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SERMON PREACHED AT THE OPE}~NG SERVICE

by the Rev. M. L. Natterer, President
Lebanon, Oregon

:Wke 17: 5-6

My dear fellow-believers in Christ Jesus, our only Savior!

At this Convention we are observing our 30th Anniversary. 30 yearsl That is a long
timet We 1'"lOve traveled a long road since the formation of our Conferenoe at Oka-Dena,
Minnesota, in 1951. During these 30 years we have known both joy and sorrow. Many
a time we had to witness that those with whom we had labored together for a number of
years no longer desired to walk with us in the unity of faith. Such were indeed oc­
casions of sadness and sorrow. Many a time we had to witness that carefully planned
projects came to naught because of those who caused divisions and offenses. At times
the future of our little Conference looked bleak. Yet even in the midst of such dis­
appointments and sorrows when our hearts became timd. and we sometimes felt like the
Prophet Elijah sitting under the Juniper Tree (1 Kings 19:4), we reminded ourselves
of the Psalmist's words, "Vhy art thou cast down, 0 my soul? and 'Why art thou dis­
qUieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him, who is the health
of my countenance, and my God" (Ps. 42:11). "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning" (Ps. 30 l.5) • By God's grace. we continu9'.l to wait on the !Drd
and He strengthened our hearts. For our faith did not and does not rest upon man ­
his intellect, his gifts and. talents - rot upon the unalterable Word of our everlas+'
i08 God whose liord is the Truthi Somehow, Without any merit on our part, the lord
worked all things out well according to His good and. gracious Will. Trusting in Him
and. His Word our sorrows have always been turned into joys. And. how could it ever be
otherwise? "We KNOW that all things work together for good to them that love God"
(Rom. 8.28). Now, dear brethern, we look to the days which lie before us. The lord
will be with us in the days wh1C1h lie ahead as He has been with us during the last 30
years of our Conference if we in all humility continue humbly to accept His Word and
allow that Word to be "a lamp unto our feet and. a light unto our path" (Ps. 119 :105) •
And. the days that lie ahead may be days of trial and trirolation for our Conference.
I say this not because I am a gloomy pessimist, but rather because of what the Word
of our Lord teaches us Christians to expect in the last evil days of the world before
the Lord Jesus bursts forth in the clouds of heaven accompanied by all of His holy
angels. Therefore, as we contemplate the days ahead it is surely necessary that we
cry out with the disciples in the words of our text -

"LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH!"
"And. the apostles said unto the Lord. Increase our faith. And the Lord said, If ya
had faith as a grain of mustard seed,ye might say unto this sycam.ine tree, Be thou
plucked up by the root f and be thou planted in the sea t and it should obey you. to

llith these words the Savior wishes to impress upon our hearts and minds that ~
fai th !!!!!! ~ genUine and true. No doubt, at some time 01' other, we have come into
contact with people who are seemingly conVinced of the truth of their cause and re­
veal great fervor and enthusiasm for that which they believe to be right. How often
we wish that we could be so enthusiastic, so certain of our faith, so happy in our
convictions as such individuals seemingly are. At such times it is necessarY to be
on our guard and to remember that fervor, enthusiasm, certainty, joy of conviction,
are good ..- IF WE ARE RIGHT! But they are all fatal if we are wrong. Look at the
fervor and zeal on the part of the Scribes and Pharisees! But what does Jesus say to
them? "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, Hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land
to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell
than yourselves" (Matt. 23:15). And the Apostle Paul speaks of the zealousness on
the part of the Jews, but it was not according to knowledge. For they were ignorant
of God's righteousness and went about seeking to establish their own righteousness
instead of looking to Jesus who is the end of the Law for righteousness to everyone
that believeth (Rom. 10 :1-3). The harder a man runs, if he runs in the wrong direc-
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tion, the farther he gets away from the place to which he wants to gOI whereas, one
who is walking in the right direction, no matter how slowly and quietly he is moving,
will finally reach his goal. Joyous, enthusiastic, certain, and great fa1th is a
blessed gift 1ndeed; but first of all, we must be sure that our faith is the true
faithl

Ar.d when is our faith true and genuine'? wnen we trust completely in the Lord Jesus
Christ as our only Savior and Redeemer and His UordS That faith which does not trust
in the Word of the Lord, but in the word of men is not a true and genuine faith. And
he who trusts in his own ability and power, does not possess the true and genuine
faith. For only that faith 1s tnw and genuine which has as its f oundation .E:£ Word
of God. It is that faith which receives the promises of the Gospel wherein we are
told, "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). It is
that faith which believes that Christ is the only Savior from sin, death and hell;
and that in Him we have the forgiveness of all sins even though our conscience con­
demns us. Or as Dr. Luther puts it so descriptively, "\Jhen in real anguish, a con­
science should think of Christ and know absolutely nothing but Christ alone and
should then exert its powers to the utmost to put the Law out of sight as far as it
possibly can and to embrace nothing but the promise of Christ" (What Luther Says, Vol.
I, page 338).

We have true faith if we accent as true what God has said because C~ has said it.
Doubting Thomas, the disciple· of Christ, said that he would not believe the resur­
:':'ection of Jesus until he saw the naU-prints in the hands of the Savior and the
wound in His side. But Jesus told him, "Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast
~e1ieved: Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed" (John 20:29).
In the Epistle to the Hebrews we are told, "Faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen" (Heb, 11:1). With our physical eyes we have
not seen Jesus' suffering and death on the cross; we have not seen heaven; yet, we
CJlristians believe and accopt these truths because God tells us these things in His
tJord and therefore we see them with the eyes 2i~, a faith which God the Holy
Spirit has worked within our hearts through the Means of Grace! We believe and trust
God's promises!

"'here are, of course, many splendid examples in Holy Writ of those who showed that
they trusted in the Lord and His Nord. In his Epistle to the Romans the Apostle Paul
speaks of the great faith of Abraham (4:18-21). Abraham had also shown his strong
~aith when he, at the command of the Lord, prepared to offer up his only son, Isaac,
as a sacrifice '{Gen:-22). Remember Peter, the disciple of Jesus, when Jesus told him
to launch out into the deep and there to let down his net and Peter said, "Master,
He have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing; nevertheless AT THY HORn I will
let down the net" (Luke 515). Think of the Centurion of Capernaum whose servant was
fl~ck ar.d. rea.dy to die, arJli who told Jesus, "Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not
worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof ••••but say in a word, and my servant
"hall be healed" (Luke 7:6,7) • When Moses was told by Godto-11ft up his staff and
stretch out his hand over the Red Sea, he did not debate the issue with God, but
rather at God's com~ft-~rl Moses did it ar.d. ~~us revealed his faith in the Lor~ (Ex. 14)~

LikewiseJOShUa many years laterperformed a similar feat with the Jordan River at
the command 2! ~!£!£. And so, when we look through the Holy Scriptures we can
find a host of examples of those who trusted in the lJJrd and His Pord.

Here in our text we have this statement of the lord, "If ya had faith as a grain of
L~lstard see, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root,
and be thou planted in the sea i and it should abey you." God promises to those who
have faith, even the weakest faith, that they could say to a sycamlne-tree, a mulberxy
tree, Be thou rooted up and planted in the sea. If we had such a command. and such a
:promise, then the man of weakest faith, and 'though his faith be as little as a grain
(/f mustard-seed, could perform this miracle. REMEMl3ER WE NUST HAVE GOD'S COOJAND AND
PIWMISEt Else it is nothing but heathenish superstition. Such superstitions are,

- 4 -

1981 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



for example, the thought that making the sign of the cross will bring the individual
a blessing or protect him against some harm. We make the sign of the cross, not to
proteot ourselves, tr~t as a matter of confossion. To sprinkle one's self ~~th holy
water arrl to believe that it will convey some spiritual benefit is superstition.
Such superstitious practices abound within the pale of the Roman Church. But we have
no conunand of God and no promise of a blessing. On the other hand, however, the use
"of' 1d'~+O"" 4,.. U,...1" "OQ't"'\",I·"4etm .tio ""'1"'\",," ~""t"'\n..,..o..j.."+';i"\."'" ",",orao"C!o 1.1'0 }o"a'Uo ('!""n'a ",nmm:::l1"ll'1 Ann n'T'nm-
...,. ,,- ",.""". ....... .l.J.V ....J ~ l:"' V~..,l.J. ....u .LJ.V V UY!"VoLU "".... "'................ \JVV_\4_V ,...... .. ..- .. - ""__ - __.....t._._ --- r- ---
ise. The attendance at the Lord's Table is not superstition, but is an act of faith
because we have God's command and promise. Praying in Jesus' Name for daily bread,
for healing, is not superstition, but an act of faith. vIE HAVE GOD'S COMMA1'i1) AND
PROM..ISE!

"Lord, Increase our fai tM tl 0 how often we doubt God's command and promise! He telle
us, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6=33). But when we look at the present economic
situation, the spiraling prices in the markets and stores, the staggering costs of
being confined to a hospital bed and the services of a physician, etc., then like the
Apostle Peter who attempted to walk to Jesus on the storm-tossed waters of the Sea of
Galilee we begin to sink and the Lord Jesus must admonish us, "0 thou of 11ttle faith
wherefore didst thou doubt?" (Matt. 14:28-31). God has commanded us to pray and has
promised to hear us. "Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and
thou shalt glorify Me" (Ps. 50:15). Yet in spite of a whole host of glorious prom­
ises we often doubt. We forget, because of our miserable sinful flesh, that such
commands and promises come from Him.Who is the Creator and Preserver of heaven and
earth. He is the Almighty God, with whom "all things are possible" (Matt. 19:26).

Does this not also apply to our little Conference? In their Christian liberty our
congregations have joined together in forming a Conference so that we might be able,
as a group of congregations, to carry out jointly what one of our congregptions would
find itself unable to do. "A further reason for which we are joined together in this
Conference is our Lord's Will that the diversities of gifts in His Church on earth
chould be for the common profit, 1 Corinthians 12:4-31" (point 4 in the Preamble to
the Constitution of our Concordia Lutheran Conference). And the 7 Objects of our
Conference as expressed in Article III of our Constitution plainly reveal that the
work to which we are comrritted is indeed the work of the Lord! Should we not,
therefore, ask the Lord to increase our faith so that together we may carry out the
tasks which He has allotted to each of us! Let us then continue to go forward in
the work of our Lord, trusting in Him and His Hord, for He has promised, come what maJ
in the way of affliction, trial and tribulation, "I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee" (Heb. 13 :5). Amen.

COlfVElfrION SUNDAY SERMON

by the Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Seattle, Washington

Colossians 1:9-14. "For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease
to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knOWledge of His wl1~

in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unt~

all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knOWledge of
God; strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, unto all patience
and long-suffering, with joyfUlness; Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath deliv­
ered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of His
dear Son; In Whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins.

Beloved friends in Christ,

The Apostle Paul had never been in Colossae and
the Christians in the congregation at Colossae.
which our text is taken, that great Apostle was
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There was a man by the name of Epaphras who evidently had been a pupil of the Apostle
Paul and was the pastor of the Colossian congregation. Now Paul's letter to the
Colossians indicates that this man, Epaphras, is visiting him in Rome and has given
to Paul a report about the religious situation in Oolossae. This report from Epaphras
prompted the Apostle Paul to pray for the Colossian congregation and what he brought
to the Lord in prayer is spoken of in the text which I have just read to you. It is
a prayer which ties in perfectly with the MOTTO chosen for the 30th Annual Convention
of- our beloved Concordia Lutheran Conference and it is on the casls of this prayer of
the Apostle Paul for the Christians at Colossae that we are led to consider as our
theme for this Convention Sunday sermon:

i'JHAT \JE ARE ASKING GOD TO DO ~JHEN, IN THE tJORDS OF OUR CONVENTION MOTTO, tlfE PRAY
"LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH!"

We are asking God with the holy Apostle in our text
1. that we might be fillod with the knowledge of the Will of God in all wisdom

and spiritual understanding, and
2. that we might be frul tful in every good work, and
3. that we might be strengthened with power from above, and
4. that we might be filled with thankfulness to the lDrd our God.

And may God the Holy Ghost bless the consideration of His Word •••

I.
tlaV1ng men~~onea ~ne report which Epaphras had given n~m concerning vne Colossian
congregation, and having given thanks to God for their faith and love in the Savior
in the verses preceding our text, St. Paul NOW writes, "For this cause we also, since
the day we heard it (namely, the report of their pastor) do not cease to pray for yc~
and to desire that you mi&ht be filled with the ~_~owledge of His will in all wisdom
and spiritual understandingi"

In his prayer for the Colossian Christians, the Apostle Paul desires that they be
FILLED with the knowledge of God's Will: Certainly, every Christian knows of God's
good and gracious will in Christ Jesus, our Saviori This saving knowledge of Christ
has been in your heart from the very moment that the Holy Ghost brought you to faith
in Jesus through the power of the Gospel. But the Apostle Paul prays that this
knowledge may grow fuller and ever more perfect in the hearts of the Christians. He
prays that they might be "FILIED with the knowledge of God's will in ALL wisdom and
spiritual understandingi" You should then, as a Christian, at all times earnestly
strive and eagerly desire to learn more and more and more of the wonderful truths
of God's Word. God wants you continually to GROW in your knowledge of His precious
Truths. Only such knowledge works in you true wisdom and spiritual understanding.
Such wisdom and spiritual understanding cannot be obtained by your own reason or
by your own strength--it is alono the work of the Holy Ghost through the Gospel. Thus
you and each one of us must certainly pray in the words of the motto for our conven­
tion this year; "wrd, Increase Our Faith~ It --ar~ with these words join the holy
Apostle in our text in asking God that He would fill us as individuals, as Christian
congregations, and as a Conference "with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding!" ThrOUgh continuance in God's Word, every Christian moves
forward. day by day. toward that perfect knowled£e of God which some day will be ours
in heaven. - - - . . ~ .

Such growth in spiritual knowledge, wisdom, and understanding is of the utmost impor­
-tance! It is an absolute necessity because of the many dangers which threaten us
from Within and from without. There is a very grave danger lurking right in YOU-­
your old sinful nature! And because of your old Adam you are apt to become bored-­
to become bored with the Word of God; to become tired of hearing about the Law and
the Gospel, about sin and grace preached to you Sunday after Sunday; tired of hearing
about man's natural depraVity and wretchedness from his mother's womb since the Fall
of Adam; that man, by nature, is actually a~ainst God, having a strong desire to do
only that which is evil and contrary to God's commandments; that man, because of sin,
deserves everlasting condemnation in hell. Because of your sinful flesh you may be­
come bored with hearing that, in spite of man's wickedness, God'S thOUghts toward all
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Itlankind are not thoughts of hatred and malice, but thoughts of peace and thoughts of
mercy and kindliness and love, and that God's Will toward you is a good and gracious
Nill--that God is not willing that any should perish b~t that all men should be
saved; that God's good and gracious Will is manifested in Christ Jesus, your Savior;
that His good and gracious will is plainly sr~n in His wonderful Plan for our sal­
vation which is found in such familiar Scripture texts as "God so loved the world that
He gave His only-begotten Son, that whcsoever believeth in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life," that "God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto them," and that "in .Christ we have redemption
thrOUgh His blood, even the forgiveness of sinsi" If such Scripture passages no
longer grip your heart. if theY no longer bring vou true and lasting comfort and JOY
and happiness and peac~ in you~ Savior; then y;uWmust beware: You ~ust beware that­
your faith may merely be a superficial knowledge, something just on the surface--a
knOWledge which has no root in your heart, a knowledge such as Satan himself has.
May we therefore ask God to INCREASE OUR FAITH that we may be filled with the know­
ledge of His Will, that we may grow in grace and in the knowlege of our Savior Jesus
Christ, that we may overcome and vanquish our old sinful nature which would urge us
and which would cause us to beco~e tired and listless in the hearing and learning of
the priceless Word of God.

There is also the constant danger in the sinful world about you--that the riches and
the pleasures and the amusements and concerns for the things of this world may choke
and destroy your saving knowledge of Christ and His Ford. For example, do you permit
your so-called innocent pastimes, and pleasures, and activities, and sports, and
such like, to become more important to you than the "One Thing Needful! II Are you
ready with all kinds of insignificant excuses (such as we heard in the Gospel Lesson
for this Sunday) when you are asked to take time out at home to read and tc study
God's Word for yourself personally, and that you gathor your family about you daily
and share with them the precious teachings of Scripture haVing with them a family de­
votion, and when you are given the opportunity to increase your knowledge of Scriptur(
by regular attendance in Sunday School and Bible Class and in the Divine Service. In
our convention we were given a statistical report which is indeed a sad commentary up­
on our Conference and the congregations in our Conference. It would not be so bad if
simply there was no b~eat and astounding growth in our congregations, but, dear
Christians, our statistical report shows that our congregations are losing members.
Look at those who simply move away because of some other enticement in spite of what
the Word of God says, "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as the man­
ner of some isi" Now this morning we had the pleasant privilege and joy of seeing a
little baby brought to Holy Baptism--a tiny infant brOUght to his Savior and in the
heart of that infant true saving faith is created by the power of the Holy Spirit in
that wonderful, precious means of grace. But there is such a disease as indifferent­
ism to the Word of God--that disease is "I'll either take it or leave iti" And how
does that disease corne about and may that disease be inflicting our congregations anq
if so, what can we do about it. That disease is brought about at least in one way by
so-called Christian parents. They may bring their child and their children to Sun­
day School and endeavor thereby to bring that babe up in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord. But if the paster of your congregation teaches the child in the secend
commandment that he should not take the name of his Lord in vain and he goes home
and hears his daddy doing this, that creates indifferentism to the Uord--the child
thinks IIvJell maybe that liord of God that the pastor teaches me isn't really so im­
portanU" If, in :l:.h~ thir;~ c~:"";'".C::l''J'c.(~l'lt, tho i'Clstcr toachosB'Yr-tur eMio.-':'asd""he l~'rcws in". a~ lram 1 ~e 1a86 an lr~ tne
~5%~~s,tR~~effiti~e~;oRfidt~h~~~ea~~~sffi~~8R~a~h~nd mommy staying away'from the divine
service, absenting themselves from Bible Class, ignoring the voters' meeting and
the work of the Lord in the congregation, what does that create? Indifferentism to
the \lord of God: "It isn't really so important! It needn't be the chief thing in m:<"
life because look at what my father and my mother do!" He come to the sixth command­
ment and all of the commandments. If the parents in our Conference do not show in
their life that the Word of God is the One ~hing Needful, tho most important posses­
sion and treasure, then our Conference will indeed decline in membership. A child
may be taught in the eighth commandment that wo shouldn't gossip and slander one an-
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other, and he may go home and hear his parents, who claim to be Christians, talking
about others, running them down, and doing the very opposite of what the ~Tord of God
says. Let us beware of ind.lffcrcntism to the 1·!or..1 of God, that it is something that
we in our household can simply tako or leave a3 we please.

And still another reason why we Christians should be filled with spiritual knowledge,
wisdom, and understanding is the fact that there ara so many false teachers in the
world today. New we again lock at our Conference and we find that many people who
have left our congregations have gone back into the Missouri Synod or into some other
heterodox Lutheran church body. Uhet is needed? You must know what you believe!
You must be convinced of your faith on the basis of C~d's Word~ You should have a
good working knowledge of Scripture so that you may be able to stand up for the truth
against every error and against every false doctrine! lJhen therefore we pray the
motto of our Conference in convention assembled this year, "Lord, Increase OUr Faith,"
we indeed ask God with St. Paul in our text to fill us with the knowledge of His Will
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that we may be truly able to mark these
who teach and live contrary to God's tJord; that we may be able to try the spirits
whether they are of God; that we may be able to evoid evil in every form and anxious
to hear and to heed the voice of our Savior who says of you. "My sheep hear My voice
and I know them <''.ad they follow Me," "and a stranger will they not follow, for they
know not the voice of strangers!"

II.

The Apostle furthermore prays for the Colossian Christians in our text. UThat ye might-,
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and in­
'::reasing in the knowledge of Gocl!" As the Apostle Paul, in the preceeding verse,
prayed that the Christians at Colessee might be fiUett with the knowledge of God in
all wisdom and spiritual understanding, so here, that great Apostle prays that their
LIVES might become fuller and richer out of love for their Savior; that they might
perform those things which are pleasing to the IDrd; that they might continue to
bring forth good works as the fruit of their faith and that they might bring forth
these fruits ever more abundantly in their lives. Some Christians seem to forget
that the words, "Be ye therefore PERFECTl" and "Yo shall be HOLY!" still apply to
them after they have received tho Lord Jesus as their Savior. The moment you have no
desire any longer to be perfect, that moment your Christian faith is in jeopardy!

The end and aim of your sriritual knowledge and understanding is that you might
trUly know what pleases the lord ~nd thus walk in Hts ways and let Him direct and
guide your life--doing those things which are pleasing to Him and avoiding those
things which are contrary to His Word. As ~ Christian, you are to make progress day
by day, not stagnate; you are to grow day by day in every good word and work. You
should be eager as a true believer, eager to grow in your Christian life, eager to
avoid everything which despleases God and brings shame and disgrace upon the name of
Him who died for you on the cross, and you are to have the earnest desire in your
heart every day to amend your sinful 11fe, to renew that Baptismal covenant which we
heard this morning--to resist the devil and all his works and ways and to serve the
Triune God and Him only, to do those things only by which and through which tho Lord
your God is honored and praised. Your saving knowlege of Christ, your faith in JesuE
as your own dear Savior, simply has to do somothingl It must show itself in your
lifel Otherwise your faith is deadl It is no longer a true and living faith, for
the Bible says, "Faith without works is dea~I" Thus when you pray for yourself, fOl'
your congregation, and for your Concordia lutheran Conference, "Lord, Increase Our
Faith I ,II you are asking God that we might "walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasinbt
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowlege of Godl"

III.

The Apostle continues his prayer for the Colossian conbTegation by asking God that
they might be "strengthened with all might, ,according to His glorious power, unto all
patience and longsuffering with joyfulness!" As a true believer, you have something
that your unbelieving neighbors and acquaintances do not h~ve. As a true believer,
:'VU hQ.v", :::. SQ~Q,", of £-!:;p:cm6t.h and pOT·TO~· wh'ich is unlimitoo. You do not receive
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strength from any power within yourself but you are strengthened with power from a­
bove2--with the power of God through the Hord of the Gospel I And this power you, as
a Christian. should apply in Gve-::y direct-lon, 'by your words and by your deeds, in
your horne (among your family) and outsi~G of :rcu~ horne (among your friends and rela­
tives), in the church and outside of the cf1UTc.:h, an Sunday and during the weekdays-­
to the: glory of God and for the se,lvQti(')r.. (1 sO'lls furc:hased by His holy precious
blood!

Above all, the powor of God enables you ~s ~ Christian to assume the right attitude
in times of trouble and trib~lation--nhen roverty, sickness, mockery, scorn, slander,
persecution and bereavement Come u~on you! Here then the Lord extends to YOU un­
limited patience, endurance and joyfulness according to His promise. Through God's
power alono you can patiently and joyfully endure all suffering, all the trials of
this life unto the end. May therefore your prayer and the prayer of our congreg~ns

and of our Conference be, in accordance with our text, that God would "Increase Our
Faith" and thus strengthen us "with all might, p.cco:rding to His glorious power, unto
all patience and longsuffering 'l-T1th joyfulness:"

IV.
And the Holy Apostle concludes his intercession for the Colossian Christians by
asking God to give them a truly thankful Sl)irit : "Giving thanks unto the Father,
which hath made us meet to bei1Q:rtakers of the inhe:ritance of the saints in light!"
Your entire life, as a Christian, both in the good and in the evil days, in times of
joy and in tim~s of sorrow, is to be one of continuous thanksgiving to God for all
His marvelous gifts and blessings. Such gratitUde is fcund only in the hearts of
these who truly realize that God is their Father in Christ Jesus through whom we
have the forgiveness of all our sins; that He graciously guides and governs the lives
of p~s true believing children here on earth and will firmlly lead them to their heav­
enly home.

The most wonderful gift of our heavenly l;'ather is that "He has made us meet (that He
has qualified us) to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light!" The
eternal joys and glories of salvation, the realization of your highest hope, is given
you by God's free grace and favor without any ~erit or worthiness on your part. It
is God who has made you His own dear child by the power of that great Gospel Invit­
ation: "Corne, for all things e,re now rea,iy!" (Gospel Lesson) It is God who, in
Christ Jesus, has guaranteed to you the gloY~es of heaven for your everlasting pas-

o Q8eSS10n.

