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SERMON_PREACHED AT THE OPENING SERVICE

b}’ he Rev, M, L., Natterey, President

L2483 ads IS VVELTLy &

Lebanon, Oregon
Inke 17: 5-6

My dear fellow-believers in Christ Jesus, our only Savior!

At this Convention we are observing our 30th Anniversary. 30 years! That is a long
tine! We have traveled a long road since the formation of our Conference at Okabena,
Minnesota, in 1951. During these 30 years we have known both joy and sorrow, Many
a time we had to witness that those with whom we had labored together for a number of
years no longer desired to walk with us in the unity of faith. Such were indeed oc-
casions of sadness and sorrow, Many a time we had to witness that carefully planned
projects came to naught because of those who caused divisions and offenses. At times
the future of our little Conference looked bleak. Yet even in the midst of such dis-
appeintments and sorrows when our hearits became tired and we sometimes felt like the
Prophet Eli jah sitting under the Juniper Tree (1 Kings 19:4), we reminded ourselves
of the Psalmist's words, "Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou dis-
quieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him, who is the health
of my countenance, and my God" (Ps. 42:11). "Weeping may endure for a night, btut joy
cometh in the morning" (Ps. 30:5). By God's grace, we continued to wait on the Iord
and He strengthened our hearts., For our faith did not and does not rest upon man —
his intellect, his gifts and talents — but upon the unalterable Word of our everlas®
ing God whose liord is the Truth! Somehow, without any merit on our part, the loxd
worked all things out well according to His good and gracious Will., Trusting in Him
and His Word our sorrows have always been turned into joys. And how could it ever be
otherwise? "We KNOW that all things work together for good to them that love God"
(Rom. 8s28). Now, dear brethern, we lock to the days which lie before us. The Loxd
will be with us in the days whieh lie ahead as He has been with us during the last 30
years of our Conference if we in all humility continue humbly to accept Hls Word and
allow that Word to be "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path” (Ps. 119:105).
And the days that lie ahead may be days of trial and tribulation for our Conference,
I say this not because I am a gloomy pessimist, tut rather because of what the Worxd
of our Loxrd teaches us Christians to empect in the last evil days of the world before
the Lord Jesus burxsts forth in the clouds of heaven accompanied by all of His holy
angels, Therefore, as we contemplate the days ehead it is surely necessary that we
cxy out with the disciples in the words of our text -~

"LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH!™
"And the apostles said unto the Lord. Increase our faith, And the Iord sald, If ye
had falth as a graln of mustard seed,ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou
plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea: and it shounld obey you."
With these words the Savior wishes to impress upon our hearts and minds that our
faith must be genuine and true. No doubt, at some time or other, we have come into
contact with people who are seemingly convinced of the truth of thelr cause and re-
veal great fervor and enthusiasm for that which they believe to be right. How often
we wish that we could be so enthusiastic, so certain of our faith, so happy in our
convictions as such individuals scemingly are, At such times it is necessary to be
on our guaxd and to remember that fervor, enthusiasm, certainty, joy of conviction,
are good -- IF WE ARE RIGHT! But they are all fatal if we are wrong. Look at the
fervor and zeal on the part of the Scribes and Pharisees! But what does Jesus say to
them? "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, Hypocrites! for yc compass sea and land
to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell
than yourselves" (Matt., 23:15). And the Apostle Paul speaks of the zealousness on
the part of the Jews, btut it was not according to knowledge. For they were ignorant
of God's righteousness and went about seeking to establish their own righteousness
instead of looking to Jesus who is the end of the law for righteousness to every one
that believeth (Rom. 10:1-3)., The harder a man runs, if he runs in the wrong direc-
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tion, the farther he gets away from the place to which he wants to goj whereas, one
vwho is walking in the right direction, no matter how slowly and quietly he is moving,
will finally reach his goal. Joyous, enthusiastic, certain, and great faith is a
blessed gift indeed; but first of all, we must be sure that our faith is the true
faith!
Ard when is our faith true and genuine? When we trust completely in the Lord Jesus
Christ as our only Savior and Redeemer and His Word! That faith which does not trust
in the Word of the lord, but in the word of men is not a true and genuine faith, And
he who trusts in his own ability and power, does not possess the true and genuine
faith, For only that faith is true and genuine which has as its foundation the Word
of God, Tt is that faith which receives the promises of the Gospel wherein we are
told, "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoscever
believeth in Him should not perish, but havc everlasting life" (John 3:16), It is
that faith which believes that Christ is the only Savior from sin, death and hell;
and that in Him we have the forgiveness of all sins even though our conscience con-
demns us. Or as Dr, Iuther puts it so descriptively, "When in real anguish, a con-
scilence should think of Christ and know absolutely nothing but Christ alone and
should then exert 1ts powers to the utmost to put the law out of sight as far as it
poosibly cgg and to embrace nothing but the promise of Christ" (What Iuther Says, Vol
I, page 33

We have true faith if we accept as true what God has said because God has said 1t,
Doubting Thomas, the disciple of Christ, said that he would not believe the resur-
rection of Jesus until he saw the nall-prints in the hands of the Savior and the
wound in His side. But Jesus told him, "Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast
helieved: Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have belisved" (John 20:29).
In the Epistle to the Hebrews we are told, "Falth is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen® (Heb. 11:1). With our physical eyes we have
20t seen Jesus' suffering and death on the cross; we have not seen heaven; yet, we
Christians believe and accopt these truths because God tells us these things in His
Yord and therefore we see them with the eyes of faith, a faith which God the Holy
Spirit has worked within our hearts through the Means of Grace! We believe and trust
God's promises!

“here are, of course, many splendid examples in Holy Writ of those who showed that
they trusted in the lord and His Word. In his Epistle to the Romans the Apostle Paul
speaks of the great faith of Abraham (4:18-21), Abraham had also shown his strong
Taith when he, at the command of the Ioxd, prepared to offer up his only son, Isaac,
as a sacrifice zaén. 22). Remember Peter, the disciple of Jesus, when Jesus told him
to launch out into the deep and there to let down his net and Peter said, “Master,

we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless AT THY WORD I will
Let down the net" (Iuke 5:5) Think of the Centurion of Capernaum whose sexvant was
sick and ready to dis, and who told Jesus, "Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not
worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof....but say in a word, and my servant
shall be healed" (Luke 7:56,7). When Moses was told by God to C137% v up his staff and
stretch out his hand over the Red Sea, he did not debate the issue with God, but
rather at God's command Moses did it and thus revealed his faith in the Lord (Ex. 14).
Likewise Joshua nany years later | performed a similar feat with the Jordan River at
the command of the Iord. And so, when we look through the Holy Scriptures we can
find 2 host of examples of those who trusted in the Iord and His Word.

Here in our text we have this statement of the Lord, "If ye had faith as a grain of
nustard see, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root,

and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you." God promises to those who
have faith, even the weakest faith, that they could say to a sycamine-tree, a mulberxy
tree, Be thou rooted up and planted in the sea, If we had such a command and such a
vromise, then the man of weakest faith, and “though his faith be as little as a grain
«¥ nustard-seed, could perform this miracle. REMEMBER WE MUST HAVE GOD'S COMMAND AND
PROMISE! Else it is nothing but heathenish superstition. Such superstitions are,
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for example, the thought that making the sign of the cross will bring the individual
a blessing or protect him against some harm. We make the sign of the cross, not to
protect ourselves, but as a matter of confession., To sprinkle ons's self with holy
water and to believe that 1t will convey some spiritual benefit is superstition.

Such superstitious practices abound within the pale of the Roman Church, But we have

no command of God and no promise of a blessing, On the other hand, however, the use

L -
of water in Holy Baptism is not superstition because we have God's command and prom

ise. The attendance at the Iord's Table is not superstition, but is an act of faith
because we have God's command and promise., Praying in Jesus' Name for daily bread,
for healing, is not superstition, but an act of faith. VWE HAVE GOD'S COMMAND AND
PROMISE!

"lord, Increase our faith!" O how often we doubt God's command and promise! He tells
us, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33)., But when we look at the present economic
situation, the spiraling prices in the markets and stores, the staggering costs of
being confined to a hospital bed and the services of a physician, etc., then like the
Apostle Peter who attempted to walk to Jesus on the storm-tossed waters of the Sea of
Galilee we begin to sink and the Lord Jesus must admonish us, "O thou of little faith
wherefore didst thou doubt?" (Matt. 14:28-31), God has commanded us to pray and has
promised to hear us, "Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and
thou shalt glorify Me" (Ps. 50:15)., Yet in spite of a whole host of glorious prom-
ises we often doubt. We forget, because of our miserable sinful flesh, that such
commands and promises come from Him.who is the Creator and Preserver of heaven and
earth, He is the Almighty God, with whom "all things are possible" (Matt. 19:26).

Does this not also apply to our little Conference? In their Christian liberty our
congregations have joined together in forming a Conference so that we might be able,
as a group of congregations, to carry out jointly what one of our congregations would
find itself unable to do. "4 further reason for which we are Jjoined together in this
Conference is our Iord's Will that the diversities of gifts in His Church on earth
chould be for the common profit, 1 Corinthians 12:4-31" (point 4 in the Preamble to
the Constitution of our Concordia Iutheran Gonference). And the 7 Objects of our
Conference as expressed in Article IIT of our Comstitution plainly reveal that the
work to which we are comritted is indeed the work of the Iord! Should we not,
therefore, ask the Lord to increase our faith so that together we may carry out the
tasks which He has allotted to each of us! Iet us then continue to go forward in

the work of our Lord, trusting in Him and His Word, for He has promised, come what may
in the way of affliction, trial and tribulation, "I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee" (Heb. 13:5), Amen,

CONVENTION SUNDAY SERMON
by the Rev. P, R, Bloedel
Seattle, Washington

Colossians 1:9-14. "For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease
o pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of His wil],
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord untc
all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of
God; Strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, unto all patience
and long~-suffering, with joyfulness; Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath deliv-
ered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of His
dear Son; In whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins,

Beloved friends in Christ,

The Apostle Paul had never been in Colossaé and he was not personally acquainted with
the Christians in the congregation at Colossae. Vhen he wrote this letter, from
which our text is iaken, that great Apostle was a prisoner--a prisoner in Rome.
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There was a man by the name of Epaphras whc evidently had been a pupil of the Apostle
Paul and was the pastor of the Colossian congregation. Now Paul's letter to the
Colossians indicates that this man, Epaphras, is visiting him in Rome and has given

to Paul a report about the religious situation in Colossae. This report from Epaphras
prompted the Apostle Paul to pray for the Colossian congregation and what he brought
to the Lord in prayer is spoken of in the text which I have just read to you. It is
a prayer which tles in perfectly with the MOTTO chosen for the 30th Annual Convention
of our beloved Concordia lutheran Conference and it is on the basis of this prayer of
the Apostle Paul for the Christians at Colossae that we are led to consider as our
theme for this Convention Sunday sermon:

WHAT WE ARE ASKING GOD TO DO WHEN, IN THE WORDS OF OUR CONVENTION MOTTO, WE PRAY
"LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH!"

We are asking God with the holy Apostle in our text
1. that we might be filled with the knowledge of the Will of God in all wisdom
and spiritual understanding, and
2, that we might be fruitful in every good work, and
3. that we might be strengthened with power from above, and
4. that we might be filled with thankfulness to the Loxd our God.
And may God the Holy Ghost bless the consideration of His Word...

Il
Having mentioned the report which Epaphras had given him concerning the Colossian
congregation, and having given thanks to God for their faith and love in the Savior
in the verses preceding our text, St. Paul NOW writes, "For this cause we also, since

the day we heard it (namely, the report of their pastor) do not cease to pray for you
and to desire that you might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom

and spiritual understandingi®

In his prayer for the Colossian Christians, the Apostle Paul desires that they be
FILIED with the knowledge of God's Will! Certainly, every Christian knows of God's
good and gracious will in Christ Jesus, our Savior! This saving knowledge of Christ
has been in your heart from the very moment that the Holy Ghost brought you to faith
in Jesus through the power of the Gospel. But the Apostle Paul prays that this
knowledge may grow fuller and ever more perfect in the hearts of the Christians. He
prays that they might be "FILIED with the knowledge of God's will in ALL wisdom and
spiritual understandingi{" You should then, as a Christian, at all times earnestly
strive and eagerly desire to learn more and more and more of the wonderful truths
of God's Word. God wants you continually to GROW in your knowledge of His precious
Truths. Only such knowledge works in you true wisdom and spiritual understanding.
Such wisdom and spiritual understanding cannot be obtained by your own reason or
by your own strength--it is alone the work of the Holy Ghost through the Gospel, Thue
you and each one of us must certainly pray in the words of the motto for our conven-
tion this year, "lord, Increase Our Faith!" --and with these words join the holy
Apostle in our text in asking God that He would fill us as individuals, as Christian
congregations, and as a Conference "with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding!" Through continuance in God's Word, every Christian moves
iorgard, day by day, toward that perfect knowledge of God which some day will be ours
n heaven,

Such growth in spiritual knowledge, wisdom, and understanding is of the utmost impor:
tance! It is an absolute necessity because of the many dangers which threaten us
from within and from without. There is a very grave danger lurking right in YOU--
your old sinful nature! And because of your old Adam you are apt to become bored--
to become bored with the Word of God; to become tired of hearing about the Law and
the Gospel, about sin and grace preached to you Sunday after Sunday; tired of hearing
about man's natural depravity and wretchedness from his mother's womb since the Fall
of Adam; that man, by nature, is actually against God, having a strong desire to do
only that which is evil and contrary to God's commandments; that man, because of sin,
deserves everlasting condemnation in hell. Because of your sinful flesh you may be-
come bored with hearing that, in spite of mgn‘s wickedness, God's thoughts toward all

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1981 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

nankind are not thoughts of hatred and malice, but thoughts of peace and thoughts of
mercy and kindliness and love, and that God's ¥Will toward you is a good and gracious

Will--that God 1s not willing that any should perish tut that all men should be
saved; that Cod's good and gracious ¥Will is manifested in Christ Jesus, your Savior;
that His good and gracious Will is plainly shiown in His wonderful Plan for our sal-
vation which is found in such familiar Scripture texts as "God so loved the world that
He gave His only-begotten Son, that whcsoever believeth in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life," that "God was in Christ rcconciling the world unto Himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto them," and that "in .Christ we have redemption
through His blood, even the forgiveness cof sins!" If such Scripture passages no
lenger grip your heart, if they no longer bring you true and lasting comfort and joy
and happiness and peace in your 3avior, then you must beware! You must beware that
your faith may merely be a superficial knowledge, something just on the surface--a
knowledge which has nc root in your heart, a knowledge such as Satan himself has,

May we therefore ask God to INCREASE OUR FAITH that we may be filled with the know-
ledge of His Will, that we may grow in grace and in the knowlege of our Savior Jesus
Christ, that we may overcome and vanguish our cld sinful nature which would urge us
and which would cause us to become tired and listless in the hearing and learning of
the priceless Word of God.

There is also the constant danger in the sinful world about you--that the riches and
the pleasures and the amusements and concerns for the things of this world may choke
and destroy your saving knowledge of Christ and His Word., For example, do you permit
your so-called innocent pastimes, and pleasures, and activities, and sports, and

such like, to become more important to you than the "One Thing Needfuli" Are you
ready with all kinds of insignificant excuses (such as we heard in the Gospel lLesscn
for this Sunday) when you are asked tc take time cut at home to read and tc study
God's Word for yourself personally, and that you gather your family about you daily
and share with them the precious teachings of Scripture having with them a family de-
votlon, and when you are given the opportunity to increase your knowledge of Scripturc
by regular attendance in Sunday Scheol and Bible Class and in the Divine Service. In
our convention we were given a statistical report which is indeed a sad commentary up-
on our Conference and the congregations in our Conference. It would nct be so bad if
simply there was no great and astounding growth in our congregations, btut, dear
Christians, our statistical report shows that our congregations are losing members.
Lock at those who simply move away because of some other enticement in spite of what
the Word of God says, "Not forsaking the asscmbling of ourselves together as the man-
ner of some isi" Kow this morning we had the pleasant privilege and joy of seeing a
1ittle baby brought to Holy Baptism--a tiny infant brought to his Savicr and in the
heart of that infant true saving faith is created by the power of the Holy Spirit in
that wonderful, precious means of grace, But there is such a disease as indifferent-
ism to the Werd of God--that disease is "I'1ll either take it or leave it!{" And how
does that disease come about and may that disease be inflicting our congregations ang
if so, what can we do abcut it, That disease is brought about at least in one way by
so-called Christian parents. They may bring their child and their children to Sun-
day School and endeavor thereby to bring that babe up in the nurture and admonition
of the Ierd. But if the pastor of your congregation teaches the child in the seccnd
commandment that he should not take the name of his Iord in vain and he goes hcme

and hears his daddy doing this, that creates indifferentism to the Word--the child
thinks “Well maybe that ¥erd of God that the pastor teaches me isn't really so im-

portanti" If, in the thirll c-iifcoadment, the pastognac?%ggsBX%Eg 8&%%%:;g%ah§r§Ec¥ﬁein

- S 4% '

8 g%s'tgg§eﬁ%1§e§f°§ﬁdt%h§§aﬁea§% sfﬁgg 82&5§hand momny staying away from the divine
service, absenting themselves from Bible Class, ignoring the voters' meeting and

the work of the Lord in the congregation, what does that create? Indifferentism to
the Viord of God: "It isn't really so important! It needn't be the chief thing in my
life because look at what my father and my mother do!" We come to the sixth command-
ment and all of the commandments. If the parents in ocur Conference do not show in
their life that the Word of God is the One Thing Needful, the most important posses-

sion and treasure, then our Conference will indeed decline in membership. A child
may be taught in %he eighth commandment that we shouldn't gossip and slander one an-
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other, and he may go home and hear his parents, who claim to be Christians, talking
about others, running them down, and doing the very opposite of what the Word of God
savs, TLet us heware of indiffercontism to the 'orld AR dhad 34+ 3 omething that

of o
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we in our household can simply take cr leave as we please,

And still another reason why we Christians should be filled with spiritual knowledge,
wisdom, and understanding is the fact that there are so many false teachers in the
world today, Ncw we again lock at our Conference and we find that many people who
have left our congregations have gone back intc the Missouri Synod or into some other
heterodox Iutheran church body. Vhat is needed? You must know what you believe!

You must be convinced of your faith on the basis cf God's Word!l You should have a
good working knowledge of Scripture sc that you may be able to stand up for the truth
against every errcr and against every false doctrine! VUhen therefore we pray the
motto of our Conference in convention assembled this year, "Lord, Increase Our Faith,”
we indeed ask God with St., Paul in our text to fill us with the knowledge of His Will
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that we may be truly able to mark thecse
who teach and 1live contrary tc God's Verd; that we may be able to try the spirits
whether they are of God; that we may be able to avoid evil in every form and anxious
to hear and to heed the voice of our Savior who says of you, "My sheep hear My voice
and I know them &and they follow Me," "and a stranger will they not follow, for they
know not the voice of strangersi®

II.

The Apcstle furthermore prays for the Colossian Christians in our text, “That ye might
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and in-
creasing in the knowledge of Godl" As the Apostle Paul, in the preceedlng verse,
prayed that the Christians at Colcssae might be filled with the knowledge of God in
all wisdom and spiritual understanding, so here, that great Apostle prays that their
LIVES might become fuller and richer out of love for their Savior; that they might
perform those things which are pleasing to the Iord; that they might continue to
bring forth good works as the fruit of their faith and that they might bring forth
these fruits ever more abundantly in their lives., Some Christians seem to forget
that the words, "Be ye therefore PERFECT!"™ and "Ye shall be HOLY!" still apply to
them after they have received the Lord Jesus as their Savior. The mement you have no
desire any longer to be perfect, that moment your Christian faith is in jeopardy!

