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Text: Reve. 2:10 OPENING CONVENTION SERMON FRIDAY MORNING

"How can you possibly justify the existence of another Lutheran synod?" This is a
question which I have heard at various times throughout the years. Had it been that
our Conference were formed simply because of personalities, external ceremonies,
perscnal likes and dislikes, then indeed the existence of another Lutheran synod
could not be justified in the sight of God. On the contrary, to disrupt fellowship

- for such reasons would reveal sinful pride and would surely constitute sinful
separatism which is contrary to the Word of God (Eph.4:3) and is rightfully
condemned in our Lutheran Confessions. (See Augsburg Confession, Art. VII, Apol.

* Apte III, Trig. pages 47 & 185). But, by God's grace, our Conference was not formed
and does not continue to exist-because of sinful separatism on our part. The reason
“for our existence lies in the fact that those who at one time confessed the same truth
with us no longer desired to abide by all of the Truth of God's Word., Therefore in
obedience to Ged's Word there was and is no alternative if we want to remain faithful
to the pure Word of God but to remain separate and not have church-fellowship with
those who have espoused false doctrine. In doing this we are obeying the voice of
the Lord in His Word when He commands, "Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid
them"(Rom.16:17). But another objection is raised. We are told, "But there are only
minor errors invclved." What right do we have to excuse what many may consider
to be"minor erross"? After all, the Bible 1s not our word to do with as we please,
it is the Word of God, the almighty Creator of heaven and earth! To excuse the denial
of any part of God's Word 'breeds indifference to the whole body of truth. And
indifference carries in its wake the loss of the truth"(Popular Symbolics, page 17).
The Lord warns us through the pen of the Apostle Paul, "A little leaven leaveneth
the whole lump"(Gal.5:9).

Because we have tgken our stand, by God's grace, upon all of God's Word and refuse
- to enter into church=fellowship with those who have espoused false doctrine, we nust
experience the consegquences of faithfully confessing and seeking to &ide by all o
God's Word ~_persecution. And here, at least in our own country, we are not talkinq

“ about bodily persecution such as the early Christians experienced at the hands of the
Roman emperors, but rather persectiion in the form of stinging ridicule and sarcasm.
We are accused of being Pharisaical, of possessing an holier-than-thou attitude, love-
lessness, refractoriness, etcs And because we have our sinful flesh such disparaging
remarks cause us much grief, For the "fiery darts of the wicked"(Eph.6:16) do not
hit steel and simply drop off, but they sink into flesh and blecod! There is, there-
fore, the danger that we, particularly in these last evil days of the world would be-
come tired and weary. There is the danger that we would surrender. But we dare not T
forget, "who bears not the battle's strain the crown of life shall not obtain®(Hymn
421), In order to encourage and strengthen us "in these last days of sore distress"
(Hymn 292) let us turn our attention to these words of oursidear Lord Jesus:

BE THOU FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH, AND I WILL GIVE THEE A CROWN OF LIFE!

Faithfulness is a virtue which is held in high regard even by the unbelieving
children of the worlde Wwhen a worker is faithful in conscientiously doing the
work assigned to him the employer can not heé®p but take note of this and the wise
employer will also commend such a faithful employee. We observe such faithfulness
on the part cf pious Joseph while in the household of Potiphar, an officer of
Pharach in Egypte. Joseph served Potiphar who "made him overseer in his house,

and over all that he had"(Gen.39:5). Even in this strange land Joseph, as we know,
was faithful to the Lord and '"the Lord was with Joseph"(Gen.39:2).
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To whom are we to be faithful? It is our dear Lord and Savibr Jesus Christ. It is He
who loved us from the foundation of the world, before we were ever born into this
iifees It is He who is our best and dearest Friend, to whom we owe all those wonderful
blessings we enjoy. It is He who for our sakes descended from the throne of His divine
glory and came into this world and took upon Him the form of a servant and was made in
re likeness of men (Philip.2:7) and who loved each and every one of us so dearly
that He sacrificéd His very life for us on the cross and shed His holy blood for us
that He might atone for all of our sins. It 1s that dear Savior who is exalted and
sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, that glorious Savior who is being
adored by all the holy angels in heaven. He it is to whom we should be faithful!

There are, of course, those whthin the pale of Christendom who readily agree that we
are to be faithful to the Lord Jesus. But, alas, at the same time, many have fallen
into the snare of the father of all lies of separating the Lord Jesus from His Wordl
In other words, such maintain that we should indeed believe in Jesus and be faithful
to Him but it is not necessary to be faithful to ALL of His Word. For example, an AM=FM
Christian radio station is operated here in the Willamette Vglley which claims to
glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. They speak much about believing in Jesus as our only
Savior and the need of being faithful to Him. But sometime ago the one chiefly re-
spensible for the policy and programming of this station publicly emphasized that

~ Ywe do not have to be cencerned about doctrine as long as we hold to Christe! In
a very sarcastic manner he belittled doctrine as being of little importance.

But where are we told about the Lord Jesus and His work of redemption? We are not
told about the Lord Jesus in private revelations and visions! It is in the Word of
Truth, the Holy Scriptures, that we are told of the Lord Jesus and all that He has
dcne for our salvation. The Lord Jesus points to the Scriptures and states, "They are
they which testify of Me"(John 5:39). Plainly the Lord Jesus declares, "Whosoever
therefore shall be ashamed of Me AND OF MY WORDS in this adulterous and sinful
generation; of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory
cf His Father with the holy angels"(Mark 8:38). And in the Gospel of John the Lord
says, "If a man love Me, he will keep My words"(John 14:23). And what is the commission
which the Savior gives to us? "TEaching them to observe ALL things whatsocever I have
commanded you"(Matt.28:20). Thus the Lord Jesus demands faithfulness of us - faith-
fulness to Him and His Word - all of it!

By God's grace, the public teaching of ocur congregations which form our Concordia
Lutnzzin Conference is stated in the very first point under Article IT of our
Conrerence Constitution: "This Conference and every member thereof accepts without
reservationt 1. The canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the
verbally inspired Word of God and the only norm of Christian faith and life (2 Tim.
3:15=17; 2 Pet, 1:21; 1 Cor.2:13); Ps.119:105; John 8:31,32)." And what do these
passages say? Listen! "And that firom a child thou hast known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and—1is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all geod works'"(2 Tim.3:15~17); "For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God speke as they
were moved by the Heoly Ghost"(2 Pet.1:21)3; "Which things also we speak, not in the
woras which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Chost teacheth" (1 Core2:13);
"Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path" (Ps.119:105); "Then said
Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, If ye continue in My Word, then are ye
My disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free"
(John 8:31,32).

i

(2)
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"Be thou faithful unto death!"

Would to God that we

Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

could inscribe these words on our

hearts with indelible letters!
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For the Lord Jesus and His Word are the dearest treas-
ures we possibly could have on this egrth, more valusble than gold, and silver, and
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attempt to take these treasures away from us we must consider to be our worst

enemy because he seeks to destroy our so

uls!
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" OQur first and foremost worst enemy is the devil whom

a roaring lion, who walks about, seeking whom he may

;underestimate the power of this
parents in the Garden of Eden!.

how he
oW ne

foe of God and man!
Behold how he scught

entered into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the
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devour (1 Pet.
Look what he did
the destruction o

betrayer of the L

The devil also has allies. There is, as Dr. Luther writes, the betrayer within us =

our miserable sinful flessh.

We Christians must cry out with the Apostle Paul, "I

“know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing....for the good that

I would I do not:

but the evil which I would not, that I do....0 wretched man that

I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death"{Rom.7:18f.)? Here again,

let no one underestimate the power of our sinful flesht!

In spite of the fact that

the Israelites had been commanded not to take anything from the inhabitants of the
city of Jericho for themselves, we recall how Achan's sinful flesh prompted him to
disobey that command and to keep the Babylonian garment, the shekels of silver and

a wedge of golde.

suffered a humiliating defeat

ER 43

CHIT L

And that because of this act of discbedience the Israelites

= o 7\
efeat in their first battle with the men of Ai (Joshe7).

And who can fail to remember the example of the great King of Israel, David, who
succumbed to the lusts of his flesh and became guilty of adultery with Bathsheba

(2 Samell)e

And, finally, there is the world with all of its allurements and enticements.

"The Apostle John writes, '"the whole world lieth in wickedness"(1l John 5:19).
The unbelieving children of the world are, in reality, co-workers with the
:devil who seek to bring us into misbelief, despair, and other great shame and
“vice. Lock what the unbelievers did with the Apostle Peter in the courtyard of
the high priest where this disciple of Jesus so shamefully denied his Lord and

Savior by cursing and swearing (Luke 22),

No wonder

the Apostle John writes, '"Love

not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world,
the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father,
"but is &f the world. And the world passeth away and the lust thereof; but he Ca
that doeth the Will of God abideth forever'" (1 John 2:15-17). -

Let us heed the cry of our dear Lord Jesus by daily pleading with the Lord to

grant us the aid of His Holy Spirit that we do not let Satan, the world, or our

own sinful flesh +r"1nmnhl

e O OUL

Qnm:n—nv\g faithful +o cur dear Savior we shzall

also
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strive to remain falthful to everything that pertains to cur Christian calling:
faithful in the performance of our duty; faithful in loving our neighbor as

ourselves;
£faithful

in the Lord's Supper;

in attending the divine. services;

fédthful in all Christian virtues.

faithful under the cross which we must bear;

faithful

faithful in prayer

£an + S
in a Trequent parcilip

"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a aown of life," says the

. Lord Jesuse

We know what a crown ise

emperors, and the like.
pearls and precious stonese

It is the heed-dress of kings, queens,
It is generally made of solid godifd and studded with
But God will not give us a crown made of perishable things,

-such as gold and precious stones. For what good does a king's crown do him when he
lies cold and motionless in his coffin? God will give us a different crown, a crown
that is more wvaluable and precious than all the croyns and kingdoms of this world

put together ~ a crown of life,

(3)
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The life that we are now living here upon earth is imperfect, full of woe and miserye
And the older we grow the more we feel such things. And finally death will have to
ccme at last. But being those who have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb we do not have to fear the King of Terrors. For the true
peliever in the Lord Jesus Christ perfect life shall begin from the moment we
breathe our last. Our souls, like the soul of Lazarus in Luke 16, will be taken

by the holy angels into the paradise of heaven where we shall see God and meet

the saints who have gone before us. This heavenly bliss which will last throughout
eternity is the crown of life which God will give and present to us, NOT because

we earned and deserve it by our faithfulness, but of His own free grace and mercy
in Jesus, cur dear Saviora

May this glorious promise of our dear Savior encourage us to remain undaunted
and unswerving in our faithfulness to the Lord Jesus and all of His Word even
in the midst of poverty, affliction and persecution! Amen.

Rew. M.L.Natterer, President
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CONVENTION ESSAY
FAITHFULNESS ON THE PART OF PASTORS AND MEMBERS .

By Rev. 0. W. Schaefer

"Be thou faithfull!" These words from Rev. 2 10 are the motto for our con-
vention this year mey are €S'|JEC“1€1| iy llLLHly in the times in which we live,
times that are marked by a spirit of unfaithfulness in many areas of life,
both secular and religious. There are, for example, husbands and wives who in
a spirit of perm1ssiveness fo]]owing the dictates of a so La11ed "New Morality"
no ‘Ionger abide b by the solemn vows which they made on their m.uumg ua_‘y’ and
act in a most unfaithful manner overagainst each other. There are people in the

field of business who strive for higher goals by resorting to methods and

means that are dishonest but are used in such a way as to disguise their true
nature. Thus these workers are unfaithful to their empicyers and to the company
which they serve. And what about the unfaithful acts of those who serve in
local or federal governmental positions? Time and again we hear and read that
these employees in many instances have succumbed to bribery, unscrupulous tactics,
and illegal measures in order to promote their standing and gain popularity.

How unfaithful they are to their constituents and to the principles of law and
order! And when we survey the reiigious field and examine carefully what is
said and done pubiicly by many of the clergy in our land, it is correct judg-
ment in the light of Scripture to declare that many pastors are not faithful

in the tasks wh1ch God Himself has assigned unto them, but in many cases they
"sarve their own belly, and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts
of the simple." (Rom., 16:18) Many more examples of unfaithfulness could be men-
tioned, but let these suffice to demonstrate how \ndegnr‘mwd this evil has bhe-
come! Lest this spirit invade and gain control of ocur lives, let us as Christ-
fan pastors and lay people strive, with God's help, to fight against it and

to set a powerful example to others! OQur essay this year focusses our attenticn
on this matter as it emphasizes:

FATTHFULNESS ON THE PART OF PASTORS AND MEMBERS

I.

What does it mean to be faithful? Webster's New UWorld Dictionary states
that it means constant adherence to something to which one is bound by duty
and obligation. Let us, first of all, apply this definition to Christian
pastaors.

When a pastor is ordained and installed, he is asked this question: Art
thou cetermined to discharge faithfully the duties of the holy ministry in
full accordance with the Holy Scriputures and the Symbols of the Ev. Lutheran
Church? Upon his response, 'I have so determined by the grace of God," the
congragation joins in praying that God would strengthen him in the faithful
performance of the duties of the ministry and biess his labors in the ser-
vice of the Lord. Dr. Walthor wrote in his Law and Gospel, "Reflection upon
the estate of preachers and teachers of the Word must make them ever more
faithful in the performance of their office." (p. 286)

First and foremost, pastors are to be faithful in preaching and teaching
the pure doctrine of God's Word and administering the Holy Sacraments accord-
ing to Christ's institution. Paul wrote to Timothy, "Przach the Word!" (2 Tim.
4:2) and to Titus, "Speak thou the L\ings which become sound doctrine!™ (Titus
2:1) It is clear that faithful amoasaaFOrs of the Lord are not to preach
their own wisdom or the wisdom of this world; they are not to make a show

cf their knowledge and oratcrical skill; they have not been sent to proclaim
developments in science, literature, art, social referms, politics, laws,

(9)
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and the like. The only wisdom they are to preach centers in Christ and Him
Crucified, in Him who says through the prophet Jercmiah, "He that hath My
Word, let him speak My Word faithfully!™ (Jer. 23:28) And Peter writes, "If
any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God!" (1 Pet. 4:11) True
prophets of the Lord must preach the Law of God in all its severity, telling
pecple that by nature all are Tost and condemned because of sin, are under
the wrath of God, and are doomed to eternal destruction. Then when people

vanlion +heid Tnfnl ndi+in nd +hans ad Af +ha Cavinwy Fas+hF]d dnictanae
ICUIILL LHC(I .)llllul \.,\JHUILIUH ullu LIICI( IICCU ‘JI \.lll‘, QUY TUT IUILHILAI HIIIII)LCI)
will also preach the Gospel in all its sweetness, assur1ng forgiveness of sin

through faith in Christ and His blessed work of redemption.