And the Apostle expands this thought in the last two versos of our text Where we rea~

"liTho hath delivered us from tho p01for of darkness and hath translated us into the
Iingdom of His dear Son in whom we have redemption through His blood, even the for­
giveness of sinsS" As sinnors, all of us, by nature, were under the power of dark­
ness, slaves in the kingdom of Satan where there is only death and eternal damnation
without one single ray of hopeS But God rescued us! Ho tore us away from the power
of the devil and tra.nsferred us into the f..ingdom of His dearly beloved Son, our Sav­
-tor Jesus Christ! God established the Kingdom of His dear Son by sending Jesus into
-~his world to give Himself into death for your sins--thus reconciling the world unto
Himself. By working saving faith in your heart,God has mado you a citizen of Christs
Kingdom. Now you are Christ's own for lIe has redeemed you through His precious blood
and has earned for you the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Because you arE'­
~ Christian, you now want to live under Him in His Kingdom and you want to serve Him
in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, and you don't want to
create in your household, or in your congregation, or in your Conference indifference
to the Word of your Lord. Oh, must not this grace and mercy of God toward you and
toward me, poor, wretched, undeserving sinners as we are, move us to offer heartfelt
thanksgiving to Him every day of our lives:

r1ay God then grant that this prayer of st. P~ul for the Colossian Christians may also
truly be ours when we exclaim in the words of our Conference motto for this conven­
tion, "hn:d InC:L'QA(,;A (n1'1" Faith, II llC>nely, that through these words we re-echo the
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words of our text that we may be filled with the knowledge of God's Will in all wis­
dom and spiritual understanding; that we may be fruitful in every good work; that
we may be strengthened with the powex of God throughout our livest and that we may
never forget to thank God for all His tender mercies and loving kindnesses--especial­
ly for having made us heirs of everlasting life through faith in our precious Savior
and Redeemer. And through the answer to this prayer, by God's grace alone, our be~

loved Concordia lutheran Con~erence will go forward indeed! OJr congregations will
become bright lights in the community and in the world! Our members will become more
faithful and unmoveable, ever abounding in the work of the Lord in their own homes,
among their fellow believers, and in their contact with others, putting the Lord Je­
sus first in their hearts and in their lives bv diligentlv following His Word. look­
ing not to themselves or to their own desires ;r pla~s but looking to the Lord alone
for guidance day by day and making their will subject to the Word and Will of God in
all things; carefully instructing their families in the Scriptures by w~rd and by
deed (by precept and example); growing in grace and in the knowledge of their Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ through faithful attendance at the divine services and in
Bible classes and in the Sunday Schools of their respective congregations, and par­
ticipating, in accordance with God's Hord, in the voters' meetings of our congrega­
tions diligently and regularly! These then dear Christians are those things for
which you and I pray when we say, "Lord, Increase Our Faithl" Amen.

Convention Essay

! POPULAR HISTORY OF THE: CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE

by
H. David Mensing, Chairman, Faculty Committee

Concordia Theological Seminary
(CLC)

vfuy this is written

There are two Scripturally-founded reasons in particular for which this history is
written.

One is that our own people who are older and who experienced many of the events here
told may not forget, in the process of time, what great things God in His grace has
done to deliver them from spiritual slavery; and especially that the younger gener­
ation may be factually informed about their great heritage. Thus the Psalmist of th8
Lord writes, "That the generation to come might know them, even the children which
should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children." (Ps. 78:6)
And again, "This shall be written for the generation to come." (Ps. 102:18) Like­
wise, when Goa's people were delivered from the bondage of Egypt, the Lord spoke to
His people and said, as He instituted the Passover, "And it shall come to pass, when
ye come to the land which the Lord will give you ••• that yo shall keep this service.
And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by
this service? That ye shall say, it is the sacrifice of the Lord's passover, who
passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when He smote the Egyp-
.L.! _ __ _ _.,.... .. .. • ..,_. _ _...... __ 'IiI.. _ _ _ _

'-'.LoftS, emu uel.~vereQ our nouses." \!!;x. l,:,)-;q) Anyone who reacts and KnOWS our
history will recognize that there is indeed a parallel between Israel's deliverance
at that time and our own deliverance, for which we are truly grateful to the Lord.

Another reason for this popular history is our Willingness and our sincere desire to
inform others who wish to know about us but who don't have proper information. This
is in accordance with the Word of God which tells us, "But sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts; and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in YOU with meekness and fear." (1 Pet. 3:15) This is
important, not only because God commands this of us, but also because many false
charges were brought against us to the gene~al public. Although the officials of the
Missouri Synod could find no fault with cur doctrine, practice, or life, yet we have
been charged with being schismatic (inclined to separate from other Christians with-
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out Scriptural command, merely for rorsonal reasons), sectarian, and fanatic. Ue
must state the truth, both as to Scrirture~ ~nd as to the facts. (See The Truth
About Tinley Park and The Pro~eeQingA cf ~hG First Annual Meeting of the Orthodox
LUtheran Conference.) -- .- - - _._- ---

In this connection we emphasize that ~o a~0 not 9ndcavoring in any way whatsoever to
malign or cast aspersions on an~r :1.':1(11viduc.l 's character I wbether we mention his name
or his office in any certain place and time. Our history is based on facts properly
witnessed and documentcc.

Nho we arc -- The Concordia Lutheran Conforenco

This is no doubt best explained by a quotation from the Preamble to the Constitution
o~ the Conco~dia l~thoran Conference, adopted August, 1957, and approved May, 1958,
Hhich reads as follows: "In ooed-ience to the T:,ford of God (Rom. 16:17; Tit. 3:10), a
~wnber of our original members withdrew from the Missouri Synod in tho year 1951 fer
the follOWing reaSOn8g

A. Because of that Synod's progessive de·terioration in doctrine and practic0
during the two preceeding decades, in spite of much patient admonition to
the contrary '"'n the part of many pastors and congregations in its midst.
(Compare: Book of Jilemori8.12. flncl Proceodings, I1issouri Synod, 1950).

B. More s~ecifically because of
1) Its ~ionistic chaT8cter ~vinced chiefly by the unretracted 'A state­

mont'. Chicago. 19h5; and the unscriptural. compromising 'Common Con­
fession' of 1950.

2) Its tyrannical procedures against its own protesting pastors and con­
gregations, in defiance of God's Ford, f1att. 23~8-12~ Mark 10:4-2-4-5;
and contrarY t.o its mm Constitution. Art. VII." (These matters will
be explah'1l3d later • ) . ,

Now, lihile He are trying to koep this history a "popular" one, that is, camparatively
easy to read anQ understan~, it is necessary for a clear understanding of facts and
developments to go into some ~.!. (For mor ... proof and documentary evidence of
what we present here, we are including at tho end of this popular history a "Biblio­
graphy" for the serious student to stUdy carefully.)

The three large "lutheran" church bodies LCt the 11.S .. A.

For many years these have beon threeg
I. The Synodical Confer~nce, founded in 1872, (dissolved after the Missouri and

l"lisconsin Synods left it in 1963), comprisinp; in Inte yo9.rs

A. The rlissouri ";ynod (18J~7)

B. The Wisconsin Synod (1550)
C. The Norwegian Synod (1918)
D. The Slovak Synod (1902)

II. The l~erican Lutheran Church, founded in 1960, (The Ale, sometimes desig­
nated TALC), comprising

A. The American Luthera~ Church (1930), un organic union ofll' The Ohio Synod (16i8)
2 The Buffalo Synod (1845)
3 The Iowa Synod (1860)

B. And four other synods. (See Wicke's Catechism of Differonces.)
III. The United Lutheran Church in America (ULCA) organiz(;d-fn 1918, through a

merger of the General Synod, Genoral Council, and United Synod of the South.
Note that it still further merged in 1962 to form the lutheran Church in Amer­
ica, designate LOA. (See Wicke, P. 8-9! also Lutheran Cyclopedia, 1954-, page
1097, "U. S. Lutheran Tb~,olob-yll.)

llhat haplJened to the Ni!:~s)Uri SY!'P.Q..j:;o c~us",§_.2)..tr _break in followshiD and membership
c.--tth them - ... _.

(Secretary's note: Present,: t.ion r:~: this topic begins next page.)
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Our concern in this popular history is mainly with the Missouri Synod, because that
Synod was OUr original affiliatlon.

Since its founding in 1247, the Hissouc.'i '.-;:y::.<... ..::oclessec. and practiced God 's Hord in
its truth and puritj" for about 75 ye£l;r,~. l'sutt.hol1 liberal tendencies and the popish
or tyrannical procedures of ci:rcuit "vici'~Q):3" begr.n to invade its midst. (See: 1'1.
Short History of the Orthol)n:x :::ntheraf1. Co:nfe~ence by Dr. P.E. Kretzmann. 'I--- - - -- --- -,----

Ever since the 1929 convention of that Synod; there was definite agitation to promot6
the union of various "Lutheran" bodies in America. Specific interest was directed
toward the American Dltheran Church. ¥hich had been divided from us because of at
least seven false coctrines permitted in its m:dst. He were not able to make any
progress to',rard unity and union with the ULeA (lo.ter LeA) because they were so
blatantly corrupt in doctrine and Dractice that they did not even accept the verbal
inspiration and inerrancy of the Scriptures.

At first a corr~ittee of faithful men p by Synod's authorization, (lrew up the Brief
Statement of the Doctrina~ Posi~~ of the Misso~~ Synod, adopted in 1932 and re­
affiTIued in 1~, which be~an work toward a God-ple~sing union by setting forth the
tru.ly Biblical teachings and practices. (This document is a completely faithful
witness concerning those doctrines in controversy with the ALe and should by all
means be studied carefully by cr;rory reader of this history.)

The Ale did not however accept this truly BibHcal Brief Statoment and submitted to
our Synod's 1938 convention their own Doctrinal Dec~1.on (Seo g Doctrinal Declar­
ations, CPH); and our Synod's Convention of th~t-Y8ar agreed from there on to make
the Brief statement TOG:r:lTHER PITF the Declaration the doctrinal reGis for future
church f8110wship betwe~n Missouri and the ALe, ~tereby declaring that disagreement
in some Scripture doctrines is "not divisive' of church fello1'lship. This procedure,
known commonly as the ":!.938 Resoll'tions", was in clear violation of God's Hord in
1 Cor. 1810 and Rom. 16:17. (See ~ocoedings of 1938, P. 231; Proceedings of th~
First Annual Meeting 2f the Orthodox ~uthG~an Qonfcrence, 1951, p. 3)

Subsequent conventions showod conclusively tb'1t there actu~,lly was no full doctrinaJ
agreement between the two bodies I and thorefore tho 1\1issouri Synod., in 1947, retrac-­
ted the "1938 Rosolution" as a basis for establishing fellowship. This was indeecl
a right move, But it was only a "sop" or o:npty ges"..;ure, f0r in the nine years pre'"
ceding this retraction the leaven of false doctrine and practice proclaimed in the
"1938 Hesolutions" had continued tr, grow and s:pread throughout the l1issouri Synod,
as Holy Scripture warns, "A little lGaven leaveneth the whole lump." (Gal. 5:9)

Meanwhile a group of forty-four Dlon, prominent pastors and professors of the Misso~.

Synod with a liberal leaning, ~et in Chicago in September, 1945, adopted, and sent
throughout Synod a documen~ called ~ statement.

Deviation in doctrine or rractice from certain teachings of the Bible
('!details of doctrine") is not divisivo of church fellm-rship. (Point 11)
Not all acts of joint reli6ious w0rk and lTorship with persistent teachers of
false doctrine or their adherents aTe to be regarded as religious unionism
forbidden by Goil's Ford. (Point 9)
Any two Or more Christians may f:oet and rray together if they do so for a
good purpose. (point 8)
Romans 16g17,18 is not to be apv1ied to all Christians who teach and support
falsp dGctrine, but this paSG~,g8 is limited in its aprlication to those who
are not Christians. (:Puint 5)

2.

Ii statement set forth the folloHing false dcc;tx'ines in its various points as indi­
cated:

1.

These false doctrines ~r8 in dic~Groe~ent with and in opposition to Cod's gord in
~om. 16 :17,18; The Lutheran Confessions (Q£;"Y'Edia Triglotta p 2/. 1095); The "Synod­
leal Catechism" (~estion 186,D) ~ The Brief statement OI' 1932, par. 28; and the
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Constitution of the Missouri Synod (Art.II and III).

Note that in 1947 Dr, J 0 lJ. Behnken, President of the i1issouri 0Juod, announced an B.=
greement of compromise with the "State~,entaricms" that ii statement was now withdrawn
as a basis for discussion, bl.:i.t that this withdraHal "shall not be interpreted as a
retraction." Note also, how0vE:ir, that A. S-taterrent, printed out in full together with
twelve theses in its defens.a, was published ~fter t.liis in a booklet under the title;
Speaking the Truth in~. and sold as late as December, 1948, on the campus of the
Seminary at St. Louis. An exhaustive critice,l study of A. 3tatement was published in
the magazine, the Confessional Lutheran in November, 1949, and also reprinted that
same year in tract form under the title Th8 Statement Controversy Un To Date. (See
also ~ Former U.L.C. Pastor Looks at theAgreem~nt, pp. 4 and 5, bYWallaceH. '
Maclaughlin; Concordia Lutheran, May-June, 1975, pp. 36 and 37; July-August, 1975,
p. 58.)

Now all this theological confusion and dishoneety had so fully spread as a leaven,
that the Missouri Synod was ripe and ready for the adoption of The Common Confession
at its Milwaukee convention in 1950. (This Common Confession is exhaustively treated
in An Ejamination of the Common Confession, a pamphlet referred to in the biblio-
grapny. 'Ine Common COfffessrDn is a document ~hat had been prepared by a joint com-
mittee of the Missouri Synod and the A~ori0an Lutheran Church, the latter Dody not
having been satisfied with the Brief Statement of 1932. Even at the very first read­
ing, "it was obvious ••• that thiS'"«confcsuion" did not measure up to the standard
set by Holy 1;!rit and the Lutheran Confessions. . .. (But) not one of the gross errors
which had been held in the American Lutheran Church was clearly and unequivocally
removed, and some sections were definitely not in ag:reement with Scripture, the
Lutheran Confessions, and the 'Brief Statement' ••••3ut -- it was adopted by a major­
i ty voice vote in the last session of the convention. And it was reaffirmed b:' the
Houston convention in 1?53." (See ~ £i Short History_ of the Orthodox Lutheral! Con:er­
~, p. 4, by Dr. P. E. KretC'imann.) Since God in His 1,rord requires Christians to be
unanimous in matters of doctrine and confession (I Cor. 1l10; Eph. 4:1-6), this ar­
bitrary, forced adoption by a majority vote actually caused a break in fellowshiE
within the Synod, all no longer confes&ing the same thing. Tsee: Concordia Luthera~
July-August, 1975, pp. 58-59.)

MeanWhile, for already several years, hundr8de of pastors and laynen had been meetinb
regularly, particularly in the st. Louis and Chicago study Clubs, studying these
developments and voicing many -protests to the r,;issouri ;:,ynod and its president.
(rlany of these are to be fomid"in the -book, :Reports and t1emori8.ls, 1950, st. Louis,
C.P ,R or pp. 442-512.. He urge all sf3:rious students of t:'is history to study these
materials.)

The beginning of our Conference, formE'-f.::~21.!ed tto "Orthodox Lutheran Conforenc~

19.51.

After the open break in fellowship Hhici', the r;isscuri Synod caused. 'by its majority
adoption of the Common Confession in the summer of 1950, which confession was also
adopted by the American Lutheran Church in the fall of the same year, "it vIaS but
natural that ••• members of the jllissouri ~-:;~"l1od, who were avrarG of those conditions,
should be in communication with one another vihile so many [cttempts were made to re­
store Synod to tho former orthodox state••.•It was thought that a consolidation of
orthodox Lutherans was im~erative. Upon an invitation issued by the 3t. John's Ev.
I,utheran Church of O=..-:aof,ma, r'Iinn., (Geo. Schvreikert, pastor), therefore, twenty-tlYO
men, chiefly pastoTs, met in that town for a two-day session." (Quoted fromg t::- Sho3i
m.story of the Orthodox lutheran Conference by Dr. P. E. Kretzrnanu, p. 8.)

1:h11e we declared our fj_rm resolve to withdraw from the I1issouri Synod in view of Gr;J.:,
clear command in Romans 1bg17, it was nevortholess stated in an essay by pastor H. F,
Koehlinc;ur, then of DetToit, that 1'i8 wore willing to dissolVO OUT Group rrhel1Gver tho
j'lissouri Synod returns to thn Brief Citatement positon. (::>OG~ Krotzmann, pp. 8-9;
Proceedings of the First 8nnu3.1 EoeTi..I}£ o[ the Ortho<i.ox 1ld-},h8rar~Gon;e~, Sept. 25
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and 26, 1951, Essay No. Four, p. 30f£.) ~t Ol~bcna we reaffirmed our original sub­
scription to Holy Scripturo and the COllfcssionE, including the Brief 3tatement of
1932, and rejected the false cor~ession8 afOXOffiontioned. He sot forth our position
particularly in our own documents, "A:cttcles of Ae,"roooent" and "Confession of Faith
Professed and Practicod by All True Lutherans." (800: ProceedinGs, OLG, 1951, pp.49-­
55i Concordia Lutheran, Nov.-Doc., 1975 to Na~.-Apr.! 1976; soe also Lutheran Cyclo-
-nedl'a Rev; RAn tilt'! ~"PH 1Q?t:; ,.., r;Q~ "n.,.,+h rI .....v L,,+h.n....a'" " ..... Ylof',., "',..,.., "'l:' ... oP _. L .... _ --:-'ji ....:_ .... j -"l~t J:'i ";/,./J ............. .i. v ........... v"" .. v.J-'oAI.I. ... """v,u ,LJ.vv. I

Coming home to our various conGregations, we pastors continued to teach our peoplo
about the errors that had crept into our Synod and had gained wide acceptance, so
that they might join us in helping the Synod back to its former orthodox state. vfuen
we insisted that We still wanted to be patient and teach our people about Missouri's
errors, such patient teaching was not permitted but the synodical officials actively
began their tyrannical invasion of autonomous congregations. One pastor after another
was told to "keep still and not tell tho people what is going on in Nissouri." On
one occasion at this time, the Rev. F. A. Hartwig of Detroit, a vice-president of
Synod, visitcd the present ~Tritor and said, "Ve know Iiissouri is rotten. But I ..rant
to beg you not to tell your pcople so. II r·jy answer to him was the 8ubstal1ce of Ezeldc:
3:17-21: "Son of man, I havo made thec a watchman unto the houso of Israolg there­
fore hear the word at my mouth, and give thom warning from mo. Uhen I say unto the
wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn
~he wicked from his wicked way, to savo his life; the same wicked man shall die in
his iniquity; but hie blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the wick~

and he turn net from his wickedness, nor from his wicked w~Yt ho shall die in his in­
iquity; but thou has delivered thy soul. Again, l!hen a ~ightoous man doth turn from
his righteousncss, and co~~it iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he
shall die: bocause thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in hiG sin, and his
righteousness which he hath done Sh2ll not be remembered; but his blood will I re~uirc

at thine hand. Nevortheless if thou vw,rn the ric;hteous man, that the righteous sin
not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast
delivered thy soul. II Hhon the officials of various districts of Synod Hould not con­
sent to this continued patient teaching, thoy began to invado congregations with the
obvious bacY~ng of Prsident J. Iv. Behnken. Tho throe pastors still with us today
whose congTegations wero first invaded n~G Pasto~s P. R. Bloedeli H. David Mensing,
the present Hriter, and rIo L. Hatterer.

Let no one presume that any of our remarks are untrue or a libelous defamation of any
character; because the facts have been published already for more than twenty-five
years, in print, without any challonge on tho part of the guilty invaders, and with
copious documentary evidence, properly atto~tod! (For this, see the Orthodox Luther­
§n., Dec., 1951, pp. 18-19~ also the fifth installment in the series, "Lest ~.Te Forget",
under the title, "V. The Missouri Synod Invades Autonomous Christian Congregations,"
Concordia Lutheran, May-Juno, 1976, pp. 50-52~ an "open letter" by M. L. Natterer
under date of l~ovombor 4, 1951; The Tr11th About Tinley Fark" by II. David Mensing, Apr.
1952. All this makes for informatlvo ~~t very sad read.ng./

The writer's congregation, Trinity at Tinley Park, Illinois, was the first invaded.
On October 15, 1951 five Northern Illinois District officials appeared at a meeting
cf the Voters' Assembly in spite of two rosolutions of the congree;ation "not to com0"
because the Pastor and congregation were together still studying the Common Confes­
sion. Only onc of the five is still living and is amazingly considered a conservati~
in l'lissouri today: Dr. Theodore Nickel, now retired. The record shows that these
l~en told the congregation to discontinue the pastor's office apparently for exposing
,'Iissouri's false position and for his confession at Okabena. However, not even one
of the three Scriptural reasons for ousting a Christian pastor was ci~ed, neither--
false doctrine, nor willful neglect of duty, or ungodly living. Any reason now per­
naps on the books was entered later, after the meeting, that is, "after the fact"
(~ post facto). The Pastor and his 18.mily were given thirty days to vacate the par'­
sonage, and his salary was stoppod. A remnant of tho faithful people comprised nine
~oting members and their families who contin~ed to uphold the Scriptural validity of
Pastor Mensing's call. (See: The Truth~ flnlcx Park.)

70 make the record more complete, especiallz regcrding pastors and congregations now
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still with us, we mention several other particular cases.

There was a repetition of meetinGs sj..m: lar tc~ ~~'11aM~ at
mot, South Dakota g Lnnsing p Illinois, ~i:~:1nc~:,,')::'l5 a!''''.
mouth, Nebraskal and PittsburGh, ?ennsylvania. (See:
19.54, p. 24.)

~inley Park at Corona and Dil­
HeiFht of land, Minnesota; Ply­

The Orthodox Lutheran, Feb.,

"The Officials of the Eiouth Dakota District, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, thrcugh
the Visitor of the Circult, ~rranged to hold special meetings, with the members of
Christ and Centennial congrogations on two consecutive evenings. These meetings were
instigated behind the p3stor' s back and Hi thout his knowledge. • •• Rev, (p ,R.) Bloedel
could no longer be pastor of the congregation -- because he had refused to sign the
constitution of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and because he had. signed the Art­
icles of AL~reement of tho Orthodox Lutheran Conference. They advanced no Scriptural
j:easons whatever and, because of their nction, ,ialnted t~G Scriptural doctrine of the
Divine Call." (Quoted frem: Orthodox Lu+,!:leran, Dec., 1951 r p,18.)

,3imilarly, under the interventio~' of Dr. Theodore Nickol of the Northern Illinois
Jistrict, "the Rev. Melvin L. Nattcrer of Trinity cor:ere[;ation, Lansing (Oak Glen),
Ill., was declared ••• to be out of the Gospol ministry. ThG basis ior the action a­
gainst Pastor Natterer, was that ho had not signed the Constitution of the Missouri
Synod." (Orthodox Lutheran, DEC, 195~, p, 18.) It is interesting but disturbing
to know, furthermore, just how cunningly but uns~ripturally the Missouri SJmod offic­
ials operated in theso cases. For the formerly named offi~ial said to the congrega­
tion at lansing that he found a term in trebster's Dictionary, "fraud in equity,"
which should be the cause of the Pastor'R ouster, sil1C(;J he had accepted a call to a
congregation of the Missouri Synod, but he himself did not want to sign the consti­
tution. (See: "Open Letter" by the Rev. N. L, Natterer, Nov. 4, 1951l prthodox
Lutheran, Dec., 1951, p. 18.)

Both of the above-mentioned pastors refused to sign the Synod's constitution, simply
because they held that the Synod itself ignorod it by toleratinG error in doctrine
and practice, thus making suoh signinG of the constitution a "unionistic" act. Thc~s

pastors were, of all things, onsted on Roformation Day, October 31, 19511

Cn liko manner, IViissouri Synod officials lad 'Trinity IJutheran Church of Corona, Scuth
Dakota to oust Pastor E. C. Hallstein from his ~~nistry~ contrary to Scripture,
giving their roasons for this ouster nine dnys "after tho fact." He "TaS given threE;,
iays to vacate the property. (30e~ Orthoqox Luthe~, August, 1952, pp. 132 and 13j~

\ little more than a year lato:,:" on November 8, 1953, officials of the \!isconsin
Synod, in a similar manner, oustod fastor HalJ.stein :f''':'r::m his Raymond/Clark, South
Dakota parish. Predictably this occu:r~od shorHy a::ter the Hisconsin Synod at its
IJIilwaukee Con"lcn-t,icD. in O~tuber of tjdt same year had demonstrated 1ts unionistic
r.haracter by deciding still to stay ld.th Jehu rIissouri Uynod. (See g Orthodox
Lutheran, Feb. ,1954, PP. 24 and 25.)

