IT RESOLVED LkJL we again offer to send Pastors ;!ccnslng :md B1.oeJel 2!o J.

special delegation, upon '\Y'ricten inv.Lt8tion ()[ tIl(:: cor~~;regation, not to dit:'i";:;;?y

or debate with theil- ;13stor, but to discuss these ~atters ~litl\ tt~~ln as our
brethren and to 1'e£re,;h their ([d,cis as to the tn,JJ,y ::c ",[ptu,-nl position in
these de,:tr-i,nes as \{2; all conCess'2d it to'::,ether dm'iTl U.rough the years since
the days of the MiB~ouri Synod!s orthodoxy;

Br.~ IT l'UK.LHER W:SOL}}ED that, out of CGllC{:tn for LhE~ir soul s end for t Leo soul s of their
children after tilem, ,1C CIS their deClr brethren u;ge Ch'em yet ;'\g;xi 11 to Lnfor!"'l
their pastor tj):lt tlH=y are sU),l in t 11e uili t:y of the Spi.rit ;7:;'1:.h ..t:l~::', and tlw.i:.,
i[ thei.r pasta':" cCld'jnl.1es to hold v) his ,'aise pos.i.tion, thEy s:tould ap;Ji3al t,j
his honesty and intf'grity in vie1H of his oath to tea.cil nothing c()n~~rary to U\0
congregation l s professed posLtLon, a,1d as:, hLn to 1'es18n; and

EE TT ::{'RTHER RESOL'JED th.:-,t 'de earnpst1y
long 2n! Ja:1geJ'ous delay in this
work like leaven in their midst.
Hatthe~v 7:15)

warn our dear brethren in Wilmot against a
matter which, acccr~in8 to Scriocure, will

(GalA.tians 5:9; U T;,il1othy 2:16,,17;

(Su~gcst sending this resolution in a brotherly letter to the cn~~re[atioll, through
its pastol, blJr ,"itl< a special cover letter to Pasto.c Luedt:,e,-'{'c';:i)-ecE~g t'o his
sense of honesty and fairness in su~mitting it to the congre2dtion and not Kithholding
eLt from them.)
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HESOLUT:I:ONS ADOPTED BY THE J1st ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN cONFEP.ENCE

Resolution t¥1.:

HHEFEAS it is stated in the .June 20th letter of St.. Stephen's Ev. Lutheran Church
to President Natterer that the President~s letr,er of June 7th played an
important part in their overall decision not to send pastoral and lay
delegates to this convention; and

W~EPEAS the President insisted in that letter that the delegates of st. Stephen's
Congregation "W":rite on their credentials Hith their si(")1atures that they
and the congregation they represent still share our confessional position
on the Doctrine of the Church and the Ninistry in order that they may be
seated at the convention (1 Cor. 1:10);11 and.

\HIl';RE;~S the President of our Conference, Hho is charged .·,ith gllarding our confessional
position, deeDed such an affirmation neces;32r;/ because "l-'astG-±'- Luedtke':3
confession on the Doctrine of the Church &: 1'.1 nis ::ry is plainly no longer
tha t of otn' ConI e:rGn~e," and because "it i:: ';'lirlent froD the correspo:;dence
that he made kIlCHn to his congregation, at leas-t the ba.sic substance of
his false position;"

THEEEFCEE BE IT RESOLVED to :receive the letter fran St. Stephen's Congregation,
Vlilmot, Soutl; Dakou'l, &s an explar;a tion of the 2.bse:'1ce of pastoral and lay
o_elegates from this convention, cut not as a proper excuse, inasmuch as it
sets itself against a forthright confession of their faith with us, in Gpite
of the fact that they r3cogniz0 tl-Jeir official 3ul:scrijJtion of 0"\.;.1_- COllf(3reH~e

position; and

BE IT' FUFTHER RESOl'IP";D that v:e ShOH by this action a true spirit of brotherliness
v:hich rejoices in tha t:ruth and ecc:cnestly desires to point lJrethren to
the proper application of Gcd r s ~·Jor.d in tl:cir lEE: and conduct, that the
unity of tho Spirit flay be preserved among us in a trLlly God-pleasing
manner.

