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DOCTHINAL SECTIOK

Lord Jesus Christ, with us abidc,

For rcund us falls the eventide;

Nor let Thy Woxd, that hecavenly light,
For us be ever veiled in night.

In these last days of sore distress
Grant us, doar Lord, true steadfastness
That pure we keep, till 1life is spent,
Thy holy Word and Sacrament.

Lord Jesus, help, Thy Church uphold,
For we are sluggzish, thoughtless, cold.
Oh, prospcr well Thy Werd of grace

And spread its truth in every placei

Oh, kecp us in Thy Word, we pray;

The guile and rage of satan stay!

Oh, may Thy mercy never cuasel

Give concord, paticnce, courage, peace.

0 God, how sin's drecad works abound!
Throughout the earth no rest is found,
And falsehood's svirit wide has spread,
And error boldly rears its head.

The haughty empires, Lord, restrain

Who o'er Thy Church with might would reign
And always set forth something new,
Devised to change Thy doctrine true.

And since the cause and glory, Lord,
Are Thine, not ours, to us afford

Thy help and strength and constancy.
With 2ll our heart we trust in Thee

A trusty weapon is Thy Word,

Thy Church's buckler, shield, and sword.
Oh, let us in its power confide

That we may seek no other guide!

Oh, grant that in Thy holy Word

We here may live and die, dear Lord;
And when our journey endeth herec,
Receive us into glory there.

Amen,

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1980 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

SERMON PREACH2D AT THe OPENING o.bVICE

by the Rev. M. L. Natterer, President
Lebanon, Oregon

John 73 25 = 31

My dear fellow-believers in Christ Jesus, our only Savior!

The golden image extending some 90 feet up into the air had been completed.
The command was given by Nebuchadnessar the king that whoever refused to
worship that image would be cast intc the midst of a burning fiery furnace.
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to obey Nebuchadnezzar, saying, "Our
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and
He will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 3ut if not, be it known unto
thee, 0 king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image
which thou hast set up." (Daniel 3) 4s children in Sunday School we marveled
at the noldness and fearlessness, the courage and conviction of these men as
we listened to our Sunday School Teacher tell us this story from the Word of
God. But this is merely one example from many. Joseph, when in the land of
Egypt, was tempted by the evil wife of Potiphar. Yet, he did not succumb to
evil; instead, we hear him boldly and courageously exclaim, "How, then, can I
do this great wickedness -nd sin against God?" (Genesis 39) David, the King
of Israel after Saul, revealed his boldness and trust in the Lord already as
a mere youth when he battled against the dreaded Philistine giant, Goliath.
Boldly, David went forth to battle in the name of the Lord God of Israel.
(1 Samuel 17) And then think of the mprovhet Elijah who so boldly spoke the
truth to wicked King Ahab who had unjustly accused the prophet of disturbing
the land of Israel. (1 Kings 18) These are somc examples of boldness merely
from the 01d Testament, And while these examples "were written for our learn-
ing” (Romans 1534), we know that we can not and should not follow EVERYTHING
thet these men have done., For a close examination of the lives of all such
Biblical characters generally reveals certain sins of which that individual
has been guilty, And, even if the Bible renorts no specific sin, nonetheless,
that individual still sinned, "for ALL have sinned and come short of the
€lory of God," (Romans 3323) We have, however, one example which is always
perfect, One who could truthfully exclaim, "Which of you convinceth Me of sin?"
(John B8:46) How fitting it is, therefore, that as we observe the anniversaries
of our Lutheran Confessions at this Convention we direct our attention to the
perfect example of our Lord Jesus Christ, concerning whom the people acknowl=-
edged -

"HE SPEAKETH BOLDLY:"
We note from the context that the Lord Jesus was at Jerusalem. "Then said some
of them of Jerusalem, Is not this he, whom they seek to kill?" The people
refer to Him as one whom the rulers, the leaders of the Jewish nation, sought
to kill, Yet, Jesus boldly, fearlessly, went where the duties of His office
called Him, The people said, "But, lo, He speaketh boldly, and they say nothing
unto Him, Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ?" Jesus
spoke boldly, He was the Proohet of the heavenly Father, and it was His
duty to proclaim the will of God and teach the way to salvation, calling sin-
ners to Himself, Very vplainly and unmistakably the Savior told the people,
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on Me hath everlasting
life," (John 6:47)

As we see from our text it apnears that some had the idea that there was to be

some mystery sbout the Messiah's parentage. We read, "Howbeit we know this
man whence he is: but when Christ eometh, no man knoweth whence he is,"
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Since they knew Christ's lineage, they did not think that He could possibly

be the Promised One, They simply looked unon Him as the natural son of

Josep h and Mary, The Jews had exvnressed thic before already as we are told
in chapter 6. "The Jews then murmured at Him, because He said, I am the

bread which came down from heaven., And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son
of Josenh, whose father and mother we know? How is it then that He saith, I
came down from heaven?" (41,42} But Jesus tells them, ™"Ye both know Me, and
ye know whence I am: and I am not come of Myself, but He that sent Me is true,
whom ye know not, But I know Him: for I am from Him, and Ee hath sent Me."
Christ boldly tells them that ie was sent by the heavenly Father whom they
knew not, For in rejecting Him, they were, at the same time, rejecting the
Father! This, my fellow=believers, required great boldness, because Christ
thereby placed Himself in direct opposition to the highest authorities then
known among the Jcws, (note verse 48), Ue also see that the reference to his
divine origin brought down upon Him the wrath of the people and their leaders.
"Then they sought to take Hims: but no man laid hands on Him, because His hour
was not yet come."” Thus the Lord Jesus had thc boldness to shatter the false
notions of the neonle and to nreach a doctrine tiat was distasteful to the
nighty and one by which he was certain to incur their bitter hatred!

"He speaketh boldly!" From our dear Savior let us learn true boldness. Ve
should be fearless in doing our duty according to the Word of God, regardless
of the consequences, as individual Christians, as a Christian congregation,
and as a Conference consisting of local congregations., Boldness is required
to unhold our precious Lutheran Scrintural teachings: The Scriptures alone;
Crace alone; Faith alone: Boldness not only in asserting the Biblical teachinge
but also in refuting error, How sad that we note such a cowardly s»irit pre-
vailing within ever so many churches; every one scems to be in mortal fear of
offending the adhcrents of false teachinss, Ministers, professors, and lay=-
reople, seem to hide behind that much-abuscd dictum of our Lords “Judge not -
condemn not" (Matthew 7:1), forgetting that the Lord forbids all false

Judging and condemning, In this day of spincless Christianity, let us by
God's grace both publicly and privately raise our veoice against the spirit of
indifference over ageinst the Word of Tod and with the clcar sound of the
trumnet let us continue as faithful Lutheran Christians to let it be known
that the 2ible is THE TRUTH as Jesus our Savior declares in ris highpriestly
prayer, "Thy WOiD is truth." (John 17:17)

What makes us bold? Wwhat made Christ hold? Wi road that Jesus told the
people, "But I know Hims for I =n from Him, and Hc hath sent he," He was
sure of His ground, He talked with authority. In the Gospel of Matthew we
arc told, "And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the
peonle were astonished at His doctrine: for He taught t.uem as one having
authority, and not as the scribes.®™ (Matthzw 7:28,29) b0 we should be sure
of our ground, certain that we arc right. Chviously, uncertainty is not
conducive to boldness, These Jews were uncertain, Why? They were blindly
following their leaders, traditions, opinions of men, ete, If only they
would have given hced to the Scriptures, then they would have recognized
Christ as the promised Messiahi! Jesus had told t.cm, "Search the scriptures;
for in tiem ye think ye have etcrnal 1life; and they are they which testify of
ME." (John 5:39)

In our day we observe that UNcertainty is actuzlly made a virtuec. And when
we sneak to others claiming that our doctrinal nosition is correct we are
criticized and chided. Now what makes the Christian so sure? The Holy
Scriptures: Obsecrve that certainty with the Apostle Paul: "I am persuaded
that neither death nor 1life nor angels nor nrincipalities nor powers nor
things present nor things to come nor height nor depth nor any other creature

T
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shall be able to senarate us from the love of Lod, which is in Christ Jesus,
our Lord,” (Romans 8:38,39) 4nd again in writing to his co-laborer, Timothy,
"I know whom I have believed znd am persuaded that He is able to keep that
which I have committed unto Him against that Day.," (2Timothy 3:16) How can
the deniers of verbal inspiration have true Christian boldness? They are

not really surc what is God's Word and what is noti HMaking use of the His=
torical-Critical method many so-called teachers and professors in the visible
church exalt thgir nuny wisdom above the Word of God and think that they
possess the authority to distinguish betwecen "the facts which matter and the
facts which don't."

We drre not forget that our faith in God's redeeming love in Christ is based
upon and supported by our faith in the inerrancy of Holy Scripture: "Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." (Romans 10317) How

dare we separate Christ from His Word: Jesus says, "Whosoever therefore

shz1l be ashamed of Me and of My words in this adulterous and sinful gener-
ationy of Him also shall the Son of lan be ashamed, when He cometh in the
glory of His Father with the holy angels.," (Mark 8:38) Only bs holding stead-
fast to that Word of God can there be true boldness: This wonderful virtue

of true Christian boldness was revealed by the believers in Christ down
through the centuries, After the conversion of the apostle Paul, Barnabas
brought him to the a-ostles and told them how Paul "had preached boldly at
Damascus in the nzme of Jesus." (Acts 9:127) lot only the Apostles s»oke
boldly of the Lord Jesus but ALL truc belicvers in Jesus have attcempted with
the aid of the Holy Spirit to speak boldly and courageously. Think of our
Lutheran forefathersi Standing before the mmmeror himself, King Charles the V,
they boldly »nd fearlessly gave public confession of their faith in the city
of Augsburg, that memorable Wednesday of Junc 25, 1530 They declared, “Ve
offer, in this matter of religion, the Confession of our prcachcrs and of
ourselves, showing whnt monner of doctrine from the Holy Scriptures and the
pure Word of God has bcen up to this time set forth in our lands, dukedonms,
dominions, and cities, and trught in our churches.” (Concordia Triglotta, p.39)

Truc Christian boldness is produced by faith in Christ and not the outgrowth

of pride and arrognnce, Look at the boldness of John the Baptisti He told
King Herod, "It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife," (Mark 6:18)
He told the Pharisces and Sadducees, "O generation of vipers, who hath warned
you to flee from the wrath to come?" (Matthew 3:7) Yet, behold John's
humility, He declarcd, "He (Christ) must increase, but I must decrease,"

(John 3:¢30) So also with Faul the apostle. "I am the least of the anostles,
that am not meet to be called an apostle." (1 Corinthiuns 15:9) To take one's
own reason cantive and to submit it to the Word of God - that, my dear fel-
low-believers, is true humility:

Look at the effect of such boldness, We read, "Many of the people believed on
Him, and said, When Christ cometh, will He do more miracles than these which
this man hath done?" While boldness in preaching will bring out those teachings
which are distasteful to natural man, at the same time, they are necessary for
his salvation: How are we born agnin? The Apostlc answers, "Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth
and abideth for ever,” (1 Peter 1323) That Word which Christ has commanded
us to preach until the end of the world is not a dead word, but a living word,
through which God the Holy Spirit engenders faith within the heart of the
hearer, Therefore, we wre to be bold in preaching, ¥old in confessing, bold
in revroving, bold in bringing our petitions before the throne of grace
(Hebrews 4:16), "that we may have boldngss in the Day of Judgment," (1 John
L317)  Amen,
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SETMOI” PrEACHED AT THE SUUDAY SEFVICE

by the Rev. 0. W. Schaefer
Orland Park, Tllinois

“ext: 2 Cor. 4s 13 - "We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is
written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we
also believe and therefore speak.”

In Christ Jesus, the Head of the Chuxch, dearly beloved pastors and lay members
of our Conference, visitors and friends:

“he 29th convention of our beloved Conference is gradually drawing to a close
The sessions today will bring to an end another annual convention of our dele-~
gates. As we began on Friday with an inspiring sexrvice filled with blessing
and comfort from Cod's Word, so this morning we once more assemble for worship
and await further strength and assurance for the tasks that lie ahead. Our
service today bears a festive air as we gather together at the bteginning of
a week which is especially significant in Lutheran church history. This coming
Wednesday, June 25th, marks the £50th anniversary of the Augsburg Confession

and the L00th amnniversary of the Pook of Concord. What memorable milestones
these are, all made possible by Cod Himself through His chosen instruments,
Luther, Lelanchthon in his earlier years, Andrasa, Selneccer, and Chemnitz!
Through their faithful labors the pure Word of Cod was proclaimed and defended
before friend and foe; and great was the blessing of the Lord upon their work
as it presented the clear distinction beiwecn: the truve teachings of Scripture
and the false position of the errorists. It is by God's grace that we still
hold to the doctrines given in Holy Writ and reiterated in our Lutheran Confes-
sions. With David we declare, "I will praise Thy rname for “hy loving kindness
and for Yhy truthi' (Fs. 138:2) An abundance of grattitude and love should pour
from our hearts that God has united us in a common bond of faith around His pure
Word and has preserved us from falling into the snares of liberalism and union-
ism and making shipwréck' of our faith. It is sad that among the 695 million
Lutherans in the world many will not observe these itwo great anniversaries in a
God-pleasing mamner, for they have drified away from the true doctrine and prac-
tice and follow new paths of teaching and thinking, which however disrupt true
unity and contribute to religious confusion in the world. Cod preserve us from
ever joining their ranks, but let us as humble 20th century disciples sit at
Jesus' feet and be guided by His wisdcnm foi time and for eternityi Then oux
faith will grow and become stronger and we will bec moved to share the blessings
of Cod's Word with others. 'fo this we are encouraged by the words of our text,
a passage that is the basis for our convention motto: We Pelieve and therefoxc
Speak!" On the basis of this Word of Cod let us, under the guidance of the hol}
Spirit, considexr today:

THE TILELY CALL FrOM EOLY SCPIPLURE A¥D OUL CO'FESSIONS: HOLD FAST 10
THE “RUYH A'D COI'FESS IT

To heed this call:
I. Let us reaffirm our faith in the pure Teachings of God's Word.
II. Let us resolve anew, with Cod's help, to testify to Eis truth at evexry
opportunity.

I.

Our text is taken from the second letier which Paul wrote to the Corinthian
Christians. In this chapter he declares how he preached the Cospel of Christ

-6 -
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with all sinceriiy and diligence, bui ‘also had to snduve many afflictions: which
nearly overwhelmed him, such as beatings and stoning at the hands of enemies and
also perils of all kinds. Yet he does not murmur or complain, but speaks of
himself as an earthen vessel, a frail, human being, subject to these experiences
so that through his ministry the power of Cod might be manifest to all. What
courage and certainty are evident in his words! (Read verses & and 9)

How could this apostle be so serene and confident? What enabled him to
endure sufferings while eagerly dispensing the trcasures of salvation in Christ
to others? It was not some stoical attitude: that's life, vou take the good -
with the badi no, the key is to be found in Faul's faith and trust in God, a
faith that came into his heart on . hhe way to Damascus when che heavénly vision
of Jesus changed him from an enemy of the Church and Christianity into a child
of God and later a preacherx and defender of the Cospel. He was filled with the
Holy Ghost and spoke in words which the Holy Ghost teaches. He knew the 0ld
Testament, in particular the Psalms, and in our text he refers to Psalm 116
where David speaks of being greatly afflicted, but when he remembered the founda-
tion of his faith, he said, "I believed and therfore have I spokeni’ (v.10) and
then he added gratefully, 'What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits
toward me?" (v.12)

Holding up the great faith of David as a model, Faul made the statement of
the psalmist his very own, saying, We have the same spirit of faith, we also
believe! Faul knew that his faith had a sure foundation, for it rested on the
living Christ, a foundation that would not shake or crumble with time. He
assured the Corinthians that his spirxit of faith is the same as that which all
true children of CGod have, and the goal of that faith is the glorious resurrec-
tion of the Last Day and 1ife eternal.

Dear hearers, have we the same spirit of faith as David and Pauvl had? Holy
Scripture and all our Confessions call %o us to hold fast to the truth in these
latter days. Thanks be to (od, our Conference has by His grace continued to
walk on the old paths while round about us orthodoxy is regarded as old-fashioned,
an ecwmenical spirit is praised, and the Church is no longer considered useful
and productive unless it adapts itself to modern religious thinking. These are
tritical times for the followers of Jesus, buit if we treasure the rich store-
house of spirituval blessings which are ours in His loxd, and if we reaffirm our
stand on that Word as the only sure foundatin of our faith, then we can heed
that call to hold fast to the truth and remain His disciples indeed.

When we think of our convention motto, “Loyaliy to our Lutheran Confessions,’
let no one say this is taking the place of faithfulness to Holy Scripture. Ve
desire to be loyal to all our Confessions because they correctly present the
true teachings of the Bible, and our faith rests on a definite word of Cod, on
clear passages which state what we are to believe on inspiration, justification,
sanctification, creation, prayer, marriage, Church and Ministry, baptism, Lord's
Supper, an¢ other doctrines., With meny of these teachings being mutilated and
even obliterated today, it is emperative that we re-read and re-study those
precious truths of the Bible so beautifully explained in our Confessions and then
stand firm on them without doubt and wavering, defending them against all error
from within and without the Church. %his glorious heritage which by God's grace
has been preserved to us to this day is too valuable to lose. bkay it be said
of us as was once declared by the NDuke of Bavaria when he had heard the Augsburg
Confession: “ihe Lutherans are IN the Scriptures and we are OUTSIDE of themi®
let us state boldly with those Lutheran heroes of faith 400 years ago in the
Formula of Concord: ‘We testify to those now living and those who shall come
after us that his declaration is our faith, doctrine and confession; we will
neither privately nor publicly speak or write anything contrary to it, but by
the help of -od's grace intend to abide thereby! (iriglot, p.1103)

Dear fellow-Lutherans, praise Cod for His grace if you have the same spirit
of faith that Faul had{ Let nothing affect it adversely or destroy it, but say

¥
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with the psalmist: “Thy Word have I hid in mine heart ... Thy Word is very
pure, therefore “hy servant loveth iti (Fs. 119:11 and 140)

But to heed the call of Scripture and the .onfessions let us also resolve
anew to testify to “he iruth at every opportunityi Faul says in our text, “We
also believe and therefore speak!" (v.13) The faith of the apostle was so firm
and sure and his convictions so deep that despite the troubles and dangers
which he encountered he could not remain silent bul witnessed and testified for
his Lord, who also reassured him, 'Be not afraid, but speak ... for I am with
thee!” (Acts 18:9-10)

Bold confession of the truth we also find in the lives of Peter and John.
When they were arrested by Jewish leaders for their fearless preaching and
commanded no longer to teach in Jesus' name, their reply was: “We cannot but
speak the things which we have seen and heard!” (Acts 4:20) And they continued
to preach Cod's wWord with boldness, proudly declaring, 'We arc His witnessesi"
(Acts 5:32)

And what a powerful example the faith of Luther is as he spoke and wrote
against the doctrinal errors in the Church, nobly defended the truth at the Die
of Worms, and translated the Bible into Cerman so that many others might find
thelir Savior, belicve in Him, and alsc testify to His name. The courageous
confession of the Teformcr will stand as a monument to the power of the Word
to the end of tim

ThreraTT o PR R N L- e lem O 8 LY -1 . .u.,vd,.,-..xnv-ﬁ -.vwl TaAanA.
-—l‘iuda.LJ.y NOTEWOLTl Ly was Tne raion .LU..L bUb bJ Tluuy U.L O b“.Lr.L LIIVULURELGLD Al LTal
ers in Luthex‘ day and after his dcath who seized every opportunity to confess

their faith, state their doctrinal position, and clearly demonstrate that Luthe

ans were not another fanatical religious sect. Jhis is shown by the motto
which appeared below the title of the Ausshure ssion - Fs, 119:46 - "I
TAld N\ PPV v MOAUR ULJU vdbdavw v VLJ\- aAuUupou |SY VUI-L-L UDD.LVJ-L - R0 ek 0T -

will speak of Thy testimonies also before kings and will not be ashamedi™ In
that spirit they declared loyalty to Christ, protested ageinst abuses in the
Church, and vigorously condemned all teachings which conflicted with Holy Writ.
With the adoption of the Augsbturg (onfession a new era of civil and rcligious
freedol was inaugurated which has extended to our times. It is another but
higher Declaration of Independence. Similar testimony poured forth from the
Formula of Concord which under God served as a unifying factor in the Church
after 30 yecars of very disturbing doctrinal controversies. what a significant
confession of faith, and what joy reigned among Lutherans when in 1580 the Bool
of Concord was published containing the three Crecds and all our Confessions a:
a solemn reaffitmation of the truths of the Gospel!