"hat ungodly actions on the part of T1iss0uy;. nnd 1;[isconsin Synoil. officials: For, the
pastors, haVing boen ousted simply cn the o.:lsis of a kind of "synoditis" on tho of­
ficials' part, were imJnerl12toly withaut irlcOm,j and tvere t')ld to v:J.cate their parson­
ages anywhere from three to thirty days hence. Fe indoed prayed that the tyrannical
officials and. those nho followed thGir vricLed ways r8pented of these cryinG sins and.
found grace for Josus' eake. B~t Why, then, didn't thoy l5ive ~vidence of their re­
pentance? Hith thanIm to Gei l pha graciously Nas TtJi 4:h us, almo:3t every pastor main­
tatned. a minority congregation 81: 4,11 recogniz:tng him as th-,ir shepherd I and others
::ocoived calls from other fai~hf'TlI fluckr:. i'or obvious :reA-sons, Most of these pastors
l1ad to find full or part-time <"ocular omrloymcnt, for somo time to help the fai thiul
~aintain their flock and ministry and to rr~vide for 'choir own households. Yet it
~as constantly brought to the pocple's attention, and they agreed thereto, that sec­
Flar work on a pastorts part is not God's ordinance but an expodiency (Acts 18g3.
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etc.); for "Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel should
live of the Gospel." (1 Cor. 9dL~) Consequ(mtly, as soon as possiblE:, cur faithful
people salaried their pastors os rJ'ell as th0Y cou:Ld)

Pastor O. H. Schaefer, an ans'.Jcie.to paotcr of a :liaccuri Synod church in 1'1ilwaukcG,
continued to testify to his congregation an1 to his aS30ci~te against Missouri's
false postionw Finally, he resignGd on January 17, 1955 from his pastorate at Zicn
Ev. Lutheran Church, Jl'Ii3souri Synod, confessinG our positio!'.. Fortunately, theX'€- vidS

at that time a vacancy in our sister ccmgroC8.tion at Filmot, South Dakota i and Pastor
Schaef0.r was installed there on March 13, 1955, having howevor been spared the in­
human treatment Df some of us.

l'~ollowinc; Okabena and the formation of the Concordia Lutho:can Conference (CLC)

For several years true poaco and harmon;y' reigned under (;od within +.hP. Orthodox Luthc:~'

an Conference. Pastors and pooplv rejoiC0Q in their unity and mutual ondeavors for
the Lord. ~~t then a sad event occurred which disturbed this blessed unity. There
d.Gveloped a controversy in Janua~y, 1955 r8gardin('; a matter of "solective fellowship".

Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, a professor at tho OrthC'1ox IJutheran Seminary in Minneapolis -­
and well beloved of us all -- hac made a statement in a seminary class that he could
preach for a pastor who wes at 'che thlC a ",')mber cf the heterodox 1J:tsconsin Synod.
Dr. Kretzmal1Jl ccnsio.ered himself to be in doc:trli,'.\l cmd confesGional fellowship with
him although the pastor was not in a "true et::J..cl. of confession" over against his
Synod having refused publicly to acknowledge us and our yosition in doctrine and
practice as Scripturally cerrect. The professor's statement was challengod as being
unionistic by Pastor E. C, H~11s~8in of Cl~rk, South Dakota.

Despite earnest requests to retrRct his statement, Professor Kretzmann refused to do
so, kept on defending it, and even declined to discuss the matter with the Committee
on Theological Education, which was entrusted with the supervision of the ;3eminary,
He chose rather to proceed into lengthy correspondence over the issue in defense of
his false position and mac8 erroneous and unbrotherly charges aljainst Pastor HallstdJl
and the brethren who suprorted his challcngo. This arbitrary attitude defeated every
effort to resolve the matter in a God-pler.sing 'tray because Dr. Kretzmann considered
;limself answerable only to the local congregation in ~inneapolis, of which he was a
member; and, althOUGh he had been called in the name of all. ·the congroe;ations of the
Oonference to teach in the Seminary, Dr. Kretzmann would not even discuss the matter
~rith the President and Vice President of our Conference, who in a brotherly manner
Bought to guard its confessional position.

Finally, Dr. Kretzmann set a. dato (Dec" 31 1~55) bey0nd which, he declared, he would
o~egard no one his brother in the fai.th who did not Hithdraw tho "sinful chare;es" of
unionism against him 0 Subsequontly tr~ special pastoral ccnfe:rE'~ce was convened i11

Tinley Park, Ill., in J"muary, 1965, at lJhic:h a dU'Jument called "Our Declaration"
was drawn up, ropudiating the separatistic action of Dr. Krtzmann and denouncing his
arbitraty and unbrotherly conduct. It cloc:.rly sto.t.ed that it was Dr. Kretzmann and
h:Ls ad.lierents (chiefly mel') of IVIir.u.'t'loapolis) ~.Tho bad terminated tho fellorlShip and tha::,
we, for our part, continued to hold to the 3criptural p~inciplBs of tho Orthodox
Lutheran Conference. (Sea: &Brief ~story cf ~,h0 Concordia Lutheran Conference by
Rov. O. 1,-!. Schaefer, pp. 4 and 5; and "Our Declaration", Orthodox Luthe:::an, February
~nd July, 1956.)

I'lith two church bodies noy, bearin,; the same name and for several months both pUblish­
ing the Orthodox Lutheran, it was deemed advj.natle th~t we consider reorganizing and
changing our official name. The Board of Director~ therefore proceeded to draw up a
d.ocument untitled "The Agreement," which recognized that, although the faction in
~inneapolis had caused the break in fellows~ip, our retaining the name "Orthodox
Lutheran Conference" would or.ly cause practical problems and perhaps even hinder the
l'ree ('nurse of the Gospel in our midst. This document emphasized that we 1'rere deter-
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mined to abide by the orthodox teaching and practice of God's Word; but, to prevent
any striving before the world for temporal o.d.vantages He were reorganizing ourselves,
relinquishing the name Orthodox Lutheran CGuldrence, and t~kinf, for ourselves the
name Concordia Lutheran Conference. ,:,11 our co!'{:;regations voted in favor of this
action by the Board, and with the Yl3a::,: 195'1 the cbange went into effect. In due time
a revision of the Constitution was m:tde ans. adopt()Q unanimously. (See: TitIe and
Preamble of the Constitution of tho Concor:lia Lutheran Conference, adopted AUf,'Ust,
1957 and approved Nay, 1958; iiifhe Agreement", Orthodox LUt:he~ours), J::.n., 1957:
and the Concordia Lutheran, Jan.-Feb., 1977. On the new constitution, see our
Prodeedings, 1956 and 1957.)

pur Seminary and its work

With the reorganization of the Conference under its new name but with an unchunged
doctrinal and confessional poaition, we rTorc determined under God I s grace not to be
a temporary organization but to make arrangements that would help us preserve and
carry forward God's Word and Luther's doctrine pure for the generations still to come
(Ps. 78:6) Therefore we docided to establish a-theological seminary, since the
seminaries of the Missouri Synod, infiltrated with heterodoxy and supportod by a
heterodox body, were not schools to which wo could, with good conscience, send our
young men.

In the fall of 1959, tho pastor of Christ Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin was
installed as ~rofessor in the first seminary I and our stUdent, Mr. Julius Schmitt,
was graduated in 1962. Due to tho unfortunate lack of continuing studonts, however~

the Seminary was discontinued in 1968. Pastor Mehlberg accepted a call to st. Paul'
Lutheran Church, Coos Bay, Oregon in August, 1969~ and Christ Church was disbanded
for lack of growth,

Nevertheless, in spite of this set-back, we remained determined to prepare for the
future. Therefore wo re-orGanizGd our theoloeica1 training program and ro-estab­
lished our seminary on a permanent basis in Tinley Park, Illinois in 1969. Pastor
O. \I, Schaefer was called by the congregations of cur conference as president and
full professor, and Pastor H. David Mensing rras called as associate professor, Sh,:
taneously, Peace Ev. Luthoran Church, Tinley Park, called Professor Schaefer as as··
sistant to Pastor Mensing because of shared seminary duties. The faculty was in­
stalled on August 24, 1969: and our Concordia Theological Seminary, housed in the
facilitios of Peace Congregation, opened its doors in the fall of that samo year
with four students.

From its inception and throughout the years, our seminary has carefully followed G

curriculum similar to that of Synodical Conference seminaries in the days of ortho­
doxy. Although scheduling of classos is kept fleylble to accommodate students who
must maintain socular employment, we have never permltted our academic and theolcgJ.·
cal standards to be COlli3?rcmised in any .-ray. lIo operate with the express approval 0:

the state of Illinois and with their authority to grant not only certificates of
completed study but regular diplomas of certification for our Ministry.

Over these years we have ,sraduated three students: James W. Luedtke in 1975, Randa
D. Styx in 1978, and David T. Mensing in 1980. The first two of these are now serv
in our ministry, and the latter is presently a candidate of tho reverend ministry
(c.r.m.), awaitins a divine call.

OUr present need is for more stUdents. young men desiring the ministry and at the
same time talented and academically equipped to undertake these studies. Althou~1

we have inquiries regarding admission frem men of other church bodies, Wo are ob­
viously limited by our confessional stanccClrds (See 1 Cor. 1!10 etc.) to accept onT:·
those of our own faith and confession.

Some sad disappointments

From the time of our separation from Nisscuri in 1951 and throughout the years, 110
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were determined that the terrible tyrannical procedures which we had experienced in
that Synod would not influence us to over~oact to proper authority and order in our
Con~erence arrangements. Yet, i~ spite of ou~ beet efforts, some in our midst, be­
ginning with Dr. Kretzmann, did just ttat nne 0n~scd much confusion and sadness a­
mong us.

On June 25, 1961, the Concordia Ialtheyan Confercnce, in its convention, had to expel
the Rev. E, C, Hallstein from membership in t::.G Conference and suspend fello",ship
with his congreg2tion, Trinity of Clark, ~)ovt~ Dakota. This action was necessary
because he and his congregation persistently and without valid reason refused to be
governed. in a vrievance. by tho Scrjrytural objectives and Christian nrocedures out­
lined in the Conference Con~titution.·· On June-26, the same convention recognized
that Pastor J, E, Shefelt and his congregation, Trinity of Sigourney-Muscatine, Iowa,
h~d also broken fellowship with the Conferonce by their vote against the expulsion
of Pastor Hallstein and the fellowship suspension of his congregation.

After both congreGations, with their pastors, had however been given several months
to reconsider their position but gave a negative response, it was officially recoG­
nized that both of these congregations and their pastors were no longer in fellowsh:l.p
or in membership with the Conference. (For further details, see: Proceedings, 196:1.,
"Presidential Report", p. 13; "Minutes", pp. 22-26; Board Ninutes, April 4-5, 1961,
pp. 1-5; Board Minutes, June 23-2h, 1961, PI'. 1-2; Concordia Lutheran, July, 1961,
"Convention Digest", p. 103; Concordia Lutheran, October, 1961, "Official Notice", p
1'.151; Proceedings, 1962, "Presidential Report", p. 10.)

In 1969, it became openly know~ that Pastor A, J, Cordes, then pastor of St. Paul's,
Coos 3ay, Oregon, was dealing "rith his congrogation in an arbitrary and s elf -willed
manner. Both the Conference r~osident and other brethren trying to correc~ nlID
found no cooperation on the pastor's part. Correspondence and various attempts to
meet with him to this end brought no f~~it at all, At length, instead of accepting
the Christian admonition of his brethren, he resigned his membership in our Confer­
ence on f1arch 31, 1969. (See: Proceedin0s, 1969, P1.'esident's Report, p. 15, and
fijinutes, p. 44.) Pastor E. L. Nehlberg of I':Iilwaukee acceptod a call to St, Paul's
in hUgust of that same year.

Sadly, however, on June 23, 1972, the Concordia Lutheran Conference, in convention
assembled, had to expel also Pastor f~ohlber,'3 a!1d his con[;re'~ation, st. Paul's, Coos
Bay, from membership in the Conference, Pastor nehlberg hinself precipitated this
action by maIr.inc public judgements and accusations concerninG a matter of marriage
under private study by the Pastoral Conference, by hastily suspenoinf, fellowship
with his fellow pastors as he forced a private matter to be made public, and by acting
arbitrarily L1stead of folloHing the rroper order set forth in the Conference Con­
stitution, T.~roughout the contr~versy, Pastor Mehlberg gave gross offense to his
fellow pastors, the Board of Directors, his own congregatio~ and all Conference con~

gregations by showing himself to be untrustworthy, vacillating, and arbitrary. He
also invaded the flocks of other pastors by circularizing his materials among laymen
in our congregations contrary to God's Word (1 Pet. 4~15); and he refused, with the
support of his conGregation, to remove his sinful and unconstitutional actions and
to continue in the unity of the Sp3rit in the bond of peace (Cph. 4:3). (See: Boa,
Ninutes, Nay 28, 1971, pp. 1-2: Board !'Iinutes, June 22, 1972~ Proceediness, 1972, ppo
52-54. )

Happily, continued blGssing~

In our Conference we have however steadily experienced many 6Tacious blessings from
on high. We are still today five congregations with many faithful lay members, six
pastors, a seminary, a publishinc house, our own periodical, and Sunday School lit­
erature. Ue are joined together in "ono mind and one juQ.cment" (1 Cor. 1:10), in
the "unity of t:"18 Spiritil (Eph, I:, ~1-6). This of course we attribute not to our
being "better than otbers", but alone to the narvelous [';race of God. Fe, Ttrho are
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personally sinful like all men and in constant need of our Savior's forgiveness, re­
joice to confess with the Lord's Psalmist, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but
llnto tllY name give gloJ.:':r, for Thy TIlercy, an(l f'c.'r r:T.'hy t::-uth 1 s sake"H (Ps;; 11.5~1)

Our Conference, ns briefly no-:'p.d above, maintaL's its own publishing house called
Scriptural Publication3, located. ~.n 8Gattle, Vashin:,ton. Its purpose is to provide
for the needs of the COnfArO'1CG ae faT res the printf'o.;. Eord. is concerned in the inter­
est of advancing Christ's Church horo Gn oa~th. It is owned 8xclusively by the Con­
ference. Self-sustaininr and organized not-for-l)rofit, it is o:;:erated under the dir­
ect supervision of the Conference by an elocted Board of Control, (SOO! Constitu­
tion of the Concordia Illtheran Confer8nce, 1980 Rovised Edition. uu. 14-16.) One of
its chief activities is the publication of o~r official organ, th~-Concordia Lutheran,
a bimonthly periodical for the edification of our people and for a consistent con­
fession to other Lutherans and to the worl~. Its statement of purpose is given at
lenGth on the inside cover of each issue. Scriptural Fublications also produces our
own Sunday School materials for tho various congreGations and prints our constitution~

seminary cataloC, various tracts, and other literature that is needed from time to
time.

Our overtures to other protesting Lutheran LTOUPS

Ve have indeed made such overtures to seek out church bodies and isolated individuals
in the unity of the faith with us. The reason Why we include this in our history is
to show that OUT Conference is not isolationist or separatistic bdt is genuinely
interested in God-pleasing union h~sed on true unity in doctrine and practice.

In May of 1968 cur Committee on Lutheran Union met with a similar group representing
the Church of the Lutheran Confession (COLC) , which had withdrawn from the Wisconsin
S:rnod (~~LS) because of its persistent unionistic adheronce to tho Missouri Synod at
that time. Hovwver, the fact that the COLC still held the same false doctrine of tho
Church and Ministry as the vffiLS stead in the way of our progress in finding unity
wi th them. Although we hali friendly meetings witb them over two days, we had to ad­
journ acknowledging that we were not agreed reGardinG tho doctrine of the Church and
Einistry, for the COl.G still today holds that any chance gathering of Christians,
inclUding a synod, comprises "Church" and donies the unique divinely-ordained status
of the local congregation. (Seeg This Scriptural Position He Still Hold, 1968,)

\Ie also held, over several years, moetines ·;dth the Lutheran Churches of the Refor··
mation (LCR). These too were held in a friendly Spiritl but, because of a recent
split in that church body, we considered it wise not to continue meeting Hith thorn
for the present, since there are yot some unresolved questions as to wbat had actual­
ly caused the division in their midst. As to the group which left the LCR, now
known as the Fellowship of IJutheran Congregations, (FLC) , our overtures have not yet
borne fruit, as they tell us they will not meet with us until we have settled matters
with the LCR, This, 0f course, puts us in a most difficult postion since our Commit­
tee on Lutheran Union is now unable to make progress with either group.

Has the Missouri Synod improved since we left it?

Instead of obeying the command of Christ, "Beware of false prophets" (Matt. 7815),
;:md "avoid them," (Rom. 16 g17, 18), many filisscurians throuc:h the years and still to··
day cling to the vain hope that Tilissouri is going to return to orthodoxy. Thus the:!
ignore the Savior's ,-rarning and say insteadg "Don't avoid, but stay in and fight."
(But see: ~nodical Catechism, Question and Answer 186-D; Brief ~tatement of 1932~
par. 28.)

Synod holds that Jews can be saved
Christian News, May 20, 1968.)

This
t.rue
from

human philosophy is untrue because it is contrary to God's ~Tord.

also on the basis cf plainly obsorvable facts. Ve note here some
the last two decades:
-- Pastor Richard NGuhaus of the f1issouri

~ithout belief in Jesus as their Savior. (Seeg
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-- Two Valparaiso University prcfesscrs (Krokcler and Bloom) have published a
biolcgy textbook which defends evolution. (Goe: Christian News, May 20, 1963.)

~~ ;.\ recfJnt poll showed ttat about 1, 000 JJ£~stf)rs cf the :Nisso-tlri Sy:nod rejec~t

the inerrancy of the Bible. (SeG: Christ:i21.£~, HayL:-, 1970.)
-- The Concordia ThooloESica:l:. Honthly in hs ~j0I)tember, 1970 issue attacked the

historicity of the GenesiE; account of cr J2.~ ion.
Dr g Norman Habol and. Dr 0 110.1tcr 23rtlir1.g of Concordia Seminary, st II Louis D

dony the inerrancy of Scrinture. (See: Chri3tian News, Oct. 4, 1971, June 26,1972.)
-- Pastor Ro~ert Ho~r~r, author of rlis30u~i Synoc--literature fer Bible classes l

denies tho inerrancy of the Bible and the vicarious atonement of Christ and questions
St. Paul's authorship of the letters to Ti~othy and Titus. (See a Christian l~ewsp

Oct. 25, 1971.)
-- At its 1969 convention, the Missouri S~aodg

a) declared fellowship with the ALe by ~ajority vote without having achieved full
doctrinal unity with that church body.

b) approved woman suffrago in conGregations and on Synodical boards despite the
clear I,Yord of Cod in 1 Cor. 14:]4-35 and 1 Tim, 2:11 ff. (See~ Convention Pro­
ceedings, 1969~ Christian News, July 5, 1971.)

--The Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches (AELC) , a group of so-ca1l8~'

"moderates" but actually hard-core liberals of the Nissouri Synod, left the Synod
and was incorporated in Illinois on April 27, 1976. At its founding thore were 150
congregations with 75,000 members. 1979 statistics indicate that it had grown to
267 congTegations, 659 ordained ministers, 359 pastors serving congregations, and
over 112,000 baptized membors. While we left the Missouri Synod in the early 1950'~,

because of 1ts hete:rodoxy, that is, its persistent false doctrine and practise: it ir',
important to note that the AELO ~eople left it for the exactly opposite reason:
'rhey held the existing J'1issouri ;::ynod. .still too "orthodox." (See: Concordia
Lutheran, January-February, 1977, p. 14; IJutheran Sentinel, Jan. 22, 1981, pp. 24-25,\

-- Christ Seminary-8emi,nex (Seminary-in-:xj.le), st, Louis, l'iJissouri, was
founded in 197~!' when 8. larbe contingent cf professors and some 500 students left Con-·
cordia Seminary to form their own seminary because they did not agree with the doc­
trinal stanco of Dr. J. A. O. Preus, President of the Synod, and part of the Sem­
inary Faculty, They also deplored tho lack of "academic freedom" in matters of
Bible criticism. At prcscnt S0mincx has ':, faculty of twenty professors and a student
body of 200, \JJhat ShOHS the curront Ii'.x;ral chal.3.cter of the Hissourl Synod is the
fact that, as late as 1980, some ~iissoJ.ri ccngr0gD.tions wore calling ~er.linex e:,L'ad-·
uates as their pastors. (Christian Ne'lfs, Dec. 8,1980, p, ~,1.)

Further aberrations

Dr. OSl-mld Hoffman, Luthernn Houl"' spenk:;r, jo:ned Hith Archbishop Hurley of Anchor­
age, Alaska, in a worship se~cvico '(;\1ere on October 24, 1980, celebratine; the 450th
anniversary of the j;ugsburg Confession. LE:ttcrs of protest were sent to the Presi-'
dent of the r~~ssouri Synod "..nd to the V.:rc~-,oran Laymen's League, but no action was
taken against him. (See, Christian News, Der:. 8,1980, pp. 1 and 15.)

On October 26 ond 27, 1980, a joint Refonnation service with 1lltherans and Catholics
,-as helc. at st. r'Iary' s Cathedral in San Fransiscc, California. Among the partici­
pants was the Rov. Orval Oswald, Presidcmt of the California-Nevada-Hawaii District
of the Uissouri Synod. Again, no action was taken, (Seo: Christian NeHs, Jan. 5,

\ --:1.981, P' 3.)

A joint Lutheran-Catholic service lies held in the Tucson, Arizona Cathedral on nov-­
ember 2, 1980. Participating was the Rev. Hervert Schmidt, campus pastor at the Un··
iversity of Arizona, a member of the hissouri Synod. Again, ne action was taken.
(See: Christian News, Jan. 26, 1981, p. 10,)

The Presiclent and four Vice-11residents of the Hissouri Synod hold the position of \'
Dr, ~,ralter Naier, Jr. on objective justification to be at variance with tho doctrin3~

position of the S~~nod. Despite various meetj n~s the matter apparently has not yet
been resolved. (See: Christian~, various ~ssues from Dec. 8, 1980 to Apr. 20,
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1981.)

On Good Friday of this year a spt:J~ial ser~.'i('e was hF:l.d aft She:rlna.n Park I;utheran Cht~xct~

r1ilkaukee, Hisconsin (t1issouri SY::-lOd) which f::a LilC'ed seven speakers from the following
denominations: Methodist, Episcopal, Bap.;ist, Scr"];,i"l!i Orthodoy., Roman Catholic,
Presbyterian, and Lutheran. The t><3me of this f',ervice yras~, "All One - At the Cross~ '.
Once more no action wa,s taken. (8;e: :p3.d :er J,uthcl'an, :.pr. ), 1981, P. 4.)

In conclusion

The Concordia LUGneran Conference is an Bdvisory or service body to the congregatioDR
'which comprise i ts membership. It is not a "church" or church government equal to or
over its congregations. Its chief objective, internally, is to guard its confessionill
stand; and therefore, as past hi~tory shows, it consistently practices "doctrinal
discipline" so that error is not :l,ermitted to exist in its fellowship.

It is our fervent hope that all who read this history and fipd thewselves on pathways
leading them away from the truth may ret~rn to the pure Vord and Doctrine and join uc
in upholding Scripture in these last days of sore distress. t:ith the Psalmist we a­
gain declare: "Thy testimonies I have take::J. as an herita€"e forever: for they are
Ghe rejoicing of my heart. I have inc:ined mine heart to perform Thy statutes alway,
8ven unto the end." (Ps. 119:111,112)

hnyone who has read this history, who therefore knows wh~t severe trials we have a1­
~8ady undergone to keep the Lord's testi~onies, and who recognizes our Christian re­
80lve still to perform His statutes even unto th0 end, will also recognize the fact
that we were able to endure what!'!€ did and now still continue in faithfulYleBs under
difficult conditions, no+- by virtue of our Oi-m wisdom and strength, but only in the
faith of our dear Lord and Savio:J:. Jesus tells us this, saying, "'~Jithout me yo can
do nothing." (John 15:5) And His Apost:e teaches us the same in positive words,
saying, "It is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.'
(Phil. 2:13)

Therefore, as we now look to the future, we r~JC100 that we can still join with the
Apostles of old and confidently I,ray b tre de:.!.' Savior, in the motto of our JOth
~mnual Convention: "Lord, increace our fal thl " (Li..Lke 17 :5)

Soli Deo Gloria

Respectfully submitted,

June, 1981
Frof. H. David Mensing, Chairman
Faculty Committee for this Histo~:':'

(Accepted and adopted by resolution of the 30th A",nual Convention of the
Concordia Lutheran Conferenc~, Filmot, South Dakota, June, 1981.)
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BUSINESS S J: C T ION

"Not unto us. 0 lord, not ur~:o us, hut. Hn"~o Thy Name e:ive Clory» for Thy mercy» and
for Thy truth I ~ sake" (:'::'8. 11.5 g1) . 'l'Llese Ho!'ds of the Psalm:l.st iittingly describe
the attitude of all our hearts as we Y"VJ.,C-i! t'\"r; events relating to the work of our
Conference during the past year. There is no meTit; no worthinoss on our part. it is
the undeserved mercy and iov€ of our ~e~r heavenly Father in Christ that we have bee~

able to cope with the various p:L'oblems Hhieh have confronted us and to emerge as
brethren united in the faith so t~ai we can c0ntiLup. to go forward in the work of
our Lord as brethren who "spe?k the Bame thing" and are "perfectly joined together i:-:I
the same mind and in the same judgement'· (1 Cor. 1 :10).