lEi8REAS the Rev. James VI. Lu,:;dtke has returned to his e':l:rlier false position in the
doctrine of tl"l8 Church and Einistry in a len{!;t.hy p""per Hhich he himself
describes as his final, settled position and ¥Thich renounces our confessional
positiun set forth in our theses, This Scrin~ural Posi~ion We Stil~ Hold,
ratified by all our congregations in 1968; and

vJHSFEP.S he has dealt deceitfully Hith the Conference by Giving the a"ppearance that
he Has still in the unity of the Spirit with us "While for six months he Has
preparing his paper in complete opposition to our public confession; and

WHEREAS he has rejected a critique on that paper, requested by him and his congre­
gation and prepared by the pastors of the CO~Jerence according to sound
Scriptural principles; and

WHE~>S he was given the opportunity to attend the present Pastoral Conference, once
again to be admonished for his false position and for his deception, but has
declined to come and hear us;
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THEEEFOP<E BE IT RESOLVED that we recognise regretfully that Pastor Luedtke has
persistently violated the conditions of membership and felloY/ship set forth
in Article IV of the Conference Constitution, specifically in that he no
longer holds to our confessional standard in the 110rd of God, and therefore
that he has forfeited his Christian fellowship with our Cor~erence.

(Compare Article VII.)

Resolution fjJ_:

1'.'HSREAS ?astor Lned+;ke hets hroken his felloHship >'rUh us by persistently adhering to
a false position in the doctrine of the Chu:::'ch and I\linistry and has thus
renounced his agreement ~ith our confessional standard, thereby forfeiting
his Christian fclJ.oHship with our Conference; and

\{}!E?J!jAS he had a feH years ago basically made known his :position to his flock, st.
Stephen's Congregation in \{ilJTlOt, and h3.S been permitted 'by the congregation
to continue to do SJ privat-ely, 'but ha~, Hithbeld flam them the details of
his paper, as well as the critique 'by which He c::rlueavored to correct him; (tEli

v[}{El':.8AS these brethren n01: find thenselves with a pa:3tor I"ho is no longer in fel101{­
ship either 1',ith OUT Conference OT with his O"\:n cong:ccgation, inasmuch as
they still subscribe to our confessional position or. the 1:asis of Sc~iptl're;

and

\'!liSFJEJ'\.S tie reco[,nize the sinC":(C,re des ire, expressed by our brethren in 'dilmot J for a
"God-pleasing conclusion to the prescr.t difficultie~.:; surrounding the church
and minist:ry (P,18s-tion;"

THEFGLFCP..E BE IT RESOLVED that vie again offer to semI Pastors )ilensing an.d BJ.oe,iel as
a special delegation, upon written invitation of the conglega-tion, not to
dialog or debate viith their pastor, but to discuss these TEat-t~ers with -them
as OUT brethren and to refresh their minds as to tJ:--,c truly Scriptural
po.sition in these doctrines as we all coni I~.ssed it together dO~G th:rough the
years since the da.iTS of the :,Iissouri Synoe.' s orthodoxy;

FE IT FURTHF~R ro--;SOLVF.D that, out of concern for their souls and for the souls of
th3ir children aite.I' them, we as their de2r b:rethren urge the];) yet again
to inform their pasta>:' that they are still in the u:-,i ty of the Spirit with
us, and that, if thdy :pastor continues to hold to his false position,
they should appeal to his honesty and integrity in vio:~w of his oath to
teach nothing contrary to the congregation's professed position, and ask
him to resign; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we earnestly warn our dear brethren in Wilmot against
a long and iiangerous delay in this matter Hhich, according to Scripture,
will work like leaven in their midst. (Galatians 5:9; II Timothy 2:16-l?i
l1attheH 7:15)