Tyna csevvante nf the Word will 3lea he mindful af the Fact that thovy
s oY vullu») Vi i H\Jtu LAN I BN Giow VO iUl v Lliv UL v villh LARAN
are to feed their flocks with ALL of Scripture, following the example of

Paul, who said, "I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of
God!" (Acts 20.27) This will therefore include warning their members against
all false doctrine and practice, which sceks-to undermine the Word of God and
the foundation of the Church, whether this is the case ¢f "grievous wolves"

entering in or the case of men arising "of vour own se]ve ... to draw away dis-
ciples after them." (Acts 20:29-30) In Ezekiel 3, God says, "I have made thee
a watchman... give them warning from me!" This will require courage and fear-

Tessness because the temptation will be great for a pastor to hold back in this
regard because scmeone's feclings might be hurt or because some like to hear
+hat is pleasing to the ear rather than such strong words as, "Beware of false

prophets!" (Matf. 7:18) "Mark... and avoid them!" (Rem. 16:17) "Try the
spirits whether thay are of God!"™ (1 John 4:1) "Beware 1est ye u]SO, being Tled
away with the error of the wicked, fall from your cwn steadfastness!" (2 Pet.

3:17) To be a good watchman a Christian pastor cannot be a dumb dog that fails
to bark when thieves and rebbers attempt to break in and steal. (Is. 56:10)
Qut of Tove for the souls entrusted to his care he will follow the perfect ex-
ample of Christ and pattern himself after the apostles 1n exposing and refuting
error on the basis of Scripture.

To be faithful in preaching and teaching pastors are not only to rebuke
sin, as we heard before, but also to give encouragement to their members
to lead a godly Tife, to walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:25), to Tive unto Him
which died for them and rose again (2 Cor. 6:15), and by their good works
to show their faith and to demonstrate to others the blessings of Christ-
ianity, motivated throughout by the mercies of God. {Rom. 12: 1-2)

Thycugh faithful preaching much needed cansolation from Scripture will
be given, for as doubls and misgivings, trials and tribuiations confront
the Leliever, he needs the comforting assurance that God alone can soothe
and calm his troubied heart. .

administration of the Sacraments, faithful pastors

sacred acts in accordance with Christ's institution.

re their members tha significance of Baptism through-

2 and will encourage the parents of a new bahy to have it
baDt17Ld Vibhd“f Tung delay, choesing as sponsors persons who are of the

same fe » sound in the true teachings of the Bibie. Such pastors will
encsgrége *nexv members to partake of the Lord's Supper often for forgiveness,
for strengthening of their faith, and for a testimony of the unity of faith.
They will arrvange for proper announcement for every communion service, since
they are vosponsible for the souls in their care and are to watch that no one
partakes of this Sacrament to his damnation. Proper preparation and continued
instruction in the blessings of Holy Communion will, under God, improve the
attendance record at the Lord's Table.

As regards the :
will perform Tan
Tney wiil held

out theiy 1iF0?’
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In addition to the administration of the Sacraments, true ministers of the
Word will conduct all official acts in a Godpleasing manner, such as.weddings
and funerals. They will uphold Scriptural principles in every case and will
not give in to the whims and desires of such as would circumvent these prin-
ciples. They will see to it that Sunday School classes are conducted in a
spirit of devotion and decorum with thorough instruction by cecnsecrated
teachers under their supervision. They will also hold edifying Bible classes
for the continuing spiritual growth of their members and will encourage them
to participate in this more informal study of God's Word. They will also pre-
pare children for communicant membership in the congregation through sound in-
struction in the teachings of the Bible and will guide them in every way to be
and remain a wholesome asset to the church. Faithtul pastors will also see to
it that voters' meetings are conducted in the spirit of Christ, in an atmosphere
of harmony and pearefu1ress, and will encourage all eligible men in the con-
gregation to take part in the work of the Lord given specifically into their
charge.

In his Preface to the Large Catechism (Triglet, p. 573,sec.19) Luther uryes

pastors daily to exercise themselves well in their studies and to keep on reading,

aching, learning and meditating. They, too, nced to search the Scriptures daily
and study the Lutheran Confessions anew so as to remain established in true doc-
trine. They are t3 Tive in caily communion wita God through prayer, and Luther
s4Ys "Bea God that through fdis dear Son He ”ndlu f1ve you His ’o?y Sp1rit to en-
Tighten you, guide you, and give you understanding!" (Festival and uﬂcasn‘ma:
Sevmons, L. Wessel, p. 128) Then in humble LfoﬂnuenCD upon the Lord they will
be able to give their flocks the spiritual nourisrtment which thﬂ/ need week after
week. It is well to remember what Paul wrote to Timothy, “"Take heed unto thyself
and unto the doctrine; convinue in them; for in doing this thou %i 11t both save
thyselt and them that hear trec!" (1 Tim. 4:18)

-3

£ fimportant official act of a Christian pastor,
ospel, p. 247) his work includes the shepnerd-

While preaching is the mos
as Dr. Walther put it, (Law and

L
ing care of every member in the conjregation. Peter writes thet ministers take
the oversight of the flock. (1 Pet. 5:2) Paul told tne elders at Ephesus that
the ”u¥/ Ghost made them overseers fead the church of God (Acts 20.28), and
(habr 13: 17), po ‘nts out bpat Dd;LOYS Hw!e the rule over their members alcne on
the basis of God's YWord. These passages zhow that the full suparvision of the
congregation rests with the p '*0: who i3 to keep a wancnful eye over his meumbers.

He bna~s on his h'art aver soul and must be vigilant lest it stray or
be Tost. The secure member mhsi D2 awa anad Lo nis perilous condition; he wno
errs must be led b( kK on the riJ > nath; ne whe is weax and wavering must be
strongbnened; ne who is tervified and troubled must be consoled; he who is

stubborn must be admonished.

viment of the

ATl this is a :)Iumn duty which oftan incurs tne oitter RO
s i £ task pastors

\

~

o

> 3
vary parsons it i ded tc help. To (afry out this difficul
should baar in mind ‘at Lagir ﬂu1ﬁ over &h bars 13 a ru]e\
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A noodsd bneg e
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of G l‘JUt.;, )iith * Law and uu‘\’.‘)C} N 2hitke whe feecea, nuv
alsc with an ﬁvarfs xlcal approach,  Let tnem nevoe windmize weongs Lo keep

friendsi .lps and maintain a supposed peace in “he churcen, for such action would
make ¢ nwre]inq‘ and not Cnonﬂowd and incur the wrath of God. 3ut may they

rale aion with Scripture and rot with their own notions and standards, lest they
daminei: % e flock in a tyranrica 1 manacr, for through Peter God warns that they
are a0 tn be "lords® over His heritage. (1 Pet. J.ﬁ) And Paul told the Cor-
TﬂahW;ﬂa, "Not for that we have “ﬂinion over your faith, but are nelpers of
your joy." (2 Cor. 1:24) God preserve pastors from being men pleasers, time
sarvers, or domineering tyrdnts! Let thcm faithfully use their cversight, not
as a position of personal power, but as a God-given ebligation to watch and care
far souls and some day before the Lord to vender an account for cach one.

(11)
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Faithful pastors are also such as set a good example
are to show themselves patterns in piety and godly living. Their daily walk must
be an object lesson of a truly Christian Tife. Thus Paul wrote to Timothy, "Be
thou an example of the believers in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit,
in faith, in purity!" (1 Tiw. 4:12) And to Titus he wrote, "Showing thyself a
pattern of good works!™ (Titus 2:1) Not only the pastors, but also those in
their household are to be cxamples of godliness, qgiving no offense in anything,
that the ministry be not blamad. Pastors will do well to review the qualifications
and directives which God lays down in His Wovrd in 1 Tim, 3:1-7 and Titus 1:7-9.
This will help them adorn true doctrine with a godly 1ife, both in private and in
public.

to their flocks. They

Concerning the pastoral office with its great and responsible duties, Luther

wrote at the close of his Preface to the Swall Catechism: "It invelves trouble
and labor, danger and trials, and, in dddition thereto, 1ittle reward and grati-
tude in the world. But Christ Himself will be our reward if we labor faithfullyt®

(Triglot, p. 539, sec.26-27) DBearing in wmind that "¢ is required in stewards
that a man be found faithful,” (1 Cor. 4:2) the Christian paqtow will strive, with
God's nelp, to pA*1orm all his labors faithfully, “71:1ng1y, and of a ready n:nd
not by constraint ov for fi thy Tucre. Baefore his eyes he will keep the blessed
cool of which the upo“19 Pater speaks, when he wirl , "ihen the chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye snall receive 2 crown of glory that fedeth not away!" (1 Pet. 5:4)
Also Ene prophet Ddaniel says, "They thal turn many to vightesusnass {shall shine)
as tne stars forever aod svarl 12:3) The Lord biess such faithful pastors
from on high and wake them a hl.is,ng unto many! tay tHe contiaue to send true
prophets among us win proctaim His Word in all its truth and purity and whose
cnly waebtehword is "Tt is wristenl"
oh
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The
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fhay arc urgad py Paul's words o the [ .ans, =t the Word of Chris*
dueli dioyou rinafey in a]T wisdom!t™ (Cnl. 3:18) And what encorr jenens Josus
gives b 2 says, "Biesced ave they thob n:ar the Hord of Cod and keep itl”
{Luka When ,nf18l;dﬂ: read and hear aed study that Word, taey receive
itg n the woed of men, but 15 1t is in truth, tha Vord of Cod. (1 Thess. 2:13
ihey will also pui‘ak: of the Lerd's Suoper fraquently for forgiveness of ~ins,
)Lrengthnn.ng of faitn, and a testimony of their unity of faith. {(Luke 22:20;
1 Cov. 11:26-23)
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Faithful members will honor and Tove their pastors and respect them highly
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ews, "Obey them that have the HJF’ over you and submit yourselves!" (Hebre. 1
they are “over you in the Lord." (1 Thess. 5:12) Since pastoral rule must
ways cencer in the Uord ard not in the whims and desires of the flesn, Christ-
snould follow the guidance of their shepherds on the basis of Scripture, and
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~

to the humblest member coming with Scripture!™ (Walther and the Church, pg. 45)

Luthey statod that such a pastor does "an accursad thing who impairs this right

by a hair's breadth!" (Malther and the Church, pg. $2, sec. 7.) While God will
d“m nd at the hand of a False teacher the blood of those whom he has Ted astray
(Ezek. 3}, He also says that chose deceived shall diﬂ hecanuse of their sin. No
one is excludad from the ufF1ce of Judjln in the light of Sur'pt”re, even as

Paul told the Corinthians, "Judge ye what T say!" (1 Cor 10:15) To do this
Christians wust be thoroughly grounded in the teacnings of the Bible. It is their
right and duty to judge doctrine, to receive it or reject it, alone 1n the light
of Holy Writ. This ioquires kno‘1ng and holding fast tc the truth so as to ba
able to separate tha brue from the false, the gold and silver from hay, straw,

and stubble. 1t means to be firm in the doctrines of the Bible and to suffer
14

all rathor than to depart from them.

g chose who oroclaim His Mord, Jesus cautjons against
good appearance. He speaks of false prophets as those
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they shave by mutunl agrecment with their fellow Christians.

Such belicvers should <ot a good oxample nal only in thoir gifts of love, but
alan in the use of cheis time aad taionts for the work of the Lord. Time spont and
Lateals waploayord in voeions ways in coaygregations, nJJtHQP as Sunday School teacher,
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President's Report

Dear Brethren:
This last year we have witnessed some very difficult and trying days. Such days
must be expected, for nowhere in Holy Writ are we promised that the [aithful
confessors of God's Word are exempt from trials and tribulations, On the contrary,
we are told that "we must through much tribulation enter into the Kingdom of God"
(Acts 14:28). Such tribulation will be especially great during that "little
season' in which Satan will be loosed and of which the Lord Jesus declares,
"Except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for
the elect's sake those days shall be shortened” (Matt.24:22),

Not only have there been trials within our own little congregatioans, Lut also
within our own midst as congregations united in our Concordia Lutheran Conferencea
At the beginning of 1982 your President received a communication from Pastor
James W, Luedtke entitled: "Presentation of the Doctrine of the Church and
Ministry together with an Examination of this Doctrine as Taught Of{ficially

by the Concordia Lutheran Conference." In this 35-page docvment Pastor Luedtke
embraces and defends the Wisconsin Synod Doctrine of the Church & Ministry.

Pastor Luedtke had been dealt with previously concerning this position on the
Church & Ministry. There had been lengthy meetings at Tinley Park, Illinois
in August 1978 and February, 1979. There had been the Pastoral Conference at
convention-~time in 1979, There had been a two-day Pastoral Conference in
Scattle, 1980. Pastor Luedtke expressed his agreement with us at the Pastoral
Conterence in Scattle in 1980, and we rejoiced that the unity of faith was
presecved among us

But in January of this year, 1982, it was a source of much grief to all of us
when he wrote in the accompanying letter to his 35-page document, "What appears
now in the enclosed essay to be a vacillation from my expressed agreement

with the Confereoce Thescs is not a vacillation at all but a complete reversal,
a [inal position resulting from an intense study and an emerged clear under-
standing of Cecdl!s Word,"

New what is to be done? Further efforts to show that his position is not the
Seripitural position which we have btold and which lastor Luedtke's congregation,

St. Stephents Ev, Lutheran Church, has confessed with us as evidenced by their
accoptance of our "This Seriptural Position We Still Heold" in 1968, have proved
to be fruitless. We have, thevefore, the sad responsibility at this couvention
of dealing with Fastor TLucdike on the basis of Article IV (cp. Article VIL) of
our Concordia Lutheran Conference Coustitution (sue nages 5 & o). It is still

sur fervent prayer to the Throne of CGrece that Pastor Luedtke sca that
position which he has rejected 1s the Seriptural VOQ1CJQ1 noLd by our fathers

(Walther, Franz Pleper, AdoLf Hoenecke, ctc.) gxd that the Wisconsin Synodils

position on the Clurch & HMinistry Ls a deviation from the old truth.