The end and aim of your sypiritual knowledge and understanding is that you might
truly know what pleases the Icrd and thus walk in His ways and let Him direct and
guide your life~-doing those things which are pleasing to Him and avoiding those
things which are contrary to His Word. A4is a Christian, you are to make progress day
by day, not stagnate; you are to grow day by day in every good word and work., You
should be eager as a true believer, eager to grow in your Christian life, eager to
avoid everything which despleases God and brings shame and disgrace upon the name of
Him who died for you on the cross, and you axe to have the earnest desire in your
heart every day to amend your sinful life, to renew that Baptismal covenant which we
heard this morning--to resist the devil and all his works and ways and to serve the
Triune God and Him only, to do those things only by which and through which the Lord
your God is honored and praised. Your saving knowlege of Christ, your faith in Jesus
as your own dear Savior, simply has to do something! It must show itself in your
life! Otherwise your faith is dead! It is no longer a true and living faith, for
the Bible says, "Faith without works is deadi® Thus when you pray for yourself, fou
your congregation, and for your Concordia Iutheran Conference, "lord, Increase Our
Faith{,"” you are asking God that we might "walk worthy of the Iord unto all pleasing;
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowlege of God!"

I1T.

The Apostle continues his prayer for the Colossian congregation bty asking God that
they might be "strengthened with all might,,according to His gleoricus power, unto all
patience and longsuffering with joyfulness!" As a true believer, you have something
that your unbelieving neighbors and acquaintances do not have. As a true believer,
you have 2 Qouxee of stxength and power which is unlimitoed. You do not receive
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strength from any power within yourself but you are strengthened with power from a=-
bovel--with the power of God through the Word of the Gospel! And this power you, as
a Christian, should apply in every direction, by your words and by your deeds, in
your home (among your family) and outside of rcur home (among your friends and rela-
tives),in the church and outside of the church, on Sunday and during the weekdays--
to the glory of God and for the salvatior ¢f souls purchased by His holy precious

blood!

Above all, the power of God enables you as ¢ Christian to assume the right attitude
in times of trouble and tritulation--when poverty, sickness, mockery, scorn, slander,
persecution and bereavement come upon you! Here then the lord extends to you un-
limited patience, endurance and joyfulness according to His promise. Through God's
Pewer alone you can patiently and jeyfully endure all suffering, all the trials of
this life unto the end. May therefore your prayer and the prayer of our congregations
and of our Conference be, in accordance with our text, that God would "Increase Our
Faith" and thus strengthen us "with all might, ~ccording to His glorious power, unto
all patience and longsuffering with joyfulnessi®

Iv.
And the Holy Apostle concludes his intercession for the Colossian Christians by
asking God to give them & truly thankful spirit: "Giving thanks unto the Father,
which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light!"
Your entire life, as a Christian, both in the geod and in the evil days, in times of
Joy and in tim=s of sorrow, is tc be one of centinuous thanksgiving to God for all
His marvelous gifts and blessings. Such gratitude is fcurd only in the hearts of
these who truly realize that God is their Father in Christ Jesus through whom we
have the forgiveness of all our sins; that He graciously guides and governs the lives

3 o rinsd e o~ . myam PR RN K TN, T & - < e S, P T T
of His true believing children here on earth and will finally lead them to their heav-
enly home,

The most wonderful gift of our heavenly Father is that "He has made us meet (that He
has qualified us) to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light!" The
eternal joys and glories of salvation, the realization of your highest hope, is given
you by God's free grace and favor without any merit or worthiness on your part. It
is God who has made you His own dear child by the power of that great Gospel Invit-

ation: "Come, for all things are now ready!" (Cospel Lesson) It is God who, in
Christ Jesus, has gnaranteed to you the glor*es of heaven for your everlasting pos-
session!

And the Apostle expands this thought in the last twe verses of our text where we read,
"Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness and hath translated us into the
{ingdom of His dear Son in whom we have redemption through His blood, even the for-
giveness of sinsi{" As sinncrs, all of us, by nature, were under the power of dark-
ness, slaves in the kingdom of Satan where there is only death and eternal damnation
without one single ray of hope! But God rescued us! He tore us away from the power
of the devil and transferred us into the Kingdom of His dearly beloved Scn, our Sav-
ilor Jesus Christ! God established the Kingdom of His dear Son by sending Jesus into
“his world to give Himself into death for your sins--thus reconciling the world unto
Himself, By working saving faith in your heart, God has made you a citizen of Christs
Kingdom. Now you are Christ's own for He has redeemed you through His precious blood
and has earned for you the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvaticn, Because you are
a Christian, you now want to live under Him in His Kingdom and you want to serve Him
in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, and you don't want to
create in your household, or in your congregation, or in your Conference indifference
to the Word of your Lord. Oh, must not this grace and mercy of God toward you and
toward me, poor, wretched, undeserving sinners as we are, move us to offer heartfelt
thanksgiving to Him every day of our lives!

May God then grant that this prayer of St. Poul for the Colossian Christians may also
truly be ours when we exclaim in the words of our Conference motto for this conven-
tion, "Louxd Incxoeasa (mr Faith," nenely, that through these words we re-echo the

_9_
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words of our text that we may be filled with the knowledge of God's Will in all wis-
dom and spiritual understanding; that we may be fruitful in every good work; that

we may be strengthened with the power of Cod throughout our lives, and that we may
never forget to thank God for all His tender mercies and loving kindnesses--especial-
ly for having made us heirs of everlasting life through faith in our precious Savior
and Redeemer. And through the answer to this prayer, by God's grace alone, our be-
loved Concordia Iumtheran Conference will go forward indeed! Our congregations will
become bright lights in the community and in the world! Our members will become more
faithful and unmoveable, ever abounding in the work of the Lord in thelr own homes,
among their fellow believers, and in their contact with others, putting the Loxd Je-
sus first in thelr hearts and in their lives by diligently following His Word, look-
ing not to themselves or to their own desires or plans tut looking to the Loxd alone
for guidance day by day and making their will subjoct to the Word and Will of God in
all things; carefully instructing their families in the Scriptures by word and by
deed (by precept and example); growing in grace and in the knowledge of their Iord
and Savior Jesus Christ through faithful attendance at the divine services and in
Bible classes and in the Sunday Schools of their respective congregations, and par-
ticipating, in accordance with God's Word, in the voters' meetings of our congrega-
tions diligently and regularxly! These then dear Christians are those things for
which you and I pray when we say, "lord, Increase Our Faithi" Amen.

Convention Essay
A POPULAR HISTORY OF THE CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE

by
H. David Mensing, Chairman, Faculty Committee
Concordia Theological Seminary

(c1e)

Why this is written

There are two Scripturally-founded reasons in particular for which this history is
written,

One is that our own people who are older and who experienced many of the events here
told may not forget, in the process of time, what great things God in His grace has
done to deliver them from spiritual slavery; and especially that the younger gener-
ation may be factually informed about their great heritage. Thus the Psalmist of the
Lord writes, "That the generation to come might know them, even the children which
should be borns who should arise and declare them to their children." (Ps. 78:6)
And agair, "This shall be written for the generation to come." (Ps. 102:18) ILike-
wise, when God's people were delivered from the bondage of Egypt, the Loxd spoke to
His people and said, as He instituted the Passover, "And it shall come to pass, when
ye come to the land which the Lord will give you,.,that ye shall keep this service,
And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by
this service? That ye shall say, it is the sacrifice of the loxd's passover, who
passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when He smote the Egyp-
tians, and delivered our houses.,” (Ex. 12:25-27) Anyone who reads and knows our
history will recognize that there is indeed a parallel between Israel's deliverance
at that time and our own deliverance, for which we are truly grateful to the Lord,

Another reason for this popular histcry is ocur willingness and our sincere desire to
inform others who wish to know about us but who don't have proper information. This
is in accordance with the Word of God which tells us, "But sanctify the lord God in
Yyour hearts; and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in You with meekness and fear." (1 Pet., 3:15) This is
important, not only because God commands this of us, but also because many false
charges were brought against us to the general public, Although the officials of the
Missouri Synod could find no fault with cur doetrine, practice, or life, yet we have
been charged with being schismatic (inclined to separate from other Christians with-
- 10 -
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out Scriptural command, merely for personal reasons), sectarian, and fanatic, Ve
must state the truth, both as to Scripture, a2nd as to the facts. (See The Truth

About Tinley Park and The Proseedings cf *he First Annual Heelting of the Orthodox
Lutheran Conference. )

In this connection we emphasize that we avro not sndeavoring in any way whatsoever to
malign or cast aspersions on anv individual's character, whether we mention his name
or his office in any certain place and time. Our history is based on facts properly
witnessed and documentec..

Who we arc -- The Concordia iutheran Conforence

This is no doubt best explained by a quotation from the Preamble to the Constitution
of the Concordia Iutheran Conference, adopted August, 1957, and approved May, 1958,
which reads as follows: "In cbedience to the Word of God (Rom. 16:17; Tit. 3:10), a
aumber of our original members withdrew from the HMissouri Synod in the year 1951 fer
the following reasons:
A. Because of that Synod's progessive deterioration in doctrine and practice
during the two preceeding decades, in spite of much patient admonition to
the contrary on the part of many pastors and congregations in its midst.
(Compare: Book of Memorials and Proceedings, Missouri Synod, 1950).
B. More specifically because of

1) Its unionistic character svinced chiecfly by the unretracted ‘A State-
ment', Chicagn, 1945, and the unscriptural, compromising 'Common Con-
fession' of 1950.

2) Tts tyrannical procedures against its own preotesting pastors and con-
gregaticns, in defiance of God's Vord, Matt. 23:8-12; Mark 10:42-45;
and contrary to its own Constitution, Art. VII." (These matters will
be explained later.)

Now, while we are trying to keep this history a "popular" one, that is, comparatively
sasy to read and understand, it is necessary for a clear understanding of facts and
developments to go into some detail, (For mor- proof and documentary evidence of
what we present here, we are including at the end of this popular history a "Biblio-
graphy" for the serious student tc study carefully.)

The three large "Iutheran® church bodies 1a the U'.S.A.

For many years these have been three:
I. The Synodical Conference, founded in 1872, (dissolved after the Missouri and
Wisconsin Synods left it in 1963), comprising in late ycars

A. The Missouri .Jynod (1847)
B. The Wisconsin Synod §1850§
C. The Horwegian Syncd (1918
D. The Slovak Synod (1902)
II. The American ILutheran Church, founded in 1960, (The ALC, sometimes desig-
nated TAIC), comprising
A. The American Lutheran Church (1930), an orgaenic union of
i) The Ohio Synod (1818)
2) The Buffalo Synod (1845)
3) The Towa Synod (1860)
B. And four other synods. (See Wicke's Catechism of Differcnces.)
III. The United Iutheran Church in America (ULCA) organized in 1918, through a
merger of the General Synod, General Council, and United Synod of the South.
Note that it still further merged in 1962 to form the Iutheran Church in Amer-
ica, designate ICA. (See Wicke, P. 8-9; also Lutheran Cyclopedia, 1954, page
1097, "U. S. Iutheran Thuology".)

Hhat happened to the Missouri Syrod to cag§§ our break in followship and membership
Zith then

(Secretary's notes Presentction ~f this topic begins next page.)
- 11 -
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Our concern in this popular history is mainly with the Missouri Syncd,; because that
Synod was our original affiliation,

Since its founding in 1847, the Missouri fyr~l cornfessed and practiced God's VWord in
its truth and purity for about 75 years. But then liberal tendencies and the popish
or tyrannical procedures of circuit "vicitors" begen to invade its midst. (See: A
Short History of the Orthodcx Intheran Conference by Dr. P.E, Kretzmann,)

Ever since the 192G convention of thet Synod, there was definite agitation to promote
the union of various "Iutheran" bodies in America., Specific interest was directed
toward the American Intheran Church, which had been divided from us because of at
least seven false doctrines permitted in its midst. We were not able to make any
progress toward unity and union with the ULCA (later ICA) because they were so
blatantly corrupt in doctrine and practice that they did not even accept the verbal
inspiration and inerxrancy of the Scriptures.

At first & committee of faithful men, by Syncd's authorization, drew up the Brief
Statement of the Doctiinal Posi*ion of the Missouri Synod, adopted in 1932 and re-
affirmed in 1907, which began work toward a Goa-plemsing union by setting forth the
truly Biblical toachings and practices. (This document is a completely faithful
witness concerning those doctrines in controversy with the 4LC and should by all
means be studied carefully by cvery reader cf this history.)

The ALG did not howevsr accept this tyuly Biblical Brief Statcment and submitted to
our Synod*s 1938 convention their own Doctrinal Declaraticn (Secs Doctrinal Declar-
ations, CPH); and our Syncd's Convention of that ycar agreed from there on to make
the Brief Statement TOGETHER WITH the Declaration the doctrinal basis for future
church fellowship between Missourli and the ALG, ihereby declaring that disagreement
in some Scripture doctrines is "not divisive" of church fellowship., This procedure,
known commonly as the 2938 Resolutions®, was in clear violation of God's Word in

1 Cor. 1:10 and Fom, 16:17. (See Proceedings of 1938, P. 231; Proceedings of the
First Annual Meeting of the Orthodox Imthewvan Conference, 1951, p. 35

Subsequent conventions showed conclusively tbat there actually was no full doctrinal.
agreement between the two bodies; and therefore the Missouri Synod, in 1947, retrac~
ted the "1938 Resclution” as a basis for establishing fellowship. This was indeed

a2 right move. But it was only a "sop" or cmpty gesiure, for in the nine years pre-
ceding this retraction the lcaven of false doctrine and practice proclaimed in the
"1938 Resolutions" had coriinued t~ grow and spread throughout the Missouri Synod,
as Hely Scripture warns, "A little leaven leaveneth the whiole lump." (Gal. 539)

Meanwhile a group cf forty-four men, prominent pastors and professcrs of the Missowd
Synod with a liberal leaning, met in Chicago in September, 1945, adopted, and sent
throughout Synod a documen® called . Statement,

A Statement set forth the following false deoctrines in its various points as indi-
cated;:

1. Deviation in doctrine or piactice from certain teachings of the Bible
(*details of doctrine") is not divisive of church fellowship, (Point 11)

2. Mot all acts of joint religious work and worship with persistent teachers of
false doctrine or thelr adherents are to be regarded as religious tnionism
forbidden by CGod's Viord, (Point 9)

3. Any two or more Christians may mecet and pray together if they de so for a
good purpose, (Point 8)

4, Romans 16:17,18 is not to be applied to all Christians who teach and support
false doctrine, but this passage is limited in its application to those who
are not Christiens. (¥oint 5)

These false doctrines are in dicogreement with and in opposition to Cod's VWord in

Rom, 16:17,18; The Iutheran Confessions (Conccrdia Triglotta, ». 1095): The "Cynod-

ical Catechism" (Question 186,D); he Briel Statement of 1932, par. 28; and the
12 -
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Constitution of the Missouri Synod (Art.II and ITI).

% A mandd 7 bl MR mmatean e srnannasd own o .

Note that in 1 7‘1’( Dr, J, W, L/c‘uuncu, President O"... the liissouri ¢ Lynod, announced an a-
greement of compromise with the "Statementarions" that 4 Statement was now withdrawn
as a basis for discussion, but that this withdrawal "shall not be interpreted as a

retraction.” Note also, however, that A Staterent, printed out in full together with
twelve theges in its defense, was published after this in a booklet under the ti tle,

viiggses L0 Qelelise M sl

Speaking the Truth in Love, and sold as late as December, 1948, on the campus of the
Seminary at St. Louis. An exhaustive critical study of A 3tatement was published in
the magazine, the Confessional Iutheran in Fovember, 194G, and also reprinted that
same year in tract form under the title The Statement Controversy Up To Date. (See
also 4 Former U,L.C, Pastor Looks at the “hgreement, p PP. 4 and 5, by y Wallace H.
Machu§hlin° Concordia Lutheran, May-dune, 1975, pp. 36 and 37; July-hugust, 1975,

pP. 5

Now all this theological confusion and dishonesty had so fully spread as a leaven,
that the Missouri Synod was ripe and ready for the adoption of The Common Confession
at its Milwaukee convention in 1950. (This Common Confession is exhaustively treated

in 4n Bxamination of the Common Confession, a g ghlnt referred to 1n the biblio-
graph; y.; The Common Confession is a document th had been prepared _g a joint com-
e

mittee of the MNissouri Synod and the anerican Iutheran Church, the latter body not
having been satisfied with the Prief Statement of 1932, Even at the very first read-

ing, "it was obvious ... that this "Confesuion" did not measure up to the standard
set by Holy Writ and the ILutheran Confessions., ...(But) not one of the gross errors
which had been held in the American Lutheran Church was clearly and unequivocally
removed, and some sections were definitely not in agreement with Scripture, the
Lutheran Confessions, and the *Brief Statement'. ...3ut -- it was adopted by a major-
ity voice vote in the last session of the convention., And it was reaffirmed b: the
Houston convention in 19053," (See: 4 Short History of the Orthodox ILutheran Confer-
ence, p. 4, by Dr. P. B. Kret=zmann. ) “Since God in His Word requires Christians to be
unanimous in matters of doctrine and confession (I Cor, 1:10; Bph. 4:1-6), this ar-
bitrary, forced adoption by a majority vote actually caused a break in fellowship
within the Synod, all no longer confescing the same thing. ZSee: Concordia Iutheran,

July-hugust, 1975, pp. 58-59.)

Meanwhile, for alrcady several years, hundreds of pastors and laymen had been meeting
regularly, particularly in the St. Louils and Chicago Study Clubs, studying these
developments and volcing many protests to the Missouri Synod and its president.

(Pany of these are to bc found in tho book, Feports and Memorials, 1950, St. Louis,
C.F.H., pp. 442-518. Ve urge all serious Jtudents of this history to study these
materials,)

The beginning of our Conference, formerly called the "Orthodox Iutheran Conference",

1951
1721

After the open bresk in fellowship which the IHisscuri Synod caused by its majority
adoption of the Common Confession in the summer of 1950, which confession was also
adopted by the American ILutheran Church in the fall cf the same year, "it was but
natural that ... members of the Missouri %:nod, who were aware of thesc conditions,
should be in communication with one another while so many cttempts werc made to re-
store Synod to the former orthodox state. ...It was thought that a consolidation of
orthodox Imtherans was imperative. Upon an invitation issued by the 3t. John's &v.
Iutheran Church of Oxahena, Minn., (Geo. Schweikert, pastor), therefore, twenty-two
men, chiefly pastors, met in that town for a two-day session." (Quotcd froms A Shoit
distory of the Orthodox Iutheran Conference by Dr, P, B, Kretzmanu, p. 8.

