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SER:IOI] PREACHED AT THE OPENDIG SERVICE

by the Rev. H, David llensing, President
Tinley 'Pn'r‘l'r TI1linois

Revelation 3:11

Dear Brethren in Christ Jesus and His Word:

Already in the day of the Apostle Peter, he vrote in his First Epistle (L:7):
"The Day of the Lord is at hand." Since we are living today close to 2,000 years
later, the modernistic religious teachers scoff at the Word of God as though it
vere altogether mistaken. But in his Second Epistle Peter writes of these very
people (II Pet, 3:3-L): "There shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the
creation." And he adds in verse 8 the explanation of how our Lord regards this
seeming long delay, saying, "But beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that
one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day,"
In view of this we have chosen as our convention motto this year: "Our Faithful-
ness to the Lord in the Light of Judgment Day," or more briefly stated: "Be
Thou Faithful!"

Our convention essayist will point out from Holy Scripture in greater detail
that the day of the Lord, the Last Day of this world, and the Day of Judgment is
indeed nigh at hand. And to open this convention I have chosen to bring before
you as its keynote this earnest admonition of the Lord Jesus Himself:

"Behold, I come quickly;
Hold that Fast vhich thou Hast, that No lan Take thy Crown!"

I.

If then wve consider this earnest admenition of our ILord Jesus by asking first,
"That is this crowm which we Christians possess and to which our Savior bids us hold
Fast?l, s the answer lies in the immediate contex®t and also in a slightly more remote
context just one chapter before our text. It is the same crown which Jesus gave
to this faithful church in the ancient city of Philadelphia in Asia Minor and also
to His faithful church in Smyrna,

To the church in Philadelphia He writes through the Apostle John: "Thou hast
a little strength, and hast kept my Word, and hast not denied my name." (v.8) To
the other faithful church, in Smyrna, He refers to it as "the croun of life."
(2:10) And again in our owm chapter, He says to the church in Philadelphia: "Be-
cause thou hast kept the word of my patience... Him that overcometh will T mak
a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more oub," (v. 10 & 12)
showing that the crown of which 'Ie speaks is, in its final culmlnatw on, the crowm
of everlasting life in heaven. The crown, therefore, of which He also speaks to
us and which we by His grace now have in our possession consists not in any large-
ness, greatness, or strength and influence in an earthly sense, but much rather
in the possession of His precious 'ord, the Holy Scripbures of the 0ld and Hew
Testament, with all their concomitant blessings, -- above all the central doctrine
of that Word, that a poor sinner is justified before God alone by God's grace,
tharough faith in Christ Jesus, and its culmination, the everlasting crowm of life
in heaven,

Yet, possessing the croun does not mean merely to have the Bible in our homes
and churches but to keep it, as Jesus points out. (v. § & 10) This word "keep",

-3
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as the original language shows, means "to attend to carefully, to guard it against
nisuse, and to hold to it firmly." This was not always done by those to wvhom the
crovm was given.

Already in the days of the Apostle Paul, he had to warn the Thessalonians and
say: "The mystery of iniquity doth already work." (2 Thess. 2:7) Then, especially
from the third and fourth centuries on, attacks on the doctrines of the Bible did
not stop but kept increasing until, at the time of Iuther, the Holy Scriptures
were so covered over with man-made teachings that even the central doctrine; just~
ification by faith alone, was hardly known and believed, Luther, under God, re-
stored the pure doctrine of God's Word. But that was not the end of it., Contro-
—orsies continued after ILuther's time and after the time of orthodoxy, or right
teaching,-= Pietism and Rationalism, on to the present day, so that even todsy
atheists have the Bible and ridicule it. lodernists have the Bible and try Their
best to cast suspicion on it, Liberal Lutherans, or, as they like to call them-
selves, "moderates," no longer accent it as the verbally inspired, inerrant Hord
of God, the Word of Jesus, even denying that Jesus is the only ay to heaven.
(Corpare John 1l:6) There are alsc otherwise conservative Lutherans, with whom
we would like to find ourselves in doctrinal and confessional agreement (I Cor.
1:20), but who, to bolster their false position, simply change the words of Jjesus
to mean vhat they don't say. That is, in the Savior's owm words, "teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men." (Clatt., 15:9) And of this He says even of old
through His prophet Jeremiah: "Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the Lord,
that use their tongues and say, He salth " (Jer., 23:31) And again, through the
saime prophet: "Cursed be he that doeth the work of the Lord deceitfully." (Jer.
1,8:10) e are being faced today not with mere complications, not with misunder-
stendings, but vith the plain falsification of Jesus' Uord!

ly brethren, the crovm which our Savior has given us and to which we by His
grace still hold fast is His pure word and doctrine,-- nothing more or lecs--~ith
of course its chief jewel, justification alone by grace through faith, which cul-
riinates in the everlasting crowm of 1life in heaven

Lile sac iy CF Ol Li.¢ il LIT GV Clie

1T,

And now, my brethren, my fellow Tutherans, delegabes of the churches or con=-
gregations comprising our Conference, vhat are we going to do with the B””ClOJS
croun? Shall we still today and in the future hold it fast for curselves and our
children and future generations? Or shall we, lile most of the churches in the
early centuries and today, permit it to slip slowly but steadily and surely from
our grasp? These are questions which the Savior challenges every one of us to
ansuver as He says in the context: "He that hath an ear, let him hear uwheo' the
Spirit saith unto the churches," (v. 13) and bthen adds the challenge iteczlf in
our text: "Behold, 1 come quicklys hold that fast which thou hast, that no man
(nore precisely in the original,) "no one", take thy crown.”

Do you know, do you stop to realize, that this is a most timely weraing to us,
who today possess so great a treasure? Do you realize that, right now, thrre cre
ncrsonal beings and influences all about us that threaten to make us losz o
rmasn on the treasure of the true Word, on the pure doctrine of that Vord, ths
true and saving faith, and the crown of life in heaven? These are, in short, in
the vords of Scripture, the temptations of the devil, the wicked world, and ouwr
evil flesh.

There is then, first of all, the devil himself, that old Evil Foe of God and
=z, who, though we don't see him because hé is a spirit, walks about in this ~orld

ike a hungry lion, seeking whom he may devour. (I Pet. 5:8) He will surcly use
every device and trick at his disposal, including his seed (Gen. 3:15), inclviing

L
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the evil angels and wicked men, t0 make us doubt the truth, the clarity and the
authority of God's Word, to £ill us with indifference and uncertainty about our
Christianity; so that, as he wickedly hopesy he may by his cunningness somehow,
some time, some way male us lose our hold upon the crowm, -- and then, just then,
snatch it from us.

Then there confronts us, secondly and thirdly, coupled together as allies of
Satan, the terptations of the world and the wreakhesses and sinful inclinations of
our own sinful flesh.

Anmong these, approaching us from without, is the ever-growing spirit of atheism
and "science falsely so called" (I Tin, 6: 20), that increasingly tempts especially
our youth to give up or at least for the first to regard with questioning eye the
ancient Holy Scriptures and the old Gospel of Salvation:

There is among men everyuhere, ~~ anc this touchles us Christians too -- a
carnal pride, a hankering to be bigger than e are, more powerful and influential,
even at the cost of the crovm. In these times of high economy there is Uldespread
also among us Christians, a spilrit of worldly selfishness s, a lust for lwrury, a
longing to enjoy to the full the pleasures and material advantages of our modern
world. And this in turn could well hinder the spread and prosperity of Christ's
kingdom and ab length tale from us or ouwr children the crown, unless tre earnestly
resist these materialistic tendencies of our age and by increased effort and
sacrifice build up and strengthen "the walls of Jerusalem."

Then there is still another prominent temptation threatening to take away
from us our spiritual heritage because it hos to do with the very cure of all the
other evils, It is the streamlined life in vhich we are living today, so crammed
with multitudinous activities that, coupled with our weak and sinful flesh, it
makes it easy simply to say: "I have no time," no time to take full advantage of
the various opportunities offered by my church to groy in grace, no time at home
either, to sit guietly with our children at the feet of Jesus for the One Thing
Needful, to be strengthened in the faith and be enabled by God's grace ever 1o
hold fast more surely to the crovm!

thhat? 1lo time? Yes, we still have 168 hours in every wee':, and we don't
need all these hours for purely earthly pursuits. Bub we don't always use our
time wisely. Ve have in many respects lost our sense of values, and it is
seriously to be considered wvhether we all still truly believe that wonderful vord
of our Savior: "Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you." (iiatt. 63 33)

Yet, on the other hand, there is very little time left for us penitently to

amend our ways, not nerely b:,' proudly wearing the crowm but alsc by grasping it

more surely and firmly in our hands of faith., For Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
our Savior, calls out and earnestly beseeches us once azain today, as we bezin
o review and plan the joint work of our churches in this Conference convention:
"Behold, I come gquickly; hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy
crotm!” Amen.,
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SERMOI PREACHED AT THE SUIDAY SERVICE
by the Rev. P. R. Bloedel,

Santtle. Taghineton

2OV VAE,y LasSiAdlg vl

Hebrews 10:25

Dear members of Peade Iutheran Church, pastors and delegates of our Concordia
Iutheran Conference, visitors and friends:

"PAITHFULITESS TO THE IORD 71° THS TIGHT OF JUDGIENT DAY!" What a vonderful and
impressive motto for the 28th Annual Convention of our Conference. And you can
readily see hou this motto is set before you once again in the text which I have
chosen for this morning's meditation from the Book of Hebrews, in the 25th verse
from the 10th chapter, "llot forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as

4 e ons andth and an rinh the WMore o aee
the manner of some is; but exhorting ons another: and so much the more, as ye see

the day approaching,!

IHuch ado is being made today over the so-called Holocaust. Since the trouble
in the nuclear power plant at 3-mile Island, protest marches against the use of
nuclear energy have stirred up emotions throughout the nation. The energy crises,
inflation and the danger of o grim recession, the SALT Agreement, and the elaborate
preparations in the area of offense and defense in the event of a nuclear attack,
too much rain, floods, drought and famine, the changes in the weather pattern in
this 20th century, tornados and earthquakes at places never before affected. All
these things have caused the unbelieving peonle of this world to be alarmed and to
spend huge sums of money to be properly prepared for any eventuality--for safety
and security.

e Christians, however, know that our risen and living Savior rules and fills
all things with His divine power and majesty--~that He governs and controls the
entire universe, all the nations of the world, the inventive genius of man, and
the elements of nature in such a way that the true believer's welfare and benefit
is alirays served--for the Bible assures us that "all things work together for
good to them that love God!" (Rom. 8:28)

But there IS a Holocaust coming-- a Holocaust described in the most terrify-
ing words; worse destruction than the great flood when everyone on earth perished
except lloah and his familys; greater destruction than that which was brought upon
Sodom and Gomorrah vhen God rained fire and brimstone from heaven and completely
obliterated those cities of the plain; greater devistation and terror than that
which occurred at the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus in 70 AD when human blood
literally floved in the streets, dead bodies ere piled up in great heaps outside
the city walls, and women roasted and ate the flesh of their own children.
TERRORS-~you say? Yes indeed, bubt GRUATER TPRRORS than these will accompany the
Last Day of the World when "the heavens being on fire shall be desolved, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat," "When the heavens shall pass away writh a
great noise, the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the
works that are therein shall be burned up!" And in the days preceding the end
of the world "men's hearts will fail them for fear and for looking after those
things that are coming upon the earth," for "nation will rise against nation and
kingdom against Iringdom," false prophets and false Christs 1will arise and will
deceive many, the hearts of many wvho professed themselves to be Christians vill
have waxed cold and the terrors and awfulness of those days will try the hearts
even of those vho are predestined to eterndl salvation. e will, therefore con-
sider as our theme for this morning's meditation:

=6
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The Great Importance Of Being Faithful in Assembling
Ourselves Together in Public Worship

1le shall see: 1, It is God's willg
2, It is for our spiritual and eternal uvelfare; and
3. Tt is urgent.

I'

"It's not my life's style to go to church every Sunday!" "I don't mind going
to church in the winter time, but in the summer time T regard my week-ends as my
vacation for camping and outings with my family-~after all, I take the Bible along
and we can gather together for family devotions." And so it is the custom of
some to think lightly of the divine service in the house of God and to minimize
its importance., Well, is it really so important after all? It IS important,
vitally important--because it is GOD'S WILL for your life, and despising the
Will of God is something to be greatly concerned about. God says, "ot forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is."

It is evident that the "assembling ‘together" in our text is V0T merely a
chance gathering of Christians, not even the assembling of a Conference or Synod
in convention, BUT the gathering together which the Lord Himself has commanded,
namely, of the Local Congregation of Christians for the purpose of regularily
hearing the Word of God, partaking of the Lord's Supper, Baptizing, praying to-
gether, singing praises to God and giving for the support and extension of His
cingdom.,

If you, together with your fellow Christian s, in harmony with God's Tord,
have called a pastor, it is then your duty before God to HEAR the Word of God
vhich he publicly proclaims in your behalf and in the name and by the command of
Christ. The Lord God Himself deals with you through human ministers, men with

3]
hunan failings and frailties, when His Word is preached. Knowing this, you should

not refuse or devise a way to neglect hearing them, but you should be eager, ready,
and willing to hear them as gladly as you should be to hear Christ Himself in
person, for the Lord Jesus says concerning His earthly messengers, '"He that hear-
eth you, heareth ile!" Especially when you know from Scripture that God has in-
stitubed the office of the Christian ministry, the pastoral office, as the high-
est office in the Church to which all other offices are auxiliary, that He has
ordained that the Gospel should be preached bv qualified men who are called into
the ministerial or pastoral office by Christians in every locality, it is then
His holy ¥ill that you should not think that it is sufficient to use the written
Yord of God BUT AISO regularily to HEAR the public preaching of God's Word
according to Christ's command--knowing that a refusal to hear such preaching is
to disregard and to despise the Tord Christ Himself.

Remember the llord of God which says, "He that is of God HEARETH God's Word,

ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God;" '"Keep thy foot when thou
goest into the house of God, and be more ready to HEAR than to give the sacrifice
of fools, for they consider not that they do evil;" "I was glad when they said

unto me, Let us go unbo the house of the Lord;" "In the congrepations will I
bless the Lord;" "Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thy house, and the place
where Thine honor dwelleth;" "Blessed are they that HEAR the Tjord of God and
keep it;" "They continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship,
and in brealring of bread, and in prayers," "When ye received the Word of God
which ye HEARD of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but, as it is in
truth, the Mord of God." To hear and to learn Ged's Word and thus to grow in
spiritual wisdom and uwnderstanding is the CHIEF PART of all true Christian tor-
ship. O how important it is then to assemble ourselves together regularily and

T
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faithfully to hear the Word of our God according to His Will and Cormand!
IT.