On March 27, 1982 T received a letter from Mr. Dwight R. Luedtke in whisch he
stated, "I hgreby resign from my pesitions as a lay member of the editcrial
and missions comnittees of the Concerdia Tutheran Conference, Such action is
necessary inaswuch as [ have resigned my amembership iu St, Stephen’s Ewv,
Lutlieran Church, Wilmot, rion there is a consequence of my
decigion to join YTrinity Evang Lutheran Church in Aberdcen, SD, a member
enngrecation of rhe Wieconsin sngelical Luthersn Synod,"  The vacancy lefn
by his resignation will have to be filled at this Convention,

rosion
reston
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In our 3C% Annual Convention last year cur Pastoral Conference adopted a.statement
on Objective and Subjective JSustification which simply reiterated what our orthodox
Lutheran fathers publicly taught on the beasis of Holy Scripture and set forth in
the Brief Statement of 1932. Your President sent this statement to the Christian
News on July 7, 1981 and it subsequently appeared in the Christian News.

Last Fall your President requested Pastors Mensing and Schaefer to attend,

if at all possible, the Pgstoral Conference of The Fellowship of Lutheran
Cengregations (FLC) in Des, Moines, Iowa, cn Octe 26t and 272, I wish at this
time publicly to commend Pastors Mensing and Schaefer for their fine brotherly
cooperation in honoring my request. No doubt, reference will be made to this
meating which they attended when we hear the report frecm the Committee on
Lutheran Unione

In December (1981) we again received a letter from the Ald Association for
Lutherans appraising us of a "new AAL fraternal benefit program which will
recognize Lutheran congregations cbserving significant enniversaries,
Called MILESTONE, the program will become effective Jonuary 1, 1932, and
will offer financial assistance to a congregetion during its anniversary
vear,'! Your President responded by referring to our Scriptural position on
church fellowship and unionism. President S.heig of the AAL stated in his
letter of reply that "AAL, as a fraternal bencfit scciety, is not a part of
the church, It is not and cannclt be cur role to make doctrinal or theclogical
decisicns. AAL's programs to aid church bcdies are not an endersement or
judgment on their theology doctrines, customs or bellefs. This is definitely
not our role as a ccrporaticen nor is it our fizld of sxvertise....Hence, AAL
supports neilther literals, mcderates or conscrvatives -~ just Lutherans."

This last year your President has received latters of inculry reguesting
specific Information concerning cur Concoritla Lutheran Conferences, Several
letters were from Wisconsin Syned pastors and one was from a man in Belgiuma
A lettec was also raceived from a Mr.licKezrney of Sunny Isles Independent
Lutheran Congregation in Mieami Plevida, inquiring about the possi-
hility of cbtaining a pastor fio congregation is a
mmwnn” cf the Church of the Lu ormaticn (LCR).

Since thore was no in TCR pagtor they
?urnﬂd fo us for helps. I nd, at the sene time,
the President of cur ina‘v, Prof, Sc‘ ‘er, to prepare a more
vonse. his was Elv dene by our professor who will
for te this in his Scuainary :epwrt,
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Report of the Committee to Eeview the President?s Report

——— L hedubaly

Having reviewed the aunnual rveport of the Conference President, this committee
finds it to be accurate, informative and thorough,

Tn view of the regretable disruption in our fellowship this past year,

as summarized in this report, we particularly note the time-consuming,

patient and yet firm efforts of our President to guard the Scriptural

position of our beloved Conference in consultation with the other pastors

and praise the Lord of the Church for President Natterer's unswerving

loyalty to our Couflessional Standard in the Word of Ged and for graciously
i

s
sustaining him in this difficult time,

Respectfully submitted
5 J K

Stephen 3loedel
David T. Mensiog

Pastor Randall D. Styx, Chalrman
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Initial Report of the Committee on Registration and Excuses

A. Credentials

Proper credentials have been received for seating the following as delegates

to this convention:
Congregation

Peace

St. Johnts
St. Luke's

Trinity

Lay Delegates Alternate Delegates

Rev,0.W.Schaefer Jeffery W. Styx
David T. Mensing (c.r.m.)

Ted Fitzwater Paul Natterer
Francis Williams Henry Fischer

Victor K. Bloedel
Paul F. Luedtke

Ted D. Fischer
Ron Fischer

Pastoral Delegates

Rev. H.D.Mensing

Rev. M.L.Natterer

Rev., P.R.Bloedel Stephen Bloedel

Robert G. Bloedel

John R. Dirksen
Loren R. Dirksen

Rev., Randall D. Styx

B. Concerning St, Stephents

Letter from St. Stephen'!s in place of credentials read to Cenvention.

C. Registered attendance

"Registered attendance at this convention is currently 9 people, including
1 pastor, 5 lay delegates, 1 alternate delegate, and 2 visitors."

Respectfully submitted,
Francis Williams
Jol:n R. Dirksen
Rev, Randall D. Styx

Uinal Report of the Committee on Registration and Excuses

Registered atftendance at this ccenvention was:

g
4 pastoral delegates
8 lay deleyates
7 alternates

34 visitors

totaling 53 registered attendance.

This commnittee counted 109 in attendance at the Sunda

Divine Service.
Respect{ully submitted,
Francis Williams

John R. Dirksen
Rev, Randall D. Styx
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REPORT OF THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Dear Brethren in the Lord:

Since our last convention your Editorial Comrittee has, by the grace of Ged,
rroduced and published six bi-monthly issues of the Concordia Luthersn. We have
tried to provide a balance of Christ-centered articles which inform and edify
cur readers and also included some local news from our congregations which was
of special interest to s8l1l. With each issue our on¥ aim was to show that God's
word is the only sure Guide for our Christian faith and life, When issues did
not appesr exactly on time, we agein ask our readers to bear with us in the
matter of unexpected and unavoidable delays. Our hesrtfelt appreciation does out
to Fastor Eloedel and the Publishing Bouse staff for their fine cooperation
throughout the past year.

During the past year our pastors were most cooperative in writing the mpa-
terial solicited from them by the Editorial staff. ¥e esincerely thank them for
such commendable assistance in the production of each issue of our periodical.
For any shortcomings we ask the pardon of our Lord and Savior and praise His
holy name for His guidance and blessing in the paat.

As to tracts, the 1981 convention resolved that last year's esssy on "A
Fopular History of the Concordia Lutheran Conference" be printed as & pamphlet.
This matter is in the hande of our Publishing Heouse. As to the writing and
preduction of other tracts, your Committee will coneult on this matter at the
eariiest possitle date. It will also take under adwisezent the suggestion of
the Bosrd of Directors at lest year's convention that in the interest of our
youlh a children's page be considered for our Cencordis Luvtheran.

The Committee on the revigion of Sunday Schhol materials, namely, your
Editor assisted by Candidate Hensing and Fastor Eendall Styx, is busy on
the Primary revision of siories in the Sunday Schocl series with the facts
of each lesson gaared to the proper age level, but with &pplication left to
the »iedom and judgment of each pastor and under his supervision of each
Surdey School teacher, all this in sccord with the wishes of the majority
expresced at last year's Board meeting. Upon approval of thess materials
the Committee will submit the result of its labors.

Cur readers will have noted that we have begun an informative series on
"Our Churches”, featuring pictures aend a brief history of our Confezence
congrezatione. This will help to acquaint one snd 811 with the background
apd locetion of ithe churches in our fellowship.

Ve :oﬁe with regret that the lay member on the Editorial Committee, Mr,
Tmight Luedtke of Abverdeen, 3.D., resigned this past zpring both from this

boz*:tées end from the Committes on ¥Wissions and severed his fellowship
with oul Confersnce to affiliate with the %leconsin Synod. ®e deplore this
unscriptural action on his part. Ko immediste replacezsnt was nmade bacause
of the closeness of the 1682 ccnvention.

¥hile your Comxnittee has no recommendation to offer, it does mske this
suggeation to the new Editoriel Committee, nsmely, that it seriously con-
sider publishing significant articles during 1983 to commemorate ithe 500th
anniversary of Kartin Luther's birth. Edifying material on his 1ife and work
would be most sppropriate to mark this outstanding event.

God continue to bless our periodical to His glory and the welfare of souls!
Respectfully submitted, 0. ¥, Schaefer, Editor
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REPOTT QF _THE  CERTHARY  PHESIDERT

the first time in the hietory of our heloved Seminary at Tinley Ferk
no refuler clasces dz ring the usual school term from Ssptember to
szuge of special circumsisnces affecting our then part-time sgiudent,
of tris situmtion your professcre were placéd on a work "Sebbatical
ad by the 1981 conventicn, and various projects wers sasigned to

ing the urual school year. We thank our heavenly Father
has kegt ug in 5ood healih and has granted us guidance and strength

our »ork, We are also grateful that cur Conference at last auur'a convention
t> keep our Seminary open and ready to walcome qualified students for
the viitsl work of the Christian ministry,

% proceed to a btrief resume of the activities of your profeszsors
16 past year. ks directed by the 1981 convention, your President
a zraxonal interviswsg with the restors of the Fellowship
& group which had seversd 1 affiliation with
Reforrmation over the doctrine of Church Discipline
tion, However, before such visita could be under-
formed both profeszcra that these pastors were

ian Des Moines, lowa, on Oot. 26 and 27, 1981,
tend &3 obeervers, with their a»rrovel, in order

qus them and with their doctrinal stand. ¥e wers able
and met all of the rLC pastore excapt factor Romoser of Camdenton,
whe waz il1l, Our attendance therefcre took ths place of my personal
,mch pastor in that group. Further details on this mesting will be

,

3
in the keport of the Cozmittee on Lutheran Union.

A1 Conr*ega iensg,
2 Chuarcnes of the
x: e

Your President was also to zake short term visits to our congregations,
vpon their invitation, to assist them in locel wmission work. However, no
anvitatiens for such aq31°tance wsre received,

Your Freesident, in consuitaticn with Prof. MXerelng, was to complete the
Tirst draflt cf = revised Expesiticn of Luther's Small Catechi&: and submit
“.Ls 1o our pastors for study four weeks before the 1932 Festersl Conference.

draft wne finished in ¥ay of this year ar* a copy ent to all our pase
ot the end of that zonth. Ehg Faculdy believes that a full revision of

Ca,acnisn is not n?‘r*‘ual thia time but sugeests that conclderation

tions zrinted to be used with the
ompletad.

[sd
(o 3R]

Your President, in ceoneultation with Prof. Mesnsing, wae to prepare a
arctive Symbolics hooklet concerning the doctrines and practicss of the
ious Lutheran vodies in the United Sistes. A {iret draft of this material
been conpleted. Aa soon ae the final copy is in readinesss, it will be
vhnitted to the Committee on Thec!. Educetion for siudy and approval and
event. .l use in our Seminary,

Tour President weas to prepape a cerd-file index of sll the booke cur-
znuly in our Seminery library. Recent mccuisitions must 2iill be included,
“nd with the final {yping of cards this project will be completed.

Professor Kensing, with your President rendering consultative
sreistance, was to initiasts historicel archives for our Conference and

vise & oystem to maks these materials available upon regquest. This work
nze been completed. Especially sowzces perisining to last yeer's essay on
"t Popular History of the Concordia Lutheran Confersnce”" have been gathered

(25)
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ne lonper readily
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thie cerding to the
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As smocn &g it hae been

the past year we ap&*n received letteras of in\uivy about cur Sen-

ite treivivg voog Tre first came frouw a Partor Ahn of the Koresn

w1 church in De 1t, IL., sho wes interested in iuaoicglcal stuily

ducste level. Your FPre¢sident gave hin all the necessary information,

out that we are not set up for gredurte war&, u,rla;m ng our policy

tnc ¢ outoide of our fellowzhip, «ca sui, >vting that he rather con-
na

ftution of his There has beszn
tter came from

1

i

oY of ft.ua;th, Ar=-
i;, toc, 2.9 ycvgn essentially the
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mber of

tion that n ogent to Fesior Alp. and thers hes b{én no ITEpLy.
- these conts least show that our Conferance and cur Seninary
. Inown to otlers covsi f our 1

\

of our
Lutheran

Y

In 4Areil of this r2ar Frariden
Froinery fo respond to & letter wh,

ot

ness to
jt could

Lofd would pe

2 the ear~
Christ's
11 into the

Az we look ahead, there are ne definite prospective #iuderts at this
: note with regrat thet ir, Gerzld lusdtke of Park Forest, 1L,
iger b¢ & part-time siudent =2t out Hrzinsry since in early Nay
digcontinued nis menbsrship with Peace Congregation at
suge ke could no lidngex esccept the Scriptural porsition of
on Churca and ¥inistry and had &N:r“ced the position of
Synod on thie doctrine. Daspite several hoursz of bringing
rtimony to beor upon his falee position, ¥r, Luedtke remsined
zrror and thus eevered his felleowship with uz. Ve deplore this
action on hic part end pray that tke Lerd might yet lesd
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him to repent and return to the true Biblical teaching cn Church and Ministry.