Last September (1980) Pastor Luedtke. the Chairman of ou.r Committee on Missions. senr
me the notj.ce which he had dranl1 up for OUT Concordia Lutheran in accord with the r,',,­
elution passed at our last Convention in which t~e Committee on Missions ,ias 1'0­

'=l.LJ8sted ":'tn consultatiOi1 Hith the Praesidium" to formulate and publish in oux: "CO!~­

cordi.a Lutheran" an inv:! tcl.tion to orthodox e;J.'oups or 'Jongregations who desire furthoi-'
information in our doctrinal p03ition", •• ,(See 1980 Proc8edings, PP 56 & 57). Both
your Prosident and. Vice-presid'3nt regarded. the "~\;OTICE TO INDEFEFDEIIT LUTHERAN COF­
Gl1h;GA'I'IOFS" as being precise and adequat.e. Fe t.hank Pastor Luodtke for his prompt­
ness in responding to the Conference resolution.

Toward the end 0f Octobor of 1aet year your President receive~ a telephone eal1 from
Rev, joii.1 R, Houck, the General Secretary of the Lutheran Council in the USA, ro··
questing a meeting, The mooting Has arrur..ged for November 17. 1980. Rev. Houck's
office is in NfM York C:itJp but ne infor:.:ed me tha'c he would be in Los Angeles and
his plans '!'Tero to fly to 'Portla'1d, O"J:'egon "l.nd then rent a car and. drive dONn to
Lebanon. Our meetinc was held '-'.S sch0oulec'. How our Conference came into existence
vJaS briefly explained to him and [1;eneral quest,tons ,;oncerning our Seminary, our
pastors, ets., were ans!'>rered. I then "::.J.:"ccter'l. "ur dis~u~sion to t,he LCUSil.' s Consti-·
tution centering tho attcnt5.on on I,rticle IV ..hic:, Gtates that the nember bodies
shall work togother and worship togcthE:I' <.nc!. tbat t.hey Viill also "seek to achieve
theological consensus" by continuous sindJ· of t~e 8criptt.''';:'Gt''. I pointed out to him
that on the basis of such passLr,es as 1 CJr. 1910 there must be unity in doctrine an~

practice before thure can be jcint, Itorship nnd Hor!;: and that this WJ.3 not the c&se
with the bodias belonging to the WUSi" To b0;~trl w~.t.h. I re.ferrerl to the lnspir::JtJ.GY'
of the Scriptures, the ordination of women. unionism and homosexuality. pointing t.o
pertinent examples to prove this. The LCU~·.r\ is a unionistic organization which
harbors with5.n its midst a wide elivergonce of doctrine and practice which io con­
dem11ed by the lJord of God 9 -::,,ihile I :..rCl.S saddoned. by the utter disregard for sound
Lutheranisr... exemplified in the LCUSA Ni4:.h thGi::- aGreoment 'to disagree, I w".,s thankfl '
for '. tho opportunity to b8ar testimony to the doctrines of Holy l'rit which we in am.
Conference still uphold by Godls grace, Such con'/ersaticns 1ihieh you and I may ha')
with nominal Lutherans should serve to make us Rppreciate all the more the :pn"cious
treasure we miserable sinne~s ar8 privi1eced to possess in the full truth of hjs
holy lTord~

Last riov8mber I received a Q.uestionnaire 9!2 .the Ordination of l!o~ in Luther2J}.
Churches from Th'3 lutheran Forld Federation in Geneva, SHitzer.u:m~L I ans>mred .~>

~lestiorlllaire hy-Stating that our C~ordiQ Lutt9ran Conf2rencd rejects ths ordina­
tlon of women to the Pastoral Office on the basis of su.ch passages as 1 Corinthians
1}+(;Jl+-35 and 1 Timothy 2:11-~2. He .fln.y that our testimony may bear fruit hyawake'
ning the slulilberine; conscienc:es of such nOI.linal Lutllerans that tt:8Y mi6;"1.t return to
the sound Lutheran position concerning the ~ole of vomon in the Church.

In January of this ;','ear I received a cOlTl..J11.uni;::Uon from a student at the Hisconsin
Lutheran Seminary. This stud::mt I 1'11', C;chuInache:r. is in his sonior year 2,nd rpques ted
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any information that we could givG him pertaininG to our Conferonco. His instructor
had assigned him the task of writing "a comprehensive Church History term paper on an
original topic dealing with SOlle aspect of :l.ffioric[11.1 Lutheranisnlo 11 .t..nd since his
roommate at the Seminary, Nark Cordes, l-"ad r'r~U:L'red to the Concordia Lutheran Confer­
ence, Mr. Schumacher decided "to researoh the histc;rical development of the Concordia
Lutheran Conference." I sent him several Vlck issues of our 'Concordia Lutheran" and
directed him to our Seminary professor~ R~vo Schaefer, for further helpa Professor
3chaefer very promptly replied with a very cordial letter and additional material
to help him in his project. At the SRme ti~e, however, Professor Schaefer rightly
requested a copy of his paper before handing the finished product to his professor
in order that we might attest to the factuality of the paper. Professor Schaefer's
request is right and proper since Student Schumacher's term paper deals with us.

In Narch of this year it was suggested to me by Rev. R. styx that we request each of
our congregations' pastors to "delegate one of their members to prepare one or more
official photographs of their respective congregations" and the "pastor to prepare
a capsule history of his congregation" so that the same might be posted at our cOr.lin~)

Convontion in lJilmot, Sou'~h Dako·(-,a. Your Vice-presid.ent and I thought this to be a
worthy suggestion and imparted the request to the congregations of our Conference.
The results are apparent in the display set up at this Convention.

This last year has revealed to ma in particular the Lord's grace in providing me with
brethren who have given me splendid cooperation so that I could carry out the duties
of the office to wrich you elected me with chc8rfulness. I am especially grateful to
the various members of our Board of Directors whose brotherly advice and encourage­
ment were of great assistance to me in helping me to fulful my responsibilities in
accord with God's horde It is my fervent prayer that we may continue to go forward~

asking ~he Lord to increase our faith in these last evil days, testifying to others
by word and deed BIN who alone is the true Licht of the world and the entrance of
whose ~ord alone gives light and understanding. Our God shall supply all our needs
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

I:.ospectfully submitted,

}iev, 11, L. natterer, president

Report Of The Committee To Review The Presidential Report

Having reviewed the annual report of the President, your committee finds it to be
informative, interestin[ and encouraging.

lie thank the President for his labors of love during the past year, notil1(Z' partiCi.l·­
larily his bold confession cf the Truth on behalf of our Concordia Lutheran CcnfeT0~'r

It is our fervent prayer that the Lord and Head of His Church, our dear Savior cra-·
cjausly continue pouring out His blessings upon our President so that he may be abl'~":i

in the coming year, once again to carry out the duties of his office with cheerful­
ness.

Rospectfully submitted,

John R. Dirksen
Jtephen P. Bloedel
the nov. James V , Luedtke, chairmal1
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Report of the Committee on Registration and Sxcuses

Registered Attendance
(pastors, Dele[ates 9 and Alternates noted Rev., D, and A respectively.)

- 26 -

Rev.

D

D

D

D
Rev,

D

D

Rev,

D

Rev.

.H.

A

John and Corinne A]~quist

Al..ma Ashwege
Paul R. Bloedel
Mrs. Paul Bloedel, ;·rrarit, I'Iatthe1>?,

Elizabeth, Paul, Timothy, &Kristin
Mr, Stephen P. Bloedel
Bob Buttko
Delton Buttke
Mr. and Mrs, Marlon Buttke
Luella Buttke
Kieth N. Chancly
~rs, Ella Cummins
Mr. John R. Dirksen
Nrs. John Dirksen, and Kent
Mr. Loren Dirksen
Mrs. Loren Dirkson, Daren, Tracic,

and Alissa
Mr. and MrG. Kent frerichs,

jVlirancla, and haron
Hr. and rIrs, Hartin Hinkelman
Mr. and Mrs. Rich&rd Jurgens
Rosalie Jurgo:1s
Er, Dwight n, Luedtke
James 1,!. Luadtko 9

Mrs, James liuedtkc, Heidi, Nathan,
Holly, and Heathor

Mr, Paul F, LuedtkE
Drs, Paul Luedtke
Er, David T. tonsinc (c.r.n.)
Hrs. David h<msi!:.?, and DavGY
Mr. H. Daniel MensinG-
r1ra. Daniel Eensing, hark, and Karl
H. David l\1ensing
!"Irs. H, David Hensinc
Timothy !"]ensil1[;
Hr. Charles j'1:iHer
Ers. Gladys IUllar
H. L, Nattoror
l'fJrs. IiI, L fTa t toror
l1r. Carl Falm<iuist
Mrs. Carl Palm<iuist
Clayton F~lmquist, Jennifer,

and Collin
Dorthea Poppen
Frieda Roil
l'Irs. Lena Reil
Br. Loren Roil
Mrs. loron ~oil, and boys
Victor Reil
Cheryl Reyclts
Ilr. and Mrs. H. Beyelts
Hr. and tirs. Orvilla Reyelts
Fir. and J·lrs, Peter Beyelts
Shorry Royelts
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Reyolts

and family

st. Stephen's
st. Stophents
st. Luke's

St. I,uke's
St. Stephan's
St. Stephen's
St. Stephen's
st. Stephen's
3t. Stephen's
st. Stephen's
Trinity

Trinity

St. Stephen's

St. Stephen's
st. Stephen's
St. Stephen's
st Cl ~itephen 1 s
st. Stephen's

st. Luke's

Poe.ce

Foaco

Peace

Peace
3t. St8phcn's

-'I· John's.) v 0

St. Stephen's

st. Stephen's

st. ~~tephenIS

St. Stephen's
st. Stephen's
st. Stephen's

st a Stephen's
Sto Stephen's
st. SteIJhcn's
st. ~jtephen's
St. Stephen's
st. Stephen's
st. Stephen's

Hilmot, S.D.
Hilmot; S.D.
Seattle, Hash.

Seattle, \!ash.
Uilmot, S.D.
\Tilmot, S,D.
Filmot, S.D,
lJilmot, S.D.
1!ilmot, S.D.
l!ilmot, S.D.
Eastside, Ore.

(Coos Bay)
:eastside, Ore,

(Coos Bay)

Filmot, S.D.

1Jilmot, S.D.
j,iilmot 9 S,D.
~[ilmot, S,D.
Uilmot, SoD,
Filmot, 3,D.

Seattlo, Trash.

Tinley Park, Ill.

Tinley Park, Ill.

Tinley Park, Ill.

Tinley Park, Ill.
Filmct, S,D.

Lobanon, Ore.

tilmot, S.D,

Vilmot, S.D.

Uilmot, S,D,
Filmot, S.D,
l,Jilmot 9 SoD,
Vilmot, S.D.

tilmot, 8 1l D Il

Uilmot, SoDu
l,Jilmot, S.D.
Pilmot, S,D,
Filmot, S,D.
Hilmot 9 S.D.
Nilmot, S,D.
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Sf," ;:.;tf'}Jhen ',:;
Peace
Tri:1ity

D

Rev.

Hev.

N:c. and i,irs • Hayne Sandbakkon
Jonathan C. Schaefer
r~rs • Jona thE\l1 8c11'1ofor ;"\nd .Junathan
O. II. Schaefer C'.dviso:;:,y)
Nrs. O. lL Schaofer
Nick and Lin 8teinlicht
Mr. Jeffery W. St}~9 ~reasur8r

Randall D. ,3tJrx
I'Irs. Randall fjtyx; and Jonathan
Bertha Thielman
Mary Temple and girls

(There wore others present

st. Stephanls lTilmot SoDa
Peace Tinley Park, Ill.

:.''')CCO Tinley park, Ill.

U.lmot, S.D.
Tinley park, Ill.
Eastside, Oreeon

(Coos Bay)
st. Stephen's liilmot, S ,D,
st. Stophenls Filmot, S.D.

who uid not register.)

1nitial ReIJort, Committee Ol1 Registration and Excuses

Th~ lay delegates from the member conpregaticns are as follows: *

Peace Ev, Lutheran Church Rev, H. David Mensin~

H. Daniel Mensing
Jonathan C. Schaefer

Trinity lutheran Church Rev. Randall D. Styx
Loren R. Dirksen
John R. Dirksen

St, Luke's Luther8n Church Rev. P. R. ~loedol

Stephen Bloedel
paul '!I'. Luedtke

st. Stephen's Ev. luthoran Church Rev. James W. 1uedtko
Charles Miller
Dwight I,uec_t'ke

St. John's Lutheran Church Rev. M. 1. Nattorer
No lay delegates.

Since there are no lay ~olesates frem st. John's, tjnt congregation ~ill h~ve two
'lotes, both of which will bo ccst by their pastor, the Rev. M, L. Natterer, The
pastoral and lay delegates of tho remaining ccnsref~tions will all have one vOt8
each. Thus tht;; total num"bor of votos to bo 8XI"Jctod at this convention are 1L~.

Final Report, Committee on Registration and Excuses

There Nere
A.
B.
C.
D.

!.;.ttendance

registered for this 30th annual conve~tioL:

Pastors - 6 includinG the rrofossor
Lay Dele,_;ates -11 including 3 alternate8
Visitors - 52
Total registered - 82
at tho Sunday service w~s 122.

Pasto:':' J. U. Luedtke, Chnirman
John n, Di.rlmon
Paul Luedtko

* Note: Mmes of the pastors wero Dr't presented in the "',8xt of this report and art)
added here by the secretary.
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St. Stephens Church to host
30th annual COilcordia Lutheran
conference June 26, 27, 28

e

During these days of the
Wilmot Cent"linial another anni·
versa~Y b beinx observed in our
town, . The 30th anniversary
convention of the Concordia
Lutheran Conferenee will be held
at St. Stephen's Lutheran
Church from June 26-28. The
Rev. James W. Luedtke is host
pastor

The con\'ell1,on proper begins
with a divine service on Friday
morning at 9:30 o'clock with
President M. L. Natterer of
Lebanon. Oregon, preaching the
sermon. Pastor Luedtke will
serve as liturgist. C?n\lent~?n
St~ssion5 are open to the pubn,f,
Visitors are welcome.

P,!l.stOtS and lay dele>tates from
the midwest an'd far-west will
assemble (or their business
sessions undt,r the convention
moUo: "Lord, Increase Our
Faith!" iLuke 17:5)

In the Sunday morning service
at .1 1) o'{~l~)('k th~} spf.\aket VJiH be
the 1:/'\'. Paul R. BtOf>del of
Se,ltU"" \;V'a,sn., the fIrst pastor of
St from 1951·1955, In
thj~, service r-Iniy Communion
wm he -ee' ...brated wilh Pastor
l..o~H:dtkt: a~i HtUfg'ist.

The convention essay will be
given by the Rev, H. David
Mensing of Tinley Park, minGis,
on the topic: "A Popular History
of the Concordia Lutheran
Conference."

PI'ior to the convention the
pastoral conference will meet on
Wednesday, June 24. A meeting
of the board of directors will be
held on Thursday. June 25;

Delegates and their families
will be housed in the homes of
members, and the ladies of the
congregation will serve all meals.
in the basement of the church.

The Concordia L'-:ther~n

Conference was orgaruzed in
1951'. At present it consists of 5
congregations, has 6 ordained
pastors, and numbers;. 344-

baptized members, It also
maintains a theological"seminary
at Peace Ev. Lutheran Church in
Tinley Park, Illinois. The
Conference is dedicated to the
faithful preaching, teaching, and
spreading of God's pure Word
and to the defense of Biblical
truth over against all false
teaching,
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Report of the Sditorial Committee

Dear Brethren in the Lord&

By the grace of God your Editorial COIDnlitc8e has produced and published six bi­
monthly issues of tho Concordia Lutheran since nur last convention. We have endeav­
ored to provide a balanco of ChriSt~tereQarticles which wore both informative
and edifying for all our readers. In the las~ three issues of 1980 we completed our
observance of the anniversaries of the AUGsburg Confession and of the Book of Concord
with special material on I1elanchthon, author of the Augsburg Confession, Andreae, and
3elneccer. co-authors of the Formula of Concord. Ve have also included some local
news from our congre~~tions which was of special interest to all. Whether the sub­
ject was doctrinal or practical, our one aim was to show that God's Hord is the only
sure Guide for our Christian faith and life. While some of our issues did not alwGys
appear exactly on time, we ask our readers to bear with us in the matter of unexpGc~d

and unavoidable delays. Despite this, we are grateful to Pastor Bleedel and the
Publishing House staff for their fine cooperation throughout the past year. Together
we shall strive to improve on the time schedule of our periodical.

During the past year our pastors were again most cooperative in writing the material
solicited from them by the Editorial staff. Their response was most gratifying,
and the inspirational articles which they submitted contributed much to the joy of
compiling each issue. Ue express our heartfelt thanks for their assistance. For
any shortcomin~s in our periodical we ask the pardon of our lord and praise His hol~r

name for His guidance and blessing in the past year.

There is nothing official to report at this time on the writir.g or production of
tracts. Your Committee did net have opportunity to meet or to consult on the matter,
but we will endeavor to do so nt the earliest possible date. Meanwhile, we are ser­
iously considering putting this year's essay into tract form because of its histori­
cal nature and informative and edifyine content.

With rebard to the revision of Sunday School materials, for which your Editor was to
be assisted by CandiQate David T. Mensing and Pastor Randall Styx, we can report that
during April of this year materials were prepared, checked, approved, and sent to thg
printer for publication. These included a completion of review lessons for leafletf.
now in use, namely, Series I:A, Quarterly Review, Number 3 (With a change in the
picture for the story of the Wise and Ii'oolish Virgins) and Series II gA, Quarterly
Review, Numbers 1..L~. This Committee is working at present on the Primary revision c:~

stories in the Sunday School series and will submit the result of their labors as
soon as these materials are approved.

Brethren, in these times of materialism and liberalism, what a wonderful gem we have,
by God's grace, in our Conference periodical as it proclaims Christ and His puro
vJord to one and alll He encourage every family in our Conference to subscribe and
to read and study it for edification and Christian growth. Let us also use it to
promote mission work wherever we have opportunity~ God gxant that our Concordia
Lutheran may continue to shine as a beacon in this dark world of sin and error~

pointing men to Christ, tho only Hay to salvation and tho Hoad of tho Church, and
helping to spread His truth far and widel

Respectfully submitted,

O. F. Schaefer, Editor
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Report of the Publishing House Board of Control

Dear Brethren,

fothing worthy of special note was accomplished by your PublishinG House during the
i·a.::;"L fisenJ. year. Tho routine oj)81"G.ticn of our printing equi])ment foo. the bl-'reur,i:r<L:!
i1"SU8B (Jf th8 Crmc()J'~jE':' }:ntheI2!!.1 the quartorly .:;undrty Scrwol m8ter~.81s; ~";C'n.fE'l'.mlr:c'

statione:ry, and your aGonda for this convention met last year's printing noous. VC:.C

:1.0 1J.S equipment repairs wero necessary and ne1'" Jinotype metal was procured.

During the next year we are anticipating. in order of priority, the yrinting of the
Seminary Catalog~ some initial materials' on a re'iised expositi;n of Luther's Sma:'J.
Catechism, new Sunday School review sheots and revised lessons, and a popula:r: history
of our Conference, together vrith our reGUla~ Conference printing obligations.

Nay the Lord continue to bless our Hark in thG area of the printed Hard to the g10I'J
of His holy name.

Resrectfully submitted,

~;()v, paul R. Bloedol~ chairman
(in consultation 1'rith the other pastcI'al
m~mber of tho Publishing House Board of
Control)

Report of the Committee on Theological Education

Dear Brethren,

It is the sad duty of this committee to bring to the att0ntion of our Conference in
convention assembled the dishea:r:tenine report that our beloved seminary is facing a
Ciefinito crisis. Duriwc; the past year only one hour per week was taught by each of
our professors respectively and the coming year promises no students at all and
c0nsequently no classes.

~jhould wei at this time, discontinue the services offered by our seminary'? Should ',[.
completely abandon the Seminary Plan as inauguarated in 1968-69 and dissolve the in­
etitution as it has been carefully set up at Tinley Park and roco~~ized by the Stato
of Illinois? If this is done, is the seminary likely to be ro-established when
needed? These are indeed lesitimate q~estions which must be addressed and ansViered
8t this convention.

To help lead our Conference in various options designed to keep the Good services of
8'lr siminary available to any prospective student nnd at the same time to provid8 for
good stewardship in the use of Conference funds, your committee offors the followin~

,,:uggestions8

1. Place both professors on a sabbatical for Hork on a specific ConferC:'1,CE; l)rojeci'
or projects--thus keeping the seminary intact at its present location under
its present administration and with tho ready availability of our seasoned
faculty.

2. One project could be the completion of the first draft of the authorized re­
vision of the Exposition of Luther's Small Catechism for submission to the
pastors of our Conference four weeks prior to the 1982 plenary Pastoral Confer­
ence so that discussion of this initial draft might be placed on the Pastoral
Conference agenda.

3. Another project could be to authorize Professor Schaefer, durinc the next thrc··
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months, to visit at Conference expenso for travel everyone of the pastors of
the FLO in order to make their acquaintance on a pernonal basis and for a
1"\o"Y'C:Or'\n~' ;""+C"V",,4CT.r ~o,~+.;~'o -tor":. +ht'l";V' M""'I"\4-~~'n~' ~~A ""_'r'l4=',",r"~~_"",~1 _ ...... l"'O.;, .... ~ ..... Y'l .....1./ .................. .L.I............. ..a- •.\ v_ .... y..&-,-, n ... ....,""'-'-" ~..I- 'i V VV V".l............. \"..lo.\,..' ........ '-'.1...... .1..1.0;.;....... ~.l.J-\.oL. \wV,L.L."L ,,~O..LV.L.LQ.J.. J:lVQ .... ,",.LVJ.~O

thus to pave the way for a cordial and fruitful meetinG with this group as
soon as possible. This is in no way to ove~lap or infringe upon the work of
the Committee on Lutheran Union.

4, Another project could be to have our Professor/Prosident assigned as a Mission­
ary at LarGe by the Hission COillJ.llittee cf our Conference, perhaps also authoT.
ized to make a thorough canvass of csrtE.in desiGnated areas.

5. A project for sabbatical work fcr our Associate Professor could be that ho be
authorized to initiate official archives for our Conference and, keeping in
mind the same one-to-five ratio of their united wcrk-Ioad accordinc to our
Seminary Plan, to assist the Professor/President in the revision of the cat­
echism,

6. Still another project could. be the writinc of Seminary textbooks where these
are needed, for example, in tho courses on Propaedeutics, Old and New TestameLl
History, and in the area of comparative doctrine between the various Lutheran
denominations. Also the cOml)iling of an index of various religious subjects
with special reference to our seminary library useful for study and research.

It is our recommendation that the delegates of our Conference be siven the opportun­
ity to express themselves on each of these <luGstions and. suggestions with a view to­
ward turning the consensus of their opinions 0\0: t'JttB Resolutions CCl1\Illi ttee for
formulation and ro-consideration.

It is also our recommendation that our Conference in convontion assembled go on record
to urge our congregations not to lessen their contributions for seminary support but
to supply SUIl~c~en~ lunds to our Conferenco treasury to insure the ade<luate support
of our professors and to continuo to have Gur belovod seminary abailable to put its
services into oreration as soon as the Lord provides us with a qualified student or
students who earnestly desire to become candidates for the reverend ministry in our
midst.