Uhile we declared our firm resolve to withdraw from the IMissouri Synod in view of (nds
clear command in Romans 1¢:17, it was neverthcless stated in an essay by Pastor H, F.
Koehlinger, then of Detroit, that we wexre w1111n7 to dissolve our Group whenever theo

Iissouri Synod returns to thr Bricf 3tatement positon. (3ce: ¥retgmann, pp. &-9;
Proceedings of the First annual Veeting of the Orthodox Iutheran Conlerence, Sept. 25
- 13 -
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and 26, 1951, Essay No., Four, p. 30ff.,) At Okabcna we reaffirmed our original sub-
scription to Holy Scripture and the Coufessions, including the Brief 3tatement of

1932, and rejected the false confessions aforemontioned. WYe set forth our position
particularly in our own documents, "Articles of Agreement® and "Confession of Faith
Professed and Practiced by 411 True Iutherans.” (See: Proceedings, 0IC, 1951, PP L9~
55; Concordia Lutheran, Nov,-Dec., 1975 to Har.-ipr.. 1976; sce also Iutheran Cyclo-
pedia, Revised Ed., CPH, 1975, p. 593, "Orthodox Iuther

b PN e

w Oonference. V)
LOnICYencoe,

Coming home to our various congregations, wc vastors continued to teach our people
about the errors that had crept into our Synod and had gained wide acceptance, so
that they might join us in helping the Synod back to its former orthodox state. When
we insisted that we still wanted to be patient and teach our pecple about Missouri's
errors, such patient teaching was not permitted but the synodical officials actively
began their tyrannical invasion of autonomous congregations. One pastor after another
was told to "keep still and not tell the people what is going on in Missouri.” On
one occasion &t this time, the Rev. F, A. Hertwig of Detroit, a vice-president of
Synod, visited the present writer and said, "We know liissouri is rotten, But I want
to beg you not to tell your people so," My answer to him was the substance of Ezckle
3517-21: "3on of man, I have made thce a watchman unto the housc of Israel: there-
fore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from mc, UWhen I say unto the
wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn
the wicked frem his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in
his iniquity; but hie blood will I require at thine hand, Yet if thou warn the wickel
and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wickcd way, hc shall dle in his in-
iquity; but thou has delivered thy soul. Again, Uhen a rightcous man doth turn from
his righteousncss, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock beforc him, he
shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his
righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I reguirc
at thine hand. Wevertheless if thou warn the rightcous man, that the righteous sin
not, and he deth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast
delivered thy soul." UVhen the officials of various districts of Synod would not con-
sent to this continued patient teaching, thoy began to invade congregations with the
obvious backing of Prsident J. W, Behnken. The three pastors still with us today
whose congregations were first invaded are Pastoxs P, R, Bloedel; H, David Mensing,
the present writer: and 1, L, Hattercr,

Let no one presume that any of our remarks are untruc or a libelous defamation of any
character; because the facts have been publishcd already for more than twenty-five
years, in print, withcut any challenge on the part of the guilty invaders, and with
coplous documentary evidence, properly attested! (For this, see the Orthodox ILuther-
an, Dec., 1951, pp. 18-19; also the fifth instaliment in the series, "lest We Forget™,
under the title, "V, The Missouri Synod Invades Autonomous Christian Congregations,”
Concordia lutheran, May-June, 1976, pp. 50-52; an "open letter" by M. L. Natterer

under date of Kovember 4, 1951; The Truth About Tinley Park, by H, David Mensing, Apr.
1952. All thiS makes f()r infnmmvc BLT "\u:'r}r' sad YoadIno

LQIUMMALAVEe QUL Vel A TGliline f

The writer's congregation, Trinity at Tinley Park, Illinois, was the first invaded.
On October 15, 1951 five Northern Illinois District officials appeared at a meeting
cf the Voters' Assembly in spite of two resolutions of the congregation "not to come"
because the Pastor and congregation were together still studying the Common Confes-
sion. Only one of the five 1s still 1iving and is amazingly considered z conservatiw

in Missourl today: Dr, Theodore Nickel, now retired. The record shows that these
men told the congregation to discontinue the gastor's office apparently for exposing
Jissouri's false position and for his confession at Okabena. cwever, not even one
of the three Scriptural reasons for ousting a Christian pastor was ci%ed, neithe¥

false doctrine, nor willful neglect of duty, or ungodly living. Any reason now per-
naps on the books was entered later, after the meeting, that is, "after the fact"

{ex post facto). The Pastor and his Tomily were given thirty days to vacate the par-
sonage, and his salary was stopped. A remnant of the faithful people comprised nine
yoting members and their families who continlied to uphold the Scriptural validity of
Pastor Mensing's call, (See: The Truth About Tinley Park.)

To make the record more complete, especially regarding pastors and congregations now
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stlll with us, we mention several other particular cases,
There was a repet s simdlar to that at Tinley Park at Corona and Wil-~
mot, South Dakcta; Lansing, Illinois; Miane~rolis and Height of Iand, Minnesota; Ply-
mouth, Nebraska; and Pittsburgh, ennsylvania, (See: The Orthodcx Iutheran, Feb.,

1954, p. 24,)

“The Officials of the South Dakota District, Iumtheran Church-Missouri Synod,; thxcugh
the Visitor of the Circult, erranged to hold special meetings, with the members of
Christ and Centennial congregations cn two consecutive evenings., These meetings were
instigated behind the pastor's btack and without his knowledge. ...Rev. (P.R,) Bloedsl
could no longer be pastor of the congregation -- because he had refused to sign the
constitution of the Iutheran Church-Missouri Synod and because he had signed the Art-
icles of Agreement of the Orthodox Iutheran Conference. They advanced no Scriptural
ieasons whatever and, btecause of their actlon, violated the Scriptural doctrine of the
Divine Call." (Quoted froms: Orthcdox Iutheran, Dec., 1951, p.18.)
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3inmilarly, under the interventior of Dr. Theodore Nickel of the Nerthern Illinois
District, “the Rev., Melvin L, Natterer of Trinity congregation, Iansing (O2k Glen),
I11., was declared...to be out of the Cospel ministry. The basis for the action a-
gainst Pastor Natterer, was that he had not signed the Constitution of the Missouril
Synod." (Orthodox Iutheran, Dec. 1951, p. 1€.) It is interesting but disturbing

to know, furthermore, just how cunningly but unscrivturally the Missouri Synod offic-
ials operated in thesc cases. For the formerly named offirial said tec the congrega-
tion at Iansing that he found a term in Vebster's Dictionary, “"fraud in equity,"
which should be the cause of the Pastor's ouster, since he had accepted a call to a
congregation of the Misscuri Synod, but he himself did not want to sign the consti-
tution. {See: "Opeon Letter" by the Rev. M, I, Natterver, Nov. %, 19513 Orthodox
Lutheran, Dec., 1951, p. 18.)

Both of the above-mentioned peators refused to sign the Syned's constitution, simply
because they held that the Synod itself ignored it by tolerating error in doctrinc
and practice, thus making such signing of the constitution a "unionistic" act. There
pastors were, of all things, ousted on Reformation Day, October 31, 1951!

n 1like manner, Hissouri Symod officials led Trinity Iutheran Church of Corona, Scuth
Bakota to oust Pastor E, C. Hallstein from his Mnistry, contrary te Scripture,

giving their rcasons for this ouster nine days “after the fact," He was glven three
jays to vacate the property., (Sce: Orthodox Lutheran, August, 1952, pp. 132 and 133)

1 1little more than a year latex, on November 8, 1953, officials of the Uisconsin
Synod, in a similar manner, ousted Fastor Hallstein frem his Raymond/Clark, Scuth
Dakota parish, Predictably this occurved shertly aZter the Visconsin Synod at its
Milwaukee Conveniicn in Octcber of that same year had demonstrated its unionistic
character by deciding still to stay with the Missouri dynod, (See: Orthodox
Lutheran, Feb.,1954, pp. 24 and 25.)

what ungodly actions on the part of Misscuri and Wisconsin Syncd officials! Fox, the
pastors, having been ousted simply cn the basis of a kind of "synoditis" on the of-
ficials' part, were immediatcly without income and were t~ld to vacate thelr parson-
ages anywhere from threc to thirty days hence. Ve indeed prayed that the tyrannical
officials and those who followed their wicted ways repented of these crying sins and
found grace for Josus' sake, But why, then, didn't they give evidence of thelir re-
pentance? With thanks to Ged, who graciously waec with us, almost every pastor main-
tained a minority congregation still recognizing him as thoix shepherd; and others
received calls from other faithfnl flocks, or obvious reasons, most of these pastors
nad to find full or part-time sccular employment for some time to help the faithful
mzintain their flock and ministry and to prévide for their own houscholds. Yet it
Was constantly brought to the pocple's attention, and they agreed thercto, that sec-
vlar work on a pastor's part is not God's ordinance but an expediency (Acts 18:3;
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etc.); for "Even so hath the Loxd crdained that thcy which preach the Gospel should

live of the Gospel." (1 Cor. 9: s14) Consequuntly, as soon as possible, cur faithful
preople salaried thelr pastors as well as thoy couwd,

Paster O, W, Schaefer, an assuciete pastcr of & Hinscuri Synod church in Milwaukee,

continued to testify to his congregation and to hlb associcte against lMissouri's
false qu"hrm Finally, he resimed on January 17. 1055 from his mastorate at Zicn
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By, Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, confessing our position. Fortunately, there was
at that time a vacancy in our gl%ter congregation at Vilmot, South Dekota; and Pastor
Schacfer was installed there on March 13, 1955, having howpvor been spared the in-
human treatment of some of us.

£ollowing Okabena and the formation of the Concordia Iutheran Conference (CIO)

For several years true peace and harmony reigned under God within the Orthodox ILuthex
an Conference, Pastors and people rejoiced in their unity and mutual endeavors for
the Lord. But then a sad event occurred which disturbed this blessed unity. There
developed a controversy in Janua.y, 1955 regarding a matter of "sclective fellowship",

Dr. P. B. Kretzmann, a professor at the Crthodox Imtheran Seminary in Minneapolis --
and well beloved of us all -- hacd made a statement in a seminary class that he could
preach for a paster whe wes at the time a member cf the heterodox Visconsin Synod.

r. Kretzmann censidered himself to be in dectrinnl and confescional fellowship with
him although the pastor was not in a "true s=tatc of confession" over against his
Synod having refused publicly to acknowledge us and our nosition in doctrine and
practice as Scripturally cerrect. The professcr's statement was challenged as being
unionistic by Pastor B, C. Halls*ein of Clark, South Dakota.

Despite earnest requests to retract his statement, Professcr Wretzmann refused to do
80, kept on defending it, and even declined to discuss the matter with the Committee
on Theclogical Education, which was entrusted with the supervision of the Seminary.
He chose rathcr to proceed into lengthy correspondence over the issue in defense of
his false positiocn and made erronecus and unbrotheriy charges against Pastor Hallstcln
and the brethren who suprorted his challcnge., This arbitrary attitude defeated every
effcrt to xresolve the matter in a God-pleasing way because Dr. Kretzmann considered
himself answerable only to the local ccngregation in Minneapolis, of which he was a
members and, although he had been called in the name of all the congregations cf the
Jonference to teach in the Seminary, Dr. Krstzmann would not even discuss the matter
ith the President and Vice President of our Conference, who in a brotherly manner
sought to guard its confessional positicn,

Finally, Dr. Kretzmann set a date (Dec., 31 1055) beyond which, he declared, he would
regard no one his brother in the faith who did not withdraw the "sinful charges" of

nmninnis at g e ~s A makmnmal AsnmPamonan woa asruanaed
u..u..a..vua.o.m. ubu.L.u.Du “‘u.mu uudubkiubl.xb&.‘j o ayvv;cu. PG-D tOYa84 cocnigrene was Convencl ..\..u

Tinley Park, Ill., in January, 1965, at which a document called "Our Declaration®
was drawn up, rcpudiating the separatistic action of Dr. Krtzmann and dencuncing his

arbitraty and unbrotherly conduct. It cloarly stated that it was Dr. Kretzmann and
hia adherente (phiefly men oF Minnea 'r\ﬁ‘l'!o\ o had teorminated the felleowshin and +ha

............. (chiefly men of Minncapelis) ~ho had tcrminated the fellowship and tha:
we, for our part, continued to held to the 3criptural principles of the Orthodox
Lutheran Conferehce. (Scen A Brief History c¢f “he Concordia Lutheran Cconference by
Rev. 0. ¥, Schaefer, pp. &4 and 5; and "Our Declaration" Orthodox ILutheran, February
and July, 1956,)

With two church bodies now bearing the same name and for several months both publish-
ing the Orthodox Iutheran, 1t was deemed advisalle thot we consider reorganizing and
changing our cfficial ne2me. The Board of Directors therefore proceeded to draw up a
document untitled "The Agreement,” which recognized that, although the faction in
¥inneapolis had caused the break in fellowship, our retaining the name "Orthodox
Iutheran Conference" would only cause practical problems and perhaps cven hinder the
rree course of the Gospel in our midst. This document emphasized that we were deter-
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www.concordialutheranconf.com



1981 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

mined to abide by the orthodox teaching and practice of God's Word; but, to prevent
any striving before the world for tempcral advantages we were reorgenizing ourselves,
relinquishing the name Orthodox Iutheran Ccnivrence, and tuoking for curselves the
name Concordia Iutheran Conference. .1l our congregations voted in favor of this
action by the Board, and with the ysar 1957 ihe change went into effect, In due tine
a revision of the Constitution was made ani adoptod unanimously. (Sees Title and
Preanble of the Constitution of the Conccorilae lutheran Coaference, adopted August,
1957 and approved May, 1958; "The A Agrcement", Orthodox ILutheran iours), Jen., 1957;
and the Concordia Lutheran, Jan,-Feb., 1977. On the new cornstitution, see our
Prodeedings, 1956 and 1957.)

Qur Seminary and its work

With the reorganization of the Conference under its new name but with an unchanged
doctrinal and confessional position, we were determined under God's grace not to be
a temporary organization but to make arrangements that would help us preserve and
carry forward God's Word and Luther's doctrine pure for the generations still to come
(Ps. 78:6) Therefore we decided to establish a theological seminary, since the
seninaries of the Missocuri Syned, infiltrated with heterodoxy and supportcd by a
heterodox body, were not schcols to which we could, with good conscience, send ocur
¥Oung men.,

In the fall of 1959, the pastor of Christ ILutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin was
installed as professor in the first seminary; and our student, WMr. Julius Schmitt,
was graduated in 1962, Due to the unfortunate lack of continuing students, however,
the Seminary was discontinued in 1968. Pastor Mehlberg accepted a call to St. Paul'
Iutheran Church, Coos Bay, Oregon in August, 1969; and Christ Church was disbanded
for lack of growth°

Nevertheless, in spite of this set-back, we remained determined to preparc for the
future., Therefore we 1e-organized our theological training program and re-estab-
lished our seminary on a permenent basis in Tinley Park, Illinois in 1969, Pastor
0. W. Schaefer was called by the congregations of cur conference as president and
full professor, and Pastor H, David Mensing was called as associate professor. Sim
taneously, Peace Bv, Imthcran Church, Tinley Park, called Professor Schaefer as as-
sistant to Pastor Mensing because of shared seminary duties, The faculty was in-
stalled on August 24, 1969: and our Concordia Theological Seminary, housed in the
facilities of Peace Congregation, cpened its doors in the fall of that samc year
with four students.

From its inception and throughout the years, our seminary has carefully follewed =
curriculum similar to that of Synodical Conference seminaries in the days of crtho-
doxy. Although scheduling of classes is kept flerible to accommodate students who
must maintain sccular employment, we have never permitted our academic and theologi
cal standards to be compremised in any way, Ue operate with the express approval o
the State of Illinois and with their authority to grant not only certificates of
completed study but reguler diplomas of certification for our Ministry.

Over these years we have pgraduated three students: James W, Iuedtke in 1975, Randa
D. Styx in 1978 and David T. Mensing in 1980. The first two of these are now serv
in our ministry, and the latter is presently & candidate of the reverend ministry
(c.xr.m.), awaiting a divine call,

Our present need is for more students, young men desiring the ministry and at the
same time talented and academically equipped to undertake these studies. Although
we have inquiries regarding admission frem men of other church bodies, we are ob-
viously limited by our confessional standards (See 1 Cor. 1:10 etc,) to accept oni;
those of our own faith and confession,

Some sad disappointments

From the time of our separation from Misscurl in 1951 and throughout the years, we
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were determined that the terrible tyrarnnical procedures which we had experienced in
that Synod would not influence us tc overwcact to proper authority and oxder in our
Conference arrangements, Yet, in spite of ocu» best efforts, some in our midst, be-
ginning with Dr. Kretzmann, did just that and caused much confusion and sadness a-
nong us.,

On June 25, 1961, the Concordia Iutheran Conference, in its convention, had to expel
the Rev., E, C. Hallstein from membership in the Conference and suspend fellowship
with his congregetion, Trinity of Clark, Jouth Dakota. This action was necessary
because he and his congregation persistently and without valid reason refused to be
governed, in a grievance, by the Scrintural objectives and Christian procedures out-
lined in the Conference Constitution, On June 26, the same convention recognized
that Pastor J, E. Shefelt and his congregation, Trinity of Sigourney-Muscatine, Iowa,
had also broken fellowship with the Confercnce by their vote against the expulsion
of Pastor Hallstein and the fellowship suspension of his congregation.

After both congregations, with their pastors, had however been given several months
to reconsider their position but gave a negative response, it was officially recog-
nized that both of these congregations and their pastors were no longer in fellowshinp
or in membership with the Conference. (For further details, sees: Proceedings, 1961,
"Presidential Report", p. 13; "Minutes", pp. 22-26; Board Minutes, April L- 1961.
Pp. 1-5: Board Minutes, June 23-2%, 1961, pp. 1-2; Concordia Iutheran, July, 1961
"Convention Digest", p. 103; Concordia Iutheran, October, 1961, "Official Notice", p
P. 1513 Proceedings, 1962, "Presidential Report”, p. 10.)

In 1969s it became openly known that Pastor A. J. Cordes, then pastor of St. Paul's,
Coos 3Zay, Oregon, was dealing with his congregation in an arbltrary and self-willed
manner. Both the Conference President and other brethren trying to correct him
found no cocperation on the pastor's part. Correspondence and various attempts to
meet with him to this end brought no fruit at all. At length, instead of accepting
the Christian admonition of his brethren, he resigned his membership in our Confer-
ence on March 31, 1969. (See: Proceedings, 1969, President's Report, p. 15, and
Minutes, p, 44.) Pastor BE. L, Mehlberg of Milwaukee accepted a call to St, Paul's
in August of that same year.

S3adly, however, on June 23, 1972, the Concordia Lutheran Conference, in convention
assembled, had to expel also Pastor Mchlhers anrd his congresation, St, Paul's, Coos
Bay, from membership in the Conference. Pastor Mehlberg himself precipitated this
action by making public judgements and accusations concerning a matter of marriage
under private study by the Pastoral Conference, by hastily suspending fellowshlp

with his fellow pastors as hc forced a private matter to be made public, and by acting
arbitrarily instead of followlng the troper order set forth in the Conference Con-

stitution. Throughout the controversy, Pastor Mehlberz gave gross offense to his
fellow hae'h'\-m: the Roard of 'n-\'r-nr\-l'r"v‘a hig own conoresaticn and 211 Conference con-
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gregations by showing himself to be untrustworthy, vacillating, and arbitrary. He
also invaded the flocks of other pastors by circularizing his materials among laymen
in our congregations centrary to God's Word (1 Pet. 4:15); and he refused, with ths
support of his congregation, to remove his sinful and unconstitutional actions and
to continue in the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Gph. 433). (See: Boa..
Minutes, May 28, 1971, pp. 1-2; Board Minutes, June 22, 1972; Proceedings, 1972, pp.

52-54,)

Happily, continued blessingi

In our Conference we have howover steadily experienced many gracious blessings from
on high., Ve are still today five congregations with many faithful lay members, six
pastors, a seminary, a publishing housce, our own periodical, and Sunday School 1it-
erature. Ve are joined together in "one mind and one judsment” (1 Cor, 1:10), in
the "unity of the Spirit" (Eph., 4:1-6). This of course we attribute nct to cur
being "better than others"™, but alone to the narvelous grace of Ged. Ve, who are
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personally sinful like all men and in constant need of ocur Savior's forgiveness, re-
Jjoice to confess with the Lord's Psalmist, *"Net unte us, O Lord, not unto us, but
unto thy name give glowy, for Thy mercy, and for Thy truth's sake." (Ps. 115:1)

Our Conference, as briefly noted above, maintalrs its own publishing house called
Scriptural Publicatiocns, located in 3cattle, Vashinzton., TIts purposc is to provide
for the needs of the Conference as far ns the printed Vord is concerned in the inter-
est of advancing Christ's Church herc on cexth

. It is owned exclusively by the Con-
ference, Self-sustaining and organized not-for-profit, it is ovperated under the dir-
ect supervision of the Conference by an elected Beard of Control. (See: Constitu-
tion of the Concordia Iutheran Conference, 1980 Revised Edition, »p. 14-16.5 One of
its chief activities is the publication of our official crgan, the Concordia Lutheran,
a bimonthly periodical for the edificaticn of our people and for a consistent con-
fession to other Iutherans and to the worlc. Its statement of purpese is given at
length on the inside cover of each issue., Scriptural Fublications also produces our
own Sunday School materials for the various congregations and prints our constitution,
seminary catalcg, various tracts, and other litevature that is needed from time to
time,

Our overtures to cther protesting Iutheran groups

We have indced made such overtures to seek out church bedies and isolated individuals
in the unity of the faith with us. The reason why we include this in our historxy is
to show that cur Conference is not isolationist or separatistic but is genuinely

interested in God-pleasing union based on true unity in doctrine and practice.