Eow shall we react %o all this? David reminds us in Fsalm 145, 'Thy saints
shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom and talk of Thy power!" Lest we try 1
excusc ourselves and feel unqualified for the task, Jesus encourages us, 'Lake
no thought how or what ye shall speak; for it shall be given you ... what ye
shall speaki" (Matt. 10:19-20) Here then is the challenge from the two anni-
versaries we are observing: Share the truths of the Bible with others and con-
fess your faith at every opportunity! Bach of us is to work hard for the causs
of the Gospel and give it our best efforts, even if that means suffering fox
Jesus' sake, knowing that God will sustain and strengthen us. Let us publicizc
our existence as a Conference that has and teaches the pure Word of God, that
maintains a Seminary where all courses are permeated with the wisdom of the Lo:
and not with the liberal and modernistic trends of religious thought! We need
to confess our faith over against the continuing inroads of unbelief and exro:
and testify to that Word of our Lord which produces faith and gives life and ir
which lie the answers to problems arising in home, church, and State. Can the:
be anything but holy enthusiasm and earnest activity on our part when we realir
what an unmerited treasure we have in our Bible and our Confessions - a store-
house of truths which alone can direct the eyes of others to things eternal so
that they with us might enjoy the bliss of heaven?

0 dear Christians, as you leave this convention and return to your respecti-
homes and churches, say in the spirit of Faul, David, and many other faithful
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confessors of the truth, As Cod gives grace, we will continue to believe and to
speaki{ And the Lord promiscs, “Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before men,
him will I confess also before liy Father which is in heaven!' (katt. 10:32)
So let us sing with the hymn writex:

Onward then, for naught despairing,

Calm we follow at kEis Word,

Thus through joy and sorrow bearing

Fajthful witness to our Lord. Amen.

(LH 461:4)
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Convention Essay

THE AUWHOT ITY OF SCTIFIUTE ACCORDIC TO LHD LUVHELAL CCOFESSIONS
by Rev. Randall D, Styx

We as Chiistians have many things for which we can rejoice and give thanks:
a Savior who loves us in spite of our sins and who gave Fimself in sacrifice so
that we might escape the texrrible results of those sins; the complete forgiveness
of our sins because of that sacrifice; the precious Word of (-od which brirgs us
the good news of our salvation in Christ, and by that Word the Holy Spirit of Co¢
who gently anc lovingly turns our hearts to faith and tzust in His Cospel; to-
gether with us, also othexs whose hearis have likewise been regenerated and are
presexrved in saving faith, with whom we can unite and Jjoin in thanking and prals-
ing God, and toward whom we can exercise faith's fiuit of love in an especially
Joyful way; ... One could go on and on listing all the wonderful blessings free-
1y given us by ou: Loxd and Savioxi

Among these blessing are iwo special productis of the events of history, the
Augsburg Confession and the Dook of Concord (which includes the Augsburg Confesr
sion as well as other confessions of the early Lutheran Church). With these the
Lord has preserved even unto us in these latter days the purity and trvth of His
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Gospel, His Holy Scripiures. As we mark the 450th and 400th anniversaries of

these precious documenzs, it is fiitting that in our conference periodical and in
our activities in convention asscmbled we take time and space specially to con-
sider these blessings of the Lord: <1he Lutheran Confessions.,

There are some, however, who ask, What place do the Lutheran Confessions
have in our lives today? Do the confessions make us Christians? Do we not base
our faith on Scripture ukd not on the wriiings of men? Jhy confine the doctrine
of the Chuich to the opinions of an ancient body of men? Uhe Scriptures are to
be our only norm, rvle, and standaxrci’

Indeed, the Scxip*pmcs are the only fount of faith, as we read, Romans 10:17,
"So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. Of a truth,
all cdoctrine and teaching is to come only fiom the Holy Scriptures, for it is
written, “Me that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully.® (Je .23:28)
“Whatsoever I (Cod) commana thee observe o do i ite " thou shalt not add thereto
nor diminish from it. - (Deut. 12:32) “Ye shall not add vnto the word which I
command yot, neither shall ye diminish aught from it * (Deut. L:2) "Blessed are
they that Lcep His testimonies. “Let “hy mercies come also unto me, C Lord,
even “hy salvation, according to ihy ¥Word." (Ps. 119:2,42) ~If any man shell

atld unto these things, Cod shall ac¢d unto him the plagues that are written in
this book; and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, (-od shall take away his paxrt out of the book of life, and out of the
holy city, and from the +things written in this book." (Fev. 22:18 10)

put it was this very prirciple which had come to be forsaken by many in visi-
ble Christendom. 'the Foman Catholic Church had replaced the Bible with the
decrees of AntiChrist and with all sorts of human traditions. Saving faith was
propounded as a product, not of the Holy Spirit through the Woxrd, but of the of-
ficial visibly organized ~oman Catholic Church. ‘“there were those also in the
early Lutheran Church who replaced the principle of Scripture being the only norm
and source of faith and doctrine with *the leanings and ideas of their own minds
and reason. As z result, many false and dongerous teachings arose alongside the
truth and even almost obscured the Lord's truth completely.

Lest +his happen and the Lord’s true Church cease to exist -- which could not
be -~ the Holy Spirit moved ceriain to champion the cause of truth, to reaffirm
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and re-cstablish the Word of GCod as the sole standard for faith and doctrine.
The confessions which came as a result of this woxk, of 2 surity, have as a prime
purpose the reaffirmation of the principle of the absolute authority of the
Scripture, and Scripture alone.

Just how these confessions accomplish this is the topic of this present essay;
as we considers
‘he Authority of Scripture Accoiding to the Lutheran Confessions

I

'"he Lutheran Confessions proclaim “he absolute authority of Scripture, first,
by stating this principle forthright, simply and plainly. Iiow, some may wonder
at this, for when they peruse the contents of the Confessions they find no one
article treating just the authority of the Holy Scriptures; and, indeed, this is
so. Many ask, accordingly, ‘Why not? Had the writers of the Confessions for-
saken the Scripture principle?’ liot at all. To understand the lack of a specif
ic article on the authority of Scripture, one must see the context of attitude
toward Scripture at the time the Confessions were writien.

Examination of this attitude will reveal that, even though the exexcise of
the Scripture principle had, in truth, been forsaken, to its theory people still
held. Even the promoters of false doctrine outside Luthoranism claimed a Scrip-
tural foundation, though when pressed for proof they would cite only the fathers
(i.e. reknowned Christians of times past), the decrees of the visibly organized

Church, or human reason. So also within Lutheranism, true and false teachers

o +hAnalh +ha nracanne af a
alike agreed on the authority of Scriptures -- even though the presence of a

false doctrine necessarily implies an inconsistency with this principle. Kow,
the Confessions were drawn up primarily to clear up matters on controversy and
divison, not matters where there was agreement. And so, as A.C. Piepkorn words
it, concerning all parties in Teformation times, “If there was one point of uni-
versal agreement, it was the authority, the inspiration, and the inerrancy of
the Sacred Scriptures. It is not surprising, therefore, that we do not have an
explicit article on the Sacred Scriptures in the Lutheran Symbols.® (A.C. Piep~
korn, ‘The Fosition of the Church and Her Symbols®, Concordia Theological MHonth-
ly, Vol. XXV #10, Cctober, 1954, p.740; as quoted in Kurt E. Marquart, Anatomy
of g% Explosion, Concordia Theological Seminary Fress, Fort Wayne, Indiana, 1977
P35

Nevertheless, the priciple of the absolute authority of Scriptures is plainly
taught and confessed in the Lutheran Confessions, and that with regard | to both
its authority to engender and preserve Taith (what has been called “causative
authority), and that authority by which Scripture 1s the only rule and norm
of faith, the only divinely appointed judge between truth and falsehood. (what
is known as “normative avthority") ( Compares J.T. liueller, Christian Dogmatics
C.P.H., St. Louis, 1955, p. 121)

Causative Authority

There are probably those who would argue that the Lutheran Confessions do
not credit the Scriptures with being the only source of faith. To substantiate
their clair they might cite Luther's Large Catechism, where in his treatment of
the Third Article of the Apostles® Creed he states, 'I believe that the Koly
Ghost makes me holy, as His name implies. But whereby does He accomplish this,
and what are His method and means to this end? Answer: By the Christian Church,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting, For,
in the first place, He has a peculiar (special) congregation in the world which
is the mother that begets and bears every Christian...”

- 11 -
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Such a misquotation would seem to show that the Confessions ascribe causa-
tive authority to the Christian Church (which would be but a step away from
the Roman idea htat the Roman Church has this as well as all authority). But
to see clearly that such is not the case, all one need do is keep the book open

and keep reading, for the complete quotation continues, "He has a peculiar

congregation in the world which is the mother that begets and bears every

Christian through the lord of God, which He reveals and preaches (and through
which) He TITumines and enkindles hearts, that they understand, accept it,
cling to it, and perseverc in it. For where Ee does not cause it (i.e. the
i'ord of God) to be preached and made alive in the heart, so that it is under-
stood, it is lost, as was the case under the Papacy, where faith was entirely
put under the bench, and no one recognized Christ as his ILord, or the Holy
Ghost as his sanctifier; that is, no one believed that Christ is our Loxd in
the sense that Fe has acquired this treasure for us, without our works and
merit, and made us acceptable to the Father."” (large Catechism, 3rd Article,
§§ 41 - 43; Triglotta p. 689)

Indeed, the Large Catechism plainly states that it is the "ord of God
through which the Holy Ghost illumines and enkindles hearts to believe., But
the Iarge Catechism is not alone in this testimony; for we read also in the
Augsburg Confession, "For through the Vord and ‘acrament, as through instru-
ments, the Holy Ghost is given, who works faith where and when it pleases God.”
(Art. v, §§ 1,2; Trig. p. #5) The Apology, too, plainly states, "Justifica-
tion occurs through the Tord, just as St, Paul says, Rom. 1: 16, 'The Gospel is
the power of God unto salvation to esveryone that believeth.' Iikewise 10: 17,
'Faith cometh by hearing.'" (Art. IV, § 673 Trig. p. 139) 5o also in the
Smalkald Articles we read, "And in those things which concern the spoken out-

ward tord, we most firmly hold that God grants His .pirit or grace to no one,
except through or with the preceeding outward Vord." (Art. IIT, VIII, § 3;

Trig. p. 495) Again the Smalkald Articles plainly state, "Therefore we ought
and must maintain this peint, that God does not wish to deal with us otherwise
than through the spoken l:ord and the Jacraments." (Artn I1I, VvIII, § 10: Trig,
P 497) lioreover, lest we think that the Sacraments are set forth as something
separate from God's tord, note the testimony of the omall Catechism: First,
regarding the great Baptismal blessings of the working of the forgiveness of
sins, deliverance from death and the devil, and the giving of eternal salvation,
we read, "It is not the water indeed that does them, but the Voxd of God which
is in and with the water, and faith which trusts such ioxd of God in the water.”
(Baptism III, § 10; Trig. p. 551) Jo also, regarding the great benefit of eat-
ing and drinking in the jacrament of the Altar, we read, “It is not the eating
and drinking indeed that does them, but the words here written, 'Given and shed
for you for the remission of sins'; which words, besides the bodily eating and
drinking, are the chief thing in the Sacrament, and he that believes these words
has what they say and express, namely, the forgiveness of sins." (3acrament of
the Altar, § €; Trig. p. 557) Furthermore, regarding Cornelius of Acts 10, who
had come to Old Testamentfaith, the Smalkald Articles state, "..,without such
preceeding word and hearing could not have believed or been righteous.” (Art,
III, VIII, § 8; Trig. p. 495)

This efficacy and power of the Scriptures to produce faith is furthermore
confessed by the ILutheran Hymbols to be present even though it be administered
by sinful and unbelieving men, as we find in the Augsburg Confession, "Both the
Sacrament and the T'ord are effectual by reason of the institution and command-
nment of God, notwithstanding they be administered by evil men." (Art. VIII, § 2;
Trig. p. 46)

The authority to produce and prescrve’ faith, moreover, is not limited by the
Confessions to faith in general, but is shown to provide assurance and convic-
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tion also with regard to specific doctrines, as for example, to infant Baptism.
Note the words of the large Catechism: "'e bring the child in the conviciion
and hope that it believes, and we pray that God may grant it faith; but we do
not baptize it upon that, but solely on the command of God. UVhy so? Because
we know that God does not lie. I and my neighbor and, in short, all men may
err and deceive, but the Vord of God cannot err." In short, the Word of God,
by its testimony of inerrancy produces in us assurance in the command and pro-
mise of God for infant Baptism -- from which assurance and faith we act. (Wuote

from Infant Baptism, § 57; Trig. p. 747)

It is to be noted here that, as the Scriptures themselves are they which
produce faith in all the teachings of God, so also it is the Scriptures which
produce faith even in the authority of scriptures to do so. Hote how this is
put by J.T. liueller (Christian Dogmatics, p. 122), "The same causative author-
ity as St. Paul ascribes to the divine bord in these passages (i.e. those he
had just quoted) Christ asserts, when He says: 'If any man will do Fis will, He
shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God or whether I speak of myself.'
John 7, 17, From John 6, 40 we learn that 'to do His will' means to hear and
believe the divine Vord, so that He ascribes the working of divine assurance
to the divine Voxd itself., In this way, then, and only in this way do we re-
ceive divine assurance of the truth of God's Tord: Scripture attests itself
as the true lord of God through the power of the Foly Ghost, who operates
through the divine V'ord. This truth is of practical importance; for whenever
doubts arise in the heart of the Christian regarding the divine Vord, the only
way in which to dispel them is to 'search the Jcriptures', John 5, 39, since
they are the divine means by which the Foly Jjpirit enlightens and confirms him
in the truth, 1 John 5, 9, 10; John 3, 33; 2 Cor, 1, 20 - 22; Tph, 1, 13."

Is this an argument in a circle -- deriving proof that Scripture has author-
ity from the Scripture's own testimony thercto? iot at alli For to claim that
this is arguing in a circle is, as one Phillippi said, "That is the same thing
as when a blind man accuses his seeing neighbor of arguing in a circle, claim-
ing that the sun shines, since he sees by its light," and as Gottfried Hoffman
puts it, "As the first principles arec known of themselves and shine in their
own light, and as in the realm of nature light bears witness of itself and has
no need of an outside light, so, too, thc testimony of the Holy Ghost has no
need of outside testimony, but shines in its own light and abundantly proves
itself to be divine by its own divine efficacy and power, in which it rejoices,
although another cannot be persuaded of this unless he himself attentively
reads Scripture and thus shares in this internal testimony." (Both quoted
from F, Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. I, p. 309)

(Regarding this specific aspect of scripture's causative authority (namely,
to produce faith in 5criptures own causative authority) the Confessions do not
explicitly speak. But this should cause no concern; for they, as we have al-
ready seen, clearly testify of this authority with regard to all matters of
faiths; and what pertains to all pertains to every specific portion thereof ., )

Hormative Authority

As we have seen above, the Confessions clearly attest to the authority of
Scripture to produce and preserve faith -- faith in our eternal salvation and
faith in all the teachings of cripture. This faith, with regard to the caus-
ative authority of Scripture, leads directly to another firm conviction: that,
as Scripture is an absolutely true and faith producing witness of the truths
of God and a source of doctrine, it is also the only ultimate source and basis
of comparison for what is true with respect to God and His ways.

- 13 -
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This principle, that “cripture is the only ultimate rule and standaxd upon
which we are to identify truth and error, is the plain teaching of Scripture
itself, when it says, "“earch the Tcriptures, for in them ye¢ think ye have
eternal 1life, and they are they which testify of me." (John 5: 39) Again,”If
ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed, and ye shall know the
truth and the truth shall make you free." (John 8: 31, 32) And, as the Confes-

sions plainly attested to the causative authority of ;cripture, so also they

plainly attest to this: the normative authority of God's Vord.

The Romanists had repeatedly appealed, in defence of their positions, to the
history of visible Christendom, to the traditions and writings of famous early
Christians -- the "fathers", to the decisions of the Church in coucils and
meetings, to early written works of Christians which had been compiled into
vhat was called the Canon (not to be confused with that "Canon" which is the
truly divinely inspired books of the Scriptures), and to the purported author-
ity of the Pope of Rome, The Calvinists and humanists of that time, on the
other hand, subtly appealed to a test by human reason and understanding; for,
while they said their views were Scriptural, their argumentation was by an
approach of logic and reason -- allbeit necessary in our apprehension of God's
teachings, but in their case -- without the overseeing guide of clear Scripture
Passages. Indeed, instead of making their reason captive and subject to the
seriptures, they made the teachings of Scripture subject to thelr reason and
understanding.

Regarding the Romanist view, Luther leaves no doubt as to his faith concern-
ing the authority to establish doctrine, In his "Thesis on the Authority of
the Christian Church”, st. Louls ed. %I, 958, he says, "The Christian Church
has no power to establish any articles of faith, has never established one, and
will never do so." Again in ZII, 1414, he writes, “Let them scream themselves
into a frenzy crying Church, Church! -- without Cod's Tord it is nothingi"

Can there be any doubt that this same truth is plainly taught by the Confes-
sions when we read in the Apology, "lie concede neither to the Pope nor to the
Church the power to make decrees against this consesus of the prophets,” (Art.
XII, § 67; Trig. p. 271) and again in the smalkald Articles , "...it will not
do to frame articles of faith from the works or words of the holy Fathers;
otherwise their kind of fare, ornaments, of house, ete., would have to become
an article of faith, as was done with the relics. Ve have, however, another
rule; namely: the Vord of God shall establish articles of faith, and no one

else, not even an angel."? (Part II, Art. II, § 15; Trig. p. 467)

And, concerning the humanistic viewpoint; note the following: 1In discussion
of the Scripture teaching of the Real Presence in the Lord's Supper, upon point-
ing to the clear words of Christ, "This is my body...,* and, "This is my blood,"
the Formula of Concord reads, "l'e are certainly in duty bound not to interpret
and explain these words of the eternal, true, and almighty Son of God our Ioxd,
Creator and Redeemer Jesus Christ, differently, as allegorical, figurative
o2
L,
simple faith and due obedience to receive the words as they read in their pro-
per and plain sense, and allow ourselves to be diverted therefrom (Iatin: from
this express testament of Christ) by no objections or human contradictions spun
from human reason, however charming they may appear to reason.

