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DOCTRINAL SECTION

Lord Jesus Christ, with us abid~,

For round us falls the eventide;
Nor let Thy Word, that heavenly light,
For us be ever veiled in night.

In these last days of sore distress
Grant us, dOQr Lord, true steadfastness
That pure we keep, till life is spent,
Thy holy Word and Sacrament.

Lord Jesus, help, Thy Church uphold,
For we are sluggish, thoughtless, cold.
Oh, prosper well Thy Wcrd of grace
And spread its truth in every placeE

Oh, Iwcpusin Thy Word, we pray;
The guile and rage of satan st~yZ

Oh, may Thy mercy never cease:
Give concord, patience, courage, peace.

a God, how sin's dread works abound!
Throughout the earth no rest is found,
And falsehood's suirit wide has spread,
And error boldly rears its head.

The hauGhty empires, Lord, restrain
Who o'er Thy Church with might would reign
And always set forth something new,
Devised to change Thy doctrine true.

And since the cause and glory, Lord,
Are Thine, not ours, to us afford
Thy help and strength and const~ncy.

With all our heart we trust in Thee

A trusty weapon is Thy Word,
Thy Church's buckler, shield, and sword.
Oh, let us in its power confide
That we may seek no other guide:

Oh, grant that in Thy holy Word
We here may live and die, dear Lord,
And when our journey endeth here,
Receive us into glory there.

Amen.
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SERf-ION PREACHl:..D AT TH.D OPH;NING 0...RVICE

by the Rev. M. L. Natterer, President
Lebanon, Oregon

John 7; 25 - 31

My dear fellow-believers in Christ Jesus, our only Savior~

The golden image extending some 90 feet up into the air had been completed.
The command was given by Nebuchadnessar the king that whoever refused to
worship that image would be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.
Shadr'1ch, Heshach, and Abednego refused to obey Nebuchadnez~ar, saying, "Our
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and
He will deliver us out of thine hand, 0 king. 3ut if not, be it known unto
thee, 0 king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worShip the golden image
which thou hast set up." (Daniel J) AS children in Sunday School we marvelea
at the ~oldness and fearlessness, the courage and conviction of these men as
we listened to our Sunday School Teacher tell us this story from the Word of
God. But this is merely one exam-ple from many. Joseph, when in the land of
Egypt, was tempted by the evil wife of Potiph~T. Yet. he did not succumb to
evil; instead, we hear him boldly and courageously eXClaim, "How, then, can I
do this great wickedness -nd sin against God'?" (Genesis 39) David, the King
of Israel after SaUl, revealed his boldness and trust in the Lord already as
a mere youth when he battled agRinst the dreaded Philistine giant, Goliath.
Boldly, David went forth to battle in the name of the Lord God of Israel.
(1 Samuel 17) And then think of the prophet Elijah who so boldly spoke the
truth to wicked King Ahab who had unjustly accused the prophet of disturbing
the land of Israel. (1 Kings 18) These are some examples of boldness merely
from the Old Testament. And while these examples "were written for our learn­
ing" (Romans 1514), we know that we can not and should not follow EV:£RYTHING
th?t these men have done. For a close examination of the lives of all such
Biblical characters generally reveals certain sins of which that individual
has been guilty. And, even if the Bible renorts no specific sin, nonetheless,
that individual still sinned, "for ALL have sinned and come short of the
clary of God." (Romans 3123) vJe have, however, one exarrrple which is always
perfect. One who could truthfully excl,1im, "Hhich of you convinceth l1e of sin?1!
(John 8;46) How fitting it is, therefore, that as we observe the anniversaries
of our Lutheran Confessions at this Convention we direct our attention to the
perfect example of our Lord Jesus Christ, concerning whom the people acknowl­
edged -

;;HE SPEAKETH BOLDLy:ii
vIe note from the context that the Lord Jesus was at Jerusalem. "Then said some
of them of Jerusalem, Is not this he, whom they seek to kilH" The people
refer to Him as one whom the rulers, the leaders of the Jewish nation, sought
to Kl~~. Yet, Jesus boldly, fearlessly, went where the duties of His office
called Him. The people said, "But, 10, He speaketh boldly, and they say nothing
unto Him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ?" Jesus
sTIoke boldly. He was the Pro,het of the heavenly Father, and it was His
duty to ,roclaim the will of God and teach the way to salvation, calling sin­
ners to Himself. Very 1Jlainly and unmistakably the Savior told the peo;Jle,
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on Me hath everlasting
life." (John 6:47)

As we see from our text it a~1Joars that some had the idea thatfuere was to be
some mystery about the Messi~1h's :par8nt~ge. We read, "Howbeit we know this
man whence he is: but when Christ oometh, no man knoweth whence he is."
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Since they knew Christ's linQ~ge, they did not think that He could possibly
be the Promised One. They simply looked unon Him as the natural son of
Josep hand Hary. The Jews ho.d eXDrosscd thi::..; before already as we are told
in chapter 6. "The Jews then murmured ,It Him, because He said, I am the
bread which came down from heaven. And thoy s~id, Is not this Jesus, the son

f""t..,. , , ... I, "'I I 1 ,. f' 'lOT • _ • i _I. L _ __ ..L l __ ..L T T _ ~ _ ! .l. t... TOI JOSeDn, wnose Ia"Lner anQ mO"Lni::;r we Kno"u now lS ll, "n(;;n l,Llcl.l.. n(;; ;;;o.J.L..ll, .J.

came down from he<.w0n?" (41,42) But Jesus tells them, "Ye both know Me, and
ye know whence I am: and I am not come of Hyself, but He that sent Me is true,
whom ye know not. But I know Him: for I am from Him, and He hath sent !'le."
Christ boldly tells them that 110 was sent by the heavenly Father whom they
knew not. For in rejecting Him, they were, at the same time, rejecting the
Father: This, my fell::l1'i-believers, required great boldness, because Christ
thereby placed Himself in direct opDosition to the highest authorities then
known among the Jews, (note verse 48). lie also see that the reference to his
divine origin brought down upon Him the wrath of the :?Gople and their leaders.
"Then they sought to take Him: but no man laid hands on Him, because His hour
was not yet come." Thus the Lord Jesus had tho boldness to shatt€r the fillse
notions of the DeODle and to 1)rE;ctch a doctrine tjjat Wa.S distastGful to the
mighty and one by which he was certain to incur their bitter hatred:

"He speaketh boldlyi" F'rom our dear Savior let us learn true boldness. He
should be fearless in doing our duty according to the \Jord of God~ regardless
of the consequences, as inaividual Christians, as a Christian congregation,
and as a Conference consisting of local conbregiltions. Boldness is required
to li"'')hold our precious lutho:>can Scri\:Jtural teachin€,:s: The Scriptures alone;
Grace alone; Faith alone; Boldness not onlY in assorting the Biblical teaching~
but also in"refuting error. How sad that w~ note such a-cowardly snirit pre­
vailing within ever so many churches; everyone seems to be in mortal fear of
offending the adherents of false teachin3s. r:linistcrs, professors, and lay­
"eople, seem to hide -behind tho,t much-abused dictum of our Lord: "Judge not ­
condemn not" (I'latthew 7:1), forgetting that the Lord forbids all~
judging and condemning. In this day of spinoless Christianity, let us by
God's §,Tace both publicly and privately raise our voice against the spirit of
indifference over against the Hord of C-od and with the clc;~ sound of the
trumnet let us contiilue as faithful 1uth(,"-an Christians to let it be known
that thc 3ible is THB TRUTH as Jesus our Savior declares in riis hibhpriestly
prayer, "Thy -\lOfiD is truth." (John 17:17)

~lhat makes us bold? ~,ih,'lt nnde Christ l)old? :". r' ..ld thc;,t Jt:sus told the
Deople,'But I know Him. for I',m from Him, ,wd He h,lth sent [Ile."' He was
sure of His ground. Be talked with authority. In the (,ospel of ~lc;.tthew i're
arc told, "And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, tho
peoDle were astonished at His doctrine: for He taught tllem as one having
authority, and not as the scribes. 1t (Matth:::w 7:28,29) 00 we should be sure
of our ground, certain thc1.t He arc right. O'Jviously, uncertainty is not
conducive to boldness. These Jews Here uncertain. tJhy? They were blindly
follOWing the ir lec3,de2~s, traditions, opinions of mGn, etc. If only they
would have [.iYen hCl:d to the Scriptures, then they would have reCOGnized
Christ"l.s the ;:lromised l'i8ssi2.h~: Jesus had told it em, "Se&rch the scriptures,
for in tiem ye think ye have etornal life; and th8Y are they which testify of
ME. " (J ohn .5: 39)

In our day we observe that UNcert~inty is actu~lly made a virtue. And when
we sDeak to othe1:s claiming thilt our doctrinal nosition is correct we are
criticized and chided. Now whCl.t makes tht; Christic:m so sure!' The Holy
Scriptures; Obsc,::,vo th:::.t certainty witp the Apostle .!?Cl,ul: "I am persuaded
that neither death nor life nor angels nor orincipalities nor powers nor
things nresent nor things to come nor height nor depth nor any other creature
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sh~ll be ablo to secarat8 us from the love of Lod, which is in Christ Jesus,
our Lord." (Romans 8'38,39) And again in writing to his co-laborer, Timothy,
"I knNl whom I h2.VC believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep that
which I have committed unto Him n,gainst that Day." (2Timothy 3:16) -How can
thc deniers of verbal inspiration have true Christi~n boldness? They are
not real-l-Y sure what ~s God IS iJord and ..,hat is not: Ivlaking use of thc His­
torical-Critical method many so-called te~chers and professors in the visible
church exalt thC1ir Duny h'isdom above the ",jore of (-,od and think that they
possess the c.,uthcrity to distinguish between "thc facts which matter and the
facts 1'lhich don't. It

He d,re not forget that our faith in God's redeeming love in Christ is based
upon and supported by our f::11 th in the inerrancy of Holy Scripture: "Faith
cometh by hearing r emd hO'_lring by the ~Jord of God." (Romans 10:17) How
dare we se-parate Christ from His liord: Jesus says, "Hhosoevcr therefore
sh::.ll be ashamed of !'!Ie and of t>;y Nords in this 'ldul tcrous and sinful gener­
a tion; of Him also shall the Son of I'jan be asha.med, Hhon he cometh in ,the

glory of His FCither with the holy angels." (Nark 8:38) Only b/ holding stead­
f;:cst to tho.t vlord of God can there be true boldness; This Hondo=-::ful virtue
of true Christian boldness was revealed by the believers in Christ dONn
through tho centuries. After the conv0rsion of the Apostle Pau~ Barnabas
brought him to the ,J,-)ostles and told th-:m how Paul "had preached boldly at
Damascus in the w~me of Jesus." (Acts 9 :2'7) Not only tho Apostles s:Doke
boldly of the Lord Jt;sus but ALL true; beli~vo:'s in Jesus have ilttcmpted with
the aid of the Holy Spirit to speak boldly and courageously. Think of our
Lutheran forefathers; Standing before tho ~mnt.ror himself, Kin0 Charles the V,
they boldly ;end fe'lrlGssly gave Dublic confossion of their f1i th in tho city
of Augsburg, that memorable licdnesda,y of Jun8 25, 1530; They declared, "\;Ie
offer, in this mattm::' of religion, the Confession of our prc,--,chcrs iln<l of
ourselves, showing wh~;,t m,--~nm_T of doctrine from tho Holy Scriptures and the
pure Word of God has been UP to this timo sot forth in our lilnds, dukedoms,
dominions ,1,nd cities, and t.;o,ught in our churches. " (Concordia Triglotta, p. 39)

True Christi~n boldness is produced by faith in Christ ~nd not the outgrowth
of pride and arrogrmce. Look at the boldnoss of John the Baptist~ He told
King Herod, "It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife." (Hark 6:18)
He told the Pharisees and Sadducees, "0 goner.s.tion of vipers, who hath warned
you to flee from the wrilth to come?" ([vjatthew):7) Yet, behold John's
humility. He declared, "He (Christ) must increase, but I must decrease."
(John J:JO) SO illso with Faul the Apostle. "l am the least of the:l:~JOstles,
that am not meot to be cilliod an apostle." (1 Corinthians 15:9) To take one's
own reason cantive and to submit it to the Word of God - that, my d~Gl' fel­
lOW-believers, is true humility;

Look at the effect of such boldness. We read, "I\l::my of the people believed on
Him, and silid, vJhcm Christ come th, will Eb do more mirilcles than these Hhich
this man hath doner Hhile boldness in pre'lchinb Hill bring out those teachinGS
which are dist:J.steful to natural man, at the same time, they are necessary for
his salvation: Ho.., are we born agilin? The Apostle answers, "Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth
ilnd abideth for ever." (1 Petor 1:23) That Hord Hhich Christ has commanded
us to preach until the end of the world is not a dei1d word, but a living word,
through which God tho Holy Spirit engenders faith Hithin the heart of the
hearer. Therefore, we Qre to be bold in preaching, -~ld in confessing, bold
in renroving, bold in bringing our petitions before the throne of grace
(Hebrews 4:16), "that HE: milY have boldnqss in the Day of Judgment." (1 John
4:17) Amen.
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SED/jOr PT'EACHED A'J. rr]:E SIU:JAY SErVICE----
by the Rev. O. W, Schaefer

Orland Park p Illinois

'.L ext: 2 Cor, 4: 13 - "We havin£: the same spirit of faith, accordine- as it is
written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we
also believe and therefore speak."

In Christ Jesus, the Head of the Church, dearly beloved pastors and lay members
of our Conference p visitors and friends:

~he 29th convention of otrr beloved Conference is €Iadually drawing to a close
The sessions today will bring to an end another annual convention of our dele­
gates. As we began on Friday with an ~nspiring service filled with blessing
and comfort from God's Word, so this morning we once more assemble for worship
and await fmther strength and assurance for the tasks that lie ahead. Our
service today bears a festive air as we gather together at the beginning of
a week which is especially sifnificant in Lutheran church history. This coming
Wednesday, June 25th, marks the ~50th anniversary of the Augsburg Confession
"nt'! +ho 4 ()()+.h "vp,,; "O"-''''''T'" t ....f' {-ho P""tr "of' (1""'f'n,,'t'l. I.,Th,,+. mPTnrYY'::lhl P mi 1 !'lstones
th;s;";re ; ~~ll~~~d~~~;;;ibi; b;;~(:~d~}Ii~;ei f··th;~~.gh·· ~ii~ ~h;~;; -i~st~~~nt ~, .
Luther p helanchthon in his earlier years, Andraaa, Selneccer, and Chemnitzl
'I'hrough their faithful labors the p":rr€ Hord of God ..ras proclaj.med and defended
before friend and foe; and G7eat was the blessing of the Lord upon their work
as it presented the cleaJ~ distinction betweer. \ the true teachings of Scripture
and the false position of the errorists. It is by (;00' s grace that we still
hold to the doctrines given in Holy Writ and reiterated in our Lutheran Confes­
sions. 1Jith David ..re decla::re, 'I will praise '.L'hy r,ame for '.-hy loving Idndness
and. for '.Lhy truth;' (Is. 138:2) An abundance of grattitude and love should pour
from our hearts that God has united us in a common bond of faith aroun~ His pure
Hard and has preserved us from falling into the snares of liberalism and union­
ism and making shipwrbck' of our faith. It is sad that amonr the 69t million
Lutherans in the world many will not obsorve these tHO great anniversaries in a
God-pleasing manner p for they have dIifted away from the true doctrine and prac­
tice and follow new paths of teaching and thinking p which however disrupt true
unity and contribute to religious cOEfusion in the "IOrIO.. God presel:ve us from
ever joining their ranks, but let us as hwnble 20th century disciples sit at
Jesus' feet and be gUIded by His wisdcm fOl timo and for eternity: ~hen our
faith will ~row and become stronger and we will be moved to share the blessings
of r-od's Word with others. ~o this we are encouraged by the words of our text,
a passage that is the basis for our convention motto:1T!e relieve and therefore
Speak!: On the basis of this Hord of Cod let uS p under the fuidance of the Eo13
Spirit, consic18j~ today:

'rEB TILELY CALL FrmI HOLY SCf'IP~.'U8E A:'TD our CO}-FESSIOFiS: HOLD FAST 'I'O
THE 'j.TiU'.CH Al~D COJ'FESS IT:

To heed this call:
1. Let us reaffirm our faith in the pure 'l'eachinps of God's vlord.

II. Let us Yosolve anew p ~rith Cod's help p to testify to 1-:is truth at every
opportunity.

1.

Our text is taken from the second lotter which Paul wrote to the Corinthian
Christians. In this chapter he declares how he preached the Gospel of Christ
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with ::lJ 1 sincer.ity, ClnQ dilit:cnco. but 'R.l so had to ~mdm:n many a.fflictions· which
nearly overwhelmed. him, such as beatings and stoning at the hands of enemies and
also perils of all kinds. Yet he does not mtlTmUr or complain, but speaks of
himself as an earthen vessel, a frail, human being, subject to these experiences
so that through his ministry the powar of God might be manlfest to all. What
courage and certainty are evident in his wordsl (Read verses 8 and 9)

How could this apostle be so serene and confident? vJhat enabled him to
endure sufferings while eagerly dispensing the treasuros of salvation in Christ
to others? It was not some stoical attitude: that's life, you take the good'
With the bad: no, the key is to be found in Paul's faith and txust in God, a
fai th that came into his heart on ' lJilie way to Damasclls Hbcn (,ho hoav8r~y vision
of Jesus changed him from an enemy of tho Church and Christianity into a child
of God and later a preacheJ: and defender of the Gospel, He was filled with the
Holy Ghost and spoke in words which the Holy Ghost teaches. He knew the Old
Testament, in particular the Psalms, and in our text he refers to Psalm 116
where David speaks of being greatly afflicted, but when he remembered the founda­
tion of his faith, he said, "I believed and therfoTe have I spoken;: (v.l0) and
then he addod gratefully, 'Yihat shall I render unto the Lord for all His beneHts
to\<fard me? ,. (v .12)

Holding up the grant faith of David as a model, Faul made the statement of
the psalmist his very own, saying, vie have the same spirit of faith, we also
believe; Paul Y~ew that his faith had a sure foundation, for it rested on the
living Christ, a foundation that would not shake or crumble with time. He
assured the Corinthians that his spirii of faith is the same as that which all
true children of God have, and the goal of that faith is the glorious resurrec­
tion of the Last Day and life eternal,

Dear hearers, have we the same spirit of faith as David and Paul had? Holy
Scripture and all our Confessions call to us to hold fast to the truth in these
latter days. Thanks be to Goo, our Conference has by His grace continued to
walk on the old paths while round about us orthodoxy is regarded as old-fashioned,
an ecumenical spirit is praised, and the Church is no longer considered useful
and productive unless it adapts itself to modern religious thinking. These aJ:e
critical times for the followers of Jesus, but if we treasure the rich store­
house of spiritl.~al blessings which are ours in His \-iord, and if we reaffirm our
stand on that Word as the only sure foundatin of our faith J then we can heed
that call to hold fast to the truth and remain His disciples indeed.

When we think of ou,r convention motto, "Loyalty to our Lutheran Confessions,"
let no one say this is taIting tho place of faithfulness to Holy Scripture. We
desire to be loyal to all our Confessions because they correctly present the
true teachings of the Bible, and our faith rests on a definite word of Cod J on
clear passages which state what we are to believe on inspiration, justification,
sanctification, creation, prayer, marriage, Church and ~inistrYJ 1aptism, Lord's
Supper, and other doctrines. With many of these teachings being mutilated and
even obliterated today, it is emperative that we re-read and re-study those
precious truths of the Bible so beaut-ifl.uly explained in our Confessions and then
stand firm on them without doubt ~ld wavering, defending them against all error
from within and without the Church. '::,'his glorious heritage which by Cod's grace
has been preserved to us to this day is too valuable to lose. bay it be said
of us as was once declared by the Duke of Bavaria when he had heard the Augsbtrrg
Confession : ''J.'he Lutherans are TN the Scriptures and we are OU'l'SIDE of theml'
let us state bolcQy with those Lutheran heroes of faith 400 years ago in the
Formula of Concord: 'ltle testify to those now living and those who shnll come
after us that his declara"~.ion is our faith, doctrine and confession z we will
neither privately nor publicly speak or write anything contrary to it, but by
the help of (~od' s grace intend to abide thereby! (':i.riglot, p.nG3)

Dear fellow-Lutherans, praise Cod for His grace if ~rou have the same spirit
of faith that Paul hadl Let nothine affect it adversely or destroy it, but say
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with the psalmist: "£hy Hord have I hid in mine heart .•• ~'hy Hord is very
pure, therefore J'hy servant loveth it: (Fs. 119:11 and 140)

But to heed the call of Scripture and the _·onf8ssions let us also resolve
anew to testify to the -i,ruth at every opportunit y~ Faul says in our text, 'we
al so believe and therefore speak:' (v .13) 'I'he faith of the apostle was so firm
and sure and his convictions so deep that despite the troubles and dangers
which he encountered he could not remain silent but witnessed and testified fOI
his Lord, who also reassured him, . Bo not afraid, but speak .. , for I am with
thee2; (Acts 18:9-10)

Bold confession of the truth we also find in ~he ~ives of ~e~er ann uonn.
when they were arrested by Jewish leaders for their fearless preaching and
commanded no longer to teach in Jesus I name, their reply was: "1I1e cannot but
speak the things which we have seon and heard: (Acts 4:20) And they continued.
to pl'each rod's ;iJord with boldness, proudly declaring, 'V/e are His witnesses!"
(Acts 5:)2)

And what a powerful example the faith of Luther is as he spoke and. wrote
against the doctrinal errors in thp Church, nobly defended the truth at the Die
of Worms, and translated tnt' Biblo i.nto ('orman so that many others might find
their Savior, believe in Him, and also tostify '\:,0 His name, The courageous
confession of tho reformer will stand as a monument to the power of the Word
to the end of time.