In May of 1968 cur Committee on Lutheran Union met with a similar group representing
the Church of the Lutheran Confession (COIG), which had withdrawn from the Wisconsin
Synod (WELS) because of its persistent unionistic adhercnce to the Missouri Syned at
that time. However, the fact that the COLC still held the same false doctrine of the
Church and Ministry as the WELS stcod in the way of cur progress in finding unity

with them. Although we had friendly meetings with them over two days, we had to ad-
Journ acknowledging that we were not agrecd regarding the doctrine of the Church and
Finistry; for the COLC still today hclds that any chance gathering of Christians,

including a synod, ccmprises “Church" and denies the unique divinely-crdained status
of the local congregation. (See: This Scriptural Position We Still Hold, 1968.)

¥e also held, over several years, mcetings with the Iutheran Churches of the Refor-
mation (LGR)D These too were held in a friendly spirit; but, because of a recent
split in that church body, we considered it wise not to continue meeting with them
for the present, since there are yct some unresolved questions as to what had actual-
1y caused the division in their midst. As tc the group which left the LCR, now
known as the Fellowship of Iutheran Coagregations, (FIC), our overtures have not yet
borne fruit, as they tell us they will not meet with us until we have settled matters
with the LCR. This, of course, puts us in a most difficult postion since our Commit-
tee on Iutheran Union is now unable to make progress with either group.

Has the Missouri Synod improved since we left it?

Instead of obeying the command of Christ, "Beware of false prophets" (Matt, 7:15),
and "avoid them," (Rom. 15:17,18), many Misscurians through the years and still to-
day cling to the vain hope that Missouri is geing to return to orthodoxy. Thus they
ignore the Savior's warning and say instead: “Don't avoid, but stay in and fight.”
(But see: Synodical Catechism, Question and inswer 186-D: Brief Statement of 1932,
par. 28.)

This human philosophy is untrue beceuse it is contrary to God's Uord. But it is un-
true also on the basis cf plainly cbscrvable facts. We note here some observations
from the last two decadess ‘

-- Pastor Richard Necuhaus of the Missouri Syncd hclds that Jews can be saved
without belief in Jesus as their Savior. (See: Christian News, May 20, 1968.)
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-- TWwo Valparaiso University professcrs (Urckeler and Bloom) have published a
biclegy textbook which defends evolution. ({Jee: Christian News, May 20, 1968.)

~-- A recent pcll showed that about 1,000 pastors of the Missourl Synod reject
the inerrancy of the Bible. (Sec: Christian jews, Hay &, 1970.)

-~ The Concordia Theological Monthiy in its September, 1970 issue attacked the
historicity of the Genesis account of craz'ion,

-~ Dr. Norman Habel and Dr. Valtcr Zartling of Concordia ary, St. Louis,
deny the inerrancy of Scripture. (See: Christian Hews, Oct. &, 1971; June 26,1972.)

-- Pastor Robert Hoyer, author of Missouvri Synoc literature fcr Rible classes,
denies the inerrancy of the Bible and the vicarious atonement of Christ and questions
St. Paul's authorship of the letters to Timothy and Titus. (See: Christian Hews,
Oct. 25, 1971.)

-- At its 1969 convention, the Missouri Synod:

a) declared fellowship with the ALC by majority vote without having achieved full
doctrinal unity with that church body.

b) approved weman suffrege in congregetions and oan Syncdical boards despite the
clear lWord of God in 1 Cor. 14:%-35 and 1 Tim. 2:11 ff. (See: Conventicn Prc-
ceedings, 1969; Christian News, July 5, 1971.)

--The Asscciation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches (AEIC), a group of so-calle:
moderates” but actually hard-core liberals of the Misscuri Synod, left the Synod
and was incorporated in Illinois on April 27, 1976. At its fcunding there were 150
congregations with 75,000 menbers. 1979 statistics indicate that it had grown to
267 congregations, 659 ordained ministers, 359 pastors serving congregations, and
over 112,000 baptized members. While we left the lissouri 3ynod in the early 1950's
because of its heterodoxy, that is, its persistent false doctrine and practise; it in
important tc note that the ALLC pecple left it for the exactly opposite reason:

They held the existing Missouri Zynod still too “orthedox," (See:s Concordia
Lutheran, January-February, 1977, p. i4; Iutheran Sentinel, Jan. 22, 1981, pp. 24-25.)
-~ Christ Seminary-Seminex (Seminary-in-Zxile), St. Louis, Hissouri, was
founded in 197" when & large contingent of professors and some 500 students left Con-
cordia Seminary to form their own seminary because they did not agree with the doc-
trinal stance of Dr. J, A, O, Preus, President cf the Synod, and part of the Jem-

inary Faculty. They alsc deplored the lack of "academic freedom™ in matters of

Bible criticism, At present Semincx has o faculty of twenty professors and a student

body of 200. What shows the current liberal chaiacter of the HMissourl Synod is the

fact that, as late as 1980, some Missoiri ccngregations were calling Seminex grad-

uates as their pastors. (Christian News, Dec. &, 1980, p. 21.)
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Further aberrations

Dr. Oswald Hoffman, Lutheran Hour speaksr, joined with Archbishop Hurley of Anchor-
age, Alaska, in a worship service there on October 24, 1980, celebrating the 450th
anniversary of the Augsburg Confession. Lettexs of protest were sent to the Presi-
dent of the Misscuri Synod and to the Iatheran Iaymen's League, but no action was
taken against him. (See: Christien News, Dec, 8, 1980, pp. 1 and 15.)

On Cotober 26 and 27, 1980, & joint Reformation service with Iutherans and Catholics
a8 held at St. lary's Cathedral in San Framsiscc, California. Among the partici-
pants was the Rev. Orval Oswald, President of the California-Nevada-Hawail Pistrict
of the Missiuri Syncd. Again, no action was taken. (Sec: Christian News, Jan. 5,
1981, p. 3.

A joint Tutheran-Catholic service was held in the Tucson, Arizona Cathedral on Liov-
ember 2, 1980. Participating was the Rev. Hervert Schmidt, campus pastor at the Un-
iversity of Arizona, a member of the lisscuri Synod. Again, no action was taken.
(Sees Christian News, Jan. 26, 1981, . 10.)

The Fresident and four Vice-presidents of the Missouri Synod hold the position of"
Dr. Walter Maier, Jr. on objective justification tc be at variance with the doctrina:

ositlon of the §ynod. Despite various meetings the matter apparentl% has not yet
ecn resolved. ?‘ee: Christian News, various issues from Dec. 8, 1980 to Apr. 20,
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1981.)

On Good Friday of this year a spescial service was held at Sherman Park Iuthexan Chuxch
fMilkaukee, Wisconsin (Missouri Synod) which foaziured seven speakers from the followng
denominations: Meth odist Episcopal, Bapelst, Serhian Orthodor, Roman Catholic,
Presbyterian, and Iu theraﬁn The theme of this service ¥ raa "All One - At the Crossi™
Once more no action was taken. (Sse: Pad~er Iutheran, Apr. 3, 1981, P, 4.)

In conclusion

The Concordia Lutheran Conference is an advisory or serxvice body to the congregations
which comprise its membership. It is not a "church" or church government equal to or
over its congregations. Its chief objective, internally, is to guard its confessional
stand; and therefore, as past history shows, it consistently practices "doctrinal
discipline" so that error is not permitted to exist in its fellowship.

It is our fervent hope that all who read this history and fird themselves on pathways
leading them away from the truth may return to the pure Vord and Doctrine and Jjoin uc
in upholding Scripture in these last days of sore distress. Wuith the Psalmist we a-
gain declares "Thy testimonies I have taken as an heritage forever: for they axe
the rejoicing of my heart., I have inclined mine heart to perform Thy statutes alway,
aven unto the end." (Ps. 119:111,112)

inyone who has read this history, who therefore knows what severe trials we have al-
ready undergone to keep the Lord's testironies, and who recognizes our Christian re-
solve still to perform His statutes even unto the end, will also recogunize the fact
that we were able to endure what we did and now still continue in faithfulness under
difficult conditions, no* by virtue of our own wisdom and strength, but only in the
faith of our dear Lord and Savior. Jesus tells us this, saying, "uithout me ye can
do nothing." (John 15:5) 4And His Apostle teaches us the same in positive words,
saying, "It is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.’
(Phil, 2:13)

Therefore, as we now look to the future, we rejeice that we can still join with the
Apostles of o0ld and confidently pray t~ the decar Savior, in the motto of our 30th
annual Convention: "Loxd, increase our falth“" (Luke 17:5)

Soli Deo Gloria

Respectfully submitted,

Prof. H. David Mensing, Chairman
June, 1981 Faculty Committee for this Histox~

(Accepted and adopted by resolution of the 30th Annual Convention of the
Concordia ILutheran Conference, Wilmot, South Dakota, June, 1981.)
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CaTLThnve v allL Liiw v ¥4 WO WUy Ve uhiad Leaw vva J

of +the Board of Directors, Conco*dia Iutheran Conference. These are not published
ut remain the property of the Conference, They are cited to show the existence of
further material in the official record.

*Reference is to issues of the Orthodox Jutheran published by the bonafide Orthodox
Iutheran Conference, and not to any publication by the Minneapolis factlon,

N
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BUSINESS SECTION

Presidant's Rzooxt

i~h

"Not unto us, O Tord, not urto us, hut unto Thy Name give lory, for Thy mercy, and
for Thy truth's sake" (Ps. 115:1), Tnese words of the Psalmist fittingly describe
the attitude of all our hearts as we raviow tha events relating to the work of our
Conference during the past year. Therc is no merit, no worthiness on our part, it is
the undeserved mercy and iove of our dear heavenly Father in Christ that we have been
able to cope with the various problems which have confronted us and to emerge as
brethren united in the faith so that we can contirue to go forward in the work of

our Loxd as brethren who "speak the same thing" and arxe “perfectly joined together in
the same mind and in the same judgement” (1 Cor. 1:10).

last September (1960) Pastor Iuedtke, the Chairman of our Committee on Missions, sent
me the notice which he had drawn up for our Concordia Lutheran in accord with the et~
clution passed at our last Convention in which the Committee on Missions was re-
yuested "in consultatiocn with the Praesidium. to formulate and publish in cur "Con-
cordia Iutheran" an invitation to orthodox groups or congregations who desire further
information in our doctrinal positicn™....(See 1980 Proceedings, PP 56 & 57). Both
your President and Vice-presidaent regarded the "NOTICE TO INDEFENDENT LUTHERAN COil-
GREGATIONS" as belnb precise and adequate., Ve thank Pastor Ivedtke for his prompt-
ness in responding to the Conference resolution.

Toward the end »f October of last year your President received a telephone call from
Rev. JolnR. Houck, the Geuneral Secrctary of the Iutheran Council in the USA, xo-
questing a meeting, The mceting was arrarged for Hovember 17, 1980. Rev. Houck's
office is in New York Ci®y, tut ne informed me that he would bes in Los Angeles and
his plans were to fly to Portland, Ovegon and then rent a car and drive down to
Lebanon. Our meeting was held =s schedulec. How our Conference came into existence
vas briefly explained to him and meneral questions concerning our Seminary, our
pastors, ets., were answered. I then lirected ~ur discussion to *he LCUSA's Consti-
tution centering the attontion on Axticle IV which states that the nember bodies
shall work together and worship together end that they will alsc “"seek to achieve
theological congensus" by continuous sindy of the Seriptures. I pointed out to him
that on the basis of such passcges as 1 Cor. 1:10 there must be unity in doctrine and
practice before there can be jeint worship and work and that this was not the case
with the bodies belonging to the ICUSA. To besin with I referred to the inspiraticr
of the Scriptures, the ordination of women, unionism and homosexuality, pointing to
pertinent examples to prove this. The LCUCA is a unionistic organization which
narbors within its midst a wide divergence of doctrine and practice which is con-
demned by thc Word of God, vhile I was saddened by the utter disregard for sound
Lutheranisnm exemplified in the ICUSA with their agreement to disagree, I wa2s thankii.
for the opportunity to bear testimony to the doctrines of Holy Writ which we in oux
Sonference still uphold by God's grace. Such conversaticns which you and I may hat:
with nominal Iutherans shculd serve to make us annrnria+p all the more the precious
treasure we miserable sinners are privileged tc pusssess in the full truth of His
holy Vordi

Last lovember I received a Questionnaire on the Ordination of Women in Iutheran
Churches  from The Lutheran Horld Federation in Geneva, Switzerlend. 1 answered
guestionnaire hy stating that our Concordia Lutheran Conference rejects ths or dlna—
tion of women to the Pastoral Office on the basis of such passages as 1 Corinthians
145335 and 1 Timothy 2:11-12. We pray that our testimony may bear fruit hy awake-
ning the slumbering consciences of such nominal Iutnerans that they might return to
the sound ILutheran position concerning the reole of women in the Church.

In January of this year I received a communi~ation from a student at the Wisconsin

Iutheran Seminary. This studont, Mr. Scnum?cher, is in his senior year and requested
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any infermation that we could give him pertaining te our Conference. His instructor
had assigned him the task of writing "a comprehensive Church History term paper on an
original topic dealing with some aspect of Americu. Iutheranism." /And since his
roommate at the Seminary, Mark Cordes, had r«Igrred to the Concordia Iutheran Confer-
ence, Mr. Schumacher decided "to rcscarch the historical development of the Concordia
Iutheran Conference." I sent him several lack issues of our 'Concordia Iutheran”and
directed him to our Seminary professor, Fev. Schaefer, for further help, Professor
oSchaefer very promptly replied with a very cordial letter and additiénal material

to help him in his project. At the same time, however, Professor Schaefer rightly
requested a copy of his paper before handing the finished product to his professor
in order that we might attest to the factuality of the paper. Professor Schaefer's

request is right and proper since Student cbumacher s term paper deals with us.

In Narch of this year it was suggested to me by Rev. R. Styx that we request each of
our congregations' pastors to "delegate one of their members to prepare one or morc
official photographs of their respective congrezations" and the “pastor to preparc

a capsule history of his congregation" so that the same might be posted at our coming
Convention in Wilmot, South Dakota. Your Vice-president and I thought this to be a
werthy suggestion and imparted the request to the congregations of our Conference.
The results are apparent in the display set up at this Convention.

Ihis last year haes revealed to me in particular the Iord's grace in providing me with
brethren who have given me splendid cooperation so that I could carry out the duties
of the office to wkich you elected me with checrfulness. I am especially grateful to
the various members of our Boaxd of Directers whose brotherly advice and encourage-
ment were of great assistance to me in helping me to Tulful my responsibilities in
accord with God's Word. It is my fervent prayer that we may continue to ge forward,
asking the Lord to increase our faith in these last evil days, testifying to others
by word and. deed HIM who alone is the true Light of the world and the entrance of
whose ¥Word alone gives light and understanding, Our God shall supply all cur needs
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

Lespectfully submitted,

Rev, l, L, Patterer, president

Report Of The Committee To Review The Presicential Report

Having reviewed the annual report of the President, your committee finds it to be
informative, interesting and encouraging.

We thank the President for his labors of love during the past year, noting particu-
larily his bold confession of the Truth on behalf of our Concorxdia Iutheran Conferens

It is our fervent prayer that the Tord and Head of His Church, our deaxr Savior gra-

ourine out His blessings upon our President so that he may be abla
ou £lS DiesSsings Uupon Oouxy rresicent S0 Tnal e ay e allic,

, once again to carry out the duties of his cffice with cheerful-

Ticspectfully submitted,

John R, Dirksen
Stephen P, Bloedel
the Rev. James ¥V, Iuedtke, chairman
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Report of the Committee on Registration and Zxcuses

Py e
AL

en g
(Pastors, Delegates, and Alternates not d Rev., D, and A respectively.)

&
N
[
U
ct
(
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John and Corinne Almquist St. Stephen's Vilmot, S.D.
Alma Ashwege St. Stephen's Wilmot, S.D.
Rev. Paul R. Bloedel St. Iuke's Scattle, Wash.,

Mrs., Paul Blcedel, iMarit, liatthew,
Elizabeth, Paul, Timothy,&Kristin

D Mr. Stephen P. Plovdel St. Tuke's Zeattle, Wash.
Bob Buttke . St. Stcphen's Vilmot, 5.D.
Delton Buttke St, Stephen's Vilmot, 3.D.
Mr. and Mrs., Marlen Buttke St. Stephen's Yilmet, S.D.
Iuella Buttke St., Stephen's Wilmot, S.D,
Kieth M. Chancly 3t. Stephen's Wilmot, S.D.
Mrs, Ella Cummins S$t. Stephen's Vilmot, S.D.

D Mr. John R. Dirksen Trinity Eastside, Ore.
¥rs, John Dirkscn, and Kent (Coos Bay)

D Mr. Ioren Dirksen Trinity fastside, Ore.
Mrs. Loren Dirkscn, Daren, Tracic, (Coos Bay

and Alissa
Mr. and Mrs, Xent Frexrichs, St. Stephen's ¥ilmot, S.D.
Miranda, and Aaron -
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Hinkelman St. Stephen's yllmot 3.0,
Mr. and Nrs., Richard Jurgens St. Stephen's illmOt 5.D.
Rosalie Jurgens St. Stephen's 1}“039 §=D”

D Yr. Dwight R. Iuedtke St. Stephen'’s iilmot, :=D~

Rev. James k. ILucdtke, 5t. Stephen's Wilmot, 5.D.
Mrs. James Inedtke, Heidl, Nathan,

Holly, and Hecathcr N .

D Nr. Paul F. Iuedtke St. Iuke's Seattle, Vash,
Mrs. Paul ILuedtke .

i Mr. David T. licnsing (c.r.m.) Pezce Tinley Pork, Ill.
Mrs. David lensing, and Davey .

D ¥r. H, Danicl Mensing. Peace Tinley Park, Ill.
Mra. Daniel iensing, Mark, and Karl X

Rev. H.David Mensing Poace Tinley Park, Ill.
Mrs, H. David Mensing .

Timothy Mensing Peace Tinley Park, I1l.

D Mr, Charles Miller 3t. Siephen's Vilmct, S.,D.
HMrs., Gladys IMiller

Rev. M. L. Nattercr 3t, John's Lebanen, Ore.
firs. M, L. Fatterer B .

A Mr. Carl Palmquist 5t, Stephen's Vilmot, &5.D.
Mrs. Carl Palmquis<t . '

Clayton Palmguist, Jennifer, St. Stephen's Yilmot, $.D.
and Collin

Dorthea Poppen St. “tephen's Uilmot, 5.D.

Frieda Reil St. Stephon's Wilmot, S.D.

Mrs. Lena Rcil 5t. Stephen's Wilmot, S.D.

A lr. Loren Reil St. Stephen's Vilmot, S.D.
Mrs. loren Reil, and boys
Victor Reil St. Stephen's iilmot, S$.D,
Cheryl Reyclts 3t. Stephon's Wilmct, S.D,
lir, and Mrs. H. Reyelts St. Stephen's Wilmot, S.D.
Mr. and Y¥rs, Orville Reyelts St. “tephen's Vilmot, S.D.
lir. and lirs. Peter heyelts , St. Stephen's Vilmot, 5.D.
Sherry Reyclts St. Stevhen's Tilmot, S.D,
Hr. and Mrs. Rodney Reyelts 3t. Stephen's Wilmot, 3.D.

and family 26
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Mr. and iirs. Wayne Sandbakken S5t. Stephen's Vilmot 35.D.
D Jonathan C. Schaefer Peace Tinley Park, I1l.
Mrs. Jonathan Schaefer, and Jonathan
Rev. 0. i. Schaefer (\dvisory) mance Tinley Park, Ill.
Mrs. 0. W. Schacfer
Nick and Lin Steinlicht St, stephen's tilmot, S.D.
Mr, Jeffery W. Styx, Treasurer Peace Tinley Park, Ill,
Rev. Randall D. 3tyx Trinity Bastside, Oregon
Mrs. Rendall Styx, and Jonathan {Coos Bay)
Bertha Thielman St. Stephen's Wilmot, S.D.
Mary Temple and girls St. Stephen's Pilmot, S.D,

(There wore others present who ¢id not register.)