May the Lord of the Church bless our deliberations at this time on these important
matters in the interest of our seminary and in the furtherance of His Kingdom here 0;1

eartb..
"And since the cause and Glory, Lord,
Are Thine, not ours, to us afford
Thy help and strength and constancy.
\!Hh all our heart we trunt in Thee. II (LB 292:7)

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Paul TI. Bloedel, chairman
(in consultation with the other p~stcral

member of the CTE)

Revort of the Seninary President

Dear Brethren in the Lord:

"Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but U:i1tO Thy name Eive glory, for Thy mercy j and
for Thy truth' s sake:" (Ps. 115:1) In these words of the beloved psalmist .m, the
faCUlty and student of our Seminary, ask you delegates and all the membors of our
Conference to join us in declaring our gratutude to God for His many blessings upon
the Hork of our Seminary durinG its twelfth, year of operation. Once again our hE'av-­
enly Father has been good and faithful toward us, and where out of sinful weaYIO'''S \i'-i

have failed, we ask Him to pardon us, for Jesus' sake, and beseech Him to grant us
direction, strength, and blessing also for the coming Y0ar.
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Toe tWGlfth year of cur Seminary becan on Tuesday, October 1!~1 1980. The stvr3..r-mt 'l-;nd.J
consisted of one part-time stu/i.ont, ;'<11'. Gora]r:' 1";. L:l8d.tke of P2.rk Forest, IlJj.nois.
Because of his necess[,,~7 s8cu~2r YTorI< e.nd oped.al :Dmi~~r circu:",,,;tances classes Hore
held. onl~l one day a week, na,~elYI Col} ':L1.18sdr.y rr~:':)ine:s beg:.m'.jnl~ at 9 ~:3C o'clock. Ai:}'
cordingly, accelol''',ti0n of c01':~f:,8S HU,S !".Jt :dCSE~.h~8. yc t pt'og:r.'e~:::. was mad6, and :k)';'.

in2I'Y standarcls we:rG m8.intr.l;1ed :\Cco:;.:r~inr: to thAi!:' oY'i[!:~.nc'l J,)rc'1isions..

During the first S8B8s-::9r Profu'\s,)r :t\I:~;:. 3inC tp'.~e;y-.t =~Oht'(,T;j G:ccl"''''1.ar II. In this r,OUTPe
the student Has f;i.von a fairly brJ.(;f :1",,'V~:rv r::£ the i'V0l:,: of the first semoster of Hob­
rew. Following this, advo,i1ced Hork in thi::, J2.:'l~.·Cl,a~Tims ;.Iucun bIt could root l:>s com"
pleted in the first semesi0r tOvC\US3 Cl the stuc1.'.mt' S ::O'J.1ecia:L circum~tances beyor1d iii,:;
control. Hork in this ccur08 wS'1.1d cc:nt1nuc if- ~~b8 s'3cond semesteJ~.

During the first semester your President i;allght 33.1I1001ios iV. This courS1j completed
the study of thE:i I'ormula of Con-;o:cc.., t:re3.ting "H18 doctril'lC)S of th:. Real Presence, the
Person of Christ, Chric-':,ls D'"3scent into Hi):;.J ~ Churr.h. ?:'...tes, Predestination, and Fac­
tions anG. Sects. Vith this course CCTl:.:<L0':'cd, the student finj.shed his study of qr
our Lutherc.n Conf essions in t:.iS ~o0I;: of Co~cc:rcl cl 1580. Tl.th a finn:::" examinaHen i;r:,

this subject en Februnry 19. ~,9R1, tb8 f~.rs'~ 8eIil0,3teT offic:'...ally C].08e(,

;'.,.ftcr <.: break r;]nsses rrJsU1lled ND.I~h 13: 1981. ])urine tho second. semeste:c Professor
7I'ionsi.nc: contin'-led his ceu:rse i:r ~Teb:!:·",~oT Crammer II~ coverinc advanced l.;ork in this
1'inO.i3.CG, (',Yi.d com:nlotGd the requirements for thi$ s'Lbject. Your Presid.ent tr:n.'..e-ht
~.Jc)£;m(1tics III add. treateo. the doctrlnos of Final Perseverance, the Neans of GI'ElC8:

ann Law anc. Gospel. Final examinatiOi.1S were given on Ju~e 2 and 59 192.:1. 9 an(1. OJ:1 the
!.atter elate the sGc0nd 8C1J.ester came to a cloGe.

During this I"'1S't school Y':3C1r WG c;.cq"J.irec: 3cr-le 11lor'~ t11801oC ical l:.C'oks ~ lCil€ out of
p:dnt, frem thG libraries of deceasec. or r0ti:r-Jd Lutheran pastors 9 and. we are f;ratu­
iul to be ablo tc add. them to our Hbrary at a nO:1i"'8.1 cost.

th again received a monete.::::y gJ.f'~ frem outside of OUT Con:::oTence from Concord Free
lutheran Church :in Uestlake, Ohio, the ReT". TI:, r,. Mu::,ller, pasto:c. This independent
conBregation has for some yep,l", sho...m ~ l1tl'rest 4.n cur ¥urk (',~.el determincG. t.e sUPliorc,
it with a voluntary off 81:.'_:1C-;. This r:1.:::t h3.S fJ8,"[J (,;lJ uckn01Tled;oo oy you~' Preside"-:+.

Du:dng the past school year 'we aCC1in :receivff1 SOilLl letters of inquiry aoout cur 88I~'

inary and its training rroc:ral}'. 'Phe fir~·t C,,'"!2 £:-o'n ]'11'. Terry Falkenberg c: Temple,
Texe.s, Hho also called us by pr.nne ane: indir.ate:~ -':,hat he H::'.3 carJ.cer:rled ab'ut the cur­
rent doctrina:'. status of the 1"1issouri 3yno-:, and that hj.G 01>''1 pastor shiueC. his views,
Your President, "by letter and by pbone, gavn i'LLm 0.11 the TieCess2.ry information a bout
our institution, including its J!i'l:i.cy 9 ]Jrog.fn.m, E,nrl req'".iremEmts fOT those outsil:e ,·f
our fellowshi:,;. To date there hae been no l:dp:2.;y from hir, T:,c sacond lettor came
from fill'. Peter Eckblad, a s+ude:1t. in philosophy and ps;ychology at the Univ8rsity ni
~,Jisconsin in 11adiscl1. Askins: for infornutie'::'l aGou·t our SO:'linaY.'Y9 he Gtatocl that lL1
is [l;reatly interested in the stuc.y of thpoJoc.:Y and -possJ.bJ.y the pastoral ministry
and is su:cveyinc l1any seminaries and tiivini+,y schools, ""gaia, a letter was sen'~ CC
him with all the necossary information, but no response was forthcoming. A third
1(3tter of inquiry carne from Hr. Richard Hamilton r-,f Kansas City, liIissouri, who g8.""
no fUJ~ther informatl:';il al)out hiGself, llUt. T.1erely requested a catalogue with peTti n8)'~
expla.nations, YeuT PY8sident sent him also R duto.iled letter 9 but to date lin h;'lS

_:8-(- rE;:pl~ eel, 1'Tevertlv:,h,ss, these contact,::; do show that OUT Conference and 2ur ~jemLl­

2 ~.Y continue to beco!'l0 known to otho:rs outside of our fcllOlfShip,

;,.;; tb re:::;arc: 'CO the new S8mina:ry Ca.·;';alee. I am hc.iiPY;';C' r0'"10Tt t':18.t P. c_raft of th'tf
.~9visicn is rca3y and will be 8UDlllitte(~ tC' tf1e CC:fJ.mi tteo en ThcolOf.::ical Ed.ucaticn ae
~'ocn 25 possible for its 2.!lr,:c;·';d.l and eventual rrrL ,+,:'nc. -hsn it is 3w~il a b18, (ilU

'-;:~1t)·,,'gGti011S wiJ1 be infcrme:l,

';i. t1. }Yc('f'cu2d ·':.hanks itl2 EckncH'l(vLge thE' loving sGr,'ice cf 1'ir::o, L DHvic.l ;.~ensin:· as
;rUHll.~1t for "UY chapol devotions cv':>ry Tuosday mcrr.:1..nf~~ Pc: fac,..~l+..y and student ge.th'>,·
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",d a-oout God 1 s ~'Jord to be inspired and stronr::thened for their tasks.

And now a look ahead to the thirteenth yonr of ou:;: Seminary wcrk~ Our student. J·1r.
Gerald Luedtke, has informed tho fac~lty that 'JocausG of his special circumst8nces
and problems affecting his home, his threo childrr"l, and his secular work-areas arc. .:::it

prime concern to bim, he fools compelled tr; clol(1y~Le res,:mption cf his studies from
this coming fall to the sprinG vi 1982 if possiblB, It still re~ains his desire to
pursue the traininl'; for the Chr5.stia:l minis-::'r~T, bu~ j:J\:Jrsonal matters in his life and
their proper resolution dernand all his time for the p~csont. The faculty undor­
stands his spocial situation and has been cuiding [.lim with God's Ford. Ve pray tha-::,
God would sustain him and direct everything in his life and that of his family to a
favorable end. i'18,y the Iorcl of the Chur(;~... make it possible for him to resume his
ministerial studies next spring:

Since there will be no fall classes this year, the Faculty will busy itself with such
matters as pertain to the Seminary directly as well as with projects which the Con­
ference has directed your rrofesscrs to carry out, such as the revision of the expc­
sition of the Small Catochism. I 'ith this the Faculty will be well occupied c1urin~- .
the coming year together, of course, with church duties for which each professor is
responsible (on the stipulated l-to-5 basis, as feasible, --Praesidium)

In this rGport I should also like to say a word about our candidate, I~r. DeviC. T.
Mensing. It is over a year since ho graduated frem cur 3eninary, and while Peace
Ev g Lutheran Church in Tinley Park Il1nkes use of his services occasionally as Iitu:c-·
gist or in tho pul"):it, all our Conference members should keep in mind that hE :is
available so that his talents miGht be used through a regular call into the minist~y

3S soon as OPTiortunity for such servico Ilresents i tsolf. God guide us all in I'laking
goocl use of our ~raduat.es in the v.lcrk of I-iis kinc:dcm to Hic glory and the 1'Tolfare of
immortal souls~

As we bring this roport to a close, we re~Tot to say that we have NO definite ~ros­

pective students at this time. :ie ND.nt moxa students; we need m~re stuc':.ents., be­
cause our pastors are gr0winG older and tho n~ssibility of~eath oriPcapacitating
illness is ever prosent, This:'is a serious matter which requires the prayerful can·
sideration of every concr0[ation in our Conference ~nc. its members, e~rnestly be­
seechinG God to "scnd forth laborers into His h:1rvest." (l1att. 9:38) It requires
further that we all set out on a vigourous :rocruitinr: venture to encoura,co young I:1"lr!

to pre:pare for the Christian mini'1try in cur mic:.st. And it also requires thnt we
continue to sU1?pnr-G our J?Rstoral training procram with genare-us (~ifts as t.he Lerd hc.8
blessed Us so thnt His Ford mny reign in truth and purity among us and among gener·­
ations to come£ jClay this be the earnest rosclvo of everyone of us: I am boing k
pray, encourare, and give so that our Seminary keeps funGtioninc to God's Glory anf
to the welfare of the Church of today and tGmorrOi,d

On behalf of the faculty and student I sinceroly thank all the members of' our COnfFJ1­
ence for their prayers I encoura[c:nent, and cifts in tho past as .wll as Peace COnt;~'8­

gation for the continued use of its facilities. God bless you richly for your intoY·
'Jst and sUPl'crt and enable you to continue to l)ray and ''lork and give for this :i.mpcr L

::mJc. and vital cnuse in cur midst se that, LS the Preface of the Book of Concort
states, "the pure doctrine and tho profession of our faith may, by the help of the
Eoly Ghost, be presGrved and propagated also to our posterity until the gloric11s

advent of Jesus Christ, our only Redeemer and Savior!"

Respectfully submitted,

O. U. Schaefer, President
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Haport of the Committee on f1issions

Again, as in past years~ your chairman can say that the work of the Committee en
Missions was not especially bUsy with any well-dofineu, oreanized missicn outrocch
program, Financial considerations nguin played a serious part in this probl~m, Al­
thou[h a comparison of statistics on GivinG amone various Lutheran church bouies re­
veals that our Conference members arc; rich Fivers Dercentaf~G-wise in relation to
others, our limitations seriously hinder our work together-in the area of missions,

However, all praise to tho Lord, the willing contributions of our Deor1e have hel~ed

us sustain the work to which W8 are presently committod, in s,ite of increasinG
economic difficulties. For this grace of givinf we humbly beseech our Lord Jesus
Christ that He would continue to open cur hearts over wider to imitate the hiGh ex­
ample of the early Macedonian believers, "How that in a ereat trial of affliction
the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto tho riches of their
lil:erality." "Fer ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was
rich yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich,"
(2 Cor. 9g2,9)

In this connection your committee chairman, on behalf of our mission conGrefation,
Trinity Lutheran Church, Coos Bay, OreGon, the Rev. Randall D. Styx, pastor, would
like onae again to lay before you the financial needs of these brethren. Thoy have
made it known, through the proper channels, their request for continuinc subsidy for
~hi5 coming yenr u The amount cf this request is identical with last year's, a swu of
$5,184. It is the recommendation of your chairman that this subsidy be [ranted once
again this convention.

In Pastor Styx's midyear report to the Mission Committee he stated, liThe voters,
also, especially asked me to include in this report their heartfelt thanks to your
committee and to the congregations of the Conference for their contributions to the
Nission Fund and to our work." Their spirit of gratitude and love for the Lord's
work is truly an incentive for us gladly to supply their need in the Lord.

A further request made by Trinity congregation to me will require some discussicn
and serious consideration on the part of the delegates and our Conference brethren.
Due to circumstances, which Pastor Styx will help expJain following this report, the
conf~egation has come to the conclusion that in its present situation its mission out­
roach has been greatly hindered due to a lack of a conventional place of worshir,
After having also considered the economic situation, the congrecation has alse found
that to take out a loan lecally is out of the question for them. Therefore Trinity
has laid before me to present to yeu at this convention the need for a loan from the
Conference Mission Fund in the amount of up to ~25,OOO toward the erection of a
church-buildinr. '

The question of the feasibility of this, all thiniTs considered, is what will have to
be tnoroughly discussed in its many rnmliications~fcllowing this report. To aid in
tho discussion, your committee chairman would stroncly succest that all questions and
discussion of the subject be postponed until after hearing the situation in Coos Bey
from Pastor Styx, and after havine heard from our Conference treasurer further how
such a loan wou.ld affect the financial Horl~int?s of our Confcrcncc o After this infcr­
mati?n is pre~ented ~our committee chairman would recommend that 1) th~ whole ma~ter
be d1.scussed 1.n an open, honest, and bretherly way; and that 2) foilowl.nf; such dlS­
cussion, a referendum be drafted by the resolutions committee and approved by the cen
vention, desicned to lay the whole matter before our Conference congre[ptions fer a
final decision.

Your chairman would also like to report briefly of two contacts with infividuals in­
quiring about our Conference. The first was from a man named Martin Horman of
Tucson, Arizona. He had contacted our President Natterer in June of last year. Pres­
ident Natterer relayed tho information to me and encouraged me to contact Mr. Herman.
This led to a phone conversation on July 20, 1980 in which I had opportunity to dis­
cuss with Mr. Herman several matters of concern to him. Since he was a member of &
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loeal congregation, I directed him to his own ~astor as the first step in endeavorinc
to hel:;'1 him settle his cC'l1cerns, To do.to, ne fu:rther deve10rment has been fcr~hcorri:r~',

Tho second contact was evidently throurh tl'':3 ";.il~1CJuncement to Inderendent Lutheran
Congregations" Hhich has been Jrintec'c thid ~>D.st yep.r rec:ularily in cur Concord:!)).
J,utheran, Prof, Hi11iam Heuser c:P. Fert 1'C':rn9, Ir:r".ia:1a, p:cofesscr there at Conccrc1ia
Theological Seminary, called me the latt~~ part of Hay to inquire about our Confer­
ence. I was not home at the tine but 'ifhen :L :1earc. of his call I wrote to him as he
had requested, givine him as much information as I could and directinG him to our
Seminary for further information. Althour,h I have not heard from him since, our
seminary president will give further account of Prof, Houser's inquiry in his reIlor~;

of the Committee on Lutheran Union.

Brethren, the work of missions is one of the fundementa1 reasons for the Church's
existence on earth. Although we are limited to what we can do crranizationallJ 'i.DC"'­
officially, let us never forget that mission work is a personal responsibility en­
trusted to each one of us.

The comments in a past issue of ~ffirm are worthy of our consideration in this
connection. "Ue can print a million tracts on witnessinG, and preach thousancs of
oermcns exhorting us to carry out this work of the Lord, but nething will happen un­
til one of us sits down with a neighbor and shares that Gospel message of God's love
He can ••• even devise a program which is 2ccompanied by a filmstrip and a four-colc):'
brochure, but not one dollnr will be raised to SllIjport our mission IJroGl~arf1 ulltil the
J~rd touches our heart and the resultins 1eve pulls our bi11bo1d from our pocket or
purse. Ue can publish tons of Biblo study material, dnd it will remain useless paper
and ink until we take the time to [ather around the Hard and let it speak to our
hearts." (Oct. 13; 1977; pars 1.)

May the Lord so move our hearts with a love for souls that what we do reflects
what is in our heart, and what is in our h<mrt shows by what we do. God grant it,
for Jesus' sake. Amen,

Respec~ful1y submitted,

Rev. James W. Luedtke, chairman
Committee on Missions

Report of the Committee on Lutheran Union

Dear Brethren in the Lord:

This r0port is an account of the activity loThich enca/,:ed your Committee since we 12.;_
r.let in convention. He praise God for His continued E::uidance and b1essiw; and bese",,(' I.

Bim, for Jesus' sake, to grant us parc.on for all our failinFs and shortcominGs.

At last yearls convention we report.ed that the Church of the Lutheran Confession ha':'
officially declined our invitation t8 meet with this church body because there waE
li..~tle hope of any frui tfu1 results from such a meetinc, since our orii';in:~l eessior;.,:
with this group in 1968 had resulted in no agreement on the doctrine of Church and.
Ifinistry. So the CoCL had closed the matter. Now in the October, 1980, issue of i~d

Lutheran Spokesmani their official periodical, an article appeared concerninc the
difference between our two church bodies on Church and Ministry. It was verJ objecL­
ive and gave an accurate presentation. It also referred to Pastor Bloedel's artic}:'
i~ the May-June, 1980, issue of thA Concordia lutheran on this subject and stated
that the 1980 convention of the Church of the Lutheran Confession rosol<sd thst its
President togethe~ with the Board of Doctrine will prepare a critique of this articJ.e
a:J.d print it in its Journal of Theo1op:~!. 'Ih:..s critical an.<\lysis has now appe2.red irk
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the June, 1981, issue of the periodical. Since it reached us only a ].ittle over c.
week aco, your Committee has not been able to examine it thorouchly, but 'we hermd+,;:
refer it to the newly-elected Committee for furthor study and review.

You will also recall that last year's co:r-'?ontion directed your Committee to resume
its study of developments in thd ~~theran Churches of the Reformation and determine
the feasibility of further no[!o-!"J.ations wito this church body. Because of internal
problems and some defections as well as other rr.atters affectinG the L,C.R. difficu1t
to determine and judGe, your Committee had ~em~crarily halted meetings with this
sroup in February, 1979. Since then, we hoped to obtain more sufficient and official
information on developments YTithin the L,C.R, Eowever, we have recelved none and
therefore did not consider the resumption of meetin~s as warranted at this time. ThleS
negotiations have remained at a standstill. A re~ooonendation on this matter will be
given toward the en& of this report.

Last year's convention also directed your Committee to resume contaot with the Fello~

ship of Lutheran ConGregations (InC), the i,;roup which left the L.C.R. because it
claimed a change in the latter's doctrinal position. In Juno of last year the F.L,C,
had declined our invitation because we had not completed our negotiations with the
L.C.H. and because it could not enter into ciscussions with other bodies unless in-­
structed to do so by its convention, which had alreaty met.

Accordincly, your chairman sent another invitation on A~ril 22, 1981, to the FrGsid~
("of' +,,",0 ti" T rt D!::IL"I.J.t"'\"'!I"l D T T4,..., .... r7 _OP ()~l... D~_T..... T"~"",,",;C"I u':;'·Fh .... ""'l':"l "Vll~·H·'11L:::)C'+ +h!:l+ -i+ he.,
v ..... V~A""" ,L." • .u~Vg~ J,.\,A.,;;)'-"V.,L. J.~o Va ~..... ~"'''' v. V("....~ "(;,.I,..LA, .J,..,.L,.L.J,J.\..'.J,,~, n,.LII"I.L.L v.I. ........ .,L ..... "i,"""'-',-J"-' V.A..U..."V ,",-v ,,~

placed on the afenda of their convention the following week. On Eay 7, 1981, Presi­
dent Lietz reulied to our letter and stated that since our Conference is still det~~·,

mining whethe~ to continue to meet with the L.e.R., and since our Conference has
taken the uostition that a "studv of T>1att. 18 :17 in the oridnal Greek will shew tha'~

a face-to-face confrontation before the step of' oxcommunication is taken is not abso­
lutely required by these words of the Lord.," the convention of the 1".L,C. resolved
"that we decline, for the above reasons, the invitation of the Committee on Lutheran
Union of the C.L.C. to meet with us," and "that we request the Concordia Lutheran
Conference to inform us of the resulte of their meetings with the L.C.? when such aru
coml!leted and Give us the basis for thp-ir conclus::'on on Matt. 18~17." A recommenda­
tion concernin;; this reply will be fcrthcomin,!, at t:1e close of this report. It
should be clear to one and all that while our Committoe on behalf of the Conference
is actively tryinc to wor:tc toward a Godpleasing lmion on tbe basis of God's Ford,
other ~70Ups, by their answers and actions, serve only to fr~strate our efforts and
make negotiations imiJossible. Ue deplore this r;rently but continuo to pray for God':3
cuidance also in this vital work of the Church.

It will also be remembered that at last year's convention discussion centered on con­
tactinc conservative, independent Lutheran c,,;nre":ri,,gations, this to be the chief resJ)on
sibilityof the Co~~ittee on Missions, witha~ossible overlap into the functions of
the Corruuittee on Lutheran Union. By resolution of the 1980 convention an announce­
ment was placed in each issue of the Concordia Lutheran inviting such conGregations
as desire information concernini:5 our Conf GrelW0 and its doctrinal position to call 01:

write the chairman of our Missions Committee, also giving a resume of their current
siuAation. Whether there has been any response to this notice will be mentioned by
Pastor Luedtke in his Mission Report.

Speaking of contacts from outside our Conference, there were two which Gho~ld be mer·
tioned in this report. Last ~ebruary President Natterer forwarded to your chairma r -l

letter of inquiry about our Conference from Mr. Ray Schumacher, a senior studen+. ae
the Seminary of the JTisconsin Sunod in Mequon, \H. Nr, Schumacher learned aoccu-L o:'~

church body from his room-mate, Mark Cordes, son of Rev. Alvin Cordes, formerly witt
our Conference, and desired information about our group in order towrite a church hl ­
tory term paper. lie were happy to comply with his request, and not only your <.;h"'ir­
~an, but also some of our pastors supplied various materials to him for his writing
project. We sUGGested that he submit a copy to us when finished for our ?erusal to
tnS1JT8 its accurA.cy and factua1nesFY. In early April W8 roceived this cary; it was 2:

, ......... ,.
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:.o,aE8s long, Both professors of our Seminary read and examined it most carefuL1.y, and
T.J}:yUe we found it to be well writbn and in ceneral 0 bjective, we did SUb!lllt to NL

Schumacher our comments, suggesticns, and such ch[.~rcs in his paper Hhich we believed.
would make it clearer and mere factunl. Ono cC'.n onJy h:JptJ that others outside cf QUi.'

Conference will read this paper 8nd (-lOC.:l infcrT::"l."cicn that is historically correct
8.bout OU1' church body. Ny sir.c0rc tb5.nk~ ~c CJ.r' pnstc:::'s fcr their excellent asaist­
ance in this mattor,

The second contact came by means cf a telo-:-,i-.01W calIon fllay 29th to both professors
from Prof. Uilliam Heuser c.f tho IU_ssouri Synod Seminary at Ft, iJc:yne, Indiana. He
had become acquainted with our Ccmference thrcu,':, cur Concerdia Lutheran in their
Seminary library and desired further infox~ntio~ about us, including whatever materi
als mif:-~ht bo available for his study. lie j-H-..:rG happy to talk Ifith him nnd sent him 8­

copy of our 1980 Proceedings and a copy of "The Truth About Tinley Park" together wiD"
copies of our Conference Constitution and Seminary Catalor, We also promised to S8ThJ

him a CO])y of this year' s Proceedings, Which will ccntain the Pupular History of cpr
Conferenco, prerared as an essay by pas Gor I"iensin!:;. In his conversation with ue Frc';'
Houser admitted that he personalJy reGards our Conference as conservative and. c:rthc-·
dox, and we encourafed him to speak this way openly 5S firm testimony on our ba~alf,

0nly the Lord knows hew He will bless this contact with our church body.

Now we offer the followinf recc~~endations:

1) that durinf the coming year the newly-elected COj~~ittee on Lutheran Union
make a definite cecision on the ccntinuation of n8fctiations with the LoC.R.
and inform its Commission on Doctrine and Practice of the reasons for its
decision.