EquaJ.ly not(;WorJcrl~- was -the fai tl-lful testlmoi1Y of other theologians ancl lead=
ers in Luthm' s day and after his death who seized E;VO:Ly opportunity to confesf
their faith, state their doctrinal position, and clearly demonstrate that Luthl
ans WCrfJ not another fanatical religious sect. 'Jhis is shown by the motto
l-rhich appeaxed below the ti.tle of the AugsbuY-g Corifession ~ Ps~ 119g4,6 - 1.1
will speak of 'Jhy testimonies also before kings and will not be ashamed:' In
that spirit they declared loyalty to Christ, protested against abuses in the
ChULch, and vigorously condemned all teachings which conflicted with Holy Writ,
Vath the adoption of the Augsburg Confession a new era of civil and religious
freedom was inaugurated which has extended to OUT times. It is another but
higher Declaration of Independence, Similax testimony poured forth from the
Formula of Concord which under God served as a unifying factor in the Church
after )0 yoars of vo:ry disturbinE: doctrincll controversies, vlhat a significant
confession of faith, and what joy rcifned among Lutherans when in 1580 the Bool
of Concord was published containing the three Creeds and all our Confessions a~

a solemn l:e2.ffi:tmatibn of the truths of the Gospel!
How shall we react to all this? David reminds us in lsalm 145, . Thy saints

shall speak of the glory of 1'hy kingdom and talk of 'J:'hy powerl' Lest we try t,<
excuse ourselves and ff~el unqucJ.ified for the task, Jesus encourages us, ''j.'aj{€)

no thought how or what ye shall speak; for it shall be given you .,. what ye
shall speak.:' (ratt. 10:19-20) Hero then is tho challenge from the two anni­
versaries we ~ce observing! Share the truths of the Bible with others and con­
foss your faith at every opportunity! Each of us is to work hard for the caUSf
of the Gospol and give it our best efforts, even if that means suffering for
Jesus' sake, knowinf that God will sustain and strengthen us, Let us publiciz(
our existence as a ConfeY-ence that has and teaches the pun, Hard of God, that
maintains a Seminary where all courses ".Ie permeated with the wisdom of the LOJ
and not with the liberal and modernistic trends of religious thought~ We need
to confess our faith over ,,~ainst the continuing inroads of unbelief and errOl
and testify to that Word of our Lord which produces faith and gives life and jr

which lie the answe~s to problems arising in home, church, and State. Can th~l

be anything but holy enthusiasm and earnest activity on our part when we realiz
what an unmerited treasure we have in our Biblo and our Confessions - a store­
house of truths which alone can direct the eyes of others to things eternal so
that they with us might enjoy the bliss of heaven?

o dear Cb.:cistians, as you leave this convention and return to your respecti',
homes and churches, say in the spirit of faul, David, and many other faithful
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confessors of the truth, As God gives grace, we will continue to believe and to
speak: And the Lord proinisolp, "~Jhos08VGr therefore shall confess Ne before men.
him will I confess also before r<iy Father which is in heaven:" (Latt. 10:32)
So let us sing with the hymn writer:

Om-lard then t for naught despairing,
Calm we follolf at his \Jord,
'I'hus through joy and sorrow bearing
F'aithful witness to our Lord. Amen.

(LH 461:4)
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Convention Essay

'l'HE ,b-VJ:HOT I'lX .9E §C::IF'j:Lr~ ACCOIDL£ TO rLEI: LC:EEEAl CUTFESSIOi;'S
by Rev. Ranel.all D, St:rx

:Ne as Ch:Listians have many tbiTlfs for which we can reJolcc and give tharJ{s:
a Savior who loves us in spite of ou:: sins and. vr110 gave Eimself in sacrifice so
that we might escape the tcrrible results of those sinsl the complete forgiveness
of our sins because of that sacrifice; tho precious ~Jord. of (·oct which brings us
the good news of our salvatiol"~. in Christ, arid by that Viord the Holy Spirit of Cae
who gently anc lovingly turns OLD: hea:::ts to faH,h and trust in His Cospel; to­
gether with us, also othezs whose hea~ts have likewise been regenerated and are
preserved in saving faith, with whom wo can unite and join in thanking and prais­
ing God, and toward whom we can exercise faith's fruit of love in an especially
joyful way, One could go on and on listing all the wonderful blessings free-
ly given us by au,: Lord and Savior!

Among these blessine are two special products of the events of his"tory, the
Augsburg Confession ancl the Look of Concon;!. (which includes the Augsburg Confes..
sion as well as other confessiol"ls of the o2Nrly Luthoran Church). Hith these the
Lord. has preserved even l.mto us in these latter days the purity and truth of His
Gospel, His Holy Scripttrreso As we maTk the 450th &~d 400th anniversaIies of
these precious doCUmerJT,S, it is fitting that in our cor.fere1'lce periodical and in
our activities in convention assombleel He take :,imo arcl space specially to con­
sider these blessings of the Lord: ~h6 Lutheran Confessions.

r1here are some, howev8J:, who ask, . ~lhat place do the Lutheran Confessions
have in our lives today? Do the confossions make us Christians? Do we not base
our faith on Scriptu.:re and not on the writings of Jnen?ihy confine: the doctrine
of the ChR:ch to the opinions of an ancient body of men? ~he Scriptures arc to
be our only norm, j:1Jle, and stanc1arc':"

Indeec:', the Sc:.:iptures are -';:.;1.8 or.ly fount of fai'~h, as we read, Romans 10:17,
'So then faith cometh by hearine" and hearing by the vlord of (:od. Of a truth,
all- doctrine and -i:,cn,chil'''.g is to como only fj:om the Eoly Scriptures, fo::c it is
written, He that hath my word, let him speak E:11 word faithfully.' (JeI'.23:28)
'\iJhatsocver I (Coel) command thee observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto
nor diminish-f:-om it. '. (Deut. 12:32) "Y8 shall no'~ 2..dd un.to the word. which I
coml!'lanCL you, neithe,: shall ye diminisb augb:i:. from it.' (Deut. L,,:2) "Blessed are
they that keep His testimonies. ''Let ':.by mercies come also unto me, 0 Lord,
even '.l.hy salvatiol1, accorcang to .:±:hlC 1ioro.• " (Ps. 119: 2,[,2) . If any man shall
ar1.d unto these things, Cod shall aGo. unto him the plagues th2..1: are written in
'~his book, and if any man shall take away from the WOlds of 'che book of this
prophecy, Cod shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the
holy city, ancl f:rom the things "r.citten in this book.' (Rev. 22:18,19)

DUt it was this vo::cy pririciple which hac: come to be forsaken by many in visi­
ble Christenc:om. '.l.'he:r- omn,n Catholic Church hf\,d replaced the Bible with the
decrees of AntiChrist and with all sorts of human traditions. Saving faith was
pIopounded as a produ.ct, not of the Holy Spirit thrOUGh the vlorcl, but of the of­
ficial visibly organized" oman C<,.tholic Church. 'there "rere those also in the
early L1..~the~:an Church who replaced the principle of Scripture being the only nOrJr:
and source of faith and d.octrine with the le<"nings and ioel'.s of their own minds
and reason. As 2. result, many f2:,lse and doJ'1gerous teachings [S."ose alongside the
tJ.':'uth and even almost obscured the Lorc1 ' s TTuth completely.

Lest this happen and the LOTd's true Church cease to exist -- which could not
be -- the }=oly Spi:::it moved cer~ail1 -::'0 champion the cause of tr1..!th, to reaffirm
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and re-establish the Word of God as the sale standard for faith and doctrine.
'I'he confessions which came as a rosult of this work, of c, surity, have as a primt
purpose the roaffirmation of the principle of the nbsolute authority of the
Scripture, and Scripture alone.

Just how these confessions accomplish this is the topic of this present essay,
as we consider:

The Authority of Scripture ~cco1:ding to the Lutheran Confessions

I
The Lutheran Confessions proclaim the absolute authority of Scripture, first,

by stating this principle forthright, simply and plainly. Eow, some may wonder
at this, for when they peruse the contents of the Confessions they find no one
article treating just the authority of the Holy Scriptures; and, indeed, this is
so. Many ask, accordingly, 'Why not? lrad the writers of the Confessions for­
saken the Scripture principle?' i,iot at alL To understand the lack of a specif
ic article on the authority of Scripturo, one must see the context of attitude
toward Scripture at the time the Confessions were written.

Examination of this attitude will reve~l that, even though the exeIcise of
the Scripture principle had, in truth, been forsaken, to its theory people still
heldo Even the promoters of f~lse doctrine outside Lutheranism claL~€d a Scrip=
tural foundation, though when pressed for proof they would cite only the fathers
(i.e. reknowned Christians of times past), the decrees of the visibly organized
Church, or human reason. So also within Lutheranism, true and false teachers
alike agreed on the authority of Scriptures -- even though the presence of a
false doctrine necessarily implies an inconsistency with this principle. Fow,
the Confessions were drawn up primarily to clear up matters on controversy and
divison I not matters where there was agreement. And so, C',s A. C. Piepkorn words
it, concerning all parties in :reformation times, "If there was one point of uni­
versal agreement, it was the authority, the inspiration, and the inerrancy of
the Sacred Scriptures, It is not surprising, thereforo, that we do not have an
explicit article on the Sacred Scriptures in the Lutheran Symbols, ,. (A.C. Piep­
korn, 'The Fosition of the Church and Her Symbols', Concordia Theological jVlonth­
ly, Vol, XXV #10, October, 1954, p.740~ as quoted in Kurt E. harquart, Anatomy
of an Explosion, Concordia Theological Seminary Fress, Fort IJayne, Indiana, 1977
p.)5)

Hevertheless, the priciple of the absolute authority of Scriptures is plainly
taught and confessed in the Lutheran Confessions, ~nd that with regard~o both
its authority to engender and preserve faith (What has been called "causative
autho:rity"). and that authority by which Scripture 1.S the onlY rule and norm
of faith~ the only divinely appoi~ted judge b~tween truth and falsehood. (what
is known as "normative authority'·) (Compu-es J.T. Nueller , Christian Dogmatics
C.P.H., St. Louis, 1955, p. 121)

Causative Authority

'.i.'here are probably those who would argue that the Lutheran Confessions do
not credit the Scriptures with being the only source of faith. 'To substan.tiate
their clair.: they might cite Luther's Large Catechism, where in his treatment of
the Third Article of the Apostles' Creed he states, 'I believe that the Eoly
Ghost makes me holy, as His name implies, But whereby does He accomplish this,
and what are His methoe. and means to tbis ond? Answer: By the Christian Churcr.,
the forgiveness of sins, the rosurrection of the body, and life everlasting, For r
in the first place, Ee has a peculiar (special) congregation in the world which
is the mother that begets and bears every Christian••. :·
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Such a misquotation would seem to show that the Confessions ascribe causa­
tive authority to the Christian Church (which would be but a step away from
the Roman idea htat the Roman Church has this as well as all authority). But
to see clearly that such is not the case, all one need do is keep the book open
and keep reading, for the complete quotation continues, "He has a peculiar
congregation in the world which is the mother that be~ets and bears ever~r

Christian throu h the Hard of God, which He reveals and preaches and through
which He 11lumines and enkindles hearts, that they understand, accept it,
cling to it, and persevero in it. For where He does not cause it (i.e. the
i'ord of God) to be preached and made alive in the heart, so that it is under­
stood, it is lost, as was the case under the Papacy, where faith was entirely
put under the bench, and no one recognized Christ as his Lord, or the Holy
Ghost as his Janctifier; that is, no one believed that Christ is our Lord in
the sense that Fe has acquired this treasure for us, without our works and
merit, and made us acceptable to the Father." (Large Catechism, )rd Article,
§§ 41 - 43; Triglotta p. 689)

Indeed, the Large Catechism plainly states that it is the liard of God
through which the Holy Ghost illumines and enkindles hearts to believe. But
the Large Catechism is not alone in this testimony! for we read also in the
Augsburg Confession, "For through the rord and ::.acrament, as through instru­
ments, the Holy Ghost is given. vlho works faith Hhere and when it -pleases God."
(Art. v, §§ 1,2; Trig. p~ 45)· The Apology, too, plainly states, ~Justifica­
tion occurs through the Ford, just as St. Paul says, Rom. 1& 16, 'The Gospel is
the pm-rer of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth.' likeHise 10 g 17,
'Faith cometh by hearing.'" (Art. IV, § 67; Trig. p. 139) ':>0 also in the
?.malkald Articles we read, "And in those things Hhich concern the spoken out-

ward liard, vie most firmly hold that God grants His ,}pirit or brace to no one,
except through or I'llth the preceeding oubrard 1ord." (Art. III, VIII, § 3;
Trig. p. 495) Again the 3malkald Articles plainly state, "Therefore we ought
and must maintain this point, that God does not wish to deal with us otherwise
than through the spoken Lord and the Jacraments." (Art. III, VIII, § 10: Trig.
p. 497) Eoreover, lest vie think that the Sacraments are set forth as something
separate from God's l'ord, note the testimony of the ~mall Catechismg First,
regarding the great Baptismal blessings of the working of the forgiveness of
sins, deliverance from death and the devil, and the giving of eternal salvation,
He read, "It is not the water indeed that does them, but the Ford of God which
is in and Hith the water, and faith 1'J"hich trusts such ;. ord of God in the water."
(Baptism III, § 10; Trig. p. 551) ,;0 also, regarding the great benefit of eat­
ing and drinking in the :;acrament of the Altar, vIe read., "It is not the eating
and drinking indeed that does them, but the words here written, 'Given and shed
for you for the remission of sins'; which Nards, besides the bodily eating and
drinking, are the chief thing in the 3acrament, and he that believes these word~

has what they say and express, namely, the forgiveness of sins." (:;acrament of
the Altar, § 2l Trig. p. 557) Furthermore, regarding Cornelius of Acts 10, who
had Come to Old Testamentfaith, the Smalkald Articles state, " •••Hithout such
preceeding word and hearing could not have believed or been righteous," (Art.
III, VIII, § 8 i Trig. p, Lk95)

This efficacy and pOlrer of the ,::>criptures to produce faith is furthermore
confessed bJT the Lutheran')::/mbols to be present even though it be administered
by sinful and unbelieving men, as vre find in the Augsburs Confession, "Both the
Sacrament and the taro. are effectual by reason of the institution and command­
ment of God, nohlithstanding they be administered by evil men." (Art. VIII, § 2;
Trig. p. 46)

The authority to produce and preserve'faith, moreover, is not limited by the
Confessions to faith in general, but is shown to provide assurance and convic-
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tion also with regard to specific doctrines, as for example, to infant Baptism.
Note the Nords of the Lar~e Catechism: "Pe bring the child in the conviction
and hope that it believes, and we pray that God may grant it faithl but we do
not baptize it upon that, but solely on the command of God. Fhy so? Because
we know that God does not lie. I and my neighbor and, in short, all men may
err and deceive g ~tlt the Ford of God ca.nnot errol! In S!lort 9 the llord of Gods
by its testimony of inerrancy produces in us assurance in the command and pro­
mise of God for infant Baptism -- from which assurance and faith we act. (Quote
from Infant Baptism, § 57; Trig. p. 747)

It is to be noted here that, as the Scriptures themselves are they which
produce faith in all the teachings of God, so also it is the Scriptures which
produce faith even in the authority of::icriptures to do so. Hote hov! this is
put by J.T. I'iueller (Christian Dogmatics, p, 122), "The same causative author­
ity as st. Paul ascribes to the divine llord in these passages (Le. those he
had just quoted) Christ asserts, when He says: 'If any man will do His will, He
shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God or whether I speak of myself.'
John 7, 17. From John 6, 40 we learn that 'to do His will' means to hear and
believe the divine Pord, so that He ascribes the working of divine assurance
to the divine lord itself. In this way, then, and only in this Hay do we re­
ceive divine aSSUrance of the truth of God's Ford: Scripture attests itself
as the true llord of God through the po,'ler of the Holy Ghost, nho operates
thrOUgh the divine Ford. This truth is of practical importancel for Hhenever
doubts arise in the heart of the Christian regarding the divine Lord, the only
way in which to dispel them is to 'search the Jcriptures'. John 5, 39, since
they are the divine means by Hhich the FolYJPirit enlightens and confirms him
in the truth, 1 John 5, 9. 101 John 3, JJl- 2 Cor. 1, 20 - 221 :Sph. 1, 13."

Is this an argument in a circle -- deriving proof that Scripture has author­
ity from the Scripture's own testimony thereto? lOot at all~ For to claim that
this is arguing in a circle is, as one Phillippi said, "That is the same thing
as when a blind man accuses his seeing neighbor of arguing in a circle, claim­
ing that the sun shines, since he sees by its light," and as Gottfried Hoffman
puts it, "As the first principles arc known of themselves and shine in their
own light, and as in the realm of nature light bears witness of itself and has
no need of an outside light, so, too, tho tostimony of the Holy Ghost has no
need of outside testimony, but shines in its own light and abundantly proves
itself to be divine by its own divine efficacy and power, in which it rejoices,
although another cannot be persuaded of this unless he himself attentively
reads Scripture and thus shares in this internal testimony." (Both quoted
from F. Pieper, Christian DOgmatics, Vol. I, p, 309)

(Regarding this specific aspect of >cripture's causative authorlty (namely,
to produce faith in ':iCriptures Dim causative authority) the Confessions do not
explicitly speak. But this should cause no concern I for they, as we have al­
ready seen, clearly testify of this authority uith regard to all matters of

!'"- ~.. _.. • _ • _ _ • _. ~ _~ • .. I. t"'l ,

Ia~thl and What pertains to aLL pertalns to ever~r specH-~c por-t~on "tuereoI.j

Normative Authority

As we have seen above p the Confessions clearly attest to the authority of
Scripture to produce and preserve faith -- faith in our eternal salvation and
faith in all the teachings of )cripture. This faith, with regard to the caus­
ative authority of Scripture, leads directly to another firm conviction: that,
as:.icripture is an absolutely true and faith producing witness of the truths
of God and a source of doctrine, it is a;lso the only ultimate source and basis
of comparison for what is true with respect to Goo and His ways.
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This principle, that <;cripture is the only ultimate rule and standard upon
which we are to identify truth and error, is the plain teaching of ~-)cripture

itself p "rhen it says, 'IC ,earch the ~criptu:res, for in tbeiiL yo trlirJt. ye h.avo
eternal life, and they are they vrhich testify of me." (John 5: 39) Again,"If
ye continue in my word, then are yo my disciples indeed, and ye shall know the
truth and the truth shall make you free." (John e.: 31, 32) And, as the Confes­
sions plainly attested to the causative authority of icripture, so also they
plainly attest to thisl the normative authority of God's Ford.

The Romanists had repeatedly appealed, in defence of their positions, to the
history of visible Christendom; to the tradH,ions and Hrltings of famous early
Christians -- the "fathers", to the decisions of the Church in coucils and
meetings, to early written works of Christians which had been compiled into
Hhat Has called the Canon (not to be confused with that "Canon" which is the
truly divinely inspired books of the 0criptures); and to the purported author­
ity of the Pope of Rome. The Calvinists and humanists of that time, on the
other hand, SUbtly appealed to a test by human reason and understanding; for,
while they said their views were Scriptural, their argumentation was by an
approach of logic and reason -- allbeit necessary in our apprehension of God's
teachings, but in their case -- without the overseeing guide of clear Scripture
passages. Indeed, instead of making their reason captive and subject to the
~';criptures, they made the teachings of '3cripture subject to their reason and
understanding.