The regular hearing of God's tlord in the public worship service then we as-
semble together with our fellow Christians, also involves a precious pronmise, for
God says, "As the rain cometh downh, and the snow, from heaven, and returneth not
thither, but watereth the earth and maketh it bring forth and bud that it may give
seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall Iy ord be that goeth forth out
of liy mouth; it shall not return uwnto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which
I please, and it shell prosper in the thing whereto I sent it," Here we are told
that when God's Word is regularily preached (as the rain and snow regularily
nourish the fruitful earth) it will accomplish what God pleases and will prosper.
But what is it that such a regular preaching of God's Yord and the frequent use
of the Visible llord in the Sacrament will accomplish? Hew will it become pros-
perous? It prospers and it accomplishes what God wants when it makes people be-
lievers in Jesus their Savior and preserves them in this faith unto life eternal--
and this promise is effected or accomplished in every local visible Christian
congregation. This happened when you became a Christian and, by God's grace,
through the regular use of UVord and Sacrament, have been kept in the true and
saving faith unto this day! Thus the Bible tells us, "It pleased God by the fool~
ishness of preaching to save them that believe" and "faith cometh by HCARITG, and
hearing by the Word of God." The Iaw and Gospel is rightly divided and the vhole
counsel of God is regularily preached from this pulpit and from every pulpit in
our beloved Conference. In our congregations also the Lord!'s Supper is admin-
istered regularly for our souvl's health. How important it is then, for our spir-
itual and eternal welfare, "not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together
as the manner of some is" but to be faithful in gathering together rith our fel-
low Christians in our respective local congregations for public worship.  Here
only do we have God's promise that His ord will not return to Him empty, but will
accomplish what He pleases and will prosper in the purpose for which He sent it.

IIT.

The great importance of heeding this Word of God in our text is also brought
out by its URGEI'CY. "So much the more," our text tells us, "as ye see the day
approaching!™ o one vho is a true Christian 1ill deny that e are indeed living
in the last days. We can see the Tast Day coming as we observe the signs about
us everyvhere in this world. That great Holocaust will soon be upon us-~ithen
people least expect it, for Jesus says, "As the lightning cometh out of the east
and shineth even unto the west, so shall also the coming of the Son of ilan be."
and "as a thief in the night" it will take the people of this world by surprise!
Then the unbelieving people of this world will cry out for the mountains to fall
on them and for the hills to cover them. Jesus says, "Then will be twe in the
field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding
at the mill; the one shall be teken, and the other left!" The one will be received
into the joys of heaven; the other will be abandoned to the everlasting torments
of helll Tet us then do all in our power that we may not be among those who are
left abandoned on the Day of Judgment!

We rmust constantly then be exhorted by the Word of God, out of love for our
Savior, to do battle against our sinful flesh, against this wretched world in
which we live, and against Satan, the o0ld evil foe of God and man. And we hear
such exhortation whenever we assemble ourselves together for public worship-~-and
through that Word of God the Holy Ghost "strengthens and preserves us steadfast
in His Vord and faith unto our endi’ This is wvhat God wants for us all!l

Ve Imow, according to Scripture and as Luther tells us in his Large Catechism,

-8~
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that all of us carry our Old Adam about our necks who exalts himself and incites
us daily to unchastity, laziness, gluttony, drunkenness, avarice, and deception.
The world also causes us often to stumble in owr faith, to sin in word, deed, and
thought, to become impatient and easily angered. In this world there is nothing
but hatred, enmity, jealousy, viclence, unfaithfulness, vengeance, cursing, wan-
tonness, sexual sin, slander, pride, rebellion, haughtiness, superflous finery,
honor, affluency, fame, and power--where the most vile sins are looked upon as
something interesting, even praiseworthy and socially acceptable. Then comes the
devil, inciting and provoking in all directions but especially agitating matters
that concern the conscience and spiritual affairs, namely, to induce you to
despise and to disregard the Word and works of God, to tear you away from faith,
hope, and love, and bring you into misbelief; carnal security, and hardening of
the heart, or, on the other hand, to despair, blasphemy, and denial of God. These
are indeed snares and nets, yes, real fiery darts which are shot most venomously
into the heart,; not by flesh and blood, but by the devil.

Great and grievous are these dangers and temptations, especially as we see
the day approaching--so that every hour you are in this vile 1life, you are attacked
on all sides, chased, and hunted dowm so that you are moved to cry out and pray to
God that He would not permit you to become weary and faint, and to relapse into
shame and unbelief. Therefore, the words of our text are urgent and imperative
that you (as an individual Christian) be faithful in your atiendance at the
divine service with the members of your local congregation, "not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is; but exhorting one an-
other: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching!" Then, by God's
grace, ve may still finally overcome and obbain the victory--for Jesus' sake, in
His name, and through Iis pouver alone! Amen.
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PRESIDENTTIAL REPCRT

"Oh that I had a thousand voices

To praise my God with thousand tongues!

ily heart, which in the Lord rejoices,

Would then proclaim in grateful songs

To all, wherever I might be,

What great things God hath done for me," (TIH, 330 v.1)

lest this be considered only my ovn personal expression of praise to the Lord,
let me remind you, rather, that it bespeaks the praises of us all, my dear breth-
ren. For this hymn is based on Psalm 126, where the holy writer . speaks for all his
brethren, praising the Lord for their return from captivity, and saying especially
in verse 3: "The Tord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad."

The Lord hath indeed done great things for us; whereof we are glad. Let us
all, and this includes the younger among us, not forget His great mercies! e
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. (Eph. 2:3) But God, who is
rich in mercy, redeemed us by the precious blood of His dear Son, and, by His

hely Spirit, raised us up together and made us sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus (v. L-6), freeing us from the captivity of Satan himself.

Furthermore, in the eerly 1950's, when most of us who are in our Conference
today found ourselves veritably captive in our former synodical affiliation, cap-
tive in a churchly organization that permitted false doctrine and practice to

stand side-by-side with the Truth, and captive in human tyranny over consciences
-b()ﬂYld in God's ‘Tnvﬂn our n'v‘nr\': ous God freed us also frorﬂ that ng-n'f--uvﬂ'f"tr and

mnd in God gracious capti
simultaneously kept us from "taking the easy way out" by simply affiliating with
larger bodies whose doctrine and practice, too, is today not right. e guided us
instead, in our various small churches or congregations, to hold together in this

little Conference the unity of His Spirit in the bond of peace (uyu. 4:3), as

observed and celebrated this last year.

Tre
W

ilow for another year our dear Lord has continued still to be with us, to
guide and bless us in our houes, in our congregations, and in the joint work of
our Conference. As we thank and praise Him today, we also tale this occasion to
thank the other officers and committees of our Conference and all the brethren for
their faithful support of our work, and especially the Vice President for his
valued help and counsel.

The business of this convention will be laid before us in the printed Agenda
and in the Prospectus; and, with sreater detail, by the reports and recormenda=
tions of our standing committees, the floor committees, the Board of Directors,
by two memorials offered in the Prospectus, and possibly also directly from the
floor.

i/hile it is not my purpose now to enter unon or to pre-advise on the dis-
position of these matters, there are two concerns to which I invite your most
special attention~-- the vork of our Committee on Lutheran Union (CIU) because it
entails very special problems, and the work of our Seminary because the need of
further students is critical if our people in the near fuvbture and in the genera-
tions to come are not to be "sheep without a shepherd."

The :0tto of our convention thic year«is: "Our Faithfulness to the Lord in
the Light of Judgment Day," or more briefly stated: "Be thou faithful." This,

having been presented already in the opening sermon, will be treated at greater
length by our ILssayist and in the Sunday Service.
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There is one request, brethren, which it is necessary however at this time
for me personally to make of you. Due to a series of grave and long-lasting local
problems this past winter and also matters of no little concern in our Conference
work,-~ which both together have caused ne unusval and unrelenting physical stresses,
my earthly physician, finding my health othertrise still good, has seriously ad-
vised that "my work-load be limited to immediate duties." Hence, in order to con-
tinuve faithfully first of all in the work of my congregation’ and the work of our
Seninary, I ask that, for this next Conference year at least, our brethren exempt
me from any Conference position of strenucus leadership. According to the will
of my heavenly Physician, I will of course be happy still to assist, in faithful-
ness to the Lord, wherever desired and vherever possible.

In conclusion, let me invite you to begin, continue, and end this convention
with continued zeal for the work of the Tord and Savior of His church, but alwvays
"zeal according to Imouwledge" (Rom. 10:2). And let us continue in all our ways to
be thankfulful and gratefully, yes, lovingly faithful to Him who hath done great
things for us, vhereof we are glad; and who is able still "to do exceeding abun~
dantly above all that we ask or think, ...Unto Him be glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." (Gph. 3:20-21)

Respectfully submitted,

H. David llensing, President

e have reviewed the Report of the President of our Conference and found it
to be informative, factual, and edifyinb° It has given us a fitting guide and

introduction to the worl: before us at this convention. Especially it reminds us
of the rich blessings we have from the Lord, -~ not the least of which is the

precious unity and fellowship we share in our little Conference.

Tle wish to express our deep, heart~felt thanks to our President for his
labor of love this past year -- as well as for the continued sacrifice he, as our
President, has given us throughout these past three years.

e thank especially the Lord for such a faithful servant, and for preserving
his health through the often demanding responsibilities of the office. 'le pray
that the Lord sustain him now as he leaves this office and grant him a restful
reprieve, and that the Lord sustain and strengthen him in all his continuing duties.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Randall D, Styx

lalter F. I'ischer
Loren Reil
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CONVEITTION TSSAY:

OUR FATTHFUNTESS TO THE IORD T TIN LIGHT OF JUDGIZN'T DAY

by Rev, 1l L. Natt

The believers in the 0ld Testament longingly looked forward to the coming
Christ in the flesh! That first Gospel promise given to our first parents in the
Garden of Eden, "I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy
seed and her Seed it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel® (Gen.
3:15), was surely understood by Adam and Eve {Then Eve bore her first son, Cain,
she exclaimed, as Dr. Wn, Beck following Luther translates, "I have gotten a man,
the LORD." She thought that Cain was that promised Seed of the woman. The pro-
mise of the Savior was repeated many times throughout the Cld Testament to the
believers. And we hear David, for example, longingly crying out, "Oh that the
salvation of Israel were come out of Zion!" (Ps. 53:6). Relying on the divine pro-
nises, the 0ld Testament believers! faith was nol put to shame. In the Gospel of
ILuke we note the great joy on the part of the believers as expressed in the Vir-
gin lary's ilagnificat (Tuke 1:L6~55) and Zacharias! hymm of praise (Iuke 1:67-75).
So also in Iuke 2 vhen the Christchild is brought to the Temple Anna "coming in
that instent gave thanks likewise unto the Iord, and spake of Him to all them
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem." (v. 38)

How as the believers in the 01d Testament waited for the appearance of the
promised Seed of the woman, so the believers of the Hew Testament wailt for the
glorious appearance of Christ on the Tast Day. Thus the Apostle Paul describes
the Christians as "waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." (I Cor. 1:7)
And in his Epistle to Titus he depicts the Christians as "looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus
Christ." (2:13) Just as surely as God fulfilled the 01d Testament promises con-
cerning the 1st coming of the Seed of the woman, so also He will fulfil [is prom-
ise of the 2nd coming of the Lord Jesus,

In the light of this glorious truth we should vier everything in this life
in 1ts proper perspective. '"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ.” (II Cor. 5:10) T1/hat an incentive for us Christians to "wallk circum-
spectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are
evil." (Eph. 5:15,16) 1le Christians out of love for our dear Savior whose blood
has cleansed us from all sins (I Jn. 1:7), should strive to please Him in all that
we think, say and do. How fitting, therefore, is the motto sclected for our Con-
vention this year: BE THOU FAITHFUL! Ilay our dear heavenly Father grant us the
aid of His Holy Spirit as we in the light of our Convention Theme direct our
attention to our essay theme:

CUR FAITHFUNIITESS TO T:E TORD IV THE LIGHT OF JUDGIZT DAY!

When we refer to faithfulness to the Lord we naturally include faithfulness
to HIS WORD! Ilany object to this and declare it to be unnatural to include His
Yord, particularly all of it. Voices raised within visible Christendom vould
have us to distinguish between the words spoken by the Lord Jesus and the rest of
Holy 'Irit so that the words of Jesus are then regzarded as being inspired while
the rest of Scripture contbains men's words and therefore subJect to errors. Think,
for example, of the turmoil being caused in the Ilissouri Synod because of the
position taken by Rev. Paul G. Brebscher of Valparaiso, Indiana, who contends that
the Scriptures use the term "the Uord of God" only to refer to Jesus and the Gos-
pel and never to the rest of the Scriptures’. Such distinctions, of course, eman-
ate from thc faith of all lies, the devil himself. (Jn. 8:L4) For after all,
where do we learn about the true God -- Father, Son, and Holy Ghost? -~ From the
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revealed Will of God in the Scriptures. While the whole realm of nature and the
testimony of our conscience tell us that there is indeed someone who has created
and sustains all things and who will demand a reckoning, nonetheless, the revealed
knowledge of Ged in the Holy Scriptures alone tells us of the love of our dear
heavenly Father in Christ Jesus that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life (Jn. 3:16),

Besides, we do not learn about the Lord Jesus and His salvation through pri-
vate revelations and visions but rather through the gracious operation of the Holy
Spirit by neans of the Word. "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Uord of
God" (Rom. 10:17). "Being born again, not of corrup’clble seed, but of incorrupti-
ble, by the Tord of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." (I Pet. 1:23) The
TLord Jesus, moreover, connects Himself to the words of Holy Scripture when He de-
clares in the Gospel of :larl:; "Thosoever therefore shall be ashamed of iie and of

liy "Tords in this adulterous and sinful generation; of hin also shall the Son of
llan be ashamed,; vhen He cometh in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."

Aol wiaPil T LLILT L vile .01 iAo LAV

(ilark 8:38)

Inspiration of the Scriptures does not nerely cover the words which Christ
spoke as recorded in the gospels -- it extends to every word of Scripture. TFor
"all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." (IT Tim. 3:16,17) And
again the Apostle declares, "We speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth,
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth." (I Cor. 2:13)

Therefore, he vho is not faithful to every doctrine of the Scriptures is not
ng faithful to the Lord Jesus who tells us, "If ye continue in Iiy Word, then
are ye ly disciples indeed." (John 8:31)

The tii:es in whdich ve live are indeed very 'bryinv times. Our forefathers

rn ng it I anvlcr Aameadssand s A0 Alrasmanls 41 devil +tvied

f[ave rigaily declared that in the ear 1y cenvuries ol the church the devil tried
to root out the church by physical persecution of the Christians but he did not
succeed; now he thinks he can succeed by false doctrine! e are surely living in
such times! "ho can begin to count the almost innumerable cults and isms that
have sprung into existence especially during the last century! It is as the Lord
Jesus foretells, "ilany false prophets shall rise, end shall deceive many." (ilatt.
2L:11) And ve Christians are earnestly to talie such words to heart! TFor the
Tord of the Church warns us, "BEUARE of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves." (liatt. 7:15). And many of these
cults are growing by leaps and bounds! Several years ago, for example, the lior-
mon organization announced that its membership increased by more than 186,000 to
3.57 million. They listed 95,412 converts most of whom were brought into their
organization by their 23,000 missionaries throughout the world. The Jehovah's
Witnesses also boast of the great increase in numbers.