2) that the newly-elected COillBittee on Lutheran Union reply as soon as possible
to the Nay 7, i9bi, letter of thE;> ohairman of ·~he F .L.C., which d.ecli!led our
invitation to meet Hith t~em, 3nd cive a complete and Scriptural answer to
the re~u8sts made in their convention resolution.

Pith this we brine- our report to a close, Dear Brethren, may the Lerd cf tho Churd
help us to continue to mnnifest the wonderful att~tud.8 0f Luther, who said,
ItI shall de and suffer r.iS much as I pcssiiJly CI"c~l to achieve a true, sound lierman6nt
unity!"

Respe-::tfully subm~~tted,

R\:Jv. O. F. i3chaofor, chairman
lkv. Handall D, Sty-A
Pref. B. Da,id Mens~n[

Cu.ndidato DC'lid T, Nensinc
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IVjlSSJC';,~

442.50
120. or,

3000,00
1200.00

2648.39

CO:FCORDIII. WTHER1I.N COI-:FERLNCE
1980 - 81

SENINARY
3000.00
1184.00
5725.00
3720.00
534.50

~~==~ ~F;i=n~ancial Report for Fiscal
REC11iIPrS GENERi.L

st. John's - Letanon 600.00
st. Luke's - Seattle 216.co
Peace - Tinley Park 1030.C0
st. Stephen's - Wilmot 360.00

I . .t (1 B 1
17

':1'6' •• ')70MRfe~t -E~~R~n('~Y * ) lj,

1980 Convention Coll'3ction 91.95
Seminary Loan Payment 200.00
Corl.corcl F'ree Luth Cl-l D - Ohio ~t*

Stock Payment
Joint Refcrmation Festival (Vest Canst)

TOT1,1 ti 2,855.92

::.;xPE)\'I)ITURESr nt=nt L "L"1'fT"·D :BUDGI~TED
--I..T.t'.il~Ll-U-l. r ul\j --

Opere Sbsy. 3cri~. Pub. 1200.00
Telephone 150.00
Travel 600.00
Convention 300.00
Tuition Matching ProbLum 100.00
Miscellaneous 300.00

TOTAL $2,650.00

R14-,191.25

Yr. TO DATE

1200.00
203.22
531.00
235.77

22.00
329.20

$2;521.19

82.00
$7 /r'9. 2 •89

UNEXPENDED

- 53.22
69.00
64.23
78.00

- 29.20
f!128.81

Loan from Genernl Fund'status:

- 16.87
- 19,90
- 10.50
-216.80

-~; 26h. 07

Balance Due: $1,200 (,0

7272.00
4092.00
2388.00

100.00
28.87
88.90
85.50

236.80
~17+, ?92. 07

Paymonts: $200.00

7272.00
4092.00
2388.00
100.00

12.00
69.00
75.00
20.00

$11i-, 028.00

--SEr'iINfiEY FmID-­
Professor's Salary
Housinr Allownnce
Assoc. Prof. Salary
Fncilities
Library
Stock
Puriodicals
~1iscellanoous

TarA1

--MISSION FUND--
Mission Subsidy - Trinity, Coos Bay

5184.00 5184.00

NET CHANe:
+ ,<":l1L ,,)',

./..,T'1'c i.)

-,,10(: .~'
+ 2308.89
+ 124.CI)
+ 758,1'7
+ 739.62

+ 5,Y)
+ 283oG~

CURP~NT BAUlNCE
3233.82

70.67
28233.51
1485.26
7976.93
8286.08
100.81

2321.36

t;51;708,i+4

EXPENSES
2521.19

14292.07
51c4.00

RECEIPTS
2855. 9;~
1~'19L25

7492.89
124.00'"
758.17-»
739.62-;('

5.50-l'e
283. 63**_* ___

,~26,l~50.ge :~21,997.26

l-'REVIOU~; BA:I.tkNCE
2899.09
171.49

25924.62
1361.26
7218.76
7546.46

95.31
2037.73

$47,254.'12TOTAL

S!JMl''lARY OF FUNDS
Genernl
Seminary
Mission
Library
Building
Retirement
Travel
TUition

* Interest Income - Total Interost this yonr~ $4,631.78
~:-* An inde})ondent- Lutheran conGregation interested in our Conference.
**-)f This consists of ~ $76.00 Tuition Payment, ~22.00 Tuition r!]atching Payment enit

$185.63 Interest.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeffery H. styx,
Treasurer - Concordia I~theran ConfGrencc

- 32 -

1981 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



Report of the Finance Co~~ittee Concerning the Past Fiscal Year

Dear Brethren in Christg

Praise to tho Lord for His cO;1tinuod bhJGsinG te our Conference's continued financ _
solvency; noting especially that -:'his year our funds have exceedJd (;;50,000.00 as HeJj
as a $4.500.00 increase in the past year.

Throughout the past year one savings certificate was closed out and two others were
opened, those beinG a Super T certificate and a 2t year certificate. Presently theTo
are a total of eight accounts; one checking, three passbooks earninf-; .5t%, three DuI':c
T money market certificates earning anywhere from 710 to 141; 8.nd one 2t year money lili',-::­

ket certificate earning 12%. Intorest rates this year were a bit lower than the pr~­

vious one yet we still Gained approximately $4,600.00 in interest earnincs.

This year once again our west coast congregations had a joint Roformation Festival
of which our conferonce ~'lissicn :F'und has received $82.00.

Concord Free Lutheran Church in ~Jestlake, Ohio has once aGain shown their continued
interest in our conference and have given $12.00 to our Seminary.

Requests for pledges to the Conference for the coming yoar were sent to the congre­
cations in late March. Responses to theso requests were very slow this year so your
committee was not able to submit a proposed budget to be included in tho prospectus;
the last response not being received until just days before the convention making tho
committee's work on the budget difficult.

In general the D8st year has been n positive one fer thoro has been an increase
in all funds over the year (not countinG the Seminary loan payment). We have hold
fairly closely to our budget with the excoption of the telephone where there were a
few excessively large bills from the midwest and I would remind all of the need to
keep calls short and to the point.

May we continue thon to carryon in our efforts and support of our conference for
there should be no question of our Lord's JJrotectinr; hand ovor us. t·1ay He continue
to bless us, strengthen and guide us to do the work which He has entrusted to us a~ _,

Respectfully submitted,

The Finance Co~~itteel

Jeffery W. styx, Chairman
Loren Dir~~en

Dale Ellis
lCent Frerichs

Report of t.he Finance Committee
Concerning the Pro~osed Budget for Fiscal Yoar 1981 - 1982

Dear Brethren in Christ:

The past year has seen hardening economic times on at least one especially, if not
all of our congregations; one of which is for the most part unemployed. These thi:L1P;;s
would of course be reflected in the pledges to the conference.

The pled.ges to the conference this year are as fO}J_DWS (peL' month):
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(-15.00)
(*~O.00)
(-22.00)

st. John's
st. Luke's
Peace
St. Stephen's
Trinity

General
50.00
18.00
90.00
30.00
10.00

Seminary
250.00
72.00

4-60.00
350.00
40.00

Mission
40.00- (+10.00)
10.00

235.00 (-15.00)
100.00

In li~lt of the conomic conditions and in spite of some decreases in pledges there
also have been some increases to offeet that change which leaves the General fund
pledges unchanged, the Seminary fund slightly up with one $40.00 increase as well as
two decreased pledges of $15.00 and (~22.00 leaving a net gain of $3.00 per month and
in the Mission fund a sli{:.,h-t decrease noting a ::. is. 00 decreased pledge and a $10.00
increase thus a net loss of $5.00 per month.

Your Finance Committee was very happy to see these increases in both the Seminary and
Mission funds for without them and with the other decreases would mean very definite
cuts in the bUdget, any of which would have been most difficult to make.

Because there have been no new requests for increased funds and with the pledges ap­
p~oximately the same as last year, as an initial proposal your Finance Committee
would propose that the coming year's budget be identical to the past fiscal year
which is as follows:

Genral Fund
Scriptural Publications

Operational Subsidy
Telephone
Travel
Convention
Tuition Matching Program
Miscellaneous

1200.00
150.00
600.00
}OO.OO
100.00
300.00

qom'; Y\~ V1'" '[i"\,'1""A
l..J_~"""'~~""J J.' ""'.L.L1",L

Professor's Salary
Housin~ Allowance
Associate Professor
Facilities
Library
Stock
Periodicals
Miscellaneous

7272.00
4092.00
2388.00
100,00

12.00
69.00
75.00
20.00

Mission ?und
Trinity Subsidy

5184.00

This proposal should keep us solvent in the coming fiscal year.

Lookin6 ahead now we might focus our attention on the Missionary needs of the future.
Please recall in the last fiscal year's report concerning the past fiscal year
(1979 - 1980) a special note concerning our interest earnin65. It was pointed out
that these Mission funds can very well be invested where the interest would not be a
monetary one but rather a spiritual and therefore a far more valuable gain. Special
consideration should be given to the Mission Committee and the requests made through
them. We could have a most valuable investment with careful considerations. Serious
considerations should be Given to these mission endeavors and your Fincance Committee
requests you so to do, under the Lord's guidance.

Respectfully submitted,

Tne F'inance Committee
Jeffery w. styx, Chairman
Loren Dirksen
Dale Ellis
Kent Ii'rerichs

Concordia Lutheran Conference Auditors' Report

Havins been selected as auditors by Peace congregation, and after havinc observed the
records of the Conference Treasurer, we, the ,undersigned, find them, to the best of
our knowledge, to be correct, accurate, and well maintained. RespectfUlly SUbmitted,
H. Daniel Mensing and Gerald M. Luedtke. June 23, 1981
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SCRIPTURAL PUBLICATION3
(Concordia Lutheran Con£e~nece)

Financial Report .
6Tf1Go---=-5/'31/81

't

Cash Balance, June 1, 1980

~dd Cash Recei~tsg

Sunday School Lessons
Special Printing
Concordia Lutheran Subscriptions
Conference Subsidy
Bocks and Tracts

TarAL P.ECEIPrS
Total Cash Available

Less Disbursements:
Gas and Electricity
Rent (P. F. Luedtke BuildinG)
Material and JAbor Costs:

Sunday Scheol Lessens
Concordia lutheran
Other Conference Printing

rIJ.ailing Costs i

Sunday School Lessons
Concordia Lutheran

Equipment and Supplies Purchased
EqUipment Repairs (Materials Only)
Property Tax

TarAL EXPENDITURES
dash Balance, May 31, 1981

$ 20,81

c" 374.40'l-'

105.00
267.50

1200.00
68A2

2015.32
$2036.13

62.68
650.00

28.81
962,71
12.64

141.00
33.00

121.28
24.01 2036.13

t" 0.00~

Fetty Cash $ 6.61
Fixed Assets 5033.2S*
* Original Investment - not adjusted for Depreci~tion.

V. K. Dlcedel, Business ManaGor

Report of the Ccnventicn AuditlLC Co~~ittee

We have examined the books of the Businccs ;'lanager of tho Publishing Hot'GG.

Scriptural Publications, and have found them to bo in good order. We commend
him for his very thorough and accurate r~co;~s.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. O. U. Schaefer, chairman
Loron Dirksen
Charles Hiller
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1980-1981 "tatisUcnl ~',8iJort

Conccrdin lutheran Conference
(6/1/80 - 5/31/81)

"c Trinity Luthoran Church rents worship facilities

TOTAL
,.-:)

6

335
238

77
71

102

11

21

13
1
6

".J

4
:;,

15
1

41
10

'+3
5~:

Ji~.. ~,

10,1.

'-))627,700, (:

(Sst,

o
o
1

o
4

o

o
2

3
2

.2

10

16

1

22

18

7
2

o
o
o
o
2

4

o
8

2

8

2

()

2

2.5

1

85
56
21

21

1.2.5

5T,
STEPHEN'S TRIEITY

1

1

2

2

1

2

o
9
1

8

5

L~

2

.36

22

1

87
66
15
20

ST,
JOHN'S

2

o
8

1

6

o
o

o

o
1

1

7

.67

11

1

42

24

10

10

Confirmations of Adults i

Adult Baptisms 0

Confirmations of Children 2

Infant Baptisms 2

Adults Regularly Attenclin;' 28
the Bible Classes

Communicants heceived(Eew) 3

Severances 8

T. PAROCHIAL (of MemlJer Con[~e~ations)
ST.

Number of Congrecations PEACE Lu~'S

Ordained Pastors (inclu-
din~ one assistant pastor) 2

Baptized Members 99
Communicant Members 74
Voting Members 24

Children in the Sunday 18
Schools

Marriages 2

Burials 0

Sunday School Teachers Lj,

Superintendonts 1

Elected Church Officers 12

Orfanists 2

Choir Members 11

Concre6ations ewninc T~eir

Church Property
'7·6Total AcreaGe "

Total Valuation of Real
Estate

II, INSTITUTIOEAL (Of cur t3eminary)

Professc~s 2

Current Students 1

Graduates to Date 3

(Secretary's Noto: Tho information
on this page was presented i~ two
pages ~t the Convention.)

Respoctfully submitted,

/

David T. Hensinr9 statistician
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Mem.rial to the 1981 Conven~ion .f the Concordia Lutheran Conference

vm::;REi.S: at the worthy SUL;e;6sticn of our Fub1ishint !-icusc::mr Conference decl2,~eJ.

itself in favor 0f estatlishin~ a Jonferen~e hook house f~om which es­
"'ecial1y cur mcrnbcrphiD coulcl "urcha5c 'cooks, the orthodoxy of which they
coulee, be aS5u~t'd; l~ut

~JHDRGi,S: it ho.8 r2mained unfc'isa.ble to cli-.t" to (,xtab] ish S,lO" a book house> and

'l:EnLu,~;: it arrpears that it shall be some tiJ:1,C Y8t before i ~ is fcasablc. to 0.0 so:
and yet

',;,;hIji:8,i0: i:1 tte me ar.tine all knowr. ",xis tinE: sourC2S of books continUe to sell an
undifferenti(lt,cd Idxtur'G of orthoc~ox ar.ci heterodox cooks, ariions "hich tnq
purely orthouox aTe a. VtTY smaJ1 minOT} ty; and

',:i:l"HLilS: our r:,cn'b8rs Uwrcforc continUe havin, to HonLl(~r r<):lrLin,~ tree ortil0c.oxy of
books Hhich they ~ r0 considerin:, ',urchasin,;; anu

··"HLE~i~S: our mt:mbcrs t consul tin:_~ the.. ir rGs'~GctivG tJastors J,ffcrds them thG ac.vantClLC

of only one morc inc~ividual':::; iLTsona] knowl ,;d" L ;

ThiR;:;FOhb 3D IT HiSeLV...,D: thee -;:, all our 'G,S tors COi, iiL. this F.c.r in vdTious Cct t8-'
e.ori~s a list cf ~:ooks \. inc] udin~~: thl. ti tJ L, ttuthor, ... nJ. d nc..tional sourc~;

Hhier. they Ln01'i tebe ortLorlox c:r n,;'irly cO'Tlpl;,t,~Jy so - iL "hid1 case thoy
shoulc~ make ,,,1) rro::::ria to c0I1mcnt2; and

BE IT F1JET~-r~l~ ~~2S0LV.L..jl): th:~·~t d~rinL o::c iJcforo L-r;ril lSi82, they send thDir lists to
one whe s:'jall be; ~hos,';n ,1 t this cOYlventj on ,ceS a cOI:lpiLr, HLo, in turn,
shall r;l'2par2,.nd QuplicJ.tG it C'cmpl"to lifC,t for distribution to tho pctstcrs
at thc: r.2Xt convention in suffieivnt quantity that the Jcistors may also
distribute:: a sliall numbvr at their ,:Jis,crG,,;i::m; (Lnd

Bi: IT FLiRT}}~R h;:.;sr)LVL'..::J; to aiel thL: pastors in TjrCl,aring their incLiviLLuiil lists, thdt.
the comy)ild' tLis !\u:',.;ust sc:r.Q to C2.0;1 ,:C2"~,tor a bJ.arlk fonl with tcpical
hcddinr: s (.)S, foY' cxampli:" "Dc~~trin'il", "Devotional". lip olemical". "Family
Co"ncc ll·n,·,11 "Ch--l"~cnJ~ B k~1I c"c') ~nr1U -:;, b p l.;.l '.... .I...L J. 0.00 0 , v 1__. I....-V U

BE IT FUHTHiIl RESOLViD: that in subsequc.nt y'.,1r2 this list be annuu.J,ly au:.m(;ntcd in
a syst8r,1 'dhl';n::by tt:e T'ilstors, as they read nU'J beoks dnu find ':,hcm to be
orthodox, send a ,)cst card (listin, c».te2.:0~y, ti th., aUvhor, a nationd,l
source, axd o.Jm::'c)priatc ccnnents, if ar.:;) to 3, compiler \,ho shall bc ch.Jsrl
or a'inOintLt.1 annually by the Publishint house boa::c'Q of Centrol, the Eoar':~

of Directors, or thee, Conv';ntion. '

'I'his 1'/cn0ri;1 is submitt,::cl by resolution rf Trinity LuthcFm Church :'.1', it::,
rc.uldT ml:ctin: :Jf Sunday, Larch 8, 1981.

Loren Dirksen, ~)ccrcti1ry

Rev. Randall D. Styx, Pastor

_ L>j •.
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MDiUTES

OF THE 30th ANl\1JAL COl\\lENTION OF THE CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFEP.EtlCE

June 26 - 28, 1981

/'

(Secretary's note: In these minutes I have underlined key words or phrases to aid in
finding specific subjects. The asterisks (*) in the left margin mark passed motions,
actions, or decisions of the Convention other than routine reception of reports, etc~

The 30th Anniversary Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference opened at
9~30 a=m~ on June 26, 1981, at st. Stephen's Evangelical Lutheran Church of Vilmot,
South Dakota, with a Divine Service in which President M.L. Natterer of Lebanon,
Oregon preached a sermon with the theme "Lord, Increase Our Faith", based on
Luke 17: 5 - 6. The local pastor, the Rev. James W. Luedtke, served as liturgist.

The Convention proper was opened by President Natterer at 11:17 a.m. with a prayer
for a brief opening devotion.

The first matter of business was the appointing of convention committees presented
in the convention Prospectus, page 2. The appointments were:

Auditing Committee: Pastor Schaefer, Charles Miller, and Loren Dirksen
Committee on Registration and Excuses I

Pastor Luedtke, Paul Luedtke, and John Dirksen
Nominating and Elections Committee:

Pastor Bloedel, Dwight Luedtke, and Jonathan C. Schaefer
Resolutions Committee: Pastor Mensing, Stephen Bloedel, and H. Daniel Mensine

The initial re ort of the Committee on Re istration and Excuses was given by
committee member John Dirksen. See 27 of these Proceedings.) It was moved
and seconded to receive this report. motion was carried.

The annual report of the President was given by Pastor Natterer. (See page 24 of
these Proceedings.) Vice-President Schaefer took the chair during this report.
The President reviewed some of the activities of the past year, including the
Praesidiumts review and approval of the Mission Committee's announcement to inde­
pendent Lutheran congregations for our Concordia Lutheran, various contacts made
between him and certain of other Lutheran organizations, and the request to our
congregations for displays for this Convention. It was moved and seconded to
adopt this report in the usual manner, subject to review. The motion was carried,
and Vice-President Schaefer appointed the following review committee:

the Rev. James W. Luedtke, ~~. Stephen Bloedel, and Mr. John Dirksen.
President Natterer then resumed the chair.

There were no new members to be received by this Convention.

The Press Committee Report was then given by Vice-President Schaefer. He reported
that the committee had consulted together to prepare an article for inclusion in
the local lJilmot "Enterprise" and in the Vatertown paper and had encourased the
local pastor to submit it to said newspapers for publication. He noted that the
article had appeared exactly as requested. (See page 28 of these Proceedings,)
Pastor Luedtke noted that a copy of this article would be available for all to see,
The motion to receive this report was carried.

The morning business having been completed, the Convention recessed for the noon
meal.
The Friday afternoon sessions were opened with a devotion led by the Rev. James W.
Luedtke. The assembled delegates and vi$itors sang Hymn 264. Pastor Luedtke read
James 1: 2 - 25, and offered a prayer.
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Pastor MensinG was then given the floor to present the first portion of the cor.ven·
tion essay, "A Porular History of the Concordia Lutheran Conference". , Before b8­
ginning the essay, Pastor ~'lensinr:: note,:' that h6 had already received a numbe;:- of
inquiries and requests for copies of this history, includinG one from the Concor'
dia Historical Instit~te, of the Missouri DynoQ, which he read to the Convention
together with his reply. (This essay begins on p. 10 of these Proceedings.)

In the course of the discussion, comment was made concernin[ the m~ny primary
sources used in the preparation of this essay. It was mentioned that these mater­
ials, especially those cited in the text and biblio[raphy of the essay, oueht to
be reprinteQ and/or kept available for reference and proof of the facts outlined
in this historical essay.. It was said that t.he Board of Directors should take th:'L.3
matter under advisement.

Also discussed was the often unrealized fact that seme of these major organizations
which call themselves Lutheran are so in name only, and that this as well as the
great similarity in official names of the various orGanizations Jeads to much
confusion for the indivicual seeking a proper understanding of the history of
Lutheranism in America.

After the first portion of the essay was presented, President Eatterer noted that
there had been an inadvortent omission from the Afcnda; namely, the mattor of the
Statistical Rc~ort of the Conference. There beinG ne objection, the Conference
statistician was asked to mako his renort at this time, (See na~e 42 of these
Proceedinp's. ) Most discussed in conn~ction with this rep~rt w~s--the inlusieD of
cains and losses by transfer under the headings of members received and severClnc",c;.

* It was moved and secondec. that the Conference ctatistician in subseQuent reports
distinruish between cains and lesses by transfer and those by ether circumstance,
The motion, after much amicable discussion, was carried. There was also some
Question re[;arclinr; listinr:: lay surerintenc'tents of our Sunday Schools and not in­
clUding the pastors, whc, by virtue of their office, are also considored to be
such. It was mentioned that the requests for this information refer only to lay
superintendents. SugGestions W8re heard to ~liminatc this itom from the report OJ:
to clarify it 'by inserting the lwrd "lay" lJefore "superintendent". No formal pro-

* ceedure was prescribed. It was also moved and seconded that from now on the numbo;:
of c,r.m.'s be recorded, as well as, when the time should come, pastors emeriti.
The motion was carried. It was then moved arD seconded to roceive the report and
this motion was also carried.

The afternoon break came at this time.

Followinc the break tho Finance Committeo roportod concerninG the vast fiscal yoar 1

which, it was noted, Has a very positive one. Information was requested concerning
the Concord Free Lutheran Church, which had contributed to and expressed interest
in our Conference and its seminary, It was noted that while we had net so far de­
tected a point of disagreement in the discussions held with their pastor some yearn
ago, we had not reached the point that we could consider ourselves in fellowship
with them. It was noted also that in the liGht of recent letters by their pastor
published in "Christian News", our reception of their offerinrs mj Cht neeel 'co be
reassessed. The Chairman of the Committee on Lutheran Union SUE;r;ested that tho
first step shoulc'. be to make contact with him aW.lin personally and talk things cu'::',
Following this discussion i5 was moved and seconded to receive this re~ort of th~

Finance Committee with thanks to the committee for their work. The motion was
carried. (See page 39 of these Proceedings.)

Following this report the election of officers and committees was conducted,
Nominated for Presidents ~astors Natterer, Styx, Luedtke, and Schaefor

Elected: ~.L. Natterer
•

Nominated for Vice-President: Pastors styx, Hensinf" Bloedel, and LuedtI~e

Elected: H. David MensinG
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l~ominated for Secretaryg rastors Luedtke and. styx
Electeclg Randall D. S~~

andGleri A..Nominated for Treasllrer g 1,!ssrs 0 Jeffor:l 1T~ Stj"X,
Scha~fer Elec1ed: Jef:':'eryt;. Stl?s.