Iritial Report, Comnmittee on Reglstration and Bxcuses
The lay delegates from the member congregaticns are as follows: *

Peace Ev. Iutheran Church Rev, H. David Mensing
F. Daniel Mensirng
Jjonathan C. Schaefer
Trinity Tutheran Church Rev. Randall D. Styx
Icren R. Dirksen
Jchun E. Dirksen
St. Luke's Lutheran Church Rev, P. R. Rloedcl
Stephen Bloedel
Paul ®, Luedtke
St. Stephen's Bv. Lutheran Church Rev, James W, Tuedtke
Charles Miller
Dwight Tuedtke
3t. John's ILutheran Church Rev. M, L. Watterer
No lay delegates.
3ince there are nc lay delezates frem St. John's, that congregation will have two
vctes, both of which will be cast by their pastor, the Rev. M. L., Natterer. The
pastoral and lay delegates of the remaining ccngregations will all have one vote
each. Thus the total number of votes to be expocted at this cenvention are 14,

Final Report, Committee on Registration and Excuses

There were registered for this 30th annual convention:
A. Pastors - 6 including the professor
B. Iay Dele ates -11 including 3 alternates
C. Visitors - 52
D. Tctal registered - 82
Attendance at the Sunday service was 122,

Pastor J. ¥W. Luedtke, Chairman
John R. Dirkscn
Paul Iuedtke

* Notes bpames of the pastors wers nct presented in the *oxt of this report and are
added here by the sccretary.
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St. Stephens Church to host
30th annual Concordia Lutheran
conference June 26, 27, 28

THE WILMOT

THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 1981

WILMOT, ROBERTS COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA 57279

During these days of the
Wilmot Centennial another anni-
versarv is being observed in our
town. The 30th anniversary
convention of the Concordia
Lutheran Conference will be held
at St. Stephen’s Lutheran
Church from June 26-28. The
Rev. James W. Luedtke is host
pastor

The convention proper begins
with a divine service on Friday
morning at 936 o'clock with
President M. L. Natterer of
Lebanon, Oregon, preaching the
sermon. Pastor Luedtke will
serve as liturgist. Cenvention
sessions are open io the “!!h)!i’,
Visitors are welcome.

Pastors and lay delegates from
the midwest snd far west wilj
assemble for their business
sessions under the convention
motte:  “Lord, Increase Qur
Faith!” {Luke 17:5)

Inthe Sunday morning service
at 19 o'clock the speaker wili be
the Bev. Paul K. Bloedel of
Seatlis, Wach., the first pastor of
v's from 1951-1855, In
iee Holy Communion
twhrated with Pastor

e
! be o
uedike

www.concordialutheranconf.com

The convention essay will be
given by the Rev. H. David
Mensing of Tinley Park, [linois,
on the topic: “A Popular History
of the Concordia Luthersn
Conference.”

Prior to the convention the
pastoral conference will meet on
Wednesday, June 24. A meeting
of the board of directors will be
held on Thursday, June 25.

Delegates and their families
will be housed in the homes of
members, and the ladies of the
congregation will serve all meals,
ini the basement of the church.

The Concordia Lutheran
Conference was organized in
1951, At present it consists of 5
congregations, has 6 ordained
pastors, and numberss 344

baptized members, It also
maintains a theological seminary
al Peace Ev. Lutheran Church in
Tirley Park, IHlinois. The
Conference is dedicated to the
fsithful preaching, teaching, and
spreading of God's pure Word
and to the defense of Biblical
truth over against all false
teaching,
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Report of the =ditorial Committee

Dear Brethren in
By the grace of God your Editcrial Commitiee has produced and published six bi-
monthly issues of the Concordie Iutheran since our lest convention. We have endeav-
ored to provide a balance of Christ-centered articles which were both infcrmative

and edifying for all our readers. In the las* threc issues of 1980 we completed our
observance of the anniversaries of the Augsburg Confession and of the Bock of Concord
with special material on lMelanchthon, authcr of the Augsburg Confession, Andreae, and
selneccer, co-authors of the Formula of Concord. lie have also included some local
news from our congregations which was of special interest to all. Whether the sub-
Jject was doctrinal or practical, our one aim was to show that God's Vord is the only
sure Guide for our Christian faith and life. While some of our issues did not always
appear exactly on time, we ask our readers to bear with us in the matter of unexpecic
and unavoidable delays, Despite this, we are grateful to Pastor Blcedel and the
Publishing House staff for their fine cooperation throughout the past year. Together
we shall strive to improve on the time schedule of cur periodical,

During the past year our pastors were again most cooperative in writing the material
solicited frem them by the Zditorial staff. Thelr response was most gratifying,

and the inspirational articles which they submitted contributed much to the joy cf
compiling each issue. We express our heartfelt thanks for their assistance, For
any shortcomings in our periodical we ask the pardon of our Iord and praise His holy
name for His guidence and blessing in the past year.

There is nothing official to report at this time on the writirg or production of
tracts. Your Committee did not have opportunity to meet or to comsult on the matter,
but we will endeavor to do so at the carliest pcssible date. Meanwhile, we are ser-
iously considering putting this year's essay into tract form because of its histori-
cal nature and informative and edifying content.

With regard to the revision of Sunday School materials, for which your Editor was tc
be assisted by Candidate David T. Mensing and Pastor Randall Styx, we can report that
during April of this ycar materials were prepared, checked, approved, and sent to the
printer for publication. These included a completicn of review lessons for leaflete
now in use, namely, Series I:A, Quarterly Review, Number 3 (with a change in the
plcture for the story of the Wise and Foolish Virgins) and Series II:A, Quarterly
Review, Humbers 1-4, This Committec is working at present on the Primary revision of
stories in the Sunday Schocl serles and will submit the result of their labers as
soon as thesc materials are approved,

Brethren, in these times of materialism and liberalism, what a wonderful gem we have,
by God's grace; in our Conference periodical as it proclaims Christ and His pure
Word to cne and all! Ve encourage every family in ocur Conference to subscribe and
to read and study it for edification and Christian growth. Iet us also use it to
promote mission work wherever we have oppeortunity! Ged grant that our Concordia
Lutheran may continue to shine as a beacon in this dark world of sin and errcr,
pointing men to Christ, the only lay to salvation and thc Head of the Church, and
helping to spread His truth far and wide!

Respectfully submitted,

C. V. Schaefer, Editor
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Report of the Publishing House Board cf Control

Dear Brethren,

Fothing worthy of special note was accomplished by ycur Publishing House during the
rasl fiscal wear. The routine cperaticn of our printing egquipment for Yhe bi-mordniy
isgues of the Concordia Tntheran, the quarterly Sunday School meterialis, Scuferonce

stationely, and your arenda for this conventlon met 1ast year's prlnting needs. vas
lous equipment repairs were necessary and new linotype metal was procured.

Juring the next year we are anticipating, in order of priority, the printing of the
Seminary Catalog, some initial materials on a revised exposition of Imther's Small
Catechism, new Sunday School review sheets and revised lessons, and & popular history
of our Ccenference, together with our regular Conference printing obligaticns.,

May the Iord continue tc bless our woxk in the area of the printed Word to the gloxy
cf His holy name.

Respectfully submitted,

Tiev., Paul R. Blcedel, chairman

(in consultation with the other past toral

Ao COLSUL Va0l Wit s vlaas

menber of the Publishing House Boafd cf
Control)

Report of the Committee on Theological Education

Dear Brethren,

It is the sad duty of this committee to bring to the attsntion of our Cenference in
convention assembled the disheartening report that cur beloved seminary is facing a
definite crisis., Durinz the past year only one hour per week was taught by each of
our professors ruspectively and the coming year promises no students at all and
consequently no classes.,

Should we, at this time, discontinuc the services offered by our seminary? Should w.
completely abandon the Seminary Plan as inauguarated in 1968-69 and dissolve the in-
gtitution as it has been carefully set up at Tinley Park and rccognized by the State
of Illinois? If this is done, is the seminary likely to be re-established when
needed? These are indeed legitimate questions which must be addressed and answered

&t this convention.,

To help lead our Conference in various options designed to keep the goed services of
our siminary available to any prospective student and at the same time to provide for

PR

good stewardship in the use of Ceonference funds, your committee offers the following
suggestionss

1, DPlace both professors on a sabbatical for work on a specific Conference projecr
or projects--thus keeping the seminary intact at its present location under
its present administration and with the ready availability of our seasoned
faculty.

2. One project could be the completion of the first draft of the authorized re-
vision of the Exposition of Iuther's Small Catechism for submission to the
pastors of our Conference four weeks prior to the 1982 plenary Pastoral Confer-
ence so that discussion of this initial draft might be placed on the Pastoral
Conference agenda,

3. Another project could be to authorize Professor Schaefer, during the next thre-
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months, to visit at Conference expensc for travel every one ¢f the pastors of
the FLC in order to make their acquaintance on a personal basis and fer a

a1 444
I‘Q""SOIT"7 interview relative to their deoctrinal and confessional positions

thus to pave the way for a cordial and frultful mesting with this group as
soon as poseible., This is in no way to overlap or infringe upon the woxk ot

the Committec on Iutheran Union. -
4, Another project could be to have our D—rnfcqan/vrnﬂﬂent assigned

pJ
»
=
ot
o3
'
=
s)
3
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ary at large by the Mission Committee c¢f our Conference, perhaps also authov
ized to make a thorough canvass of certzin designated areas.

5. A project for sabbatical work for our Associate Professor could be that he be
authorized to initiate official archives for ocur Cenference and, keeping in
mind the same one-to-five ratio of their united werk-load according to our
Seminary Plan, to assist the Professor/President in the revision of the cat-
echism,

6. S5till another project could be the writing of Seminary textbcoks where these
are needed, for example, in tho courses on Propaedeutics, Old and New Testamer.
listory, and in the area of comparative doctrine between the various Lutheran
denominations, Also the compiling of an index of varicus religious subjects
with special reference to cur seminary library useful for study and research.

It is our recommendation that the delegates of our Conference be siven the opportun-
ity to express themselves on cach of these questions and suggestions with a view to-
ward turning the consensus of thelr opinions over bthe Resoluticns Cecmmittee for
formulation and re-consideration.

It is also cur recommendation that our Cenference in convention assembled go on record
to urge our congregations not to lessen their contributions for seminary support but
to supply sufficient funds to our Conferecnce treasury to insure the adequate suppert
of our professors and to continue to have cur beloved seminary abailable to put its
services into operation as soon as the Lord provides us with 2 qualified student cr
students who earnestly desire to become candidates for the reverend ministry in our
nidst.

May the Lord of the Church bless our deliberaticns at this time on these important
natters in the interest of our seminary and in the furtherance of His Kingdem hcre on
eaxrth,

"And since the cause and glory, Loxd,

Are Thine, not ours, to us afford

Thy help and strength and constancy.

With all our heart we trust in Thee." (L¥ 202:7)

Respectfully submitted,

Rev., Paul R. Rloedel, chairman
(in consultation with the other pastoral
member of the CTE)

Report of the Jeminary President

Dear Brethren in the Lord:

"Not unto us, 0 Loxd,; not unto us, but unte Thy name give gloxry, for Thy mercy, and
for Thy truth's sake!" (Ps. 115:1) Tn these words of the beloved psalmist we, the
faculty and student of our Seminary, ask you delegates and all the members of our
Conference to Jjoin us in declaring our gratutude to God for His many blessings upon
the work of our Seminary during its twelfth ,year of operation. Once again our heav-
enly Father has been good and faithful toward us, and where out of sinfu’ weakaess s
have failed, we ask Him tc pardon us, for Jesus' sake, and beseech Him to grant us
direction, strength, and blessing also for the coming year.

- 31 -

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1981 Convention Proceedings

The twel
consisted of one part-time stuwlent,
Because of his necessary secular work and
held only one day a week, nanely,
nordingly, accelaration of covises wus not
inary standards were meintained acecoidins

gpecial fomil;r

-

theair

During the first semest=zr Profcesor ¥o.
the student was glwen a fa*rly brict vﬂv"’f [o%s
rew. Following this, advanced work in this
rleted in the first semesior tecause o1
control. Work in this course would continuec iz

was

Buring the first semester your President
the study of the Formula of Con~crd,
Person of Christ,
tions and Sects. Vith this
our Imtheran Confessions in the Book of Concord of 1550,
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During the past school year we again receivesl some letters
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the first senmaster officially clesel.

the second semester Prefessox
covering
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Perseverance,
Final examinaticns were given on June 2 and 5, 1981, and con i

advanced work in tnhis
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the Means of Grace.
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Wwe are grate-
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from outside of our Cenzerence from lcncord IFree
G, Mucller, pastor.
congregation has for some yerxs shown .ntrregi in cur verk
~oly acknowledged by your Presideat,

This 1ndependenb

2md determined to support

of inquiry about cur Sem-
Terry Falkenberg of Temple,
wnz concerned about the cur-

ovn pastcr shared his views.

Your President, by letter and by phone, gave num 2ll the necessary information about
our institution, including its pelicy, nrogram, and requirements for those outsicde of
our fellowshi; To date there has been no xeply from hirn. Tho sccond letter came
from Mr. Peter *ckblaé, a student in philcsophy and psychology at the University ni
Wisconsin in Madiscn, Asking for informaticn ahout our Seminary, he steted that ho
is zreatly interested in the study of theclo~y and possibly the pastoral minis try
and is surveying many scminaries and 4Aivinity schools. Again, a letter was sent
him with 21l the necessary informaticn, but no respense was forthcoming. A third
letter of inquiry came from Mr. Richard Hamilton ~f Kansas City, Hissouri, who gavo
no further infcrmation about hinself, but merely requested a catalogue with pertiner?

e~
(18]

xplanations, Your President sent him also a dotailed letter, hut to date he hes
2ot replied, WNevertheless, these contacis do show that our Conference and cur Semin-
evy continue to becoms known tc others outside of our fcllowship.

Vith resarc to the new Seminary Catalcs I am happy o remort that a drafi this
revisicn i1s ready and will be subaitted te the Coamittec on Theolegical Bducaticn as
zoon as possible for its anproeval and eventual priuting, “hen it is available, ows
coagregations will be infornm

‘

Tith prefound thanks we acknoviedge the loving service cf g
sreapist for our Cha“hl »

2 £ r chapel devetions cvery muQSuay merning
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=d avout Ged's Worcd tc be inspired and strengthened for their tasks,

And now a look ahead to the thirteenth year of cur Seminary werk! Cur student, Mr.
Gerald Luedtke, has informed the faculty that becausc of his special circumstences
and probvlems affecting his home, his thrce chilldren, and his secular work-areas are i
prime concern tc him, he feels compelled i delay the rssumpticn cof his studies from
this coming fall to the spring of 1982 if possible. It still renains his desire to
pursue the training for the Christian minisurr, bul personal matters in his 1life and
thelr proper resoluticn demand all his time for the present. The faculty under-
stands his special situation and has been (uiding him with God's Vord. Ve pray that
God would sustain him and direct everything in his life and that of his family to a
favcrable end. Hay the Iord of the Churcih make it possible for him to resume his
ninisterial studies next spring!

Since there will be no fall classes this year, the Faculty will busy itself with such
natters as pertain to the Seminary directly as well as with projects which the Con-
ference has directed your professcrs to carry out, such as the revision of the expc-

siticn of the Small Catcchism. 7ith this the Faculty will be well occupied during
the coming year together, of course, with church duties for which each professor is
responsible (cn the stipulated 1-to-5 basis, as feasible. --Praesidium)

In this report I should alse like to say a word about cur Candidate, Mr. David T
Mensing, It is over & year since he graduated frem cur Seninaxy, and while Peac
Ev. Iutheran Church in Tinley Park makes use of his services occasicnally as litur-
gist or in the pul-oit, all cur Conference members should keep in mind that he is
available so that his talents misht be used through a regular call intc the ministzy
as socn as cprortunity for such service presents itself. God guide us all in meking
good use of our graduates in the werk of His kingdem to His gleory and the welfare cf
immortal soulsi

o
I=)
=]

As we bring this report <o a cleose, we regret to say that we have NC definite pros-
pective students at this time. ¥e want more students; we need more students. be-
cause cur pastors arc growing older and the nessibility of death orincapacitating
illness is ever present. This is a sericus matter which requires the prayerful con-
sideration of every congrapation in our Cenference nnd its members, earnestly be-
seeching God to "send forth laborers into His harvest." (Matt. 9:38) It requires
further that we all set cut on a vigourous recruiting venture to enccurage young men
to prepare for the Christian ministry in cur midst. And it alsc requires that we
continue to support our pastoral training program with genercus gifts as the Lord hes
blessed us so that His Vord may reign in iruth and purity amonz us and among gener-
ations to comef! May this bc the carnest resclve of every one of us: I am going to
pray, encourage, and give so that our Seminary keeps functioning to God's glory and
to the welfare of the Church of today and tomorryow!

On Dbehalf of the faculty and student I sincerely thank all the members cf our Confer-
ence for thelr prayers, encouragcment, and gifts in the past as well as Peace Congie-
gatlon for the continued use of its facilities. God tless you richly for your inter -
/St and suppert and enable you to continue teo pray and work and give fcr this impex!
ant and vital cause in cur midst sc that, «s the Preface cf the Becok cf (oncord
states, "the purs doctrine and the profession of our faith may, by the help of the
Foly Ghost, be prescrved and propagated also tc our posterity until the gloricus
advent of Jesus Christ, our conly Redcemer and Savier!™

Respectfully submitted,

0. ¥, Schaefer, President

‘
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Feport of the Committee on Missions

Again, as in past years, your chairman can say that the work of the Committee cn
Missions was not especially busy with any well-defined, crganized missicn outreach
program. Financial consideraticns agein played a sericus part in this problem. Al-
though a comparison of statistics cn giving ameng varicus Lutheran church bodies re-
veals that our Conference members arc rich givers percentage-wise in relatlon tc
others, our limitations sericusly hinder cur werk together in the area of missions.

However, all praise to the Iord, the willing contributicns cf our pecple have helped
us sustain the work to which we are presently committod, in spite of increasing
economic difficulties., For this grace of giving we humbly beseech our Lord Josus
Christ that He would centinue to open cur hearts cver wider to imitate the high ex-
ample of the early Macedonian believers, "How that in a great trial of affliction
the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their
literality." "Fcr ye know the grace of our lord Jesus Christ, that though He was
rich yet for your sakes He became pocr, that ye through His poverty might be rich."
(2 Cor. 9:2,9)

In this connecticn your ccmmittce chairman, on behalf of cur mission congregation,
Trinity Iutheren Church, Coos Bay, Oregon, the Rev. Randall D, Styx, paster, would
like onee again to lay before you the financial needs of these brethren. They have
made it knewn, through the proper channels, their request for continuing subsidy for
this coming year. The amount cf this request is identical with last yeaxr's, a sum of
£5,184, It is the recommendation of your chairman that this subsidy be cranted cnce
again this convention,

In Pastor Styx's midyear report to the Mission Committee he stated, "The voters,
also, especially asked me to include in this report their heartfelt thanks to your
committes and to the ccngregations of the Conference for their contributions to the
Mission Fund and to our work," Their spirit of gratitude and lcve for the Lerd's
work is truly an incentive for us gladly to supply their need in the Lord.