Regarding the Romanist view, Luther leaves no doubt as to his faith concern­
ing the authority to establish doctrine. In his "Thosis on the Authority of
the Christian Church", .jt. Louis ed. Xg, 958, he says, "The Christian Church
has no power to establish any articles of faith, has never established one, and
Nill never do so." Again in ,aI, 1414, he Hrites, "Let thorn scream themselves
into a frenzy crying Church, Church~ -- without God's t:ord it is nothing~"

Can there be any doubt that this same truth is plainly taught by the Confes­
sions Nhen ~re read in the Apologsy, "Fe concecle neither to the Pope nor to the
Church the pONer to make decrees against this consesus of the prophets," (Art.
XII, § 67, TriG. p. 271) and again in the ,;jmalkald Articles , " .•• it ",rill not
do to frame artielos of faith from the wor}~ or words of the holy Fathers,
otherwise their kind of fare, ornaments, of house, etc., would have to become
an article of faith, as was done ¥lith the relics. Fe have, howover, another
rule, namely: the rord of God shall establish articles of faith, and no one
else p not even an angel. "? (Part II, Art. II, § 15, Trig. p. 467)

And, concerning the humanistic vioHpoint, note the following: In discussion
of the Scripture teaching of the Real Presence in the Lord's 8upper, upon point­
ing to the clear vrords of Christ, "This is my body .•. ," and, "This is my blood,!!
the Formula of Concord reads, 'Te are certainly in duty bound not to interpret
and explain these Hords of the eternal, true, and almighty 30n of God our lord,
Creator and Redeemer Jesus Christ, differently, as allegorical, figurative
tropical expressiollli, according as it seemS agreeable to our reason, but with
simple faith and due obedience to receive the words as they" read in their pro­
per and plain sense, and allow ourselves to be diverted therefrom (Latin: from
this express testament of Christ) by no objections or human contradictions spun
from human reason, hov.rever charming they may appear to reason,

"Even as Abraham, Nhen he hears Cod's T;ord concerning offering his son, al­
though, indeed p he had cause enough for disputing as to Hhether the words should
be understood according to the letter or with a tolerable or mild interpretatioJ1
since they conflicted openly not only with all reason and with the divine and
natural law, but also with the chief article of faith conoerning the promised
Seed, Christ, who was to be born of Isaac, nevertheless, just as previously,
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when the promise of the blessed 0ced from Isaac was given him, he gave God the
honor of truth, and most confidently concluded and believed that what God had
promised He could also do p although it appeared impossible to his reason; so
also here he understands and believes God's Ford and command plainly and simply,
as they read according to the letter, and commits the matter to God's omnipo­
tar.ce and vJisdom, )'rhich, he knows, has many more modes and ]>lays to fulfil the
promise of the Seed from Isaac tr~n he can comprehend with his blind reason~ --

"Thus He, too, are simply to believe with all humility and obedience the
plain, firm, clear, and solemn words and commands of our Creator and Redeemer,
without any doubt and disputation as to how it agrees with our reason or is
possible. For these '!>!ords Here spoken by that Lord i'lho is infinite Viisdom and
Truth itself, and also can execute and accopmlish everything which He promises."
(Thourough Declaration, Art. VII, §§ 1.;-5 - L~71 Trig. p. 987, 989)

J:·:otc also the words of the Apolof;y in answer to the Roman Catholic claim that
monasticism had a ~)criptural basis -- a "basis" founded on the examples of the
VOHS of the Nazarites (rum. 6: 2 ff.), and the Rcchabites' not having posses~

sions nor drinking wine (Jer. 35: 6 ff.): After showing hOH even these examples
were no basis at all, the Confession continues, "Besides, examples ought to be
interpreted. according to the rule, 1.e. according to certain and clear passages
of Scripture, not contrary to the rule, that is, contrary to 3cripture." (Art.
XXVII, § 60, Trig. p. 441) The Formula of Concord, moreover, sets forth this
same principle when it approvingly says of Luther that he, "has expressly
drmm this distinction, namely, -that the rord of Cod alon~ should be and remain
the only standard and rule of doctrine, to which the writings of no man should
be regarded as equal, but to which everything should be subjected." (Thourough
Declaration, Comprehensive :3ummary, § 9b~ Trig. p. 855)

Indeed, the Confessions clearly set forth the Scriptural principle that
;.)cripture alone is to bo the rule and standard of all doctrine and teaching in
the Christian Church, in theological terminology, the Rule which rules (Norma
normans), even as the Epitome of the Formula of Concord declares in its opening
words:

"lie believe, teach, and confess that the sale rule and standard according
to which all dogmas together with (all) teachers should be estimated and
judged are the prophetic and apostolic '3cripturGs of the Old and of the ;ew
Testament alone, as it is \'Tritten Ps. 119, 105; 'Thy liord is a lamp unto my
feet and a light unto my path.' And st. Paul: 'Though an angel from heaven
prench any other Gospel unto you, let him be accursed,' Gal. 1, 8 "

"To this direction, as above announced, all doctrines are to be conformed,
and what is contrary thereto is to be rejected and condemned, as opposed to the
unanimous declaration of our faith.

"In this way the distinction behlOcn the Holy Scriptures of the Old and of
the i-erT Testament and all other 'Hiting is preserved, and the Holy Scriptures
alone remain the only judge, rule, and standard, according to which, as the
only test-stone, all dogmas shall and must be discerned and judged, as to
whether they are sood or evil, right or wrong." (3ummary, Content, Rule, and
Standard, §§ 1,6,7; Trig. p. 777, 779)

(Side noteg From the above quotations it should be evident that the Confes­
sions admit no room for the idea that there is a difference between the lord of
God and the :;criptures -- as if ]1m are bound in doctrine to the infalIible Ford
of God, but not to the "fallible human ,)criptures". The Ford of God and the
:..lcriptures are identical and are so presented in the Confessions, even as they
are repeatedly put side by side, in apposition (~)ee, for example, the Apology
Art. II, § L:,; Trig. p. 105). ::ote also hmv the I'ormula of Concord, Thorough
Declaration, Comp:cehensive,ummary, throughout contrasts divine and human
writings~ how there the latin teAt (§9)'has for "rord of God", "sacred letters
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(sacris litteris)": and how, as put by Kurt E. Iiarquart (Anatomy of an Explo­
sion, p. 131), the~malkald Articles "use ',:.cripture' and 'Hord of God' Q.uite
lnterchangably in the paragraphs leading up to the classic assertion of the
great Reformation sola scriptura principle: 'The \iord of God shall establish
articles of faith, and no one else, not even an angel.''')

II

\il thout a doubt, the Lutheran ConfeEsions powerfully attest to the absolute
authority of the Scriptures by stating the sola scriptura principle plainly and
clearly. But there is another important way in which they do this; for not only
did tho writers of the Confessions plainly state that Scripture was and is the
only absolute authority, but they also followed that principle in setting down
their articles of faith. Yes, it Has to the C;criptures they pointed to con­
vince others to join in their Confession and to show that their Confession Has,
in fact, truth.

There are many who claim that the Lutheran Confessions add something to the
Scriptures. ::)ome will argue this claim by saying, "Look, even the Confessions
themselves call Luther's catechisms 'the Bible of the laity', thereby adding
human works to and even with pre-eminence over the Bible."

But such is nothing less than a deceitful argument, totally ignoring the
whole presentation of the Confessions, as well as the immediate context of
where this phrase is used. Given the firm conviction held by those writers as
we have seen it in the first part of this essay, there is only one way in
which the catechisms could "be called Hthe Bible of the laity". fate the words
of the Confession where this phrase is found I "Fe also confess the ;imall and
Large Catechisms of Dr. luther, as they are included in Luther's works, as the
Bible of the laity, wherein everything is comprised which is treated at greator
length in Holy Scripture, and is necessary for a Christian man to know for his
salvation." (Epitome, fjummary, etc., § 5; Trig. p. 777) ~ ate also the refer­
ence to luther's catechisms in the Thorough Declaration of the Formula of Con­
cord, "In the pure churches and schools these :;)llblic common writings have been
always regarded as the sum and model of the doctrine which Dr. Luther, of bles­
sed memory, has admirably deduced from God's liord." (Comprehensive _:ummary I

§ 9a; Trig. p. [53)

Indeed, just so we repeatedly find in our well known 3mall Catechism, as we
read, "that does God say... ?" (Close of the Commandments § 21; Trig. p.543),
"l!hich is that Ford of God?" (Baptism I, § 3), "I'hich are such words and pro­
mises of God?" (Baptism II, § 7L "l'here is this written?" (Baptism IV, § 1:3
and :.:acrament of the Altar; § 3; Trig. pp. 553. 555), and "as it. paul says
Titus chapter third, ••• " (Baptism III, § 10; Trig. p. 551).

In the same manner all the Confessions follow the principle of convincing
the readers and SUbstantiating their articles of fai t.h by the clear I'ord of
Jcripture. ~o it is that in the Augsburg Confession alone are more than sixty­
five places where Bible passages are cited for bases and proof -- most of which
are incorporated into the text of the Confession. Of these the following are
a fel-r examples ~

In the discussion of whether or not prayer is to be made to the depart­
ed saints, Article :nI, § 2 (Trig. p. 57) reads, "But Scripture teaches
not the invocation of saints, or to ask help of saints, since it sets be­
fore us the one Christ as the Mediator, Propitiation, High Priest, and
Intercessor •••••• this worship Be approves abovG all, to wit, that in all
affliction He be called upon, 1 John 2: 1, 'If any man sin we have an
Advocate with the Father, etc.'" (The Cerman text includes the words,
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"Jesus Christ, the Righteous" -- "dor gerecht ist, JCsum.")
Concerning whether p contrary to Roman Catholic teaching p also the wine

should be administered to the lay Christian in the jacrament of the Altar,
Article XXII, §1 (Trig. p • .59) reads, "To the laity are given both kinds
in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, because this usage has the command­
ment of the lord in Matt. 26~ 27, 'Drink ye nIl of it', where Christ has
manifestly commanded concerning the cup that all should drink."

For the presentation of the doctrine of Justification the Confession
cites all of Romans chapters 3 and 4, and repeatedly, in one article of
faith after another. one finds. "as also the voice of Christ attests,
'_' Lk. 17: 10" (Art. VI, § 21 Trig. p. 46), "as ';t. Paul says, '__'
Eph. 48 .5,6" (Art. VII, § 4, Trig. p. 46), "according to the saying of
Christ, '_' r!]att. 238 2" (Art. vIII, § 1; Trig. p. ~,6), etc .• Scripture
passages are used to support the truth and to refute error, as are John
14·: 6, in Article XX, § 10 (Trig. p • .5.5), and Psalm 19: 12, in Article XI,
§ 2 (Trig. p. LJ(6) , where we read, "In confession an enumeration of all
sins is not necessary. For it is impossible according to the Psalm, 'Tho
can understand his errors?'"

So it is that the writers of the Augsburg Confession could truthfully affirm
in the opening and closing sentences: "te offer, in this matter of religion, the
Confession of our preachers and of ourselves, showing "'hat manner of doctrine
from the Holy L)criptures and the pure Ford of God has been up to this time set
forth in our lands, dukedoms, dominions, and cities, and taught in our church­
es." (Preface, § 8, Trig. p. 39) "This is the sum of our doctrine, in "Thich,
as can be seen, there is nothing that varies from the ~.:>criptures••• " (conclu­
sion to the Chief Articles of Faith § 1; Trib • p. 59) "Only those things have
been recounted whereof ue thought th~t it was necessary to speak in order that
it might be understood that in doctrine and ceremonies nothing has been receivee:
on our part against ;;cripture or the Church Catholic." "If there is anything
that any ono might desire in this Confession, we arc ready? God willinb, to
present ampler information according to the Scriptures." (conClusion to contro­
verted articles and to the entire Confession, §§ 5, 7~ Trig, p. 9.5)

As the>cripture principle HaS faithfully folloHed in the Augsburg Conf8ss10·
so it HaS followed also in the other Confessions. Right from the start the
Apology, in defense of the teaching of the Trinity, reads, "This article we have
always taught and defended, and we believe that it has, in Poly Jcripture, sure
and firm testimonies tM, cannot be overthrown." (Art. I, § 21 Trig. p. 103) In
teaching the important doctrine of Justification this Confession also quotes,
"even Paul says, Romans 3: 2f:, '111e conclude tha t a man is justified by faith
without the deeds of the law.' Again Eph. 2: 8,9, 'It is the gift of God, not
of l-Jorks, lest an:)' man should boast o III (Arto IV, § 73; Trigo PlJ 141) The
Smalkald Articles, too, follow suit. i,ote, for example, how the decond Part
(which "Treats of the Articles which Refer to the Office and Hork of Jesus
Christ, or Our Redemption") begins: "The first and chief article is this, That
Jesus Ch~ist, cur God and Lord, died for our sins and was raised aeain for our
justification, Rom. 4: 2.5. And He alone is the lamb of God which taketh away
the sins of the world, John 1: 29; and God has laid on Him the iniquity of us
all, Is. 53: 6. Likewise: All have sinned and are justified without merit
(latin: freely and without their own works or merits) by His grace through the
redemption that is in Chriat Jesus, in His blood, Rom. 3: 23, ff," (Art. II, I,
§§ 1-3; Trig. p. Lj·61) So also the Catechisms: Regarding our need to pray,the
large Catechism, in its opening paragraphs on the lord's Prayer, reads, "In thE­
second place we should be the more urged and incited to pray because God has
also added a promise, and declared that it shall surely be done to us as we pra~

as He says, Ps, 50: 1.5, 'Call upon me itl the day of trouble I I will deliver
thee.' And Christ in the Gospel of :Jt. Natthe.-r 7: 7, 'Ask and it shall be giver.
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you, For everyone that asketh receiveth. ,,, (lord's Prayer, § 19; Trig. p. 703)
Likewise the Formula of ConcoTd, right through to its last article, as we read
concerning God's eternal election, "l'!e should accustom ourselves not to specu­
late concerning the bare, secret, concealed inscrutible foreknowledge of God,
but how the counsel, purpose, and ordination of God in Christ Jesus, who is the
true Book of life, is revealed to us through the 11ord, namely, that the entire
doctrine ••• should be taken together, as Paul treats and has explained this
article, Rom. 8: 29ff; Bph. 1: 4, as also Christ in the parable, Matt. 22. lff,
namely that God in His purpose and counsel ordained (Latin: decreed): •.• " (at
which point the Confession presents its outline of this doctrine.) (Thorough
Declaration, Art. XI, §§ 13, 14; Trig. pp. 1069, 1071)

One could go on and on ~uoting sections of the Confessions to show how com­
pletely they carry out the principle that the Scriptures are the only source,
norm, and standard of and for faith and doctrine, thereby affirming in all
their parts, by statement and example, the authority of the Eoly Scriptures.
Indeed, one would need almost to copy the entire Book of Concord to include
every such witness. But these should suffice to show clearly that the Confes­
sions proclaim and, in fact, are in all their parts founded upon, the authority
of ~cripture -- and Scripture alone.

Conclusions

No, the Confessions are not merely the opinions of ancient men, but a repe­
tition and rephrasing of the very Vord of God, taken from the Scriptures, in
the light of doctrinal controversies of their day. Are the Confessions perfect?
Let me divide the questiono First 9 are they complete? Joe JjlO.l.e itself does
not present all there is to know about God, nor even all that can be known
about nature. But the Bible most assuredly presents all that we need to know
for our salvation, and ~~ch more which is of interest, all of it serving to
bring us to and preserve us in the true faith to life eternal. The Confessions,
on the other hand, do not present all that the Bible includes, so it may be
said that the Confessions are inCOMplete. 18vertheless , they are complete in
presenting all that is necessary for salvation and etornal life. One cannot
prove this statement except to say: Study the Scriptures and the Confessions
thoroughly. Because of tho great care exercisod by the writers of the Confes­
sions, if you can find anything necessary that has not been included, the only
place that such a "requirement" could come from is outside the (lord of God.

As to the second part of perfection -- nhether thoy are without error -­
what must be said is this: The Bible is without error in all respects, in its
teachings and in its manner of presentation -- in every way the right words,
the right length, the right style, the true doctrine. Now, the Confessions
are human writings, as they themselves confess g and are not in all their parts
and for all people without errors of presentation; i.e. the most understandable
language, the right length for all, etc.. ~,)omc may consider parts too short
and brief! others consider them lengthy and difficult, Even the authors of
the Formula of Concord saw the problems such a lengthy confession would pose
to the common people and therefore prepared the Epitome, or summary. It may
even be argued that here or there the best Scripture sedes possible was not
used in proof of a specific teaching. But, and this is very important, because
the writers of the Confessions were convinced by God's rord that only God's
Ford is to establish articles of faith, and because the~r followed that princi­
ple throughout their Hriting, the Lutheran Confessions are 'Hithout error as to
content and doctrine. Read the Confessions; search the ScriptureSi and com­
pare. The Bible will show and convince you that this is so.
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For this reason the Confessions have grent value for us today, as the Con­
fessions themselves declare, raving clearly laid down the sola scri~tura prin­
ciple, the Formula of Concord conti.nues p "But hereby other good, useful, pure
books p expositions of the Cjcripturas, refutations of errors, explanations of
doctrinal articles, are not rejected; for as far as they are consistent with
the above-mentioned t~~e of doctrine. these are useful expositions and explan­
ations p and can be used with advantage," (Thorough Declaration, Comprehensive
;:;ummary, § 10; Trig, p. 855) Fith certain other writings they serve "as Nit­
nesses (Latin~ which are to show) in what manner after the time of the apostles,
and at what places, this (pure) doctrine of the prophets and apostles was pre­
served," (Formula of Concord, Epitome, Summary, § 2b, Trig, p. 777) The Luth­
ernn Confessions specifically are "a testimony and declaration of the faith, as
to how at an~r time the Eoly ..Jcriptures have been understood and explained in
the articles of controversy in the Church of God by those them livinG' and how
the opposite dogma was rejected and condemned," or, as the latin text reads,
"by what arguments the dogmas conflicting with the Holy Scriptures were reject­
ed and condemned. " (Formula of ConcordJ.. Epitome, )ummary, § 8; Trig. p. 779)

The Lutheran Confessions, however, have a special place among human writings,
their value goes beyond one of interest and historical witness. To be sure,
they, as they themselves declare, "are not judges as are the Holy ocriptures."
(Formula of Conc,?rd, Epitome, ,";ummary, § 80.; Trig. p. 779) Together Hith other
human 1tTri tings they "must not be regarded as eClual to the Holy Jcriptures, but
all of them together be subjected to them." (Formula of Concord, Bpitome, 3um­
mary, § 2a! Trig, p. 777) Nevertheless, because upon being subjected to the
Holy Scriptures the lutheran Confessions nre found to be without error in doc­
trinal content, because they are ruled by the Rule l'l"hich rules, they also can
well be used as a supplementary standnrd and guide for keeping our doctrine
and preaching pure and faithful to the lord of God. In fact, because the Luth­
eran Confessions are so completely ruled by God's Ford, to conflict with the
Lutheran Symbols necessarily involves conflicting with the Ford of God. Thus,
as the ~;criptures are called the Rule lihich rules (norma normans), the Lutheran
Confessions are called a rule which is ruled (norma normata).

This truth the Confessions themselves also declare. Hear the testimony of
the t9.rmula of Concord g II1!hat has thus far been said concerning the summary of
our Christian doctrine is intended to mean only this, that we should have a
unanimously accepted) definite, common forn of doctrine, which all our evangel­
ical churches together and in common confess, from and according to which, be­
cause it had been derived from God's l 'ord, all other vrritings should be judged
and adjusted as to how far they are to be approved and accepted,

"For that liG emodied the above-mentioned Hritings r namely, the Augsburg Con­
fession, Apology, Smalkald Articles, luther's TarGe and Small Catechisms p in
tho oft-mentioned Sum of our Christian doctrine, was done for the reason that
these have always and everJ~m6re been regarded as the common, unanimously accep­
ted meaning of our churches, and, moreover, have been subscribed at that time by
thG chi ef and most, Anl'.qhtAnp.n t,hAOlo.Q'iRns. anrl have held swav in all evangel-- ---- -----~ -----~--------- _. ----u- ---, -- ... -

ical churches and schools. So alsop as before mentioned, they were all written
and sent forth before the divisions among the theologians of the Augsburg Con­
fession arose, therefore, since they are held to be impartial, and neither can
nor Should be rejected by either part of those who have entered into controver­
sy, and no one who without guile is an adherent of the Augsburg Confession will
complain of these writings, but will cheerfully accept and tolerate them as lrit­
nesses (of the truth), no one can think ill of (blame) us th~ we derive from
them an explanation and decision of the articles in controversy, and that, as
we lay down God's Ford, the eternal truth, as the foundation, so 1"e introduce
and Cluote also these writings as a witness of the truth and as the unanimously
received correct understanding of our predecessors who have steadfastly held to
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the pure doctrine." (Thorough DeclarDtion, Com])rehensive Summary, §§ 10 - 13~

Trig. po 855)

Again, in § 16, Ne read regarding the Formula of Concord itself, "Now, al­
though the aforesaid Nyitings afford the Christian reader, >-rho delights in and
has a love for the divine truths clear and correct information concerning each
and every controverted article of our Christian religion, DS to what he should
regard and receive as right and true according to God's l'ord of the Prophetic
and Apostolic Scriptures, and what he should reject, shun, and avoid as false
and wrong; yet in order that the truth may be preserved the more distinctly and
clearly, and be distinguished from all errors, and that nothing be hidden and
concealed under ordinary terms (lating rather general 'l-rords and phrases)p He
have clearly and expressly declared ourselves to one another concerninb the
chief and most important articles, taking one by one, which at the present time
have come into controversy, so tnt there might be a public, definite testimony,
not only for those now living, but also for our posteritJr , what is and should
remain the unanimous understanding and judgment (decision) of our churches in
reference to the articlos in controvers:;r." (Trigo p. 857)

Yes, the Lutheran Confessions may and arc to be used as a supplementary
guide to examine and decide between truth and error. But as they are so used,
we should never forget why this is true, l'hy did the confossors take it to
Hrite do.m their refutation of certain teachings? 1'hy "ere these teachings
"in no vmy to be tolerated in our dominions, churches, and. schools"? "Because
these errors conflict 11itb the express j.'ord of Goel, and tha t p too, in such a
vmy that they cannot be reconciled v.rith it." «(,orman: "cannot stand beside it";
"neben solchem nicht bestehen konnen") i'h;}' can He confess the Augsburg and
other lutheran Confessions? As the li'ormula of COi1cord anSHcrs s "re confess
also the First, Unaltered Augsburg Confession as our sJ~bol for this time, not
because it viaS composed. by our theologians, but because it has been taken from
Gad's rord and is founded firmly and well therein." (Preface to the Book of
Concord$ p, 19 ~ 21 Formul~ of Concord, Thorough Declaration, Comprehensive
Summary, § 5; Trig. p. 85n---

Oh s what a wonderful blessing we have in the lutheran Confessionsl In spite
of all the attacks of evil men, in spite of all the attempts of satan to be­
clOUd and eliminate the truth of God's r7ord, Eis liord did not perish -- for it
could not, Rather, men Here moved by his precious Gospel to give strong Fitness
and testimon~r for the truth and to refute false doctrine completely. That Hit­
ness and defense lie have toda:\' in the Lutheran (;;ymbols c

NOH, ..Then those false doctrines and evil spirits try again -- for in all the
false teachings of t,oi!<t v t,hp.7'p i ~ n()t,~')i nn 7'0;>11 or nAT.! -- "m have a 1iwnderful

--~--v- -- -----<.1 --~---- -~ ~- .......··_--~ ...o -~---u ... -_ ..
tool to use to keep our minds well grounded in the Holy Jcriptures and to guide
our tongue to the Siwrd of the Spirit, which is the rord of God. j"ia~r we all,
therefore, get to knoH all these special writings, and usc them in our lives.
Indeed~ may we all v as do OUT pastors, pledb8 ourselves never to stray- from the
doctrines of the Lutheran Confessions, for they are the doctrines of the Ford
of Cod.