5..

lle also note the rapid increase in the followers of such cults as Baha'i
which states that all the great religions of the world are of divine origin and
differ only in non-essentials. All religions are considered as nerely different
stages along the same path of truth and their founders were all bearers of auth-
entic nessages from God. The Baha'i cause is not an American movement but rather
Persian, with roots in the Islamic faith. Instead of following ilohammed they
follored the selfw-appointed prophet, Baha'u'llah, who claimed that all religious
prophecies were fulfilled in him., A very imposing structure in Wilmetbte, I1li-
nois, reveals the sad fact that they have gained a foothold in the United States.
Like Baha'i, ilchammedanism has also esbablished itself within our country. In
Eugene, Oregon, for example, the :uslims purchased a building which formerly
belonged to a Church of Christ and which is now a mosque for Islam. Such culbs,
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of course, as the lloonies are familiar to all of us +rith the attention they have
received through our news media.

Would it not be wonderfvl if all those who bore the name Lutheran would stand
truly united in doctrine and practice against the manifestations of the devil in
these cults and isms! But, alas; such is not the case. Already our Lutheran
forefathers experienced the truth of the Apostle's words, "Also of your own selves
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them."
(Acts 20:30) And so it has been dotm through the years. There are those vwho, as
we sing in one of our hyms, '"always set forth something new, devised to change
Thy doctrine true." (TIH ;/292)

Allow me to tale you back for a few moments to the early years of that once
stalwart orthodox church body-- the ilissouri Synod. The controversies waged by
those valiant ILutherans who desired to remain faithful to the Lord's ord were
nuerous, One of those controversies is particularly significant for us because
certain aspects of that controversy have loomed once again with Lutheran circles.
It pertains to the Church and ilinistry.

Dr, Walther as the leader of the Saxon immigrants had to contend with the
Buffalo Synod and its leader, Rev. J. A. Grabau, because of their errors con-
cerning these two doctrines. One of Crabau's errors was: and synod, not an in-
dividual congregation, is the supreme tribunal to decide what is in accordance
or at variance with the ord of God in faith and practice. Dr, 'alther, on the
othcr hand, rightly insisted that all the rights and powers of the Church are
vested originally and immediately in the congregation and the duty to judge in
mabters pertaining to faith and practice rests with all Christia.ns, and to en-
able a congregation to carry out these rights and duties it is not necessary to
be a member of some synod or general body (Sketches from the History of the
Church by G. E. Hageman, 192h, p.227)

The eight Altenburg Theses which alther ha up in 18L1 wvere elaborated
upon and applied in his work: THE VOICE OF OUR CURCH on the Question Concerning
the Church and the ilinistry which was issued in 1852 and which also had the unani-
mous and enthusiastic approval of the 5th Convention of the Ilissouri Synmod at
iilwavkee, isconsin., Anyone can read this classic in the English translation by
Wm. Dallmann, W. H. T. Dau, and Th. Engelder entitled: Walther and the Church,
issued in 1938. The questions: Vhat is the Church? and, What is S the iinistry of
the Church? are answered by lalther from the Holy Scr:.ptures with ample testi-
monies frow the Lutheran Confessions. Bub most important, the real and only
source of his teaching was the Vord of God AIOUE which he insisted was to be the
sole authority in the Church.

This controversy concerning the doctrines of the Church and the Iinistry

not restricted to Rev., Brabau and the Duffalo Synod. It also involved Rev, 1.
Loehe and the Towa Synod. Concerning the conferring of the office upon the min-
ister, Loehe and the Iowa Synod maintained that the 0ffice was given to the Church
in its totality, not to its single members, while Dr, 'Jalther declared that "the
holy ministry is the power conveyed by God through the congregation, the possessor
of the priesthood and all church-power, to administer on behalf of the congre-
gation in public office the rights of the spiritual nriesthood" (Thesis VII of
Walther's Theses on the ulrwlstry)

In 18L7 at the organization of the iiissouri Synod we are told that a Pastor
Geyer and his lay delegate were present to.protest against the organizing of the
iidssouri Synod because they maintaired that there was no Scriptural authority for
such an institution. It was then pointed out to them that such an arrangement
properly lies within the province of Christian congregations, belonging in the
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sphere of Christian liberty; that the general command, Eph. L:3, and I Cor. 1lL:
LO authorizes it; and that Acts 15 establishes a proper precedent. An amendment
proposed by Trinity Church of St. Iouis, llissouri, declaring that Synod, in its
relation to the individual congregation, is to be nerely an advisory body, and
that its resolutions have no binding effect until adopted by the congregation as
not contrary to the ord of God and suited to its condition, was embodied in the
synodical constitution. (The Concordia Cyclopedia, 1927 Ed., L Fuerbringer, Th.
Engelder, P. E, Kretzmann, p.L87)

By the grace of God, Dr. Walther was faithful to the Lord's 'ord throughout
this controversy on the doctrines of the Church and the llinistry. Should we not,
my dear fellow-believers, earnestly take to heart the example of this man who
was so loyal to the VWord of God and who claimed in his presidential address at the
synodical convention of 1869: "A pupil, and I hope to Ged, a faithful pupil, of
Luther, I have, in all that I have publicly spoken and written in the past, simply
repeated in a stammering way the words of this last prophet." (alther and the
Church, p.16) In the controversy concerning the Church and the iHdnistry we must,
like Valther, first of all, allou the Scriptures to speak and then the testimony
of our dear Tutheran Confessions. And by God's grace, we do just that, Our

+ 9 +ha (e “wA 4l danvr 3 +ha
position concerning the Church and the :[inistry is the same one taught and held

by the orthodox Lutheran teachers in years gone by, not becavse of their great
gifts and learning, but because their theolosy was the theology of the Uord. Thus
our faith rests not upon the fathers but upon the bare text of Scripture (nuda
Scriptura) the same foundation of the fathers!' faith!

There are, at the present time, some controversies within the pale of
Lutheranism which trere not found in eit'ier Tuther's or 'Talther's day. Such is
the case with the ordination of women. In its 5th Biennial Convention in !linnea-
polis, llinnescta, June 25-July 1, 1970, the LCA as well as the ALC in its General
Convention that same year in San Antonio, Texas, officially endorsed the ordina-
tion of women pastors in their midst. The faculty of Christ Seminary—Seninex,
that liberal group vhich left the ilissouri Synod, also calls for the ordaining
of women pastors in a Study Document entitled: FCR TIIZ (RDTTATION OF VOITH. (See
Christian llews, ilay 28, 1979, p.6,7) Vhile the Ifissouri Synod officially opposes
the ordination of women to the lloly iiinistry, it allous women to vote and to
hold various offices in the congregation.

fe beseech the Lord of the Church to grant us the aid of His Holy Spirit
that we may remain faithful also to this teaching of Holy ""rit which very defin-
itely restricts the role of women in the church as is so plainly taught in such
passages as I Cor. 1L:3kL,35, "Tet your women keep silence in the churches: for it
is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience,
as also saith the lav. And if they 1rill learn anything, let them ask their hus-
bands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church;" And I Tim.
2:12, "But T suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man,
but to be in silence.”

Unionisn is another error vhich has gained the upper hand within the pale of
Lutheranisi. Uhen we read of joint worship and work of some so-called Lutherans
with those of practically any religious persuasion, then ve must assume that such
-are either woefully ignorant of what the lloly Scriptures teach concerning this sin
or they simply refuse to heed what the Lord comands. "ilou, I beseech you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ that ve all speak the sane thing
and that there be no divisions among you but that ve be perfectly joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” (I Cor. 1:10) Instead of stressing
purity of doctrine such unionists simmly ignore any doctrinal differences and
agree to disagree. The many texts vhich varn us against false teachers and false
doctrines are thus set aside by the unionists. "I beseech you, brethren, mark
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then vhich cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned; and avoid them.® (Rom. 16:17) Then the devil would tempt us to have altar,
pulpit and prayer fellowship with those vho are not one with js in doctrine, then
let us not yield but be faitliful to our Lord and His Vord even though we be hated
and ridiculed for our stand.

That shall we say about the permissive attitude on the part of many so-called
Lutherans with regard to the sin of abortion? 'Je are told that since January 22,
1973 the lives of more than six million unborn infants have been taken through
abortion right here in the United States! Iow while we may expect such things
from the unbelievers who do not regard the sanctity of human 1ife in accord with
Scripture, what about sowcalled Lutherans who sanction such killings at TLutheran
affiliated hospitals! Ve dare not forget that unborn children from the moment of
conception (Ps. 51:15) are human beings and therefore they come under the pro-
tection of the 5th Cormandment, "Thou shalt not kill." Scientific evidence clearly
demonstrates the humanity of the fetus. ithin li veeks after the union of egg
and sperm the heart is already pulsating. In the Scriptural account of ilary's
visit to her cousin, ve are told that vhen Elizabeth heard the voice of ilary, the
babe leaped in her womb." The evangelist Tuke then goes on to tell us that Eliz~-
abeth said, "As soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine eors, the babe
leaped in my womb for joy." (Tuke 1:ll)) [lizabeth very definitely speaks of John
as a human being even though her words were spoken several months before the
birth of John. Let us be faithful to our Lord and His Vord concerning the sanctity
of human life and not be sirayed by the cold rationalistic arguments of calloused
pro-abortionists.

uch a pernissive and indifferent attitude is also observed on the part of
mnny in Lutheran circles concerning the sin of homosexuality. In fact, a book
entitled "Embodiment" was recently published by the ALC's Augsburg Publiching
House which in very short order “explains away" the Biblical proof which in no
uncertain terus labels the act of homosexuality as a sin, The Scriptural account
of Scdom and Gommorrah, for example, is dealt with in the following manmners:
"Traditional explanation has held that the destruction of the two cities is the
positive sign of God's utter disapproval of homosexuality. Yet, there are com-
pelling reasons to doubt the accuracy of this interpretation. Current Old Testa-
ment scholarship generally holds that the story's major themes are the affront
to Cod's will in the breach of ancient Ilebrew hospitality. ...Sowe scholars doubt
that the verb "to Imow' in this story refers to sexual intercourse." (p.183)
Listen to the words of Dr. Luther as he comnents on Genesis 19:L,5: "The heinous
conduct of the people of Sodom is extraordinary, inasmuch as they departed from
the natural passion and longing of the male for the female, which was implanted
into nature by God, and desired what is altogether contrary to nature. Uhence
cores this perversity? Undoubtedly from Satan, vho, after people have once
turned away from the fear of God, so powerfully suppresses nature that he blots
out the natural desire and stirs up a desire that is contrary to nature.' (Luther's
Vorks, American Edition, Vol. III, p.255)

1Jith Luther we declare that the Scriptural witness against homosexuality is
clear. The Lord told the Israelites, "If a man also lie with mankind, as he
lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination.! (Lev. 20:13)
Let us then not be swayed by this "new morality" so rampant in our day and vhich
is espoused even by some so-called Tutherans but hold faithfully lile Dr. Iuther
to that Uord which also tells us, "Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with man-
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God." (I Cor. 6:9,10) ~-- See also the clear denun-
ciation of the sin of hormosexuality in Rom. 1:26,27.
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Unfortunately, we could go on in listing the errors vhich have entrenched
thenselves in Tutheran circles. But we shall let this suffice to show us that
surely we rmst be living in the last evil dawvs of the world. Dr. Pieper writes in
his Christian Dogmatics, Vol. ITI: "Christ specifically declares the rise of false
teachers in the Church to be a sign of the end. Vhy they are signs is not dif-
ficult to see. The Gospel has been purchased by Christ at great price through His
satisfactio vicaria (i.e., atonement for sin); at His command it is being pro-
claimed in the world; and 'it is the nower of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth.! Should not therefore all vho profess to be Christian teachers be
most diligently intent en delivering this message to men pure and unadulterated,
without detracting from it or adding to it? But vhat happens is what Christ fore-
told: 'ilany shall come in Iy name, saying,l am Christ; and shall deceive many.!
ilatt. 2l1:5) The denial of Christ's vicarious satisfaction itself has become
general anmong professed Christians. This is a state of things so abnormal, so
contrary to the purpose for which the Church exists, for vhich the world continues
to exist, that false teachers stand out among the signs of the Judgment and the
end of the world." (p.518) Iet us not prove to be cowardly soldiers and surrender
the Word of the Captain of ouvr salvation, but hold Iis banner of truth high in the
midst of a world abounding with false prophets and their lies!

Purity of doctrine is indeed a precious jewel. And our thenkfulness for
this unmerited treasure should abound in the fruits of our faith., As e should
earnestly contend for the faith once delivered unto the saints (Jude 3) so ue
should also strive to "let our light so shine before nen, that they may see your
good vorks, and hlorlfy your Father vhich is in heaven."” (ilatt. 5:16) Our faith-
fulness to the Lord and His "Tord is also to be revealed in our 1living a Christian
life in the light of Judgment Day. Tor the Apostle reminds us that "the heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat, the earth also and the works tnat are therein shall be burned up. Seeing
then that all these things s!:all be dissolved, vhat manner of persons ought ye
to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the
coiring of the day of God,.." (IT Pet. 3:10-12)

le are to be faithiful to our Tord be heeding His command to zo "into all the
rorld, and preach the gospel to every creature." (ilark 16:15) Our Christian
missionary labors should begin first in the home. 1hat a privilege for Christian
parents to bring their children to the Tord Jesus in the cleansing walers of re-
generation and to continue to bring their children up in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord. And vhere there is an unbelieving spouse, then let the believing
spouse not forsake the other but heed the words of the Apostle, "For what Imouest
thou, O wife, thether thou shalt save thy husband? or howr Imorrest thou, O man,
whether thou shalt save thy wife?! (I Cor. 7:16) From the home let such mission-
ary activity on the part of the Christian spread to all those with whom he comes
into contact. Thanks be to God, that thet Gospel thich the Lord Jesus has com~
nanded us to preach is not a dead word, "for it is the power of God untc salvation
to every one that believeth." (Rom. 1:16) Tt is the Vord through vhich God the
Holy Spirit is operative and engenders faith within the heart ol man who by
nature is spiritually blind, dead, and an enemy of God. ILet us therefore be dili~
gent confessors of the zood neus of our salvation in Christ who says concerning
ilis Gospel, "And this Gospel of the Iingdom shall be preached in all the vorld
for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come." (ilatt. 2h:1il)

Tiving our lives in the light of Judgment Day means that we need to remind
ourselves that we are only stransers and pilgrims in this world, that we "use
thls world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth array." (I Cor.
7:31) "Teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present vorld:; looking for that blessed

s -

hope, and the glorious appearing of the preab God and our Savior Jesus Carist; vho
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gave Himself for us, that He might redeen us from all iniquity, and purify unto
Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works,” (Titus 2:12-1k) Recognizing
these Scriptural truths we are not to give in to vindictiveness but leave retali~
ation to our Lord at His coming. "Recompense to no man," writes the Apostle, "evil
for evil, Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, avenze not
vyourselves, but rather give place unto wvrath: for it is written, Vengeance is iiine;
I will repay, saith the Lord." (Rom. 12:17-19) If any of us suffers "as a Chris-
tian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf." (I Pet. l:
12) "Tor I reckon that the sufferings of this present time arc not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us." (Zlom. 8:18)

TLet there be no mistalie, the last days of the world are evil days! "ile must
through ruch tribulation enter into the Iringdom of God." (Acts 1L:22) The ILord
Jesus declares, "T'or then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the
bezinning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days
should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake
those days shall be shortened." (iiatt, 2L:21,22) And not only do e Christians
have the temptations of the devil and the world with which to contend, but we
have the enemy within-- our sinful flesh. And we must confess with the Anostle
Paul, "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dvelleth no zood thing." (Roi.
7:18) O hov necessary it is therefore that e be diligent in attending the divine
services in our local congregations to hear the ord of God proclaimed, studying
that Tord under the guidance of ouwr divinely appointed shepherd in tihe Bible
Classes and reading that Vord within the privacy of our homes! Tor if e cut our~
selves off from the means through vhich God the Holy Spirit sustains and preserves
us in the faith, our faith will quiclkly become = thing of the nast! Ilolding
steadfastly and faithfully to the ord of our Lord we have the assurance from
Him vho does not lie, "Iy sheep hear liy voice, and I know them, and they follow
ile: and T give unto them eternal life; and thev shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of iiy hand." (Jn, 10:27,28)

Dear brethren, the sipgns heralding the TLord's Final Coming have been and are
being fulfilled. This should mele us realize that the hour is rapidly approaching
then the Lord Jesus will burst forth in the clouds of heaven acconpanied by all
of His holy angels. "So lileuise ye," says the Tord, "when ye shall see all these
things, Inov that it is near, even at the doors." (ilatt. 2h:33) But the exact
day and hour is knoim by no man., "Jatch therefore, for ye Inow neither the day
nor the hour vherein the Son of ilan cometh." (ilatt. 25:13) How fervent mwe should
be in our ¢aily prayers that God would guard and keep us from all sin and pre-
serve us in the one true faith until ovr cnd!