Nominated for Board 11ember-at-Iarce f~('m the fe.r Vest,: J1ssrs. Paul F. Luedtke,
Victor K. Bloeclel, and John n. Dirksen

Elected: ~ohn ho DiTks~~

Nominated for Board Nember-at-larGG from the mid-\Jest: f'lssrs. Jonathan C. Schaefe:r.,
David T. Mensinr, (c.r.m.), P. Daniel Mensing, and-Dwight R. Luedtke

Elected g David T. Hensinr: (c, r .~)

The proIJOsed slates for Conference Standing Committees Here as follows (first name.::'
member as chairman):

Editorial Committee:
,
i~

Pastor Schaefer
Pastor Luedtke
r1ichael Fischer

B Elected
Pastor [)chaefer
}Jastor Luedtke
Dwierbt n. Luedtke

C
Pastor Schaefer
Pastor Luedtke
Eobert Bloedel

Committee on TheoloGical Education~

A B C Elected

Pastor Styx
Lloyd E. l!Iartin
Victor K. Bloedel

Pastor StJ'"X
Pastor Natterer
Victor K, Bloedol
H. Daniel Mensinb

Pastor St~,..'X

Pastor liatterer
Victor K. Bloedel
Jonathan C. Schaefer

Committee on Missions:
A

l)astor Luedtke
Paster Natterer
JJoren Dirksen
honald Schlaht
Jeffery Styx

B
:Pastor Luedtke
Pastor Bloedel
Loren Dirksen
Char::'os Miller
David T. Iiiensinf

C
Pastor Luedtke
Pastor Bloedel
Loren Dirksen
GharleG r,j1116:;:-
:~, Daniel Hensing

D Elected
Fastor "LuedtkG
Pastor S;~hJ.cf:e,
Loren Dirksen
));,l"it..:ht Luedtb

H. Daniel Hen3Le;

Committee on Lutheran Union:
A Elected P

Vice-President (H.D.M.) By Constitution
SO<J-retary (n ,D.8 , ) " "
Professor Schaefer frofessor Schaefer
David T. Mensing Victor Blo~i~l

Publishinr Eouse
A

Paster BloedoJ
Pastor styx
Dale Ellis
Victor Bloedel
Faul Luedtke

Board of Cont~olg

B Elected
Pastor :Bloedel
Fastor Natterer
Honald Schlaht
Victor Bloedel
Paul !Juedtke

C
Pastor Bloedel
Pastor Nensinc
Ronald Schlaht
Victor Bloedel
Paul Luedtke

Finance Committee:
A Elected.

'Treas1l,~er (J.~I.S) By
Loren Dirksen
Kent F'rerichs
Dale Ellis

B
Constitution

Ted. D. Fischer
Kent F'rerichs
Henry Fischer

It was then moved. and seconded to consider all election unanimous. The mot:1.;m ~:;,~

carri'3d unanimously. It was moved aad seconded to thank the nominations anc'L e1eo··
tions committee for their work. Carried,

- Ll-6 -

1981 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



.•5 the time for E\r',jCc:J:l'.i:l. fe·: tho ('.0,:' hac". ocm8, it Ec::.S i1otC(~ tlv.t the Re:·,o:ct C~

the Commi1,1,00 Oi.1 ,:"LSSj-c;:lS l'iOt,~lc: te the fi:r:st i tom en the ",.ext l:.C,;r l S a,·onc'.a, T;.' ,
Uc;wentic;1 t~lG:.~" d r .j01..".:,:IlOC. Fntil uaturc'.a:' ~dth 1,>0 :~c:rr'" s :.cro.;yer saie, ii1 u;-,lSC;l 2,"

.5 ,20 :c ,1."

3i:.m:fE·~·.!....}gn." _2:.7.J _12~1
The :;,c,turcla:/ mer:lin sessic[jG 1 ere o:,:O":\G(- l)~r Cl cove tien le( ~J:r IJ2.stc:r Sty:;<:, ~:1n:1.

39~' Hns sun,' 2.:1,. he rO<'C-'CTJ;,: 9, iL:. - 29 Cln(:. off u:cec'. '" l:Ci:1~rGr.

The minutes of the j:'ric,2,~r sOSSiO;1 of t116 cO;WGntiuD "m:e real by the,oorete.r:',
The mction to 2.,".0"'1, t;.Wffi us reae'. Has car:cie(~,

Th e Comml"C'Gee C;l J 18Sio',1S ti,on . ave its E.e:·ort, 1t trer,tol. es"ecv.l.Ly t::.e 1 issim.
"'-u'.-:S1.'C:.',l fC'.L'__ou.r··_J_,1.._1.'_S;"l"O:--~l,C,·'.ll -.L'e .."'.t'io~~. 1."'.'1 C'co "'~" Ore"C'l ~'" 1''''<1'11'''-- '--- Tr"·11't'·-'. • _, , .J.. •.C .. ,S Du"" '-, ,1; c,"" _,.1","'_"'-') 'J.:' ...1..j'

IutherE:cn Church into t:'8 l'OSSJ_'l:l:l.lit~' of 2. lorn from the:: '..:cnferel1ce ICY 1,:18 ~.'ur:,'ose

of orectin{ n ].10l.-'.se of ·'·;orsclil); am'. contacts 1-Ti t~·~ am: inquiries from 'larious :.',oo:.-le
outsic'e our CCi1ference, The r,wtici. to rccei'le this re~,crt 1,:aS ca::crie(:, (.ec ~i,3!.:)

>C The f:L:rst reccmr'lOl1clr:Uon. of the j 1S3ion Cemmittee, te> 8. Rin ~ ::C2.nt a 8U)~~{::Y cf
$ 5, lU~.OO to Trinit~! :Dv.t'.'el'an C1JPTCij for t:,i::; :Piscnl ~Tear, 1,[(\S rae v crJ. , SOC011(:.8('.,

al1C~_ cE2.rriec·'_,

Lt the su: ,'ostia;} of the "i8sien Comnitt'2c, 'Jofore ~-'rocee(:in,' to cOl"sic'eratic;l of
t'.10 loan inq,uir~r, I c.sto:c jtY7. ,ave [:;:1 oral :.:e:'·ort ce'i1cernln tl'w ':;resent co'1(1 tie,'~;:­

a11(i_ status cf cV.r missic:-.1 cC:1.-·:cc/o.tion o Instor ·:)cb.nefer vras 8sI;:ecl to serve e.s
socrotar::,c (Lurin t>is c:C'al rerort, l"asto:;:'lty;, noteo. that ur..emJ:loJ"lwnt hac:. ':Jee]l
a major ::'roblom '"D..O'l ;1i8 ffi8n:'l:lorshi:), that amon~'; tli.e tl,roo main Ha;'o earners tp
q,uc"lifiecl for 1..'.;lemnlo;rment ins1.,1,rar:ce ':::eaefits &nc~ the thirc·~ bat:. a l1um1)ey of 1ree13
C";L:l"] ',~l' 1rr;"'l1 ~~~) ~lP IT:0.~ An;" 1 r'";;A(~ "~nt. nrtp i·~~./ ~d~ nf1+'p( f"Y'+.hp"Y"mr."Y'0 t.hPlf. +.liPY'p h::!.l·,

-- -. -~-- ••• ---- •• --- .- •••- ~ ••• ~. -',' -~ ••---- ...... 0', ... .., ~._~~,-' G·• ...., ..... '-.-' ...,--"._~ -...,..... ..., •••• '-"' ........~_ .... }J - .. -.-- - _ ••• _-- -----

still ':;oen i,O ,roFt':J :fT0111 IJitbrut, en the ;'oGiti'18 side, hOI·rever, be :'10tec'. the
l)lessin:. of tHO ccc'.c:.i tiO:.1.8.} infant souls 3.n<:'. t;.10 cancre -a tion' f3 contint,:al C'8GJ.re te.,
:rOl! in . race 2.;:1(: LJ t;.J.e kncFlec'. 0 of 1,>,8 Jo,vior, req,uestin,' ac'..elitionc.l micl.-l,w0L
cli..l,sSGS of sh~c.~-.. '0 ;10tecl -'.:.J~"at ;:)e, ,].8 J:·astor 1 maLes a:·~:'lic2.tio:1 to missJ.ol1S
~ihenever "ossi'}le, : e also notc(~ tb.2.t jl:st Trior to the Co;we;ltion the con're, c\-'

tion had had nine visitors.

I'r'3tor~t,,:,'s j~l.n0:ct 2.1r.;0 2.ve e;:tA;:si'.'c iX.O)c·X0unr]. ill the matter of t:"o ],00.11 in·­
quj_:c~r, Le note(~ t:mt the mem'oors of the con ro, atio~1 ::erliseG. th<.t nc, request
coulc:. ·:e 1:'yo.nteC ':;8:(0:::0 t~18 CO:1ire: 2. b.ons of the Gonference co1.,1(. :~ro:~orl:T consici.·
er tile TI,Gt-ter, :0 ncte~, 0'.1:::;0 t:1C.t ;1].8 iTlom-'Je.cs J:ealized tl:o.t st"cl, >slj' from the
CO;l:'"'erence hac'. not :Jeen. :"082i'Jle fc:,~ ct:'1e~~ cO:.~,":;:E'8.tions i::l t"e ))8St c.ne'. t',8t so!"':
Fore still :'2<:(U off l;'.terest 'oC2TL'.: :1.0rt, ';;','08, 'Jut the,t sLlce Cxr.:cent mc:rtcar e
rEtos 'reTe :'rohi1;1 ti"\Jol:r ;:liC: C)Gt::cen it ;;,n(~ 20 --'0:,' cent), assistance IJ:c::J conI' 3Y­

e::lC8 ))rethYcn seer,lee', for the ',):;:,osont to '-0 tho onlv -',ossi ':;10 TL'.i' of securi!l.
sEfficient fun/B to srect 8. 'J;,'Uc1L, (ostim8.ted at "20,roo to " 2.5,000), Dele'
."c.tes voicee'. tho sentimGat tl1at t>e;T ii-ore m',:co tJ.8 coxxo3,tiOl',S of t11c Conferc:1c::;
1fot,,-l(~ l~e moro t.'~12.n ':D.J.~_J1' to\1'31r so lone' as t:ley 1-:1,,:((; co!".:;.'lc"ce:.1t th8 t such. 2.8Sj.St­

anco T'ore trul~- 1:i tl·;i;' t'1e ca:'o.':;il:1.t2' of 1,':10 COPlE-ron.ce, T,e (.ClE; .."tos also not8c
that tho Conference s'.1cv.1cl '')8 f'ai:cJ.:;r 81).1:'0 that t>18 mission :'ote:1tial in the are2
l:"re:.reat Or.:'01..:· ::1 1,::12 t SUC~l ass:l.stancG ~od.c1 be C IJise ten:;QJ:<,c:C:f use of its :CUDC·..::,

(Th0 ::"'baJ.:cman ;:otel 2. t 0:18 :,Ioiat du.rin,· t1-.(; c'.iscv.ssion of this l.lC.tter tila t i'lr, Cc,'t.]
i-'nlmqulst Has :--:0-'1(].05.;" C:lcGlos iiller 2.S c.elo:ate i:com ... t, ,)tej';le~~.'s :.c,v, 1:.-r.)lerf'
CbU.T~:l, , )

1:1 oreecr to come to 211 orC:,erl:' anc~ brot0Grl~; conclusion on this matter o.s :0,::j' ,'~,>

could be 2.t 1,:"'0 t.ime~ it l'8.S movec'. amL socond06. that 8. special cOlT.nj.tteo ~Je formr
cf tl1e ji6sion ,:;ommittoo nl1c t:,;3 F5nanc8 Cor,lInitteo uncle;: the chairm2-"sJ.,i·' of vhp
1..i58to:1 C:ommlttoo to l)rJ.:-~ 1 ,reliminar~,r rl:Jcomm8nc~2.tions in tllis matter to the
Conv8Etioi'l :0recedinc; the fL1aJ. rC"lort of tho '::Gsolutions COIT.Ini ttoe. The m0tJ.07'
"'as cilrriec'. b~r mC'. jorit~" vote, It eras movod and seconcJC!c' to :'2.V:3 Q reCOl.'.;"lt.
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of t 1:cc vote on t:lis lJ.otion, T'18 motion fry recount P(1S carried, The recou.~t 1,2.8

conc"Lu.ct8C.t [1.n(~ the moti03.1 to form t'",is COIDT"l.ttec ~ias a· -8.in carried b:; majority votc~

The J:eDort of t.'.10 COlnni tt"e e:1 ThGolor"~c~l :..ituoc:tiOl1 Has ,"'ivon OV Pastor 31oed.cL
(;:iee~300'/ tE-oso ?I:oceec~in:s-:-r- i~'is' rfJT,ortz1clcLressed'the :Jr~bleIiI currently
in the ;·..Iemil12.ry of lis,vL'!. no active stuc'.on·cG fOj~ the :(i'::\11 and
the ::i}!rinc tern p 2,;'1(. offe:r:od g m:.m0er of Guc:c;estecl solutions,
eel hlo recommenclations, It Has floved nne'. 8eco:1cloc~ to receive
motion was ccrried.

~ossibly also for
Dis report contain­

this rerort, The

It Ens then moved and seccmlccl thiJ.t He first hear th.e Il£::;:2rt.2L the -~eminElrLJ::£.?§."

iclent before taldnc; 1.)')' the recommencl..a tions of the COIDni -i:,tee on Theolocical L:CL1.W2­

tion. Tho motiOl'l Has carried and ,i3minary :)Y'3siclent 0,', ~3chaefer gave his re:"JO:d,
(See J:'C'cCe }1 of tbeso :croceeclin;"s) The moti 011 to receive his report Has carriel...

T~10 Convention t~18n rGC9S8EX1.. for the noon me?,l,

Tt.e .'u ture'.3Y afturnQo:, sossions t,oro OT)OJ'1f;( 1'i th a c'lavotion le(~. by rastor j" 0l1f;111,

The a8S6m1)led (lulo:: 2:L8S san: Yymn t',25," Ti',S t,oT ;'iepc,j Dr' reac'. ;at thoN 9', 35 38
and off ereel 0. I):CD.~ror.

T1::.e rocornmenc1ations of tlia COl:1mi ttoe em T)1fJolorical :~dlJ.cab.or. Hero then ta:ke11 t.'.p ..
l'ho ilrsf' recon~;rJ.Emd:':''-tIo~~··j:'f23-Ui2.·t-i}~o-conv811tion~dlscu.ss-tI-lli-vaT.iol..:s SUl.~:e8 ted
.?olu~~oEs listec'c b2T tbe c;O!;lm~ttOG ane. t>on rofer thomto t'18 :2esolutJ.. o·n.s Committee
Ti18 sOGonel ur,eC::. a~l.. our con:..:c8!~a\:'ions to._con.t.~.!.lUe~.__sul'l,ort for the ':~8millar2T

~'- 27roc;rnma It 'HP..S rnovocl. 8.11(1 SOcoi1cTe( th[.~t thoGC tHO r'ccorllmC~1dations :)0 a(lcrtc(~g

Tho motion was carrie~,

{r It Has movec.l c..n(l secc~lcl(~cl t>H], t the ~-·Gsoll).tions Commi tt.ea 8nSl!bJ:' the thTel:: questio.c.Lf­
in tho first jl2,:r.t of th3 committee's I:07"Jort ncrc.tively, (that iG~ that HC32,~r ~10

to all thouc.l1ts of a~.ll1m:onin:· or c:iI:llrlJ.s:'LinC; our uorc.:1..r]8.TY) 0 It Has movGel.. and sec­
onded that this L1otiC',:' 'X) ci.ocie1..oCl b~r :r.is:Ll{. voto, The rrocec~ural motion Has car­
rJ.eel, Hhereupoi:l t'..-'G oTiJ.. i1al GotiOl~ lJiJ.S ca:rrio(' unanimousl'/ 'Jy risln:. vote,

:Fersuant to th8 first recommenc!.Qtion of the ComIni tto", 011 T~1eoJ.oc.:icaJ.. 3ducation,
the various sU:Elstecl solutions 1;oru r:.iSCU-3sG([ :Y] the lJre+';1::ol1. 'There bein:.' no
objectioll, the (1-·o.irma,". r'.,led, in oedeI' to conS8T"U time; that each clolc.~.2te 1)c;

pernj.. ttecl to s::"02.J~ only O~'JCO on 88.ch sUC:·ustion. The mattor Has thon refeI')~E'(, t\.
the :esolutions Committee,

.t,fteJ~ this Faster r;cl1sin: resumt;;cl the; ]Iresentation of the Convention ~<:;s!:y, :3e:~vn

his liXGSentc"tiol1 C011ti:ll..lGc1, hOHGVOY 9 ho cXprGSS8cl. thanIcs to ~-nst,or Schaefer' :fo:.
:1is 28sistancc Ll fi::clin:

c
historicil.l references; to thfJ l'8.stors, 8S1)Oe1<::J.17 ~.a'jtc ..,.:

Bloedel anc~ J.attoror, for tlwir assistnncc I nne: to hiG 11ifo fOJ': ;'18Y belp in 'prr:l
aratioE of the final Tilc\iluScri:.lt, The history of the attumpts to unito thc i'iissO'l.
::>:"no(1 and. the 11.TJ18ric8.n J-Jutbcran Church en t:1C D'J.sis O:L n:~:rocm0nt anc~ tl1G fnllllrE_
of those 2. ttOn1J,ts H2.S briofly outlinGc1. orally, Varieus sW:;':'EJstic))ls to inclnlc
cortain L1fo::cmE'.ti0::: 0.11(1. Jci tJ.es of docuH1Emts :rexe mc.dE; 'J~r sor,..o of tl:.e dolo,"2:ces,

':':,.e; :',(;J1)ort of the -,-;(.:1.. tori,,} Committee was then ,iVO,1
29 o;--theso :PTo·c·eoc.L1,:S ~ ) It WQ8 rr,oved 2nd seco11c~',j(
Duch thanks for CL 'JOi1dGrfv.J. jo1:l C~Ol1C; this ;iC\st ye,:.!::.

b;~r ti(;lstoTlchaefer. ('joe j,k'

te' :r8c:_e~clc this rsport 'tTl tJ'J
The motlon \HiS ca'criocL

T~1J.s HilS folloFOcl D3' the ::el:9;t'.t of ..i-ho :::~.lJ1:i~;Li)~._.1\o~.se :Bo8.r(~.9..L.90~·ltrol, rivon t;,
I-astor BloeckJ.., (:308 pi:\~e 30 of those :";rOC':Jl;lUn(;s. ') It 1<'12.8 mover:1., GGcondec1, anc
carried to receivo this ro}?oY-t. 3:n conncct5.oi1 T!J.th tliis rE.:yort the :.,8port_2!:. tIl£.
3usineS5 I;u..E!:.~::'T of thu J.;u1Jlisbin' YOL:se Ens Civen for the nana::er by ;~r. PnuJ. r,
Luoc:U:c, This :ccI1crt C~oo JXl.,j) 1.:,1 of tJ:e.QSU lroccocl~.~~.,~d.) f~[,8 also ::cec..:)ivcr'.,
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The I':,mort of th<2_CoQJrri.tt8o to ::GVieltT th", Ir~.siclcnt's ficport vas "iven bJ cC"llni"uLtJ
member I'll', ~~teJ/.lea 210ee:01. 'Tho !TIetion to roedVEl this re}lort vms eEll'rioel, (:.>'Ok
I\8.{'·e 25 of these }roceee1.int~s.) Tbis report (1.11e'. action finaliz8c. tho nccept8.nce of
the President's ~eport. .

The first l'rotion of t~10 ropert ox th,l i.l:C~itin.. Cammittec, corlcorn1:1& tho beoIm 0,'
the Coniere;lce 'Troasurer, Fas r~iven, (..,,-Co 1;-"e I.::() of these }roceochn(s,) The
committee read the rc~)ort pr0T'arOcl [C11cl sub~i tted to them b~r t:1e special eommittOf3
of :t'onco lev, Lutheran Church, (S03 1<;[0 Proceedines, pace 51) The moHon to
receivo this rc;'ort liE.S carricc1..

. ~-lilc vmitine for prCs0l1te.tion of tbe n01,t ro]ort the chc.irman c.llowod a question
for ths :jeminary ?resic'.Qnt re(;C\rcling the }'urchnsil1," of Dooks for the ~')eminary,

.)ominary 1~r0sic~ont O,~ , ·,chaefar 1:ricfly dcscriced the ])roccduros he used in sec­
urin('C books Cll1( the results of his ef:zorts,

The spocinl jOii1t COIl1l11i ttoe sot ur to revio"r tho loan inquiry of' TrLTi t;;r Iuther211
Church then sul)mi tted the, fol1ol:inc; resolution to tho delcCatos i

1J}!ERi:;,,·, Trinit~· :Lutho:nm Church, Coos :3'<1, hac inqyirec~ into tbe 110S8i1)i1ity of
bOj~roHin{ 1.1.') to (0. 25,0('10,00 frem tho Coni oronce jiission }l'uncl for tho Jlur­
pose of CO!lstructin,: rl church builclil1r: ,1l1e~ hns SOU{,:!-:,t the reaction of d,G
Conference in tbis mr.~ter, and.

l'~'8?cl~;,-:; insufficiOilt time is avallable at this convention for careful study of th., ~

mntter, tOC'Gtho~c ~tith ~_ts vG.:ricl.,:'s rt1TIlific8.tions both for the con{~'r3t-·8.t1c·,:

and for t:18 CO:.1::'erence ranD
~LE~~:i,:,·) a roquest fOJ~ tbi,s loan is not r,f 2.n oLlcri·l.:1c~r natura roquirinc actioa rl

this con'Tention'
'l';-;J~~~~F'O:C 32 IT ;:~.J;:;OI.~rJD t,hn t the Cor!.J.~itt GC on I~issions ~ in ccnsultation 1:-Ti th

Trinlt2' 1ut!JeT2.11 Church ane. t:18 Financo Committee of our Coni erence, stuc;.:'
this rnattor in (l,eto.ilclE}~ini~ tbe eonin,'. £i:3c<'l.l Yo('.1" l 8.l'lL

'5;-; IT ;/UITf·'Z:':; L~"OLiG) that the ijiss:'Lo:'l Commltteo devise, In COll:18ction vri tb this
study, carefe'.Jl:," (rm:i1 i:uidelincs fo:c the,~ral1ting of bU].lcli11(.; loans to
Confo:ce'1ce mission C011,"Tec,2.tiond, ,mel tta t these {cl.liclolines GO submitted
to the ;1oJd conVGl1tiol1 f01': consicler:,.tion nnd adoj)tion: 8.11el

3,~ IT FTPTr~~ ;~,.)OI\r4:U that, 1;1 t:-H] months :C0110.1n: 1 thi8 COlWc"J.tion, tile study 0::

the rx'osont inQuir~T bc cO!~::1.t:ct(;Cl. i;:-, suej.'. a mn.nl10r t:'mt a full re;jort can 'iJe
made ;'-'10. iln1Jl0 to our n8n'bc~~ COlVCTO: :i:.t1C'~s "ml~_ :'.11 2.clval1Co of t;-,G l1e::t
annunJ. C0l1vo:ltio;1, :so t:"lO.t n (;8"CO~~nL1['\;ti0n ca;1 ~)O m?,G.G at 'chat m08tinf on
the OClf",is of o,11 tl18 facts c: t \\u:r dis'losnl, thTIS holrinc tb'c Cc'nforonee
to nah.. the.; ')CGt 'i)ossible stOlTccxo.shi:;:> of tbe missio:1 (:ifts entrusted to l-l::
bJ our cOll~:roc';:CtieI,s for tho furthw"i'.C1C8 of the Inrel' s kincdoffi amon:: us,

~r It Has movec. 2.:1(J. seCOiJCkOC', to aclo])t this Tcsolu.tion, The motion vms carried TTi t;10Vt
a clissenti:v: voto. (It T,ms S8.ic1 by oaG that this He.S obviousl:r a ummimous vatu.
Otlt it Haf3 then not€c:. 1J:I tho ChElirmo.l1 the. t ~ .'\5 it b.ad not 'bean [I. ris:tnr voto r t 1

,lCTr"

bad beon no Hs:r of 0.otorminin,,:: tho IJTOSOl1CO of abstonsions,)

Tho r;cmorial 01 Trir.i t·,; IuthGran Church conoor11in," a book list for the pastors,
aidint:- -th~- Iti· a~lli~'Jc~~:i~ 1~~.-~-~C}-..8ir m-e~~lbGTS' inquirios f o-r" OTt:-IOC'LOA booI{s 9 ~1'ns thea (;(',X:

sj.deTod, Vioe text 011 ))2,rO 1:3 of thos8 Procoedincs,) .'.s it had beerine 011 this
subject, it 1W.:" reqUQ8t8l~ th.::"t tho l1ecOrnmondc.tion of t:-:.o Bo(\rcl of Directors ~.

hoard 2,t this time. It :eead, "rove~n2;:-secondEKl tl18 t tS-e ,~;ooCl. intentic)J1s -bc:1iml
this memorial ::;e imr1emontecl b:' referril1(': the rnatter of recor.1mondation of -benIm . ,:;
our rlcstors tl1Gl:lscl,;;)s il1divi(~uall:r 8.nd c011cctivoly tnro,--',: h tbe :t'nst\\yal C(;~1fe:.