"Even as Abraham, when he hears God's Vord concerning offering his son, al-
though, indeed, he had cause enough for disputing as to whether the words shouli
be understood according to the letter or with a tolerable or mild interpretation
since they conflicted openly not only with all reason and with the divine and
natural law, but also with the chief article of faith concerning the promised
Seed, Christ, who was to be born of Isaac, nevertheless, just as previously,
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when the promise of the blessed .eed from Isaac was given him, he gave God the
honor of truth, and most confidently concluded and believed that what God had

promised He could also do, although it appearcd impossible to his reason; so
also here he understands and believes God's Vord and command plainly and simply,
as they read according to the letter, and commits the matter to God's omnipo-
terce and wisdom, which, he knows, has many more modes and ways to fulfil the

i % 3 3 nA aacnn ——
promise of the Seed from Isaac than he can comprechend with his blind reasonj

"Thus we, too, are simply to believe with all humility and obedience the
plain, firm, clear, and solemn words and commands of our Creator and Redeemer,
without any doubt and disputation as to how it agrees with our reason or is
possible. For these words were spoken by that Lord who ig infinite Wisdom and

Truth itself, and also can execute and accopmlish everything which He promises.”
(Thourough Declaration, Art, VII, §§ L5 -~ Lb7: Trig, p. 987, 989)

l'ote also the words of the Apology in answer to the Roman Catholic claim that
monasticism had a 3criptural basis -- a "basis" founded on the examples of the
vows of the Nazarites (I'um. 6: 2 £ff,), and the Rcchabites' not having posses-
sions nor drinking wine (Jer. 35: 6 ff.): After showing how even these examples
were no basis at all, the Confession continues; "Besides, examples ought to De
interpreted according to the rule, i.e. according to certain and clear passages
of tcripture, not contrary to the rule, that is, contrary to Zcripture." (Art.
XXVII, § 60; Trig. p. 441) The Formula of Concord, moreover, sets forth this
same principle when it approvingly says of Iuther that he, "has expressly
drawn this distinction; namely, that the Vord of Cod alone should be and remain
the only standard and rule of doctrine, to which the writings of no man should
be regarded as equal, but to which everything should be subjected." (Thourough
Declaration, Comprehensive Summary, § 9b; Trig. p. 855)

Indeed, the Confessions clearly set forth the Scriptural principle that
seripture alone is to be the rule and standard of all doctrine and teaching in
the Christian Church, in theological terminology, the Rule which rules (Norma
normans), even as the Epitome of the Formula of Concord declares in its opening
Wwoxras s

"le believe, teach, and confess that the sole rule and standard according
to which all dogmas together with (all) teachers should be estimated and
Judged are the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures of the 01d and of the Yew
Testament alone, as it is written Ps. 119, 105; 'Thy Vord is a lamp unto my
feet and a light unto my path.' And 5t. Paul: ‘*Though an angel from heaven
preach any other gospel unto you, let him be accursed,' Gal, 1, & "

"To this direction, as above announced, all doctrines are to be conformed,
and what is contrary thereto is to be rojected and condemned, as opposed to the
unanimous declaration of our faith.

"In this way the distinction between the loly Scriptures of the (ld and of
the I'ew Testament and all other writing is preserved, and the Holy Scriptures
alone remain the only judge, rule, and standard, according to which, as the
only test-stone, all dogmas shall and must be discerned and judged, as to
whether they are good or evil, right or wrong." (Summery, Content, Rule, and

~am Y

"~ - . op Ve m_e .. ~——
Standard; §§ 1,6,7; Trig. p. 777, 779)

3ide notes From the above quotations it should be evident that the Confes-
sions admit no room for the idea that there is a difference between the Tord of
God and the leriptures -- as if we are bound in doctrine to the infallible Vord
of God, but not to the "fallible human .criptures", The Vord of God and the
seriptures are identical and are so presented in the Confessions, even as they
are repeatedly put side by side, in apposition (%ee, for example, the Apology
Art, 1I, § &4; Trig. p. 105). iote also how the Formula of Concord, Thorough
Declaration, Comprehensive ummary, throughout contrasts divine and human

writings; how there the Latin text (§9) has for "Word of God", "sacred letters
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(sacris litteris)"; and how, as put by Kurt Z. Marquart (Anatomy of an Explo-
sion, p. 131), the >malkald Articles "use 'Lcripture' and ‘Word of God' quite
interchangably in the paragraphs leading up to the classic assertion of the

great Reformation sola scriptura principle: 'The Word of God shall establish

articles of faith, and no one else, not even an angel,'")

II

Without a doubt, the Lutheran Confessions powerfully attest to the absolute
authority of the Scriptures by stating the sola scriptura principle plainly and
clearly. But there is another important way in which they do this; for not only
did the writers of the Confessions plainly state that Scripture was and is the
only absolute authority, but they also followed that principle in setting down
their articles of faith, Yes, it was to the ‘criptures they pointed to con-
vince others to Join in their Confession and to show that their Confession was,
in fact, truth.

There are many who claim that the Iutheran Confessions add something to the
Scriptures. come will argue this claim by saying, "look, even the Confessions
themselves call Iuther's catechisms "the Bible of the laity', thereby adding
human works to and even with pre-eminence over the Bible."

But such is nothing less than a deceitful argument, totally ignoring the
whole presentation of the Confessions, as well as the immediate context of
where this phrase is used. Given the firm conviction held by those writers as
we have seen it in the first part of this essay, there is only one way in
which the catechisms could be called "the Bible of the laity". iote the words
of the Confession where this phrase is found: "Ve also confess the Lmall and
large Catechisms of Dr. Iuther, as they are included in Iuther's works, as the
Bible of the laity, wherein everything is comprised which is treated at greater
length in Foly Scripture, and is necessary for a Christian man to know for his
salvation." (Epitome, Summary, etc., § 5; Trig. p. 777) ote also the refer-
ence to Iuther's catechisms in the Thoxough Declaration of the Formula of Con-
cord, "In the pure churches and schools these nublic common writings have been
always regarded as the sum and model of the doctrine which Dr. Iuther, of bles-
sed memory, has admirably deduced from God's Vord." (Comprehensive _‘ummary,

§ 923 Trig. p. €53)

Indeed, Jjust so we repeatedly find in our well known Small Catechism, as we
read, "Lhat does God say,..?" (Close of the Commandments § 21; Trig. D 543),
"Which is that Vord of God?" (Baptism I, § 3), "Thich are such words and pro-
nises of God?" (Baptism II, § 7), "‘here is this written?" (Baptism IV, § 13
and sacrament of the Altar, § 3; Trig. pp. 553, 555), and "as t. Paul says

Titus chapter third,..." (Baptism III, § 10; Trig. p. 551).

In the same manner all the Confessions follow the principle of convincing
the readers and substantiating their articles of faith by the clear Vord of
Scripture. So it is that in the Augsburg Confession alone are more than sixty-
five places where Bible passages are cited for bases and proof -- most of which
are incorporated into the text of the Confession. Of these the following are
a few exampless

In the discussion of whether or not prayer is to be made to the depart-
ed saints, Article YXI, § 2 (Trig. p. 57) reads, "But Scripture teaches
not the invocation of saints, or to ask help of saints, since it sets be-
fore us the one Christ as the Mediator, Propitiation, High Priest, and
Intercessor... ...this worship Fe approves above all, to wit, that in all
affliction He be called upon, 1 John 2: 1, 'If any man sin we have an
Advocate with the Father, etc,'" (The Cerman text includes the words,
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"Jesus Christ, the Rightoous" -- "dexr gerecht ist, JGsum.")
Concerning whether, contrary to Roman (Catholic teaching, also the wine

should be administered tc the lay Christian in the 3acrament of the Altar,
Article XXII, §1 (Trig. p. 59) reads, "To the laity are given btoth kinds
in the tacrament of the Lord's Supper, because this usage has the command-
ment of the Tord in Matt. 26: 27, 'Drink ye 211 of it', where Christ has
manifestly commanded concerning the cup that all should drink,"

For the presentation of the doctrine of Justification the Confession
cites all of Romens chapters 3 and 4; and repeatedly, in one article of
faith after another, one finds, "as also the voice of Christ attests,

' ' Lk, 175 10" (Art. VI, § 2; Trig. p. 46), "as <t, Paul says, '__ '
Gph, 45 5,6" (Art. VII, § 4; Trig. p. 46), "according to the saying of
Christ, '__ ' Matt. 23: 2" (Art. VIII, § i; Trig. p. 46), etc.. Scripture

passages are used to support the truth and to refute error, as are John
ik: 6, in Article X, § 10 (Trig. p. 55), and Psalm 19: 12, in Article XI,
§ 2 (Trig. p. 46), where we read, "In confession an enumeration of all
sins is not necessary. For it is impossible according to the Psalm, 'Tho
can understand his errors?'"

50 it is that the writers of the Augsburg Confession could truthfully affirm
in the opening and closing sentences: ".e offer, in this matter of religion, the
Confession of our preachers and of ourselves, showing what manner of doctrine
from the Holy Scriptures and the pure Vord of God has been up to this time set
forth in our lands, dukedoms, dominions, and cities, and taught in our church-
es." (Preface, § 8; Trig. p. 39) "This is the sum of our doctrine, in which,
as can be seen, there is nothing that varies from the Geriptures...” (conclu-
sion to the Chief Articles of Faith § 1; Trig. p. 59) "Only those things have
been recounted whereof we thought that it was necessary to speak in order that
it might be understood that in doctrinc and ceremonies nothing has been received
on our part against icripture or the Church Catholic.” "If there is anything
that any onc might desire in this Confession, we arc ready, God willing, to
present ampler informetion according to the Scriptures." (conclusion to contro-
verted articles and to the entire Confessicn, §§ 5, 73 Trig. p. 95)

As the "cripture principle was faithfully followed in the Augsburg Confessio:
so it was followed also in the other Confessions. Right from the start the
Apology, in defense of the teaching of the Trinity,reads, "This article we have
always taught and defended, and we believe that it has, in Foly Ucripture, sure
and firm testimonies thd cannot be overthrown." (hrt. I, § 2; Trig. p. 103) 1In
teaching the important doctrine of Justification this Confession also quotes,
"even Paul says, Romans 3: 28, *‘Ve conclude that a man is Jjustified by faith
without the deeds of the law.' Again Eph. 2: 8,9, 'It is the gift of God, not

of works, lest any men should boast,'" ({Art. IV, § 73; Trig. p. 141) The
Smalkald Articles, too, follow suit, Icte,for example, how the Second Part
(which "Treats of the Articles which Refer to the Office and liork of Jesus
Christ, or Our Redemption") begins: "The first and chief article is this, That
Jesus Christ, our God and Lord, died for our sins and was raised again for our
Justification, Rom. %: 25. and He alone is the lamb of God which taketh away
the sins of the world, John 1: 29; and God has laid on Him the iniquity of us
all, Ts, 533 6, Iikewise: All have sinned and are justified without merit
(Latin: freely and without their own works or merits) by His grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, in His blood, Rom. 3: 23, ff," (Art. II, I,
§§ 1-3; Trig. p, 461) So also the Catechisms: Regarding our need to pray,the
large Catechism, in its opening paragraphs on the Iord‘'s Prayer, reads, "In the
second place we should be the more urged and incited to pray because God has
also added a promise, and declared that it shall surely be done to us as we pra;
as He says, Ps, 50: 15, 'Call upon me ir the day of trouble; I will deliver
thee.' And Christ in the Gospel of 3t. Matthew 7: 7, 'Ask and it shall be giver
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you, For every one that asketh receiveth,'" (Lord's Prayer, § 19; Trig. p. 703)
Iikewise the Formula of Concord, right through to its last article, as we read
concerning God's eternal election, "We should accustom ourselves not to specu-
late concerning the bare, secret, concealed inscrutible foreknowledge of God,
but how the counsel, purpose, and ordination of God in Christ Jesus, who is the
true Book of life, is revealed to us through the Vord, namely, that the entire
doctrine... should be taken together, as Paul treats and has explained this
article, Rom. 8: 29ff; Iph., 1: 4; as also Christ in the parable, Matt. 22: 1ff,
namely that God in His purpose and counsel ordained (latin: decreed): ..." (at
which point the Confession presents its outline of this doctrine.) (Thorough
Declaration, Art. XI, §§ 13, 1%; Trig. pp. 1069, 1071)

One could go on and on quoting sections of the Confessions to show how com-
pletely they carry out the principle that the Scriptures are the only source,
norm, and standard of and for faith and doctrine, thereby affirming in all
their parts, by statement and example, the authority of the Foly Scriptures.
Indeed, one would need almost to copy the entire Book of Concord to include
every such witness. But these should suffice to show clearly that the Confes-
sions proclaim and, in fact, are in all their parts founded upon, the authority
of scripture -- and “eripture alone.

Conelusions

No, the Confessions are not merely the opinions of ancient men, but a repe-
tition and rephrasing of the very Vord of God, taken from the Scriptures, in
the light of doctrinal controversies of their day. Arc the Confessions perfect?
Let me divide the question. First, are they complete? The Bible itself does
not present all there is to know about God, nor even all that can be known
about nature. But the Bible most assuredly presents all that we need to know
for our salvation, and much more which is of interest, all of it serving to
bring us to and preserve us in the true faith to 1ife eternal. The Confessions,
on the other hand, do not present all that the Bible includes, so it may be
said that the Confessions are incomplete. ievertheless, they are complete in
presenting all that is necessery for salvation and eternal 1life., One cannot
prove this statement except to say: Study the Scriptures and the Confessions
thoroughly. 3Because of the great care exerciscd by the writers of the Confes-
sions, if you can find anything necessary that has not been included, the only
place that such a "requirement®™ could come from is outside the Vord of God.

As to the second part of perfection -- whether they are without error --
what must be said is this: The Bible is without error in all respects; in its
teachings and in its menner of presentation -- in every way the right words,
the right length, the right style, the true doctrine. Now, the Confessions
are human writings, as they themselves confess, and are not in all their parts
and for all people without errors of presentation; i.e. the most understandable
language, the right length for all, etc.. %ome may consider parts too short
and brief: others consider them lengthy and difficult. Even the authors of
the Formula of Concord saw the problems such a lengthy confession would pose
to the common people and therefore prepared the Epitome, or summary. It may
even be argued that here or there the best Ucripture sedes possible was not
used in proof of a specific teaching. But, and this is very important, because
the writers of the Confessions were convinced by God's Vord that only God's
Tord is to establish articles of faith, and because they followed that princi-
ple throughout their writing, the Iutheran Confessions are without error as to
content and doctrine. Read the Confessions; search the Scriptures; and com-
pare, The Bible will show and convince you that this is so.
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For this reason the Confessions have great value for us today, as the Con-
fessions themselves declare. Faving clearly laid down the sola scriptura prin-
ciple, the Formula of Concord continues, "But hereby other good, useful, pure
books, expositions of the Scriptures, refutations of errors, explanations of
doctrinal articles, are not rejected; for as far as they are consistent with
the above-mentioned type of doctrine, these are useful expositions and explan-
ations, and can be used with advantage." (Thorough Declaration, Comprehensive
summary, § 103 Trig. p. 855) ith certain other writings they serve “as wit-
nesses (Latinz which are to show) in what manner after the time of the apostles,
and at what places, this (pure) doctrine of the prophets and apostles was pre-
served," (Formula of Concord, Epitome, Summary, § 2b; Trig. p. 777) The Luth-
eran Confessions specifically are "a testimony and declaration of the faith, as
to how at any time the Foly .criptures have been understood and explained in
the articles of controversy in the Church of God by those them living, and how
the opposite dogma was rejected and condemned, ' or, as the Latin text reads,
"by what arguments the dogmas conflicting with the Holy Scriptures were reject-
ed and condemned." (Formula of Concord, Epitome, Summary, § &; Trig. p. 779)

The Iutheran Confessions, however, have a special place among human writings;
their value goes beyond one of interest and historical witness. To be sure,
they, as they themselves declare, "are not judges as are the Foly scriptures.”
(Formula of Concord, Epitome, .ummary, § 8a; Trig. p. 779) Together with other
human writings they “must not be regarded as equal to the Holy Jjcriptures, but
all of them together be subjected to them." (Formula of Concord, Epitome, Sum-
mary, § 2a; Trig., p. 777) levertheless, because upon being subjected to the
Holy Scriptures the Iutheran Confessions are found to be without error in dec-
trinal content, btecause they are ruled by the Rule which rules, they also can
well be used as a supplementary standard and guide for keeping our doctrine
and preaching pure and faithful to the 'ord of God. 1In fact, because the ILuth-
eran Confessions are so completely ruled by God's 'ord, to conflict with the
Iutheran Symbols necessarily involves conflicting with the Vord of God. Thus,
as the scriptures are called the Rule which rules (norma normans), the Lutheran
Confessions are called a rule which is ruled (norma normata).

This truth the Confessions themselves also declare. Hear the testimony of
the Formula of Concord: "hat has thus far been said concerning the summary of
our Christian doctrine is intended tc mean only this, that we should have a
unanimously accepted, definite, common form of doctrine, which all our evangel-
ical churches together and in common confess, from and according to which; be-
cause it had been derived from Cod's V'ord, all other writings should be judged
and adjusted as tc how far they are to be approved and accepted,

"For that we emodied the above-mentioned writings, nemely, the Augsburg Con-
fession, Apology, Smalkald Articles, Iuther's Iarge and Small Catechisms, in
the oft-mentioned Sum of our Christian doctrine, was done for the reason that
these have always and everywhere been regarded as the common, unanimously accep-
ted meaning of our churches, and, moreover, have been subscribed at that time by
the chief and most enlightened theologians, and have held sway in all evangel-
ical churches and schools. So also, as before mentioned, they were all written
and sent forth before the divisions among the theologians of the Augsburg Con-
fession arose; therefore, since they are held to be impartial, and neither can
nor should be rejected by either part of those who have entered into controver-
sy. and no one who without guile is an adherent of the Augsburg Confession will
complain of these writings, but will cheerfully accept and tolerate them as wit~
nesses (of the truth), no onec can think i1l of (blame) us thi we derive from
them an explanation and decision of the articles in controversy, and that, as
we lay down God's Vord, the eternal truth, as the foundation, so we introduce
and quote also these writings as a witness of the truth and as the unanimously
recelved correct understanding of our predecessors who have steadfastly held to
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the pure doctrine." (Thorough Declaration, Comprehensive Summary, §§ 10 - 13
Trig. p. €55)

Again, in § 16, we read regarding the Formula of Concord itself, “Now, al-
though the aforesaid writings afford the Christian reader, who delights in and
has a love for the divine truth, clear and corxrect information concerning each
and every controverted article of our Christian religion, as to what he should
regard and receive as right and true according to God's Vord of the Prophetic
and Apostolic Scriptures, and what he should reject, shun, and avoid as false
and wrong; yet in order that the truth may be preserved the more distinctly and
clearly, and be distinguished from all errors, and that nothing be hidden and
concealed under ordinary terms (latin: rather general words and phrases), we
have clearly and expressly declared ourselves to one ancther concerning the
chief and most important articles, taking one by one, which at the present time
have come into controversy, so thi there might be a public, definite testimony,
not only for those now living, but also for our posterity, what is and should
remain the unanimous understanding and judgment (decision) of our churches in
reference to the articles in controversy," (Trig. p. 857)

Yes, the Iutheran Confessions may and arc to be used as a supplementary
guide to examine and decide between truth and error. But as they are so used,

we should never forget why this is true. Uhy did the confessors take it to
vrite down their refutation of certain teachings? T"hy were these teachings

"in no way to be tolerated in our dominions, churches; and schools"? "Because
these errors conflict with the express Vord of God, and that, too, in such a
way that they cannot be reconciled with it." (CGerman: “"cannot stand beside it";
"neben solchem nicht bestehen kbnnen") Vhy can we confess the Augsburg and
other Iutheran Confessions? As the Formula of Concord answers, "\'e confess
also the First, Unaltered Augsburg Confessicn as our symbel for this time, not
because it was composed by our theologians, but because it has been taken from
God's Tord and is founded firmly and well therein." (Preface to the Book of
Concoxrd, p. 19 9 2; Formule of Concord, Thorough Declaration, Comprehensive

Summary, § 55 Trig. p. 651)

Oh; what a wonderful blessing we have in the Iutheran Confessionsi In spite
of all the attacks of evil men, in spite of all the attempts of satan to be-
cloud and eliminate the truth of God's Vord, Eis Yord did not perish -- for it
could not. Rather, men were moved by His precious Gospel to give strong vitness
and testimony for the truth and to refute false doctrine completely, That wit-
ness and defense we have today in the ILutheran “ymbols.