If only we would place all matters in the light of Judgment Day, then it

: TTa T

would be 50 much easier for us to determine what we ought to do! Valking in the
light of Judgment Day we seek vith the help of the Holy Spirit to be faithful
to the Lord Jesus and IIis Vord and live a holy life according to it. his grant

us, dear T'ather in heaven, for Jesus'! sake! Amen.
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RCPORT OF TUG IDITCRIAL COLZITTZE

Dear Brethren in the Iord:

Tar Ll ;mmm m o~ A TV ALA e A ) | SRR, PO I, B T T RPUs JUPU. S i
DY LI Gl ace 01 ol yUUJ LQ1vorial Lony J_ 1zas proaucfed 4dad puplislhed six
bi-nionthly issues of the Concordia Tutheran si ce our last corvention, In these

issues 17e endeavored to nrovide a balance of Christe-centered articles vhich were
informative, edifying, and of interest to all our readers. Doctrinal and practical
subjects were treated with the one objech of shoring that Cod's Yord alone is the
sure Guide for our faitlh and life., 'Te also endeavored to have each issue coie

out on tine so that seadonal naterial -rould annear durir~ the oroper two-month
period, Uith the excellent cooperation oi Pastor Tloedel ancd the Publishing

louse staff this was accomplished, and e are nost rrateful for all the help of

our brethren in Seattle.

Throughout the year articles vere solicited from ovr nastors and sorie also
from lay people in our sister concresations upon the ayroval of their pastors.
The response and cooperation trere nost gratifying, and the vonclerful articles
vhich they submitted so promptly contributed :wch to the Joy of compiling each
issue. Our heartfelt appreciation to tihen for their cormendable assistance in
helping us to carry out our responsibilities. "le realize, of course, our otm
Tfrailties and are well aware of the fact that there is roon for improvement in
the production of our periodical, e are confident that owr brethren wvere under-
standing of the situation, especially in view of the other oblizations and duties
resting upon the individual nembers oi tee Stalff, e ask the Lord's pardon for
our failings and shorbeconings and Draise Tis holy name Jor His suidance and bles=
sing in the nast year.

There is nothing to redort at this tite concernin: the witing or sroduction

of tracts since -our Copiittee did not have opwortinity to eet or to consult

on the netter. Ve will, hovever, encdeavor to do sc at the earliest nossible tine.
Tith regard to the revision ol Sunday School waterials, For twhich your

Dditor was autnorlzec to co=~opt the scrvices of i, David T. “ensin: and Pastor

Randall Sty:, thoere is also nothing to revort. Tor tlis rre plead the press of

nany Auties which enraned your Editor as rrell as these brethren during the past

yvear, Iowever, such revision will be undertallen as soon as feasible.

In April of this year vour Cormittee brought a sugrestion to the attention of
our Publishing Ilouse for its comsideration. Since subscribers to our periodical
from the niduest reccive their copies from two to three treeks after they have been
printed, your Staif suggmested that all cosies of ovr Conference e subscribers be
nailed first class, if such cost is notv nroaibitive. Tle trust that this matter
has been taken under advisement aond that a further report will be given to this
convention by the chalrman of the iublishin- {ouse.

Brethren, in these sad davs of aterialisn: and liberalism, mhat a gem e
have, by CGod's grace, in our Conference periodical as it proclains Christ anc
His pure Word to one and alll It sxoulc be in every home in our Conference and
it should be read by all our fauilies for edification and Chrictian grouth,.

Let us also use it to promote nission trorl: wherever we have opvnortunity! liay
our Concordia Lutheran serve as a beacon shining in this dari: rorld of sin and
error, pointing nen to Carist, the only Tlay to salvation, and helping to spread
His truth far and wide!

esnedtfully subnitted,

0, 1. Schaefer, Lditor

~19-
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REPCPT OF SCRIPTURAL PUBLICATIONS BOARD OI' COI'TROL

Dear Brethren,

Our faithfulness to the Lord in the light of Judgment Day should be urged and
showr itself also in the area ol the printed Tlord. This vear ve recognize, with
thanks to the Lord, a fine cooperative worlzing arrangement twith the new Dditorial
Cormiittee in the publication of the Concordia Tutheran. ilaterials for each issue
have been received in paclet form uith helpful instructions. There is still some-
vhat of a problen with receiving the materials for publication in the Concordia
Lutheran sufficiently in advance so that the periodical vwill reach our subscribers
at least in the first month of every issuve. This problem may be in the slormess
of the mails or it may be tlhab the wmaterial is not reaching ovreditor sufficiently
in advance to cdo his worl: and to forwerd it to the publishing house. Tt has been
sungested that the Concordia Lutheran trould reach our subscribers earlier if they
rould be sent out first class and, in order to leep exnenses dom, to reduce the
nwiber oi complimentary copies sent out in our shecial distribution. Tnstead of
a first class mailing, hovever, it is at this time the recommendation of the
Doard for this coming year to wurse the Editorial Committee to strive hard to get

the waterial to our Publishing House earlier and that the Publishing House speed

up production to three 1meels instead of four if possible. Also, since it has been
a problem in the past of beginning the newr {iscal year writh a late issue of the
Concordia Lutheran -- because of the convention in the latter nart of June and a
ney Lditorial Corivttee being elected, the Publishing House Board of Control re-
commends that the incuribent Lditorial Comsittee hold oifice bhrough the publlcatlon

of the July/fugust issue.,

As a point of special interest e bring to the attention of ovr Conference
a nan by the nane ol ir, 17ebb from California who is a retired layman and a member

of the ALC. During the past years tlis man has showm zreat interest in our Con-
ference by ordering our Convention Proceedings of past vears and back issues of
the Concordia TLutheran , (. Ulebb has been contacted by phone by the chairman of

our Publishing House Board and he indicated that he regards our Conference as the
only group ol Tutherans who are faithful to the Tord of God and orthodox Luther-
anism, tinat he has a vast collection of uaterials from many differcnt Lutheran
bodies and that he has reached this conclusion regarding our Conference through
his study of these materials. He stated that he and his wife are intending to re-
locate and has been encouraged by the undersizned to nove near one of our congre-
gations., Thus the Lord continuss to open doors through the special distributicn
of our periodical. This swnecial distribution is not a free subscription to indi-
viduals but a free copy to 300 different nastors of the iHssouri Syvnod every other
nonth, ‘le are intending to broaden this distribution to include pastors of the
VLIS, EIS, ColC, and ICR. Anyone naving lists of pastors in these groups are en-
COLrabed to share these names ith vour Publishing "louse tozether uith their
respective addresses.

The Publishing llouse has inforined the Tinance Committee of its need for at
least 31000 for running expenses for the '79 and '60 fiscal year. This is the sare
anount as was received last vear. Also it is recormmended by our Board to continue
to Leep the $1000 available for a Dool: House in the event that such a possibility
would present itself in the near future. Perhaps this Book ilouse could also in-
clude zood used books and that a list of those be made available to our Seminary
and to our Conference congregations.

‘

ith regard to the physical plant of your Publishing House, the Conference
ovms trro old 1250 idtiliths of vhich only one is operative at present. The other
is used for narts to Leep the one in working condition. The C{fset Shop also con-
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tains a paper jogger aand one large home made graphic arts camera. The Conference
also ovms in its Letterpress Shop one low-base ilodel 5 Linotype (1711) and an old
high-base tiodel 5 for parts, an old cylinder press, & hand-fed 10x15 Chandler &
Price open platen press, many cases of handset type, spaces, and linotype mats. A
19" Challenge handspowered paper cubtter and a large treadle nodel stapler are ouned
by the Conference. The actual present day value of these pieces of equipment is
hard to deternine.

Scriptural Publications is now paying its printer, ‘ir. Julius A, Schmitt,
$5.00 for each linotyped and proofread page of the Concordia Lubheran plus ~30 00
for the press vork on each issue~--maliing apprOX1mate1y \115 00 per each bimonthly
issue as a tcken reimbursement for his worl. Inasmuch as there is apparently
interest expressed by some as to the amount of money our printer makes on the use
of Conference machinery for secular job printing, we will provide this informa-
tion for you in our next amnual report, and, if tne Conference desires this inform-
ation for previous yearsi Te u 121 be haony +n supply this inTormation also. The
only'lnforAaulon Unlch e are able to brlng to you at this time is that there are
only three secular accounts serviced through the use of Conference equipment and
that oftentiiies this equipient lies idle Tor up to three unonths at a time.

Cne item of need thich was not brought to the attention of the Tinance Cori-
mittee is that over the vears many mats used to produce “he hody Lyme for the
Concordia TLutheran have become worn ovt or ruinecd. These nats nust be replaced so
that the typesetting for our neriodical Constitution, etc. rill not be hindered.
e can try vo Leep this cost under $300.00 2nd would recormend that the Conference
try to include this figure in the buaget for this vear.

11n A W1
e (oA

iy the Lord con to

ontin css our efforts in upholding ard supporting the
work of Scriptural Publications (Concordia Lutheran ponxerence).

Respectfully submitted,
ev., Paul R. Bloedel, chairman

SCRIPIURLT, PUBLICATTONS (CLC) FIVANCIAT REPORT (6/1/78 ~ 5/31/79)

Cash Balance, June 1, 1978 $  2h.90
Add Cash Receipts:
“Sunday School ILessons S 160,16
Dooks, tracts 56.81
Concordia Lutheran:
Subscriptions 29L.10
Conference Subsidy 1C00. 00
Other Conference Frinting 19.52
Total Cash Receipts 1830.59
Total Cash Available % 1855.1.9
Less Disbursements:
Gas (Tleating) 67,24
Zisec. Cupplies, Posta"O, etc. 10.38
Rent (P. F. Tuedbke Bldg.) 550,00
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llaterial Costs:

Sunday School Lessons 2. Ll

Concordia Lutheran 136.53

Linctyping and Printing Lebor 6L.7.00
1iailing Costs:

Sunday School Lessons ————

Concordia Lutheran 105.5L

Personal Property T es 105,10

Other Conference Printing Costs 5.80

Lgquipment Purchased -

Lquipment Repairs ———

Tobal Cash Expenditures 1720.L2
Cash Balance, ilay 31, 1979 Y 135.07
Petty Cash 6.61
T'ixed Assets™ 5033.29
Payables Vone

Adjustment Applied.

Resnectiully submitted,
V., X, Bloedel, Business l.anage

REFORT OF THE COIZITTEL O3 TUTHERAT UITIOH

Dear Brethren:

In our Cenvention last yecar at St, John's ILutheran Church in Lebancn, Oregon,
the Corriittee on Lutheran Union submitted the following recommendations to the
Conventions

1) That ocur Comriittee on Iutheran Union hold further meetings with the LCR
as long as the agenda agreed upon is followed and further progress is
made toward finding true unity;

2) That the neuly-elected Union Corziittee retain the same individuals as a
negotiating uwnit with the LCR because of theilr fanlliarity, after

horough study, with the natuvers under discussion in our meetings with
that church body: and

3) That the neuly~clected Union Coriittee prayerfully study the Theses on
Church and iHnistry of the Church of the Lutheran Confession and our owm
Theses and deterimdine vhether . :ev vorrsnt resumpbion of meetings betieen
our Conference an the ColC, a positive decision to he hased on firm
evicence that their official doctrinal nosition on these teachings has
chanced and agrecs wzth Holy rit; or, if we do not find their position
to have changed, that, upon an inguiry initiated by our Committee on
Tutheran Union, thew indicate Hheir willingness to meeb rith us to study,
examine, and possibly re-evaluate their vwosition on the basis of Scrip-
ture alone and rive us at thc sare tine ophortunity to exnlain and de-
fend cur theses or the sare basis. (Proceedings, 27th Arcual Convention
of the Concordia Tutheran Conferends, dune 23-25, 1.29-3C)

Tour Cormittee then pnroceecded to carry out these recommendations which had
been adopted br- the Convention. Ycur present chairman wras officially represented

PP
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by Rev, 0. V7. Schaefer according to the recomendation adopted last year. Rev.
Schaefer I ot your chairman informed concerning the meetings which were held by
the Comriittee on Iutheran Union.

A discussion meeting was held between the Comission on Noctrine of the
TLutheran Churches of the Reformation (TCD) and our Comrvittee on Lutheran Union
at Tinley Park, Illinois, on October 27, 1978. Correspondence ras also initiated
by your Comrrittee with the Doard of Doctrine of the Church of the Lutheran Con-
fession on ilarch 16, 1979 in vhich your Committee suggested a neeting with the
CoIC pertaining to the doctrines ol the Church end Hnistry. Taat transpired at
the meeting with tlie prepresentatives of tie LCR and tiue exchange of correspon-
dence writh the CoLC 1will nou be presented by Rev. O. 'J. Schaefer, who served as
chairman,

ilar the Tord grant us strength to abide by His Uord during these very troublous
and trying times. "If ye continue in iy Yord, then are ve iiy disciples indeed;
and ye shall Imow the truth, and the truth siall make you free." (Jn. 0:31,32)
Respectfully submitted,

ev, il. L. Uatterer, chairman

REPORT OF THD IGOTTATTG UNIT FCR THE COIETTTEZD OIF TUTHERAL UITTOMN

This revort i1s an account of the activities of the Committee on Lutheran Union
as sucihh as 17ell as of its nenoti aujb teain since we la st met in convention. Tt
has been a busy year, and wvith the heln of al nrh‘l;d' Cod te have erdeavorad to ful-
£il our resmoqsﬂaﬂltleu, mindful, of coxrsc, that e are frail, sinfuvl human

beings, and for all our failings and shortcomings we humbly asl: Jesus to forgive
us, for His blessed name's sale. Tor Mis guidance and blessing we offer Him our
heartfelt praise and thanks.