The lack of students is a continuing concern for us all, and it is true
that keeping our Seminary a permanent thing under our present circumstances
poses grave problems. Without a doubt, the entire situation should be re~eval-
uated each year and directives formulated for the Faculty. The chief thrust
for student recruitment, we believe, should be made by the pastors and thelir
congregations as well as through special articles in the Concordia Lmtheran,
remembering that each issue enters also the homes of other Lutherans not in
our fellowship. Students from these areas would, of course, be required to
take steps toward joining our Conference before Leing admitted to our Semi

18Ty o

With no one at this time expressing a desire tc prepare for the ministry
in our midst, kthe picture is a gloomy one., But the value of our Seminary is
not to be denied, Tt is valuable not only as regards the authority to operate
wiiich the State of Il1linois has granted us, although this is not of major
importance, yet we would not want to jeopardize this, but especially as
regards the orthodox theological training program which we offer and which
Cod, by His grece, has richly blessed in the past.

future will require fer-
tian analysis and sound

:ciglons, May our Lord and Savior direet us 2ll to resolve the
ssues before us in a menner pleasing to liim, and in all our re~
1

colutions may His Word be our sole Guide

-, may L on behalf of ulty sincerely thank
rerrbers of their congregations for Lhelr prayers,
nt, und generous gifts in the pag? 211 as Peace

<

“rocegation for the use of its facilities! God bless you oo your interest
STt supnoTt id enable vou to continue to pray and work and give for this
L eouse in our mider! Tu the Tight of our convention moito, may our

dolly prayer he:

Lord, bless Thy Word alway,

Our souls foravar feeding;
And may we never lack
A faithful shepherd?s leading!

Respectfully submitted,

0.¥W.5chaefer, President
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Reapectiully submitted,
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PRELIMINARY SUGGESTIONS FOR
GUIDELINES FOR THE GRANTING OF BUILDING LOANS TO MISSION CONGREGATIONS

(These suggestions were drawn up by the Mission Committee Chairman and

are submitted to the persons concerned for study, correction, adjust-
ment, improvement, clarification--or to be superceded by other guide-
lines as study and conditions require.)

1.) The Conference shall not lend more than one-half its as
congregation for building purposes. Normally, any moni
from the Mission Fund and/or any other fund(s) deemed a
ference in Convention assembled.

to any one mission
ent will be drawn
ropriate by the Con-

"

2.) Monies will not be lent for building purposes except in areas where there is
demonstrable growth potential.

3.) The prospective building site should be in an area reasonably accessible to the
general public.

4.) Planning of the building itself should take into consideration future growth
and the potential need for additional worship/activity space.

5.) Plans must be drawn up in accordance with local building codes together with
projected completion date and accurate building costs estimated.

6.) In addition to the total building/site costs, the mission congregation's loan
request must include: 1.) the amount of Toan money needed; 2.) proof that the
balance can actually be supplied by the congregation; 3.) a repayment schedule
to be put into affect after the completion of the building project.

7.) The mission congregation shall appoint a building committe from its membership
to investigate and implement the necessary work in supplying the Mission Com-
mittee with the information in 2-6 above, 4 months prior to the next convention.

8.) Upon receipt of the information in 2-6 above by the Mission Committee, the com-
mittee shall submit the loan request and any necessary additional information to
the Conference congregations no less than three months prior to the next annual
convention for their consideration.

9.) No loan will be made to any mission congregation without a 2/3 majority vote
from the delegates in convention assembled.

10.) When a building Toan has been granted by the Conference, the mission congregation
shall work with the Conference Treasurer directly in receiving the loan money,
either in a Tump sum or in increments as building proceeds, so that the loan money
is disbursed with the best possible stewardship.

Submitted for consideration 11/10/81 by

Rev. James W. Luedtke, chairman
The Committee on Missions

(28-A)
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We werc not given an opportunity at that cenference, in spite of our request,
to comm:ant on the presentation and on our Scriptural position as set forth in our
Proceedings, 1978, p. 28, since it was acknouledped that this meeting was not held
for the purpose of nepotiation,

Wa are cognizant of the recommendations of the former Cormittee, 1981 Proceed-
ings, p» 37, which were adopted by the Convention, p. 52. Nevertheless, your Com-
mittee was not able to carry out these recommendaticns because something very sad

and deplcrable has been taking place in our ovn midst.

Already in 1978, aberrations in the doctrine of the Church and Ministry were
intraduced into our midst by Pastor James W, Luedtke, and we sought to correct him
in his Fslse position at a special meeting connected with the C. L. U. in August
of that year, Again, in February, 1979, ws met with him, also in comnection with
the work of our C, L, U. At our Fastoral Conference, June, 1979, the pastors dis-
cussed the matier with him again at quite seme longth, bub, instead of the matter
beipng fully resolved with Fastor Luedtke, it was decided to make a special ;tudy of
the Church and Ministry at the 1580 Pastoral Conference.

Finally, at this Pastoral Conference of 1980, after a lenghhy meebing, Pastor
Luedtke gave us his acsurance thal the matter was now completely resolved, that he
ne longer leaned to the position of the Wisconsin Synod and the Coll, hut that hev
held to cur position on the Church and Minisiry as set ferth in the confessioen,
ptural Position We St111 Hold." The mimtes of this Pastoral Conference
ware unanimously approved at the 1931 Pastoral Confereince.

Kevertheless, early in this present yvear, Pastor Luedtke re~introduced into our

midst the same doctrinal aberrations and systematically pressed them upon us through
2 lengiby essay and much correspondence. I% is now evident {at the writing of this
report) that he no longer holds our position on the Church and Ministry but, instead,
that of the Wisconsin Synod and ColC, and that he has at least basically made known

his position to his conpregation in Wilmot. «

ol

This now definite disunity in our own fellowship made it necessary for your

(30)
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Commiitce to consull togetlher in the early spring of thi
for ue Lo carry oul the afore-mentioned recommendaticens. It was unanimously decided

by the Committee that it would not be fitting or advisable for us, at this time, to

Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)
(CLu, 1982)

make any eovertures for dectrinal negotiation with other Lutheran groups,

It is our earnest hope and prayer that the newly elected Committee on Lutheran

Unicn will be able, under God's rrace,

next conventicn of our Conference.

(31)

to make a more favorable report at the

Respsctfully submitted,

The Cormittee on Iutheran Union

H, David Wensing, Chairman
or Ranua]’ D. Styx, Secretary
essor 0, W. Schaefer
fr. David T, Mensing, CsT.Mme
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43704 = LY0OL rAsCdadld rllrdnelad Aeport 100 Lolcolrluld ~uliieldld voldlelaive
RECEIPTS GENERAL SEMINARY MISSION LIBRARY
St. John’s - Lebanon 600 .00 3000.00 693,00
St. Luke's - Seattle 534.00% 1058.00* 130.00 10.00%
Peace - Tinley Park 950.00 5230 ,00%* 2960 ,00%*
St. Stephen's - Wilmot 364.00 L160.00 - 1210,00%%*
Trinity - Coos Bay 125.00 408.80
Interest Earnings #**** 209.84 50,84 L867.19 190.63
Convention Collection 340.52 610.00 600.00
Seminary Loan Payments 600.00
TOTAL $3,723.36%  $14,517.64  $10,460.19 $200.63
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT TTBOILDIRG RETIREMENT ~ TRAVEL TOITION
Interest Earnings 1005.76 1176.26 1.41 314.00
Tuition Payments 96.00
Tuition Matching Payments 96.00
TOTAL $1,005.76 $1,176.26 $L.41 $55.00
EXPENSES BULGETED  EXPENDED ' EXPENIDED
- GENERAL FUND - H - LIBRARY FUND -
Op*l Sub'y Script. Pub. 1200.00 1200.00 : Seminary Books Lo,77
Telephone 150,00 620,01 \
Travel 600.00 2%.00 : TOT‘\L LR B U IR R N R B B B AR Y B AN N ) $I+7.7?
Convention 300,00 - -—- ##
Tuition Matching Prog'm 100.00 96.00
Miscellaneous 300,00 498,52 - BUILDING FUND -
TOTAL sevvvroaennnose $2,650.00 $2,654.53% +  TOTAL suvevrseesneesnsees $ 0,00
- SEMINARY_FUND - '
Professor's Salary 7272.,00 7272.00 4
Prof., House Allcwance  4092.00 4092.00 _ pEPTDEYVD _
hssoc. Prof. Salary 2388.00 2388.00 ! RETIREVENT FUND .
Facilities 100.00 100,00 }  TOTAL seivvvnvenessnnesas $0.00
Library 12.00 7.99
Stock 69.00 -- '
Periodicals 75.00 61.25 ., _ _
¥iscellaneous 20.00 12,0 Conveg%ﬁggéfgggg 102.22
Seninary Loan Payments -0 - 600.00 ' )
TOTAL wvvevevnenen.. §15,028.00 515,535.68 1 TOTAL weeeiiiniiininni, $102.22
- MISSTON FUND - '
Mission Subsidy 5184,00 5184,00 '
TOTAL 4vuveevvnnn.ss §5,180,00 §5,180,00 § 2 - TSRO -
H TOTAL, cviienveennsonneases $0.00
SUEITARY OF FUNLS BALANCE 6/ 7 1 RECZIPTIS EXTPENSES ZALANCE ;/Ji/82 NoT CHANGE
General 3233.82 3883.43# 2814 ,60# 4302.65 + 1068.83
Seminary 70.67 14517.64 14533.64 .67 - 16.00
{ission 28233.51 10460.19 5184.,00 33509.70 + 5276.19
Library 1485.26 200.63 by.77 1638.12 + 152.86
Building 7976.93 1005.76 - 8982.69 + 1005.76
Retirement 8286.08 1176.26 - oL62,34 + 1176.26
Travel 100.81. 1.41 i02.22 - - 100.81
Tuition 2321.36 506.00 - 2827.36 + 506.00
TOTAL $51, 70814 $31,751.32  $22,682.23 $60,777.53 + 9069.09
* Includes special offerings of: $300.00 - General, $122.00 - Seminary, $10.00 - Library.
*% TIncludes special offerings of: $10.00 Memcrial Wreath & $150.00 Seminary Loan
payment - Seminary, $500.00 Memorial Wreath - Mission.
#*%%  Tncludes $10.00 special offering. **%% Total Interest Earninss: ¢7,815.93.

# Difference of $160.07 in these figures reflects re-imbursements to this fund.
## Bill for 4 the cost of hosting the 1981 Convention was not sutmitted by St. Stephen's

”ongregatlon and sbould be recognized as a contrituticn by them.
{32) Respectfully Submitted, Jeffery W. Styx - Treas.
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Report of the Finance Committee concerning the past Fiscal Year

Tear DBrethren in Chri

)
> ok

wi" Can we say
ses how richly the lord continues to bless us? Indeed not! For in spite of the
trying economic times that we've been plauged with, members out of work, reduced
hours of work for others, ever increasing costs Jjust to survive, and in general
great financial distresses, our dear lord has continued to bless us, Ve note
that in just one year our funds have increased a record anount of over $7,£00.00
in interest earnings. When we look at the total end-of-the-year figures we see
that our balance is in excess of $60,000.00. This being an overall increase of
slightly over $9,000.00! This comes in spite of neavrly $23,000.00 in expenses,
e started out the year with an unusual Convention collection of $1,550.00
contributed to several funds. Through the year we alsc have recelved some other
specinl offerings. Starting with the General Furd; 2n ofiexing of $200.00 by a
monber of St. Tuke's and a offering of $20.00 from a member of Peace., In the

menter of St, Tuke's, a $£10.00

vy Fund; an offering of $122.00 from

N . rom & nezmier Of Feace,
VYoemorial Wreath in memery of Mrs, LydiaSchaefery/ and an offering o of $150.00 for

&
I

to the outstanding Seninary lean from a penver of Doace. In the Mission

Tund; 4 Memorial Wreath in memoxy of Mr. Henry Bochman to whem the loxd gave

crerlasting peace and Joy with Hia late lasit fall, a £10,00 offering from a men-

wrroof 3t. Stephen's, and we note here that 8%, Jonn's congre

ually given well over their pledged figure each month, In the Seminary Library

Lydia Schaefer from a memher of

ht
-3
[o]
ey
=
=
[9]
.

Fund; a $10,00 morial ¥reath in memor

. [

3t, Tnke's, We also make note of the effectnal cornitribution by Si, Stephen’'s

zation concerning the cost of hosting the las ual Jonvention for orce

2,:ain “hey have not charged the Conference for hali of their costs as provided

for in the bylaws of the constitution of our conference.

'

On the other side,one congregation was forced to decrezse its supror®t in all
funds to which they contribute; this action taking place at the mid-point of our
fiscal year. spite of fthis reduction we were atle to meel the ongeing expen-
ses without any real problems, We also made an expenditure out of the Travel
Fund (by authorization of the prﬂaLden+) to help a member congregation send it's
delezates to the convention,

During the year there was great concern expressed by a member of our confer-
ence concerning the investments of our funds and their safety in light of the
current state of economics in our country. ‘Although the Board of Directors
decided against any directive for change there your Treasurer, concerned that
the conference's funds be kept in the safest possible way, has decided to move

cur furds into government securities as the current bank certiificates mature.
(33)
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Currently we have B accounts; 1 checking, 2 passbook savings, and 5 certificates
with varying rates of interest earnings.

This year we also worked in conjunction with the Committee on Missions to
devise a set of guidelines for use in hel
results of this you'll find in the report of the Committee on Misslons,

In March of tis year a letter requesting the financial support of the
conterence for thé coming year was sent out to the congregations for their
consideation. The responses to ths request/%gggived ir total toward the end
of April; the results showing that the monthly pledged support for the
coming year would be the same as the previous/ﬁgxths with the exception of cone
congregation's support being somewhat less in one fund., 3Because the difference
between the pledged support and the anticipated expenses was very substantial,

a second request was sent to the congregations for their re-consideration.
Kkesponses to this letter were all finally received in total about a week before
this convention. The results of this will be discussed in the report concerning
the next year's budget.

On the whole, in spite of a few things, this past year has once again been
a very positive one, Expenditures were very-close to the expected budgeted
figures with one exeeption, namely the telephone expense. Costs there were
FOUR times the anticipated figure; there is more than one reason for this
cordition. A few suggestions on this matter will be expressed in the report on
the up-coming budget. At the present time conditions suggest that this next year
%ill meet with definite difficulties in our conference, financially as well as
in other respects. When we are dealing with the problems that befacs us let us
not ever forget how richly our precious Savior has blessed us in times past.