Now, when those false doctrines and evil spirits try again -- for in all the
false teachings of today there is nothing really new -- we have a wonderful

tool to use to keep our minds well grounded in the Holy jcriptures and to guide
our tongue to the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Tord of Cod. Nay we all,
therefore, get to know all these special writings, and use them in our lives.
Indeed, may we all, as do our pastors; pledge ourselves never to stray from the
doctrines of the ILutheran Confessions, for thev are the doctrines of the Vord
of God.

Respectfully submitted,
the Rev., Randall D. ~tyx

CLI Dm0 GLORIA
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Index of quotations from the Confessions
(by confession in order of appearance in this essay)

Confession Article Iocation in Triglot Iocation in Froceed-
rage ings page
Augsburg Confession v, § 1,2 L5 12
vIii, 2 46 12
I, §2 57 16
xxir, §1 59 17
VI, § 2 46 17
vII, § L 46 17
VIT, § 1 L6 17
XX, § 10 55 17
XTI, § 2 Lé 17
Preface § € 39 17
Concl. to Chief Art.§ 1 59 17
Conel. to Cont. Art.$5,7 95 17
Apology
1v, § €7 139 12
X11, § 67 271 14
XXviI, § éo Ll 15
11, § 4 105 15(note)
I, §2 103 17
1v, § 73 141 17
smalkald Articles
Part
III, VIII, § 3 495 12
III, VvIII, § 10 Lov 12
111, viii, § & 495 12
11, 1I, § 15 467 1k
I, I, §§ 1-3 Lé1 17
IN 3
Small Catechism Baptisn III, § 10 559 12
S. Altar, § 8 557 12
Commandments § 21 543 16
Baptism §§ 3,7,10,13 551, 553 16
5 Altar  § 3 555 16
lerge Catechism 3rd Art. §§ 11-43 689 12
Infant Bap. § 57 Yaid 13
Lord's Pr. § 19 703 17, 18
Fermula of Concord
Epitome Summary §§ 1,6,7 777, 779 15
" §5 777 16
" § 2b 777 19
" § & 779 19
" § 2a 777 19
Therough Declaration
VIII, §§ h5-L7 987, 9€9 i, 15
Comp. “um. § 9b 853, 855 15
" § 9a 853 15(note)
" § 9a 853 16
X1, §§ 10-13 1069, 1071 18
Comp., Sum. § 10 855 19
" §§ 10-13 855 19, 20
) § 16 857 20
" §5 851 20
Preface to Book of Concord
M. 16U 7 ) 19, 9.2 20
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CONVENTION ESSAY

THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION ACCORDING TO QUR LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS
by Rev, H, David Mensing

Introductory
We accept and hold ourselves to the Lutheran Confessions comprising the

Bock of Concord, not indeed as something in addition to the Biblc as the foun-
dation of faith, nor in as far as they correctly set forth Scripture, but be-
cause they truly and correctly set forth the Scripture doctrines which they
treat,

This consideration will determine the scope of our essay. We shall there-
fore not attempt to go into a study of the history introductory to the study
of the Confessions nor of the many controversies after Luther's death that led
up to the Formula of Concord in varticular. But our aim is simply to show that
our Confessions correctly set forth the Scripture doctrine of Justification.

What Justification Is

The doctrine of Justification is defined as that doctrine of Holy Scripture
which teaches that God on His nart, in view of the vicarious satisfaction of
Christ, has already justificd or forgiven thec sins of the whole sinful, wicked,
and guilty world, that He freely offers this forgiveness or reconciliation with
God to all men in the Gospel through His Holy Spirit, and that an individual
sinner accents, receives, and has this forgiveness and is declared righteous
before God alone by grace, for Christ's sake, alone through faith, apart fron
any works of merit or good qualities of his own. The first part of this, God's
Justification of the whole world we call "general or objective justification.”
This doctrine is plainly taught in Scripture, among many other passages, in
2 Corinthians 5319-213 "God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto them; nnd hath committed unto us the word
of reconciliation, Now then we arc ambassadors for Christ, as though God
did beseech you by uss we pray you in Christ's stezd, be ye reconciled to God,
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him."

Now this Scripture doctrine is indeed correctly sct forth in our Luthcran
Confessions, The first and simplest statement is in the words of Luther's
Explanation of the Third Articlu of the Apostles' Creecd (Enchlrldlon, 1529)

"He richly snd daily forgives all sins to me and all believers." Sinee the doc-
trine of Justification is the "matericl principle™ of Luther's Reformatior,
that is,. the chief +thing it wasah ~bout we 2lso hove the truc confession of

1t is, the chief thing it wasgll about, 1so hav confessior
this Doctrine already in 1530, in Artlcle IV of the Augsbureg Confession
(Concordia Triglot, p. 45): “Hen cannot be justified before God by their own

strength, merits, or works, but are freely justified for Christ's scke, through
fil’th, when they believe that thoy are received into favor and that their

sins ore forgiven for Christ's snke, who by His death has made satisfaction
for our sins, This faith God imputes for righteousness in His sight, Romans

3 and 4,"

By nronouncing upon this comforting doctrine of Scripture its anathema,
or curse, the Church of Rome has proved itself to be the Church of the very
Antichrist. (Sec 2 Thess. 2; also the Apology (explanation) of the Augsburs
Confession, Art. XIV, 98, C. T. 419: "And it seems that this Baalitic wor-
ship will endure as long as the Powe, until Christ will come to judge, and by
the glory of His advent destroy the reigm of Antichrist.") (Cp. also the
Smalcald Articles, of the Powor and Primacy of the Pope, 39, C. T. 515.)
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It should be self-evident, in view of our observations this far, that the
doctrine of Justification presucposes as necessary nostulates or prersquil-
sites to its clear understanding thc objcctive justification of the world, the
vicarious atonement, universal srace, salvation alone by grace, the lMeans of
Grace or giving mexns, and faith or the rccciving meons,

Some Purther Details

By grace alonc (Sola Gratia), for Christ's sake, throush feith alone (Scla
Fidejﬁ These terms exclude from this article all works of men, either pre-
ceding, orcsent, or following Jjustification,

By grace means in Scripture by gracec slone. For Scrinture says, tiomans
3:2k "Being justified freely by his grace;" and Ephesians 2:8-9 "By grace
are ye saved ,,, 1t is thc gift of God, not of works." And again, Romans 11363
"If by grace, then it is no more of works; otherwise grace is no nore grace."

For Christ's sake can only mean "in view of the vicarious atonement made
by Christ;" as it is writtcn, Ephesians 4:132: ",..forgiving one another, even
as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." Homans 3:243 M"...justified...
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,”" and v. 25; "Whom God hath
set forth to be a propitiation (payment)...to declare his rightcousness for
the remission of sins that are past." 2 Corinthians 5:1G: "God was in Christ
reconciling the world unto himself," And Isaiah 53t5: 'With his stripes we
are healed,”

Through faith cuon likewise only mean through foith alone, This is made
clear especially by use of the exclusive particles such as "by faith without
the deeds of the law," Romans 3:28; "by works..not," Romans 4:3; 'no more of
works," Romans 11:6; 'not of works,” Ephesiszns 2:8-9,

The Papists at the time of the Rueformation and still today, together with
especially Ardrew Osiander after Luther's death; and with enthusiasts, who
base justification on "Christ in us" instead of for us, namely upon his in-
dwelling and sanctifying influence in the hcort; and with modern rationalistic
theologians, who define justification as an ethical process in men, a trans-
formation of = sinner into = good and deserving person (infused grace, faith
infused with love), --= =2ll these refer indeed to certain passages of Scrip-
ture as supposed nroofs for their position. Such is, for example, "Her sins,
which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much," (Luke 7:47); but it is
evident from the context that "for" here is inferential, not causal. For in
verse 50 the Savior says not, "Thy faith and love have saved thee," but "Thy
faith hath saved thee; go in peace.," Agoin they refer to Galations 5:6; "faith
which worketh by love.," But agnin a mere reference to the context shows love
here not as a cause of justification or salvation, but a fruit stemming from
it or following it. For verse 22 speaks of love as the fruit of the Spirit.
Ard still further they refer to James 2:14-26, with the falsc contention that
James differs with Paul, saying for example ir verse 21: "Was not abraham
Justified by works,” etc., Here they fail to see that Paul and James are
speaking of two different things, == Poul of justification before Geod (Gala-
tians 3:11 a), and James of one's justification before men, Notice the words
"show thee" in verse 18,

Justification before God, then, is to be compared not to a medical treat-
ment, by which a physician makes a good and healthy person out of one who has
been sick, but to a forensic act, by which the Lord, like a president or gov-
ernor pardoning a criminal, simply declares the guilty sinner frce, God
"justifieth the ungodly.," (fomans 435) -«
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Works have their proper place in the Christian's 1ife; not, however,as a
cause of Jjustification, but as a necessary fruit of 7ust1flcat10n° -= neces=-
sary because they follow faith and because they are God's will for the " Christ-
ian (John 15:12; 14:15; " Corinthians 9:8; ctc.); but at the same time volun-
tary because they are done willingly, from a voluntary spirit by those whom
the Sone of God has mude free, (Psalm 110:3; 54:6; Romans 6:17-18; 2 Corinth-
ians 9:7; etc.)

Qur Confessions, Further

Now hear, though in summary, what is very lengthily, correctly and beauti-
fully presented in our Confessions.

We have already quoted Article IV of the Augsburg Confession, which may
be referred to above. We now also quote from the Apolozy, IV, 41, C,T. 131
"The promise of the romission of sins and of justification has been given us
for Christ's sake, who was given for us in order that He might make satisfac-
tion for the sins of the world, and has been appointed the only Mediator and
Propitiator.” Again, Art., IV, 42, C.T. 1333 "Romans 11:6:; If it be hy works,
then it is no morc by grace,"

Concerning what Jjustifying faith is, we read further inthe Apology, IV,
L48~50, C.T. 1353 "That faiith which Justifies is not merely knowledge of
history...but it is the faith which receives the benefits offered by God,"
And in Por, 80, C.T. 143: "Sin terrifies the conscience; this occcurs through
the Law, which shows the wrath of God against sin, But we gain the victory
through Christ...By faith...by confidence in God's mercy for Christ's sake,"

of JUSU.L.L.LLCLtJ_UU s forensic sernse it also states, III, 185, C.T. 205:
"Moreover in this passage (Romans 5:1, q,v.) to Juotlfy signifies according
to the forensic usage, to acquit a guilty one and to declare him righteous,
but on the account of another, namely of Christ, which righteousness of an-
other is communicated to us by faith. Therefore, since in this passage is
the imputation of the righteousness of another, we must here speak concerning
righteousness otherwise than we sveak when in philosophy or in a civil court
we spenk after the righteousness of one's own work," (Hers compare or ccn=
trast the passage in Proverbs 17:15,)

The Fornula of Concord ~lso states, Thorough Declaration, III, 8 ff.,
C.T. 919: ".,,poor sinful man is justified before God, that is, absolved and
declared free and exempt from all his sins ... without any preceding, present,
or any subsequent works, out of pure grace, because of the sole merit, com-
plete obedience, bitter suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord Christ
alone, whose obedience is reckened to us for righteousness."

Paragraph 10: "Thcse treasures arc offered us by the Holy Ghost in the
promise of the holy Gospel; and faith alone is the only means by which we lay
hold upen, and apply, and approprizte them to ourselves,"

Paragraph 13: "Faith justifies, not for this cause and reason that it
is a good work, and so a good virtue, but because it lays hold of and accepts
the merit of Christ in the v»romise of the holy Gospel."

Paragraph 17: '"The word justify here mcans to declare righteous and free
from sins, and to absolve one from eternal punishment for the sake of Christ's
righteousness, which is imputed by God to faith, Philippians 3:9."

Article IV, 22, C.T. 945: '"Here we must be well on our guard lest works
arc drawn and mingled into Jjustificatiornr and salvation, .., For they are
dircetly contrary to the exclusive particles.,” As to good works being a

-
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necessary fruit following Jjustification, and so also voluntary on the part

of true believers, the Formula of Concord also states, art, 1V, 16 ff,, C.T.
943: "When this word necessary is employed, it should be understood not of
coercion, but only of thc ordinance of the immutable will of God, whosc
debtors we are; ...For such spccious (hypocritical) works God does not want,
but the people of the New Testament are to be a willing people, Psalm 110:3,
and sacrifice freely, Psalm 54:6, not grudgingly or of necessity, but are to
be obedient from the heart, 2 Corinthians 9:7; Romans 6317, For God loveth a
cheerful giver, 2 Corinthians 9s7,"

Justifications The Central Doctrine of the Christian Religion

This doctrine of Justification is indeed the central doctrine of the
Christian religion, the most fundamental of all, upon which the Christian
Church stands and apart from which it falls, as Luther specifically calls it.
And this it i1s for several reasonss 1) Wherever it is believed, there the
Christian Church, thc communion of saints, cxists; but wherever it is not
believed, there con be no Christian church; since the church has for its
members only those who believe that Christ dicd for them and rose again.
(Mark 16:15-16; John 3:18,36; Acts 2:47b compared with 5:14; 1 Corinthians
1581-l4,) 2) All of salvation's tcachings cither point forwerd to it (Luke
2k:25-27) or back to it (Revelation 5:9=14), 3) It is the paramount theme of
both the 0ld Testament and New Testament (Isaizh 53:4-6; acts 10343; 2 Cor-
inthians 5:19-21). And we note in Romans 4, especially verses 1-8, that this
is the way also the ancient fathers such as Abraham and David were justified.

Thus the Smalcald Articles declare, Sccond Part, 4 & 5, C.T. 461: "Since
it is neccessary to believe this and it cannot be otherwise acquired or appre-
hended by any work, law, or mcrit, it is clear and certain that this faith
alone justifies us, as St, Paul says Romans 3:126,28, Of this article nothing
can be yielded or surrcndercd (nor can anything be yielded or granted contrary
to the same), even though heaven and earth, and whatcver will not 2bide, should
sink to ruin., ‘'For there is nonc other name under heaven given among men
whereby we must be saved,® says Peter, Acts 4312, 'And with His stripes we
are healed,' Isaiah 53:5. And upon this article all things depend which we
tcach and vractice in opposition to the Pope, the dovil, and the world.
Therefore we must be sure concerning this doctrine and not doubt; for other-
wise all is lost, and the Pope and devil and 2ll things gain the victory and
suit over us,"

The Formula of Concord likewise states, art, III, 6, C.T. 9173 "This
article concerning justification by faith, as the Apology says, is the chief
article in the entire Christian doctrine, without which no poor conscience can
have any firm consclation or can truly know the riches of the grace of Christ,
as Dr, Luther also has written: 'If this ohly article remains pure on the
battlefield, the Christian Church also remains pure and in goodly harmony and
without any sects; but if it does not remain pure, it is not possible that any
error or fanatical snirit can be resisted,'"

And as to the finding of this doctrine throughout the Bible, by which also
our anclent fathers were saved, we quete once more, briefly, from the Apology,
Iv, 57-59, C.T. 137: ™ind throughout the prophets and the psalms, this wor-
ship ...is highly praised, although the Law does not teach the gratuitous re-
mission of sins, But the fathers knew the promise concerning Christ, that
God for Christ's sake wished to remit sins., ... Therefore the fathers also
were justified, not by the Law, but by the promise and faith."

My dear brethren, "Thercfore being justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Loxrd Jesus Christ; By whom also we h.ve access by faith into
this grace wherein we stand, =and rejoice in hope of the glory of Ged."

@omans 531-2) SOLI DEO GLORIA
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BUSINESS SECTION
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PROGIDOFTIAL RESPORT

As we look back over the past months that have so rapisly passed by since our
last Convention we must surely acknowledge the goodness and mercy which the
Lord has revealed unto us! As we contemplate the fact that His pure Vord has
once again been preached in our midst for the upbuilding of our holy faith, we
must exclaim with the Psalmist, "Fot wunto us, O Lcrd, not unto us, but unto

Thy Name give glory, for Thy mecrcy, and for Thy truth's sake." (Ps. 115: 1)

e are deeply conscious of our frailties and sins. Although our intentions
have often been sincere and laudable, we have had to confess with the Apcstle
Paul, "The good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I
do," (Rom. 7: 17) Because of our own miserable flesh we have often neglected
to take advantage of opportunities to serve Him who has called us out of dark-
ness into His marvellous light. Fow comforting, when confronted by the accusing
finger of the law, to hear that sweet sentence by our dear Savior, ".on, be of
good cheer; thy sins be forgiven theei” (Matt. 9: 2) This is the balm for our
weary souls in these last evil days of the world, so that waiting upon the Iord,
our strength shall be renewed and with Cod the Foly :pirit's help we shall run
the way of His commandments: (Is. 40: 29 - 31; Ps. 119: 32)

The Loxd's blessings have certainly been evident in our -;eminary as we shall
presently hear from our Seminary President. On June 8th, the third siudent,
Mr. David Mensing, was graduated and is now a Candidate of the Reverend Kinis-
try. The need for more qualified young men to dedicate themselves -- their
hearts, minds, and bodies -- toward the attainment of the highest office in
the Church, should be obvious to all of us and should, therefore, incite us
earnestly to petition the Iord of the Harvest “that He will send forth laborers

into Lis harvest," (Matt. 9: 38)

According to the decision of our 1979 Convention, a referendum dealing with a
constitutional amendment to Article IX, .ection 1, C of our Conference Consti-
tution was sent to each of our congregations. On December 3, 1979, I directed
our Conference Secretary to inform the congregations of our Conference that the
amendment had passed unanimously. The Constitutional Amendment now reads as
followss “Requests for subsidy, in order to be included in convention business,
shall ordinarily be submitted through the Committee on iiissions at least four
(&) months before the end of each fiscal year,"

The 1979 Convention had requested me, as President, to respond to the offer of
$500,00 from the Aid Association for ILutherans to assist us in observing the
anniversaries of our Iutheran Confessions. According to the directives of our

1979 Convention, I informed lir. Fred C. Pahl, the manager for General Benevol-
ences of the AAL thatp while we cra-l—a-f’nlly acknowl mdgg their knidness as expres-

ences of the AAL that, wh gratefully acknowledge their knidness as eX pres
sed in their offer, at the same time, we were constrained to reject that offer
of 500,00, Our refusal to accept the offer was being carried out in the
spirit of our Lutheran Confessions based upon Foly “cripture as a protest
against the unionistic activity of the AAL. In my letter I referred to their
financial support of such liberal chuxrch bodies as the ICA, ALC, etc., plus the
fact that they give grants and scholarships to men who do not profess the true
Iutheran teachings. I showed that such activity is certainly not in harmony
with Scriptural principles and our dear Iutheran Confessions. #othing further

has been heard from the AAL representatives.

One of the resolutions adopted at our 1979 Convention directed that the congre-
gations of our Conference and our 1980 Convention be encouraged to observe the
anniversaries of our Lutheran Confessicns., ¥e pray that this is being carried
out by our congregations. The praesidium of our Conference has attempted to
carry out this resolution in this prosent Convention by commemorating these
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anniversaries with appropriate sermons and essays., You will note that this
year we have two brief essays. One is being presented by Rev. R. .tyx, "The
Authority of the .criptures According te our Iuntheran Confessions', and the
other by Rev., H.D. Mensing, "The Doctrine of Justification According to our
Iutheran Confessions”, {'e are confident that the presentation and discussion
of these two vital doctrines will be both instructive and edifying.