As we report events in chronological order, e mention first the neeting of

our Union Coviiitbee held at Peace Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, on August 9-10,
Drayerfullv to study our Theses on Church and iinistry in conjunction rith tne

Theses of the Church of the Tutheran Confession to deternine tthether a resumption
of_‘ meetings between our Conference and that group is warranted., Present tere:
Prof. O. ¥, Schaeler, President llensing, Pastor Jaies Tuedtke, and ', David T.
Hensing, as well as ilr. Gerald Tuedtke, Seminary student, and Pastor-slect; Ran-
dall Styx, the latter two as visitors. Pastor FVatterer, chairman of the C.L.U.,
was not able to attend because of the distance involved. DProf. Schaefer served
as chairman of the meeting, and ilr., David T. llensing served as secretary., iluch
time was spent in reading and reviewing owr own Theses, especlally in the light
of the official, false position on the doctrines of Church and ilinistry held by
the isconsin S-mod and the Church of the Iutheran Confession (bee The North-
vestern Lutheran, April 8, 1962; Koehler's Kirchengeschichte, p.7123 anc the
CoLC docunient "Concerning Church and TrinistryY)., 1Mith the conpletion of its
study of our om Theses the Committee decided to meelt again at a time nmubually
agreeable,

y
ext is the accownt of the fourth meeting held betireen the Commission on

Doctrme and Practice of the Iutheran Cauvches of the Reformaulon ard our Comiitte

on Lutheran Union., It took place at Peace Lutheran Church, Tinley Parli, on Oct.

23~
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27, 1976. Representing the LCR were: Pastcr Paul Koch, Pastor Sheldon Twenge;
Pastor Dricl: Brickson, and lir, Herbert Gade. Representing our Committee vere:
Prof, 0, 11, Schaefer, chairman of the nesotiating unit, President llensing, Pastor
James Iuedtke, and ilr. David T. ilensing. Prof., Schacfer was aslked to serve as
chairman of the reeting, and each committee had its own recordine secrebary.

Ir, David T, llensing tock minutes for our Committee.

The first portion of the nmeeting continued the discussion of the term '"state
of confession" begun at the last neecting held in Wovember of 1977. Passages were
reviewed miich speak oi errorists being dealt with vho at the tine cre one's
brethren (e.g., IT Thess, 3:1-15). Also pcinted out was the difference between
suspension of fellouship and severance of felloursnip, the former veing the con-
fessional state in vhich one is admonished as a brother to make him ashamed, the
latter being the ulbtimate avoidance of one who does not heed admonition, the re-
Jjection of the heretic, now no longer a brother. Both commrittess agreed to these
Scriptural principles unanimously.

The second portion of the meeting, agreed upon already at the last nmeeting

of our two groups, dealt with recent developments vrithin the ILCT, defections, and
the like. Pastor Paul Xoch exnlained that there trere three main issues over which

quite a few had left their church body: 1. There were financiel difficulties fol-
lowing a split in the Oak Park, Il congregation and the severance of a large con-
gregation which charged the ICR with lovelessness. 2. There was the closing of

the ICR Seminary in ijichigen due to a lack of funds and lack of students. Prof.
. mltZGTOU'S call as professor end Dean was terminated, Several pastors with
their congrepations protested this action as arbitrary procedure and a false
practice in the doctrine of Church and ifinistry ~nd severed their fellowship.

3. L paper cn Fellewshin by Pastor Sheldon Twense precipitated other dafections
as pastors and all or part of their congrezations left the LCR. In addition to
these major matters Pastor Koch stated that the LCR suffered losses because of
other controversies in their midst throush the vears. Tith this report concerning
developments within the LCR the agenda for this fourth meeting mas concluded. The

4
v,
tiie and place for a future meeting was left to the respective chairmen,

The next meeting of the CIU 1ras held at Pesace Lutheran Church, Tinley Park,
cn February 12 and 13, 1979. Present wvere Proi. Schaefer, Pres. .'ensing, Pastor
Luedtke, and iir. David T. ilensing, with ir. Gerald Luedtke, Scrinary student as
visitor., Pastor ilatterer, chairmen of ovr Union Comrittee, was unable to attend
because of distance. TFirst of all, discussion continued on ovr Theses on Church
and ilinistry in relation to those of the Church of the ILutheran Cenfession.
After much discussion the Cormittee resolved that such a review be the topic at
the 1979 Pastoral Conference, this review to be hased on Scripture as spiltomized
in our ovm Tbesosj This Scriptural Position We Still Hold, which was u1aq1mously
ratified in 1968 by all our member ccngregations, 1ith regard to a possible
meeting with the Church of the Lutheran Confession, the Comidttee instructed
Prof. Schaefer, upon the approval of chairman 'atterer, to drav up a letter, con-
veying to that church body resolution i3 of last year's Union Report, namely,
that we initiate an inquiry to determine whether their Board of Doctrine is
illing "“to meet with us to study, exanine, and possibly re-evaluate their posi-
tion on the basis of Scripture alone and cive us at the same tlue opportunity
to explain and defend our Theses on the save basis.? OSuch a letter was sent on
Feb. 22, 1979, to Prof. C. il. Gullerud, chairman of the Board of Doctrine, and
another letter on ‘larch 8, 1979, to Rev, B. Albrecht, President of the Church of
the Lutheran Confession, Pres., Albrecht responded tnat while he was not opbim-
istic about the successful outcome of further meetings, he would present our
proposal to their Board of Doctrine at a meeting in Teu Claire, "Tisconsin, in
early July. e shouwld hear fron him after that date., He also requested a docu-
nented statement from us, shouing how thelr Theses constituted a clear departure
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from Scripture. A follow-up letter was sent to Pres. Albrecht on June 5, 1979, in
which we stated that the best documentation we can offsr are our owm Theses, which
had previously been submitted to him and his Board for studv and vhich clearly
demonstrate that we have HOT changed in our position, the same position formerly
held by the entire Synodical Conference, but that the isconsin Synod and the

hurch of the Iutheran Confession have deviated, as evidenced by their owm official
publications.

Another matter which was discussed at the CILU meeting in February centered on
the recent developments in the ILCR, narticularily with reference to the closing of
their Seminary and the termination of Prof. itzerow's call. Some facts were
gleaned from their journal, The Faithful Uord (ITov. 1978 issue) as well apg from an
unsolicited letter to Profs. llensing and Schaefer from Prof. Kitzerow, detailing
the action of the LO. overagainst him, This letter constituted "the other side
of the story." Tlleighing all these natters carefully, also in the light of several
defections in the ICR concerning which we had insufficient, official information,
vour Comrxitiee deeried it wise, because of the conflicting reports which had cone
to our attention, to delay further sessicas with the ICR until we have had time to
study anc analyze all these reports carefully. This is to be understood as a
temporary halting until the tine is rizht to proceed riith our discussions. Such
a letter wvas sent to Pastor Paul Xoch on February 22, 1979, in which e first ex-
pressed joy end gratitude to God for the nrogress made thus Tar hetrreen our two
groups but then stated why we believe that a postponement of a further neeting is
in order. Pastor Ioch responded to ovr letter on Tlarch 15 znd expressed astonish-
nent at our "strange and estranging letter," claiming that ve have all the inforn-

&8

ation necessary regarding their recent problems and defections.
s s and conpresaticons which left the LCR tecause they

he latter's QOCLr7h51 position, the convention last vear
passeq the rasolutlon that definite eflorts he made by the Comitiee on Lutheran
Union to contact them to determine their »osition on the final step in church
discipline, (iiatt. 18:17) Because of the press of the work ovtlined in this re-
port, and because these pastors are scattered throughout the midwest ard ar
test and must be -contacted on an individual basis, since to date we Imow of no
organization vhich they have formed, vour Comittee was unable to fulfil the con-
vention directive but will endeavor durin: the couing year to vrite to or to
meet vith these pastors as individuels or as a group, if this can be arranged.

In closing this report, e now submit to vou the follouing recommendations:

1) that our Comittee on TLutheran Union determine the feasibility of further
neetings vith the LR in view of recent developments in that church body,
and if and vhen such weetings resume, that they be held only as long as
the agenda agreed upon is followed and further progrocs is made toward
finding truve wnity.

2) that if our Committee on Iutheran Union receives a favorable reply from
the Church of the ILubtheran Confession to our proposal 8, 1979,
it endeavor to arrange a meeting trith this proup at the earliest possible
tine.

P
AP Tiaw
oI ar. O,

Dear brethren, wmay the Lord of the Church halp us to continve to manifest
b4 J
the wonderful atiitude of Tuther, who said, "I shall do and sulfer as rmuch as T
»0ssibly can to achieve a true, sownd permanent unity!"
Respectfully submitted,

Prof, 0, 77, Schaefer, Hegotiating Chairman
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President H. David !ensing
Rev, Janes T, Tuedtke
.. David T, llensing
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REPCRT OF TIEL COILITINE OF LISSIONS

Dear EBretiwren:

Your cormittee's work this »ast year involved no organized cutreach: to the
unchurched which, at the present time, is irnpossible under our circunistances,
nanely that 1) there is no extra pastor available to serve as a Conference mis-
sionary and 2) our limited mission funds prohibit supporting a full tine mission-
ary. However, in line with our abilities, your comrittee,; through its chairman,
vas active in three areas ol enceavor.,

The first iras in conmnection 1ith the mission tract, "Helpful Hints for Per-
sonal Christian .dssion Worl:,'" printed last wvear by our publishins house. The
editor of the Concordia ILutheran requested ~rour cowiittes chaimian to write a
series of articles for our nericdical selaborating on each pnoint of this nission
tract. To date, with the ilay/June 1979 issve, four articles of this scries have
appeared in the Concordia Lutheran. The series bezan vith the Tovember/December
1978 issue. It 1s the prayer of your cormiittee chairman that these articles
have been clear and in some wey helnful to the brethren. Any sugznestions for
the future, as the series continues, will be most elcome.,

A second activity by the Iiission Codttee this past wear sras in connection
rith our :iissior congrezation, Trinity Tutheran Church of Tastside, Oregon.
According to the 1962 Proceedings ol our Conference, ». 20, certain guidelines for

EPN
L8,

1

rmission 1rorlc had heen set un bv the Confevence at that t

MLsS=10 L2l QL SSU Up L) Lile LOLLITIenC

a vhile since our Conference has had opportuaity to assis

financially, your chairnan felt it wise to inform Trinity of those narts oi the

mission guidelines that directly affected them. For vour informatiocn, they are
as follous:

t a mission congregation

1) In Section II entitled, "SUBSIDY" the final sentence reads, "ipplication
for subsidy is to be made annually."

2) Section V entitled, "RIPORTS" reads, "Pastors of subsidized congregations
shall meale regular vritten reports to the Committee on 'issions as well
as oral reports by way ol interest to the convention.™

3) Section VI eotitled, "FROPERTY OF SUBSIDIZED CONGRTGATTONS" reads, "Sub-

sidized congregations are reqguested to consult irith the Committee on ids-
sions before they acquire or dispose of property in the for: of land or

buildings."

Concerni: g the first item, the compregation was already aware ol the correct
procedure in recuesving a subsidy, concerning the second iten, "RUPORTS," your
comrittee chairman informed Pastor Styx of Trinity congregation that one revort
about mid-year plus the oral convention report would he satisfactory to the com-
mittee. The third item, "PROTPERTY OF SUBSIDIZID COUVC.LICATIC'S,™ raised a question
in the minds of the newbers of Trinity. It appeared to them that this rezulation
was sorlevhat too restrictive for their particular circumstances. The following
quotation frouw a letbter of Pastor Styx to the comiittec, dated ilar. 13, 1979, ex~
plains the problems

1The nature of the real estate mariet here is such that land tthich suits our
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needs with regard to size, location, and price is very rare; anc aen suiteble
land is found at a realistic price, it is very culclly purchased and removed from
the narket. 7If e vere required or even erpected to consult wibh the ilission
Corviittee before talding action on a ~iven plece of property we would have to give
1p any hope of acquiring property until after ue wvould become totally self-suf-
Ticient, Tor by the tine the necessarv correspondence and consultation of the
com.dttee ould be cor leted any opportunity to follow up on this end would lonz
since have vanished."

Pastor Stvxz stated further that the subsidy which Trinity congregation is
receiving from the Conference '"is being directed towrard the support of the win-
istry," so that the congregation's oum savings, vhich it has acquired over a
nuber oi years, right be used toward the purchase of land, In the light of these
facts it seens that the mission guidelines sct up in 1962 dealing writh acquiring
and disposing of land cannot be carried out rigidly bubt rust be applied vith care
and sensitivity in each individual case. Pastor Styx and Trinity congregation
welcome any sugrestions and discussion that would help toward an understaanding of
horr this guideline can be applied best in their case. Time for this could be
alotted follouing Pastor Styx!s report on his congregation's activities and pro-
fress over the wnast vear.

Concerning mission subsidy, Trinitv congreration, through the Ilission Com-
nittee chairmen, requests for this next fiscal year, 1970-00, a subsidy equal to
that of last year, namely $5,130 annually (Sk _.06 per nonuk) To quote again
fro. Pastor Styx's letter, "In maling this r;q&eut the congresatior wishes to ex-
press its extreme gratituds for the loviny assistance provided this past year by
our sister congregations in the conferencs. This assistance has made it possible
for us to have a full-tine pastor in our nidst. "Te prayer™ully look fortrard to
tne thie when this subsidy can gradually be eliminated and we can, in burn, pro-
vided sowe assistonce to others.!
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of our Conference ccistitution. As also t
chairman found, in preparing the copy of t
a possivle COQLllCL betireen the resnonsibilities of the 11551oq 001m1ttee ana those
of the Tinance Comriittee. According to Constitution as it presently reads,

any request lor subsidy is ordinarily to be submitted to the Iiission Corrrdttee no
later than twvo rnionths before the convention. The nerer section of the Constitu-
tion on tihie Finance Comiittee requires that it submit a budget to the conzregations
tiro months before the end of the fiscal vear. (See 177l Proceedings, p.h5) Thus

in the event that a conzregation would use its comstitutional rlgnt end submit a
request for subsidy to the iiissior Committee two iionths before the convention,

it wrould be iipossible for the subsidy request to be relayed to the I'inance Com-
mittee to be included in the budget belove the convention. ileedless to say this
would upset the Finance Cormittee's purnose of providing the congregations tith
nre—-convention budget infornation.