Respectfully SUbmitted,

the Rev. Randall D, r;tyx

,jOLl mo GLORIA
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CONVBNTION ESSAY

THE DOCTRINE OF' JUSTIFICATION ACCORDING TO OUR LUTHERhN CONFESSIONS
by Rev. H. D~vid Mensing

Introductory
We accept and hold ourselves to the Lutheran Confessions comprlslng the

Book of Concord, not indeed ~s something in addition to the Bible as the foun­
dation of fEd th, nor in as fJ.T as they correctly set forth Scripture, but.h£­
~ they truly and correctly set forth tho Scripture doctrines which they
tre"tt.

This consideration will deturmine the scope of our essay. We shall there­
fore not attempt to go into a study of thE history introd":..lctory to thE; study
of the Confessions nor of the many controversies after Luther's death that led
up to the Formula of Concord in narticular. But our aim is simply to shQw that
our Confessions correctly set forth the Scripture doctrine of Justification.

What Justification Is
--~ The doctrine of Justific:i.tion is defined nS th:lt doctrine of Holy Scripture
which teaches that God on His nart, in view of the vicarious satisfaction of
Christ, has already justified or forgivon the sins of the whole sinful, wicked,
~nd guilty world, that He freely offers this forgiveness or reconciliation with
God to ~ll men in the Gospel through His Holy Spirit, and that an individual
sinn~r acceryts, receives, and has this forgiveness and is declared righteous
before God alone by grace, for Christ's sake, ~lone through faith, a~art from
etny works of merit or good qUillities of his own. Tl:G first part of this, God's
justificCltion of the whole world we cilll "general or 0 bjective justific~ttion. "
This doctrine is plainly tnught in Scripture, among many other pCLSSi.lges, in
2 Corinthians 5:19-21: "God was in Christ reconciling tho world unto Himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto them; ,~Lnd ha,th committed unto us tho word
of reconciliation. Now then we ~ro amb~ssadors for Christ, ~s thouGh God
did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's ste~d, be yo reconciled to God.
For he hilth made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; th~t we might be made
the righteousness of God in him."

Now this Scripture doctrine is indeed correctly sct forth in our L~thcran

ConfE:ssions. Thl: first '1nd simplest st~temGnt is in tile words of luther's
Explanation of the Third Articlu of the Apostles' Creed (Enchiridion, 1529):
"He richly ::cnd d;~dly forgives ,211 sins to me and all believers." Since the doc­
trine of JustificD-tion is th~ "m~,teriC'.l principle" of Luther's RoformatiOE,
+h:J+ ; Q +hn r-h;c...l.-f' +h';Y'l(,(, ; + 't.t"""'lC' __ ", ,,'hr.,,+ T.Tt::) ..... l C-'r"\ 'h",uc +hc\ +..... 11c0. ..... AY\-foc.~i('HI !"If'
...... 4'.,. "-J~ '--'.I,I...L.'-'~ V.L.L4..J,.J,b ,J,.U n(...l. ().,~ (.:..UVI.A , V'f ~...t.-LIoJV J..l.l-vv U1.4 ~ '-' '-'" ,1,.,/, >-> ......

this Doctrine illready in 1530, in Article IV of the Au~sbur~ Confession
(Concordi;:;. Triglot, p. 45): "I'Ien c'mnot be justified before God by their own
strength, merits, or works, but nrc freely justified for Christ's sake, through
fCLith, 1Arhcn th0Y believe th..}.t thbY are received into f2,vor and that their
sins '-ere forgiven for Christ's srcko, who by His doath h'ls m.:1dG satisfaction
for our sins. This f~ith God imputes for righteousness in His sisht, homans
J cwd 4. II

By ~ronouncing upon this comforting doctrine of Scripture its anathem'1,
or curse, the Church of Rome h:,s Drov,-,d itself to be the Church of th~ very
Antichrist. (See 2 Thess. 2; als~ the Apology (oxplan.cetion) of the Augsburp,
ponfession, Art. XIV, 98, C. T. 419: "And it seems th:1t this Baillitic wor­
ship will endure as long"!s the PO'jO, until Christ will come to judge, and -oy
the glory of His advent destroy the reign of Antichrist. lI

) (Cp. also the
.sEl;:::"lcald..}.rt~cles, of the Power ;md Primfl.cy of thE; Pope, 39, c. T. 515.)
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It should be self-evident, in view of our observ'1tions this far, that the
doctrine of ..Justific,"Jtion presuoposes as necessary :i)ostulates or prerequi­
sites to its clear understanding tho objective justification of the world, the
vicarious atonement, universal ~T'lCe, sqlvation alone by gro..ce, the Ivieans of
Grace or giving me:.'"ns, .:lnd fo,ith or tho recciving mCCLns.

Some Further Det:1ils
-. }7 grace alone (Sola Gratia), f~r Chr~st's sake, through f~it~ alQDQ (Sola
Flde. Those terms exclude from thls artlclo all works of mon, Glther pre­
ceding, nrcsent, or following justification.

By grClce mCClns in Scripture by grace 21on~. For Scri'Jture says, homans
3:24 "Being justifhd !ro.:;& by his grace;" Ilnd Eph6si:::ms 2:8-9 "By grace
o..re yo s::l.Vcd ••• It is the gift of God, not of works." And again, Romccns 11:6:
"If by grace, then it is no~e of works; otherwise €:,T&Ce is no nore Grace."

Eor Christ's .§.E:.ke CCln only mean "in view of the· vicarious atom:'l71Gnt made
by Crxist;" 3,S it is written, Bnhesirms 4:32: " ••• forgiving one il,nother, even
as God for Christ's sake hCLth forgiven you." liomans 3:24: ", .. justified•••
thrOUgh the redemption thCLt is in Christ Jesus.;1 and v. 25: "Hhom God hath
set forth to be a propitiation (paym€nt) ••• to declc:..r8 his righteousnoss for
the remission of sins that are past." 2 Corinthiu.ns 5:19: "God Vias in Christ
reconciling the world unto himself." And Isabh 53':5: "VJith his stripes ~
are healed."

Through faith c~n likewise only mCCLn through fsith alone. This is made
clear cspeci!111y by use of the exclusive particles such ClS "by faith without
the deeds of the law," Romilns 3:28; "by works ..not." Rome,ns 4:3; "no more of
works," Romans 11:6; "not of works," Ephesic~ns 2:8-9.

The Papists at the time nf the R~formation and still today, together with
especiGlly Andrew Osiander after Luther's dOc,th; and with enthusiasts, who
base justification on "Christ in us" instead of for us, namely upon his in­
dwelling and sanctifyinf, influence in the hC:..rt ;-;;d with modern ratioD2.1istic
theologians, who define justific.:",tion as an ethic"l process in man, Cl tr2,ns­
formation of i1 sinner into rL good and deserving person (infused bT~ce, faith
infused with 10vo), --- all these refer indeed to certain passages of Scrip­
ture :lS supposed J]roofs for their position. Such is, for e.xample, "Her sins,
which are many, arc forgiven; for she loved much," (Luke 7:47); but it is
evident from the context that "for" here is inferential, not causc~l. For in
verse 50 the Sr.vior says pot, "Thy fJ,i th and love have savEJd theE," but "7hy
~ hath saved thee; go in pe:lce." Again they refer to GCllations 5:6; "faith
which workcth by love." But ag'1in ,'1. mere reference to the context shows love
here not :lS a cause of justification or salvation, but a fruit stemming from
it or follnwing it. For verse 22 speaks of love as the fruit of the Spirit.
Ar.d still further they refE:T to JOJ1eS 2:14-26, with the~ contention th:1t
James differs with Paul, sClying for 8xamn]e in verSE 21g "VL::cs not Abraham
justifirod by works~" etc. Hore they fail to see that Paul o..nd. James are
speaking of two different things, -- Paul of justification before God (Gslo..­
tians 3:11 a), and James of one's justification before men. Notice the words
"show thee" in verse 18.

Justification before God, then, is to be compared not to a medical treat­
ment, by which a physician makes a good and hoo..lthy person out of one who has
been sick, but to a forensic act, by which tho Lord, like a president or gov­
ernor pardoning a criminal, simply declClres the guilty sinn8r free. God
"justifieth the ungodly." (nomans 4~5)
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Works h.g,ve their proper place in the Christian I slife; nOt I however, as a
cause of justification, but as a nocess~ry fruit of justification p -- nec~~­

sctry because they follow faith ilnd bl"c:wsb they 2Xc.: God's will for the Christ­
ian (John 15:12; 14d5; " Corinthians 9:8; l;tC.); but at the same time volun­
tary because they t',rE dono willingly, from a, voluntoxy spirit by those whom
the Sone of God h~s mc~e frOG. (Psalm 110:J; 54:6; Rom~ns 6:1~-18; 2 Corinth­
ians 9:7; etc.)

Qur Confessions, Further
Now hear, though in summ~ry, what is very lengthily, correctly and beauti­

fully presented in our Confessions.
We have alroady quoted Article IV of the Augsburg Confession, which may

be referred to ~bove. We now also quote from the Apology, IV, 41, C.T. 1J1:
"The promise of the remission of sins ~nd of justific;J,tion has been given us
for Christ's sakG, who was given for us in order that He might make satisfac­
tion for the sins of the world, and has been a~pointed tho only Mediator and
Propitiator." Again, Art. IV, 42, C.T. 1J3: "Romans 11:6: If it be by works,
then it is no moro by grn,ce."

Concerning what justifying faith is, we read further in the Apology, IV,
48-50, C.T. 135: "That f,lith which justifies is not merely knowledge of
history ••• but it is tho faith which roceives the benefits offered by God."
Ana In P _,r. OU, ~.1. 14): "Sin terrifies the conscience; this occurs through
the Law, which shows the wrath of God against sin. But we gain the victory
through Christ •••By faith ••• by confid8nce in God's mercy for Christ's sn,ke."

Of justification's forensic SeLse it also states, III, 185, C.T. 205:
"Moreover in this -pass<J.ge (Romans 5:1, q.v.) to justify signifi8s according
to the forensic usage, to acquit a guilty one and to declare him righteous,
but on the account of another, namely of Christ, which righteousness of an­
other is communicilted to us by faith. Therefore, since in this passage is
the imputrttion of the righteousn8ss of ~,nother, we must here speak concerning
righteousness otherwise than we sneak when in philosophy or in a civil court
we spe2..k :=tfter the righteousness of one's own work." (Here compare or con­
trast the passage in Proverbs 17:15.)

The Fornula of Concord (\lso stc;t<::s, Thorough Decbx::ltion, III, 8 ff.,
C.T. 919: " .••-poor sinful m2.n is justified before God, that is, absolved and
declared free and exempt from all his sins ••• without any preceding, present,
or any subsequent works, out of pure grace, because of the sole merit, com­
plete obedience, bitter suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord Christ
alone, whose obedience is reckoned to us for righteousness."

Paragraph 10: "These treasures Clro off8red us by the Holy Ghost in the
promise of the holy Gospel; and faith alone is the only means by which we lay
hold upcn, and apply, and 3.ppropri::1te them to ourselves."

Paragraph 1J: "Faith justifies, not for this cause and reason that it
is a good vwrk, ;end so a good virtue, but b8cCluse it lays hold 'Jf ",nd accepts
the nerit of Christ in the nromise of the holy Gospel."

Paragraph 17: "The word justify here mO'lllS to declare righteous and free
from sins, and to absolve one from eternal punishment for the sake of Christ's
righteousness, which is imputed by God to faith, Philippians J:9."

Article IV, 22, C.T. 945: "Here He must be vlell on our guard lest w01:ks
are dr3.wn and mingled into justificCl,tion' C1nd salvation. • • • For they JXG

directly contrLry to the exclusive ]Jlrti c:l os. " As to good works b(;ing a
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necessary fruit following justification, ~nd so also voluntary on the part
of true believers e the Formul~ of Concord also states, Art. IV, 16 ff., C.T.
943: "i/hen this word necessary is employed, it should be understood not of
coercion, but only of the ordinance of the immutable will of God, whose
debtors we c~e; .•• For such specious (hypocritical) works God does not want,
but the neonle of the New Testament are to be a willing people, Psalm 110:3,
Fwd sacrifi~e frLely, PS!J.lm 54: 6, not grudgingl:r or of necessity, but are to
be obedient from the henrt, 2 Corinthians 9:7; Romans 6:17. For God loveth a
cheerful giver, 2 Corinthians 9:7."

Justification: The Central Doctrine of the Christian Religion
This doctrine of Justification is indeed the central doctrine of the

Christian religion, the most fundamental of 011, upon which the Christian
Church stands and apart from which it falls, as Luther specifically calls it.
And this it is for several reasons: 1) Wherever it is b81ieved, there the
Christian Church, the communion of saints, exists; but whorever it is not
believed, there c~n be no Christian church; since the church has for its
members only thos0 who believe that Christ dicd for them and roso again.
(l';ark 16:15-16; John 3:18,36; Acts 2:47b comp'~red with 5:14; 1 Corinthic:tns
15:1-4,) 2) All of salvation's teachings either point forw~rd to it (Luke
24:25-27) or back to it (Revelation 5:9-14). 3) It is the paramount theme of
both the Old Testament ~nd Now Testament (Isaiah 53:4-6; Acts 10:43, 2 Cor­
inthians 5:19-21). And we note in Romans 4 p especially verses 1-8, that this
is the way also the ancient fathers such as Abraham and David were justified.

Thus the Smalcald Articles declare, Second Pnrt, 4 & 5, C.T. 461: "Since
it is necessCLry to oelieve this .:tnd it cannot OC othonlise acquired or djJjJ.L"'­

handed by any work, law, or merit, it is clear and cortain that this faith
alone justifies uS p ~s St. Paul says Romans 3:26,28. Of this article nothing
cren bo yielded or surrendered (nor can anything be yielded or granted contrary

to the same) I even though heaven and earth, .lnd vlha tower will not '"bide, should
sink to ruin. ' For there is none other na:w under heo,ven given 'illlong mer.
whereby we must be Sewed, t says PLtor, Acts 4:12. 'And with His stripes we
are healed,' Isaiah 53:5. And upon this article all things depend which we
toach and nractico in opposition to the Popo p the dovil, ~nd the world.
Therefore we must be sure concerning this doctrine and not doubt; for other-

wise all is lost, and the: Pope ;wd devil .cmd all things gain the victory and
suit over us."

The Formula of Concord likewiSE; states, Art. III, 6, C.T. 917: "This
article concerning justific;"Han by faith, as the Apolof,7 says, is the chief

3rticle in the entire Christian doctrinE;, without which no poor conscience can
have l1ny firm consolation or C:ln truly know the riches of the grace of Christ,
as Dr. Luther also has written: 'If this ohly articlo remains pure on thE;
b~ttlefield~ th0 Christi:ln Church also remains pure and in goodly harmony and
without any sects; but if it dOGS not remain pure, it is not possible that any
error or fanl1tic2,1 sDiri t Can be resisted.' n

And as to the finding of thi~ doctrine throughout the Bible, by which also
our ancient fathers WGre sl1ved, we quote once more, briefly, from the ApolOgy,
IV, 57-59, C.T. 137: "And throughout the prop!)Jets and the psalms, this wor­
ship ••• is highly praised, although the Law does not teach the gratuitous re­
mission of sins. But the fathers knew the promise concerning Christ, that
God for Christ's sake, wishud to reId t sins. • •• Therefore the fathers also
were justified, not by the Law I but by the promise ,md faith."

My deilT brethren, "ThETGfore being justified by faith, we hav8 peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ; By whom also we h.we 11ccess by fili th into
this gr,~ce wherein WE; stand, c,nd rE',joice in hope of the glory of Ged. n

~omans 531-2) SOLI DEO GlORIA
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PR~~)ID::::rTIAL R:~PORT

As we look back over the past months that have so rapisly passed by since our
last Convention we must surely acknowledge the goodness and mercy which the
Lord has revealed unto us: As He contemplate the fact that His pure Ford has
once again been preached in our midst for the upbuilding of our holy faith, we
must exclaim with the Psalmist, "Not unto us, 0 Lord; not unto us, but unto
Thy Name give glory, for Thy morey, and for Thy truth's sake." (Ps. 11.5: 1)
lTo arc deeply conscious of our frailties and sins. Although our intentions
have often been sincere and laudable, we have had to confess with the Apostle
Paul, "The good that I would I do nob but the evil vJhich I l'!Quld not, that I
do." (Rom. 7g 17) Because of our mm miserable flesh we have often neglected
to take advantage of opportunities to serve Him who has called us out of dark­
ness into Eis marvellous light. Fov, comforting, when confronted by the accusinG
finger of the Law, to hear that sweet sentence by our dear ::avior, ";~on, be of
good cheer~ thy sins be forgiven thee: 1J (Hatt. 9g 2) This is the balm for our
weary souls in these last evil days of the ..rorld, so that waiting upon the lord,
our strength shall be renewed and with God the Holy)pirit' shelp "l're shall run
the Hay of His commandmentsi (Is. 40~ 29 - 31~ PSG 119g 32)

The Lord.' s blessings have certainly been evident in our .jeminary as lie shall
presently hear from our Seminary President. On June 8th, the third student,
Mr. David Mensing, was graduated and is now a Candidate of the Reverend Minis­
try. The need for more ~ualified young men to dedicate themselves -- their
hearts~ minds, and bodies -- toward the attainment of the highest office in
the Church, should be obvious to all of us and should, therefore, incite us
earrlestly to I)etitio n the Lord of the Earvest "that l-Ie ~rill send fortl-i 1aborers
into Lis harvest." (t!jatt. 9g 38)

According to the decision of our 1979 Convention, a referendum dealing with a
constitutional amendmel1t to Article IX, 'Jection 1, C of our Conference Consti­
tution was sont to each of our congregations. On December 3, 1979~ I directed
our Conference Secretary to inform the congregations of our Conference that the
amendment had passed unanimously. The Constitutional Amendment now reads as
follows: "Requests for subsidy, in order to be included in convention business,
shall ordinaxily be submitted through the Committee on Lissions at least four
(4) months before the end of each fiscal year."

The 1979 Convention had re~uested me, as President, to respond to the offer of
$.500.00 from the Aid Association for Lutherans to nssist us in observing the
anniversaries of our Lutheran Confessions. According to the directives of our
1979 Convention, I informed lir. Fred C. Pahl, the manager for General Benevol­
ences of tho 1'.1'.L that, 1,rhile Ne gratefully acknowledge their ~_Ylidness as expres­
sed in their offer, at the same time, we were constrained to reject that offer
of (,>.500.00. Our refusal to accept the offer was being carried out in the
spirit of our Lutheran Confessions based upon Eoly "icripture as a protest
against the unionistic actiVity of the AJ~L. In my letter I referred to their
financial support of such Iiberal church bodies as the Wh p ALe p etc" plus the
fact that they give grants and scholarships to men who do not profess the true
Lutheran teachings. I showed that such activity is certainly not in harmony
with':lcriptural principles and our dear lutheran Confessions. )' othing further
has been heard from the AAL representatives.

One of the resolutions adopted at our 1979 Convention directed that the congre­
c;ations of our Conference and our 1980 Convention be encouraged to observe the
anniversaries of our Lutheran Confessions. l1c pray that this is being carried
out by our congregations. The praesidium of our Conference has attempted to
carry out this resolution in this prosent Convention by commemorating these
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anniversaries with appropriate sermons and essays. You Hill note that this
year we have two brief essays. One is being presented by Rev, R. Jtyx, "The
Authority of the ->criptures AccordinG to our Lutheran Confessions", and the
other by Rev. n,D. Hensing, "The Doctrine of Justification According to our
Lutberan Confessions". i'e are confident that the presentation and discussion
of these two vital doctrines nill be both instructive and edifying.

I would like to conclude my report by stating that it is with a profuond sense
of sadness that we shall not have our dear brother, Palter Fischer, to join us
in the deliberations at this Convention as he had faithfully done for so many
years. Our hearts, horrever, are comforted by the knowledge that having remained
steadfast in the true faith in Jesus his ,:-,avior, Falter has been granted a
blessed end and graciously taken from this vale of tears to the everlasting
joys of heaven on November 9, 1979. Tho Lord Jesus assures us~ "he that belie­
veth on the :"-,on hath everlasting life." (John 3 g 36)

l.orr may OUI' dear heavenly Father Guide and lead us in all our deliberations so
that all ne sa;y and do may be for tho glory of His holy l\'nme and the welfare
of our souls for Jesus' sake.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. I'/j, 1, }.atterer 9

President

IGPORT OF T!~ COm'tJITT'.ri:E TO REVIEr TI-I"B PP.E'';IDSlITIAL FULPORT

~our committee has reviewed the annual report of our President to this
Convention and finds it to be informative, factual, and edifying.