I would like to conclude my report by steting that it is with a profuond sense
of sadness that we shall nct have our dear brother, Valter Fischer, to Jein us
in the deliberations at this Convention as he had faithfully done for sc many
years. Our hearts, however, are comforted by the knowledge that baving remained
steadfast in the true faith in Jesus his savior, Valter has been granted 2
blessed end and graciously taken from this vale of tears to the everlasting

Joys of heaven on November 9, 1979. The Lord Jesus assures us, "he that belie-
veth on the Lon hath everlasting life.” (John 3: 36)

iow may our dear heavenly Father zuide and lead us in all our deliberations so
that all we say and do may be for the glory of His holy Fame and the welfare
of ocur souls for Jesus' sake.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. M.L. iatterer,
President

ROPORT OF TiE COMMITTEE TO REVIE!" THT PRESIDEITTIAL REPORT

tour committee has reviewed the annual report of our President to this
Convention and finds it to be informative, factual, and edifying.

e heartily thank our President for his faithful labors of love in this
past Conference year and we pray the Lord and Head of [is Church, cur dear
savior, graciously tc continue pouring out Fis blessings upon him in the
new Conference year.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul *, Luedtke
John R. Dirksen

the Rev, H. David lMensing,
Chairman
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REGISTRATION AND EXCUSES

I. Initial Report:

The following are eligible for seating as delegates:

Peace Iutheran Church

Trinity Iutheran Church

St. John's Iutheran Church

St. Iukds ILutheran Church

St. Stephen's Iutheran Church

Rev. H. David liensing
Jeff Styx

David Mensing

Rev. Randall D. Styx
John R. Dirksen
Loren Dirksern

Rev, M. L, Natterer
Michael Fischer
larry Turner

Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Paul Iuedtke

Victor Bloedel

Rev. James I/, Luedtke

In the absence of lay delegates from 3t. Stephen's Iutheran Church the
pastoral delegate receives two (2) votes,

Total of 14 votes,

IT. In this final report of the Committee, we inform the convention that the
following were registered for the 29th annual convention:

A, DPastors: Six (including Prof. O, W. Schaefer in an advisory capacity)

B, lay Delegates: Thirteen (including 5 alternates)

C. Visitors: Forty-two (42)
D, Observers: Mr. Ray Kusumi

E, Total Number Registered:

Attendance at the Sunday Service:
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REPORT CF THE EDITORIAL COMMITTLE

Dear Brethren in the Lords

Since our last convention your Editcrial Committee has, by the grace of God,
produced and published six bi-monthly issues of the Concordia Lutheran. We
have tried to provide a balance of Christ-centered articles which were inform=-
ative, inspirational,and edifying tc all our readers, ihether the subject was
doctrinal or practical, our one aim was to show that God's Word alone 1s the
sure Guide for our faith and 1life, With the fine cooperation of Fastor Bloedel
and the Publishing House staff our issues have appeared on time, and we are
most grateful for all the help of our brethren here in Seattle,

Throughout the year articles were solicited from our pastors and also from
our laymen in sister ccngregations upon the approval of their pastors. The
cooperation of all was most gratifying, and this made for great joy in com=
piling each essue, Our heartfelt thanks for such commendable assistance in
helping us to carry out our responsibilities, For shortcomings in the pro-
duction of our periodical we ask the Lord's pardon and praise =nd glorify His
holy name for His guidance and blessing in the past year.

Upon the suggestion of the Board of Directors at its meeting in Tinley Park
last June we will throughout this year feature arti®les which treat the history,
personalities, and content of the Book of Concord 2s part of our observance
of the 400th anniversary of that Book and thc 450th anniversary of thc Augsburg
Confession, To date we have presented articles on the Creeds and Confessions,
Article VII of the Augsburg Confession, and the 1life and work of Athanasius and
Martin Chemnitz, Still to come are articles on Melanchthon, Jacob Andreae, and
others., We trust that our readers will be edified by this speclal moterial and
be moved to join us in praising God for all the blessings which have come to us

through the work of Luther and other faithful confessors of the truth.

There is nothing to report on the writing or production of tracts since
your Committee did not have opportunity to meet or to consult on the matter.
But we will endeavor to act on this in the neer future, There is also no
report on the revision of Sunday Schocl materials by your Editor assisted
by Candidate David T. Mensing and Pastor Randall Styx, Focr this we plead the
press of duties during the past year, However, such revision will be under-
taken as soon as fcasible,

At last ycar's convention St. John's, Lebanon, Orcgon, presented a Memorial
which offered Guidelines for the Concordia Lutheran., after some discussion
this Mcmorial was committed to the Editorial Staff for study and report to this
convention, We now propose that in the opening paragraph, 1 Peter 2:2 be dele-
ted, because it is not pertinent in the context, and that the following Bible
passage be includeds Hebrews 5:12-14, showing the distinction between the Word
of God as "milk" - something easy to digest, and the Word of God as "meat" -
sonething required by the mature Christian for the growth of his faith. Also
in the paragraph on Subscriptions, which states that every family in our Con-
ference should subscribe, we propose that this read; "should be encouraged to
subscribe,,s" With this addition and change we rccommend that the Memorial from
8t. John's be adopted at this convention,

Brethren, pray for us and for the continued blessing of the Lord upon our
periodical to the glory of His name and the welfare of souls!

. Respectfully submitted,
0. W. Schaefer, Editor
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REPORT OF THE PUBLISEING FOUSE BCARD OF CCiTROL

seriptural Publications (Concordia Iutheran Conference) has concluded anoth-
er year of service to our Conference in the area of the printed liord. Durirg
the past year the Concordia lutheran periodical was printed (a total of 106
printed pages), together with all of the Sunday School leaflets and worksheets
used by our congregations, as well as our Conference Constitution and the
Agenda for this convention. We thank the lord that our Publishing House was
able to supply these worthwhile materials at a very modest expense to the Con-
ference,

During the past year we acquired some needed fonts of mats for our linotyp
(as authorized by our last conventlon) so that the publication of our Confer—
ence materials may continue with as much facility as possible,

Our printer, Hr. Julius A. 3chmitt, has again provided us with valuable,
capable, and devendable work. He has been very careful to give of his time
immediately and diligently as soon as the necessary copy for printing reaches
his hands. This year it is RRCOMMS: DD that the so-called Publishing Fouse
subsidy be increased by $ 200,00, meking a total of ¢ 1,200.00, to meet the
r151ng costs of paper and to increase our printer's personal remuneratlon by
% 1,00 per page in our Conference official organ. In this connection we also
RECOMIIZEND that the $ 1,000.00 held available for a Conference Book Fouse be
discontinued until such time as the revitalization of such a fund be neecded.

In our last Publishing Fouse report at Tinley Park we indicated that we
would inform our Conference of the amount of money our printer makes personally
by using our Conference machinery for secular job printing. This amount is
exactly § 13£.00 for the year 1979. It is understood, of course, that this
figure will vory one way or the other from year to year relative to the number
of job printing orders.

The Bloedel Print Shop (a licenscd business) also serves a few printing
accounts with the use of Confcrence machinery, but it is felt by cur Board that
such a modest use more than justifies itself in benefits which the Bloedel
Print Lhop supplies our Publishing House frec of charge. It should, of course,
be taken for granted that a proper use of the printing machinery is bencficial
for the machinery itself and the facility of its use,

Our Publishing rouse is looking forward in the ncw fiscal year toward the
printing of our Seminary Catalogue and perhaps some initial material on a re-
vised Catechism and a popular history of cur Conference togecther with our reg-
ular Conference printing n'h'hrm‘m ons., May the Tord ccntinue to bless our en-

Liliterelic 2O LQR UL LAY

deavors and efforts to Fis blory, the splrltual grewth of the members of our
Conference, the spiritual enlightenment of those outside cur Conference, and
the extension of Fis Kingdom., To this cnd, C lord, through cur humble efforts,
send out Thy Iight and Thy Truth! Amen,

Respectfully submitted,

Faul R. Bloedel, Chairman
(In consultatiocn with the other pastoral
member of the Board, Randall D. Styx)
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SCRIPTUPAL PUBLICATICNTG
(Concordia Iutheran Conference)
FINANCIAI ELPORT

6/1/79 - 5/31/80

Gash Balance, June 1, 1979 o« o & o o o o o o o o s s o o 2 o o s o o5 135,07
Add Cash Receipts:
sunday School Lessons % L33,.17
Special Printing L3,81
Concordia Iutheran Subscriptions 433,00
Conference “ubsidy 1,000.00
Special Conference Allocaticns for mats 300.00
Total Receipts 2,209.9¢
Total Gash Available 4 2,345.05

Iess Disbhursements:
Gas and Electricity  e-= -

Rent (P.F. Iuedtke Building) 600,00
Material and labor Costs:
sunday Jchool Iessons 14k Ol
Concordia Lutheran o9 L0
Cther Conference Printing 123.81
Mailing Costs:
sunday Schneool lessons 0000 mem= e
Concordia Lutheran 115,00
Equipment and Supplies Purchased L52,.8

Bquipment Repairs me= ==

Property Tax 32.18
Total Expenditures $ 2,324 .24
Cash Balance, liay 31, 1980 ¢ & o & v o v o » 6 o s o a o o o 0 s o & 20.81
Petty Cash G 6.61,
Fixed Assets 5,033,29"
% Original Investment -- not adjusted for Depreciation.

Vv,X, Bloedel, Business Manager

REPORT CF THZ CCLVENTICH AUDITI: G COMMITTER

Ve have examined the bocks of the Business Manager of the Publishing House,
weriptural Publications, and have found them to be in good order., Ye commend
him for his complete and accurate records.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. 0., schaefer, Chairman

John R, Dirksen
Paul ¥, JTuedtke
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REPORT OF THz COMMITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL =~DUCATION

Dear Brethren,

Your Committee on Theological bducation rejoices with the faculty of our
Seminary and with 211 the members of our Conference over the fact that 1380
has marked the graduation of another student, David T, Mensing--now (Candidate
for the Reverend Ministry. May the Lord gr-ciously bless our new candidate
as he looks forward into the future and keeps himself fit (through continued
use of the Word) for the office of the ministry until the Lord calls him to
i1l such an cffice==the highest and ohly God-ordained office in the Church,

In the capncity of supervising both faculty and student body of our Semin-
ary, the chairman of this committee met with the faculty after the close of
our 1979 Convention at Tinley Park and discussed the curriculun as scheduled
at that time for the part-time students as well as other matters relating to
the administration of the Seminary,

Several months before this Convention the members of the faculty were con-
tacted rcspvectively by this Committee through its chairman for the purpose of
discussing frankly with them their livelihood under their present salaries,
Both professors indicated that although they could use an increase in salary
because cf thc sharp increase in the present inflation raging throughout our
nation, yet, by God's grace, they have been "making ends meet" and that,
taking into consideration the present financial condition of our Conference,
they would be willing to accept no raiss in salary at this time. In the
meantime, the professcrs were encouraged to get in touch with our Committee in
the event any unusual neccd for financial help were to arise,

During the past year scveral young men have exwresscd an interest in our
Seminary and it is our earnest hope and prayer that some of then will soon
make attendance at our Seminary a reality. actually, we have, before the Lord,
the best little Seninary in the world., How fervently we should remember it
in our prayers to the Lord that it may continue yct among us for many years
and that meny more men may sit at the feet of the professors whom our congre-

gations have jointly called that the divincly ordained ministry of thc iord
nay continue among us and among our children for generations to come. Oh
dear Lord, hear us, be with us, and help us to this e¢nd for Thy mercy's sake!
Amen,

Respectfully submitted,

Paul R. Blocdel, chairmnn
(in consultation with the other pastoral
member of this committee, Randall D. Styx)

REPORT OF THE SENTMARY PRaSIDENT

Dear Brethren in the Loxd:

"The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad!" Psalm 126:3,

In these words of the beloved psalmist we, the faculty and students of our
Seminary, ask you delegates and all the members of our Conference to join in
declaring our gratitude to God for His many blessings upon the werk of our
Seminary during its cleventh year of operation. Again our hcavenly Father

has been good and faithful toward us all., Where wé have failed becauss of

our sinful wenkness, we ask Him to pardom us, for Jesus' sake, and we turn

to Him alonc for our direction and strength clso in the future.
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The eleventh year of our Seminary began on Tuesday, October 2, 1979, The
student bedy consisted of Mr. Gerald Luedtke of Park Forest, Illinois, and
Mr, David T, Mensing of Orland Park, Illinois, Despife adjustments in the
scheduling of classes because of the necessary secular work of the students
the requirements for eoch course were in no way sacrificed, and the standards
of the Seminary remained as high as always.

During the first semester Professor Mensing taught Homiletics II and Hebrew
Grammer, Your President taught 0ld Testament Isagogics, Dognatics II, Sym=
bolics III, and Comparative Symbolics. Wherever possible, the program was
accelerated in accord with the resolution of our Conference five years ago.
Together with church duties for which each professor is also responsible, the
weekly schedule was very full and demanded careful time budgeting for study
and preparation, The first scmester officially closcd on February 1, 1980,
followed by final examinations,

After a semester break classes resumed on February 19, 1680, During the
second seméster Professor Mensing taught Homiletics II and Hebrew Grammar,
Your President taught 0ld Testament Isagogics, Symbolics ILI, and Comparative
Symbolics., Toward the end of March Student Luedtke discontinued his studies
temporarily because of very serious problems affecting his home and family.
He felt compelled to devote 21l his time to the resolution of these matters,
and the Faculty agreed with his decision, guiding him with God's Word to
bring the issues involved to a proper conclusion. MNr., Luesdtke does intend,

God willing, to resume his studies in the fall nd pursue that training which
is still his chief desire, DMecnwhile we pray that God would sustain him and
direct all matters to a favorable resolution., The second semester concluded
on May 20, 1980, followed by final examinations,

Less than two weeks ago lMr. David T. Mensing was groduated from our Seminary
as a Candidate of the Reverend Ministry (c.r.m.) in the third service of its
kind since the establishment of our institution at Tinley Park in 1969, It
took place in the Sunday service of Peace £v. Luthcran Church on June 8th.
Associate Professor Mensing preached the sermon on the topic: 'Why You Must
Continue in the Things You H-ve Learned." basing his mcssage on 1I Timothy
3:12-17. Your President was liturgist for this special service and also con-
ducted the Graduation ceremony, assisted by Associate Professor Mensing, who
gave the graduate his diploma and pronounced a special benediction on him,
Congratulatory communications were read during the service from the Committee
on Theological Education and from our sister churches in the Conference., The
Lord grantecd sunny and cool weathcr for this occazsion, and after the service
a delicious buffet luncheon and reception were held on the grounds of Peace
Church, A pleasant afternoon of Christian fellowshin was enjoyed by all in
attendance. Just where Candidate Mensing will be used in the service of the
Church only God knows, but all our Conference members should keep in mind that
he is available so that his talents might be used through a regular call into
the ministry as soon ~s opportunity for such service presents itself. Ue all
wish Candidate Mensing the Lord's richest blessings upon His futurs labors.
Incidentally, copies of the snecially printed Gr-duation program are available
to be shared with our brethren at this convention,

During the past school year we acquired some more out-of-print theological
books from the libraries of deceased or retired Lutheran pastors from whose
families we received wonderful assistance and for which we arc mest grateful,

We continue to receive monetary gifts from Concord Free Lutheran Church in
Westlake, Chio, thc Rev. E. C. Mueller, pnstor. This independent congregation
has for several yenrs shown its interest in our work through these gifts, and
we have informed them of our gr-titude,
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Speaking of gifts, I wish to inform you that cur sister congregaotion, St.
Stephen's of Wilmot, S. D., has given our Seninary library a special gift of
two bocks in memory of our departed brothecr, kr. ialter Fischer. They are Pro-
files in Belief, by A. C. Piepkorn, Vcl, I on Catholic Churches,; and Vols.

TII and IV (combined) on Holiness, Fenticostal, nvangelicel, Fundamentalist
and other Christian bodies., Our sincere apprcciation to the wilmot church for
these books as well as to others who gave monetary gifts to our Seminary also

in memory of Mr. Fischer.

During the past school yeor we received two letiers of inquiry about our
entire Seminary training program. Cnec was from a Mr, James L, Minnich of
Bloomington, Illinois, who gave no further information about himself; the cther
was from a Mr. Raymond Kusumi at the University of Washington in Seattlc. He
stated that he would like to find a seminary "that offers a sound theological
education, solidly grounded in the belief of the Holy Scripture as the Word of
God.”" Your President wrote to both men and gave them all the necessary infor-
mation about our institution, Mr, Minnich was encouraged to arrange for o
personal visit with us, sincc he lives in I1linois. HNMr. Kusumi was urgecd to
get in touch with our Committee on Theological rducation, Pastor Bloedel,
chairman, and if possible, to attend our conventicn here in this city for any
further information and personal contact with the Seminary staff. To date
there has been no written reply from either man, but once again 1t becomes
evident that our Conference and our Seminary are known to others outside of
our fellowship, (Since the writing of this report, we have learned that MNr.
Kusumi has been in touch with the C,T.E. and is 2lso in attendance at this
convention where the Seminary staff has beccme 2cquaintsd with him, )

We hope to have a new Seminary C-talog ready for printing this year. The
body of material is being prepared, and several appropriate pictures must
still be taken, Our congregations will be notified when it is available.,

We again acknowledge with profound thanks the loving scrvice of lMrs. H.
David Mensing, who faithfully served as organist for our chapel devotions
each Tuesday evening as faculty and students gathered about Ged's Word for
inspiration and strength.

As we look ahead to the twelfth yenr of our Sceminary work, there will be,
as of this writing, only ONE student, MNr, Gernld Lucdtke, who will take such
courses &s can be conveniently scheduled for him, We have NO definite pros-

pects at this time; we want more students, and towrrd this goal we all must
pray and work! Mindful that our pistors arc growing older and that the pos-
sibility of death or incapacitating illness is cver present, lct us do all

we can to recruit new students, ond let us coentinue to give generously to our
nastoral training program so that God's pure Word may reign among us and a-
mong generations to comei May cach one of us do his part to kcep our Seminary
functioning to the glory of God and to the welfare of the Church of today and
of tomcrrow!

On behalf of the faculty and students I sincerely thank all the nembers of
cur Conference for their prayers and gifts in the past as well as Peace Cong-
regaticn for the continued use of its facilities., God bless you richly and
enable you to continue to pray and give for this vital work in our midst: We
conclude with thc prayer: Lord, bless Thy Word alway,

Our souls forever feading;

And may we ncver lack

A faithful shepherd's leading!
Respectfully submitted,
0. W. Schaefer, Seminary President

- 35 -

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1980 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

REPORT CF THE COMMITT:=s ON MISSIONS

Dear brethren in Christ:

=3

The past yenr was not 2 busy year for the Committee on Missions. Not
having any organized mission program for the Conference, no accomplishments
in such an area can be reported. Nevertheless, in accordance with the con-
stitutional requirements of this committee and in keeping with its respon-
sibilities, your chairman has the following report.