It seems that the best solution wrould be to make a minor amendment in the

1L
Constitubtion, requirinz all subsidy requests to be submitted before a deadline
of Iy uonths before the end of tie fiscal vear ratlier than only two months before
the conveation. The requireients of our Constitution to nalze such an anend.ent are
as follows: "All proposed changes and amendments must he submitted in ~wribing to
the Conference agsembled in convention.., 4 two-thirds majority of all votes cast
shall be necessary Tor adoption. Such changes and amenduents shall be in effect
vhen ratified by tuo-thirds of the nember-congresations." (Art. XIT of the present
edition ol the Constitution.)

In the lisht of this report, your Comnittee on llissions would like to male
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the following recomuiendatvions to the convention:

1) that the Conference, in convention assembled, crant a subsidy of ©5,180
for the fiscal year 1979=30 (GL31.86 nermonth) to Trinity Iutheran Church,
Fastside, Oregon, to be taken from the Conference ilission Fund, and that
the Conference cormiend Trinity concregation for the appreciative and
brotherly spirit in vhich it has made this request.

anendment

2) that the Conference anprove an/ to its Constitution, Art. IX, Sec.
1, C, point 3, the 2nd paragraph as follous: Change the words, "Requestis
for subsidy, in order to be included in convention business, shall ordin-
arily be submitted throush the Committee on Ilissions at least two (2)
months before the convention,” to read, "lequests for subsidy, in order
to be incluced in conventicn business, shall crdinarily be subnltted
through the Comittee on ilissions at 10 st four (L) months before the
end of each fiscal veor.™

Resnectiully subnitted,
Rev, James '7, Luecdtle, chairmen

THICREST REPORT OF TRIVITY LUT:TMAL CHURCH, IZSSION CONGRTCATION

Ve are truly thankful to the Lord aad to you, our Christian brethren, for your
fejlorship, prayers, and love, as well as the lovin: assistance which, as the
churches of iacedonia did to the saints at Jerusalen, you have rendcred to us in
our need; [or by the Lord's blessings through you we have been able to have a2 full
tine pastor among us.

Tn the Guidelines for the .ission orl: of the Concordia Luthcran Conference,
which vere adonted in 1962, the arrangenernt tras uade Tor the pastor of a subsi-
dized congregation to "nalie regular wmwitten reports to the Cormittec on :issions
as “1ell as an oral repcrt by "ay of interest to the convention," and it is fitiing
that he do so, to aclmovledge your loving assistance and to honor the genuine
interest you have in our progress. However, since our pastor 1as not atrare of
these guidelines, for they were adopted while he was vet a freshman in high
school, and since the press of congregational worl: during his first vear as a
pastor left livtle time for much else, no regular renorts were made this nast
vear., It was only through the research of the chairman of the Comrittee on s~
sions (vho also mwas quite younw then they were draim un) that the above mentioned
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therefore, could not quiclly comply weth the mrovi
the suggestion of the chairman of tiie committe
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vention assembled, trusting that the brethren will be satis
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Lt the last time ve met in convention assewbled, wou will recall, the Tres-
ident of the Sewminary reported that a divine call HVL been e:xtended and received
by then Cendidate Randall D. Styx frow: our congrevation. TFollowincg the convention
he visited with us to consicer sore )“dctlcal matterss such as Housing, etc.: be-
fore .alring bhis final decision. Before his denariure he inlor some of us orally
that he had decided to accept our call, anc e soon receivedh 1 tter of accept-
ance--a letter for which we greatly thanked the Lord.

-
i
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Tt took some time Ifor Pastor Styx to complete the arrangements necessary for
his nove and departure from Illinois, but on August ”3, he arrived safely in our
nidst. e wish publicly to thank llessrs, David T. ilensing and Jeffery 'I. Styx
time and expense ther so freely and ']nvw*nc]*r s i3]

for the time and expense and lovingly sacrificed in assisting our
new nastor 1rith his move.

A special dav, then, was Sunday, Auvgust 27, for finally, after many vears of
being trithout a LUll—tlﬂe pastor, our om shesher under Christ vas installed. The
Rev, :i. L. Iatterer conducted the service and preached the sermon, It is to be
noted that this service of Pastor ilatterer was simply another labor ol love on
hies part tovard us, even as that waich he had been renderin: te us 5o selflessly
for vears as our special cuide during times of trouble and as ovr vacancy pastor.
Indeed, may we all give thanks to the Tord [or such hurble anc faithful sorvants
of the Javior as he. Tor had the continual instruction mnd quidance of God's
Tord not beenr rith us, wrhich the Tord brovsht to us in a gpec1a7 oy throuwsh this

c

faithful minister he Gospel, e rould not have remained a congre-
gation, Tollouwing £ ras shared

2
-~ L
oL v
this happ service an afternoon of joyous
by all the congregation as rell as besloved brethren from our u_pter coagr cations.
5al

3
zati
e wish alsc to thank a11 our sister congrecations for the groctings you extended
T -
a

to us for biis soccial day.

Decause Ue do not et have our ovm uronerty or huildin~, certain arrangenents
have had to be put wp with this past vear. 'Te have been renting a classroom from
the local school district for our worship services and our pastor nust live soue
distance from our nlace of mrorship, ILach tine e must briig with us and set up
our cnapel appointuerts, and then tale tl.en doim again at close of service. 1o
doubt manv of our brethren reomember sinilar exneriences in the histories of their
om congregations, Furtheriiore, 21l evtra reetings and classes have been held ab
the pastor's residence, 3Dut, _t is to he re-@mberea, that, while the physical
nlace tthere we worsnin nay nov be es aesthetically 1nsglr1ng as 1Ie nlﬂht like,
or we may be irtterrumied abt tiies by souwnds of other activities in the building,
we have toae one taing neecful; nanely the pure teachinrs of God'ts Tford. Tvribher-
nore, T 1 the rental allovance we nave been able to ;ive our nastor tozether
with the special heln of one of our nembers our pastor found and has been able to
rent a very nice aparitaent, %n which he has been able to live and study quite
coirfortably and our ertra Lusiness has been: conducted in & pleasant environment.

The lach of property and/or building of our oum has, ol covrse, been a dif-
ficulty with regard to our iission endsavors in the comurity. “Then e mention
our naxe we almost alwvars get the reply, "Trinity? Uhere's that®” or "There's a
Lutheran Church in Tastside?! to which we have to explain that our postal address
is LFastside, but our temporary quarters are in Blossori Gulch School. 'Te have had

ad in the local paper nou since January but we have had but two responses from
the same: one a man vho attended services off and on for about a menth and a half,
the other a woman 170 called the pastor by phone, Though both seened interested
durin: conversation, ve have not seen him since mid-April, nor her at all, And
so, cven thoush, &s reported to the Pastor, the Coos Bav area has only approxi-
mately 115 churched, there has been no grouth to date in nwnbers from rithout.

On the other hand, there "os been rmch spniritual ~rowth and increased hanoi-
ness irithin. TDarly in October two children's ccn¢1rmation classes 1rore begung one
for a young man started alveady by Pastor latterer, end the other for twuo boys
beginning thelr first vears of catechisn study. On Gooc Shephera Sundar of this
last April our senior catechumen completelhis studies and was confirned into con-
municant nembership. His examination bhefofe the consregation asc well as his entire
course ol instruction vas an exceeding great joy for ouvr pastor and for all of us.
The junior class, Lord willing, wvill continue its studies durinz the summer and
throus the next voar. The adults of ouvr Bible Class, as well as the children in
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our Sunday School, have been considering and gaining much from the Bible stories
in our conference's Sunday School series. Attendance at both Bible Class and Div-
ine Service has been very gocd -- as i% should be.

As for the pastor, instead of concentriting efforts on mission work at large,
he has devoted nost of his tine to becoming efficient in the rezular working of the
office of the winisbry, in this his first vear thereof, as well as to getbting to
Imow the congregation and their collective and individual needs. Uith sone as-
sistance fron our menbership, however, a ferr contacts have been made, Iarly last
Fall we learned of a group of families from the local .lissouri Symod congregation
vho irere, e vere told, dissatisfied with their pastorts liberalisn and legalism.
Ye spolie writh one who acted as their spokesman, showed our nosition on the
Scriptures, and invited them to core and sec for themselves the truth of our
teaching., e learned later that most of these families decided to go to a lHssouri
Symod church in a ncighboring towm., lione ever shoved up or made any further
attempt to contact us. Later in the Fall a man asked for counselling through his
nurse, vhere he was hosnitalized. The Pastor net with him daily during his crisis,
and. thile he was not gained for our conzregation per se, the Pastor is confident

that tallss with hiw brovght hinm to an assurance of his salvation in Christ Jesus,
so that he was gainsd for Christ. A third contact has been an elderly lforwegian
woman, o scens to have been forsaken by former pastors, and vho has requested
visits from our pastor., Vhile she is weak in some points of doctrine, sie dis-
nlays an unshaliable devobtion to the Lord and His Vord. Visits 1rith her continue
at this writing.

LA special mcilent this 7ear was our Children's Christmas Zve Service. TFor it
ue ere able to add a occ"d:o for ovr altar, which did nuch to increase a churchly
dtmoovhere LOT our rnwebing place. e also had a simple choir for that service;
anuj tances have prevented continued development of this choir, e
ing able once again to work tovard this goal.

One endeevor in vhich re liave been continually involved is searchins for a

suitable church huildine or building site. Tle have heen looking for something

g 1 ]
which ould be purchazed completely with our current savings, or at least something
vhich would require only a snall awount of [financing. Thus, wve could pay off our

R

debt fairly qajokly and then, possibly 1ith so.e assistance, turn our attention to
the erection of a building. Considerations in our selection thoughts include
suchh things as suitable size for church, parking, and, eventually, a Darsonage;
roon for expansion and church activities:; ease of accessibility and visibility
from the mission field in the area, and aesthetic appeal. Current thought looks
torrard the erection of a building of a size sufficient for 50 to 60 hearers.

The finding of suitable proverty, however, has been a repeated exercise in
frustration., The Coos Lay area is undergoing a rapid population growth and, thus,
all land is at a premiws.  And as bhis is coupled with a high rate of 1nflatﬁon
costs of land are increasing at a rate far beyond that of our savings. iThen one
adds to this the olb-times unreasonable requirements of the local zoning board
and the Departnent of Dnvironmental Cuality, land vhich suits our needs and abil-
ities is extremely rore. Since our financial abilities are 1i:dted, parcels with
existing bllldTHQS wiich are uithin our nrice range are fit for remodeling only
by razing. And vhen real estate salesneonle learn of owr limitations, one soon
gets the feeling that ther have but little interest in the business we wight
bring then.

One importont result of all thesc things is that our ability of acquiring
any suitable land dencrds on a quick transition through discovery, deliberation,
and. action, It is for this reason especially that tre request the Conference
brethren to consider a revision of the ilission guideline number VI. lle realize
it is but a rsoect, bubt ve do not wish to refuse the request of loving brethren.
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And yet, wder our clrcunstances we find it wwrorkable, for by the time the re-
quested consultation would be completed all hope of securing the piece in question
would long since have vanished., Our pastor has spolen uith the chairman of the
Cormiittee on iidssions on this matter, Ile and his comitiee may have some sugges-
tions.

Toward the future we look prayerfully to continued sniritual strengthening
within as well as to some progress in grorth from ithout. The nastor is consid-
ering usin: the series of articles currently appearins in our Conference periodical,

"Helpful Hints for Personal Christian llission Vork," as a basis for discussion in
our Bible Classes together writh practical Sngestlons for maliing perscnal mission
work a truly active part of our daily lives, e asl that all our brethren con-
tinue to remember us in their prayers. e shall also renember vou,

In Christien love,
Your brethren in Christ:

Tor the conzregation,
Rev, landall O, Stvx

REPORT OF THE COLL{ITTL. Oif THEOLCGICAL EDUCATTOIT

Dear Brethren,

Tt has been impressed upon us in the essay for our Convention this rear that
we are tc be faithful to the Tord Jesus ard His TTord during: these last evil days
of Uhe world. 'hile all faithful confessors of the ord of God experience opposi-
tion and ridicule, this is particularly truve of the faithful pastors vho preach
God's Tlord in 211 of *ts truth and purity to their congregations. As such faith-
ful pastors experience the stinging sarcasn and mockery of the wunhelieving world
anc tnen cone UltJ the indifference and the materialistic tendencies on the part
of some congregational members, there is the grave danger that due to the sinful
flesh of the pastor he becoues {1l1led rith discorragement and be~ins to lose the

Joy which should characterize the performance of his task.

Jorr pertinent, therefore, are the trords of Dr. Valther in his classical
treatise, The Proper Distinction betueen Tau and Cospel, "shen he vrites in the
introduction to Thesis sV,

. » notirithstandinge the contempt o the vorld the great God has highly
honored the office of teachers of religion and hac exalted it above
every other office. To begin with, the Son of Cod, in the days of
His flesh and vhile perscnally administerins this ofifice, from the
very beginning cheered the first teachers writh thess vords: "he that
heareth you heareth lie; and he that despiseth vou despiseth lle: and
he that despiseth ile despiseth Him that sent lie." Luke 10:16. What
glorious credentials has e furnished His ministers by these words
for their itineraries throughout the iorld! TFurtherrore, the Mord
of God has revealed to us the fact that not only marriage unions,
but alsoc unions betueen ministers and their congregations are concluded
{nade) in heaven. Vhat is told us concerning Jeremish and Paul
applies to all true ministers: they are apnointed not only in the
present time, not only at their birth, but they have been appointed
by God from eternity, to be !1is hélpers for saving those who are en-
trusted to them. Iastly, no one has been given more glorﬁous promises
than teachers of the Gosnel and ministers o€ the “Terd of God. By the
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prophet Daniel, God says: "They that be wise shall shine as the bright-
ness of the firmament and they that turn many to righteousness as the
stars forever and ever." Dan. 12:3. Uhen the time comes that the worldly
shall gnash their teeth, they shall witness all the elect and angels
saying to God: "This man has been a faithful minister and teacher. He
has proclaimed the saving Word of God to a world of castaways. On yonder
earth he was despised, persecuted, and maligzned, but he shines nou as a
star with imperishable luster." Verily, my dear friends, this fact
should cheer us and keep us from beccming unfaithful to our God, who has
called us into this office. (p. LO2)

To endure hardships the pastor's faith must be firmly grounded and rooted in
the Word of God so that he will be able throughout his ministry to aoply that
Viord to all of the difficulties and problems with vhich he is confronted. Such a
pastor is like "a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:s and the rain des-
cended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it
fell not: for it was founded upon a rock." (ilatt. 7:24,25) Haturally, that means
the instruction which he receives at the Seminary must be thoroughly Scripturall
By God's grace, this has been the case with the Seninary of our Concerdia Lutheran
Conference and we pray that it always may remain so!