1"e heartily thank our President for his faithful labors of love in this
past Conference J'ear and He pray the Lord and Head of ;is Church, our dear
',.;evior, graciouslJ' to continue pouring Qut Fis blessings upon him in the
new Conference year.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul F. Luedtke
John R. Dirksen
the Hev, E. David iiensing,

Chairman
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REGISTRATION A~ID EXCUSES

I. Initial Report:

The following are eligible for seating as delegates:

Peace lutheran Church

Trinity Lutheran Church

st. John's Lutheran Church

st. Lukds Lutheran Church

st. Stephen's Lutheran Church

Rev. H. David hensing
Jeff styx
David Mensing
Rev. Randall D. styx
John R. Dirksen
Loren Dirksen
Rev. M. L. Natterer
Michael Fischer
larry Turner
Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Paul Luedtke
Victor Bloedel
Rev. James E. Luedtke

In the absence of lay delegates from st. Stephen's Lutheran Church the
pastoral delegate receives two (2) votes.

Total of 14 votes,

II. In this final report of the Committee, we inform the convention that the
following were registered for the 29th annual conventioni

A, Pastors: Six (including Prof. O. W, Schaefer in an advisory capacity)

B, Lay Delegates: Thirteen (including 5 alternates)

C, Visitors: Forty-two (42)

D. Observers: Mr. Ray K~sumi

E. Total ~mber Registered: Thirty-seven (37)

Attendance at the Sunday Service~ Eighty-two (22)
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REPORT OF THE EDITORIAL COH1UTTli,E

Dear Brethren in the Lord:

Since our last convention your Editori~l Committee h~s9 by the grace of God 9
produced and published six bi-monthly issues of the Concordia Lutheran. We
have tried to provide a balance of Christ-centered articles which wore inform­
ative, inspir'ltioncll, and edifying to all our readers.\Jhether the subject was
doctrinal or practical, our one aim was to show that God's Word alone is the
sure Guide for our faith and life. lHth the fin", cooperation of Fastor Bloedel
and the Publishing House staff our issues have appeared on time 9 and we are
most grateful for all the help of our brethren here in Se~ttle.

Throughout the year articl8s were solicited from our pastors ~nd also from
our laymen in sister congregations upon the approval of their pastors. The

cooperation of all was most gratifying, and this made for great joy in com­
piling each essu€. Our heartfelt thcJ.nks for such commendable assistCl.nce in
helping us to carry out our responsibilities. For shortcomings in the pro­
duction of our periodical we ask the Lord's pardon ~nd praise ~nd glorify his
holy name for His guidance and blessing in the past ye~r.

Upon the suggestion of the Board of Directors nt its meeting in Tinley Park
last June we will throughout this year reature artj~les which treat tho history,
personalities, and content of the Book of Concord ~s part of our observance
of the 400th anniversary of that Book end the 450th anniversary or the Augsburg
Confession. To date we have presented articles on the Creeds and Confessions,
Article VIr of the Augsburg Conf€ssion, and th0 life and work of Athanasius and
Martin Chemnitz. Still to come are articles on Melanchthon, Jacob Andreae, and
others. We trust that our readers will be edified by this special material and
be moved to join us in praising God for all the blessings which have come to us
through the work of Luther and other faithful confessors of tho truth.

There is nothing to report on the writing or production of tracts since
your Committee did not have opportunity to meet or to consult on the matter.
But we will endeavor to act on this in tho ncar future. There is also no
report on the revision of Sund~y School materials by your Editor assisted
by Candidate David T. Mensing and Pastor Randall Styx. Fer this we plead the
press of duties during the PQst year. However 9 such revision will be under­
taken as soon QS feasible.

At last YCQr's convention St. John's, Lebanon, Oregon, presented a Memori~l

which offered Guidelines for the Concordia Lutheran. After some discussion
this ~10morial was committed to the ~ditorial Staff for study ~nd report to this
convention. We now propose that in the opening par~graph, 1 Peter 2:2 be dele­
ted, because it is not pertinent in the context, and that the following Bible
pqssage be included: Hebrews 5:12-14, showing the distinction between the Word
of God as "milk" - something easy to digest. 2.nd the I/ord of God as "meat" ­
something required by the mature-Christian for the growth of his faith. Also
in the paragraph on Subscriptions, which states that every family in our Con­
ference should subscribe, we propose that this read; "shOUld be encouraged to

subscribe ••• " With this '1ddi tion and chGnge we recommend that the }'lemoric,l from
St. John's be adopted at this convention.

Brethren, pray for us and for the continuod blessing of the Lord upon our
periodical to the glory of His name and tho welfare of souls!

Respectfully submitted,
O. W. Schaefer, Editor
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m;;PORT QUb7, P1J.8LISEHG FOCSE BC.~PJ) OF CO"TrtOL

scriptural Publications (Concordia lutheran Conference) has concluded anoth­
er :i'e8r of service to our Conference in the area of the printed Ford, During
the past year the Concordia Illtheran periodical was printed (a total of 106
printed pages) 9 together with all of the 'junday :>chool leaflets and 'i'Torksheets
used by our congreGations~ as well as our Conference Constitution and the
Agenda for this convention, tIe thank the lord that our Publishing House was
able to sup~ly these worthwhile materials at a very modest expense to the Con­
ference.

During the past year we acquired some needed fonts of mats for our linotJ~e

(as authorized by our last convention) so that the publication of our Confer­
ence materials may continue l-rith as much facilit:,/ ns possible.

OUr printer p Mr. Julius A. 3chmitt, has again provided us with valuablc p

capable, and dependable work. l{e has been very careful to [ive of his time
immediately and diligently as soon as the necessary copy for printing reaches
his hands, This year it is R~COM~8;n~D that the so-called PublishinG House
SUbsidy be increased by ffi 200.00, making a total of $ 1,200,OOp to meet the
rising costs of paper and to increase our printer's personal remuneration by
$ 1.00 per page in our Conference official organ. In this connection we also
P.EC01"II·IEND that the ~) ipOOO.OO held available for a Conference Book Fouse be
discontinued until such time as the revitalization of such a fund be neoded.

In our last Publishing Fouse report at Tinley Park He indicated that we
would inform our Conference of the amount of money our printer makBs personally
by ueing our Conference machinery for secular job printing. This amount is
exactly ~ 132.00 for the year 1979, It is understood, of course, that this
figure will vary one way or the other from year to year relative to the number
of job printing ardors.

The Bloedel Print Shop (a licensed business) also serves a few printing
accounts Hith the use of Conforonce machinery, but it is felt by our Board that
such a modest use more than justifies itself in benefits which the Bloedel
Print ;Jhop supplies our Publishing House free of charge. It should p of course,
be taken for granted that a proper use of the printing machinery is beneficial
for the machinery itself and the facility of its use.

OUr Publishing Pouse is looking forward in tho nOH fiscal year toward the
printing of our Seminary Catalogue and perhaps some initial material on a re­
vised Catechism and a popular history of our Conference together with our reg­
ular Conference printin; obligations. Nay the Lord continue to bless our en­
deavors and efforts to Fis glory, the spiritual grcwth of the members of our
Conference~ the spiritual enlightenment of those outside our Conference, and
the Gxtensi on of His KinGdom. To this end p 0 l,ord, through our humble efforts I

send out Thy Light and Thy Truth~ Amen,

Respectfully submitted p

Faul R. Bloedel, Chairman
(In consultation with the other pastoral
member of the Board, Randall D. styx)
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SCRIPTUPAl PUBLICATIOi',C
(Concordia lutheran Conference)

FINl~NCIAL E::POHT

6/1/79 - 5/31/80
Cash Balance, June 1, 1979 •.••.
Add Cash Receipts:

'~unday School Lessons
Special Printing
Concordia Lutheran SUbscriptions
Conference ';ubsidy
Special Conference Allocations for

Total Receipts

Total Cash Available

Less Disbursements~

Gas and Electricitv
Ront (P,F. Iuedtke~Building)
r;aterial and labor Costs:

,')unday ,jcbool 1,essons
Concordia Lutheran
ether Conference Printing

Nailing Costs:
Sunday School Lessons
Concordia Lutheran

Equipment and Supplies Purchased
E~uipment Repairs
Propert~r Tax

Total Expenditures

oL(33.17
43.21

433.00
1,000.00

mats 300.00

600.00

14L~,.04
849. L:0
123.8.1

115.00
452.E1

39.18

2,209.98
~; 2,3L~5.05

Cash Balance, Lay 31, 1980
Fetty Cash
Fixed Assets

OOOOOD.O~ 001100000011

(; 6.61"
5,033.29"

20.81

~, Original Investment -- not adjusted for Depreciation.

V,K. Bloedel, Business Manager

P~PORT OF THG CO!.\TEI'!TIO)" AUDITI! G COMrHTT:CE

ire have examined the books of the Business Manager of the Publishing House,
~criptural Publications, and have found them to be in good order. He commend
him for his complote and accurate records.

Respoctfully submitted f

Rov. 0,1-., .;chaefer, Chairman
John R. Dirksen
Paul F'. luedtke
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REPORT OF THZ CONHITTEE 01\ THEOLOGICAL .::.DUCi-TION

De'll' Brethren,

Your Committee on Theologic'll :t.;ducation rejoic6s with the faculty of our
Seminary and with ~ll the members of our Conference over the fact thnt 1980
has marked the graduation of another student, David T. Mensing--now Candidate
for the Reverend Ministry. Nay the Lord 6L,ciously bless our new candidate
as he looks forward into the future 'lnd keeps himself fit (through continued
use of th6 Word) for the office of the ministry until the Lord calls him to
fill such an office--thc highest and ohly God-ordained office in the Church.

In the cap:'-city of supervising both faCUlty and student body of our Semin­
ary, thc chairman of this committee met with the filculty 3.fter the close of
our 1979 Convention at Tinley Park and discussed the curriculun as scheduled
at that time for the part-time students as well as other matters relating to
the administration of the Seminary.

Several months before this Convention the members of the faculty were con­
tacted rosnectively by this Committee through its chairman for the purpose 0:
discussing frankly with them their livelihood under their present salaries.
Both professors indicated thct although they could use an increase in salary
because of the sharp increase in the present inflation ragin6 throuehout our
n'ltion, yet, by God's grace, they h-:ve been "making ends meet" and that,
taking into consideration the present financial condition of our Conference,
they would be willing to accept no raise in salary at this time. In the
meantime, the pr'ofessors were encouraged to get in touch Hith our Committee in
tho event any unusual need for financial help were to (xise.

During the pa.st year several young men h:1Ve eX'jresscd an interest in our
Seminary and it is our ear~est hope and prayer that some of then will soon
make attendance at our Seminary a reality. Actually, we have. before the Lord,
the best little Semin'lry in the world. How fervently we should rememb(,l' it
in our prayers to the Lord that it may continac yet among as for many years
ilnd thilt m2Cny more men may sit itt the feet of the professors whom our congre-

gations h:we jointly c",llod tho, t the elivincly ordained ministry of. thc \ford
milY continue among us and a~ong our children for generations to come. Oh
dear Lord, hc'xr us, be with us, and help us to this end for Thy mercy's sake!
Amen.

Rospectfully submitted,

P~ul R. Bloedel, chairm~n

(in consul tQtion 1A[i th the other pastor~~l

member of this committee, Randall D. Styx)

REPORT OF THE SEfiH1ARY PR r~SIDElI'T

Dear Brethren in the Lord:

"The Lord hilth done great things for us; whereof We::: art, glad l " Psaln 126: J.
In these words of the beloved psalmist wo, the faculty and students of our
Semin.:lry, ask you delegates ,],nd .'1,11 thc m8mbers of our Confen;nce to join in
declaring our grctitude to God for His m:'~ny blessings upon the work of our
Seminary during its eleventh year of operation. Again our heavenly Father
has been good and f'1.i thful tow:trd us 2..11. lvhere w¢ have failed boc,2use of
our sinful weakness. wo ask Him to pardo~ us, for Jesus' sake. and we turn
to Him alone for our direction cLDrl strength i:~lso in thG future.
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The eleventh ye~r of our Seminary began on Tuesday, October 2, 1979. The
student body consisted of ~r. Ger~ld Luedtke of Park Forest, Illinois, and
JVIr. David T. 1\1ensing of Orland Park, Illinois. Despijz;e adjustments in the
scheduling of cl~sses because of the necessary secular work of the students
the requirements for Q~ch course were in no way sacrificed, and the standards
of the Seminar~ remained as high as ~lways.

DurinG the first semester Professor Hensing taught Homiletics II and Hebrew
Grammar. Your President taught Old Testament Isagogics, Dogmatics II, Sym­
bolics III, and CompU'ative Symbolics. llherever possible, the progr3JTl was
accelerated in accord with the resolution of our Conference five years ago.
Together with church duties for which each professor is also responsible, the
weekly schedule was very full and demanded careful time budgeting for study
and preparation. The first semester officially closed on February 1, 1980,
followed by final examinations.

After a semester break classes resumed on February 19. 1980. During the
second semester Professor Mensing taught Homiletics II and Hebrew Grammar.
Your President taught Old Testl1ment Isagogics. Symbolics III, and Comparative
Symbolics. Toward tho end of March Student Luedtke discontinued his studies
tempor~rily because of very serious problems affecting his home and family.
He felt compelled to devote all his time to the resolution of these matters"
and the Faculty agreed with his decision. guiding him with God! s vJord to
bring the issues involved to a proper conclusion. nr. Luedtke does intend,

God willing, to resume his studies in the fall 'J.nd pursue that training which
is still his chief desire. Meanwhile wo pray that God would sustain him and
direct all matters to ,j, fiwul.'z::l.ole reSOl-ULlon'. The second semester concludGd
on f<by 20, 1980 I followed by fim,l cxaminl1tions.

Less than two weeks ago !'Ir. DQvid T. Mensing WJ,S graduated from our Seminary
as a Candidate of the Reverend Ministry (c.r.m.) in the third service of its
kind since the establishment of our institution at Tinley Park in 1969. It
took place in the Sunday service of Peace Ev. Lutheran Church on June 8th.
Associate Professor Mensing prea.ched the sermon on the, tonic: "tvhy You !'lust
Continuo in the Things You H:~ve Le:3..rned." basing his message on II Timothy
3:12-17. Your President was liturgist for this special service and also con­
ducted t0c Graduation ceremony, assisted by AssociatG Professor Mensing, who
gave the graduate his diplom"" and nronounced a special benediction on him.
Congratulatory communications were read during thc service from the Committee
on Theological Educ~tion Qnd from our sister churches in tho Conference. The
Lord gr~nted sunny ~nd cool weather for this occasion, ~nd after the service
a delicious buffet luncheon and reception were held on th~ grounds of Peace
Church. A pleasant afternoon of Christi~n fellowship w~s enjoyod by all in
attendance. Just where Candidato ~'jensing will be used in the s8rvice of the
Church only God knows, but all our Confe;ence members should keep in mind that
he is av~ilable so th~t his talents might be used through a re6ul~r call into
thc ministry ns soon ~,s onnortuni tv for such service Dresents itself. \·Je all
wish Candidate Mensing th~~Lord's ~ich0st blessings upon Bis future labors.
Incidentally, copies of the soecially printed Gr:dua.tion program 'tH': available
to be shared with our brethren at this convention.

During the past school yc"ar we acquired some more out-of-print theological
books from the libraries of deceased or retired Lutheran p~stors from whose
families we received wonderful assistQnce and for which we are most grateful.

vJe continue to receive monE't'try gifts from Concord Freo Lutheran Church in
Hestlake. Ohio, thc Rov. E. C. Ivlueller, pastor. This independent congregation
has for several ycnrs shown its interest in our work through these gifts, c:nd
we h~ve infor~ed them of our gr~titude.
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Sp8~king of gifts, I wish to inform you th~t our sister congrcg~tion, St.
Steuhen's of 1,iilmot, S. D•• kes givon our Seminary library ~ specL},l gift of
two ~ books in memo~y'of our' depilI' ted brother, I';r. ;[:::.1 ter Fischer. They lxe Pro­
files in Belief , by A. C. Piepkorn, Vol. I on C~tholic Churchos, lnd Vols.
III and IV ( combined) on Holiness, fentl;CGst,'ll, .i:Jv:we::clic::'.,l, FundiJ..JTlentalist
~nd other Christian bodies. Our sincere approcintion to the Wilmot church for
these books ~s well ns to others who gave monetClry .sifts to our Seminary Cllso
in memory of Mr. Fischer.

During the p:::.st school ye:::.r we received two letters of inquiry ~bout our
entire Seminary tr2.ining program. Cnc W:1S from a Nr. Jam8s L. Minnich or
Bloomington, Illinois, who gave no further information about himself, the other
was from a Mr. nClymond Kusumi at the University of tJashington in Seattle. He
stated that he would like to find a seminary "thClt offers a sound theologic~l

educa.tion, solidly grounded in the; bc;lief of the Holy Scripture as the 1Jo~d of
God." Your President wrote to both men and g'wc thorn all tho necess,lry infor­
mation about our institution. Mr. Minnich was encouraged to~range for ,~

p8rsonal visit with us, since he lives in Illinois. lilr • Kusumi was urgeec to
get in touch with our Committee on Theological ~ducation, Pastor Bloedel,
chairman, and if possible, to attend our conventicn hore in this city for any
further information and personal contact with the Seminary staff. To date
there has been no written reply from either man, but once again it becomes
evident that our Conference and our Seminary cere known to oth8rs outsid.e of
our fellowship. (Since the writing of this report, we have learned that ~jr.

Kusumi has been in touch with thv C.T.E.·1Dd .is ,::,lso in attendance ,:;,t this
convention where the Seminary staff has beccJTl2 acquainted with him.)

~je hope to hiwe a new Seminary C'_talog ready for printing this yedI'. The
body of material is being prepared, and several appropriate pictures must
still be t~ken. Our congregations will be notified when it is available.

We again acknowledge with profound thanks the loving service of Mrs. H.
D~vid Mensing, who faithfUlly served as organist for our chapel devotions
each Tuesd:ly evening "-s faCUlty and studl:::nts g:lthered :lbout God's llord for
inspiration and strength.

As we look ahead to the twelfth yunr of our Sominllry work, there will be,
as of this writing, only ONE student, ~;r. Gcr'?ld LUGdtke, who will take such
courses c~,s can be conveniently schcdulod for him. Ve have NO definite pros-

pects at this time, we want more students, ~nd tow~xd this goal we all must
pray and work~ Hindful that our p,stors arc growin~ older and that the pos­
sibility of death or incapacitating illness is evor present, let us do all
we c'w to rocruit n6W students, Lend lot us cuntinue to give generously to our
]Jastoral tr"lininc, progTa.m so that God's pure tJord may reign among us ilDd a­
mong generations to come~ r.IIlY each Clne of us do his part to keep our Sominary
functioning to the glory of God and to tho wdfare of the Church of today and
of tomorrow!

On behalf of the f~culty and students I sincerely thank all the nembers of
our Conf8rence for t.heir pro.yers and gifts in the p:lst ::<os well as Peace Cong­
regation for the continued use of its facilities. God bless you richly and
enable you to continue to pray ~nd give for this vital work in our midst; We
conclude with the prayer: Lord, bless Thy Word alway,

Our souls forovl:'r fei,ding,
And may we never lack
A faithful shepherd's leading£

Respectfully submitted,
O. W. Schaefer, Seminary President
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REPORT OF THE COl\iI'iITT"",8 ON l-lISSIONS

De~r brethren in Christ:

The nast, VR'lT W;lR nn+. 2 hm;v ve~r for the Committee on Nissions. Not
having ~ny ();g~niz~d ~i~sio~--p~o~am for the Conference, no accomplishments
in such an arE~ c~n be reported. Nevertheless, in accordance with the con­
stitutional ruquirements of this committee and in keeping with its respon­
sibilities, your chairman has the following report.

In connection with our mission congrugation, Trinity Lutheran Church, Coos
E?y, Oregon, a request has again been sunmittgd for subsidy. In the mid year
repert of its pastor, Trinity stated, "Financially our congregation is stable
(with the SUbsidy currently being provided by the conference). Our savings
have not increased very much over the past year, but at no ti~e h~s there been
a financial crisis. Considering this and considering the desire the men have
here one day to be able to stand more and more on their own, the congregation
decided in JiLnuc:ry not to ask for ::my incre:1so in the subsidy figure but to
request that it remain the same." This figure is currently $5,180 per yO-J.r.
However the Conference treasurer requosted that for case in bookkeeping,
checkwriting, etc., this figure be adjusted to $5,184, an increase of a mere
four dollars annun,lly.

Since Pastor styx of Trinity 1uther~n Church will be submitting an interest
report to the convention following this report, I will not duplicat? his ma­
terial at this time by discussing other matters relating to the past year1s
activities in our mission congregation.

Concerning the !'lission ilrticles th~Lt have been ClppEnring regularily in the
The Concordia ~utheran, your chairman, who was asked to write the series, is
happy to report that the final two parts, 10 and 11, have boen submitted for
print. These will be printed in subsequent issues at the discretion of the
editorial staff. Again tha hope is exnressed that these have in some way
been beneficial to the readers.

Relating to still another matter, the change of wording suggested last
convention by the Mission Committee in Article IX, Sec. 1, C of the Conference
Constitution, I would simply report that the m:1tter was dispesed of in favor
of the suggestion by a referendum of our congregations. You will recQIl tket
the che_nge dealt with the m~},tter of the de::J.dline for submitting subsidy re­
qUGsts. (For the wording of tho change, see 1979 Froceedings p. 28, recom­
mcnd~tion 2e) D2ted Dec. 3v 1979, a letter w~s ~ddrGssed to each congregation
informing them th::J.t the referendum hnd p~ssed in f~vor of the constitutional
JJllendment.