In conncction with our mission congregation, Trinity Lutheran Church, Coos
Bry, Oregon, a request has again been surmitted for subsidy. In the mid yeer
repert of its pastor, Trinity stated, "Financially our congregation is stable
(with the subsidy currently being prov1dpd by the conference), Our savings
have not increased very much over the past year, but at no time has there been
a financizl crisis, Considering this and considering the desire the men have
here one day to be able to stand mere and more on their own, the congregaticn
decided in Janurry not to ask for any increase in the subsidy figure but to
request that it remain the same." This figure is currently $5,180 per year.
However the Conference treasurer requested that for ense in beokkeeping,
checkwriting, ctc., this figure be adjusted to $5,184, an increase of a mere
four dollars annually,

Since Pastor Styx of Trinity Lutheran Church will be submitting an interest
report to the conventien following this report, I will not duplicaté his ma-
terial at this time by discussing other matters relating to the past year's
activitics in our mission congregation,

Concerning the Mission articles that have been appenring regularily in the
The Concordia Lutheran, your chairman, who was asked to write the series, is
happy to revort that the final two parts, 10 and 11, have been submitted for
print. These will be printed in subsequent issucs 1t the discretion of the
editorial staff, Again the hope is exnressed that these have in some way
been beneficial to the readers,

Relating to still another matter, thc change of wording suggested last
convention by the Mission Committes in article IX, Sec. 1, C of the Conference
Constitution, I would simply report that the matter was dispescd of in favor
of thc suggestion by a referendum of our congregations. You will rocall thot
the change dealt with the motter of the deadline for submitting subsidy re=-
quests,  (For the wording of the change, see 1979 Froceedings p. 28, recom-
mcndation 2. 1 Doted Dec. 3, 1979, a letter was addressed to each congregation

informing them that the refercndum had passed in favor of the constitutional
mendment,

It was with joy =nd gladness in the Lord that our congreg
the news of the graduation of Mr. David T, Mensing on June
Concordiz Theclogical Semirnary, (CLC) Tinley Fork, Illinois. Regretfully, how-
ever, we note that in our Conference therc are no congregations vacant at this
time, The resnonsibility which this lays upon the Mission Committec of our
Conference ought to be obvious. Plans for some organized mission outreach
ought now soon to be studied and put into action under the supervision of this
conmittee, However, since this area of e¢ndeavor has been virtually unexplored
in our Conference, your present committece chnirman, as well as most of the
Mission Committee, have had no experience in organizing such an undertaking.

¢

A further difficulty is seen in the lack of money in our Conference Mission

- 36 -

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1980 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

Fund, because even though there is an excess of $25,000 in thnt fund, it has
taken many years to build up., Besides, the interest that this money oroduces
has been necessary to meet our obligntions to Trinity, Coos Bay, since the
present pledges from the congregations do not rezch the $5,180 subsidy which
they have been receiving from the Conference, Thus if the present arrunge-
nents are to be sustained, the sum in the lMission Fund is virtually untouchable.
This means that in order to continus our oresent opcration and 2t the same
time rench out into 2 new mission ficld, by for example, calling Mr, Mensing
as a Conference missionary, a very substantial increase in spending would be
regnired, an increcse that would be impossible without increased pledges by
our congregations. These difficulties as well as mcans of overcoming them
ought seriously tc be considered, if we are a mission-minded organization.

In the 1light of this revort, your committee would like to make the follow=
ing recommendations to thc Conference 2t this convention:

1.) that a subsidy of $5,184 be granted Trinity Lutheran Church, Coos
Bay, Oregon (according to their request as ~ltered by the Treasurer),
yvielding = monthly subsidy of an even $432.00 instead of thc previous
odd figure of $4731,66; and

2.) that thc Conference discuss the problem of expanding our organized
mission outreach nnd instruct the Mission Committee how to proceed
in exploring new mission fields, and expanding and developing our
Mission Program, so that we may inform our peonle of o tangible need
for increased mission offerings and encourage and exhort one another
to meet this need out of love to our Savior who has instructcd us,

"Preach the Gospel to every creature," (Mark 16:15)
Respectfully submitted,

Rev., James ., Luedtke, chzirman
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN UNION

Dear Brethren in the Lord:

We herewith present = report of the activity which engaged your Committee
since we l-st met in convention. Because of pressing circumstances we have not
been able to fulfil all our rosponsibilities, but we praise God for ris con-
tinuved guidance and blessing and beseech Him, for Jesus' sake, tc grant us
parden for 211 our failings and shortcomings,

First of all, you will recall that last year's convention directed ycur
Committee to determine the feasibility of further meetings with thc Lutheran
Churches of the Reformation in view of developments affecting its constituency
during the pzst several years and that in the event meetings rcesume, they be
held cnly as long os the agendsn egreed upen is followed and further progress
is made toward finding true unity, However, because of the press of church
and Seminary work it was impossible for your Committee to meet and to mnke a
thorough study of the dévelopments in the L.C.R. For the present, negotiations
remain at o standstill, With God's help we shall endeavor during the coming
year to carry out the directive of the 1979 convention (with necessary limit-
ations) and report our findings to the delegates next June.

last year®s convention also directed your Committee to endeavor to arrange
a meeting with the Church of the Lutheran Confession at the earliest possible
date, 1f o favorable reply were received from that group to our proposal of
March 8, 1979, which initiated an inquiry whcther their Board of Doctrine was
willing "to meet with us to study, examine, and possibly re-evaluate their
position (on Church and Ministry) cn the basis of Scripture alone and give us
at the same time opportunity to explain and defend our Theses on the same basig!
On July 19, 1979 we received 2 response from President Albrecht of the ColC,
in which he stated that their Board of Doctrine had met on July 11th and cone
sidered our letter of inquiry. The decision of the Board was as followss "We
respectfully decline your invitation, since your Synod's resolution declares
from the outset that our postion is herctical. & meeting of our two groups
was held on May 14-15, 1968, in which the doetrine of Church and Linistry wa
thoroughly discussed, Since therc was no agreement then, and since therc hes
bcen no change in the position of either side since then, we can see little
hope of any fruitful results from another mecting.” In the light of this deci-
sion the CoLC has made it impossible for us to arrange a meeting with them
and has closed thé natter,

At our 1979 convention the suggestion was made that your Committe
the doctrinal position of Lutherans alert, o group striving to conba
and modernistic trends within the ALC. Sincc it was impossible for ycur Com-
mittee to meet, as we have stated above, also this m tter was not attended to,
but as time pormits, we shall cndeaver to make a study of this group and bring
a report to the Confercnce.

. .
Aheralism
10craLlsm

¢ look into
t1

With regard to pastors and congregations which left the L.C.R. because they
claimed a change in the latter's doctrinal position, our 1978 convention had
passed the resolution thut definite efforts be made by your Committee to con-
tact them, offering them an opportunity to present their doctrinel position to
us. At that time these pastors had not yet formally org-nized., Last year's
convention rezffirmed thot resolution, and your Committce proposed to write to
or mzet with these pastors as individuals or as a group, if that could be
errengsd, In the spring of this year we learned that these pastcrs (there are
six on their clergy roster) had formed an‘organization called Fellowship of
Lutheran Congregations, Pastor R. Je Lietz of Oak Park, I1linois, is President,
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and Pastor Dale Ness of St., Charles, Missouri, is Sccretary.

On May 7th your Committee choirman wrote a letter to Fastor Lietz and in-
quired whether their Doctrinal Committee would be interested in meeting with
our Union Committece to discuss doctrine and proctice in the 1light of Holy
Scripture. On May 13th we received a re-ly from Festor Lietz in which he
asked several questions of information, listed the pastors in their group, and
requested matcriels pertaining to our Conference, We sent him a copy of our
Constitution, copies of the 1978 and 1979 Proceedings, and two recent issues
of the Concordiaz Lutheran, Since this church body will rot meet again until
April, 1981, we requested some preliminary decision from them which could then
be reported to our delegates here in Seattle, Pastor Lictz assured us that he
would convey something definite to us before this convention,

On June 14th we received another letter from Pastor Lietz in which he
stated thc followings: "Speaking for our Doctrinal Committcc, 1 want tc inform
you that in view of the fact thzat your 1979 Convention left open the possibility
of further meetings with the LCR, wc will have to decline meetings with your
Committee on Lutheran Union at the present time., When you complete your
meetings with the LCR, we weuld appreciate knowing the results of those ses-
sions. Furthermore, we desire not to enter into discussions with other bodies
(not only your CLC) unless we are instructed to do so by our conventicn, Also,
since we of the FLC cannot accept some of the doctrine and practice in the
oresent LCR, I am sure that you can well understand why we have no choice but
to walt on any definite decision ondiscussions with you until we know the out-
come of your meetings with LCR, We will look forward to hearing from you in
the future,” In the light of this letter the matter of mecting with this
group of pastors is held in abeyance,

In closing this report, we offer the following rccommendntionss

a) That the Committee on Lutheran Unior resume its study of develop-
nents in the LCR and determine the feasibility of further negotia-
tiors with this church body.

b) That the Committee on Lutheran Union look into the doctrinal
postion of Lutherans alert National ond bring a report of its
Tindings to the next convention,

Now may the Lord of the Church help us to continue faithfully in this
important work of fellowship nezctiations snd to oray with Luther, "May God,
the Father of 211 mercy, give untc us through Jesus Christ, His Son, the
Spirit of unity and the power to do His willi"

Respectfully submitted,

Rev, 0. W, Schaefer, chgirman
Rev., James W. Luedtke

Prof, H., David Mensing

lMr. David T, lensing
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1979-1980 STATISTICAL REPQRT
June 1, 1979 to May 31, 1980

I, PARCCHIAL (of member congregations)s

Numbcr of Consregntions o o o o o+ o o o o o & & 5
Oxdained Pastors (inc, 1 assistant pastor)... . . 6
Baptized Membars v v v v v v 4 b e e e e e o« e . 344
Communicant HembeTs o v v v v ¢« o o v o 0« « o o 286
Voting Members e e e e e e e e e e e TR
Children in thc Sunday Schools. » v o o 6 v v« o 74
Audults Regularly Attending the Bible Class . . . 114
Communicants Recedlved o v v o ¢ o o o o « o o s o 8
SCVETaNCeS. v v o« v o o v 4+ 4 4 s s 4 e e e s 11
Baptisms. « « « o .

Confirmations (Audults and Children). . . . . . . 8
HaXTiageS o v o o v o o o o o o o « o v o o o & » 2
BUPials © v v v v v e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s 4
Sunday Schcol Teachers © v v v v ¢ 6 o v o « » o« 19
SuperintendeniS o v 0 4 6 v 6 ok e v o v o e w s e 1

Blected Church OfficCers . . v v « + o « o s « &« » HO
OrgaristsS v v o o v 6 0 & 2 4 0 4 e b e e e e e 10

Cholr Members o« o o« o o « v o o o ¢ o o o o o » o 15
Congregaticns Owning their Church Property. . ., . 5
Total ACTeasSe o o v v 4 4 ¢ o o o o s &« o “ e 9.4 ) .
Total Valuation of KHeal Estate. « o o o o o o9 542,000,0C (Bst)

I1. INSTITUTIONAL (of our Seminary)s

Professors .+ v v v v v i b e e e e e h e e e e s
Current Studcents. ¢ v v o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o ¢ s 0 0 o
Graduntes to Date . ¢ v v v v ¢ v 6 e b e e 0w s

N N

Respectfully submitted,

David T. Mensing, Statistician
Board Nember=at-Large (lidwest)
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TRIASURER'S REPORT FCR FI:CAL 1979 - &0

RECAIPT- GIEFRRAL CENTUARY MIRSIONS
5t. John's - Lebanon 600,00 3,000.00 508,00
St. Iuke's - Seattle 216,00 864,00 120,00
Peace - Tinley Park 1,080.00 5,740,00% 3,325.00%
t. Ltephen's - Lilmot 360,00 3,720,00 1,200.00
Trinity - Coos Bay 145,00 380.00
Interest”™ 193,20 2,751.69
Convention Collection 75.42
Loan Payment (from Seminary) 200,00
Concord Free Iuth., Ch. (Ohio)™” 147.00
stock Payments 21.65
Joint Uest Coast Reformation Fest, 2.1
TOTAL < 2,869.62 % 13,872.€5 $ 7,966,86
BXPEFEDITURES BUDGETID EXPELDED UNEXPZLDED
- GLIERAL FUID -
Scrip, Pub. Oper. Lbsy. 1,000,00 i,000,00 - --
Telephone 200,00 107.92 92,08
Travel 750,00 860,00 - 110,00
Convention 300,00 307 44 - 7.4
Miscellaneous 250.00 610.2¢ - 360,28
Printing -- Const. & Catalogue i76.00 ee- - 170,00
Tuition Matching Program 178,00 - 178.00
TOTAL ¢ 2,670.00 ¢ 3,063,664 - £393.64
- SEMIMARY FUND -
Professor's salary 7,26€.00 7.,266,00  -=- -
Fousing Allowance 3,846.00 3,846,000  =e= --
Assoc, Prof. Salary 2,340,00 2,340,000 === ==
Facilities 100.00 100,00 === -
Library 10.00 12.00 - 2.00
stock 65.00 110.72 - 45,72
Periodicals £5.00 60.50 24,50
Miscellaneous 25,00 216.34 - 191,34
TOTAL $ 13,737.00 $ 13,951,56 - § 218,56
Ioan from General Fund ptatus: Payments: ¢ 200,00 Balance Due: & 1,400,00
- MILSIOK FUFD -
Subsidy -~ Trinity, Coos Bay & 5,180.00 $ 5,180.00 @ —-= --
SULMARY OF FUFDS FREVICUS BAIAWCE RECEIPTS ~ EXPENSES CURRE: T BALAKCE NBT CHANGE
General 3,093.11 2,869,627  3,063.64 2,899.09 - 194,00
Semirary 250.40 13,872.65%  13,951.56 171.4gt? - 78.91
Nission 23,137.76 7,966,86%  5,180,00  25,924,62 + 2,786,686
Libtrary 1,292.12 198,154+ 129.01 1,361.26 + 69,14
Building 6,L480,87 739.69%  --- -- 7,21€,76 +737.89
Retirenent 6,73€.94 €07.52%  —me - 7, 546,46 + 807.52
Travel 90.31 5.00%  -ee - 95.31 + 5,00
Tuition _1,270.79 766,947 —me oo 2,037.73 + 766,04
TOTAL $ 42,354.30 4 27,224,63 § 22,324.21 ¢ 47,284,772 + & L9004z

# Interest earnings; Total for fiscal year: & L,794.39
body interested in our Conference
11 This figure sheuld read ¢ 171.49 on the iiay report.
orial for Walter ¥, Fischer from Feace; Seminarys

report.

$ 40,005

*#% An independent Iutheran
1 This flgure should read ¢ 250.85 on the March
% Includes liem-
hission & 300,00

% Includes & 148,15 interest & 50,00 Memorial for lalter F, Fischer from st. Steph

en's
payments

#%% Includes & 160,94 interest;

4 178,00 Tuition matching: & ©

Respectfully sutmitted,

Jeffery
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REPCRT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE

Pursuant to the decision of the 28th Annual Convention that, in lieu of
an audit at thc time of conventions by an appointed convention committec,
"two or three members of the congregation in which the Treasurer is lccated
carefully and thoroughly audit the records of the Trecasurer before the con-
vention tekes place...bringing their report to the convention when it con-
venes," Peace Congregztion in Tinley Park elected the undersigned members of
its Voters' Assembly to carry out this task.

This committee met with the Confercnce Treasurer, Jeffery W. Styx, on
June 10, 1980, and examincd his financial records in minute detail. At the
conclusion of this exhaustive audit, the members cf the Auditing Committee
unanimously agreed that the records of the Treasurer are in good order, that
all funds are properly accounted for, and that the Treasurer's methods and
procedures have been and are thoroughly sound,

The Auditing Committee would also commend the Treasurer for his wise
stewardship of Conference funds, in that those monies which are not nceded
for day-to-day dishursements are invested in interest-bearing certificates
of deposit with the highest possible rate of return., The additional monies
realized in this manner are of significant bensefit to the overall financial
outioock of ocur Conference, We hercwith exnress graztitude to thc Lord cf the
Church for the rich measure of wisdom with which He has Tlessed our Treasurer
for the ultimate good of His kingdom among us.

The Auditing Committees
Gerald M, Luedtke
Lloyd D. Martin
David T. Mensing

REPURT Ui THi FINAKCE COMoITTeE FOR THo PaST FISCAL YEAK, 1979-80
Dear Brethren in Christ,

"Oh give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.!" Yes, indeed: How richly
our Lord has blessed our conference's firances! For we note the total balance
in 211 funds has increased nearly $ 5,000,00, in spite of the negative economic
situation in our nation over the nast year.

During the past year the one four year certificate of deposit reachied matur-
ity and was transferred to a "Super T" certificate of deposit for a better in-
erest rate. At present therc are seven active accounts: one checking account,
three passbook savings accounts, and three "Suver T" accounts., Suver T certif-
icates of deposit this yezr have naid record high interest rates, at times ex-
cecding 16%. The rate on one of our accounts wis approximnately 15%. It should
be noted that this interest rate is always fluctuating, the current rate belag
anproximately 7%. Since the majority of our funds are in these accounts, we
have goined a substantial amount of interest. Passbook savings received 5 A+%
interest this year. The total interest in all accounts for the ycar was approx-
imately $ 4,800.00, One way that we could receive more interest would be to in-
vest in our missior ends.wors, where our gnin would be spiritual and far nore
valuable, )
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il hawe also received this year anproximately $ 400.CC in special memorials
in loving memory of our brother in Christ, Walter F. Fischer. This is a wonder=-
ful exvression of our leve for him ana his c¢fforts for our conference -- efforts
which we will miss grectly =- as well as an exoression of thanks to the Lord for
having given us such a faithful servant.

We ncte alsc the substantial amount received from Concord Free Lutheran
Church of Westlake, Ohic (an indenentent Lutheran congregation interested in cur
Seminary), of which § 100.00 was a memorial for onc of their members who passed
away .

Another special receipt this yeur came from our West Coast congregaticas;
namely, a collection from their specinl joint Reformation Festival held in the
211,

In our Seminary Fund we had a nositive condition in our balance, due mostly
to smecial donations to this fund, ana your Treasurer was able to pay back to
the General Fund § 200.00 of the monics loaned.

Requests for pledges to the Conference were sent to the congregaticns at the
end of March. Uvon receipt of these ~ledges your Finance Committcc sct up a
vroncsed budget for the coning year based on these pledges, IOqunStg, and the
needs of the individucl funds. (This will bo gone over in the reoort concerning

the budget.)

The year on the whole has bann a pnositive one. EBven though our net change
in 211 funds is only $ 100,00 more than the intcrost carnings, we seen in gener-
al to havc held our own in the worklng funds, This is very good to see and cer-
tainly 2 maxrk of our Lord's governing hand and blessings. Now may we continue
with the prayer that the Lord will bless our labor and sacrifices so that we may
ever be solvent finzaneizlly, earry out our Joint efforts, and reap their bless-
ings. Because of conditions at thisc last times, it may not be easy, humanly
soecking. Still, let us go ahead with the strength of our Lord to meLt and over=-
come the stoncs in our path and to continuc this positive direction and attitude,

always to His glory.

Respectfully submitted,
The Finance Committec
Loren Dirksen
Larry Reil
Bill Schrader
Jeffery W. Styx, Chalrman

Re~02T OF THE FINAKCE COMNMITT.r CONCER;-ING THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YnAR 1980 - 1961

Dear Brethren in Christ,

Your Finance Committce was very concerncd this year about the effacts of the
current economic conditicns in our country on the pledges to the conference.
The results of the vledges, howover, hnve wonderfully relieved that concern,

Locking at the responsces to our lcetter requesting pledges, we note the re=-
sults, as follows:

‘

(sce next pags)
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GENERAL SEINARY MISSION
St., John's $ 5C.00 $ 250.00 $ 30,00 (all/mc.)
St. Luke's 18.00 72.00 16.00
Peace 30 .00 475.00 250.00
St. Sterhen’'s 3C.00 310.00 106.60
Trinity 15,00 62.00 .
Total/month $ 203,00 $ 1,169.00 $ 390.00
Total/year $ 2,436.00 $ 14,028.00 $ 4,680.00

In sovite of trying times for some, all our congregations have continued
their past ycar's pledge and cne congregation has even increased their pledge.
By the grace of God, Trinity congregation has almost doubled their pledge to the
Seminary Fund, This has pleased our committee, for we are greatly concerned
for our prcfessors and thc effects of inflation on their livlihood. With this
pledge we arc able to give a slight increase in our profissors' salarics, though
previously we could not forsee such action this year. Herc we can truly sce
the rcsults of spiritual growth in their congregotion.