The suggestion has been nade to your Committee concerning the current tuition
rates al our Seminary that they be increased from $60.00 per semester or $8.00 per
semester hour to $100.,00 per semester or $15.00 per semestor hour. This is in
line vith the inflation rate over the past ten years which has more than doubled
the costeof-living and should then provide the student with extra cash when he
enters into the Holy Ifinistry. e would, therefore, present this suggestion to you
for your consideration,

Following this report our Seminary President will give a detailed report con-
cerning the progress of our Seminary students, ilr, David T. ilensing and iIr. Cerald
1. Twedtke.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. iI, L, Hatterer, chairman

REPORT OF THE SEUIIARY PRESIDENT

Dear Brethren in the Lord:

"Oh magnify the Lord vith me; and let us exalt Jis name togetheri’ Ps. 3Ls:3.
Cn the occasion of the tenth anniversary of our beloved Seminary, we, the faculty
and students, ask you delegates and all the members of our Conference to join us
in declaring our gratitude to God for His many blessings upon our work during
this tenth year of operation and throughout the past decade. This is indeed a
milestone in the history of our Conference, and we offer heartfelt praise to our
Tather in heaven for His goocdness and faithfulness toward us all, Vhere in sinful
wealness we have failed, we ask Him to pardon us, for Jesus' sake, and as uve
look to the future, we again beseech His direction, strength, and blessing for
the coming year.

Before presenting a revieu of the past!Seminary year, I wish to refer to the
joyous occasion which took place on Sunday, August 27, 1978, vhen our second grad-
uate, Pastor Randall Styx, was ordained and installed as pastor of Trinity Lutheran
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Church in Coos Bay (Zastside), Cregon. Officiating and also preaching the ser-
mon tras the Vacancy Pastor, the Rev. Il. L. llatterer of Lebanon, Oregon. We praise
God that our sister congregzation in Coos Bay has been blessed with a faithful
shepherd to serve it irith Iis precious Word ard Sacraments.
The tenth year of our Seminary began on Tuesday, October 3, 1978. The student

body consisted of ilr. Gerald Luedtke of Park Forest, Illinois, and Ifr, David T,
llensing of Orland Park, Illinois. Ikr. ilensing had begun serving his vicarage at
Peace Lutheran Church, Tinley Par’z, on Sept. 15, 1978, and also arranged to take
one course in bhe light of the accelerabion resolution of the 1975 Convention.
Because of the necessary secular worl: of the students some adjustments had to be
made in the scheduling of classes, but the course requirements were in no way
sacrificed; and the standards of the Seminary remained as high as always.

During the first semester Professor ilensing taught ilew Testement Greek Exe-
gesis (Iuke) and Hermeneutbics. Your President taught Dogmatics I and Symbolics IT.
Together with church dvties for which each profzssor is also responsible, the
schedule each week was very full and demanded careful budgebing of time for study
and prenaration. The first semester officially closad on January 30, 1979, and
examinations wvere given the followin- wea's,

After a semester break classes resuaed on Februmry 16, 1979. During the
second senmester Professor liensing tavght e Testament Cree“ Exegesis (Lu:e) and
Homiletics I. Your President baught Dogmatics IT and Symbolics IT. The second
senester concluded on June 1lst, followsd by three days on waich examinations were
given. Once again 1t was nossible to accelerate the worl in some of the courses
as the convention of four yecars ogo had directed.

On June 15th Student llensing completed his vicarage at Peace Lutheran Church,
Tinley Park, e pray that the practical experience which he received 1ill be of
substantial benefit to hir not only during his final year of study but also for
his fubture labors as pastor of a Christvian congregation. 1Ir. llensing is scheduled
to graduste fron cur Sewminary, God willing, in June of next year. Official infor-
mation will be sent to all our congregsbions by the Administration in ample time.

During the past school year we again acaquired various theological books, long
out of print, from the libraries of deceaued or retired ILutheran pastors with
whose families tre established contact and from whom we received wonderful assist-
ance., For this help we are most grateful.

We again received monetary donations fron outside of our Conference from Con-
cord Free Lutheran Church in Yestlake, Ohio, the Rev. I, C. leller, pastor. This
independent congregation has for some time showm its interest in our twork through
these gifts, and they have been duly acknowledged by your President. Ilay the Lord
richlyv bless this {‘h‘h"'l"nt‘“ﬂ""!r\ﬂ for its Q'\or"\ al oifts!

LWL DIESS Lills CoevLOil 0L Bt Vo e

Speaking of gifts, I wish at this point in my report to inform you of a great
joy which came to me the earlier part of this month, Our sister congregation, St.
Sterhen's Lutheran Church of Tilmot, Scouth Dalota, has given our Seminary library
a special gift of three volumes in honor of your President, a former pastor of
that church, on the occasion of his 35th anniversary in the ministry, which he
was priviTeved by the grace of God to observe in August of last year. The books
are ‘the following: 7Uroi‘lles in Belief, Vol. IT, Protestant Denominations, by A.C.
Piepkorns Bible Commentary, Lhe :dnoxr Lrophets, by Dr. Theo. Laetsch; and The
Two ilatures in Christ, by llartin Chemmitz, translated by J.A.O. Preus. With
humble gratltude I accept these volumes for our Library and express my sincere
appr reciation to St. Su\,yuc'x s Lutheran Church for this ot tatmm;ub gco ture of
Christian kindness and thoughtfulness. ilay God's blessing rest upnon that con-

c
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gregation for its generous gift to owr Seminary!

Tn llarch of this year e received a letter fronm a Mr. Elmer Loschen of Tampa,
Florida, inquiring about our enbire Seminary training program. He stated that ke
was 39 years old, a Lutheran born in Illinois, had a business backgrourdand enough
financial security to re-locate and to spend a large part of time in study: Your
President wrote to him, enclosing also a copy of our Catalog, and pointed oub to
him the pre-Seminary curriculum to be pursued at & college or university as well as
the actual courses taught by our professors., It was also exnlained to him that
since ue are preparing faithful pastors for service in our omm midst, it is our
policy, according to our convention of 1970, to accept as students "only those who
are qualified commmunicants in our member congregations or in congregations in
fellowship with our Conference." e encouraged 1. Loschen to take the necessary
steps toward such membership. To date thsre has been no reply, but once more it
is evident that our Conference and our Seminary are becoming Imovm to others out-
side of our fellowship.

Wori: on our new Serinary Catalog has not as yet been completed. As scon as
it is available, our congregotions will be notified.

1Tith profou
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As we loclk ahead to the eleventh year of our Seminary work, Student Cerald
Iuedtke will talee such courses as can be conveniently scheduled for him. Student
David T. Iliensing will enter upon his final academic year and, God villing, will
become our third graduate in June of 1900,

As we bring this report to a close, always remember that this is YOUR Sem~
inary! Pray for it; vork for it by encouraging young men to consider the minlstry

as their life's work (e have N0 prospects at this time!); and support it uith
your offerings! ith sincere thanks for all the fervent pravers and generous
gifts in the past, may I in Jesus! nane urge you all to continue prayinz and give’
ing for this imwortant work so that, as the Preface of the Book of Concord states,

"the pure doctrine and the profession of our faith may, by the help of the Holy
Ghost, be preserved and propagated also bc our posterity until the glorious advent
of Jesus Christ, our only Redeemer and Savior!"

Respectfully submitted;
0. ¥, Schaefer, Seminary President

BEPORT OF THE FIVANCE COMMITTEE FOR THE PAST FISCAL YEAR 1978 - 1979

Dear Brethren in Christ,

This year has been quite an active one for your Treasurer. First of all, the
transition and transfers of all the records to the current Treasurer were finally
cerpleted at the end of August, This transition involves all the books, records,
accounts, etc, of the previous Treasurer as well as the changes to be made with
the banks holding these accounts. This algc includes understanding and becoring
faniliar rith the accounting system. This then is the underlying reason that the
June and July reports caxe out as one this year, for all these transactions are
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guite time consuming.

Also tiais j year to add to the situation, all the books used at that time were
filled up. Thus it was necegsary to gebt nev books; it then was also convenient to
"streamline”" the present system to be more efficient and less time consuming. In
the event that something should happen to the Treasurer; a "KEY' consisting of a
block diazram and outlined procedures is included with the Treasurer's records so
that anyone new to these books would be able to understand them a little easier.
Ulew vouchers were also printed up to assist the record keeping nrocedures.

After the new books and systen mere developed, your Treasurer becane aware of
the new "Treasury Accounts" availible &t savings institutions. These accounts have
a high interest rate and require a $10,000 minimum. Dach term is on a six month
basis; these monies then would not be tied up in four year accoutits. The interest
rate varies from veek to weelr 1rith the U.S. Treaswry Bill's rate. These interest
rates only change at the time of maturiuy. The first of three of these &ccounts
opened had an interest rate of 7.992% compeunded daily, the second; 9. 85 com-
pounded daily, the third, 9. 629, Vhen the first one metured, it rose to that
week'!s current rate of .67p‘ liote also that these interest rates wher compounded
over the year are in excess of 105 which converts to a figure in excess of
$1,000 in interest per account over a one year period. The three Treasury Ac-
counts are set up so that one will mature every two months giving us more flexi-
bility as well as high interest ratcs. There was howrever, only one account that
had to suffer an interest penalty: however, this account was a 2%s yr. certificate
with only one half years tinme toward its maturity. The loss here in interest (due
to early withdraal) at 6 3/L% will be wore than made up in the next six nonths
at the higher rate. I'urtherrnore, the gain over the remaining ¥: yrs. at the
higher rate will be that much in our favor. This change has already shoim to be
profitable ith interest for the past year in all funds exceeding $2,600; as con-
pared rith last year's of $2,212.56 for spproximately the same amount of cash in
the savings accounts.
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In the beginning of April a letter was sent out to all congregations asking
thenm for their pledges. Houvever, because only one of the pledges was returned
before the printing of the "Prosnectus," the proposad budget, as noted, was most
speculative and based on the cover letter seeking nledges and not the pledges
thenselves., A definite proposal w?ll followr in the report of the Tinance Cormittee
concerning the budget.

During the past year owr committee wvas busy studying methods of auditing the
Treasurer's books, 1Te found that ab prasent there are two alternatives by a
C.P.A.'s Auditing., One is an in-depth audit vhich would go over the hooks with
what one might call a "fine~toothed-coimb,” and the other method would be an "Un-
audited Statement” or a review of the bhooks or a sort of a "shallor audit" of the
books. The cost hovever is a little "steep” for an Official Aucit would cost
approxinately 9500 to $700, and a "Review" would cost approxinately 250 to $300.
This C.P.i. suggested that we definitely not have an Audit for it would not at all
be necessary but that if we still wanted something, a review would be the wagy to
g0, He also at the time of interview on three occasions commended the Treasurer
for the excellent hooklieeping that he has done. Still, ouwr commitiee favors an-
other metiod, Our recommendabion to t.oe convention is to have 2 or 3 nembers of
the congregation in vhich the Treasurer is/ located to carefully and thoroughly
audit the records cof the Treasurer BEFORE the convention takes place while there
would be plenty of time *tc do their job and be able to confer writi the Treasurer

~35~
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throuzhout the audit, bringine their report to the convention vhen it convenes.
This e feel would be sufficient and would minimize the cost to the Conference.

We would not at this time recommend having an audit by a C.P.A. because in addition
to his fee, our funds are not that excessive nor is the bockkeeping system that
corplex. I the convention decides still to go ahead every four years and have an
audit, this would be fine, however having a vearly audit is only costly and not
necessary.

Concerning the zuidelines for the dispursement of the Retirement funds, at
the latest the Finance Committee is arraiting response to its letter sent to the
C.T.E, Our comittee at this time has no recomiendations peading response by the
C.T.E on this matter.

This nast wear has been a stable 7ear as far as the finances are concerned,
there being no substantial gains in ovr vorlking funds: +the total gain in all the
funds for the -ear vas approx1mane1y 4000 1eav1"1'7 the +otel funds in the Conference
at «HS?.?,2,35L°3 "Te hav

1 nanif
much To bhe thanixful m-r-o ‘,'ei,j

have
country!s poor economic picture recently, txo Tocd given us increase in
our funds. Lven tnough thev nay not he very ;1gﬂ1£¢c31* LHF jlcture is on the
positive side rather tha: the nepative. ILet us strive to give as our Lord has so
prospered us, never lforzetiing that lle can take it 822 ¥ even as Jie has so
blessed uvs. The coming years are not a zood econonic outlook in this comtry, so
also the times ahead for us 1ill be very trvin: Still trith the strengtn of our
Lord, let us zo ahead, moving forward in that Ho has entrusted to our
keeownr alvars to His glory!

o

ovan in gnite of our

e

the tesiks

REPORT OF THE FIUAT'CE CO.ITTTEE COCTRIIVG TIE BUDGET TCR FTSCAL 1979 - 1960

Dear Brethren in Christ,

Since not all pledges from our congregations were received until June 1, it
has not been possible to forward the results to the congregaticns., The pledge re-
sults are as follows:

General Fund Seminery Fund ilission Fund

St. John's 50.00 250.00 30,00
St. Iuke's 18.00 72.00 10.00
Peace 90.00 L75.00 250.00
St. Stephen's 30.00 310,00 100,00
Trinity 15.00 35.00

Total/mo. 203.00 11h2.00 390.00
Total/yr. $2L36.00 $1370L.00 $1,680.00

Considering the nseds of

the folloring ravised budget proposal:

(reneral Fund

our Conference the Finance Commitiee

Seninery Fund

has prepared

Operational Subsidy Profesgor's Salary 7266.00

(Seriptural Publ.) 1,000.00 Housing Allowance 38L6.00

Telephone 200.00 Nlesocinte Professor 2340.00
~36m=
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Travel 750.00 Facilities 100,00
Convention 300.00 Library 10.00
Iiscellaneous 250.00 Stock 65,00
Printing Constitution & Periodicals 85.00

Seminary Catalog ___170.00 ‘2 scellaneous 25.00
TOTAL % 2,670.00 $ 13,737.00

Mission Fund

Trinity Subsidy $5,180.00

Lxplanations of the changes are as follows:

General Fund: Vo additional funds were requested by the Publishing House so
this will vemain at the same figure; 1iliscellaneous - this was increased due to
large red figure in last year's budgzet and anticipated expenses in this fund.

Seminary Tunds Because pledees were only increased 2,2% salaries were only
increased 25, This increase was placed in the housing allowance rather than the
rezular salary, for the current figure lacks in meeting its purpose; the housing
allowance is also tax free. Periodicals wns increased due to increased sub-
scription rates. Iiiscellaneous was increased to meet overage in this fund from
last year's budget.

llission Fund: Mo additional rcquest was made for funds to our sister congre-
gation for subsidys; this figure is the sams as the previous year.

Your committee also recommends we continue to authorize the availability
of $1,0C0.00 from the General Fund to the Publishing House for the purpose of
implenenting the program of establishing and maintaining a stock of orthodox
Christian books and other literature for purchase by our people.

Iet us go ahead nor and make our decisions under ths direction of our Lord,
that lhey nay be pleasing to Him. ILet us mork together in our joint financial
dealings so thet we may grov in His prace, and that these matters in all respects
may truvely glorify His nene.