It was with joy ~nd glndness in the Lord that our congreg~tions also received
the news of the gr~duQtion of Mr. Dnvid T. Mensing on June 8, 1980 from the

Concordia Th801ogic~1 Semi~ary, (CLC) Tinley F,crk, Illinois. Regretfully, how­
ever, we note th,lt in our Conference there are no congTog'J.tions vi1c~nt c:.t this

time. The res~)onsibility which this lays upon the [,jission Committeo of our
Conference ought to be obvious. Plems for some organized mission outrea,ch
ought now soon to be studied ~nd nut into action under the supervision of this
committee. However, since this C'.~e'l of endeavor h::LS been virtu,'1lly ul1explored
in our Conference, your present committee ch~irm~n, as well as most of the
t1ission Committee, h:we had no l3xpcri"nco in org~nizing such an undertaking.

A further difficulty is seen in the l:-tck of money :in our Conference hission
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Fund, because even though thore is ,m excess of $25,000 in the:,t fund, it hc;,s
t~ken m~ny ye~rs to build U? Besides, the intsrest th~t this money produces
h3,s been necessClry to meet our obligations to ?rinity, Coos Bay, since the
present pledges froTI the congregations do not reach the ~5,180 subsidy which
they have been receiving from the Conference. Thus if the present arr~nge­

ments are to be sust'lined, the sum in the ]I/jission Fund is virtually untouchCLble.
This means that in ordor to continUe our present op,~ration and at the same
time recch out into .:;. new TIission field I by for cX:lmple, ci1l1ing tJ:r. l'Iensing
as a Conference missionilry, a very substantial increase in spending would be
reqnired, an incre~se that would be impossible without increased pledges by
our congregi1tions. These difficulties i1S well as means of overcoming them
ought seriously to be considered, if we are a mission-minded orgQnization.

In the light of this renort, your committE2 would like to make the follow­
ing recommendations to tho Conference::tt this convention:

1.) that i1 subsidy of $5,184 be gc~nted Trinity Lutherr~n Church I Coos
Bay, Oregon (i1ccording to their request as c':'.ltered by the 7rel,sun:r),
yielding Q monthly subsidy of an even $432.00 instead of the previous
odd figure of $431.66, ~nd

2.) that the Conference discuss the probleD of expanding our organized
mission outreach':nd instruct the rIission Cammi ttee how to proceed
in exploring new mission fields, ilnd expilnding and developing our
]Vjission Program, so that we may inform our peo]le of ,:', tD_n~iblG need
for increased mission offerings ~md encoura.ge and exhort one 3.nother
to Inset this noed out of love to our S(]..vior who has instructed us,
"Pr2ach the Gospf.:ol to cV8ry creiltUrE:'." (IVb.rk 16:15)

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Jam8s ',1. Luedtke, ch~drmc:m
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LUTH~RkN UNION

Dear Brethren in the Lord:

We herewith prosent 2, report of the ~ctivity which engaged your Committee
since we l.'~.st ffiE:t in cor.vcntion. Bec~use of pressing circumstances HG h~',ve not
beem able to fulfil all our responsibilities, but we praise God for nis con­
tinued guidance and blessing and beseech Him, for JESUS' sake, to grant us
pardon for 2.11 our failings and shortcomings.

First of 0.11, you will recall th.:tt last Y0,'lr' s convention directed yeuy
Committee to determine:. the feo.sibility of further meetings with the Luthero.n
Churches of the Reformation in view of developments affecting its constituency
during the p~st several years and th~t in the event meetings resume, they be
held only as long ~tS the agendcL agreed upon is followed and furthEr progress
is made toward finding true unity. However, because of the press of church
and Seminary work it we,s impossible for your Committee to meet 3.nd to m'~lke il

thorough study of the developments in the L.C.R. For the present,negotiations
remi1.in at '1 stcmdstilL With God's help we shall endeavor during thc coming
year to carry out the directive of the 1979 convention (with necessary limit­
ations) and report our findings to tho delegates next June.

Last yearts convention also directed your Committee to endeavor to arrange
a meeting with the Church of the Luther~n Confession at the earliest possible
date, if a f::worable reply were received from that group to our proposal of
March 8, 1979, which initiated an inQuiry whether their Board of Doctrine was
willing "to meet with us to stud:y, Gxo.minc f and possibly re-evaluate their
position (on Church and r1inistry) on thG basis of Scripture alone and give us
at the same time opportunity to explain'lnd. defend our Theses on tho same bccsh."
On July 19, 1979 we received a response from President Albrecht of the CoLC,
in which he stated that their Board of Doctrine had met on July 11th and con­
sidered our letter of inQuiry. The decision of tho Board Wi1S as follows# "We
respectfully decline your invitation, since your Synod's resolution declares
from the outset that our postion is herotici11. A meeting of our two groups
was hold on }'lay 14-15f 1968, in which tho doctrine of Church n.nd Linistry was
thoroughly discussed. Since thero w~s no ~greement then, and since thoro has
boen no chango in the position of Gither side since then, we c~n SGe little
hope of any fruitful results from another meoting. 1t In the light of this deci­
sion the CaLC hrJ,s m;,de it impossible for us to'1rr;:mge a meeting Hi th them
and h~s closed th§ matter.

At our 1979 convention the suggestion WeS m~de th,~t your Committso look into
the doctrinQl position of Luthsrans rilcrt, ~ gr8Up striving to co~b~t libsralism
and modernistic trends within the ALC. Since it w~s impossible for your Com­
mittee to meet, ,1S we hn.ve stated ~bc,ve9 also this m ttor was not attended tc,
but as time permits, we shall endeavor to make a study of this group and bring
a report to thE.; Conferonce.

With regard to plstors and congregations which left the L.C.R. because they
cl'1imed a change in the latter's doctrinal positior., our 1978 convention had
passed tho resolution th~t definite efforts be made by your Committee to con-
t~ct them, offering them o.n opportunity to present their doctrinal position to
us. At that time these p~stors ho.d not yL t formally org~:.nized. Last year's
convention reaffirmed th~t resolution, and your Committee proposed to write to
or meet with those pastors as individu~ls or ~s a group, if tho.t could be
arranged. In the spring of this ye'lr W8 lo~rnod that these p~stcrs (there are
six ::m thGir clergy roster) h,J,d fOBli';el an 'nrg:1nization rl,llcd ~,i\:.ll(lwshir of
Luthoran CongrGg;:;.t,jnns. P::,"stor R. J. Lietz of Oak Park, Illinois, is Prcsid€mt.
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and Pastor Dale Ness of st. Char1;~s, Nissouri, is Socretary.

On May 7th your Committe8 chairman wrote a letter to F,1stor Lietz and in­
quired whether their Doctrinal Committee would be interested in meeting with
our Union Committee to discuss doctrine and pr;cctice in the light of Holy
Scripture. On Nay 13th we received a re~ly fr0m I;astor Lietz in which he
asked several questions of information, listed the pastors in their gTC1Up, and
requestod mCitGrie..ls pertaining to our Conference.vJe sent him a copy of our
Constitution, copies of the 1978 and 1979 Proceedings, and two recent issues
of the Concordia Lutheran. Since this church body will not mGet again until
April, i981, ,'18 requested some prelimj.n'lry decision from th8m which could then
be reported to our delegates here in Seattle. Pastor Lietz assured us that he
''Ould convey something defini tt: to us before this convention.

On June 14th we received another letter from Pastor Lietz in which he
statE:d the: following; "Speaking for our Doctrinal Committee, I want to inform
you that in view of the fact th~t your 1979 Convention left open the possibi~ty

of further meetings with the LCB, we will have to decline meetings "ith your
Committee on Lutheran Union ~t the present time. When you complete your
meetings with the lCR, we would appreciate knowing the results of those ses­
sions. Furthermore, we desiro not to enter into discussions with other bodies
(not only your CLC) unless we Qre instructed to do so by our c)nvention. Also,
since WE;; of the FLC cmmot accept some of the doctrine and practice in the
nresent LCB, I ~m sure that you can well understand why we have no choice but
to wait on any definite decision ondiscussions with you until we know the out­
come of your meGtings with LCR. He will look forward to he2.ring from you in
the future. n In the li 6 ht 0.1. ~rL.lt) .l81.-1JtJL' the matt8:t-· of HlcGting with this
group of p-;..stors is held in ::1beyanco.

In closing this report, we offer the following rccomm8nd~tions:

a) That thc Committee on Lutheran UnioL rGsume its study of develop­
ments in the LCR ;:,nd ddl-rminE the fe;,sibili ty of further negotb­
tio~s with this church body.

b) Th'lt the Committee on Luther;:m Union look into the doctrinal
post.ion of Lutherans filsrt Nation'll i,nd bring a rE.port of its
findings to t.ho next convention.

N0W may the Lord of the Church help us to continue faithfully in this
importG,nt work of fellowship ncgoti cltions :~nd tooray with Luthc:r, "t'by God,
the F~ther of ~ll mercy, give unto us through Jesus Christ, His Son, the
Spiri t of uni ty a~nd thn noVl(;Y to do His will;"

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. O. W. Schaefer, ch~irman

Rev. J·;:1I1l8S W. Luedtke
Prof. H. David Mensing
I'ir. David T. Ilensing
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J..9.J..2=12.§..t.§~TATI ~LTICAL llER.QRT
June 1, 1979 to May Jl~ 1980

I. PAtlC'CElnL (of momber con[<rogiltions):

I , \
\ f,S t)

5
6

J44­
246
74
74

114
8

11
12
8
2
4

19
1

40
10
15
5

.. 9.4
.$ 542,000.OC

Number of Conbrcg~tions • • • • • . • • • • •
Ord~ined Pastors (inc. 1 nssistnnt pastor} •.•
B::lptized f1lembers
Communicant jkmbGrs . . . . . ,
VotinG Members . • . • • .
Children in the Sunday Schools ....• , .
Audults Regularly Attendin€ the Bible Class
Communicants Received •.
Soverances ..••.••.•
Baptisms••.•. , ••..
Confirmations (Audults and Children).
r'lc..rriages " . . . . . e • • 0 0

Burials . . . . ., . . . . . . . . .
Sunday Scheol Toachers
SuperintGndents • . . • .
Elected Church Officers •
Org2Lists • . • • • • . •
Choir Members • • • • • •
Congregations Owning their Church Property •.
Total Acreage • • . • • • • . •
Total VC"Lluation of Real Estate ..••.••

II. INSTITUTIONAL (of our Semin~ry):

Professors
Curr8nt Students. ,
Graduates to D'lte ,

2
2
2

hcsp8ctfully submitted,

David T. MLnsing, Statistici~n

BOilrd flomber-:\.t-Large (rHdwest)
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TPCJASURER 1 8 :1SPORT FCR FECAL 1979 - eo
t1P c.:; IOl'::!
508.00
120.00

3,325.00*
1,200.00

2,741.69

147.00
21.65

~ DIlI:"AR.i.­
3,000.00

864.00
5p740.0o*
),720.00

380.00

GJ~ t';c~ PJ"1
600.00
216,00

l p OeO.Oo
360.00
145.00
193.20
75A2

200.00

PECJi:IPT:.·
3t. John's - Lebanon
st. luke's - Seattle
Peace - Tinley Park
:;;t. :jtephen's - IJilmot
Trinity - Coos Bay
Interest-:;'
Convention Collection
Loan PaJ'ment (from :3eminary)
Concord Free Luth. Ch. (Ohio r;:-'~

,jtock Payments
Joint Lest Coast Reformation Fest. 72.17

TOTAL 2,e69.62 ~ 13,872.b5 ~ 72966.86
EXPEFDITURES BUDGET~'::D tlXPEEDSD UH8XP01:DI;D

1,000.00 1,000.00 --- --
200.00 107.92 92.0B
750.00 860.00 - 110.00
300.00 307.44 - 7.44
250.00 610.2f - 360.28
170.00 --- -- 170.00

.c,..,o 1"\1'\ "" ,..,c.. "r.

.l{C.vv - .l(U.vv

1; 2,670.00 ;t. 3,0~ - ~ 393.64

7.266000 7,266.00
':l kil.t', (If' ':l >dl.h nn
..),~~VtlVV ..)9 \,.rTVCl vv

2,)40.00 2.340.00
100.00 100.00

10 000 12 000 - 2000
65000 110.72 - 45.72
85.00 60.50 24.50

-9~0 216.J4 - 191.)4
~ 13,737.00 < 13p95L56 (l> 214.56t;) - '(1)

Payments: l 200.00 Balance Due: :> 1,400.00.'

- GTIXERA L FUFD ­
Scrip. Pub. Opere 0bsy.
Telephone
Travel
Convention
~~iscellaneous

Printing -- Const. 8; Catalogue
Tuition Matching Program

TOTAL
- SEhlrARY FU~m ­

Professor's)alary
housing Allowance
Assoc. Profo Salary
Facilities
Library
iJtock
Periodicals
Miscellaneous

TOTAL
Loan from General Fund 0tatus:

- rU;.i8IOl-; FUED ­
Subsidy - Trinity, Coos Bay

SULliAHY OF F'mm PI1EVIOU:) BAIlI.:I',CR
--cfeneral 3,093011

Seminary 250.40
Mission 23,137.76
Library 1,292012
Building 6,480.87
Retirement 6;73£.94
Travel 90.31
Tuition 1,270.79

R1~CEIPI'S . EXPEN~)Kj CURRK'T R\IAI,CE
2,869.62 t 3, 063 06L~ 2,899.09

13,872.65* 13p951.56 171.49tt
7,966.86* 5,180,00 25p924.62

198.15** 129.01 1,361026
739.89~< 7,218076
807.52" 7; tJ~6 .46

5.00':- 95.31
766.94-;;·;'~: 2.037.73

NET CEMiGE
- 194,00
- 72>.91

+ 2,786.86
+ 69.1Li,

+ 737.89
+ e07.52

+ 5.00
+ 766,94,

-Ie Interest earnings, Total for fiscal year: t, 4,791.;'039 ~;<. An independent Lutheran
body interested in our Conference t This figure should read ~: 250.25 on tbe Narch
report, tt This figure should read ~: 171A9 on the I~ay report. * Includes rilem-
orial for vIalter F. Fischer from Peace 1 Seminary: $ 40.001 bissiol1 ~:; 300,00
:j::j: Includes ~ lL~8.15 interest & 50.00 r';emorial for l lulter F. Fischer from 0t o step!:
ents -ldd, Includes ~:) 160.9L} interest, (S 178,00 Tuition matchin€;, Be ~; 428000 Tuitie.
payments

Respectfully submitted,

Jeffery Lr. Jtyx, Treasurer - C.l.C.
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REPORT OF THE AUDITING COEJIlITTEE

Pursu2,n t to the decision of thl" 28th Annual Convention thcd, in lieu of
an audita t the time of conventions b~T i1n appointed convention committeo,
"two or three members of the congregatLm in which the Treasurer is lecated
carefully and thoroughly audit the records of the Troasurer before the con­
vention takes place ••• bringing thoir report to the convention when it con­
venes. " Pea,c2 Congreg.3.tion in Tinley Park elected the undersigned members of
its Voters' Assembly to ccxry out this task.

This committee met with the Conference Treasurer, Jeffery H. Styx, on
June 10, 1980, and examined his financial records in minute detail. At the
conclusion of this exhaustive audit, the members ef the Auditing Committee
unanimously agreed that the records of the Treasurer are in good order, that
all funds arc properly accounted for, and that the Treasurer's methods and
procedures have been ~nd Qr0 thoroughly sound.

The Auditinz Committee would also commend the Treasurer for his wise
stewardship of Conference funds, in that those monies which are not needed
for d:1y-to-day disbursements are invest8d in interest-bearing certifiC2,tes
of deposit with the highest possiblo rate of return. The additional monies
realized in this manner are of signific~nt benefit to the overall fin~ncial

outlook of our Conference. He herewith ex"ress gr0titude to the Lord of the
Ch"urch for tho rich me~sure of wisdom with which He h~s blessed our Treasurer
for tho ultimate good of His kingdom among us.

Respectfully submitted,

The ~uditing Committee;
Gerald M. Luedtke
Lloyd D. Nnrtin
David T. Nonsing

REPGRT u;< THJ:!, FH:AhCE, COf:LlTTt,E FOR TH£., FA.:)T FISChl, Yt;AH, 19'19-80

Dear Brethren in Christ,

"Oh give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.~" Yes, indeed; How richly
our Lord has blessed our conference's fL'ances; For we note tte total balance
in etll funds has increased nearly $ 5,000. CO, in spi ts of the negative econorr;ic
situation in our nation over the iJilst year.

During the yast year the one four year certificate of denosit re'lched matur­
ity and was transferred to a "Suver Til certific'1te of deposit for a bettor in­
erest r:lte. At present there:: Z1,n~ seven Cictive CiCC)Unts: one checking account,
three passbook s,cwings CLccounts, CLnd thr8e "Suver Til accounts. SU')er 1 certif­
icates of deposit this ye:'.r hlve Daid record high interest rates l at times ex­
ceeding 16%. The r~Lte on 0ne of our accounts W.tS ElvprOxirlliltoly 15%. It should
be noted that this interest r:Lte is '1lwilys fluctuating, the cur:cent rate beL1g
2.1Jproximately 7%0 Since the majority of our funds Q.re in these accc,unts 1 'tie
have gccined a substanti'11 CLmount of interest 0 Passbook Sewings n;ceived 5.3/470
interest this year. The total intten'est in all accounts for thl:.. yO,J,r WELS approx­
imately $ 4,800.00. One way that we could r8ceive more interest Vlould be to in­
V~)st in our rrissioL end'? ~vors, where our &;lin would bo spiri tU8-l and far TIore
valuable.
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ii,le hawe also received this year 2~-')proxima,tely $ 400.00 in special memorials
in lovinG t1emory of our brother in Christ, vbl ter F. Fischer. This is D, wonder­
f~l exuression of our love for him ana his efforts for our conference -- efforts
which we will miss gr22tly -- as well as an cx~rcssion of thanks to the Lord for
having given us such a faithful servant,

lIe note also the substantial amount received from Concord Free Lutheran
Church of Westlake, Ohio (an inde]ontent Lutheran congr8gation interested in our
Seminlry), of w!1ich ~ 100.00 was a memorial for onc of their members who pilsscd
away,

Another special receipt this ye,_cr cam8 from our Ifest Coast congregations;
lli"tmely. a collection from their speci2l joint Hoformilti,)ll Festival held in the
fdl,

In our Seminary Fund we h~d a ~ositivc condition in our b~lance, due Bostly
to sDecial donations to this fund, and your Treasurer was able to pay back to
the General Fund $ 200.00 of thf.: manics lo',ned,

Requests for pledgos to the Conference were sent to the congrGb~ticns at the
end of 1'larch. V-oon receipt of these -il8dges your Finance: Committee sst up a
DroOJosed budget for tht, coning ye,:,r based on these plcdgos, requests, and the
needs of the individu2~1 funds Q (This will be: gor18 over in the rGt)ort concerning
the budget.)

The year on the: v1ho1c has been a pesl tivc one. Even though our net change
in all funds is only $ 100.00 more thQ;.l1 the int ...,rGst earnings g HG seem in gGner­
2.1 to hewe held our own in the working funds. This is very good to seG and cer­
tainly ~ mark of our Lord's governing hand and blessings. Now may wo continue
with the prayer that tho Lord will bless our lilbor ~nd sacrifices so that we m~y

ever be solvent fin2.nci~lly, carry out our joint efforts, and reilp t~eir bless­
ings. Because of condi ti()ns at these li:c,st times, it nny not be easy, hwnanly
soc::~king. Stnl, let us go ahoi:"Ld with the strc:ngth of our Lord to meet and over­
come the stones in our path and to continue this positive direction and at~itudc,

always to His glory.

RespectfUlly submitted,
The Finance Committee

Loren Dirksen
Larry Reil
Bill Schrader
Jeffery W, Styx, Chairmiln

RE,;OnT OF THE FINAl:iCE Cm:r;ITT.L'" CONC.8t(dNG THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL Y:DAR 1980 - 1981

Dear Brethren in Christ,

Your Fincl.ncG Committc:e WelS very c2ncGrnGd this yt3::,r about the effects of the
current economic conditions in our country on the pledges to th8 conference.
The results of th,,· nlcdgcs, howovGr, h:wc l\1.:::mdcrfully relieved that concern.

Looking ~t the responses to our letter requesting pledges, W0 r.ote the re­
sults, as follows~
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St. John's
St. Luke's
Peace
St. Steuhen's
Trinity

TObl/month

T')tal/ycGlr

GE1'iERAL S:Ll':INRRY MI5SION
~ 50.00 4> 250.00 $ 30.00 (all/me. )

18.00 72.00 10.00
90,00 475.00 250,00
JO.OO Jl0.00 100,00
15.00 62.00

~ 203.00 $ 1,169.00 $ 390.00

$ 2,4J6.00 $ 14,028.00 $ 4,680.00

In suite of trying times for somE, all our congregations have continued
their past yoar's pl~dge ~nd one congregation has even increased their pledge.
By the grace; of God • Trinity congregation has'llmost doubled their 111edge to the
Seminary Fund. This has ple~sed our committee, for we are grccetly concerned
for our professors and the effects of inflation on their livlihood. with this
ulcdgc we arc able to give a slight increase in our professors' salaries, thcugh
previously we could not forsEl8 such actLm this year. Here we can truly see
the results of spiritual growth in their congreg,:"tion.