Resolution #4:

WHEP£AS the necessity of ~aintaining our seminary as currenily structured is still
recognized 'by our Conference as an item of high priority, including our
particularly well-qualified and gifted faculty. our theological curriculum
as developed and refined over the years, and our seminary's recognition
'by the State of Illinois; and
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\:!HEREAS, l·li th the prospect of no student whatever for the ccming academic year, our
Confcrsncc finds itself faced Hith the difficult prospect of maintaining ou:::'
facul ty on salary with no re6'~lar duties in lieu of classroom instruction;

T~RSFORE BE IT F.ESOLVED that, upon recommendation of the ComIni ttee on Theological
Education, we continue our seminary faculty on a working sabbatical for the
coming academic year, assigning them the following projects in lieu of
classroom duties:

1) Authorize Professor Schaefer during the next sp-vera~ months to visit
individually, at Conference General Fund expense for travel, the pastoral
members of the Fellowship of Lutheran Congregations fat' personal unofficial
interviews regi.!.'ding their doctrinal and. (xn~J essicnal positions, and to
convey the results of these interviews to the chairman of the Committee
on Lutheran Union wiih the view tov;al'd sUDsequent fruitful negotiations
with this group as soon as it expresses the w·ill:~.ngness to meet with our
union committee;

2) Assign to Professor Schaefer, in consultation with Associato F-.cofessor
Mensing, the :preparation of entrance examinations for prospective students
who have studied privately or taken pYe-serr.inar~1 coursework but have no
college tT<.'insc:dpts to present;

3) Deleg'lte to hofessor Schaefer the task of conducting missionaTy activity
in the JJockport-New Lenox-Romeoville-Homer cCohm'hip region of the south­
western Chicago suburbs to explore ano_ to assess -the possibili ty of
establishing a I;lission station or small congregation in th(~ L a:cea;

Ly) Authorize Associa to Professor Mensing to con-ciuue the maintenance of
historical archives for the Conference a~d to devise a system whereby
these materials can be made availa-ble in copy fern to others uyon Yeqw~st,

particularly those documents Hhich aye not c,-'.rrently available from o~L,her

sources. Necessary funds fOl' the iIaplementation of this ass:'Lgnr.ent are
to be defrayed out of the Cunference General Fund;

5) Request Professor Schaefer to prepa:c'e, in consultaf.:.ion with Associat,e
Professor rIensing, textbooks for the follolli.ag courses in our st~mln8.ry

curriculum for "hieh no adequate text is currentJ_y available:
a) Propadeutic:3 b) Liturgics c) Cat~]chetics; and

B2: IT FURTHE:R RESOLVED that the Professor and Associate Pro.fessor file quarterly,
written reports with the president of the Conf erence 2.nd the chairman of
the COffiIuittee on Theological Education, summarizing their activities and
their progress in these assignments.

De~olution t!2:

~I{EF~,S the continuing lack of students in our seminary is of great concern to our
Conference, particularly as we look to the future and recognize the evident
need for well-trained, faithful pastors for ourselves and our chj.ldren; and

WHEREAS the COTh~ittee on Theological Education in its report to this convention
suggested various ways in Which our people may be regularly reminded of
this need and urged to remember our seminary in their prayers, to continue
their generous support of its work~ and to encourage young men to prepare
for the Holy Ministry in our midst;
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that our congregations consider including in the General
Prayer at divine services special mention of our beloved seminary and petition
the IDrd of the Church graciously to preserve His ministry among us by moving
the hearts of our young men to desire this holy office and to prepare for
this sacred vocation as undershepherds of Christ Jesus; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that our congregations and pastors be encouraged to include
this topic in Bible Class discussions, young people's gatherings and at
other opportune times; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as an adjunct to this local effort, the Editorial
Committee solic~t from each of our ConfsI:el1ce pestors an article on this
subject to appear during the coming year in our official periodical.