In light of the nceds in the conference and considering the funds available,
]

some changes from the budget of last year were made in this year's proposed bud-
get, and are reflected on page 4 of the Prospectus., The p d i

cmmmmnd Rdssdt fo s
OPOSCU DLRAECT 15 an

fellowss
GENERAL FUND SEMINARY FUND MIoSION
FUND
Scrip. Pub. Op. Subsidy 1,200,00 Prof. Salary 7,272.00
Telephone 150,00 House. Allow, 4,092.00 Mission Subsidy;
Travel 600.00 Assoc. Prof.Sal. 2,388.00 Trinity, Coos Bay
Convention 300.00 TFacilities 100.00
Tuition Matching 100.00 Library 12.00 $ 5,184.00
Miscellancous 300.00  Stock 69.00
Periodicals 75.C0
Miscellaneous 20,00
Total: $ 2,650,00 Total:s $ 14,028.00 Totals % 5,184.00
Explanation of the changes are as followss
General Fund: This year a rcquest was made by the Publishing Housc Board of

Contrecl to increase their subsidy by $ 200.00. Alsc included
was the Tuition Matching Program of $ 100,00, In order to make
these revisions, changes had to be made in the other budgetea
items, since pledged receipts have not changed. Therefore, the
telenhone was cut § 50.00; for last year this item was well in
the black. anticipated travel for this coming year is not seen
to be as great and therveforc this was cut $ 150.00. The iten
for Constitution and Scminary Cataloguc was deleted in faver of
simply taking this expense out of the General Fund balance; for
this item has been budgeted for two years with no zctivity. If
we are to have expenditures for these items,; we suggest the
above payrent procccdurc; for they would not be a regular
on=-going expenditure.

Seminary Fund: With the incrcase in the pledges herc an increase in salaries of
approximately 2% was possible. In order to make these figures
come out even, noting also the red balances on some of the indi-

- bl -

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1980 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

vidual items, other figures have been slightly changed.

Mission Funds Although Trinity Ccngregation requested no change, your Treas-
urer requested this § 4 increase to make the monthly figure an
even § 432,00 per month, thus making bockkeecping a little eas-
ier

[

These changes were made by the Finance Committee to reflect the neecs of the
various funds more accuratcly, based on information received by this Committee,
Under the Lord's blessing let us make our decisions.

Respccetfully Submitted,

The Finance Committee
Loren Dirksen
Larry Reil
Bill Schradecr
Jeffery W. Styx, Cheairman
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MIBUTES
of the 29th Annual Convention of the Concordia Imtheran Conference

The 29th Annual Convention of the Concordia Iutheran Conference opened on
June 20, 1980, at 9:30 a.m., with a Divine Zervice in which President 1i,L. ifat-
terer of Lebanon, COregon, preached the sermon based on John 73 25 - 31, with
the theme, "He Speaketh Boldly", The host pastor, the Rev. P.R. Bloedel, ser-
ved as liturgist.

The Convention proper as well as the first session convened at 11:35 a.m.,
with a brief devotion by the President, Immediately the Convention committees
were appointed as outlined in the Conventicn Prospectus, p. 2.

The Initial Report of the Committec on Registration and Excuses (Proceedings,
page 29) was given by committee member Mr. lichael Fischer. It was reported
that all but two delegates were present, the lay delegates from St. Stephen's
being unable to attend, yielding a total number of fourteen (14) possible votes.
It was moved and seconded to accept this report. The motion was carried,

President Natterer then gave his annual report. Vice-president O.!", Schae-
fer took the chair during this report, In his Presidential Report (Proceed-
ings, p. 2?) Pastor "atterer reviewed some of the events of the past year; in-
cluding the referendum on the constitutional amendment, his actions regarding
the Aid Association for Lutherans pursuant to the directions of the last con-
vention, and his part in fulfilling the desire of the Conference tc dedicate
this Convention to the anniversaries of the Iutheran Confessions, It was moved
and seconded to accept this report, subject to review. The motion was carried
and the Vice-president appointed the following review comnittee:

the Rev. E. D. Mensing
Lr, Paul I, Luedtke
Mr. John Dirksen

After a brief scan of the printed Agenda, it was moved and seconded to accept
it as adjusted by the Convention., The motion was carried,

The oral Report of the Press Committee, given by the Rev. 0,1, ‘chacfer,
stated that no article had been submitted to local papers concerning our Con-
vention, It was moved and seconded to receive +this brief oral reporxt.

Mr, David T. Mensing (the Conference statistician, as appointed by the Board
of Directors) handed out mimeographed sheets listing the pertinent statistics
of our Conference congregations., After reviewing orally the material, the

renort was veceived by motian
YepoYT Was YeCClvel DOy motlion,

The morning session adjourned at 12:00 noon for the noon lunch hour,

The sessions reconvened at 1:15 p.m., with a devotion conducted by the Rev,
H. David Mensing during which HEymn 292 was sung, kph. 2 was read,; and a prayer
was offered to the Lord.

The agenda then continued with the reading of Part I of the first convention
essay commemorating the anniversaries of our Iutheran Confessions., It was de-
livered by thc Rev. Randall D, Styx and was entitled, "The asuthority of Serxip-
ture According to the Intheran Confessions® (Proceedings, p. 10 - 21)° The
first part of the essay treated how the Confessions plainly state and confess
the absolute authority of Scripture with‘regard to matters of faith and doc-
trine. Brief discussion centered on the concepts of causative and normative
authority.
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At 2:30 p.m,, Prof., 0.V, Schaefer, Secretary pro-tem of the Board of Direct-
ors, gave the recommendations of the Boaxd,
* The first recommendation, dealing with the question of whether recording de-

vices ought to be allowed at variocus Conference meetings, read as follows:
"That in the official meetings of our Conference (nastoral conferences, Board
meetings, and convention sess1ons) we do not permlt that recording devices be
used, but that only written notes by the fecretary be kept for our official
record.,” The rationale for this recommendation was two-fold; namely, that
sometimes, due to our sinful flesh, we say things that ought not be sald and,
charitably, these things ought nct be preserved permanentlys; also, practically
speaking, some individuals feel too inhibited to speak when they know they
are being recorded. It was moved and seconded to adopt this recommendation.
The motion was carried,

* The sccond recommendation of the Board stated: "That the Rev., H,D, kensing,
as agent for the Conference, be authorized to explore the matter of re-incorp-
oration of the Conference as a 'religions corporation' in the Ltate of Illinois,
and that this authorization include reasonable legal consultation, if necessary,
as well as the actual filing of the proper form."  The purpose of the reccm-
mendation was to eliminate the present neced of re-filing forms each year, since
the Conference is presently incorporated as 'a not-for-profit organization',
which status requires this., This recommendation of the Board was also adopied
by motion.

Following a recess at 2:45 p.m., the Convention reconvened at 3:20 with the
Heport of the Finance Committec for the past fiscal year (Proceedings, p. L42),
given by the Treasurer, lir. Jeffery i, Styx. It was moved and seconded to re-
ceive this report. The motion was carried.

The Elections Committce began its work with a request that the Convention
set aside 2 moment of time in memory of lalter I, Fischer, who had the past
year been taken to his eternal rest and who had for many years served ss an
officer in our Conference, and, to that end, that his former pastor, the Rev.
M.L, Natter, lead the deleg ates and v151tors in a brief prayer, Fresident
Natterer offered the following prayer in his memory:

O dearest heavenly Father, at this time we call to mind the blessings
Thou didst bestow upon our Conference through the faithful labors of
ocur dear departed brother, Walter Fischer. Thou didst call him to
appear before Thee in the noontide of his life and labors. We humble
ourselves under Thy Holy i1l and reverence Thy liays, although Thy

Judgments are unsearchable and Thy Vays past finding out. Enable us

to comfort ourselves with the con51dﬂrat10n that we have not lost him-
but only sent him before, firmly believing that on the Iast Day Thou

wilt raise him up and that then we shall sce one another in etexrnal
life, Help us,; we beseech Thee, that we mey, 1like lalter;, always

strive to reveal the fruits oif faith in an ever—increa51ng measure
through faithful service in Thy Kingdom, for Jesus' sake., Aimen.

The nominations and elections then proceeded as follows:

tominated for President: Pastors Mensing, Natterer, Bloedel, and "chaefer
Tlccted: M.L, M.L, ilatterer

Mominated for Vice~President: Pastors Schaefor, IHensing, and styx
Elected: 0,1, Schaefer '
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Nominations for ecrctary: Pastors Iuedtke and Styx
Zlected: Randall D, Styx

i'oninations for Treasurers HNssrs, Jeffery ¥, Styx and Victor K. Bloedel
Dlected:s Jeffery I, Styx

tominated for Board lember-at-large -- Far Vests lissrs. John R, Dirksen, Paul
F. Iunedtke, Victor K. Bloedel, Loren R. Dirksen, Fenry Fischer, and Ifichael
Tischer

Dlected: John R. Dirksen

licminated for Board dMember-at-Iarge -- Mid-Test: lssrs, David T. Hensing (CrM),
Iloyd E. (Bud) Martin, and Charles Niller,
Blected: David T, Mensing (CRI)

Proposcd slates and election of standinz committees: (first neamed as chairman)

Hditorial Committees

A, B. C. D. Llected
Pastor chaefer Pastor Styx Pastor Styx Pastor “ichaefer
Pastor latterer Pastor ITuedtke Pastor Iuedtke Pastor Luedtke
tiichael Fischer Tloyd 1, Martin  IHichael Fischer  MNichael Fischer

el B ISCHNel RN e AL

Committee on Theological Tducation:

A. Elected B.
Pastcr Bloedel Pastor Bloedel
Pastor 3tyx Pastor Iuedtke
Iloyd E. IHartin Iloyd B. Martin
Victor K. Bloedel Robert C¢. Bloedel

Committeec on liissions:

A. ¥lected B.
Pastor Iuedtke Pastor 3chaefer
Pastor iatterer Pastor Bloedel
Ioren R. Dirksen Iloyd B, Martin
Ronald 7schlaht larry Turner
Jeffery U, ityx Stephen Bloedel

Committee on Iutheran Union:

Al llected B.
Vice-President (0,1.3.) by Constitution
secretary (R.D.S.) by Constitution
Professoxr liensing Professor liensing
David T. NHensing (CRM) Robert ¢, Bloedel

Publishing House Board of Control

A. Tlected B.
Pastor Eloedel Pastor Bloedel
Pastor tyx Pastor lensing
Dale Tllis Ronald Schlaht
Victor K. Bloedel Vietor K. Bloedel
Paul F. L uedtke Paul F, Iuedtke
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Finance Committiee

hs B. “lected
Treasurer, J. “tyx Treasurer, J. Styx
Loren Dirksen Loren Dirksen
Bill schradex Yent Frerichs
Iarry Reil Dale .11is

Following the completion of the elections it was moved and seconded to make
all elections unanimous., The motion was unanimously carried.

I'ext the Report of the Committee on Missions (Proceedings, p. 3€) was given
by Pastor Iuedtke. It contained two recommendations. Alcng with this report
an oral interest report was presented by Pastor tyx concerning our mission
congregation, Trinity Iutheran of Coos Bay, COregon, in which he summarized the
activities of the pastor and congregation over the past year. The motion to
receive both reports was carried.

Ad journment of the Friday sessions followed at 5:35 p.m., with the intention
of taking up the Mission Committee recommendations in the saturday sessicns.

Saturday, June 21, 1980

The Saturday morning session was begun with a devoticn by Pastor Luedtke.
Eyna 536 was sung, followed by Isaiah 55 and a prayer. The devotion closed
with Fymn 276,

The minutes of the Friday session were presented and adopted as read.

Pastor 5tyx then continued with Part IT of his essay on the Authority of
Sceripture according to the Iutheran Confessions., Remarks and comments follow-
ing the reading emphasized the frequency with which the Confessions refer to
and quote Scripture (estimated over 1,000 times) as compared with the writings
of other church bodies, as, for example, the Homan Catholic Church and Reformed
Churches, which place church councils, opinions of men, etc., on a par with
Seripture in practice and frequently elevate them above the tcripture. 4ilso
discussed was the fine distincticn we make in accepting the Confessions; namely,
that we do nct hold to them merely "in so far as" (latin: guatenus) they teach
the Jeripture truth; rather, wc subscribe to the Iutheran Confessions "because'
(Latins quia) they teach the Scripture truth., Following the discussion the
essay was accepted with thanks to the essayist for his thorough work.

The Chairman of the Iission Committec, the Rov. James 1. Luedtke, then re-
suned the leading of thc discussion of the recommendations of his committee.
Pastor Ltyx assisted him at this time in his secretarial duties,

* The liission Committee's first Recommendation, te grant Trinity Iutheran
Church of Coos Bay, Oregon, a subsidy of & 5,184.00 per year (3 132,00/ mo.),

was moved, seconded, and carxied.

* The Committee's second Recommendation; tc discuss the problem(s) of expan-
ding our mission outrcach and instruct the Committee as to how to proceed, etc,
(see text Proceedings, p. 37), was also carried. Pursuant to the adeption of
this recommendation the assembled delegates took time to discuss the matter.
Fellowing & question asking how we might contact many indepentent Iutherans whe
need pastors, President Jatterer authorized all of the pastors to make contacts
in his behalf, noting, howsver, that he would need to be kept informed and,
where there would be any overlapping offunctions with the Committee on Iuther-
an Unlon, its chairman should also be contacted.
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Following a question as to how best and properly to search out those inter-
ested, it was moved and seconded that we put an announcement in our Confarence
periodical, requesting that other interested congregations who need a pastor
contact our conference, It was suggested to include a brief summary of Christ-
ian doctrine., Because this action involved many facets and ramificaticns for
the liission Committee, it was moved and seconded to commit the moticn to the
Resolutions Committee for a proper wording and a definite statement for the
editor of the Concordia ITutheran to include in the periodical, possibly every
time. The motion to commit was carried,(See Resolution #2,p 56; Minutes p 51)

It was asked if it would be in order to submit articles or letters to the
forum sections of certain publications as, for example, Christian VNews, and
thus put fcrth our position. It was cautioned that we be careful that thereby
we do not give implied approval to Christian i'ews, It was suggested we rather
take note of the ads and letters placed therein by others and send to their
vriters copies of our Concordia Iutheran as well as other information.

The Report of the Committee on Theolegical Education followed and was pre-
sented by Pastor Bloedel., (iee Proceedings, p. 33) Together with this report
Professor/President C.I", ichaefer gave his Report of the Seminary President
(also p. 33). Their reports highlighted the activities of the eminary over
the past year, rejoicing especially in the graduution of ¥ir. David T. Mensing

e of +he Poverand [ nE wdivanr Am AN 1 Al high-
and his becoming a Candidate of the Reverend Minis LYy anong us., ALSO n1ign

lighted were prospvects for possible new students for our Leminary. The motion
to receive this report was cerried,

}] 2 2 = =
The Editorial Committee then reported through it chairman, Pastor ichaefer,

+
It referred to past articles in the Concordia Lutheran relating to the anniver-
sary of our conference and contained a reconmendation concerning the Memoxial
of St. John's to the 1979 Convention (Gee 1979 Proceedings, D. 39) it was
moved and seconded to reccive this report. The motion was carried. (This re-
port with its recommendation may be found on page 30 of these Froceedings. )

Regarding the recommendation concerning the lemorial (This Nemorial proposed
guidelines for the Concordia Ivtherﬁﬂ ), it was moved and seconded to accept
the adjustments of the 5t. John's liemorinl as vecommended by the Zditorial
Committee, The motion was carried. It was then moved and seconded that we
adopt the resolve of the lemorial presented by St. John's Tutheran Church in
1979 (thourh not its Whereages), as anended by this (Couvention; as an ampli-
Tfication of our express statement of purpose for the Concordia Iuntheran. The

motion was carried.,

The noon lunch break was cbhserved at 12:00 nocon,

At 1:30 p.m,., the afternocn session convened with a devotion by Pastor Styx
in which Fymn 266 was sung, followed by the reading of II Tim. 1: 8-13 and a
prayer,

Pastor Bloedel then presented his report on behalf of the Fublishing louse
Board of Control (Proceedings, p. 31). It contained two recommendations; the
first concerning the operational subsidy and the second concerning the funds
helcd available foxr a conference boock house, It was moved and seconded to re-
ceive this repoxrt. The motion was carried,

It was moved and seconded to adopt Recommendation #1 of the Board of Contrel;
namely, that the operational subsidy be increased by $ 200.00 from % 1,000.00
to $ 1,200.00, The motion was carried,
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A

It was moved and seconded to adopt Recommendatiocn #2 of the Publishing
Fouse Board of Control; namely, that the {1,000.00 resexve for a confexrence
book house be ¢iscontinued until such time as it is needed. Carried.

The financial report of the publishing house for the last fiscal year (Pro-
ceedings, p. 32) vas presented by lMr., Victor X. Bloedel in connection with the
previous report. This report was accepted by motion,

It was moved and seconded that we authcrize the publishing bhouse, Scriptural
Publications, to reprint the Concordia Tutheran article on Church and lilnisiry
as a pamphlet, at least 500 copies at =n approximate cost of & 50.00, this cost
to be defrayed by the Conference General Fund, The motinn was carried.

The report of the Committee to review the President's report, given by Fas-
tor hensing, approved Pastor Natterer's report. (Lee Proccedings, p. 28) The
motion to receive this report was carried and the Presidential Report was there-
by fully approved,

The report of the Auditing Committee (Gec Proceedings, p. 32) was given by
John Dirksen., This committec, which this year reviewed only the books of Jcrip-
tural Publications, found them to be accurate and in good orxder, It was moved,
seconded,and carried tc accept this report.

The repcrt of the special congregational Auditing Committee (authorized
1979 Procecdings, p. 43) was given by iir. David T. liensing (CRM) (.ee¢ these
Proceedings, p. 42), This report coincerned the bocks of the Conference Trcas-

™o motion 1o re-
iR

O MU vaLil ¢ IC

.
urer, These books, too, were found to be in goo

ceive this report was carried.

There fecllowed discussion of auditing matters. It was suggested that St.
Tuke's Lutheran Church, {eattlc, l'ashington, alsc perform an audit of the books
of Scriptural Publications prior to the convention and bring their report to
the convention, even as Peace Iutheran Church, Tinley Park, Illinois, had done
this year with the Treasurer's books. Others suggested that the Conference
retain its appointed auditing committee at each convention that the Conference
retain oppertunity to review any books and financid records in addition to any
congregational audit.

After discussing the above and related points, it was moved and seconded to
dispense with further discussion of auditing proceedures at this time and fol-
low from here on the same procecdure followed this year in auditing the various
Conference records, The moticn was defeated,

After further discussion it was moved and seconded to add the following
words to the end of the resolution of the 1979 Proceedings (p. 43)s "through
its regularly appointed Auditing Committee." The motion was carried. The
complete proceedural resolve of the Confercnce at this time thus readss

“That 2 or 3 members of the congregation in which the Treasurer is located
carefully and thoroughly audit the recoxds of the Treasurer before convemtion
takes place while there would be plenty of time to do their job and be able to
confer with the Treasurer throuzhcout the audit, bringing their report to the
convention when it convenes,thrcugh its regularly appointed Auditing Committee.”

The initial report of the Resolutions Committee was given by Pastor Mensing.
Their first (chron@logically) rcsolution concernmed the varicus aspects of our
mission outreach, including the matier of an announcement in the Concordia
Iutheran. (This whole matter was committed to them in connection with the

Mission Committee report -- see above, page 50) It was noved and seconded to
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adopt this resolution. The motion was carried. (This resolution was later
designated "Resolution ;#2". It may be found on page 56 of these Proceedings.)