~. ence," It v'Tas moved 2.nc~ sGconcl.<a( to adopt this recommenclatiol1 of thr;; :::'08::C. of
Directors. Th8 rnotlol1 ,ms cnrriod,

The ~:2!.!:..of-.!l~§J....Q9.m~Hte~n};u!h2ran pE!ion vms ::1.vcm by :i?nstor 0c:.1aefer, ( )(;;(
i?D..:::e 35 of those :roceedincs:r It conte.L1cd tHO rocomme;1dations, one TeCarC~:1 n~'
the I}J.theran Churches of tho Reformi!. tioD (Lcn) , tho other concerninc the Fellol':­
ship of Luthor2.;1 Cow:ro'}ltiol1s (FI,e), It Has moved f1:1ci sec('nclecl to J~ecGivc this
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~. Terort, Carrict"., Both of th8 recommend.ations >-TOTO thei1 cC'Tl"ied seJ!aratel:r b2c

motion.

The second portion of the j,udi til1!", Committee report, concorninr the Jooks of the
Business i:ann:er'o:c the :cublishi:1c: :Iou.-;;-wa; th~l1 e:ivon b:r coml:nittee member l:r.
Lore:1 Dirkse;1, (Seo 1,,',(0 Lj·1 of th0S8 '?xocoodil1C:s.) The motion to receive this
reJ)ort lias car:ciecl.

The initial rO]jo:ct of the buc~(":et W18 ,.ivon by Treasurer - linance Committee Chair­
man I!~r. Jeffer:.", ,ity~;. [jeG 'jace 39 of these lroceeclings,) The moUon to re­
ceive this rorort lfns c2:criGc~.

The initial noport of the Resolutions Cnmmittec WoS resched.uloc. for 3,30 p.m. ':.un­
dc.y, inmed.J.n ts12" prJ.or to tho finnl consideration of tl1e 1)UC:;;?;8t.

The convention the:1 o.djourned for the dey at 5113 ;J,m, Hith the l-ord's Ir1'1~rer sail
in unison.

';unday, Juno 2f, 19P1

The SUi1day activities bOPll1 Hith a Divine Service at 10 gOO a,m.. The sermon HCH,

doliverell. by the ::-:O'r. T .n. Bloedel of -,8<:lttle, iashincton, It vms 1~2,SEXl 0n
Colossians 1 ~ 9 - 11:, Cen.cl h2.('. 23 j.ts theme 'Ql1at T~G Are ;.skinC Goo. To Do :'hcJ1 1 In
Thoi'ords Of Our COlwontion "~otto, i 0 ?ray, 'lore:., Increase Cur F'aith: 1" lnstol.'
Luecltl\.G $ Hith t:-10 nssistanc0 of }'astor EloedGl p 2.d1ninisterecl the Lorc_' s .·:.acrE.me~:lt
to the cOl1crecation 2,nd its (uests f:com the sister conrregations. Tho offoril1t;s
Hore civen to tbe loco.l conL~roC;8.tiol1 to hoI}) defra~" convention expunses,

FolloviW' til0 1100n nlG~l, sesslons VT"re w\cned. with a devotion led by Pastor 0 0 "

ichnefer. The nssem')l~r sr.ng E~'mj,1 33 nncllJastoy. ;~chae:for read :Psalm 116g 12 - 19,
Gud offered 2 )T~yere

The minutes of t:1e ;...:aturcl.c:.y sessions of the convention "\fere revimmd and acl.optod 0:
motion,

It HD.S noted. t>.c, t Lr. U:13TIllS £illor 1"01.11('. c'J::ain be S08. ted 8S delee&.te frorr: ,Slo
Stephen' s ~v, I,utherC1;) Church (re~',laci;:lL' T'il'. 'Carl Pnlmqyist),

Pastor iionsinc thee"! continuod l1i th the .'l'CSEmt2. tioD of tho convc:1tion ossa;)',
l:..[o.in thore "ero c. 111..111"te:c of su:- ;-;cst~JCl. 2.C,di tionc fo:1:' the essayist, \ifhich ,feTC

discussed FInd notecl. l)y tho eSSf:12"isL .\8 discussion, hOl1ever, Has oocominf: <lui to
lencthy ,::mc1 as :')rcsoi')tC',tion of tbe cssoy hee' jJroceo[l.ed to onl:;r the 12th :race of 'Gh
esso.y, it Has moved <1.11C' secn:1ded. to bear the romai:.1der of the essay to its CO>0 ..'(.1

sian Hi thout intOY111i ttCl1t c'ciscussiol!.. The motion 11QS carried.

~t t~e conclusion of the presentation of tho essay tho convention took a brief
rocess.

·:c Imrr.o('.i£\ tely follolij_!1i' the recess it Has moved. and secoaded to accept and 8cJ.Opt If!.
essay "'Ti th than~\.:s to t:"o essayist Hith several su::;cested clarificntions nc;tr,:d do,
by tho essc.yist to 'J(~ 111col'porate(l in the final draft before p1.-~tlic[1tion. T),i(:
motiol} Has C2,rT)_od :dtb.out n dissentinr vote and lrms rE):~·arc;.ed by the CbairrlEll"l m
LU13,1imous,

The initicl rO'Jort OJ~ t).w Tlosolutions Comm~tte.s:. Has then present'3d, TheiY' fiY:Gt
resolution, concerninc tl18 various solutioj,1s to th8 current no-student problem J'o
the ::;eminc,r~r Has movuO. 2.nel. secondeci .• There IJuS extensive ('iscussion of tho val'
ious projects r0s01ved ior the faculty to bo completed du£in~ the proposed sabb2t­
ical :reay p especially cO'1cornL1ls the time clemel1ts included and t 118 fundinc of t;,::.
second project lister:, (".,oe text on ;'<1[:052 of theso ProceedinE:s,) 0 It was movec'
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,i,l'lf~ SeC0:X~Q(" to <,me:'.c. t'·C Y()s(ll~t~.ol1 '~~. ~JcttLc, ". Ij.m~,t (11 10,000,00, te' 0U

(.e:i::r~\-,-u,:. ~::LOr:l t,' 'J •• 5-S~-:~5AC<" ) ':.~.( 9 :fo:,~ t~:!J -)1~T-')a8C 0:: ·~)XC jcc-t ,-2 II T"llE; ·~"IiXJ::-lC'::rent W8.~:

CC\l'3~J.CC., It '.:-:-,~~ (.!5~ ..rJ. J.:i.' t'-,oro I'Gj~O F,l1~" cO;1ilj,--::t ",.L~~d8,l ::'lY0j"ct ,,1 <lile t:.).8

~~lxeE1.c"':·- [L(LO~!.j-to(. T()COF~'C~"'( t' tJ_O~.1S 0::' t~~c 1 .. 0:."1:·.... :1- t:t~:~ on :' 1.~.t>1(-'r2Yl T :lio~.'l 0 -~~T)O::: :rereaC:LIL:
of saicl TGC0L1Il0:.:.c.r.tJ_C'"1.f.) i-':, . ~"s l.CC3-tt.Ct _ t:.~tt +'~C:"Al,,·(]S ~IO cOi::fj_ict" 7',1'j8 :c(;:-''101L:tlc:tl

T:,e ~"ro-"cf)(:(l. 2~::·. _92:. t'-c:.:. Cr.:'-lC ~Je:(o:!.:'o t.~1C CC:.:VO:J.t,~.(1) :t"O):' £i'l(',l [;,ctio~! ~ It TT8.S

:nevc<"' nl1d socO:"'( 0(" tc ;- CO' It t>(; l;u(- ,--:-L ~ f.' lITc..[~CJ.l-L,:;( 0 T'-lj :-:lotJ,.O:1 yo,s car:ciec'. ~

vtci.ec, in t:, 0 A
__ ,U:1C....0. L1 t:lO
tho ,ecretzor:-.

, C, .-
T ·as !l( toe:_ t1:c t t~'"D~':; i tor'. 01..". l:.t to :JO :3 t:ric~:.c::. fror.l t:.- G

it :m& ')()0.1 :r.oco,~'1,"e(~. t:.'2 t it is t>Jo 1'0::': )OX;],bili ty of

c.0 01CG:r:-,i"i t'·o "I.e-.Ct: n.
r t",0 ;~ct a"-,:1L.~cJ. CO::V Gl'lti 0;; , t'10 CCj1VOTltic,' :lOtoc1 tho cz-

::)}~CSf)cd. ('.()sJ.j:O C::. ~~'·:P~:~"" 'i:t: .-~.~ ~~-t~~ ·O}~r:::.:.~ ~C:-:D,:,C·>."- ~~to~ f-'~st --t]~_c '-~oxt ConV(3}:.tiOli ove" J. t"" 0;). '1

it lIc.G ("1.<:.. t8T~.J. 'I... ~ t> C~ tc "')\... ~_ln!"o~s.J.. ~=lo n t t:-HJ ~}XGSC:1t tiDo 0 T~1e cc-~\rC:J:t.ic<>~.

t:"lC:l. rocoi'! cd -::. o.ceo,toe L", J,;l\1 •. ta tJ.o'" 0:;. ., t..::.... .Jol1!:,-,_~.l§... j.!:::.:.:tl'"G,Y0~~.~·;'1U::~gh 1'5, t'· t'1C:jl'·,o

to t~e con;rO'1 t~0~.

J'ri~2:N col10ct~cJ:o 1·0
C~/~'" '-1~~~- (;f--~1~m~)c~;s iXOIil

t":.anks tr' C..O(~ 0

:':otvc~ t:'1Lt t::.o rea tor :l,)OI'tio;:' (,'
0::;0 0:': O'lIX r.lor.'.':cr CO:').' rep:at:i,Cl'(;,.

!"c 02.:.1 ~11 looJ~>. tc as ?i1 0:::--,1-;1 f

: .G{ ,~T(,Ly t:,G ;' 'TC" (':( t',)c: Il~ 111.'.t8S 0": t:"8 .;lmda. JCiSSJ.Ol1S, the :r}~OSil,ent no-t-ec,
the ·"c.st..~cl pJ.:'t.ct~·"c') (" ... f;~..-.~~.d:L tti~\_ tbc:-.~ to t~.;'8 Trc.10S~t(lj_l1.l!1 :(0:(' t~:;eiJ~ :"oviev[ a11(l 2:::IT)3.,'('

'val 0 It lTt?-:,f:) r.-:( '}Of~. L::l. f.8CCY1( c' so tf' c_o D

~C;.1G ~-i_8so1ut:tO~1;-. ,-.<:.o~:~L5_-tt·,,;8 t~J.en ~]-'3.C;.iJ i ts ri:.~c.J_ j:..J~'ort··.c.:.nc~" 1{it:.. ,~ i t, t~.~.o fcJ.lo":,!·in~_

:cesclutiol'.s; (1'b0 tGx-t- of thoS8 :~cso:,..'l:tiOi1S i,} found on pp. 53 - 55,)
.); ~:.£?~.hlt1-9~J_;:~ ,c., . t't),c ::,TJ.ylLl n:( t~.C OSS2.:· fOe' t;~1.S cC:lvetlUO!.l, (;arl'5.'~('

.:.i~§22.1:~~~.Oj)._.iU. fT,l}G:O,"1 .~_:.~. the:; - ~"E::~],:-;:·ltJ.~"l' ;·)2.G-CnTG f C':c t~lcix 8 c:cm.0~..~.S. ossa, 0.:L(~.

(~C"tlOt::1.C'~,s II G'a:r:ciecl D

~~§217.l~.tJ._o::.·, ·.~·_~.f'c. '~-:·.;j:'l.Jr~rl~_:,:l'-·,· :·')~c.tJ_t1J.{"o ~~o t~'-"j officers 2.:1C:·. COn1:7itttol;s H~:lC SGTVC'C:~ t~.I.,,~

:~"~:::.:.(r'(:·-c'a t~:.n T~"'-l-t :f(.;2T ~:~.c:;_ 0, ri~2',,\,'0r tc t~:,G Fol:~- .I~:)i:;'~it to ":.e1··,
t·.~OGC c'..~:·:·:':o:ltJ.7 cJ.ectoc1" C2.}":,"ied.

1.;9.s0;L~·j:,.?-...!?;L-,~_] ;:::~ 2,:1":1,:" t,.J te:,','c;." 8,;'12'.'. ;015.021 ;:utbcr:.,n C:hvrc', for ~\ll tl~\..;:; l'll'

. ':'~C"rif: .(;,:. reT t.'.lG C0l1"cJD.t~_C~t1G ;A.:rr18(' Q

'Y-:u ;~'rl:sic18nt ;\i:.;lmC', 5.:~· t':\(;3:e uc:..'e 2.2',."r furthe:,~ 'l:J1.' sinGss to COin'] ~)8forc th:i.::; eml'!()

'Gic:,-, T';-,oro ,:: c. :.'.O~:(;, ..."o11oFL'l·· r.:.E10l.'.J1Como:1ts it liZ.S r.:0vod a l ,e!. Scc():~,eC"l", to C'J'."

·'01.::'~i'l tbiD COi.I."o::.tic', , T:')o motio;~. ";as c2r~·;.od 8ne:. ""cL,~Ou:'::1:nOi.1t ;;'0 J.J,OT "8(" 2, t 5
:!i t~l tho si:.:.1'" 5: 0";:-' ·':IIL:,~. 5( ;:·.~').C!. t'..~;(? T,orc,.' s ~;.-:cci,~re:r snir~~ :1-:1 l~.~1:L'Sono

- 5t -

1981 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



Resolutions of Formal Action

:t,8so~ution #1:

',1fHEREAS the neeGssity of maintaininr ou:: seminary CIS currently structured is still
recognized by our Conference as an item of hiGh priority, including ou~

particularly well-qualified and gifted faculty, our theological curriculum
as developed and refined over the yea:cs. and our seminary's recognition by
the state of Illinois; but

"IHEREAS This convention has been informed by the President of our seminary and the
chairman of the Committee on TheolOGical Education that, asaf present
knowledge, no students will be enrolled for theological study during the
coming fall term and possibly also during the subsequent spring term; and

Ir~PEAS with the prospec:t of no student whatever for the coming term, our Conference
finds itself faced with the difficult prospect of maintaining our f3culty
on salary with no reGular duties in lieu of classroom instruction; and

"lJmiiREAS the Committee on Theological Education has sugGested to this convention a
variety of urgent and worthwhile projects which could be undertaken by ~ur

faculty during the coming year, several of which could be completed bv -~hem

in this interim and thus serve our Conference well in the investment 01
non-instructional time;

'I\T:<;F..EFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we c:mowor any question ns to the possible discontinu·
:I.llCO cr nba.ndonIilont of our scminnry durinc: thislnterim rei-ioa in the reGamiv."
reaffirminG our unreserved COIllI1d..tment to the ma.intenance and continued. zUPT ,:;:. :
of our theological training proGTam and, at lenst for the present, also to
the p~8servation of our seminary structure as it now exists; and

B:.~ IT FGRTHER RESOLVED that upon recommendation of the Committee on TheologicA.l Edu­
cntion we place our seminary faculty on n working sabbatical for the coming
academic year, assigning them the follOWing projects in lieu of classro0Iil
instruction;

1) Authorize Professor Schaefer during the next three months to visit in­
dividually, at Conference General Fund expense for travel, the p.1.st)x·a­
members of the Fellowship of Lutheran Congregations for personal insor­
views regarding their doctrinal and confessional postions, and to conv(:,.,'
the results of these interviows to the chairman of the Committee on Lut;;
eran Union with the view toward subsequent fruitful negotiations witll -['. ''::
group as soon as it expresses the willint~ess to meet with our unieD
committee;

2) Request Professor Schaefer, under the auspices of the Co~ittee on Mis­
sione, and at the invitation of the particular pastor and concr,,:,eGat5.;:>n
involved, to make one or several short-term visits to assist our local
congregations with intensive missionwork and analysis of potential gro l , lJ:,
the travel expenses incurred in this project to be defrayed from th'3 Can
ference Mission Fund to a limit of ~10,OOO.OO.

3) Delee::ate chiefly to Professor Schaefer, in regular consultation 1'i+,11 As­
sociate Professor t1ensing, the task of completinr.; the f~_::cst draft of a
revised exposition of Luther's Small Catechism, this draft to be ~urltca·

tect fa:;: submission to the ]!astors of the Conference at least four weeks
prior to the 1982 plenary Pastoral Conference, so that this drai~ ca~ be
oonsiderec'!. at its meetinG;

4-) Assign to Professor Schaefer, aeain in consultation with Associate Profo.-­
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sor Mensing, the p~epnration of a brief comparativG symbollcs ~ooklet

dealins chiofly Hith tho cloctrine and rractice of the varicus, Lutheran
bedies in 'llle United fitctes,

5) Likoldsc 0.8si ,n to I'refUf~SO:C ~,~0haefer the preparntion of a 'Card.-file inc~c:::
of the works currcmtly in ;~uI' 8G'nlnRx'y libr2,ry~ cross-referencecL 2ccordir..c~

to subject! titlo and alrchor.

6) Authorizo :.SSOCL1to ~)rci'ossor licnsin;:' -co initiate historioal archivas foy.

the Concordia Lutheran ConfercmcG, (;iviI'.[; first prlor:l.'!~y to the source
material Hhieh sJ:l0cifically document::;. tho l'ocently complotod Tlopular his'
tory of Celr bxly, and tc devise ? sysi:cn Hhereby tbesG lnaterials C[,11 bo
mElco available in co-;;y form to uthers uJ?o:.l request, 1,:'oc8SS2.xy funds for
the imillementation of this assiCrJ1llent arc to De defrayed out of the Con­
ferenco General Fuild, In thi,s }?j;'oject l :?roiessor Schaefer is 2,skeel to
render consultativQ G'.ssls-tancc as noec.ed.

,.c: IT FUHTHER RESOLV8D tho.t the Comrnittee Gn Theological :t:>lucation continue to \.Level
still other continumc;jT plans, should tho Inclc of student.s in our se,l1inp3'j
p'Jrsist beyo:1c~ tliis cOI.lin[~ 2.cademic year, in order still to preserve t.he ins­
titution of our Conferer'.c;e sbmir,ary for futu:ce ministorial pro:?2.rnticn, '.nd
that the committeo conti.nue in tbe moantime actively to encourage young men
to proJ!are for the Holy l,)inistry in our midst.

niSHCAS our Conference in this convention assemblod bas accepted and. adopted n
"Popular History of the Concordia r,uthcran Ccnferonce"; anc'.

,TH:i:!;REAS this c<:nnot be readily furnished to cmI' OHn and to other pCCl,lc Nho r 8 <luest
it if it is merely printed in our lJroc ecdinc§, cr r.erinl:Lzed in sevornl iss1.:',?"
of the Concordia Luthernnl

TBEREFOPE DE IT FD;SOLVED that this history, 11hcn :;.11 finnl form, be })rintec.l o.lso as a
pamphlet for reaely and simple distribuUon l and thnt this printins bo 0.8­
frayed in cost from the Genernl Fund of tns Conference,

}:osolutlons of Thanks

Resolution f,l:J 1

liHI~FEAS the selmon delivered b~T our Prosident at the openinG servico of thif1 conven·­
tion as well as that delivered in the Sunday lJJ..vine Service by l:'2.sto:c i'.h.

Bloed.el, v:oro fmn,·]. to bo espuci<'.lly edifyinc to the delogates I [}18StS I

nncJ. visitors ir: attenC:L:.mc(n L1ud

','BEREAS the delec;ates and t}18stS at tbis cc'nvcmtio(:, received als r ) 81>ecia1 unCOUrLl( ,)-'

ment and strength from the vnrious devotions conc"!.uctecl by our pnstors c~urinc

the scssicns; and

lJriErillAS we were particulnrly eclif~.ecl by tho sp8cinl essay 1'reson':'od durinc tbis
convontiol1, nClmely, "I>. rCI:£ml"1.r Eistory of' the GO:lc;o:rdic. Lutheran ConfOTenC8" ,

TEEPEFOP.E BE IT P,ESOLVED that tb~! cC'!w(;)1tinn thank Pastors 11. L, L~ntteror 2nd P. R
Bloodel for thoir edifying mossnges, and Pnstor :-1:. Dnvid !'lensins for his
thoroU[;h Esso.;:r, [md thnt we GT)rOSS, our Grati tuclo also to those pastors who
conducted the various elovations at tho convention.
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Resolution ttL!. g

"I'iEEPtEAS our Concordio Theoloc;:'.cil.l Somi'1.D.ry bns co••tinuod to an.:J;)y tbJ usa of tL.l
physic::l fo.cili tip',> of Peace Ev. Lu""h,n:an Church, Tinley ?ar:c, Illinois
d.uring the past fiscc.: yr 'ar; ane.

'ii:I-I:8:?.EAS Penco Congr0 ['3tion hD,S c on'cinued to prov~.d() these quarters :.t'OT our cl2.ss)'()om
instruction, 11brary faci1ities and chaDel for [1 tokeD ffi2.intenance CDSC) of
~~100,OO l)or year, thus aiding our Confe;once in keeping to D. bare mlnJl;,l'C!
its ex~ensos for the physicai aspectz of :ts 8eminary p~oGXam,

T:r-;:JIlF~FORE BE IT R8S0VIED that we expresR our sro.titude in the Lord to Peace IGy. 11:(..<
an Church fer its continued brothe:rly cooperation, generosity and bacrifice:;
in its promotion of this very necessary work among us.

~':esolutiOl1 -f/5 g

PE'.;HEAS tho 1979 convenHon dele=o.tocl to the conGrcf,ation of which the Confe::cence
Treasure:c is n member the responsibility for audj,tin~ the officail Conf'er­
ence financial recaTe: ane1• provirlinc a s:",oc1a1 report to the convontion as­
sGmble~ nt this present meotinc;

T}EP~FOi~ BE IT R~S01\~D that we heartily thank Peace EVa Luthsran Church of Tinley
Park Illinois for its careful and Gxacting work in auditing the books of the
Conference Treasurer, and for its subsoqucnt report to this convention.

i'esolution #6 ~

FREREi,S the officers, ctandinG committees, anr~ alJPoint.el cOImll:1.·~tees have servod ou:c
belovGc~ Confe:'onc8 faithfully durinG the rC'st f1sc2.'. ycaT '.mde::: tl:e continl.1ell
blossinGs of the Lord of the Churc.;h,

'T'IIERE]!'OBD BE IT rESOLVED thct W9 eXl)ress our ,"TatitucL3 for 0.11 ti1at these 1.;Y8th:con
have wrour';ht in their dedic.:l1ted Christian service to our Conference du:rinr
the Dast year of G7ace; and

n:~ IT iURTB::Li:fl r~;30LVED thClt we call U;,OY1 th0 Holy Spirit to g:rn!lt the rich measurp '.'
His crace to those brethlon 1;;10 h2.vo been ulec:'ed to positions of les"dersh~'

in our mici.st for the ceming fiscal yt;D.'l.', so thnt all they think, say ancl :
,lay be in Clccord"mce Hith God.' s Holy Pore'" to His glory alone, anct for ·the
continuer':: );rosperit.y of };is kinGdom amonc us.

:If solutio:1 i~: ? ~

~;h8P,EAS St. Stephen's Ev, Lutheran Church of Hilmot, South DakotFl, has shown 5.ts811
to be a most gracio1..~s host to the 30th Annual CO!lvel!'dcTI of our ol:J10\icd
Conference by exten(linc -to delE:'C2.tes and e;uests lovirlC, Ch}:istiacl rosFLtaJ ::'-',,/
hi i te, church buildinG and. in tbe homes of its members; and

:JIC~.l\.G the d.e'votions and (LivinG services corlcl.ur;-l:,f.; ....l. cluri.rig this convent:l.on Fcr:..
beaEtifiec". by sj?ecial o:'::'(;2.r. anci. <>;horal mus:i.c to the praise of our Lord ane'
Scwior, the Heacl of Eis Church; and

:rlr~K:AS we v;ere flri-,ilocecl to enjoy not onl;)" nourishment for our bodies th:l'cugh tb:
dil1icnted sorvice 0:1:' both tho 1c,li08 and the mon of tho congreC<1tion, 1;ut
received nlso in rich abundance, nourishment for our souls in the B.ccarl OY
Life, God' '3 precious l~or':'L, and in thr) Sacrament of Christ's body and bloocl
as guosts of tb is Christian congr"C;ation ;

,
:':·:EREFORB BE IT P8S0LVED tho.t t~"J Concordia. :;;..lthera1". Conferencc expl'osS :Hs whDlc·­

he~rted b~atitud8 to the pastor and me~bGrs of this conGYeL~tion for their
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most -lovfur: -cind-liber-al "ho'spitali ty'-i.nd-christian fellowship Hhich contribv· ~
ted to the General success of the convention, to our sviritual edification,
and to our rhy~ical comfort; and

BE IT FURTHER P.ESOLVED the. t wo ll.kewise w:.pross 0ur hearty thanks to th8 choir of
St. Stephen's Lutheran Church for their beautiful music which adorned the
Sunday Divine Service, to Mrs. James Luodtke who served as organist at the
convention services, and to Mr. Ste~hen Blo~dcl, who served as organist fo~

all the daily devotions.
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