Resolutions of Thanks
B.5'l"olution #6:

HHEREAS the sermon delivered by our President at the opening service of this con­
vention, as well as that delivered in the Sunday Divine Service by Pastor
H. David Mensing) ',reTe particularly edifying to the delegates, guests and.
visitors present, and

1mEREAS the delegates and visitors at this convention recej.ved also special encour­
agement and sh.'ength from the precious Hard of God in the various devotions
conducted by our pastors during the sessions; and

~Jf{H~P§..AS we were particularly edified by the special essay presented at this con­
vention regarding faithfulness to the 1.0::.:0:1 and. Ilis Hard on tl-,e part of
both pastors and their members;

THEHEli'ORE BE IT FESOLVED that the convention express its thanks to Pastors Natterer
and Hensing for th-:;ir edifying sermons, to ProfE:Gsor Schaefer for his timely
and thorough essay, and to all the Conference pastors for the devotions they
conducted during this convention.

HEEREAS our Concordie. Theological Seminary has continued to enjoy the use of the
physical facilities of Peace Ev. Lutheran Church in Tinley Park, Illinois,
during the past fiscal year; and

;IiEEREAS Peace Congregation has continued to provide these facilities for a token
maintenance cost and, in the coming year, is offerlng them cost-free to
the Conference to help alleviate, even in a small Hay, the expenditures
for its seminary program;

THEP~ORE BE IT FESOLVED that we express our gratitUde to the Lord for the con­
tinued brotherly cooperation, generosity and sacrifice of Peace Congre­
gation in its promotion of this very necessary work among us.

Resolution #8:

WHEREAS the officers, standing committees; and appoi~ted committees have served
our beloved Conference faithfully during the past fiscal year under the
Lord's continued blessings;

(59 )

1982 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



Tl1EREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we express our gratitude for all that these brethren
have wrought in their dedicated Christian service to our Conference during
the past year of grace; and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call upon the Holy Spirit to endow those brethren
who have been chosen for positions of Jeadership in our midst with a rich
measure of His grace in the new year upon us, so that all they think, say
and do may be in accordance with God's Holy Word, to His glory alone, and
for the welfare and continued prosperity of His kingdom among us.

Resolution £2:

ilHEREAS St. John's Lutheran Church of Lebanon, Oregon, has shown itself to be a most
gracious host to the 31st Annual Convention of our beloved Conference by
extending to delegates and guests loving Christian hospitality in its church
building and in the homes of its members; and

WHEREAS the devotions and divine services conducted during this convention were
beautified by special organ music to the praise of our Lord and Savior,
the Head of His church; and

WHEP£AS we ¥Tere privileged to enjoy not only nourishment for our bodies through the
dedicated service of the ladies of the congregation, but received also in
rich ab~ndance nourishment for our souls in the Bread of Life, God's precious
Word, and in the Sacrament of Christ's body and blood as guests of this
Christian congregation;

THEFEFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Concordia Lutheran Conference express its heartfelt
gratitude to the Fastor and members of this 8ongregation for their liberal
hospitality and their Christian fello¥TshiF and love which contributed to the
general success of this convention, to our spiritual edification and to our
physicalcomfortj and

IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Conference especially thank Mr. Stephen Bloedel
for serving as organist for this convention, and that we express our gratitude
also to Miss Nora Natterer for her generous personal contribution, as well as
for making the necessary arrangements for the recreational activity enjoyed
by convention guests on Friday evening; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, above all others, ¥Te praise and magnify the Lord of the
~nurch, our ~:acious SaVior, for the bountiful blessings He has continued to
bestow upon our Conference by His never-failing grace, particularly that
by His Holy Spirit He has graciously preserved us in true unity of faith
and confession in His Holy Word, in spite of the ceaseless onslaughts of
Satan and the defection of a false brother in the ministry. We beseech. our
gracious Savior, without whom we can do nothing, now to strengthen us in the
year ahead, that in keeping with our convention motto we remain fathful to
Him and to His Word even unto the end, to the praise of His abiding grace alone

*************
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