A recess followed at 3:00 p.m..

Sessions resumed at 3:25 p.m., with the Report of the Finencc Committes for
the Coming Fiscal Year (.ee Proceedings, p 43) to consider the budget. It was
presented by Treasurer, Jeffery W. Styx. In his presentation he referred to
page 4 of the Prospectus to aid in explaining each budget item. The motion to
receive this report was carried.

* It was moved and seconded to adopt the budget proposed by the Finance Com-
mittee, The motion was carried without a dissenting vote.

The Report of the Committee on Iutheran Union (Lee Proceedings, p. 38) was
gilven by its chairman, Pastor Schacfer, It included two recommendations. The
motion to receive this report was carried.

¢ It was moved and seconded to accept Recommendation #1 (Jee text, p. 39), to
resune study of developments in the ICR (Iutheran Churches of the Reformation),
with the addition, "as well as with the Fellowship of Iutheran Congregations
(F1C)." The motion was carried and the entire recommendation thus readss
“That the Committee on Iutheran Union resume its study of developments in
the ICR and determine the feasibility of further negotiations with this church

body as well as with the Fellowship of Iutheran Congregations (FLC)"

It was moved and seconded to adopt the second recommendation (iee text,Po39)
that the committee look into the doctrinal position of Iutherans Alert National.
This motion was defeated. (ecretary's note: The summary of the discussion
leading up to this defecat was not transferred to me among the notes of the for-
mer secretary, If my memory serves me correctly, however, the general consen-
sus was that such investigation would be unnccessary, since some of our pastors
already had some of their printed material which already showed their doctrinal
positions,)

After varicus announcements the Laturday sessions adjourned at L:L5 pem..

Sunday, June 22, 1980

The 3Sunday activities began with a Divine Service at 10:00 a.m.. The sermon
was delivered by the Rev. 0.", chaefer of Tinley Park, Illinois, It was based
on 2 Cor., 8¢ 13 and had as its theme, "The Timely Call from Holy Scriptures and
our Confessions: Fold Fast to the Truth and Confess Iti" The local pastor,
the Rev. F,R, Bloedel, served as liturgist, Pastors .chaefer and Bloedel ad-
ministered the Lord's “acrament to the congregaticn and its guests from the sis-
ter congregations. The offerings were given to thc local congregation to help
defray convention expenses.,

Following the noon meal the Rev, 0,", Schaefer opened the afterncon sessions
with a devotion in which the assembly sang Fymns 382 and 283 and heard the read-
ing of Seripture from Remans 3: 19-28, A prayer was also offered.

After this devoticn the Rev, Ii.L, i'atterer, re-clected as President, resumed
the chair., The President aclknowledged the fact that the newly-elected secre-
tary, the Rev, Randnll D. 5tyx, was now assuming his position and asked that
the Lord bestow His blessings upon the Secretary's labors, le alsc expressed

...52..
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his appreciation for the fine co-operation on the part of our previcus Lec-
retary, the Rev, James 1/, Iuedtke. Referring to his own re-election as Iresi-
dent, President :atterer stated that while he was one with his brethren in doc-
trine and practice, he was "not in agreement with them in their estimation of
his gifts and talents. But he was willing to acqulese to their decision and
besought their prayers in his behalf that he might perform his duties as Fres-
ident faithfully,."

The minutes of the Saturday sessions were then read and approved.

The President asked if it would be possible to know the amounts received in
the collection for the two comvention services, The Treasurer informed the
Convention that $ 91.95 had been roceived in the Friday service and ¢ 661.43
had been received in the ‘unday service., President iatterer noted with praise
to the Lord that this was the highest the figures had ever been.

The Rev., H. David Mensing then presented his doctrinal essay, "The Doctrine
of Justification According to our Iutheran Confessions."” The essay briefly but
clearly showed that our Confessions correctly set forth the mcripture doctrine
of Justification. 1In the discussion the fine distinction between accepting the
Confessions quia; not quatenus was again emphasized; namely, that wc accept and
bind ourselves to the Confessions because they are the doctrine of Jeripture,
merely "in so far as" they are the doctrine of Seripture, Also discussed weres:
the importance of objective Jjustification -- how without the total forgiveness
of all on God's part, there would be no sure forgiveness to be rcceived subject-

ively; how the pronouns in Is. 53: 5 plainly teach the Vicarious Atcnement of
Christ for our Q1ﬂ<u and how the Roman Catholics continually obscure the Dcrl}\_

L& Sl (le noRan LathoLlil LlLviiiuGady Viwnobuilo
ture teaching of Justlflcatlon by incorrectly defining the meanings of grace and
faith. It was noted that the Roman Catholic Church still stands by its sinful
curse of all who believe the true Scripture doctrine of Justification (Decrees
and Canons of the Council of Trent, Session 6, Canon 12), (sec essay p. 22)

Following a brief recess, during which the precious doctrine of Justifica-
tion was discussed informally, it was moved and seconded to accept the essay
with thanks to the essayist. The motion was unanimously carried.

Vith a brief discussion of the alternative methods of printing the Proceed-
ings, it was moved and seconded that the “ecretary inelude the duplicating cf
the 1980 Proceedings as a part of his scecretarial duties. The motion was car-
ried,

Under discussion of the time and place of the 1981 Convention, an invitation
was received from Peace Bv. Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Illinois, "in case
there were no otherv, It was asked if it would be proper to discuss bi-ennial
conventions at this time. It was mutually agreed first to hear the invitations,
decide the place, and then discuss the year for the next convention. The Fas-
toral Delegate from Lt. Stephen's Iutheran Church, Uilmot, south Dakota, con-
veyed his congregation's invitation to host the next convention, be it next
year or the year after. It was moved and seconded to accept the invitation
of 3t. .tephen's Iutheran Church to host the next convention of the Conference.

This motion was carried unanimously,

Regarding the question whether to hold the next convention one or two yeaxrs
hence, it was suggested that,since the Ceonference had recently decided the
question of annual vs bi-ennial conventions, wc weit to discuss the matter un-
til such time as a formal liemorial comes,befcre the Conference in convention
assembled. There being no objection, the President noted that the next conven-
tion would be held the following year; namely, 1981,

_53_
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The Committce on Registration and Excuses gave its final report (Proceedings,
Po 29), The motion to receive their report was carried.

Regarding the approval of the minutes of the sunday session, the President
mentioned the usual practice of subtmitting them to the praesidium for their
review and approval. &ince there was nc objection, this proceedure was ordered
and followed.

President Iatterer noted with praise and thanks to the Lord the brotherly
co-operation he had had over the past year with his fellow officers in the Con-
ference.

The Resolution Committee presented its final report and with it the follow-
ing Resolutions:

Resolution #1 (Proceedings p. 55) regarding the special purpose of this Conven-
tion to observe the anniversaries of the Unaltered Augsburg Con-
fession and the Book of Concord. This resolution was carried
unanlmously 2nd the assembled delegates and visitors joined in
singing Fymn 292. (The text of this hymn is printed in its en-
tirety, as it was sung, on page 55,and at the hcad of these
Proceedings. )

Resolution #3 (Proceedings, p. 57) thank i 2
viding its facilities to house cur [eminary and fcr their br
erly co-operation and sacrifice, Carried.

The Rev, H, Davigd l.eneing, Pastor of Peace Ev Intheran Church

1310 iie GV TS AiiSy A SVe

cxtended hlS congregation's invitation to the Cenference again
for the coming year tc make the same usc of its facilities as in
he past. The motion to accept this invitation was carried,

Pesolution /4 (Proceedings, p. 57)thanking the presenting pastors for their
sermons, devotions, and essays. Carried,

Resolution #5 (Proceedings, p. 58) thanking 7t, Iuke's congregation for the
use of their classroom space and office equipment for conventinon
comnittees, Carried.,

Resolution #& (Preccedings, p. 58) thanking Peace congregation for its commit-
tee to audit the Treasurer's books prior to this conventicn,
Carried,

Resolution #7 (Proceedings, p. 58) expressing gratitude to the officers who
served the Conferencec the past year and a prayer to the Loly
Vit e laTan Ll man mvnesme ek T oy AT amad lel-) 3
opLldv VU LHITAD LIILET CULLICIIVLY CLOUULUU, walldouw

Resolution #8 (Proceedings, p. 58) thanking .t., Iuke's congregation for all
they had provided for the Convention., Carried.

The President asked if there were any further business to come before this
Convention. There was none. The President gave the floor to Pastor Bloedel
for any announcements, who also gave a word of thanks to the conventicn dele-
gates and guests for being sc kind and for coming to the Conventicn and honor-
ing them (5t. luke's) with their presence. FHe said, "It is a very special joy
in the Lord."

It was moved and seconded to adjourn this convention. The motion was carried
and the President led the assembly in the singing of Hymn 412, a prayer, and the
Iord's Prayer said in unison, Fe declared the Coiwventicn closed at 5:02 p.n.,
and zave the Apostolic Blessing .

® ¢ AP SRS Respectfully submitted,

the Rev., Randall D, “tyx,
-~ 54 Secretary
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RESOLUTIONS ADOFTED BY THe 29th AMIUAL CONVeTION

Resolution #1s

WHEREAS

WHLREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

at this convention we are commemorating the 450th Anniversary of tue
Augsburg Confession and the 400th Anniversary cof the entire book of
Concord, our beloved Lutheran Confissionss and

these Confessions, drawn up by our faithful Lutheran fathers, correctly
set forth the very dectrines of Holy Scripture in those matters

which they treat, including antitheses or thoe rejection of contrary
teachings; ~nd

these Confessicns are by God's grace still today not only held hy us
as our own Confessions, but are also still of practical use in our
work of the Lord within thk perverted religious world of our day,; in
which there are also many so-called "Lutherans", who pay merc lipservice
to the Confessions as their historiczsl heritage but flagrantly dis-
regard, and teach and practice contrary to the same; and

in the essays presented nt this convention, as well as in the sermens,
we have been shown in particular that the Book of Concord emphasizes
the Holy Scriptures as the incrrant Word of God and as the only source
and norm of Christian faith and doctrine, and the doctrine of Justi-~
fication alone by grace, for Christ's sake, through fzith alone, as

the only saving doctrine for poor sinners, the most fundamental of all
doctrines and the central doctrine of Christianity, on which the Church
stands or falls;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that at this anniversary convention we laud and magnify

the Lord of the Church for leading our fathers to draw up these faith-
ful Confessions and for preserving them among us to this very day by
His Holy Spirit through the Word; and

Bb IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we earnestly bescech our grucious Lord in Christ

Jesus to keep us true to these Confessions and ever more zealous in
the faithful study and use of the same throughout our generations,
until, being kept by the power of God unto salvation, faithful to our
Savior and His Word, we, our children, and our children's children
shall receive by His grace the crown of glory in heaven, where we will
be enabled to laud and magnify His glorious Neme in perfectness, world
without end; and

BE IT FURTHER RESCLVZID that even now at this time in our convention we unani-

mously arise and by our organ music and singing, making a2 joyful noise
unte Him, praise the most glorious Lord, Sovior, and Head of His Church,
as we together raise our voices in Hymn 292,

Lord Jesus Christ with us abide
For round us falls the eventide;
Nor let Thy Word, that heavenly light,
For us be ever veilcd in night.

In these last days of sore distress
Grant us, de~r Lord, true steandfastness

That purc we keen, till 1ife is spent,
Thy holy Word zond and Sacrament,

_55.‘.
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Lord Jesus, help, Thy Church uphcld
For we are duggish, thcoughtless, cold.
Oh, prosper well Thy Word of grace
And spread its truth in every place!

Oh, keep us in Thy Woxrd, we pray:

The guile and rage of Satan stay:

Oh, may Thy mercy never ceasel

Give concord, patience, courage, peace,

0 God, how sin's dread works abound!
Throughout the earth nc rest is found,
And falsehood's spirit wide has spread,
And error boldly rears its head,

The haughty spirits, Lord, restrain
Who o'er Thy Church with might would reign
And always set forth something new,
Devised to change Thy doctrine true,

And since the cause and glory, Lord,
Are thine, nct ours, to us afford

Thy help and strength and constancy.
With all our hcart we trust in Thee,

A trusty weapon is Thy Word,

Thy Church's buckler, shield, and sword.
Oh,; let us in its power confide

That we may scek no other guide!

Oh, grant that in Thy holy Word

We here may live and die, dear Lord;
And when our journey endeth here,
Receive us into glory there, Amen

Resolution #23

WHEREAS the Committce on Missions has reguested of this convention direction
as to how to proceed in practical outreach to others with the pure
Word and doctrine which by grace we possess; and

WHEREAS this request entails two major branches of action, namely, a proper
method of making contact with those who desire guildance in sharing
our Scriptural position, and the necessary finances in our Mission
Fund to moke possible the implementation of such outreachg

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Committee on liissions, in consultation with
the praesidium, formulate end publish in our Concordia Lutheran an
invitation to orthcodox groups or congregations who desire further in-
formation on our doctrinal positicn and perhaps also personal consult-
ation and ministration to this end to make their desires known to the
chairman of the Committee or Missions., In connecticn with this, the
Committee should clso request their sending a resume of their current
situations and, if such a group or congregation has a pastor; its
contact with us should Scripturally be made through him; and

¢

BE IT FURTHER BESOLVeD that the cheirman of the Committee on Missions himself

6 -

n

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1980 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

should make at lenst the initial contact with such groups as
arc described above when information of their cxistence is made
available to him, and that he oversee any subsequent contact
nade at his request by other pastors in our Conference; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ahy cutlay of money needed for this project dbe
taken from the Mission Fund of our Conference, since this xind
of project is one of its chief purposes; and

BE IT FURTHER RzSOLVED that, in the meantime, the members of our Conference in
its various ccngregations heed our Savior's injunction fervently
to pray the Lord of thc harvest in accordance with Matthew 9:38
that He would bless our efforts in these endeavors, and, at the
same time, thot they show the sincerity of their prayers and
desires in this regard by giving cheerfully and liberally to
build up our very nccessary Mission Fund, so that our efforts
in the Lord may not be hindered by the humen impediment of in-
sufficient funds with which to work.

Resolution #3:

WHEREAS our Concordia Theological Seminary has continued to enjoy the
use of the physical facilities of Feace wv, Lutheran Church,
Tinley Park, Illinois, during the past fiscal year; and

WHEREAS Peace Congregation has continued to provide these quarters for
~Nyie Tl m e e f e oo L N2 Lcsiimner L AT ELE i mmAd AarnaTl A A
vur CidoorQol 1ilibuvluc LIOI, LiaiDLJAdLY 1dUill1llUio 4l Liapel Lol o
token maintenance cost of $100,00 per year, thus aiding our
Conference in keeping to a bare minimum its expenses for the
physical aspects of its seminary program;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVEZD that we express our gratitude in the Lord to Peace Ev,
Lutheran Church for its continued brotherly cceperation, gen-
erosity and sacrifice in its promotion of this very necessary
work among us,

Resolution #4e

WHEREAS the sermon delivered by our President at the opening service of
this convention, as well as that delivered in the Sunday Divine
Service by our Vice-president, were found to be especially ed-
ifying to the delegates, guests, and visitors in attendance; and

WHEREAS the delegates and gucsts at this convention received 2lso special
encouragement and strength from the various devetions conducted
by our pastors during the sessions; and

WHEREAS we were particularly edified by the special essays presented
during this convention on the authority of Holy Scripture and
the doctrince of justification as thesc nre also found and
epitomized in our Lutheran Confessions;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the convention thank Fastors Natterer and Schaeffex
for their edifying messages, and Pastors Styx and Mensing for
their thorough, informative and edifying ¢ssays, and that we ex-
press our gratitude also te the pastors as a group for the special
devotions conducted by them at this convention.
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Resolution # 5

WHEREAS a convention of this n-~ture requires that its vorious officers and com=-
mittees have at their disposal office spzce for the preparation of re-
ports and resoluticns, as well as a variety of business machines for
typing and duplicating thc same;

THEREFORE B IT RESOLVED that we express snecial thanks to St. Luke'’s Lutheran
Church and particularly to its pastor for making classroom space avail-
able tc our delegates for their work and for providing appropriate of-
fice cquipment for their use throughout this convention,

Resolution #6:

WHEREAS the 1979 convention delegated to the congregation of which the Confer-
ence Treasurer is a member the responsibility for auditing the official
Conference financial records and providing a special report to the con-
vention assembled 2t this present mectings

THEREFORE BE IT RESCLVED that we heartily thank Peace wv. Lutheran Church of
Tinley Park, Illinois, for its careful and exacting work in auditing
the books of the Conference Treasurer, source records, financizl state-
ments and fiscal procedures and for its subsequent report to this con-
vention,

Resolution #7:

WHEREAS the officers, standing committees, and appointed committees have served
our beloved Conference faithfully during the past fiscal year under the
continued blessing of the Lord of the Church;

THEREFORE Bi IT RwSCLVED that we exwnress our gratitude for all that these
brethren have wrought in their dedicated Christian scrvice to cur
Conference during the past yonr of grace; and

BE IT FURTHER RsSOLVED that we call upon the Holy Spirit to grant a rich measure
of His grace to those brothren whe have boen elected to positions of
leadership in our midst for the ceming fiscal year, so that all they
think, say and do may be in accordance with God's Holy Word, to His
glory alone, and for the continued prosperity of His kingdom among us.,

Resolution #8:

WHerEAS St, Luke's Lutheran Church of Scattle, Washington, has shown itself to
be a4 most grezeilous host to the 29th Annual Convention of our beloved
Conference by extending to delegates and guestsloving Christian hospi-
tality in its church building and in the homes of its members; and

WHEREAS the devoations and divine services conducted during this special commen-
orativc convention were beautified by special organ and choral music
to the priise of our Lord and Savior, the Head of His Church; and

WHEREAS we were privileged to enjoy not only nourishment for our bodies throush
the dedicated service of both the Jd-dies and the men of the congregation
but received alse in rich abundance ncurishment for our souls in the
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Bread if Life, God's p
body and blood ns gucs

cious Vord, and in the Sacrament of Christ's
of Chri con

re
ts ongregation;

P

THEREFORE Br IT RESOLVED that the Ccncordia Lutheran Conference cxpress its
whole-heartcd groatitude to the pastor and members of this congregation
for their most loving and liberal hospitality and Christian fcllowship
which contributed to the general success of th. convention, to our
spiritual edificaticn, and to our ohysical cemfort; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED thot the Confsrence especinlly thrank lir, Stephen Rloedel
for serving 2s the organist for this convention and using his special
talents for the glory of the Savior and Head of the Church, and that
we express cur gratitude alsc to the men's cholr of St, Luke's congre-
gation for the special choral offerings at both convention services,
to Mrs. Paul Luedtke for the special floral arrangements which beaut-
ified the sanctuary, and tc Miss Jeanne Bloecdel for her capcble and
loving care of the children present on the grounds during sessions,
as well as to those who provided wholesome recreation for delegates
and guests during evening hours; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, above all others, we praise and magnify the Lord
of thc Church, our gracious Savicor, for the bountiful blessings He has
continued to bestow upon our Conference by His ncver-failing gracc,
particularily that by His Holy Spirit he has preserved us in true unity
of faith and ccnfession through His Word and has kept us loyal to our
precious heritage in the Lutheran Confessions, which by His grace He
not only caused to be written and prescrved throughout thc past four
centuries, but by which we cnn alsco in the future 211 "speak the same
thing and be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment," (1 Corinthians 1:10) and that as we believe, we will
continue also to speak, always in accordance with His Holy Werd.

(2 Corinthians 4113)

(Secretary's notes The asterisks in the left margin of the Minutes mark

passed motions, actious, or dceisions of the Convention other than routine
L o) . \

reception of reports, ete.,)
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