Iet that help motivate us to handle these current trials with a true love for
all concerned, using our perfect example Jesus Christ as our guide to deal with
these matters in true, god-pleasing patience, love, and understanding as well
as with an unselfish heart, so that we may move forward in ocur work. Let not
our trials bog us down lest we forget our real purpose which is: "Go ye there-

5 WMot oo and ~f +ha
e rfaner, 4aliid Vi uio

fore and teach all nations, taptizing them in the name of t

Son, and of the Holy Ghost." Always to His glory!

The Finance Committee:

Loren Dirksen
‘ Dale Ellis
Kent Frerichs
Jeffery W. Styx, chairman

(34)
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Report Concerning the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 1982 - '83

Dear Brethren in Christ,

The planning for this fiscal year's budget has met with sonme difficulty,
£t11l the Finance Committee is trying to work with the problems that face us so
that we may be able to plan for the coming fiscal needs. It is our hope that in

]

:pite of the problems before us that we will all work together to achieve an agree-

¢

able, workable solution to the projected financial needs. We do recognize that
none of us can always have things exactly the way we would like them and thus we
hiave to work toward a solution that will work for the gcod of all. May our
Lord guide us in these things, always to His glory.

In the beginning of March the Finance Committee sert a letter to all member
congregations requesting their estimated financial support for the coming year.
The results of this letter were received in total toward the end of April. These

figures per month are as follows:

General Seminary Mission
St, John's 50.00 250,00 40,00
St, Luke's 18,00 72.00 10.00
Peace £5,00 375.00 175,00
St. Stephen's 30.00 350.00 100.00
Trinity 10.00 35.00
Total per month:  $173,00 " $1,082.00 $325.00
Total - Yearly $2,076.00 $12,984.00 $3,900.00

Because these total figures were less than the previous year's totals and
lees than the past year's expenditures, and alsc because ths projected expenses
for this coming year are even higher, the Finance Committee chalrman sent out a
second request for re-consideration of the support to the conference, The
responses to this second letter wexe not received in ictal wntil just about one
week prior to this convention, For these reasors and also because ihe ohkaiimon
of this committee did not feel that it could give the congregations a realistic
budget proposal (normally to be included in the Prospectus} with the information
available to us at the time, no such budget was submitted. (We do however have a
budget proposal and worksheet at this time to aid in our financial deliberations.)
Responses to this second request were unchanged. One congregation however didn't
feel at the present time that they could reconsider their support in light of the
problems that beset them. Peace congregation, although they could not make any
increases in their support, decided notl to chazge the Seminary the usual $100.00
per year facilities fee. One congregation said they might even have to reconsider

thelr support later in the year due to local circumstances though they felt for
(35)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1982 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

the time being the need to make a change would not be nessessary. So the figures
we have to work with after this second request are the same as those received from
the first request.

In conjunction with your budget worksheet we will go through the funds one
by one and explain the details or the reasons for the proposals as they are.

In the General Fund we had a request for an increase in the Operational
subsidy of Seriptural Publications of $300.00 per year due to increased costs.
This convention has now authorized an additional $300.00 to this figure for this
year only to cover current deficits thus making the increase this ysar to $600.00
or a total projected expense this year of $1,800.00. Expected increased telephone
expenses are projected at approximately $300.00. Travel expenses for officers to
this convention total approximately $1,400,00. With an additicnal allocation of

conservative figure of $600.00 for anticipated expsnditures by the Seminary

o

o

rofessor to meet with the pastors of the F.L.C., as proposed by the Committee

on Theological Education, leaves the projected figure approxinmately $2,000.00.

Cost for the convention will remain the same. There will not be any Tuition
Matching Payments this year, Miscellaneous expenses are anticipated to be approx-
imately $500.00., Feflecting these projected expenses the Proposal #1 is offered.
The only item in this proposal that reflects a decrease in the anticipated expend-
itures is the telephone; there being the hope that all will try to cut down in
this area. This proposal totals $5,000.00 in expenditures for the year and when
compared with pledges totaling $2,076.00 we note that this does not even come to
half of that figure and sc we are left short of meeting the budget by ovex
$2,900.00, If the proposal to pay off the Semirary Loan is used, tocether with
anticipated interest earnings, this negative figure is reduced to approxiiztely
£7,200.00, This would effectively at the end of the year reduce our current
bslance to approximately $2,100.00., In an effort to minimize this reduction the
Froposal #2 is offered, Keeping the Operaticnal Subsidy the same as the past year,
authorizing no phone expenses of any kind (member congregations to foot this bill),&

reducing travel to only expended figure to date. (Possibly the expense for travel

oy

ty the Seminary Professor as proposed by the C.T.E. to come from the Missicn Fund
as a Mission endeavor.) It was also thought to have the rosting congregation of
the convention to pay for it's expenses in full, however this year we could not
rightly do so for the hosting corgregation has expected to receive this and so
have adjusted their costs for this convention, therefore this figure will stay

at $300.00. A cut in the miscellaneous expenditures was considered but with the
telephone being cut, the costs in postage is expected to increase to offset this
cut therefore this figure is kept.the same as the first propesal. This proposal
totals $3,400.00 for the year and when compared with pledges totaling $2,076.00

(36)
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we find that we are short by approximately $1,300.00 of meeting this proposal.
Without the Seminary Loan Paymentis to offset this deficit we are left with only
projected interest earnings of approximately $100.00 to lessen this deficit to

$1,200.00 over the year which would leave the year's end balance at approximately

DN

$3,100.00., Because there is a2 balance in the General Fund capable of sustaining
our current endeavors for at least this next year proposal #1 may be the wiser
choice at this time.

In the Seminary Fund hecause of current conditions we can rnot even consider
an increase in salaries for the professors, still if it were possible we would
definitly make it a consideration. Since Peace congregation is not charging the
conference this year for the Seminary facilities we won't have this as an expense.
Library, stock, periodicles, and miscellanecus have bteen lefi at a "status que".
Payments to eliminate the long outstanding seminary loan are being considered;
$600.00 is currently outstanding on this loan. The total figure for the projected
Seminary expenses is $14,528.00. Because the difference between the total pro-
jected figure and the pledged support of $12,984,00 is very substantial, such that
current salaries could not even be met, proposal #1 is offersed with the following
explanations; Because the conference is the primary source of earning for the
full-time Seminary professcr, upon which he bases his regular on going living
expenses, your committee does not feel it wise to meke a cut here, especially in
the current economic times. Still there has to te some cut for we don't have
an excess to lesn on in the balance of this fund but rather a $600.00 deficit.

Jo just as cuts are made in business, so we too will also have to consider
making some cuts. Because the conference is not the primary source of earnings
for the associate professor we feel it best to make any cuts here. In proposal
#1 this would be an actual sabaticle without pay with the posibilities of a
change at a later date. The idea cf having "extra work' when there is a lack of
students is, we believe, questionable when there are no future propects but vhen
those conditions exist in addition to & lack of funds tc support it, that is

called deficit spending (or spending something you con't have) and this committee

oy

P T &
ZiLleves U

current conditions a sabaticle without pay is one poesible solution. Any monies
that may be needed for the building up of the Seminary library can come from the
Iitrary Fund so this expense was eliminated. In order to keep our Seminary
current the pericdicles have been included. This could however be an extention
of the library and so could be funded out of the Library Fund; this was not
proposed as such for the amount is insignificant by comparison to the other items.
Since the Seminary is basically inactive there is no real need for the stock or

miscellaneous items and so were eliminated. Tn an attempt to get this fund back

(37)
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into +the black we have included the $€00.00 due on the outstanding loan in the
tudget. This proposal totals $12,039.00 and would leave us with a positive
balance at the end of the year. This also leaves a little room to work in the
event that one of our congregations should have to cut their support during the
year. If however the convention decides against this plan an alternate plan is
offered, this one includes the associate professor with a cut in pay and an
elimination of the Semonary loan payment, everything else remains the same as
the first plan. This would leave us with no real change in the year-end
balance and also leave us with a $600.00 debt in this fund.

In the Mission Fund the committee learned that the subsidy request will be
the same as the past year. Pledged support to this fund is $3,900.00; when com-
rared to the Mission budget of $5,184,00 we find that this leaves us $1,284.00
short. When including the projected interest earnings of $2,434.,00, this would
leave this fund with a net pius figure of $1,150.00 at year's end. This fund
looks to be in the hest chape at this time.

Your committee is aware of the problems that are facing a sister congregation
and of the possitility of their cutting or totally eliminating their support to
the conference, It is felt that in order to be fair to them, so as not to offend
in any way, and to be fair with the rest of the conference that we shovid mccept
their vord on their continued support to the conference especially after the
letter of June 20, 1982 which they sent to our presidert, this letter being
received by him just this past thursday. We do however agree that there should
be a contingency plan in the event that things should change. Looking at that

aspect on a fund to fund basis we note the following: In the General Fund there

[

¢ no problem for tre pledged amcunt to this fund is not that substantial to
vreatly nrfect it Tesides there being a sufficient balance h2re should they not
centinue their support., In ihe Seminary Fund, using the proposal #1, we have a
tertial reserve in that thz Seminary loan paymert coul@ be sirmply not paid and
with the anticinated positive Tigure of $645.00 we have a $1,500.00 back-up. If
this should show to be insufficient +then we still have the back-up, by resclution
of the conference at a former convention, to go into the Seminary Building fund
Tor whatsver needs should arise; there being sufficient funds for a back-up
here. We should note here thcugh that this is only in the event the need should
arise from unpredictable events and as noted by the resoluticn, 1s not to be
considexed as a basis for mgking a budget. We also note from former resolutions
that it is not the desire of the conference to make a budget based on current
talances {under normal circumstances) but r%ther only on anticipated receipts.
In the Mission Fund there is sufficient funds in the balance to use in the
event of any probtlem,
Orie other item that should be considered this next year is the possibllity
(38)
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of retiring our Seminary professcor if the current lack of students and financial
avmn T amer mlars T A At L vy Famamn Zen Saromdk A T2 ALY merm wrmnamm bl 2rITT Y AF wmad 2 v mmand
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inary professor. With this arrangement he still could teach on a part-time basis
if such an arrangement were agreeable to all concerned. This is only a suggestion
but should be looked into this coming year to see if it could be a workable
solution to our current prcblems in the Seminary fund.

In our preparing of these proposals we have tried to keep in mind the various
resolutions, needs, funds, and all the various ideas that have been input to our
conmittee. We should also note here that monies that are contributed for a spec-
ific purpose such as Missions, Seminary, etc. are often given specifically with
that intention. It is not right *then for us under normal circumstances to take
menies that have been given to specific funds and use them in some cther place,
for if the contributor wanted them to be used in other places these funds would
te given there to tegin with. Therefore unless otherwise authorized by the
conference we are obligated to work within the linitations of the funds contrib-
vated to the specific funds. This committee has tried to consider all the various
aspects 1involved in making a hudzet and based on this we have submitted two pro-

osals for you to consider, not raking any reccomnendations of any one proposal
over another. We realize that they nay not be just exactly what every individual
may desire but hope that all of us will work together to make a peaceful solution
to =hig financial problem. ¥e have included spaces for any additiornal proposals
that might be more workable but these first two are given here for your consider-
ation. We welcome any suggestions or conmments that you may have to offer,

Dsdicated to working toward a peaceful solutien to our current financial

rroblers, always to the glory of our Frecious Savior,

The Finarce Committee

Loren Dirksen

Tale EZllis

Kent Frerichs

Jeffery W. Styx, chairman

(39)
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SCRIPTURAIL PUBLICATIONS
(Concordia Lutheran Conference)
FINANCTAIL REPORT
6/1/81 - 5/31/82

Cash Balance, June 1, 1981 $ 0,00
Add Cash Receipts:

Sunday School lessons $ 325,28

Concordia Lutheran Subscriptions 328,00

Conference Subsidy 1200,00

Books and Tracts 72.38

Other Receipts 85,00

Total Receipts $ 2010,66
Total Cash Available $ 2010,66
Less Disbursements:

Gas and Llectricity 0,00%

Rent (P. F. Luedtke DBuilding) 550.00%

Material and Labor Costs:

Sunday School Lessons (Material Only) 349,85
Concordia Lutheran (Material and Labor) 824,08%
Other Conferencs Costs {(Material) 131,23

Mailing Costs:

Sunday School Lessons -
Concordia Lutheran 150,00

Supplies 5.50

Equipment Repairs 0,00

Property Tax 0,00%

Total Expenditures $ 2010,66
Cash Balance, May 31, 1982 $ 0,00
“aditional Fiscal Information: i
¥ ty Cash B 6.61
Fixed Assets (Original Investment - no Depreciation

applied) 5033,29
Cash Receivts after 5/31/82 138.30

Capaid Receivable {(Inv. No.571) 20,80

said FBxpenses:

as and Elec., bill not tendered by Rev. Bloedel {(Unknown)
Property Tax bill not tendered by Rev. Bloedel (Unknown)
June rent unpaid as of 5/31/82 50,00
Labor (Amount due J.A, Schmitt as of 5/31/82) 344,96

ze »%u//(/u-é{/ﬁ'

V., K. Bloedel, Business Manager

(40)
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Eeport of the Auditing Committee

We, the undersigned, have examined the financial records
of the Conference treasurer and find them, to the best
of our knowledge, to be correct, accurzte, and factval.

We commend hin for his well-maintained beoks.,

We haove also evan

vyl

B AF e
the bodis I n

(2]

usiness Manager
of the Publishing House, Scriptural Publications, and
have found them to b2 in good order. We commend hin for

for his very thorouzh arnd accurate records.