A further request made by Trinity congregation to me will require some discussicn

and serious consideration on the part of the delesates and cur Conference brethren.
Due to circumstances, which Pastor Styx will help explain following this report, the
congregation has come to the conclusion that in its present situation its mission out-
reach has been greatly hindered due to & lack of a conventicnal place of worshir.
After having alsc considercd the econcmic situation, the congrecation has alsc found
that to take out a loan lccally is out of the questicn for them. Therefore Trinity
has laid before me to present tc ycu at this conventicn the need for a loan from the

Cenference Mission Fund in the amount of up to $25,000 toward the erecticn of a
church-building.

The question of the feasibility of this, all things considered, is what will have to
be thorcughly discussed in its many ramifications fcllowing this report., To aid in
the discussion, your committee chairman would strongly suggest that all questions and
discussicn cf the subject be postpcned until after hearing the situation in Cocs Bay
from Pastor Styx, and after having heaxrd from cur Conference treasurer further how
such a loan would affect the financial workings of ouxr Conference., After this infer-
mation 1s presented gour committee chairman would recommend that 1% the whole ma?ter
be discussed in an open, honest, and brotherly way; and that 2) following such dis-
cussion, a referendum be drafted by the resolutions committee and approved by the cen
vention, designed to lay the wheole matter before our Conference congreggticons fcr a

final decision,

Your chairman would also like to report briefly of two contacts with infividuals in-
quiring about our Conference., The first was from a man named Martin Hermen of

Tucson, Arizona, He had contacted our President Natterer in June of last year. Pres-
ident Natterer relayed the informetion to me and enccuraged me to contact Mr. Herman.
This led to a phone conversation on July 20, 1980 in which I had opportunity to dis-
cuss with Mr. Herman several matters of ccncern to him. Since he was a member of a
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local congregation, I directed him tc his own pastor as the first step in endeavoring
to help him settle his ccncerns, To date, nc fuxrther develepment has heen fortheomrn .

The second contact was evidently throush tie “._unouncement tc Independent Lutheran
Congregations" which has been »rinted this nast year regcularily in cur Concordia
Intheran. Prof. William Houser c¢f Fert Voyme, Irdiana, professcr there at Concordia
Theclogical Seminary, called me the lattey part of IMay to inquire about our Cenfar-
ence, I was not home at the time but when I heard of his call I wrote to him as he
had requested, gziving him as much informaticn as I could and directing him to our
Seminary for further information., Althousgh I have not heard fxrom him since, cur
seminary president will give further account of Prof. Houser's inquiry in his repors
of the Committee on ILutheran Union.

Brethren, the werk of missions is one cf the fundemental reasons for the Church's
existence on earth., Although we are limited to what we can do crganizationally and
cofficially, let us never forget that mission work is a personal responsibility en-
trusted to each one of us,

The comments in a past issue of Affirm are worthy of our consideration in this
cennection. "We can print a million tracts on witnessing, and preach thousands cf
sermcns exhorting us to carry out this work of the Lord, but ncthing will happen un-
til one of us sits down with a neighbor and shares that Gespel message of God's love
We can...even devise a program which is accompanied by a filmstrip and a four-coler

brochure, but not one dollar will be raised to support cur mission program until the
Tord touches our heart and the resulting lcve pulls our billbold from our pocket or
purse. WHe can publish tons of Bible study material, and it will remain useless paper
and ink until we take the time to gatber around the Word and let it speak to our

hearts." (Oct. 13, 1977, page 1.

May the Lord sc mcve our hearts with a lcve for souls that what we do reflects
what is in our heart, and what is in our heart shows by what we do. GCod grant it,
for Jesus' sake., Amen.

Respecifully submitted,

nev. James W. Luedtke, chairman
Committee on Missions

Report of the Committee on ILutherar Union

Dear Brethren in the Lord:

This report is an account cf the activity which engaged your Committee since we 12;.
net in convention, We praise God for His continued zuidance and blessing and besewc!
Him, for Jesus' sake, to grant us pardon for all our failings and shortcomings.

At last year's convention we reported that the Church c¢f the Iutheran Confession hat
officially declined our invitation to meet with this church body because there was
1little hope of any fruitful results from such a meeting, since our orijinal sessions
with this group in 1968 had resulted in no agreement on the doctrine cf Church and
ilinistry. So the CeCL hed closed the matter. WNow in the October, 1980, issue of ira
Tutheran Spogesman, their official periocdical, an article appeared concerning the
difference between our twe church bedies on Church and Ministry. It was very object-
ive and gave an accurate presentation. It also referred to Pastor Bloedel's articl~
in the May-June, 1980, issue of the Concordia Iutheran on this subject and stated
that the 1980 convention of the Church of the Lutheran Confession resolved thst its
President together with the Beard of Doctrine will prepare a critique of this articie
and print it in its Journal of Theclogy. This critical analysis has now appeared in
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the June, 1981, issue of the periodical., Since it reached us only a little over &
week ago, your Committee has not been able to examine it thoroughly, butwwe herewlith
refer it to the newly-elected Committee for further study and review.

You will also recall that last year's convention directed your Committee to resume
its study of developments in the Tutheran Churches of the Reformation and determine
the feasibility of further negctiations with this church body. Because of internal
problems and some defections as well as other matters affecting the L.C.R. difficult
to determine and judge, ycur Committee had temperarily halted meetings with this
zroup in February, 1979. Since then, we hoped to obtein more sufficient and official
information on developments within the L,C.R. However, we have received ncne and
therefore did not consider the resumption of meetings as warranted at this time. Thus
negotiations have remained at a standstill., 4 recommendation on this matter will be
given toward the end of this report.

Last year's convention alsc directed your Committee to resume contect with the Fellow
ship of Lutheran Congregations (FIC) the ;roup which left the L.C,R. because it
claimed a change in the latter's doctrinal positicn. In Junc of last year the F.L.C,
had declined our invitation because we had not completed our negotiations with the
L.C.R, and because it could not enter intc discussions with other bodies unless in-
structed to do so by its convention, which nad alrealy met.

Accordingly, your chairman sent another invitation on Anril 22, 1981, to the Presidei.

of the F,L.C,, Pastor R, J. Lietz of O2k Park, Illin01s, with thc request that it be

placed on the agenda of their convention the following week. On May 7, 1981, Presi-
dent Iietz replied to our letter and stated that since our Conference is still detsr-
mining whether to continue to meet with the L.C.R.,, and since our Confecrence has
taken the postition that a "study of Matt. 18:17 in the original Greek will show thav
a face-to-face confrontation before the step of excommunication is taken is not abso-
lutely required by these words of the lord," the convention of the ¥,L,C, resolved
"“that we decline, for the above reasons, the invitation of the Committee cn Imtheran
Union of the C,L.C, to meet with us,” and '"that we request the Concordia Lutheran
Conference to inform us of the resulte of their meetings with the L.C.R when such aru
completed and give us the basis for their conclusion on Matt. 18:17." A recommenda-
tion concerning this reply will be forthcoming at tihe close of this report. Tt
should be clear to cne and all that while our Committce on behalf of the Conference
is actively trying to work toward a Godpleasing unicon on the basis of God's Vord,
other groups, by their answers and actions, serve only to frustrate our efferts and
make negotiations impossible. ¥We deplore this greatly but continue to pray for God's:
;uldance also in this vital work cf the Chuxch.

It will also be remembered that at last year's convention discussion centered on con-
tacting conservative, independent Lutheran consrsgations, this to be the chief respon
sibility of the Committee on Missions, witha pessible overlap into the functions of
the Committee on Lutheran Union. By J_CSOJ.LI‘tiOD of the 1980 convention an announce-
ment was placed in each issue of the Concordia Iumtheran inviting such congregations
as desire information concerning cur Confcrence and its doctrinal position to call om
write the chairmen of our Missions Commitiee, also giving a resume of their current
situation. VWhether there hags bheen any response to this notice will be mentioned by

Pastor Iuedtke in his Mission Report.

speaking of contacts from outside our Conference, there were two which should be mer -
tioned in this report. Ilast February President latterer forwarded to your chairmar -
letter of inquiry about our Conference from Mr. Ray Schumacher, a senior studsat at
the Seminary of the 'isconsin Sunod in Meguon, WI. Nr. Schumacher learned aboutl ouv~
church body from his room-mate, lark Cordes, son of FRev. Alvin Cordes, formerly with
our Conference, and desired information about our group in order towrite a church hi -
tory term paper. Ue were happy to comply with his request, and not only your chuir-
man, but also some of our pastors supplied VYarious materials to him for his writing
project. We suggested that he submit a copy te us when finished for ocur perusal to
insvre its accuracy and factualness., In early April we received this cory; it was 2:

- ’2(') -

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1981 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

rages long. Both professors cf our Seminarxy read and examined it most carefully, and
while we found it to be well written and in reneral objective, we did submit to Mz,
Schumacher our comments, suggesticns, and such chanres in his paper which we belleved
would make it clearer and mere factusl., Ong can only hope that others cutside cf onv
Conference will read this paper and lecn infcrmaticn that is historically correct
abcut our church body. Ny sincerc thanks %o cur pastezs for their excellent assist-
ance in this mattor.

The seccnd contact came by means cf a televione call cn May 29th to both professcrs
from Prof, William Hcuser ¢f the Misscuri Synod Seminary at Fi. Uayne, Indilana. FHe
had become acquainted with cur Conference thrcuih cur Conccrdia Iutheran in their
Seminary library and desired further inferrmatiocn about us, including whatever materi
als might be available for his study. Ve were happy to talk with him and sent him 2
copy of our 1980 Proceedings and a copy of "The Truth iAbout Tinley Park" together with
copies of our Conference Censtitution and Seminary Catalog., We alsc promised tc send
him a ccpy of this year's Proceedings, which will ccntain the Pupular History of ounr
Conference, prepared as an essay by Pasbtor Mensinz. In bis conversation with us Proi.
Houser admitted that he personally regards our Conference as conservative and crthe-
dox, and we encouraged him to speak this way cpenly as firm testimony on cur behalf.
Only the Lord knows hcew He will bless this contact with our church bedy.

Now we offer the follewing reccmmendations:
1) that during the coming year the newly-elected Committee on Lutheran Un

io
make a definite decisicon on the contimuaticn of nerctiations with the L
i

LS R B W A 5 SRS il iy Vi J.Aot VLG VLA
and inform its Commission on Dcectrine and Practice of the reasons for
decisicn.,

2) that thc newly-elected Committee on Iutheran Union reply as scon as possible
to the May 7, 1961, letter of the chairman of the F,L.C., which declined our
invitation to meet with them, and give a complete and Scriptural answer to
the requests made in their ccnventicn resoclutioen.

¥ith this we bring cur report te a close. Dear Brethren, may the Lcrd of the Church
help us tc continue to manifest the wonderful attitude of Iuther, whe said,

"I shall dc¢ and suffer as much as I pcssibly can to achieve 2 true, sound permanent
unity!®

Fespestfully submitted,

g

. 0, V., Schacfer, chairman
. Randall D. 3tyx

£, H. David Mensing

Cu ndidate Devid T. Mensing

Qv
C'V
o
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CONCORDIA TUTHERAN CONFERLNCE

Financial Report for Fiscal 1980 - 81 ¢ —
RECEIPTS CENERALL SEMINARY MISSTO:
St. Jchn's - Letanon 600,00 3000,00 L2, 50
St. Iuke's - Seattle 216,00 1184.00 120,00
Peace ~ Tinley Park 1080.02 525,00 300G, 00
St. Stephen's - Wilmot 360.00 3720.00 1200,00
FABEEL nERR8n Y« 196:89 5450 2648.39
1980 Cenvention Collection 91.95
Seminary Loan Payment 200.00
Concord Free Iuth Ch, - OChio** 12,00
Stock Payment 15.75
Joint Refcrmation Festival (West Coast) 82.0C
TOTAL $2,855.92 514,191,25 $7,1:92.89
EXPENDITUR@§GENERAL FUSD~- BUDGETED Yr. TC DATE UNEXPENDED
Oper. Sbtsy. Scrip. Pub. 1200.00 1200.00 —-=
Telephone 150.00 203,22 - 53,22
Travel 600,00 531,00 69,00
Conventicn 300.00 235.77 64 .23
Tuition Metching Frogram 100.00 22.00 78.00
Miscellaneous 300,00 329.20 - 29.20
TOTAL $2,650.00 $2,521.19 $128.81
~-SEMINARY FUND--
Prcfessor's Salary 7272.00 7272.00 ———
Housing Allowance 4092,00 4092.00 ———
Assoc, Prof. Salary 2368.00 2388.00 ——
Facilities 100.00 100.00 -———
Iibrary 12.00 28,87 - 16,87
Stock 69,00 88.90 ~ 19.90
Periodicals 75.00 85.50 - 10.50
Miscellancous 20,00 23€.80 -216.80
TOTAL $1%,028.00 ¢14,292.07 =G 26407
Ioan from General Fund-status: Payments: $200.00 Balance Due: $1,200 €0

--MISSION FUND~-
Mission 3ubsidy - Trinity, Coos Bay

5184,00 5184,00 ———

SUMMARY OF FUNDS  PRGVIOUU BAL&NCE  RGCBIPTS BXPENSES CURRLNT BALANCE NET CHANG
General 2899,09 2855,92 2521,19 323%,82 + 33,
Seminary 171.49 14191,25 14292,07 70.67 -.106,3°
Mission 25924 ,62 492,89 51E4,00 28233, 51 + 2308.57
Litrary 1361.26 124,00 -—- 1485,26 + 126,00
Building 7218.76 758,17% --- 7976.93 + 758,17
Retirement 75L6 .46 739, A2 —-— 8286.08 + 739.62
Travel 95.31 5.50% —— 100.81 + 5,50
Tuition 2037.73 283, 63%x% ——— 2321.36 + 283.63
TOTAL & 254,72 526,050,908  $21,097,26 451,708,484 + 4 453,70

* TInterest Income - Total Intercst this yoar: &4,631.78

*¥ An indepcndent ILutheran congregetion interested in our Conference.

*#%*% This consists of:

$185,63 Interest,

$76.00 Tuitior Payment,

Respectfully submitted,

Jeffery ¥, Styx,

$22,00 Tuition Metching Payment and

Treasurer - Concordia Jutheran Conference
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Report of the Finance Committee Concerning the Past Fiscal Year

»

Dear Brethren in Christ:

Praise to the Loxrd for His coatinued blessing tc cur Conference's ccntinued financ..
solvency:; noting especially that *his year cur funds have exceeded $50,000.00 as well
as a $4,500.00 increase in the past year.

Throughout the past year one savings certificate w@s closed cut and two others were
opened; those being a Super T certificate and a 2% year certificate. Presently there
are a total of eight accounts; one checking, three passbooks earning 5~ﬁ, three Supar
T money market certificates earning anywhere from 7% to 14% and one d year money mdo-
ket certificate earning 12%. Interest rates this year were a bit 1ower than the pre-
vious one yet we still gained approximately $4,600.00 in interest earnings.

This year once again our west coast congregations had a joint Reformation Festival
of which our conference Missicn Fund has received $82.00.

Concord Free Lutheran Church in Westlake, Ohic has once again shown their continued
interest in our conference and have given 312,00 to ocur Seminary.

Requests for pledges to the Conference for the coming year were sent to the congre-
gations in late March. Responses to these IGQULStS were very slow this year so your
committee was nct able to submit a proposed budget to be included in the prospec+"<=
the last response not being received until just days before the conventicn making the
committee's work on the budget difficult.

been o positive onc for therc has been an increase

in all funds over the year (not countins the Seminary loan payment)., We have held
fairly closely to our budget with the exception of the telephone where there were a
few excessively large bills from the midwest and T would remind all of the need to
keep calls short and to the point.

[0}
[0}
]

May we continue then to carzy on in cur efforts and support of our conference for
there should be no guestion of our Lord's protecting hand over us, May He continue
to bless us, strengthen and guide us tc do the work which He has entrusted to us ai..

Respectfully submitted,

The Finance Committee:
Jeffery W. Styx, Chairman
Loren Dirksen
Dale Ellis
Kent Frexichs

Report of the Finance Committee
Concerning the Proposed Budgct for Fiscal Year 1981 -~ 1962
Dear Brethren in Christs
The past year has seen hardening economic times on at least one especially, if not
all of cur congregations; one of which is for the most part unemployed. These thinss

would of course be reflected in the pledges to the conference.

The pledges to the conference this year are as follows (per month):

‘
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General Seminary Mission
S5t. John's 50.00 250,00 40.00 (+10.00)
St. Luke's 18.00 72,00 10.00
Peace 90,00 160,00 é—15.00g 235,00 (~15.00)
St. Stephen'’s 30.00 350,00 (+40.00 100,00
Trinity 10,00 40,00 (-22.00)

In light of the conomic conditions and in spite of some decrecases in pledges there
also have been some increases to offset that change which leaves the General fund
pledges unchanged, the Seminary fund slightly up with one $40.00 increase as well as
two decreased pledges of $15.00 and $22,00 leaving a net gain of $3.00 per month and
in the Mission fund a slipht decrease noting a 15.00 decreased pledge and a $10,00
increase thus a net loss of $5.00 per month.

Your Finance Committee was very happy to see these increases in both the Seminary and
Mission funds for without them and with the other decreases would mean very definite
cuts in the budget, any of which would have been most difficult to make.

Because there have heen no new requests for increased funds and with the pledges ap-
proximately the same as last year, as an initial proposal your Finance Committee
would propose that the coming year's budget be identical to the past fiscal year
which is as follows:

Genral Fund Seminary Fund Mission Fund
Scriptural Publications Professor's Salary 7272,00 Trinity Subsidy
Operational Subsidy 1200.00 Housing Allowance 4L092,00 5184,00
Telephone 150.00 Associate Professor 2388,00
Travel 600,00 Facilities 100,00
Convention 300.00 Library 12,00
Tuition Matching Program 100,00 Stock 69,00
Miscellaneous 300.00 Periodicals 75,00
Miscellaneous 20.00

This proposal should keep us solvent in the coming fiscal year.

Looking ahead now we might focus our attention on the Missionary needs of the future,
Please recall in the last fiscal year's report concerning the past fiscal year

(1979 - 1980) a special note concerning our interest earnings. It was pointed out
that these Mission funds can very well be invested where the interest would not be a
monetary one but rather a spiritual and therefore a far more valuable gain. Special
consideration should be given to the Mission Committee and the requests made through
them. We could have a most valuable investment with careful considerations. Serious
considerations should be given to these mission endeavors and your Fincance Committee
requests you so to do, under the Lord's guidance.

Respectfully submitted,

The Finance Committee
Jeffery ¥W. Styx, Chairman
Loxen Dirksen
Dale Ellis
Kent Frerichs

Concordia Lutheran Conference Auditors' Report

Having been selected as auditors by Peace congregation, and after having observed the
records of the fonference Treasurer, we, the ,undersigned, find them, tc the best of
our knowledge, to be correct, accurate, and well maintained. Respectfully submitted,
H. Daniel Mensing and Cerald M. Imedtke, June 23, 1981
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SCRIPTURAL PUBLICATIONS
(Concordia Lutheran Confernece) -
Financial Report

€/1/50 - 5/31/61

Cash Balance, June 1, 1980 5 20,81
Add Cash Receints:
Sunday School Lessons % 374,40
bpecial Printing 105,00
Concordia Iutheran Subscriptions 267 .50
Conference Subsidy 1200.00
Bocks and Tracts 68,42
TOTAL RECEIPTS 2015.32
Total Cash Available $2036.13
Less Disbursementss
Gas and Electricity 62.6¢
Rent (P. F. Iuedtke Building) 650.00
Material and Labor Costss
Sunday Schcol Lesscns 28.81
Concordia Tutheran 9€2.71
Other Conference Printing 12,64
Mailing Costs:

Sunday Schoel Lessons -
Concordia Iutheran 141,00

Equipment and Supplies Purchased 33,00

Zquipment Repairs (Materials Only) 121.28

Property Tax 2,01 2036
_ TOTAL EXPENDITURES o 30'%,8
Cash Balance, May 31, 1981 N )
Fetty Cash $ 6.6
Fixed Assets 5033.,28*

* QOriginal Investment - not adjusted for Depreciation.