In light of the needs in the confercnc0 and considering tho funds available,
some changes from the budget of Ltst y0'ar were ffi:lde in this year's prcposed bud­
got, ~nd arc refl€ctLd on p~ge 4 of th~ Prospectus. ThL proposod budgot is as
follows:

SEl''lINRRY FmmGJ1NERAL FUND

Scrip. Pub. Op. SUbsidy
Telephone
Travel
Convention
Tuition Matching
Miscellaneous

1.200.00
150.00
600.00
JOO.OO
100.00
JOO.OO

Prof, Salary
HOUS0. Allow.
Assoc.. Prof. Sal,
Facilities
Library
Stock
Periodicals
Miscellaneous

7,272.00
4.092.00
2,J88.00

100,00
12.00
69.00
75.CO
20.00

lVJIoSION
FUND

Hission Subsidy;
Trinity, Coos Bay

$ 5,184.00

Total: $ 2,650.00 Tc:tal: $ 14,028.00 Total: $ 5,184.00

Explanation of the changes are as follows:

General Fund:

Seminary Fur,d I

This y03r a request was made by the Publishing House Board of
Control to increase their subsidy by $ 200.00. Also included
was the Tuition Hatching Progr:lm of $ 100.00. In order to m~'cke

those rc:vislons, ch::;,ngos h;~.,d to bv madt:o in the other budgctocl.
items. since pledged receipts have not ch:lngod. Therefore, the
t81o~lhone wa,s cut $ 50.00, for last year this item wc..s well in
tho black. Anticipat~d travel for this comihg year is not seen
to be as grt],clt and therefore; this was cut $ 150.00. The i ton
for Constitution and Seminary C[ltc..loguc was deleted in favor of
simply taking this expense out of the G0neral Fund balance, for
this item has boen budgoted for two years with n03.ctivity. If
we are to have expenditures for these items, we SUgbcst the
above payment procccduro; for they would not be a rGgul~r

on-going expenditure.

Itli th the incrca,se in the pledges here an incro2,so in sCllaries of
approximately 2% was pos~ible. In order to make those figures
come out even, notinc also the red balances on some cf ths indi-
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~lission Fund:

vidual items, other figures have b0cn slightly changed.

Although Trinity Congregation requested no ch~nge, your Treas­
urer requested this $ 4 increase to m2.ke the monthly figure an
even $ 432.00 per month, thus making bookkeeping a little eas­
ier.

These ch~iDges were made by th", FilkiDC2 Gonmi ttCt; to rtjflect the neE.OQs of the
v~rious funds more accurately, based on inform-ltian recGived by this Committee.
Under the Lord's blessing let us make our decisions.

Respectfully Submitted,

The Finance Committee
Loren Dirksen
Larry Reil
Bill Schrador
Jeffery W. Styx, Chairman
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rnHUT:DS
of the 29th Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference

The 29th Annual Convention of the Concordia lutheran Conference opened on
June 20 g 1980 p at 9:30 a.m., with a Divino r~ervico in which Presidont ILL, i::at­
terer of Lebanon, Oregon, preached the sermon based on John ?g 2.5 - 31 1 with
the theme g "He 8peaketh Boldly". The host pastor, the Rev. P,R. Bloedel, ser­
ved as liturgist.

The Convention proper as well as the first session convened at 11gJ.5 a.m. g

with a brief devotion by the President. Immediately the Convention committees
were appointed as outlined in the Convention Prospectus, p. 2.

The luitied Report of the Committee on Regis tration and E;xcuses (Proceedings,
page 29) wes e;ivon by committee member Nr. I'iichael l"ischer. It Has reported
that all but two delegates were present, tho lay delegates from st. Stephen's
being unable to attend, j~elding a total number of fourteen (14) possible votes.
It was moved and seconded to accept this report. The motion was carried.

President Natterer then gave his annual report. Vice-president o.r. Schae­
fer took the chair during this report, In his Presidential Report (Proceed­
ings, p. 27) Pastor ratterer reviewed some of tbo events of the past year, in­
cluding the referendum on tho constitutional amendment p his actions regarding
the Aid Association for Luthernns pursuant to the directions of the last con­
vention, and his part in fulfilling tho desire of the Conference to dedicate
this Convention to the anniversaries of the Lutheran Confessions. It Has moved
and seconded to accept this report, SUbject to revieH. The motion was carried
and the Vice-president appointed the following revieH committee:

the Rev. E. D. Mensing
Lr. Paul F. Luedtke
Hr. John Dirksen

After a brief scan of the printed Agenda p it was moved and seconded to accept
it as adjusted by the Convention. The motion was carried.

The oral Report of the Press Committee, given by the Rev. o.r, :ichacfer,
stated that no article had been submitted to local papers concerning our Con­
vention. It was moved and seconded to receive this brief oral report,

lIra David T. Hensing (the Conference stntistician, as appointed by the Board
of Directors) handed out mimeographed sheets listing the pertinent statistics
of Our Conference congregations. After revieifing orally the material, the
report was received by motion o

Tho morning session adjourned at 12:00 noon for the noon lunch hour.

The sessions reconvened nt 1:15 p.m., Hith a devotion conducted by the Rev,
H. David Mensing during which Hymn 292 was sung, Bph. 2 was read, and a prayer
vTaS offered to the Lord.

The agenda then continued with the readinG of Part I of the first convention
essay commemorating the anniversaries of our LutheTan Confessions. It was de­
livered by the Rev. Randall D. styx and was entitled, "The Authority of Scrip­
ture According to the Lutheran Confessions" (Proceedings, p. 10 - 21). The
first part 0'£ the essay treated how the Confessions plainly state and confess
the absolute authority of Scripture with'regard to matters of faith and doc­
trine, Brief discussion centered on the concepts of causative and normative
authority.
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At 2:30 p.!!lop Prof. 0,\1, Schaefer, Socretary pro-tern of the Boarel of Direct­
ors p gave the reco~~endations of the Bonrd 9

The first recommendaiion, dealing with the question of whether recording de­
vioes oUGht to be allowed at various Conference meetings, read as follows:
"'T'hFl.t. ;n t.hp. ()ffi~ii'l.l mAAt.in£"R of our r.rmfArp.TICe (nastoral conferences, Board
m~~ting~, -~~d-~;~~~~ti~~-~~~~io;~)-~;~ ci;--~~t-pe~mit that recording devices be
used, but that only written notes by the ;.,ecretary be kept for our official
record." The rationale for this recommendation vTaS two-fold; namely, that
sometimes 0 due to our sinful flesh. we SeW things that ought not be said and,
charitably, these things ought not'bo preserved-permanently; also, practically
speaking, some individuals feel too inhibited to speak nhen they know thoy
are being recorded, It was moved and seconded to adopt this recow~endation,

The motion Nas carried.

The second recommendation of the Board stated: "That the Rev. H,D, Eensing,
as agent for the Conference, be authorized to explore the matter of re-incorE­
oration of the Conference as a 'religions corporation' in the ~tate of Illinois,
and that this authorization include reasonable legal consultation, if necessary,
as Hell as the actual filin[ of the proper form." The purpose of the recom­
mendation vms to eliminate the present need of re-filinG forms each year, si.nce
the Conference is presently incorporated as 'a not-for-profit organization',
which status requires this. This recommendation of the Board was also adopted
by motion.

~ollowing a recess at 2~45 p.m" the Conven~2on reconvened at 3:20 with the
lloport of the Finance Committee for the past fiscal :,rear (Proceedings, p. L~2),
Given by the Treasurer r J'.r. Jeffery~!. Styx. It Has moved and seconded to re­
ceive this report. The motion was carried.

The Elections Committce bocan its 1'1Ork T,i th a request that the Convention
set aside a moment of time in memor,;,' of ialtor F 0 Fischer, who had the past
year been taken to his eternal rest and who had for many years served as an
officer in our Conference, and, to that end, that his former pastor, the Eev,
ill, L, :\7£1tter, lead the d.ele(;D.tas and visitors in a brief prayer, President
Natterer offered the follov.ring prayer in his memory~

o dearest heavenly Father, at this time we call to mind the blessings
Thou didst bestmT upon our Conference through the faithful labors of
our dear departed brother, Halter Fischer. Thou didst call him to
appear befon Thee in the noontide of his life and labors. Fe humbl.e
ourselves under Thy Hol;;r Fill and reverence Thy l!ays, although Th:,I
judgments are unsearchable nnd Th~/ r'ays past finding oute Enable us
to comfort ourselves Hith the consideration that He have not lost him'
-but only sent him before, firmly believing that on the Iast Day Thou
Hilt rnise him up and that then we shall see one another in eternal
life. Yelp us. toie beseech Thee. that He !!lay, like Halter; always
strive to roveal the fruits of faith in an ever-increasing measure
through faithful sorvice in 'T'hy KinGdom, for Jesus' salw, Amen.

The nominations and elections then proceeded as follows:

hominated for President: Pastors tionsing, Nf1tterer. Bloedel, and ·'.chaefer
:8lGctcd: BoL, l~2.tterer

Fominated for Vice-President: Pastors Schaefer, ]lensinG, and ,jt;yx
Elected: O~schnefer
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FOLlinntions for :;ecretary! Pastors Luedtke and st:rx
Elected: Randall D. styx

}·ominations for Treasurer! Nssrs. Jeffer;:!;f. styx and Victor K. Bloedel
.iJlcctcdi-Jefforr !. st;jrx

: aminated for Board [lembor-at-LargE) -- Far Hosb IIssrs. John R, Dirksen, Paul
F. IJuedtke, Victor K. Bloedel, Loren 11. Dirksen, ::enry Fischer, and I'Iichael
I"ischer

Sleeted: John R. Dirksen

ITominated for Board i'ijember-at-Largo -- I'Iid-\~esb Essrs. David T. jviensing (CRN) ,
Lloyd E. (BUd) l\Tartin, and Charles Niller.

Elected: David T. fIensing (em!)

Proposed slates and election of standing corrwitteesg (first named as chairman)

Editorial Committee!

A.
Pastor :)chLcefer
Pastor Latterer
r~ichael Fischer

B.
Pastorc.>tyx
Pastor I,uedtke
lloyd ~. tlIartin

C.
Pastor :::;tyx
Pastor Luedtke
lIichaal Fischer

D.~~lected

Pastor '·:chaefer
Pastor Luodtlw
rlichael Fischer

Committee on Theological Education:

A. Elected
Pastor .Bloedel
Pastor Jtyx
Uoyd E. Eartin
Victor K. Bloedel

Conmittee on nissionsg

A. i:lected
Pastor Luedtke
Pastor i"atterer
loren R. Dirksen
Ronald ·)chlabt
Jeffery H.~,tyx

Committee on Lutheran Union:

B.
Pastor Bloedel
Pastor Luedtke
I,loyd E. fIartin
Robert G. Bloedel

B.
Pastor :Schaefer
Pastor Bloodel
Lloyd E. Nartin
larry Turner
(itephen Bloedel

A. :.:lected
Vice-President (a.H.s,)
oecretary (R.D.S.)
Professor Nensing
David T. Bensing (CRl'l)

B.
by Constitution
b~r Constitution

Professor nensing
Robert G. Bloedel

Publishing House Board of Control

A. :::Blected
Pastor BloeclGl
Pastor ~Jtyx

Dale ::::llis
Victor K. Bloedel
Faul it'. Luedtke

B.
Pastor Bloedel
Pastor r:.ensing
Ronald~;chlah t
Victor K. Bloedel
Paul F. I.uedtke
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Finance Committee

1>., Il~cted

Treasurer, J. '_ tyx Treasurer, J. Styx
loren Dirksen looren Dirksen
Bill :;chrader :'':ent Frerichs
larry Reil Dale ~llis

Following the completion of the elections it was moved and seconded to make
all elections unanimous. The motion was unanimousl~i carried.

Lext the Report of the Committee on l:issions (ProceedinGs, p. 36) ~ias given
by Pastor Luedtke. It contained two recommendations. Alcng with this report
an oral interest report was presented by Pastor c,tyx concerning our mission
congregation, Trinity Lutheran of Coos Bay, Oregon, in which ho summarized the
activities of the pastor and congregation over tho past ~rear, The motion to
receive both reports was carried.

Adjournment of the Friday sessions followed at 5&35 p.n" with the intention
of taking up the 11ission Committee recommendations in the~aturday sessions,

Saturday, June 21, 1980

The'Jaturday morning session .ras begun with a devotlcn by Pastor Luedtke,
Eymn 536 was sung, followed by Isaiah 55 and a prayer. The devotion closed
"ith Fymn 276.

The minutes of the Friday session were presented and adopted as read.

Pastor :>tyx then continued with Part II of his essa:;, on the Authority of
Scripture according to the Lutheran Confessions, Remarks and comments follow­
ing the reading emphasized the frequency with Hhich the Confessions refer to
and quote Scripture (estimated over 1,000 times) as compared with the writings
of other church bodies, as, for examplo, the Roman Catholic Church and Reformed
Churches, which place church councils, opinions of men, etc" on a par with
,Scripture in practice and frequently elevate them above the ::cripture. ,c,lso
discussed was the fine distincticn we m8,ke in accepting the ConfessioJ1S1 namely.
that He do net hold to them merely "in so far as" (latil1~ quatenus) they teneh
the Jcripture truth 1 rather, wo subscribe to thc Lutheran Confessions "becau.se'
(Latin~ quia) the~ teach the Scripture truth, Following the discussion the
essay ..ras accepted Hith thanks to the essayist for his thorough Hork.

The Chairman of the 1':ission Committee, the Rov. James 1', lued.tke, then re­
sumed tho loading of the discussion of the recommendations of his co~~itteeo

Pastor ;',tyx assisted him at this time in his secretarial duties,

* The Iiission Committee's first Recommendation, to grant Trinity lutheran
Church of Coos Bay, Oregon, a subsidy of (,5,124.00 per year ($ L't'j2.00j mo,),
was moved 9 seconded, and carried.

* The Committee's second Recommendation l to discuss tho problom(s) of expan··
ding our mission outreach and instruct the Committee as to how to proceed, etc.
(see text Proceedings, p. 37), was also carried. Pursuant to the adoption of
this recommendation the assembled delegates took time to discuss the matter,
Follo~~ing a question asking how wo might contact many indepenterrt Lutherans who
need pastors, President ratterer authorized nll of the pastors to maI(e contacts
in his behalf, noting, hOT-TOVer, that he llould need to be kept informed and,
where there wou.ld be nn~ overlappinG of'functions with the Committee on luthor­
an Union, its chairman should also be contacted.
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l"ollotling El question as to bow best and properly to search out those inter­
ested, it was moved and seconded that we put an announcement in our Conference
pcriodical g requesting that other interested congregations who need a pastor
contact our conference. It '~ms suggested to include a brief summary of Christ­
ian doctrine. Because this action involved man;,{ facets and ramifications for
the I'Jission Committee, it Has moved and seconded to commit the motion to the
Resolutions Committee for a proper llordinr and a definite statement for the
editor 6f the Concordia lutheran to include in the periodical g possibly every
time. The motion to commit was carried.(See Resolution #2,p 56; Minut~s p 51)

It was Elsked if it would be in order to submit articles or letters to the
for~ sections of certain publications as, for example, Christian News,-and
thus put fcrth our position. It Has cautioned that lie be careful that thereby
we do not Give implied approval to Christian jeHS. It vms suggested we rather
take note of the ads and letters placed therein by others and send to their
v~iters copies of our Concordia lutheran as well as other information.

The Be art of the Committee on Theolor:ical Education follollred and HCLS pre­
sented by Pastor Bloedel. See Proceedincs, p, 33 Together with this report
Professor/President CoL:-;chaefer gave his ~port of the :3eminary President
(also p. 33). Their reports highlighted the activities of the ~eminary over
the past year g rejoicing especially in the graduation of T1r. David T. I·;ensing
and his becoming a. Candidate of' the Reverend r.linistry r:.nlong us" i'\lso h.igh ....
lighted were prospects for possible new students for OUT ,-}eminary. The motion
to receive this report Has carried.

'l'__h_8 R_.n__H_.OT_i _~_1 (1().m•.m••i_+.+.~A +h~'n n-r.I"'\'"VI+f"'lrl +h..,...,"",rrh .; + ,.,h,,:,'; Ylm!':\M 1)!=\s+('\"V' r~f"h~C1T(')1""_- __ __ -.. ~_ V ... ,J,VL j;JV.L. \J\';~ VJ.j,"VI,A~J,.r. ..... v ...... J,.~'--"""-..L..lI.l ...... .;.J.g .L ...... ............... I .... "" ......~ .... _"" .... .,

It referred to past articles in the Concordia Lutheran relating to the anniver­
sary of our conference and contained a reconmendation concerning the f1emorial
of st. John's to the 1979 Convention (~ee 1979 Proceedings, p. 39). It Has
moved and seconded to receive this report. The motion was carried. (This re­
port nith its recommendation may be found on page 30 of these Proceedings.)

HeGarding the recommendation concerning the Hemorial (This Eemorial proposed
guidelines!9r _.ib~_GOl'lg9r~?-~_nglthe~an.) , it Has moved and seconded to accept
the adjustments of thejt • John's 1';errlv.c'i8.] as 1:OColilIll8n0_ecl by the :::Jditorial
Committee. The motion Has carried. It Has then moved ancl seconded that He
adopt the resolve of the l'lemorial presented by 'jt. John t s Iutheran Church in
1979 (thow;h not its Hhereases), as amended b~r this COl1vention i as an ampli­
fication of our express statement of purpose for the Concordia Lutheran. The
motion was carried.

The 1100n lunch brea.k Has observed at 12,00 noon.

At 1:30 p.m., the afternoon session convened with a devotion by Pastor 8t}~

in "rhich F:ymn 266 llfaS sung, followed by the reading of II Tim. 1 g 8-13 and a
-prayer.

Pastor Bloedel then presented his repor~ on behalf of the Pub~n6 ro~
30ard of Control (Proceedi115sw p. 31). It contnined tHO recommendations; the
first concerninc: the operational subsidy and the second concerning the funds
held available for a conference book house, It was moved and seconded to re­
ceive this report. The I7lotion Has carried,

* It Has moved and seconded to adopt Recommendation #1 of the Board of Control,
nam~lJl'p that the operfltional sUbsi~:r b~_.1J}creilsed by $ 200.00 from 2; 1 9 000.00
to ;? 1 p 200.00. The motion "JaS carried.
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~:- It Has moved and seconded to adont Recommendation ,;:2 of the Publishing
Fouse Board of Control~ namel:', that the ~1,OOO.OQ reserve for a conference
book house be discontinued until such time-as it-is needed. Carried.

The financial
ceedings g p, 32)
previous report.

report of the~[)!-isbin.6 house. for the last fiscal year (Pro-·
,,;as presented b~r flir, Victor K. Bloedel in connection Hi th the

This report Has acce:[)ted by motion,

~c It was moved and seconded that we authorize tho publishing bouse, Scripturql
Publications, to roprint the Concordia lutheran article on Church and flinistr~T

as a pamphlet, at least 500 copies at ",11 approximate°"cost 01' ~:; 50.00, this cost
to be defrayed by the Conference General Fund. The motinn !:as carried.,

The report of the Committee to review the President's !eport, given by
tor flensing l ap:i?roved Pastor Natterer's report. UJee ProceedinGs, p. 2C-)
motion to receive this report 1ms carried 8.l1d the Presidentia.l Heport Has
by fUlly approved,

Pas­
The

there-

The report of the Auditing Committoe (,~;oo Proceedings 1 p. 32 )
John Dirksen. This committee, Hhich this year revie1'Jed only the
tural Publications, found them to be accurate and in good order,
secondedgand carried to accept this report.

Has given by
booIm of 3cri:e.­
It Has moved p

The report of the special congregational Auditing Committee (authorized
1979 Procecdings g p, L!J) was given bjT I'lr. David T, Eensing (CPJI) (Jeo these
Proceedings, p. ~'2), This report cOi~cerned the boc:ks of the ConfEJE.§,Xlce Trcas­
~Cl These bool~St too, were found to be in good ardara frho ITlotion to re­
ceive this rel10rt was cenried,

There followed discussion of aUditi~~tters, It was suggested that st.
Luke's Lutheran Church, ~.~,eattle, Fashington, also perform an audit of the books
of Scriptural Publications prior to the convention and bring their report to
the convention, even as Peace lutheran Church, TinleJr Park, Illinois 1 had done
this year pith the Treasurer's books, Others suggosted that the Conference
retain its appointed auditing committee at each convention that the Conference
retain oppcrtunity to revieH an~r books and financHl records in addition to any
congregational audit.

After discussinG the above and related points g it was moved and seconded to
dispense \1i th further discussion of nuditing proceedures at this timo and fol­
10H from here on tbe same proceedure follm·red this year in auditing the varioEs
Conference records, The motion was defeated,

-l-' After further discussion it Has moved and seconded to add the follovring
..rards to the end of the resolution of the 1979 Proceedings (p, 43): "through
its regularly appointed Auditing Committee." The motion "ras carried. The
complete proceedural resolve of the Conference at this time thus reads:

"That 2 or 3 members of the congregation in which the Treasurer is located
carefully and thoroughly audit the records of the Treasurer before convGntion
takes place while there would be plenty of time to do their job and be able to
confer with the Treasurer thrOUGhout the audit, bringing their report to the
convention wJ!el1 it convenes, thrcubh its regularly appointed l\uditing Committee.;;

* The initi8.1 repoE~ of the Besolu"t-~9~1§J~om!Ili~teeFas given b:l Pastor r1iensing.
Their first (chronaloGically) rosolution concerned the various aspects of our
mission outreach, includin[£ the matter of an announcement in the Concordia
Lutheran. --"[This Hhole rnatter Has commit;ted to them in connection 1'rith the
Nission Committe e report -- see above, page 50) It H£lS moved and seconded to
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adopt this resolution. The motion Has carried. (This resolution was later
designated "Eesolution #2". It may be found on page 56 of these Proceedings.)

A recess followed at 3g00 p.m ••

Sessions resumed at 3g25 p.m., with the Re}ort of the FinanocCommittee for
the Com}-lliLFiscal Year ("ce Proceedings, p 4Jto consider the budGet. it was
presented by Treasurer, Jeffery W. St~A. In his prosentation he referred to
page 4 of the Prospectus to aid in explaining each budget item. The motion to
receive this report was carried.