June 25, 1932

(41
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Concordia Lutheran Conference

1981-1982 Statistical Report
(6/1/81 ~ 5/31/82)

I. PAROCHIAL (of member congregations):

Number Of COngregations LR R N A N R N A N A I IR I I BN I N )

N \n

Ordained Pastors (including one assistant pastor) vesesesssnes

=t

Available Candidates (CoTelMe) seerenoaccrsonsosansonensocerons
Baptlized Members sevivsevrvrssensusessrsnsaonncrosncorsosseass 329
Communicant Members vessveesroanarvorsranssssaranssssoasssssrass Il
Voting MembersS .ueesvssonsorsanesosasocssacssosssacssrsnssnnes (3
Children in the Sunday SChOOLS +ueeeeeessnssssosssrrsnessssses OB
Adults Regularly Attending the Bible CLasSeS sessessevresrsess 104
Communicants received ~- By Transfer .esssesvssss 3

By Confirmation +iveveee 2

TOTAL .uvnnevnsrvsnarossansncnssnanes 9

Communicants lost —= By TransfeT.essssessosrsress 1
vy o
TOTAL svuvassansosesnssonsssarsassss L
BaptiSmS 4 vuvesrvensroonrtoasnntreesssrosterioserssressrsensee 1D
Confirmations (Adults and ChildTen) .ueveeevrooesressssnrvesss
Marrlages siveersosonnesarosaasiossosanassossisssssssessnrosans
BUTLELE s e savsononsonessssansesnoassnnsassonsasssassesncnnses 3
Sunday School TeacCherS civsessarsasassessssssosasstacsrasssses 18
Tay Superintendents .vessvessssnssnessssrransrossrrssarsnnsess 1
Flected CHUTCH OFFLCEIS v ereressenernnnnnssnnserrsossersenees 4l
OTEANISTS v usvsnossororrsraasseoonnasnvsassosssoroonssosssssanes
ChOLY MemberS L usuvrsseavasrsnosonnrsnnssrissensssanesnrsansss 30

Congregaetions Owning their Church PropeXty teevevevesssrssonsas
1

00

Total ACTCAEE tesvsrresnssrnrivsentoorsossssonsserasssernsne

Total Valuation of Feal Estate veevivsesessrsereecanss $ 648,

QO \\n

.1
00 (Est.)

II, INSTITUTIONAL (of our Seminary):

ProfessorSQGAllcoauol.nlu000Ovollnl-Cotlllonntvoptll-tcsnou'tQ 2
current Students 2P S0P PP TR ILSEENTOEONICIIELEIOITOBIIREIERILEEIOICES O

Graduates tO Date YRR R R amNmrmmImnmmmmnhhhhhhhry

'Respectfully subnitted,
42) David T. Mensing, Statistician
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Statisticlan Ay 0 (2] 0 o

paptized Members 85 Ly 92 86 22
Communicant Members 64 25 69 55 18
Voting Members 20 11 15 20 7
Children in Sunday School 13 10 20 23 2
sdults in the Bible Class 20 18 22 30 14
Recelved by Transfer o - 1 1 1 0
Recelved by Confirmation 0 0 2 0 0
Tost by Transfer 1 0 0 0 0
Lest by other clrcumstance 9 0 1 3 0
fnfant Baptisms L 0 5 L 1
Leinlt Bap’tisms 0 0 1 0 0

§ “onfirmntions of Children 0 0 2 0 0

lvw\...

P Confirmatlons of Adults 0 0 0 0
¥arriages Solemnized 0 0 1 0 0
“inerals and/or Burials 1 0 0 2 o}
sunday Schocl Teachers 5 iy ! 3 5 1

-

i ey Superintendents 0 0 0
Ylected Church Offlcers 12 8 9 8 I
Orzanistis 2 1 2 2 Ly
Cholr lenbers 9 6 8 v 0
Church Facilities Qwned? Yes Yes Yes Yes No
Zhurch Facilitles Rented? No No No No Yes
tcrsage (w. or w/o bulldings) 7 5/8 2/3 .3585 11/4 .2
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MINUTES OF THE 31lst Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference
Friday Sessions

The 31st Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference opened at 9:30
a.m., on June 25, 1982, at St.John's Lutheran Church of Lebanon, Oregon, with
a Divine Service in which President Natterer, the local pastor, conducted the
liturgy and preached a sermon on Rev. 2:10, with the theme: Be Thou Faithful
Unto Death and I will give Thee a Crown of Life. -—_

Sessions convened at 11:02 a.m. with a prayer by President Natterer,.

The first matter of business was the appointipg of convention committees as
presented in the convention prospectus, page 2., The appointments were:

Auditing Committee: Pastor Schaefer, Ted Fitzwater, and (for the position
originally designated for a delegate from St,Stephen's,
whose delegates were absent) Robert Bloedel. It was
noted that in Mr. Bloedel's absence, Mr. Paul Luedtke would
serve as his alternate,

Committee on Registration and Excuses:

Pastor Styx, Francis Williams, and John Dirksen

Nominating and Elections Committee:

Pastor Mensing, Robert Bloedel (Paul Luedtke, Alternate),
and Loren Dirksen

Resolutions Committee:

Pastor Dloedel, Stephen Bloedel, and David T. Mensing

The initial report of the Committee on Registration and Excuses was given by
Pastor Styx. He reported:

a) regarding credentials for seating at this convention (see page 19 of these
Proceedings);

After this portion of the committee's report, a question was raised
concerning the seating of Pastor Schaefer as a lay delegate. It was
answered by the Secretary that the Board of Directors had appointed a
special committee to study the constitutional question involved and to
report to the next regular Board meeting next June and through the Board
possibly to the next convention, and had resolved in the meantime to follow
the precedent of considering him eligible for conference offices reserved
for pastors established since 1969 and that of accepting his seating as a
lay delegate established by his being seating as an alternate in 1974,

b) concerning a letter addressed to the convention from St. Stephenis Ev.
Lutheran Church (This letter was read to the convention, as was President
Natterer's letter to them of June 7, 1982, which was cited by them as a prime
basis for their decision not to send lay or pastoral delegates.) and

¢) concerning registered attendance; specifically, that at that time registered
attendance totaled nine persons,including one pastor, 5 lay delegates, one
alternate delegate, and two visitors.

The comment was made that this report of the Committee on Registration and
Excuses really ought to preceed the business of appointing convention committees.
It was then moved and seconded to receive this report of the committee. The
motion was carried,

The annual Report of the President was given by President Natterer. (See page 16
of these Proceedings.5 Vice President Mensing took the chair during this report.
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In his report President Natterer summarized his dealings with Pastor Luedtke
concerning his position and essay on the Doctrine of the Church and Ministry,
some of the results of his position, the article on Objective Justification
which was sent to Christian News for publication in addition to its publication
in our conference periodical, and other matters of interest of the past year.
It was moved and seconded to receive this report subject to review. The motion
was carried. Vice President Mensing appointed Pastor Styx, Mr. Stephen Bloedel,
and Mr. David T. Mensing (c.r.m.) to serve as the committee to review the
President's report. IL was moved and seconded to accept this appointment. The
motion was carried.

President Natterer then resumed the chair and proceeded with the presentation
of the agenda., After noting a few typographical corrections, the motion to
adopt the agenda as prepared and printed was carried.

There had been no applications for new members to the Conference.

For the Press Committee (Vice President and Secretary in consultation with

the local pastor) Vice President Mensing gave the follewing brief oral report:
In view of the sad and regrettable situation facing us at this convention,
the committes has made no reports Lo the press at this time.

It vas moved and seconded to receive this report., The motion was carried,

After announcements, the convention vecesscd for

-{cusin,ﬁ.
and otfered a

The Resoluticns Committee then presented its resolution concerning the letter
received from St.Stephen’s Ev, Lutberan Church in lieu of ils credentials,

(See rthe full rtexi of this rasolurion on page 50 of these Proceedings.) The
resoluticn was moved and seconded and carried unanimously by rising vote.

Pastor Schaefer then presented the first part of his essay, ”Talthfhlvvs* on
the part of Pastors and Members fle presented Part T of the essay, deali

with pastors. (See text of this casay on page 9 of these ?rocacdings.) Ln

the discussion ol this first part of Lhe essay the fol1uwing were wentlioned:

a) A certain Rev, Allsbery on whom the publication "Christizn News' had been
focusing was pointed out as a glaring example of one who was vot a faithful
pascor, bub ore who lorded it over bis flock. L) The word "adumonish! toward

the end of the 10th paragraph of Part [ must be uaderstood in a narrower sanse
than that which is commonly used by us, which wider sense includes the teaching
in meekness, ¢) The ragpongihil
some when all the
wwed to realize

3.

and inetruction which 1o be given

given i ponsihility of a

i
pestor to remain faithful to his Lord and Savior is quite aw
points brought out in the cssay are pul together, Our layman
t
o

this and not lose sight of it from day to day, e pecia]ly when they sce their
pastors sometimes but once a week. b v preaching as the

;
most important part of thie pastor's worke.

The recommendations of the Board of Directors were then prescnted to the conven-
tion, There were two recommendations, one concerning Pastor Luedtke for his
position on the Doctrine of Church and Ministry and the other concerning St.
Stephents Ev. Lutheran Church, his congregation. (See the full text of these
recommendations on pages 54,55 of these Proceedings,) It was moved and seconded
to adopt the first recommendation regarding Pastor Luedtke (recognizing him to
be no longer in fellowship with us). This recommendation was carried unanimous-
ly by rising vote. It was moved and seconded to adopt the second recommenda-
tion, regarding St. Stephen's (offering again to send at their invitation a
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special delegation to discuss the doctrine and related matters with them and
urging them to take proper action without undue delay). This recommendation
was also carried unanimously by rising vote,

The convention then broke for a recess.

Following the break the Finance Committee presented its report concerning the
past fiscal year. (See page 33 of these Proceedings.) The annual Treasurer's
Report was also presented by the Ireasurer, Jeffery W. Styx. As the Treasurer
had noted that some of the conference funds were being transferred to govern-
ment securities, there was a question concerning them. It was answered by one
of those present Lhat govermnent securities were safer than bank or savings and
loan accounts. It was also noted that the interest rate on government securities
was only slightly lower. [t was moved and seconded to receive this report of
the Finance Committce. It was asked if it might not be possible to receive
Treasurer!s reports a little earlier than during the second month following

the wonth with which a specific report is concerned. (The Treasurer, as had
others before him, had chosen to make regular reports on a monthly basis,.) It
was noted by the Secretary, who had formerly held the position of Treasurer,
that it was not rcalistically possible to complete the many hours of work

in sufficient time for reports to reach the congregations before their

meetings of the second month after the one reported on, in part because these
mectings normally come toward the beginning of cach month. There was no

formal action on this matter,

The elections of officers and committees was then conducted by the Nomina-
ting and Elections Committee.

Nominated for st R de Mensging, Schaefer,; and Styx
Elected: P.R.Bloedel

Nouminated for Viec President: Pastors Mensing, Natterer, Schaefer, and Styx
EBlected: H.D.Mensing

Nominated for Qv"orvr”' Schaeler, and Styx

Nominated for Treasurer: Mssvs, Jeffery W. Styz and Jonathan C. Schaefer
Elected: Jeffery W. Styx

Mssrs, Robert Bloedel,
and John R. Dirksen.

Nowinated for Board MPHbPﬁwﬂf»l&I?Q from the far ¥
Stephen Jloedel, Victor Za. 3loedel, Ted, D. ¥Fisch
Elcered: John _Dirksen

Nominated for Doard Momber-at-large from the Mid.west: Mssrs. Lloyd E. Manrtin,
David T. Mensing kc.L.n.), aad H.Danie 1 Hensing,
Electod: David T. Mensing (c.r.m,)

The nominated (and elected) slates for Conference Standing Comnittees were as
follows {first named individual as chairman):

Editorial Comuittee:

A, B. C. Elected D.
Pastor Schaefer Pastor Schaefer Pastor Schacfer Pastor Styx
Pastor Styx Pastor Bloedel Pastor Natterer Pastor Natterer
Robert Bloedel David T. Meusing David T. Mensing Robert Bloedel
Committee on Theological Education
A. Elected B.
Pastor Styx Pastor Natterer
Pastor Natterer Pastor Styx
Victor K. Bloedel Victor K. Bloedel
Jonathan C. Schaefer Lloyd D. Martin
(46)
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Comnittee on Misslons

A B C D, Elected
Fastor Styx Pastor Schaefer Pastor Schaefer Pastor Natterer
Pastor Natterer Tastor Bloedel Pastor Natterer Pastor Schaefer
Loren Dirksen Rotert Bloedel Robert Rloedel Robert Bloedel
Stcphen Bloedel Ted, Fischer Ted Fischer loren Dirksen
H. Daniel Mensing H, Daniel Mensing H. Daniel Mensing Lloyd E, Martin
Cormmittee on Lutheran Union
A B Eleccted
Vice President (by Conmstitution)  (HDM)
Secretary (by Constitution) (mLy)
Frofessor Ocha ofer Frofessor Schaefer
David T. Mensing Victor K, Blocdel
Pullishing Honse Toard of Control
i_;lu-tbu B
Faslor Bloedel Tastor Bloedel
Tastor Natterer Pastor Styx
Ronald Schlaht otephen Bloedel
Yictor XK. Bloedel Victor K., Ploedel
Parl Luedtke Dole ©1lis
Mincnee Cor

: B
Treasurer X stitution) (Jeffery Styx)
Ioren Dirksen Faul Luedtke
Dale ©1lis Lavyy Turnexr
Iarry Turner Tloyd ®. Martin

The

T was then

netion

Connittee
adtke, the

at 2 1(ter tine

In accordance with th

raco;t on misalouns =

H congre-~
iiscion Comallttee
] 28apf these Fro-

and seconded o adopt these

= -~ r -,
past yeaf.
)

I srning the liniting of loans
cengre ations, this had been the original
the whole thrust ¢ WOTK,

As the time for the supper hour had come before the matier of loan guidelines
could he adequately discussed the matter was held in abeyzrce and the convention
ad journed until Caturday morning.
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Saturday Sessions

The Saturday sessions were opened with a devotion ledy by Pastor Bloedel. The
devotion opened with Hymn 544, Pastor Bloedel read Psalm 92 and offered a
prayer, and the devotion closed with the singing of Hymn 550.

Discussion of the matter of the proposed guidelines for building loans to mission
congregations was resumed. It was moved and seconded to recommit the matter of
guidelines for building loans to the Mission Committee and that it bring to next
year'!s convention the results of its work in this regard. Carried.