V. K. Blcedel, Business Managor

Report of the Cenventicn Auditirg Committee

We have examined the books of the Businees Manager of the Publishing Hovae,
Scriptural Publications, and have found them to be in good order. We commend
him for his very thorough and accurate records.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. 0, ¥, Schaefer, chairman
Loren Dirksen
Charles Miller

-1 -

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1981 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

1080-1081 otatistical Lepert

Concerdia Iutheran Conference
(£ /4 JOn rins Joa
\O/j4i/30 ~ D/ 0L/0L)

I. PAROCHIAL (of Member Concresatigns)

ST, ST, ST, TOTAL
Number of Congrepations PRACE 1UKE'S JOHE'S STEPHEN'S TRIFITY 5
Ordained Pastors (inclu-
ding one assistant pastor) 2 1 1 1 1 6
Baptized Members 99 42 87 85 22 335
Communicant Members 7 24 66 56 18 238
Voting Members 24 10 15 21 7 77
Children in the Sunday 18 10 20 21 2 71
Schools
Adults Regularly ittendin~ 28 11 22 25 16 102
the Bible Classes
Communicants Leceived (ew) 3 1 by 0 3 11
Severances 8 7 2 2 2 21
Infant Baptisms 2 2 g 2 pi 13
Acult Baptisms 0 0 1 0 0 1
Confirmations of Children 2 1 1 0 2 €
Confirmations of Adults i 0 2 0 0 3
Merriages 2 0 2 0 0 b
Burials 0 0 1 2 0 3
Sunday School Teachers Iy b 2 Ly 1 15
Superintendents 1 o] 0 0 0 1
Elected Church Officers 12 8 9 8 L b1
Organists 2 1 1 2 b 18
Choir Members 11 & 8 8 10 43
Congregations Cwnine Their 5%
Church Preperty o
Total Acreage 7.6 .67 36 1.25 2 10.1
Tetel Valuation of Real $627,700,L0
Estate (Bst.)

* Trinity Luthoran Church rents worship facilities
II. INSTITUTICIAL (Of cur Seminary)
Professcrs 2
Current Students

Graduates tc Date

0

Secretary's Hotec: The information
on this page was presented in two
pages At the Convention,)

Respectfully submitted,

i
David T. Mensinc, statistician
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Nemerial tc the 1981 Conveniion ef the Cencordia Lutheran Conference

Hecuse our Cenference declared
e bhook house frem which es=
s, the orthodoxy of which they

WHEZREAS: at the worthy suggesticn of our Publishin,.
itself in faver of estatlishing Jonferenn
nmecially cur membershin could -~urchase tock
could e assured; but

WHoREAS: 1t hes rsmained unfeasable to dete to extablish such a2 book house: and

JEBfuab s it appears that it shall be somc tine yet before it is fcasable to Go so;
and yet

WhoaknS: in the meantine all known existing sources of books centinue to sell an
undifferentiated mixturc of ortholox arnd hctcrodox tooks, among which tag
purely orthodox are a very small minority; and

WheREnSs our menbers therefore continue havin: to wonder re_arcin. the orthodoxy ol
books which they .re considerin: -urchasing; and

YHERSASs our members' consulting their resnective pastors afferds them the acvantae
of only one more individual's »norsonal knowled. e

LT T L, . O AT Y

ThitR=FCkr 3u IT HaSCLVLD:
Lardoa s TSed -
E VA LU0 < S S ) Lo

whick thcy know tc be orthodox (r ng@rly complite
should make avprovwriate commente; and

one who s;a;W be “hosen ot

shall mrepars and duplicate o complote list for distribution to the pastors
at tho next convention in suffici.nt gquantity that the oastors may elso
distribute a small numbor at their discrewnion; and

l.r, who, in turn,

Be IT FURTI-R RoSOLVeD: to aid the pastors in mréparing their indiviwual lists, that
the commiler this August send to cach pastor a blank form with tepical
headires (as, for example, "Deciriral®™, "Devoticnal™, "Polemical’, “Family
Counceling", “Children's Books™, c¢tc.) and

oy
=

IT FURTHAR BESOLVED: that in subscquent yoears this list be annually auesmentcd in
a systen whereby the pastors, as theoy read niw beoks and find =hem to be
orthedox, send a ncst card L;lstjn_ category, title, author, & national
scurce, and apnropriate connents, if any) to a compiler who shall be chos.n
or anmolinted annually by the Publishin; House Loard of Control, the Zoard
of Directors, or the Convention.

This MKemorisl is submittod by resolution of Trinity Luthoran Church *n its
rexular mectine of Sunday, iarch 8, 1981,

Lorcn Dirksen, Secrc tarJ
Rev, Banuall D, Styx, Fastor
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MINUTES i
OF THE 30th ANKUAL COKVENTION COF THE CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENC@
June 26 - 28, 1961

(Secretary's note: In these minutes I have underlined key words or phrases to aid in

ingo 3 3 P = ™ A et~
finding specific subjects. The asterisks (*) in the left margin mark pessed motlons,

actions, or decisions of the Convention other than routine reception of reports, etc)

The 30th Anniversary Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference opened at
9:30 a.m. on June 26, 1981, at St. Stephen's Evangelical Lutheran Church of VWilmot,
South Dakota, with a Divine Service in which President M,L. Natterer of Lebanon,
Orecon preached a sermon with the theme "lord, Increase Our Faith", based cn

Luke 17: 5 - 6, The local pastor, the Rev. James V. ILuedtke, served as liturgist.

The Conventlon proper was opened by President Natterer at 11:17 a.m. with a prayer
for a brief opening devotion.

The first matter of business was the appointing of convention committees presented
in the convention Prospectus, page 2, The appointments were:
Auditing Committee: Pastor Schaefer, Charles Miller, and Loren Dirksen
Committee on Registration and Excuses:
Pastor Luedtke, Paul Luedtke, and John Dirksen
Nominating and Elections Committee:
Pastor Bloedel, Dwight Luedtke, and Jonathan C. Schaefer
Resolutions Committee: Pastor Mensing, Stephen Bloedel, and H, Daniel Mensing

The initial report of the Committee on Registration and Excuses was glven by
committee member John Dirksen. (See page 27 of these Proceedings.) It was moved

and seconded to receive this report. The motion was carried.

The annual report of the President was given by Pastor Natterer. (See page 24 of
these Proceedings.) Vice-President Schaefer took the chair during this report.
The President reviewed some of the activities of the past year, including the
Praesidium's review and approval of the Missicn Committee's announcement to inde-
pendent Iutheran congregations for our Concordia Lutheran, various contacts made
between him and certain of other Iutheran organizations, and the request to our
congregations for displays for this Convention. It was moved and seconded to
adopt this report in the usual manner, subject to review. The motion was carried,
and Vice-President Schaefer appointed the following review ccmmittees

the Rev, James ¥, Luedtke, Mr. Stephen Bloedel, and Mr, John Dirksen,
President Netterer then resumed the chair,

There were no new members to be received by this Conventicn,
The Press Committee Report was then given by Vice-President Schaefer. He reported

that the committee had consulted together to prepare an article for inclusion in
the local Wilmot "Enterprise” and in the Watertown paper and had encouraged the
local pastor to submit it to said newspapers for publication, He noted that the
article had appeared exactly as requested. (See page 28 of these Froceedings.)
Pastor Luedtke noted that a copy of this article would be available for all to see.

The motion to receive this report was carried.

The morning business having been completed, the Convention recessed for the noon
meal,

The Friday afternoon sessions were opened with a devotion led by the Rev., James U,
Iuedtke, The assembled delegates and visitors sang Hymn 264. Pastor Iuedtke read
James 1: 2 -~ 25, and offered a prayer.

-4l -
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¥*

Pastor Mensinz was then ziven the floor to present the first porticn of the conven-
tion essay, "A Popular History of the Concordia Lutheran Conference". , Before be-
ginning the essay, Pastor lMensing noted that he had already received a numbexr cf
inquiries and requests for copies of this history, including one from the Ccncor:-
dia Histcrical Institute, of the Missouri Synod, which he read to the Convention
together with his reply. (This essay begins on p. 10 of these Procecdings.)

In the course cof the discussicn, comment was made concerning the meny primary
sources used in the preparation of this essay. It was mentioned that these mater-
ials; especially these cited in the text and biblicgraphy of the essay, cught to
be reprinted and/cr kept available for reference and proof of the facts outlined
2 mam ke
cL v

o~ - TE srnem omndd dlad Ll MNamwad L ~1t1A daTe~ 1Sy
858 LT Was Ssalda That thne boarca oI nouLd Tvasxc wls

19

Directors

matter under advisement.

Also discussed was the often unrealized fact that scme of these major organizations
which call themselves Iutheran are so in name only, and that this as well as the
great similarity in cfficial names of the various organizations lezds tc much
confusion for the indivicdual seeking a proper understanding of the history of
Lutheranism in America.

After the first portion of the essay was presented, President Natterer noted that
there had been an inadvertent cmission from the Agenda; namely, the matter of the
Statistical Report of the Conforence. There being nc objection, the Conference
statistician was asked to makc his report at this time. (See pace 42 of these
Proceedings.) Most discussed in connection with this report was the inlusion of
gains and losses by transfer under the headings cf members received and severancos.
It was moved and seconded. that the Conference statistician in subsequent reports
distinguish between gains and lcsses by transfer and those by cther circumstance.
The motion, after much amicable discussion, was carried, There was alsc some
question regarding listing lay superintendents of our Sunday Schools and not in-
cluding the pastors, whc, by virtuc of their office, arc also considecred teo be
such, It was mentioned that the requests for this informaticn refer cnly to lay
superintendents. Suggestions were heard to eliminate this item from the report ox
to clarify it by inserting the word "lay" before “"superintendent”. U¥o formal pro-
ceecure was prescribed. It was also moved and seconded that from now on the number
of c.r.m.'s be recorded, as wcll as, when the time should come, pastors emeriti.
The moticn was carried. It was then moved and seconded to roceive the report and
this motion was also carried.

The afternoon break came at this timc,

Following the break the Finance Committec reported concerning the past fiscal year,
which, it was noted, was a very positive cne, Information was requested concerning
the Concoxd Free Tutheran Church, which had contributed tec and expressed interest

in our Conference and its seminary. It was noted that while we had nct so far de-

tected a point of disagreement in the discussions held with their pastor some years
ago, we had not reached the point that we could consicder ourselves in fellowship
with them. It was noted alsg that in the light of recent letters by their pastor
published in "Christian Wews", our reception of their offerings mirht need to he
reassessed., The Chairman of the Committee on Lutheran Union suzgested that the
first step sheuld be to make contact with him again personally and talk things ounk,
Following this discussion 15 was moved and seconded to receive this report of the
Finance Committee with thanks to the committee for their work. The motion was
carried. (See page 39 of these Proceedings.)

Following this report the election of officers and committees was conducted.
Nominated for President: DPastors Natterer, Styx, Luedtke, and Schaefer
Elected: M,L. Natterer

Nominated for Vice~Presidents: Pastors Styx, Hensing, Bloedel, and Iuedtke
Elected: H, David Mensing

..Ag,5..
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wominated for Secretary: Pastors Luedtke and Styx

Elected: Randall D. Styx ‘
Wom * Treasurers Mssrs. Jeffcry V. Styx, Glen A. Frerichs, and Jomanthan C.
Schacfer Tlected: Jeffery k. 3tyx

‘ominated for Board Member-at-large from the fer Vest: Mssrs., Paul F. Iuedtke,
Victor X. Bloedel, and John R. Dirksen
Ilected: John Iis Dirksen

liominated for Beard Member-at-large from the mid-West: Mssrs. Jonathan C. ochaefer,
David T. Mensins (c.r.m.), F. Daniel Mcn51n; “and Dwirnt R Luedtke
Tlected: David Mensing (c. LT.m. \

400 ..a O\~

The proposed slates for Conference Standing Committees were as follows (first named
member as chairman):s

Editorial Committee:

A B Elected C
Pastor Schaefer Pastor Schaefer Pastor Schaefex
Pastor Luedtke rastor Iuedtke Pastor Luedtke
Michael Fischer Dwisht R. Iuedtke Lobert Bloedel
Committee on Theological Education:

A B C Elected
Pastor Bloedel Fastor Styx Pastor Styx
Pastor Styx Pastor Watterer Pastor Natterer
Lloyd E. Martin Victor K, Bloedcl Victor K. Bloecel
Victor K. Bloedel H. Daniel Hensing Jonathan G, Schaefer
Committee on lMissions:

A B C D Elected
rastor Luedtke Pastor Iuedtke Fastor Iuedtke Tastor Lucdtke
Pastcr Natterer Fastor Bloedel Pastor Rloedel Pastor Schacfs
Loren Dirksen Loren Dirksen Loren Dirksen Ieren Dirksen
Itonald 3chleht Charles Miller Charles Millexr Dwisht Luedtk:
Jeffery Styx David T, Mensing ., Daniel Mensing H, Daniel Mensi.g
Cemmittee on Lutheran Unions

4 Blected B
vlcc—Presment (H D.M.) B:,r Conc.tltution
Scoretary (R,

Frofessor Schaefcr Frofessor Schaefer
David T, Mensing Victor Bleedel
Publishing House Board of Controls

A B Elected C
Pastecr Bloedel Pastor Bloedel Pastor Bloedel
Pastor Styx fastor Natterer Pastor Mensing
Dale Ellis Licnald Schlaht Ronald Schlaht
Victor Bloedel Victor Bloedel Victor Bloedel
Paul Iuedtke Paul Tuedtke Paul Iuedtke
finance Committes:

A Electeﬂ
Treasurer (J.W.S) By Constltutlon
Loren Dlrksen Ted. D. Fischer
¥ent Prerichs Kent Frerichs
Dale Bllis Henry Fischer

‘
It was then moved and seconded to consider all election unanimous. The mction whe
carried unanimcusly. I+ was moved and seconded to thank the nominations and elec-

tions committee for their work. Carried.
- LE -
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.5 the time for adjcu 2 for the cay had come, it vas acted that the Reoxt of
the Committec on . issicias would be the first item cn th next Jay's arenda, Thn»

Ceaventicn then a’ joevmnel until oaturday with the Loxr rrayer sald in unisco a2t
5:20 I .i...

2 . Juns 27, 1901
The saturday mcrnin sessicas ere o nel by a ceveticn lec x
304 was qu v, he read iork 9. 14 -~ 20 and coffceved 2 wayer.

T

¥
(‘J

stox Stjﬁu

The minutes of the .ridey sessicn of the convention were real by the _ecretary,
The mction to adet them as read was carried.

The Committee cn issicns then .ave its repert., 1t treatel esrecinlly the s issiow
subsidy fer cux mission ceon re, ction in Geos D Doy, Crecci, an  ingu y

Tutheran Church into the possi®ility of o loan from the Lcnference
of erectins a house of worsaip: and contacts with and inquiries from va
cutsice our Cenference, The metlicn to receive this reicrt was carried

;uryose

rst reccmmendation cof the [ission Cemnittee, tco a ain 'ront a sub
3 1,00 to Trinity imtheran Church for this fiscal vear, was mcved
anc cexyvied.,

o8
A4
<
[

SeCOﬂ(,EC.

ot the su. estion of
the loan inquiryr, ias
anc status cf cur mi N,
sceretary durin  this cral report. Ilaster tyx noﬁeo that unen;loyment hac beeu
a major rrotlem amonr his membdershin, that amon the three main waje earners trr
thlllleﬂ For unemnleoyment insurance “enefits and the third had a nuhbe: of weels
du o nien he mt one 2. e notec, furthermore, that there had.

still Teen nc

the ,.isgsicin Comnittee, before rroceedin to consiceratici of
ter ityx jave cn oral rerort coacernins the nresent conditione
<

at A choefer was ashed to serve as

o~ - s o 1n
¢ ceunre av LABTOY LChaeiey asiaet o SelY

Q s

om vithcut, On the ~ositive side, home—ve;y he ncted the
blessin, of tic itﬂow 2l infant souls and the consre-ation's continual cesire to
srow in | race n the knewlel e of the .avior, requestin ' additional mid-wesl
classaes of stud:-. e noted that he, as rastor, makes arnlicatiocn to missions
whenever wessi%le. e also noted that just rrior to the Convention the con-re a-
tion had hacd nine visitors.

Ltyr's renewt 2lno  ave extensive becl yound in the matter of the loan in-
I'e noted that the members of the con re ation weclized that ne request
could e granted Mefoxre the conrrerations ni the Ccnference could \fO“c?.t congid-
er the matter. e ncte. alsc that his realized tt: t suenh el from the
Conference hal not heen mossi%le for cther “ve ations in the nﬁst cﬂc that sore
were still -a yA“ off interest Mearin mort.nces, hut tﬁﬁf since current moxteace
rotes tere myohibitively hirr (Getueen 1€ anc 20 —ov cent), assistance frenm confsr-
wresent to re tnc enly pessible e of securin.
sufficient fun’s to crect a wildin (estimated at TO 00 to © 25,000). Dele-
~etes veiced the sentiment that thev uwere sure the con ations of the Gonference
Yo t

ence nrethren seemed for the

o'

J i
mould ke more t”°n *11 ;qr to Ha]v so long as tno" e CoﬂLlUbﬂt that such assis
ance vere truly s
that the Conference chula be
vere [realt enou r that such assistance vorldd be ¢ wise tennora

2=ility of the Conference. The ccle ates also notac
Faixly sure that the mlSSlon netential in the are2
s use of its funts.

at durins tho discussion of this uwetter that Mr.

(The Lheirman noted at one -
filler as celerate from Jt. otepnen's v, Luthexns.

ralmquist was xerlacin-
Chureh, )

v to come tc an orcerly and brotherly conclusion on this natter as fox vo
at the time, it was movel and sccondad that a SDeClal committee be forms
tac tission Commitice and the Pinance Conmittee undexr the chalrmershi of .he
ssion Committec to brins reliminary recommendations in this matter to the
nvention preceding the finel remort of the Tesolutions Cemmittee. The motior

s carried by majoritr vote. It vas moved and secondel <o have & recount,

- by
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of
con

¢ vote on this motion. The motion fer rocount was caxrried, The recount was

h
néucted and the motion to form this comrmittee was a ain carried by majority votc.

it was then moved and. =econded to receiva the oral xeoport of Tasto

~

Styx. Leaxrried.

The Report of the Committoe on Theolo~dicnl ducation was ;iven by Pastor Zloeccl,
(see page 30 of thcse Proceedin s.) Fis renort addressed the nroblem currently
in the Seminery of havin no active students for the Fall and nossibly also fox
the &Spring texm, and offered o mumber of suested solutions. His report contain-
ed two recommendations. It was moved and secondec. tc receive this veport. The
netion was cerrvied,

Nenort of the Leminary Fres-
ident before takin: up the recommendations of the Committee on Theolosical Liduca-
tion. The motion was carried and seminary President Q.. Schaefer gave his renoxt,

(3ee vare 31 of thesc rfroceedin;s) The motion to receive his report was carriel.

It woas then moved and seccnded that we first hear the Dleport o
ae

The Convention then recessed for the noon meal,

The caturday afternoen sossionv rcro oncncd. ¥with a 4
The assembled deleratles san:. Fymn D85, Tastor lensi
and offered a praycr.

cvotion led by Fastor Iemsing
n/ read iatthew 9: 35

The first recommendation wes that lhe convention discuss the various su;ested
soluticus listed by the U nm‘ttee and. then rofer thom to the Resolutions Committee.
The second  ur. ed all cur con.rerations 1o _continued sujport for the Seminary
nrosram. 1t Wwas moved and scconded thot thosc tvo rccommeadations be adepted.,

The motion was carxied,

The recommendations of the Committee on Theolocical ducatien were then taken un.

1t was moved and seccaded that the esolutions Committec answer the three questions
in the first part of the committee's rerort neratively, (that is, that we say no
to all thourhts of alandonin: or ¢iminishing our weminary). It was moved and sec
onded that this moticr he decided by xwising. votc, The procedural motion was car-
ried, whereupcn tre ori 1nal motion was carried unanimously “y rising vote.