It was moved and seconded to adopt the bUdget proposed by the Finance Com­
mittee. The motion was carried without a dissenting vote.

The Report of the Committee on IJutheran Union (;:"00 Proceedings, p. 38) Has
given by its chairman, Pastor -;chaofor. It included two recommendations. Tho
motion to receive this report was carried.

-:r It lo'ras moved and seconded to accept Recommendation ~:1 (jee text, p. 39), to
resume stu~ of developments in the LOR (lutheran Churches of the Reformation),
with the addItion, "as well as with the Fellm'!ship of lutheran ConGregations
(FLC)." The motion was carried and the entire recommendation thus reads:

"That the Committee on lutheran Union resume its study of developments in
the LCR and determine the f easibility of further negotiations 'I'dtb tllis church
body as Hell as Hitll the }t'elloNship of lutheran Congregations (FlC)."

It llaS moved and seconded to adopt the second recommeE9-ation (; eo text, p. 39)
that the committee look into the doctrinal position of Lutherans Alert National.
This motion was defeated. (;ecretary's noteg The summary of the discussion
leading up to this defeat :-ras not transferred to me among the notes of the for­
mer secretar~r. If my memory serves me correctly, hmmver p the general consen­
sus was that such investigation would be unnecessary, since some of our pastors
already had some of their printed material which already showed their doctrinal
positions.)

"'ftor various announcements the :Jaturday sessions adjourned at 4:45 p. m.•

Sundayp June 22 p 1980

The Sunday activities began with a Divine ~)ervice at 10:00 a.m.. The sermon
Hns delivered by the Rev. O.F. -;chaefer of Tinley Park, Illinois. It lIaS based
on 2 Cor. 4: 13 and had as its theme 9 "The Timely Call from HolJ ~)criptures and
our Confessionsg Eold Fast to the Truth and Confess It!" The local pastor,
the Rev. F.R. Bloedel p served as liturgist. Pastors ·)chaefer and Bloedel ad­
ministered the Lord's Sacrament to the congregation and its guests from the sis··
ter congregations. The offerings wero given to the local congroGation to help
defray convention expenses.

FollOWing tho noon meal the Rev. 0.1'. Schaefer opened the afternoon sessions
Hith a devotion in lo'rhich the assembly sang Eymns 382 and 283 and heard the read­
ing ofjcripture from Romans 3 l 19-28. A prayer loTaS also offered.

After this devotion the Rev. I'i. L. 1'atterer, re -clected as President, resumed
the chair. The President aclcnowledged the fact that the newly-elected jecre­
tary, the Rev. Randnll D. :.,tyx, was now assuming his position and asked that
the JJOrd bestow His blessinGS upon the :jecretary' fl labors. Ee also expressed

- 52 -

1980 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



ERR~TA

1980 Proceedings

Page 53; third full paragraph; end of line 6
Please insert word omitted in typing, after "doctrine of Scripture,"
the word "not", thereby correcting the following phrase to read, "not
merely 'in so far as'''.

1980 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



his appreciation for the fine co-operation on the part of our previous ~ec­

retary, the Rev. James P. Luedtke. Referring to his own re-election as Presi­
dent, President i:atterer stated that while he was one with his brethren in doc­
trine and practice, he was "not in aGreement with them in their estimation of
his gifts and talonts, But he was ldlling to acquiese to their decision and
besouGht their prayers in his behalf that he miGht perform his duties as Pres­
ident faithfully."

The minutes of the Saturday sessions were then road and approved.

The President asked if it would be possib18 to know the amounts received in
the collection for the two convention services. The Treasurer informed the
Convention that $-91.95 had been received in the Friday service and $ 661.43
had been received in the :.iunday service. President latterer noted with praise
to the Lord that this was the highest the figures had ever been,

The Rev. E. David Mensing then presentod his doctrinal essay, "The Doctrine
of Justification According to our lutheran Confessions." The essay briefly but
clearly showed that our Confessions correctly set forth the ~cripturo doctrine
of Justification. In the discussion the fine distinction between acceptinb the
Confessions quia I not guate~ vms aGain emphasized; namely~ that we accept and
bind ourselves to the Confessions because they are the doctrine of ,jcripturo,
merely lIin so far as" they are the doctrine of ~)cripture0 A.lso discussed were i

the importance of objective justification -- how without the total forgiveness
of allan God's part, there would be no sure forgiveness to be received subjAct··
ively; how the pronouns in Is. 53! 5 plainly teach the Vicarious Atonement of
Christ for our sins~ and how the Roman Catholics continually obscure the ~crip­

ture teaching of Justification by incorrectly defininG the meanings of grace and
faith. It was noted that the Roman Catholic Church still stands by its sinful
curse of all who believe the true Scripture doctrine of Justification (Decrees
and Canons of the Council of Tront, ~;ession 6, Cnnon 12). (~;ee essay p. 22)

* Following a brief recess, during which the precious doctrine of Justifica­
tion was discussed informally, it was movod and seconded to accept the essay
with thanks to the essayist. The motion was unanimously carried,

Pith a brief discussion of the alternative methods of printing the Proceed­
ings, it was moved and seconded that the c.,ecretnry include the duplicating of
the 1980 Proceedings as a part of his secretarial duties. The motion ~TaS car­
ried,

Under discussion of the time and ~lace of the 1981 Convention, an invitation
was received from Peace Bv. lutheran Churchs Tinley Parlts Illinois, "in case
there were no other". It was asked if it would be proper to discuss bi-ennial
conventions at this time. It was mutually agreed first to hear the invitations,
decide the places and then discuss the year for the next convention. The Pas­
toral Delegate from '-,to Stephen's Lutheran Church, tilmot,)outh Dakota, con­
veyed his congregation's invitation to host the next conventions be it next

~~- yenr or the year after, It ITf\S moved and seconded to accept the invitation
of lh.-Jtephen's_Lutheran Church to host the next convention of the Conference.
This motion was carried unanimously,

Regarding the question whether to hold the next convention one or tHO years
hence, it was suggested that~since the Conference had recently decided the
question of annual vs bi-ennial conventions, we wait to discuss the matter un­
til such time as n formal Eemorial comes,before the Conference in convention
assembled. There being no objection, the President noted that the next conven­
tion Hould be held the follo 1tJing yean namely, 1981,
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The Committee on Registration and Excuses gave its final report (Proceedings,
p. 29). The motion to receive their report was carried.

Regarding the approval of the minutes of tho ,Junday session, the President
mentioned the usual practice of submitting them to the praesidium for their
review and approval. 0ince there was no objection, this proceedure was ordered
and folloN'ed.

President ;~tterer noted with praise and thanks to the Lord the brotherly
co-operation he had had over the past ;year with his fellow officers in the Con­
ference.

The Resolution Committee presented its final rOEort and with it the follow­
ing Resolutions:

R~solution #1

Resolution #3

(Proceedings p. 55) regarding the special purpose of this Conven-­
tion to observG the anniversarios of the Unaltered A~gsbE~ Con-
fession and the Book of Concord. This resolution was carried
unanimously Rnd the assembled delegates and visitors joined in
singing Eymn 292. (The text of this hJ~n is printed in its en­
tirety, as it was sung, on page 55,and at the head of these
Proceedings.)
In__ .................. , .......14 ..... .-_ _ ""'"'1\ ~t.-.. .... ....,1,..~ ............ n ....... ~"' ...... r.l~, T".""C'o"'ll'!1Y'l. f""1h"'i"f"h Tn,... nr('\.-
\.s;-J.,v'V\;;;tvU..L.LJ.bi:l, .J:Jo J( J V.'.J,c.\.ur-.....LJ.Lb ...L""V'o.vv .L:JV fI .L.J\..4'"'..... '\..o'.A.~ ..... v· ........... - ......... ...., .... .r ..... ~

viding its fac111ties to house our ;'~eminary and for their broth­
erly co-operation and sacrifice. Carried.

The Rev o }l,l David l.~ensingF Pastor of Peace Ev 0; Lutheran Church
oxtended his congregation's invitation to the Conference again
for the coming year to make the same use of its facilities as in
tho past. The motion to accept this invitation was carried.

Resolution #4 (Proceedings, p. 57)thanking the presenting pastors for their
sermons, devotions p and essays. Carried.

Resolution #5 (Proceedings, p. 58) thanking :::t. Luke's congregation for the
use of their classroom space and office equipment for convention
committees. Cnrried.

Resolution #6 (Procoedings, p. 58) thanking Peace congregation for its commit­
tee to audit the Treasurer's books prior to this convention.
Carried.

Resolution #7 (Proceedings, p. 58) expressing gratitude to the officers who
served the Conference the past year and a prayer to the 1:01y
~-~pirit to help thoso currentl:-i clectod a carriedo

Rosolution liS (Proceedings, p. 58) thanking .it. luke's congregaHon for all
they had provided for the Convention. Carried.

The President asked if there were any furthor business to come before this
Convention. There was none. The Prosident Gave the floor to PastoT Bloedel
for any announcements p who also gave a word of thanks to the convention dele­
gates and guests for being so kind and for coming to the Convention and honor­
ing them U)t. LUke's) Hith their presence. Ee said, "rt is a very s:gecial joy
in the Lord."

Respectfully submitted,
the Rev. Randall D.;tyx,

Secretary

It ,TaS moved and seconded to adjo~~ this convention.
and the Presid.ent led. tho assembly in the singing of Hymn
Lord's Pl'ayer said. in unison. 1-:e de0larQ(']. tho Convention
a~d ~n~o the Apostolic Blessinc.
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Resolution #1:

l1HEREAS at this convention we etTE; commGmor:1ting the 450th AnnivcrsCU'y of tt,e
Augsburg Confession c:nd the 400th n.nnivt.,rsary cf thf, entire }'c,uk "f
Concord, our beloved Luther~n Confessions: :1nd

T,~Hi:RE.rlS these Confessions, drimn uIJ by our fc:i thful Lutheran fathers, c,jrrectly
set forth tho very doctrines of Holy Scripture in those matters
which they treat, including 2ntithoses or th2 rejection of contr~xy

teachings;:cnd

WHEREAS these Confessions Gre by God's grace still today not only held by us
as our own Confessions, but are also still of practical use in our
work of the Lord within the pervorted religious world of our d~y; in
which there are also ma,ny so-c'1.llod "Lutherans" 9 who pay mere lip-service
to the Confessions as their historicc:l heritage but flagrantly dis­
regard, and teach and practice contrary to the sc~e; and

WHEREAS in the essnys presented ~t this convention, as well as in the s8rnons,
we have bObn shown in particular that the Book of Concord emphasizes
the Holy Scriptures as the inorrant 1tJord of God and as the only source
and norm of Christian faith and doctrine, and the doctrine of justi­
fication alone by gr:l.ce, for Christ's sake, through f?oith alone, as
the only saving doctrine for poor sinners, the most fund~ment~l of all
doctrines ar~ the central doctrine of Christianity, on which the Church
strmds or f::'Llls i

THEREFORE BE IT nESOLVED thJ.t 3.t this anniversary convention we Inud and magnify
the Lord of the Church for leading our fGthers to draw up these fo.ith­
ful Confessions and for preserving thom among us to this very day by
His Holy Spirit through the \~ord; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we earnestly beseech our gr~~cious Lord in Christ
Jesus to keep us true to those Confessions and ever more ZG2.lous in
the faithful study and use of the same throughout our generations,
until, being kept by the power of God unto salvation, faithful to our
Savior and His Word, we, our children, and our children's children
shall receive by jUs gr3.ce the crown of glory in heaven, where we will
bo enabled to l~ud and magnify His glorious Name in ~8rfectn8ss, world
without end, and

BE IT FURTHER R8S0LV~D that even now at this time in our convention we unani­
mously 2.rise ;lnd by our organ music :md singin6, making 3. joyful noise
unte Him, praise tho most [:..lorious Lord, Sevior, and Ikad of His Church,
as we together raise our voices in Hymn 292;

Lord Jesus Christ with us abide
For round us falls the eventide;
Nor let Thy Word, that he~venly light 9

For us be ever veiled in night.

In these last days of sore distress
Grant us, deer Lord, true steadft,stness
Ttat pure we keep, till life is spent 9

Thy holy word and and Sacrament.
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Lord Jesus, help, Thy Church uphdd
For we ~re auggish, thoughtless, cold.
Oh, prosper well Thy Uord of gr:lce
And spread its truth in every place!

Oh, keep us in Thy Word p we pray;
The guile and r~go of Satan stayr
Oh, may Thy mercy never cease:
Givo concord , -patience, courage, ]Jo~1ce.

o Go~ how sin's dread works abound:
Throughout the earth no rest is found,
And falsehood's spirit wide has spread,
And error boldly rears its heQd.

The haughty spirits, Lord, restrain
Who o'er Thy Church with might would reign
And always set forth something new,
Devised to change Thy doctrine true.

And since the cause and glory, Lord,
Are thine, net ours, to us afford
Thy help and strength and ccnst,'lDcy.
With all our heart we trust in Thee.

A trusty weanon is Thy Word,
Thy Church's buckler, 8hield, illld swurd.
Oh, let us in its power confide
That we ffi;'lY s,;;ok no other guide l

Oh, grant tlFlt in Thy holy 'vJord
We here may live and die, dear Lord;
And when our journey endeth here,
Receive us into glory there. Amen

Resolution #2:

WHEREAS tho Committee on Missions has requested of this convention direction
as to how to proceed in practical outreach to others with the pure
Word and doctrine which by grace we possess, and

HHEREAS this request entails two major branches of action, namely. a proper
method of making contact with those who desire guidance in sharing
our Scriptural position, and the necessary finances in our rlission
Fund to make possible thc implement~tion of such outreach;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Committee on Missions, in consultation with
the praesidium, fQrmulate 2_nd publish in our Concordia Lutheran an
invitation to orthodox groups or congregations who desire further in­
formation on our doctrinal position and perhaps also personal consult­
.qtion and ministr;:ltion to this end to m~-,"ke their desires known to the
chairman of the Committee on hissions. In connectien with this. the
Committce should 3,lso request their sending a n,sumf; of thf?ir current
situation; and, if such a gr::)Up or congreg:ltion has a pastor, its
contact with us should Scripturally bs made through him; and

BE IT F1JRTEER RESOLVLD th'lt tho chcdrman of tho Committee on Missions himself
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should m2.k0'lt lc,'st the ini ti3-1 contact ,1~ th such groups as
arc described above wh0n information of their oxistence is made
available to him, and that he oversee any subsequent cont~ct

made at his request by other pastors in our Conference; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ahy outlay of money needed for this project be
taken from the tlission Fund of our Conference, since this kind
of project is one of its chief purposes; and

BE IT FURTH~R R~SOLVED that, in the mc~ntimo, the members of our Canforence in
its various ccngrcgations heed our Savior's injunction fervently
to pray tho Lord of thc h:lrvest in accordance with I'httheH 9:J8
that He would bless our efforts in thesl~ endt;avors, and, at the
s'J.me time I th~~t they show the sincerity of their prayers and
desires in this regard by giving cheerfully and liberally to
build up our very necessary ~'Iission Fund, so th::.t our efforts
in the Lord may not be hindered by the human impediment of in­
sufficient funds with which to work.

Resolution #3:

WHEREAS our Concordia Theological SEminary has continued to enjoy the
use of the physical facilities of Peace lW. Lutheran Church,
Tinley P::trk, Illinois, during the pc::.st fiscal year i and

WHEREAS Peace Congregation has continued to provide these quarters fer
our classroolTL irlstrllction p library fclCili ties and chapel for c.

token maintenance cost of $100.00 per year, thus aidinb our
Conference in keeping to a bare minimwrr its expenses for the
physical aspects of its seminary progr~m;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we express our gratitude in the Lord to Peace Ev.
Lutheran Church for its continued brotherly cooperation, gen­
erosity and sacrifice in its promotion of this very necessary
work among us.

Resolution #4:

liVHEREAS

vHiEREAS

vfrlEREAS

the sermon delivered by our President at tho openinG service of
this convention, as well as th~t delivered in the Sunday Divine
Service by our Vicc-prEcsident, were found to be especially ed­
ifying to the delegates, guests, and visitors in attendance; and

the delegates and guests at this convention received also special
encouragement and strength from the v~rious devotions conducted
by our p,wtors during thG sessions. ::md

wo were particularly edified by the special essays present-od
during this convention on thl, ~uthorjty of Holy Scripture and
the doctrine of justific3,tion as these :,re also found and
epitomized in our Luther:~n Confessions;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLV.t::;D that the convention thAnk Fastors Hatterer and Schaeffm
for their edifying mGss~gcs, :lnd Pastors Styx and JVlGnsing for
their thorough, inform:1.tive and edifying essays, (Lnd that we ex­
press our gratitude also t<J' the p'1stors :18 a group for the speebl
devotions conducted by them elt this conven tion.
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Resolution # 5:

liHEREAS a convention of this n".ture requires that its w"rious officers and com­
mittees have at their disposal office sp:'.ce for the preparation of re­
ports and resolutions, as well as a variety of businoss machines for
typing and duplicating thc same;

THEREFORE B£ IT RESOLVED that we express sDecial th~nks to St. Luke's Lutheran
Church and particularly to its p.'1stor for making classroom space avail­
able to our delegates for their work and for providin5 appropriate of­
fice equipment for their use throughout this convention.

Resolution #6:

vvHEREAS th8 1979 convention delegated to the congregation of which the Confer­
ence Treasurer is a member the responsibility for auditing the official
Conference financial records and providing a special report to the con­
vention assembled at this present meeting;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we heartily thank Peace ~v. Lutheran Church of
Tinley Park, Illinois, for its careful and exacting work in audi~ing

tho books of the Conference Treasurer, source records. financi21 state­
ments and fisc~l procedures Qnd for its subsequent report to this con­
vention.

Resolution #7:

WHEREAS thc officers, standing committees, and appointod committees have served
our beloved Conference faithfully during the p~st fisc~l year under the
continued blessing of the Lord of the Church;

THEREFORE B~ IT R~SOLVED that we eXDress our gr~titude for all that these
brethren h~v8 wrought in their dedicated Christian service to eur
Conference during tht3 p3.St yc'cr of grn.cc. Clnd

BE IT FURTI-;~R R.::;SOLV:2:D that we crcll upon the holy Spirit to grant a rich measure
of His grace to those brethren who havo been elcctod t:::> l)ositions of
le:J.dGrship in our midst for the: coming fisc",l YGC1Y, so trLt all they
think, say and do mew bc in ilccordance with God's Holy Uord, to His
glory alone, ::lnd for the ccmtinucd prosperity of His kingdom am(mg us.

Resolution #8:

1JJH.c;ttEAS St. Luke's Luthen.,n Church of Soattl(j.~Jashington. has shown itself to
be a most ~Gcious host to the 29th Annu:J.l Convontion of our boloved
Confer<:;Dce by extending to delegcl. tes and gues t."31oving Christian hospi­
t~lity in its church building and in tho homes of its members; ~nd

lrJHEREAS the dnvoticms and divine services conducted during this special commem­
or~tivc convention were beautifi6d by speci~l organ and choral music
to the; pr:,"isc of our Lord'2.nd Siwior, the He.".cd of His Church: .1.nd

vJHEREAS we were privileged to enjoy not only nourishm,mt for our bodies through
the dedic2cted service of both the .l·~dies ",nd the men of tho congTeg,ltion,
but receiVGd also in rich abund,.nce ncurishmtmt for our souls in the
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Bread if Life, God's precious Word, ~nd in the S~crament of Christ's
body and blood (~s gULsts of this Christian congregation p

rrlEREFORE B~ IT RESOLVED that the Concordia Luthor~n Conference express its
whole-hcetrtcd gr~c,titude to thL pastor and members of this congreg~tion
for their most lovinG and lib~ral hospit~lity and Christian fellowship
which contributod to the general success of th" convcntion s to our
spiritual edification, and to our physical ccmfort; and

BE IT FURTHEB HESOLVED th:~,t the Conference espcci'l.l1y th-mk Itr, Stephen Blcwdel
for serving as the organist for this convention and using his spGci~l

t:-tlents for the glory of the Savior Clnd Heil.d of the Church, and that
we express our eratitude also to th0 men's choir of St. Luke's congre­
gation for the special choral offerings at both convention services,
to Mrs. Paul Luedtke for the special floral arrClngements which beaut­
ified tho s~notuary, and to Miss Jeanne BloGdel f0r her cap~blo and
loving care of the children present ::In the grounds during sessions,
as well i:\,S to those who provided who18some recreation for delegatE'S
and guests durin0 8v2ning hours; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED th,Lt, above all athol'S, we praiso i:\,nd mClgnify the Lord
of the ChurCh, our gracious Savior, for the bountiful blessings He has
continued to bestow upon our ConferonCE) by His nevor-failing gracc,
particularily that by His Holy Spirit he has pr~served us in trud unity
of faith and confession through His Word and has kopt us loyal to our
precious hori tage in the LuthoL\.rt Confossions, which by His p'ace He
not only caussd to be written and proserved throughout the past four
centuries, but by which we c:Lrt :11so in tho future all "speak the same
thine Clnd be porfectly joined togother in the setmo mind and in the
Same judgrr.ent," (1 Corinthi,:ms 1:10) and that ns we believe, we will
continue also to spcnk, always in accordance with His Holy Herd.
(2 Corinthians 4113)

(Secretary's note: The astcdc;ks in tLc left margin of the ]vlinutGs mark
passed motions, actions, or decisions of thE:; C::mvention oth·:r than routine
r~ception of reports, etc .• )
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