The minutes of the Friday sessions were then presented in rough form, It was
moved and seconded to accept them subject to their approval by the Praesidium
in their final form. The motion was carried.

At this point in time the agenda called for the continuation of the presenta-
tion of the essay. As it was determined, however, that the balance of the
essay could easily be presented in the time scheduled for the Sunday sessions,
it was moved and seconded that we dispense with the prescntation of the essay
on Saturday and resume its presentation on Sunday afternoon for the benefit
of the additional visitors who would be present. The motion was carried.

[t was then moved and seconded, as statistics had then been received from all
member congregations, that the presentation of conference statistics be
scheduled on the Sunday agenda after the final report of the Committee on
Registration and Excuses, The motion was carried.

The Report of the Committee on Theological Education was then given by Pastor
Styx. (8ce page 22 of these Proceedings.) It was moved and seconded to
receive the report and to discuss briefly each of the recommendations and
possibilities with the view of then submitting them to tlie Resolutions Cowmmit-
tee, The motion was carried.

As the recommendations and listed possibilities were in three basic groups,
attention was focused first on the groups as opposed to the individual
recommendations. The first group dealt with encouraging men among us to
coensider and Lord willing to enter the Holy Ministry among us. It was noted
that our efforts in this regard should not be just a one Lime endeavor, but
should be a part of an on-going, continual, year Ly yesr application and
extension of our love of the Lord and His Word, It was moved and scconded

to submit the first three recommendations of the Committee on Theological
Education, dcaling with encouraging men to enter the Ministry, to the Resolu-
tions Commitree. The motion was carried,

The second group of ideas presented by the committce were nct recommendations,
but a brief list of some possibilities for solving the financial crisis in the
Seminary. After these and others were briefly discussed it was moved and sec~
onded that the Resolutions Committee take the mentioned possivilities concerning
financial aspects of the Seminary under advisement. The motion was carried,

It was asked if it might not help to hear the Report of the Seminary Prcsident
before continuing to focus on the third group of thoughts (the second group of
recommendations). It was determined, however, that proper order should proceed
with consideration of the recommendations of the Committee on Theological Edu-
cation,

This final group of recommendations were considered individually. Under the
discussion of the first of these recommendations (regarding visits by Professor
Schaefer to pastoral members of the FLC) it was noted that the purpose of

this proposal was to have informal visits, which often prove more effective

(48)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1982 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

in determining whether or not doctrinal unity truly exists. To a question
concerning the costs we might expect for travel to visit these pastors, it
was noted that all of them live within about 400 miles of Pastor Schaeferts
home. To the question as to whether the thought was for long or short term
visits (i.e. a few days vs. a few hours, etc.) it was answered that this
would better be determined as each case presented itself, It was then moved
and seconded to submit this recommendation to the Resolutions Committee.

The motion was carried,

The second of this group of recommendations was then discussed. It was noted
that also the Seminary's course on Propaedeutics had no real textbook, but
merely a syllabus. It was requested that Professor Mensing also be included
in this assignment for his talents in this regard. It was moved and seconded
to commit this recommendation to the Resolutions Committee, Carried.

The third recommendation was briefly discussed (concerning entrance exams).
The motion to commit this recommendation to the Resolutions Committee was
carried.

The fourth recommendation was then discussed (concerning mission work in the
far south-western suburbs of Chicago). It was noted that this would be a
project of the conference, not the local congregation near-by. It was

noted that our c.r.m. might also be used during the summer months (He was a
teacher in the public school system at the time). Tt was moved and seconded
to commit this recommendation to the Resolutions Committee, Carried.

After brief discussion it was moved and seconded to sommit the fifth recom-
mendation of this group (dealing with Professor Mensing as archivist) to the
Resolutions Committee. The motion was carried.

In connection with the sixth and last of these recommendations, discussion
centered on some of the practical and financial problems involved, Tt was
moved and seconded neither to commit this recommendation to the Resolutions
Committee nor to adopt or take any further action on this recommendation at
this convention, The motion was carried.

The Chairman of the Committee on Theological Education asked the Resolutions
Committee also to consider the paragraph of his committeeVs report which
immediately followed the recommendations. This then concluded the consideration
of the report,

The presentation of the Report of the Seminary President then followed. (See
page 25 of these Proceedings.) It was moved and seconded to receive this
report. Carricds. It was moved and seconded that the Comparative Symbolics
booklet mentioned in this report be submitted to all the pastors of the
Conference for discussion in the next plenary pastoral conference., The motion
was carried.

It was noted at this time that the Popular History of the Concordia Lutheran
Conference was available in booklet form. There was a question from the
Chairman of the Publishing House as to what figure should be charged for the
booklet and to whom this should be payable. It was moved and seconded that
the Popular History of the Concordia Lutheran Conference be made available to
all our people at the cost of $1.00 per copy plus postage and hendling,
payable to our publishing house. The motion was carried.

As it was time for the noon meal, the morning sessions then closed with the
singing of Hymn 659.

Saturday afternoon sessions were opened with a devotion led by Pastor Styx.
The assembly sang Hymn 264 and Pastor Styx read John 14:15-23 and offered a prayer,
(49)
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The Report of the Editorial Committee was then presented by Pastor Schaefer,
It was moved and seconded to receive this report and to commend the editorial
staff and especially the editor for a fine product. The motion was carried,

The Report of the Publishing House Board of Control was given by Pastor Bloedel
(See page 21 of these proceedings). The motion to receive this report was carried.
There was some question concerning the printing of the Seminary Catalogue. Since
there was not a need for a great volume of copies the advisability of expending
time and money for hot type printing was questioned. But for the need to have

some copies it was urged that some copies be produced. It was moved and seconded
that the Seminary Catalogue be set up in cold type proofs and that 25 copies be
printed by Xerox or other copy machine. The motion was carried.

The Report of the Business Manager of Scriptural Publications was then presented
and the motion to receive was carried., (See page 40 of these Proceedings).
Following a question concerning the outstanding debt indicated in this report

it was moved and seconded that for the coming fiscal year we increase the
Scriptural Publications allocation to $600.00 in the proposed budget (i.e.

an additional $300.00 this year over the nceded increase of $300.00 requested
for the regular figure). The motion was carried.

The report of the Auditing Committee was presented by committee member Ted
Fitzwater, He reported concerning both the books of Scriptural Publications

and thosgse of the conferenre Treasurer Tha mntion +0 racaive thiag ramgrt o
L= 9181 Ll oo UL LirS Cwilia © g CLICRD 4L CaouiL i o LT nrUe AL wi LRl TLvVa Lili o LC!J\JLL wao

carried. The Secretary read a letter from Peace Ev, Lutheran Church explaining
why there had not been an audit of the Treasurer's book conducted locally {(See
1979 Proceedings, p.43); namely, because the books had not been closed prior to
the time when the Treasurer left for the convention (he had departed about a week
early), and therefore the committee they had chosen locally had not been able to
meet with the Treasurer for auditirg the books. An explanaticn of the particular
circumstances involved this year was given and received by the convention .. It
was understood, however, that unless it is changed by decision of the conference,
the regular method of auditing the Treasurer's books continue to be by a com-
mittee of the congregation where the Trcasurer is a member through the confer-

ence!s convention committee. '

The initial report of the Finance Committee concerning the budget was then
prescented by the Treasurer (chairman of this committee, See page 35 of these
Proceedings). Before discussion of this report, however, the convention recessed
for a break.

Following the break it was moved and seconded to receive this report., There
was discussion concerning the text of the report; specifically, concerning the
matter of telephone conversations; concerning contingency plans regarding St.
Stephen's, and concerning the stated inability to transfer monies from one
conference fund to another. There was extensive discussion on each of these
points. A suggested rewording concerning the transfer of funds was suggested
by the Secretary and incorporated by the Treasurer into the report. After fur-
ther discussion concerning the other points it was moved and seconded to re-
commit the report to the committee for correction before final presentation and
reception. The motion was lost, After some further discussion of the points
it was moved and seconded to recommit the report to the committee for re-wording
and for checking as to whether certain statements regarding the Seminary plan
were accurate, This motion was carried.

Discussion of the budget proposals was then taken up. It was suggested (this
"suggestion" was actually moved and seconded, but following some discussion was
withdrawn by both the mover and the seconder. As this is not exactly according to
Robert?s Rules of order, but has been accepted among us I felt this was the wisest

way of recording the minutes) that the convention briefly discuss each of the bud-
get items and submit the matter to the Resolutions Committee to bring their recom-
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mendations to the assembly before developing a proposal #3., Aproposal #3 was then
presented from the floor for the Seminary and Mission funds. This proposal in-
volved transferring some of the interest income anticipated in the Mission Fund

to the Seminary Fund so that both salaries could continue at current levels. This,
it was mentioned, would avoid the hardship that would be caused by cutting a sal-
ary with no advance notice, by delaying any necessary realignment until the next
year. This proposal was then moved and seconded. The specifics of this proposal

PRSI - 1 PP
alC ad 1ULLUWS.

Seminary Fund

Budgeted Expenditures:

Professor's Salary $ 7,272.00
Housing Allowance 4,096,00
Associate Professor?s Salary 2,388,00
Facilities 00
Library 00
Stock 00
Periodicals 75.00
Miscellaneous 00
Seminary Loan Payments 00
Total $13,831.00
Receipts Anticipated:

Pledged from congregations $12,984,00
From Mission Fund 850.00

$13,834,00

Net change: plus $ 3,00
Projected year-end balance: $ 57.67 (not
counting debt of existing loan from General Fund)

Mission Fund

Budgeted Expenditures:

Trinity Subsidy ] $ 5,184,00

Transfer to Seminary Fund 850.00

Total $ 6,034.,00
Anticipated Receipts:

Pledged from congregations $ 3,900.00

Interest 2,434.00

$ 6,334.00

Net change: plus § 300.00
Projected year-end balance: $ 33,809.70

Discussion of this proposal began, but as it was the supper hour it was moved
and seconded to table the motion to an evening session after supper to begin
at 7:00pm.. The motion was lost,

Tt was then moved and seconded to amend the motion to adopt this proposal #3
to include that the whole financial and student situation in the Seminary be
carefully reassessed at mid fiscal year so that if conditions are the same

as at present or worse study and recommendations concerning professorial po-
sitions and the seminary plan could be laid before the congregations prior to
the next convention so that a well thought out decision could be made at that
time and all involved would have sufficient advance notice. This amendment
was carried. With Proposal #3 so amended Proposal #3 was also carried.
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The convention then adjourned for the evening meal at 5:40p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Randall D. Styx
Secretary

Sunday Sessions:

(Pastor Natterer assumed his elected position as Secretary at this time).
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June 27, 1982

SUNDAY AFTERNOON

'he cpening devotion was conducted by Rev, 0.W.Schaefer at 1:30 p.m.

ivmn 33 was sung -~ Psalm 116 was read ~ Prayer was offered to the Throne of Grace.
Our newly-elected President, Rev,P.R.Bloedel, began the afternoon sessions by

the convention that he would seek to carry out his responsibiliries to

of his ability under the Lord.

the minutes of the previous day's sessions were read and adopted subject to
ruview by the Praesidium.

Professor Schaefer then continued the presentation of his essay: "Faithfulness
cn the Part of Pastors and Menmbers,' This second part ol his essay emphasized
importance of faithfulness on the part of the members of Christian congre-~
tons. The delegates took a very active part in discussing this second part
ssay. The essay was adopted with sincere thanks to the essayist for his
1abors.

(ery Styx continued the repcirt of the Fipnance Commitiee. A motion was made
Lo hear the revised report of the Iinance ittee. Carried. It

by the convenlion to change the wocd "lay off{¥ Lo '"sabbatical

pay,"

2, 0.W.Schaefer, the second pastoral member of the Hission Committece gave the
[t was moved and seconded to 1cceive this reports

sock of this committe
In cornection

th this report the cenvention heavd an informative oral
rom Trinity Lutl through its pastor, Rev,
72w This congregaticn,which is being subsilized dy cur Uonference, continues
h the Word of Life, The motion made to accept this reporvt

:ran Church, Coos Day,

its wouk in holding fo
sconded ard carrvied,

Tha conveuntion then heard the report from the Comnittee on Lutheran Union
powsented by Pastor H.Daviid Mensing. [t was moved and seconded to reccive

Fais report, Carried.

A omotlon was made and secounded to receive the [ipal report of the Comrittee on

“ration & Lxcuses as 'en by HMr, John Dirksen, a member of that committee.