Fersuant to the first recommendation of the Committee on Theological Zducation,
the various su;, ested solutions mere Ciscussed by the brethwen, There bhein no
objection, the Chairmen ruled, in order to comserve time, that each delerate bu
permitted to syeak only once on each suitcstion. The matter was then refexved T
the esclutions Committee.

aftexr this Fastcr llensing resumed the nlesent?tion of the Convention gssay. De!

TnS a evmrmmpmmdnd S qem Ak S ey P A,..,.n;.l dlmnarmTre 4 o~ Al '\-“'"r-'v\ A~

silas LRIV bLULL DULLLLLUGUL . JIOWCV UL,y § s Tl Lcilng VU c_\..aLr\).L wllinolTdl L
his assistance in £indin: historical ftfbr.ﬁ ces; to the pastors, especially Lasto.s
Bloedel and ratterer, for their assistance, and to his wife for her help in prop

ky
aration of the final nanuscrint. The history of the attempts to unite the lilssou
; c -
2

Qaransd awms 4 \ - g ~ Fla oy 'Ff‘i-\ﬂ'v‘g
L ViU il L d

b)

~ +° Hhneda o c e
réa Chn TAC DABLIS Ou ajyecment anl wiv Semlil

A, A
of these attomnts weas bhricfly outlined orally. Varicus swgestions to include

r Fel

certain information and titles of documents tlere made 7 sormce of the delerates.

Tae Ieport of the .Citorinl Committee was then .iven by Pastox .chaefer. (Lee pa

20 of thesc Froceecin.s.) It was moved and seconder to receive this report with
nuch thanks for a wonderful joh conc this nast ycer. The metion was cavried.

This vas followed by the leport of the rublishin House Bearc of Coatrol, riven Lr
raster Bloedel, (ooe page 30 of these ;FOC\LdlfCSus Tt wes mover, scconded, and

carried tc roccive this xeport. In conacetion with this report the .epoxrt of the

Ausiness Dancrer of the rubklishin: Fouse was ;Aiven for the manazer by I'r. Taul 1.

Lucatke. This repert (Sce pace b1 of these Trocoeddings.) wes also recsived,
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The kevort of the Compittoc to Teview the Irvesident's Lcport was ;iven by ccamiltie
member hx, Ltephen Zloedel, The metion tc receive this renort was carried, (Ln.
nage 25 of these Eroceedings.) This rewoxt and action finalizec. the acceptance of
the President's report.

The first protican of the repcrt of the .uditin: Committec, concerning the books of
the Confercace Troasurer, was given., (Uce pare 40 of these Froceedinss.) The
committee read the report prepared end submitted to them by the special committce
of Feace Tv. Iutheran Chuzch. (sec 1960 Procecdings, pare 51) The motion to
receive this revort wos carried.

nlle wailting for presentation of the next renort the chairman allowed a question
for the JSeminary Presicent rcgarding the purchasineg of books for the Gemilnary.
»eninary vresident C.° ., chacfor triefly described thc procedurcs he used in sec~
uring books and. the rcsults of his efforts.

The special joint committee sot vr to review the loan inguiry of Trinity Iutheran

Church then submitted the following resolution te the delerates:

VFERG., Trinit; Iuthovan Church, Coos Bay, has inquired into the possibility of
borrowing un to 5 25, OOO 00 from the Confcrence iission Fund for the ur-
posc of constmicting a church tuilding and has sought the reaction of thoe
Conference in this netter; and

YRR insufficient tlmu is available at this convention for careful study of th.s
matter, Ath its s ramifications both foxr the conyresaticn
and for t n
a roques 1 an cmcxouney nature requiring action ot
this conven

THOFLECI 32 IT 7550 } ce on Ilissions, in ccnsultation with
Trinit;y Lutheran hurcl Minance Committee of our Conference, siudy

2

thig mutbc in detailduring conins fiscal yecar; anc

B IT YURTHFER ..0LV~H that the iidssicn Committee devise; in counection with this
study, carefvll:; dxava ;uidelines for the ranting of building loans to
Conforence mission conrrerations, and that these suidelines be submitted
to th* next convention for consicderntion and adOﬂtion“ and

B IT FUDRTFLL W.L00V.u that, in the months follovins this cenvention, the study ol
the prcsent inquiry be corducted in such a manner taﬂt a full repoxrt can he
made available to cur nemt crerations well in advance of the next
annual conventicn, so tha t 2 ¢otomminntion can e made at that meeting on
the hasis of all the facts zt our disvnosal, thus helpine the Geonfercnce
to make the hest possible stewoxdship of the mission gifts entrusted to i+

by our con re ati he fvrtn““:nc of the Jord's kinsdeom amons us,

s
13
Y
I

for th

* It was moved and seconded to adopt this rosolution, THe motion was carricd without
a dissentins vote., (It was said by one that this was obviously a unanimous vote,
but it was then notec. By the Chairman thet, as it had not becn a rising vete, thexr

had been no war of determinins the prescnce of abstensions.)

The FMemorial of Trivity Iutheran Lhurch conccrnins a book list for the pasters,
ailding: them in anst Uf’f'il;.. relr menbers' inquir ‘ic.“ for orthodox books, was then oon
sidered., (See text on pare 13 of these Proceedinss.) As it had hearing cn this

subject, it was requested thot the Recommenda tlon of tho Board of Directors *e
heard a2t this time. It read, "tfoved and seconded that the good intentions behind
this memorial be implemented by referrins the matter of recommendation of beoks
our nostors themsclves individually and ceollectively throw h the vastoral Coafen

* ence.” Tt was moved anl scconded. to adopt this : ecommenuﬂtlon of the Zoaxc of
Directors. The motion was caxried.,

The keport of the Committee on Tutheran Pnion was siven by Fastor wchaefer. /e

paze 35 of these }roceedings,) It containcd two recommendotions: one regarding
the Lutheran Churches of the Reformetion (LCR), the other concerning the Fellow-
ship of Imthoren Conrrerations (FIC). It was moved and scconded to receive this
).
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&,

* report. Carricl. Both of the recommendations were then cerried separately by
motion, .

The gecond portion of the juditing Committee report, concerning the ooks of the
Business fana’exr of the rublishinc Youse was then given by committee member iix.

Loren Dirksen. (Sec 12c¢ 41 of thuse Troceedines.) The motion to receive this

report was carried.

The initial repoxrt of the budret was _iven by Treasurer - iinance Committee Chair-
men ¥r. Jeffery i, 3Ly, Zﬁe nage 39 of these iroceedings.) The motion to re-
€. 6

ceive this report was corrie
The initial veport of the Resolutions Committec was rescheduled for 7:30 ».m, un-
dey, immediately pricr te the final consideration of the hudzet.

The convention then adjourned for the dey at 5513 ».m., with the Lord's Irayer sait
in unison.,
sunday, June 28, 19¢F1

'he Sunday activities beran with 2 Divine Service at 10:00 a.m.. The sermon was
delivered by the lev. F.Rt, Blcedel of seattle, "ashington. It was besed on
Colossians 1: @ - 14, and hed as its theme "hat e Are asking God To Do Then, In

The toxds Of OLI onvnntlon iiotto, Pray, 'lord, Increase Cur ¥aithi'®" Tastow
e dmlnistercd the Loxd's acrement

i
luedtke; with the assistance of Fastoxr B
to the coarregation end its uvests fr
vere ¢iven to the lcecal congresa

The offerings

Followin, the noon menl, sessions were onened with a devotion led by Fastor 0.t
jchaefer. The assemﬁly sang Mvmn 33 ond Pastor {chaefer read Fsalm 116: 12 - 19,
and ofifered a srayer

The minutes of the uLaturday sessions of the convention were reviewed and adopted o
motion.

It was noted thot kx. Charles iller would asain be seated as delegate from ot.
Stephen's Iv. Iutheran Church (ve: i

wlacing Hr. ‘Carl Palmquist).
Pastor ionsing tnen continued with the ~resentetion of the convention cse

aroin there were o number of surzested additions for the essayist, which were
discussed and noted by the esseyist. .is discussion, however, was becoming quite
lengthy and as nresentetion of the cssay had procecded to only the 12th page of ib
essay, it was moved and seccnded to hear the remeinder of the essay to its corciu
sion without intcrmittent discussion. The motion was carried,

=8

=

4t the conclusion of the presentation of the essay the convention took a brief
recess,

B

Immeciately folleowin: the recess it was moved and seconded to accept and adeopt wh.
essay with thanks tc the essayist with several surgested clarifications neted @
by the esseyist to De incorporated in the final draft before publication. This
motion was carvied without a dissentins vote and was rerarced by the Chairnan a
unanimous,

The initial revort oi the Jesclutions Committee was then presented. Their first
resolution, concerning the various sclutions to the current no-student problem in
the Seminary was moved and seconded, Therc was extensive discussion of the var
ious projects resolved for the faculty fo be completed during the propesed sabbeab-
ical year, espccially concorni the time clements included and the funding of i
sccond project listed (Lee text on mage 52 of these Proceedings.) . It was moved
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10,000.00, to Se
TllfvaY(W‘*t wae

jeCh " __ aad the
1103, oL rereacdlis

sacittion 63 scttin
5 A, the Hamos
iv t‘urﬁ Qe &N COo:
e ctions o the o

*zqﬁ YO

vthoran

B 1Tt s cecioa. o no conflilct. The wesolubicn
3
T.e ~romescc ””’,Gi.t‘ca canc 2efore the convention zex finel action. It was
meved and sccott of te <ot the hued ob e orcoeats . The notion vas carvied,
The arye™ emeat Jo (v the 1901 Tvoceolin s vos thon aeddryessed, as
videc im the A, .ul., DU ras nrtod thet thas itor ou bt to be striclwen fron tie
oenda ia the slure, fo 3t has Meea weco nited that it is the 1 of
the .ecretexr:.
The Gen ave its f {,ec va_c 27 of
these ¢ this mc“ort 3 N_rled(
Concerniy convention, tic cenventicr ncted the cexz-
nressced osine : d rch to rost the moxt convention ever thou b
it wes Cdetewad w8 nr Ut R "HHOMULElc at the o cgt tine, The corventicon
then received ~ aceo "o iunv.tation on Ll then' s
to the ceon ro o
W request 1ic [feasurer noted that ayproximetcly
had. been | ctien. I'e motud thnt the  reater portio i
this mad moers fyom cne ol our mentey Con X
Fe elso sonothin, re can nll look tc as
with all
lererding the o wer T oof the minutes of the Lunda  Lessions, the rrosicent novecd
the usval proctlics co evanttin, then to the rrocsicdiuwm xorw thelr review and aopic-
val, Tt was meve’ Ll 5ecnce 80 Te wo.
¢ Hesclutions U Tireld ;ﬁ“ort g it tiie fellovding
CeSClUthﬂ": wutions is found on pp 53 55.)
* : Tothe essay for this ceavention, Garziod,

P . .
joitsn cors for thely sermoe NE. cssarT, an

! L for tF' continued vec cof i
Faciliti e

~rotitude Lo tino off
> the miut rear and a

wrveontly clected, 'ar“1ed

1 L -

T Lteien's Sva lical Iutheron Chure for oll thopr acs
* the convention. arricd.

0 thore

The rresident

further business to come beforc this coave -
There o aprc.  weollowis 2

sanouncements it veg noved and scconded te ad-~
woment followed at 5

s this conventicsn,  The motion was carr.ed and a

with the sinci of Tomn 50 ond Toxd's lwajey sail
“esnectiulls sutmitted,

the Jev, Pandell Do o
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Resolutions of Formal Action
resolution #1:

WHEREAS the necessity of maintaining our seminary as currently structured is still
recognized by our Conference as an item of high priority, including our
particularly well-qualified and gifted faculty, our theologlcal curriculum
as developed and refined over the years, and cur seminary's reccgnition by
the State of Illinois: but

JHEREAS This convention has been informed by the President of our seminary and the
chairman of the Committee on Theological Education that, asof present
knowledge, no students will be enrolled for theological study during the
coming fall term and possibly also during the subsequent spring term; and

YHEEBAS with the prospect of ne student whatever for the coming terxm, our Conference
finds itself faced with the difficult prospect of maintaining our faculty
on salary with no rezular duties in lieu of classroon instruction; and

WHRREAS the Committee on Theological Education has suggested to this convention a
variety of urgent and worthwhile projects which could be undertaken by our
faculty during the coming year, scveral of which could be completed bv them
in this interim and thus serve our Conference well in the investment oi

T7IREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we answer any quésticn as to the possible discontinu-

ance or baw lonment of our seminary during this -interim pericd in the regatlv
reaffirming our unreserved commitment to the maintenance and continued suproi:

LIl QUK Loscel LAIIUCL

of our theological training program and, at least for the present, also to
the preservation of our seminary structure as it now exists; and

B.: IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon recommendation of the Committee on Theological Edu-
cation we place our seminary faculty on a working sabbatical for the coming
academic year, assigning them the following projects in lieu of classroon
instructions:

1) Authorize Professor Schaefer during the next three months to visit in-
dividually, 2t Conference Genesral Fund expense for travel, the pastora”
members of the Fellowship of ILutheran Congregations for perscnal inuer-
views regarding their doctrinal and confessional postions, and to convey
the results of these interviews to the chairman of the Commlttee on Intu
eran Union with the view toward subsequent fruitful negotiations with ih.c
group as socn as it expresses the willingness to meet with our unicn
committee;

2) Request Professor Schaefer, under the auspices of the Committee on Mis-
sione, and at the invitation of the particular pastor and congregation
involved tc make onc or several short-term visits to assist our local
congregations with intensive missionwork and analysis of potential grouik,
the travel expenses incurred in this project to be defrayed from th2 Con
ference lission Fund to a limit of £10,000,00.

3) Delecate chiefly to Professor Schaefer, in regular consultation withi As-
sociate Professor Mensing, the task of completing the first draft of a
revised exposition of Luther's Small Catechism, this draft to be duplica-
ted for submission to the pastors of the Conference at least four weeks
prior to the 1982 plenary Pastoral Conference, so that this dxai® can be
considercd at its meeting; ‘

L) Assign to Professor Schacfer, again in consultation with Associate Profe.
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scr Mensing, the preparation of a brief comparative symbolics booklet
dealing chiefly with the doctrine and practice of the varicus, Lutheran
bedies in the United Htates;
5) Iikewisc assin to Professcr Nchacfer the preparation of a nard-fils indcr
of the works currently in ~ur seminaxy library, creoss-referenced according
to subject, title and author,

’

6) Authorize lssociatc Profossor Homsing to initiate historical archives for
the Conccrdia Tutheran Conference, ziving first prioxity tc the source
material which specifically deocuments thoe recently completed populer his-
tory of cur body, and to devise 2 sysiten whereby these materials can be
mace available in ceny form to others upon request, Hecessary funds for
the implementation of this assismment arc to be defrayed out of the Con-

ference General Fuwud., In this project, Professcr Schaefer is asked to

render censultative assistance as nceded.

-+ IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Committee cn Theclogical Dducation continue to level.
8till other contincency plans, should the lack of students in our seminaxcy
persist beyond this coning academic year, in order still to presexrve the ins-
titution of our Confererce semitary for future ministerial preparaticn, ~ad
that the committee continue in the meantime actively to cicourage young men
to prepare for the Holy Ministry in our midst,

Rssolution #2:

AHETEAS our Conference in this convention assembled has accepted and adopted a
"Popular History of the Concordia ITutheoran Cenference®; and

THEREAS this cannot be readily furnished to our own and to other pecple who request
it if it is merely printed in our Iroceedinss cr serialized in several issuss
of the Concordia ILutheran:

THEREFORE IE IT RESOLVED that this history, when in final form, be printed also as a
pamphlet for ready and simple distritution, and that this printing be de-
frayed in cost from the General Fund of the Conference.

fiesolutions of Thanks
Resolution #3:

WHEREAS the sermon delivered by our President at the opening sexvice of this conven-
tion as wcll as thot delivered in the Sunday Divine Service by Pastor 7.FR.
Bloedel,; were found to be especially edifying to the delegates, guests,
and visitors ir attendence; and

-1

nd guests at this convention recelved also special cncouru -

a —
”

HERBAS the delegates a
ment and strength from the various devoticns conducted by ocur pastors curing
the scssicns; and

s ne

WrBHEAS we were particularly edified by the special essay presented during this
convention, nomely, "A Populnr Histoxy of the Conceordiaz Lutheran Conference™

THEREFORE BR IT RESOLVED that the convention thank Fastors 1M, L. fatterer and P, R
Bleoedel for their cdifying messages, and Pastor . David Mensing for his
thorough Essay, and that we exvress,our gratitude also to thosc pastors who

conducted the various devotions =zt the convention,
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Resclution #4s
.
WHEREAS our Concordia Theological Seminary has coutinued to enjoy thzs use of tho
physical facilities of Peace Ev. Iuiberan Church, Tinley Park, Illinois
during the past fiscel yrar; anc

HHERBAS Peace Congregation has continued to provide these quarters #or cur classroon
instructicn, library facilities and chapel for a toker maintenance cost of
$100.00 per year, thus aiding our Conference in keeping to 2 bare minjnun
its expenses for the physical aspecte of ite seminary program;

THSREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we express cur gratitude in the Lord to Peace Hv, Imt.. -
an Church fexr its continued brotherly cooperation, generosity and sacrifics
in its promotion of this very necessary work among us.

“asolution #5:

VHIRRAYS the 1979 convention delerated to the congresation of which the Conference
Treasurer is o momber the responsibility for auditing the ofiicail Confer-
ence financial recoxd and providins a ssecial report te the conventicn as-
semblec 2t this present meeting:

TYEREFOIE BE IT RESOLVED that we heartily thank Peace v, ILutheran Church of Tinley
Park Illinois for its careful and exacting work in auditing the books of the
Conference Treasurer, and for its subseguent report to this convention.

H’ -

esolution #6:

WHEREAS the officers, utanding committees, and appoinitcedl committess have served our
beloved Confercncs faithfully during the past fiscel year under the continued
blessings of the Lord of the Church;

TIRREFORD BE IT TBSOLVED that we express our rratltuds for all that thesc bwethren
have wrourht in their dedicated Christian service to our Conference during
the past year of grace; and

L IT FURTHER RO30IVED that we call unon the Holy Spirit to grant the rich measure I
His grace to those brethzen who have been clected to positions of lezdershi-:
in our midst for the ccming fiscal yeay, so that all they think, say and ¢
nay be in accordance with God's Holy Word, to His glory alone, and for the
continued prosperity of Iis kingdom among us,

Aesclution 4 7

HEREAS St. Stephen's Ev, Iutheran Church of Wilmot, South Dakota, has shown itseli
tc be a most graciocus host to the 30th Anmual Conveunticn of our bwloved
Conference by extending to delerstes and guests loving, Chuistian nospitalir,

in its church building and in the homes of its members; and

TUIEREAS the devotlons and divine serv L during this conventlon vers
beavtifie’ by specie] oxgar. and ghoral music to the praise of our Lord anc
Savior, the Head cf His Church; and

we were privilcged te enjoy not only nourishment for our bodies through the
didicated scrvice of both the lolies and the men of the congregoetion, tut
received also in rich abundance, nourishment for our souls in the Beead or
Iife, God's precicus Word, and in the Sacrement of Christ's body and wlood
as guests of this Christian congresation;

EREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that th-s Concordia Tutheran Conference eXpres
hearted gratitude to the pastor and members of this congregeti

5 -

5 its wholc-
ion for their
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most loving and 1iberal hospitality end Christian fellowship which contribv.-
ted to the general success of the convention, to our spiritual edification,
and to our physical comfort; and

BE IT FURTHEL RESOLVED that wo likewise express our hearty thanks to the choir of
St. Stephen's ILutheran Church for thelr beautiful music which aderned the
Sunday Divine Service, to Mrs., Jam2s Iuedtke who served as organist at the
coenvention services, and to Mr. Stephen Blosdel, who served as organist for
all the daily devotions,
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