Carvieds

Report
ve this

atistician, gave the Statistical
n Conference. Motion made and seconded to recel

favid T. Mensing, the
our Concordia Luthera
ri. Carried,

7»il.David Mensing, in behalf of his congregation, Peace Ev. Lutheran Church,
ended an invitation to bhost the 1983 conveatrion of our Conference at Tinley

arih, 1llinois. This invitation was accepted with thanks,

it wes moved and seconded to have the reading of the minutes frcem the afternoon
:sion committed to the Praesidium for review., Carried,

The Convention was formally adjourned at 5:15 p.m. with the singing of

aymn 53, the reading of Psalm 111, the contessicn of cur Christian faith

{Apostlest Creed), the praying of the Lord?s Frayer, ard ihe Blessing by

Iresident Bloedel,

Respectfully submitted,

Rev,M.L.Natterer, Secretary
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RECOMMENDATION 1 from the Board of Directors

WHEREAS the Rev. James W. Luedtke has returned to his earlier false pogition in the
gplf

doctrine of the Church and Ministry in a lengthy paper which he hi

WHEREAS he has dealt deceitfully with the Conference by giving the appeavance that
he was still in the unity of the Spirit wicth us while for six months he was
preparing his paper in complete opposition to our public confession; and

WHEREAS he has rejected a critigue on that paper, reoguested by him and his congreghtion
and prepared by the pastors of the Conference zccording to sound Seriprural
principles; and

WHERFAS he was given the opportunity to attend the nresent Pastoral Conference,
once again to be acdrnonished for his false position and for his deception,
but has declined to come and hcear us;

recognize regretfully that Pastor Luedtke has
sersistently violated the conditions of wembercshin and fellowship set
orth in Avticla IV of the Conference Constitution, specifically in
that hie ao longer holds to our zonfessional stendesd in the Word of
God, and therefors that he has forfeited his Chriciian Jellowship
with our Conference., (Compare Article VIL)
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WIIEREAS Pastor Luedtke has broken his fellowship with us by persistently adhering to
a false position in the doctrine of the Church and Ministry and has thus
rencunced his agreement with our coufessional standard, thereby forfeiting
his Christian fellowship with our Conference; and

WHEREAS he had a few years ago basically made known his positicn to his flock, St.
Stephen'!s Congregation in Wilmor, and has been permitted by the congregation
to continue to do so privately, but has wichheld from them the details of his
paper, as well as the critique by which we endeavored to correct him; and

these brethren now find themselves with s pastor who is no longer in fellouship
either with our Conterence or with his own congregation, inasmuch as they still
subseribe Lo our confessicnal position on the basis of Scripture; and

SVITT T

WHEREAS we recognize the sincere desire, expressed by cur brethrea in Wilmot, fur a
"God~pleasing conclusion to the present difficultics surrounding the church

and ministry question';

CFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that we again offer to send Pastors Monsing and Bloedel as a
special delegation, upon written invitation of the congregation, not to dials
or debate with their pastor, but to discuss these matters with Lhem as our
brethren and to refresh their mivds as to the truly Jcriptural position in
these dentrines as we all confessed it together down through the years since
the deys of the Missouri Synod!s orthodoxy;

85 IT FURTHER RRESOLVED that, out of coucern for their souls and for the souls of their
children after them, we as ticif dear brethren urge Lhem vet again to inform
thieir pastor that they ave stiil in the unity of the Spivit wich us, and that,
if their pastor ccuntinues to hold to his false position, they Nunu}d appaal to

his heonesty and integrity in view of his oath to reacn nothing conirary to the
congregation's professed position, and asi him to resign; and

fgv
—

el

E TT SURTHER RESOLVE that we earnestly warn our deer brethren in Wilmot against a
long erd dangerous delay in this matter which, according to Scriprure, will
work like leaven in their midst., (Galatians 5:9; II Timothy 2:16~17;
Matthew 7:15)

(Suygest sending this resolution in a brotherly letter to the conzrecation, through
its pastor, but with a special cover letter to Pastor Luedtke, a-pcaling to his

sense of honesty and fairness in submitting it to the congregation and not withholding
it from them.)
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RESOLUTTONS ADOPIED BY THE 31st ANNUAL CONVENTION CF THRE
CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE

Resclution #1:

WHEREAS it is stated in the June 20th letter of St. Stephen's Ev. Iutheran Church
to President Natterer that the President®s letter of June 7th played an
important part in their overall decision not to send pastoral and lay

delegates to this convention; and

WHEREAS the President insisted in that letter that the delegates of St. Stephen's
Congregatjon "writs on their credentials with their signatures that they
and the congregation they represent still share our confessional position
on the Doctrine of the Church and the Ministry in order that they may be
seated at the convention (I Cor. 1:10);" and

WHRREAS the President of our Conference, who is charged with guarding our confessional

position, deemed such an affirmation necesszar
confession on the Doctrine of the Church & s;.'
that of our Conference," and because "it i:
that he made known to his congregetion, at
his false position;"

Ve b@nause "Paster Luedtke's
:iry 1s plainly no longer
nt frenm the correspondences

t the basic substance of

THEREFCRE BE IT RBIOLVED to vyeceive the letter from St. Stephen's Congregation,
nllmot, South Dakota, as an explaration of the 2bsence of pastoral and lay
delegates from this conventicon, Tut not as a nrop r excuse, inasmuch as 1t

sets itself against a forthright confession of their faith with us,

of the fact that they recognize their official uuLaungtLon of ouxr Coi
position; and

ion a true spirit of brotherliness

ires to point vrethren to
ife and conduct, that the

n & Truly God-pleasing

BE IT FPURTHER RESOLVED that we show by this a
vhich rejeices in the truth ard earne
the proper application of God's Woxd ir r
unity of the Spirit may be preservbu among us i
manner.

Zesclution #2:

WHABRBAS the Rev. James W, Lusdtke has returred to his earlier false position in the
doctrine of the Church and Ministry in a lenghtny paper which he himself
describes as his final, settled position and which renounces our confessional
position set forth in our theses, This Scripfural Position We Still Hold,
ratified by all our congregations in 1968; and

WHEREAS he hasdealt deceitfully with the Conference by giving the appearance that
he was still in the unity of the Spirit with us while for six months he was
preparing his paper in ccmplete opposition to our public confession; and

WHEREAS he has rejected a critique on that paper, requested by him and his congre-
gation and prepared by the pastors of the Conference according to sound
Scriptural principles; and

WHEREAS he was given the opportunity to attend the present Pastoral Conference, once
again to be admonished for his false position and for his deception, but has
declined to come and hear us; !
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THEREI'ORE BE IT RESOLVED that we recognize regretfully that Pastor Iuedtke has

persistently violated the conditions of membership and fellowship set forth
in Article IV of the Conference Constitution, specifically in that he no
longer holds to our confessional standard in the Word of God, and therefore
that he has forfeited his Christian fellowship with our Conference.
(Compare Article VII,)

WHEREAS

WHEREBAS

THEREFC

EE IT FU

Pastor Iuedtke has broken his fellowship with us by persistently adhering to
a false positlon in the doctrine of the Church and Ministry and has thus
renounced his agreement with our confessional stardard, thereby forfeiting
his Christian fellowship with our Conference; and

he had a few years ago basically made known his position to his flecck, St,
Stephen's Congregation in Wilmot, and has been perm;ttud by the congregation
to continue to do so privately, but has withheld from them the details of

his paper, as well as the critique by which we endeavored to correct him: and

these brethren now find themselves with a paster who 1s no longsr in fellow-
her with cur Conference or with his own congregation, inasmuch as
they still subscribe to our confessional position on the basis of Scripture;
and

"God - DLeasmng co cllslon to thc proscnt dlf llElCo surroundlng the chuxch
and ministyy question;”

RE BE IT RESOLVED that we again offer to send Pastors HMensing and Bloedel as

a bpeCLdl delegation, upon written invitation of the congregatlion, not to
dialog or debate with their pastor, but to discuss these matiers with thenm
as our brethren and to refresh their minds as to the truly Seriptural
position in these dectrines as we all confessed it together down through the
years since the days of the Missourl Synod's orthodoxy;

RTHER RESOLVED that, out of concern for their souls and for the souls of
their children aiter them, we as thelr dear brethren urge them yet again
to inform their pastor that they are still in the unity of the Spirit with
us, and that, if their pastor continues to hold to his false position,
they should appeal to his honesty and integrity in view of his oath to
teach nothing contrary to the congregation's professed position, and ask
him to resign; and

EB IT FURTHER RESCLVED that we earnestly warn our dear brethren in Wilmot against

a long and dangerous delay in this matter which, according to Scripture,
will work like leaven in their midst. (Galatians 5:9; IT Timcthy 2:16-17;
Matthew 7:15)

o g i 1 P e o i T o A b o G o o . O

Resolution #4:

WHEREAS

the necessity of maintaining our seminary as currently structured is still
recognized by our Cenference as an item of high priority, ircluding our
particularly well-qualifisd and gifted faculty. our theological curriculum
as developed and refined ovsr the years, and our seminary's recognition
by the State of Illinois; and
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WHEREAS, with the prospect of no student whatever for the ccming academic year, our

»q

Confecrence finds itself faced with the difficult prospect of maintaining our
faculty on salary with no regular duties in lieu of classrcom instruction;

HZRIFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, upon recommendation of the Committee on Theological

Education, we continue our seminary faculty on a working sabbatical for the
coming academic year, assigning them the following projects in lieu of
classroom duties:

1) Authorize Professor Schaefer during the next several months to visit
individually, at Conference General Fund expense for travel, the pastoral
members of the Fellowship of ILutheran Congregaticns for personal unofficial
interviews regading theilr doctrinal and confessicnal pesitions, and to
convey the results of these interviews to the chairman cf the Committee
on Lutheran Union with the view toward subsequent {fruitful negotiations
with this group as soon as it expresses the willingness to meet with our
union committee;

2) Assign to Professor Schaefer, in consuliation with Associatc Professor
Mensing, the preparation of entrance examinations for prospective students
who have studied privately or taken pre-seminary coursework but have no
college transcripts to present;

3) Delegate to Professor Schaefer the task of conducting missionary activity
in the Lockport-New Lenox-Romeoville-Homer Township region of the south-
western Chicago suburbs to explore and to assess the possibility of
establishing a nission station or small congregation in thal area;

4) Authorize Associatce Professor Mensing to continue the maintenance of
historical archives for the Conference and to devise a system whereby
these naterials can be made available in copy fcrm to others upon request
particularly those documents which are not ;rrenuly available from ouner
sources, HNecessary funds for the implementation of this assignnent are
to be defrayed out of the Conference General Iund;

5) Request Professor Schaefer to prepere, in consulitation with Associate
Professor Mensing, textbooks for the following courses in our semlnary
curriculum for which no adeguate text is currentliy availables

a) Propadeutics b) Liturgics ¢) Catechetics; and

B3 IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Professor and Associate Professor file quarterly,

written reports with the president of the Conference and the chairman of
the Committee on Theological Education, summarizing their activities and
their progress in these assignments,

}.

viTo

Eesolution #5:

WHERREAS

WHEREAS

the continuing lack of students in our seminary is of great concern to our
Conference, particularly as we look to the future and recognize the evident
need for well-trained, faithful pastors for ourselves and our children; and

the Committee on Theological Education in its report to this convention
suggested various ways in which our people may be regularly reminded of
this need and urged to remember our seminary in their prayers, to continue
their generous support of its work, and to encourage young men to prepare
for the Holy Ministry in our midst;
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that our congregations consider including in the General
Prayer at divine services special mention of our beloved seminary and petition
the Lord of the Church graciously to preserve His ministry among us by moving
the hearts of our young men to desire this holy office and to prepare for
this sacred vocation as undershepherds of Christ Jesus; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that our congregations and pastors be encouraged to include
this topic in Bible Class discussions, young people's gatherings and at
other opportune times; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as an adjunct to this loceal effort, the Editorial
Committee solicit from each of our Conference pastors an article on this
subject to appear during the coming year in our official periodical,

Resolutions of Thanks

hesolution #63

WHEREAS the sermon delivered by our President at the opening service of this con-
vention, as well as that delivered in the Sunday Divine Service by Pastor
H. David Mensing, were particularly edifying to the delegates, guests and
visitors present; and

WHEREAS the delegates and visitors at this convention received also special encour-
agement and strength from the precious Word of God in the various devotions
conducted by our pastors during the sessions; and

WHRRBAS we were particularly edified by the special essay presented at this con-
vention regarding faithfulness to the Loxd and His Word on the part of
both pastors and their members;

THEREFORE BE IT RESCLVED that the convention express its thanks to Pastors Natterer
and Mensing for their edifying sermons, to Professor Schaefer for his timely
and thorough essay, and to all the Conference pastors for the devotions they
conducted during this convention,

Hesolution #7:
WHEREAS our Concoxdiz Theological Serinary has continued to enjoy the use of the

physical facilities of Peace Ev. Lutheran Church in Tinley Park, Illinois,
during the past fiscal year; and

WHERZAS Peace Congregation has continued to provide these facilities for a token
maintenance cost and, in the coming year, is offering them cost~free to
the Conference to help alleviate, even in a small way, the expenditures
for its seminary program;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we express our gratitude to the Lord for the con-
tinued brotherly cooperation, generosity and sacrifice of Peace Congre-
gation in its promotion of this very necessary work among us.

Resolution #8:

WHEREAS the officers, standing committees: and appointed committees have served
our beloved Conference faithfully during the past fiscal year under the
Loxd's continued blessings;
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THEREFORE BE IT RES
T h

havye 1w

flave w

OLVED that we express our gratitude for all
t c o

in their dedicated Christian service to

that these brethren
T

a
ur Conference during

11

o
Ugil 441 vl

the past year of grace; and

B IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call upon the Holy Spirit to endow those brethren
whe have been chosen for positions of leadership in our midst with a rich
measure of His grace in the new year upon us, so that all they think, say
and do may be in accordance with God's Holy Word, to His glory alone, and
for the welfare and continued prosperity of His kingdom among us.

Resclution #9:

WHEREAS St. John's Iutheran Church of Lebanon, Oregon, has shown itself to be a most
gracious host tc the 31st Annual Convention of our beloved Conference by
extending to delegates and guests loving Christian hospitality in its church
building and in the homes of its members; and

WHEREAS the devotions and divine services conducted during this convention were
beautified by special organ music to the praise of our Lord and Savior,
the Head of His church; and

WHEREAS we were privileged to enjoy not only nourishment for our bodies through the
dedicated service of the ladies of the congregation, but received also in
rich abundance nourishment for our souls in the Bread of Tife, God's precious
Word, and in the Sacrament of Chrisl's body and blood as guests of this
Christian congregation;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Concordia Lutheran Conference express its heartfelt
gratitude to the pastor and members of this congregation for their liberal
hospitality and their Christian fellowship and love which contributed to the
general success of this convention, to our spiritual edification and to our
thysicalcomfort; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Conference especially thank Mr. Stephen Bloedel
for serving as organist for this convention, and that we express our gratitude
also to Miss Nora Natterer for her generous persconal contribution, as well as
for making the necessary arrangements for the recreational activity enjoyed
by convention guests &n Friday evening; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, above all others, we praise and magnify the ILord of the
Church, our gracicus Savior, for the bountiful blessings He has continued to
bestow upon our Conference by His never-failing grace, particularly that
by His Holy Spirit He has graciously preserved us in true unity of faith
and confession in His Holy Word, in spite of the ceaseless onslaughts of
Satan and the defection of a false brother in the ministry. We beseech our
gracious Savior, without whom we can do nothing, now to strengthen us in the
year ahead, that in keeping with our convention motio we remain fdthful to

Him and to His Word even unto the end, to the praise of His abiding grace alone

*

******z**
*
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