D

Respectfully submitted,

The Finance Comittee;
Jdeffery W. Styr, Chalrman

FIAL BUDGET FCR FISCAL YRAR 1979 - 80
GEITRAT, FIID SEITITARY TN

Operational Subsidy, Professor!s Salary 7266.00
Scriptural Publicetions 1000.00 Bousing Allowance 381:6.00
Telephone 200,00 Aszoe. Prof. Salary 23L0.00
Travel 750.00 Tacilities 100.00
Convention 300.00 Tibrary 10.00
liiscellaneous 250.00 Stock 65.00
Printing of Constitution Pericdicals 85.00
and Catalcg 170,00 iliscellencous 25.00

TOTAL $2670.00 TOTAT, $13737.00

‘

1ISSICH FUFD: Subsidy - Trinity ILutheren Church, Coos Bay, Ore. $5180.00
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RZPORT OF THD AUDITIVG COLITTTEE

tle have examined the books of the Conference Treasurer and have found thenm to
be in good order. ‘e cormend our Treasurer for his very thorough bookkeeping

systen and records.

e have examined the books of the Business ifanager of our Publishing House,
Scriptural Publications, and have found them to be in good order. Ve also commend
him for his complete and accurate records,

REPCRT OF THE COIZITTEE

Respectfully submitted,

Rev, 0, 7, Schaefer
ilr. Kent Frerichs
fr. Loren Dirksen

I. Initial Report:

The following are eligible for seating as delegates:

Peace Lutheran Church

Trinity ILumtheran Church

St. John's ILutheran Church

5t. Inke's Lutheran Church

St. Stephen's Lutheran Church

Rev, I, David ilensing
David T. ilensing
Glen Frerichs

Rev. Randall D. Styx
Toren Dirksen
John Dirkeen

Rev, . L. Natterer
Talter Tischer
1lichael Fischer
Rev. P. R, Bloedel

Stephen Bloedel
Robert Bloedel

nev., James 1. Luedtke
went TFrerichs
Toren Reil

In the absence of John Dirksen, the other lay delegate from Trinity receives
tiro (2) votes, yielding a total of 15 votes in all.

=
=

. In this final report the Committee informs the convention that the following

registered for this 28th Annual Convention:
A, 6 pastors, including Prof. O.'i. Schaefer in an advisory capaclty
B. 11 lay delegates, including 2 alternates

cos
23 visitors

C
D. Pastor Kenneth Keat of the Iutheran Churches of the Reformation, as

&n observer

L. TCTAL number registered: 51
The attendance for the Convention Sunday service was 96.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev! Janes 7. Tuedtke

Toren Dirksen
ilichael T'ischer

~38-
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ICIORIALIS TO TiE 1979 CONVENTION

leworial from St. John's Imtheran Church, Lebanon, Oregon

WHEREAS The intent, purpose, and scope of The Concordia Tutheran heretofore
clearly hes not been definecd; end

WHEREAS TIts optimal potential of distribution has not been realized: therefore

BE IT RCOSOLVED That the Concordia Lutheran Conference, in its 1979 Conventiocn
asseilbled, adopt the proposed guidelines for The Concordia Lutheran.

(This resolution was adopted by the voting assembly of St. John's
Lutheran Church, Lebanon, Oregon, at a regular meeting held on Dec,
10, 1978.)

Signed, Rev, il. L. pastor

- 4 s
Francis T, ¥illians, secretery

M
i
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GUIDCLIVES for THE COI'CORDTA IUTHIRALL

A, TTEIT, PURPOSE, and SCOFE
1., Instructionel. The Concordia Lutheran should expound upon the Holy Scriptures

so that one thereoy is able to increase in the knowledge of God and His liost
Holy Word (Col. 1:9~103 L:5: Rom. 12:25 Wph. 5:10,17; Phil 1:9-10)., The
articles should contain not only "the sincere mill: of the word" (T Pet. 2:2),
that io, easy to digest, for the benefit of the youth and "newborn bakes'" in
the faith (I Cor. 3:1); but also should provide "meat" (I Cor. 3:2), to
rercad, comprehend, and assimilate; and/or which nay be suitable for a more
intense Dible study, so that a Christian may expand his Incirledge of the

Sacred Scr _Lpull:[ €3, and thus _LLLI‘UL(,I his r/I‘O”T/ﬂ in the faith EI]QT@'Dy \dOl’]Il D 93
8:32: IT Tin, 3:15-17; Acts 17:10-12).

2. Devotional, The Concordia Lutheran should supply devotional aids for use in
fanily and/or private devotions (Lph. 6:h; Prov. 22:6; Gen.18:19; Deut. 6:
6-7; Jos, 2L:15).

3. Lutheran Confessions. The Concordia Lutheran should femiliarize its readers
rith the Lutheran Confessions, vhich are based solelv and solidly unmcn the
full tyruth and purity of God's Holy Viord, as seb forth in: Tuther's fm. & Lge.
Catechisms (1529), the Augsburz Confession and its Apology (1530), the Smal-
cald Articles (1537), the Formula of Concord (1580), and the Brief State~
went (1932),

L, Caristian TFellowship. The Concordia Lutheran contributors remind the readers
of tne pleasant and uod—pieaglnf bﬁrlstlwu fellorrship vhich they mey have
experienced (Phil 1:3y L:21-22; Col. 2:5; 1:12-17; I Cor. 11323 II Cor. 13
23 I Thess, 3:6~11; I Tim. 3:1k: II Tim, 1:h-6; Dom, 1:10-12).

The uriters of articles mav offer prayers for ithe brethren in the faith
(Rowe 1:9s IT Tim. 12l-3; Eph. 13163 Col. 1s1-3,9; Phil. 1:1-11; T Thess
5:23,28); and nay solicit pravers from the brethren (I Thsss, 5:25; II Thess.
3:1; Col, L:10).

5. liissionary Program. The Concordia Lutheran should provide helpful aids and/
or guidelines to assist Christians in bringing others to the saving faith
(att, 28:19-20; John 1:13-116).

B. DISTRIBUTION ‘
1. Subscriptions. DTach and every fanily in the Concordia Lutheran Conference
should subscribe to, and otherwise support, its official crgan, The Concordia

=39~
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ILutheran. The nominal subscription rate should not nale it prohibitive for
every household in the C.L.C. to receive this excellent publication in their
honmes.

Complinentary Copies. The C,L.C, publisher should supply corplimentary

copies of The Foncordla Lutheran as a missionary endeavor "to seel out all

“ho truly share our Scriptural pOSlthn in doctrine and practice, and to
urge the mutual public acknowledgement of such God-given unity. Thus we
shall be able thereafter to pracitice a God-pleasing church fellouwshipy rith
them.”! (Stabtenent of Purnose).
a, "Jide distribution, especially to conservative Iutherans (bulk-mailings
by the nublishing house).
b. Pastoral contacts
1) Appointments in his study
2) .iscion prospects and/or by visits to the unchurched.
3) Visisnc to the sicl and infirmed.
c. i'riends and acauaintances of lay menbers of the congregation.
d., Visitors to tne divine services.

lemorial from S5t. Luke's Lutheran Church, Seattle, Vashin

gho

VIEEREAS  the Conference ircasurcr is responsible not only to guide the Conference

in finencizl ard business afyairs; but also, because of his membership
in the Board of Dircctors, should be well versed in spiritual matters; and

IHCREAS  the Conference Treszsurer has tae full responsibility to direct the acti-

vities and decisions of the inance Committee with reference to fiscal
and budget corsiderations:; and

UHCREAS  the Conference Treasurer is not only responsible for receiving, safe-

THEREAS

e

grarding and disbursing monies in behalf of the Conference, but also to

n the records of

the Finance Cor 5 presently considering the use of a Public
Accountant to andit cur financial records, vwhich recognizes the sound
business principle that “he offices of Treasurer and Accountant should
normally not be vested in the same person; therefore

DE IT RUSCIVED to relieve the Conference Treasurer of maintaining the financial

records of recelptu and disbursements and appoint a Financial Secretary
for this worl:, -thich tro:ld acccimlish the followings:

1, Permit Godly layren, not acguainted with accounting procedures, to
be available for the oiiice of Treasurer in our Conference.

2. Reduce the work of thc Trcasurer in order to provide increased
efficiency in budget, fiscal nlanning and investment matters.

-

3. Solve the problem of a special audit by a public accounting {irm,
due to the safeyuard of dual responsibility in the offices of
Treasurer ard Tinancial Secretary; and

B IT FURI.CR BISOLVED  that the Conference Constitution be amended to set forth

the duties and responsibilities of the Treasurer and Fincncial Secretary
as suggested ir. the Zollowring Basic Guidelines

Treasurer

. Pece:vu. banlz and disburse monies in behalf of the Conference.

. Porvrard oripinal scurce fiscal records to the Financial Secretary.
. Deceive, verify anc distribute the monthly and yearly financial

w N Sli

e}
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statements provided by the Tinancial Secretary.

. saintain bud~et records and issue necessary budgetary renorts.

. Chairman of the Finance Cormittee and Board of Directors iiciiber.

. Submit check stubs, pass books and other investment evidence for
audit at time of convention, or as requested by the Doavd of Livnchers

NI

Finencilal Secretary:

1. Receive fiscal records for appropriate bool: entry and pernanent filing.
2. Provide monthly and yearl financial reports tarouzh the Conflerence

Treasurer.

3. Provide special renorts as requested by the Doard ol ﬂiroctovs.

Li. Conference ’ccountant, IMinance Cornrittee llember, !
of the Doard of Directors.

5. Subiit books and all substantiating documents for spot audib ob
tine of convention, or as re ueoted oy the Board of Niractor:.

Sioned, .G. Bleedel, sec
P.R. Bloedel, Tagtor

Tote: Action concerning these llemorials are found in the iiautes ol tasee
Proceedings pages L9 and 1.3 respectivaly.

1978 ~ 1979 871

LOAL BOAPODT I SUMITRY

crecations)

i

Z. Parochial (of merper con

TTuriber of Congrepations « « o . « v & v o 4 o « o 4 s e 5
rdained Pastors (dncluding I assistant pastor) . . . . 6
Daptized HemberS & o o 4 o o o o o ¢ o v o o e o o o o 330
Commnmicant 1erbers o o v v ¢ o « o o 5 o o o s & o o o 200
Vobing Members « o o o v o o o v oa o o0 0 e s 0o oo Tl
Children in the Sunday Schools . v v v v v ¢ o o o o o 10
Ldults Regularly sattending the Bible Classes . . . . . 129
Commmicants Necedived . & ¢« o« © o o v o ¢ ¢ » « o o o « 17
Severances . . o < o ¢ s s ¢ 6 o e 8 5 6 « & ¢ v o o & 12
Bantisig o« ¢ ¢ ¢ v v v e v e e e e s v e e s e e e e . 12
Confirmations (Adult and Children) . . . « « « » « . . 15
Harriages o o v v 6 6 o o s o 4 s s s e e 6 6 v e s o 5
BurialsS © -« v v v v v e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ... 5
Sunday School Teachers . « v © « & o « o o & v o s & o 21
Superintendents . . . . . . . . ¢ 0 e v e v o e e .. 2
Elected Church Officers . . . . . . . . « + . . ... . hO
Organists . . . ¢ v o v v o v 4 v e e s v e e e e e e 9
Cholr IIerbers v « v « o o ¢ v v v 0 o v o o o v o o o o 16
Congrenabions Owning their Church Property . . . . . . L (603)
Total Acreage . . . e e . e e e e e e e e e e e 9.2
Tobal Valuabion of Real Estabe . . . . . . . . o . . . $575,39L.C0 (e3h.

IT, Institutional (of our Seminary):
ProfesSsors o ¢ ¢ s v s 4 6 6 o o e s s o 4 & 4 6 o e o
Current Students . & o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o & « o o o s « o o = o
Craduates toDate . « v o o ¢ ¢ o o s o o & & s o o o »

AT N

Respectfully submitted,
David T. lensing, Statistician
Board " ‘ember-at- Larpe (ifiddle esth)
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(MTUTES OF THE 28th ATUAT COITVETION
of the CONCORDIA TUTIIIAILl COVTTRTECO

The 28th Annual Convontion of the Concordia Lutheran Conference opened on June
22, 1979, at 9:30 a.m. 1rith a Divine Service in which President H. David llensing

mmmMﬂLm<mwu%swmnmmmeb%m<ﬁRwu3Jﬂ‘®dmm71cquidhw
hold that fast which thou hast, that no man tale thy crowm." Prof. 0. 17. Schaefer

served as liturgist.

S

The cornvention proper and the first sessicn besan at 11:20 a.n. it a brief
devotion by Pres. llensing including a nrayer and the reading of Tleb. h:9-15

The appointment of convention comriittees following the devotion specified the
cormittee menvers as outlined in the convention Prospectus, pn.3.

The initial Report of the Corrrittee on leristrations end Iixcuses 1ras ziven by
”ttee ne ber Loren Dirksen. It was reported that all delegates but onc unre
ent, vieldin: 2 total of 15 votes. It was noved and seconded to reccive

~

-

al revort. Carried.

. an TS hig Das 4 T4 amemracidant Dot T1 ot w tonl
Pres, liensing then gave his Deport. Vice-president llev. :i. L. Iatterer tocl
eIV~

the chair in the nean time. The revort mras one of nraise to the Lord for re
ing anong us the truth for these many vears since 19“1 vhen our Confercnce ro
formsd It mentioned the special importance of the Cormittee on Tutheron Tlioq
ard the Sewmdnary work. For health rcasons, Pres. liensing made the speci~i :
cf the brethren tiiat thev relieve hin of any strenuous positions of lealc
the year followuing.

It was noved and seconded to accept the report, subject to revieu.
Vice-president ilalterer aphointed the following committee to revieuv the
Report: Rev, Randall D, Styx, Valter Tischer, and Toren Reil.

The President then toolk the chair and presented the Agenda Ior the
sossions. Tu wvas noved and seconded to follov the printed Azenda as vri wo-.
Carried.

The renort of the Press Committee, given by Pres. llensing (host pas™ ) =

thet no pre-convention article for the press ves submitted. Hovever, pozsibly en

article 1ould be submitied Tfollowing the convention. It 1ras uwoved and C i
accent this brief oral report. Carried,

Tt was then moved end seconded to adjourn the worning saession. Carriec.
Sdjournmert follovred at 11:50 a.m.

The I'riday afternoon session began tith a devotion at 1:30 p.m. by Vice-nresi-
dent Tatterer. Hyrm 360 was sung, followed by the reading of Col. 1 -3-L and a
praver., The convention essay then began 2t about 1:140 p.m., again by DPestor Uat-
tereio The title of the essay was the same as the convention motto, "Our Faith-
fulness to the Tord in the ILigit of Judzient Day.”

At a ccnvenient brealiing point the essayist solicited discussion Irom the
floor on the portion of the esser rcad. Discussion follotred.

1 Finence
nd Conierence
duaplicated

e convention recessed 2:15 and resumed sessions at 2:50 it
Committee's report on the 1o t fiscal vear. The comiittec chairman o
Treasvrer, (1., Jeffery I, bt;A. began by »hssinz out to the brethren
reports to examine. After sufficient tiie for perusal, i, Styx reod
He pointed ovt that although the financial »icture ol the world today =

1N
AN
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unstable, the TLord has blessed tie finances of our little Conference over the past
wear, 1t was moved and seconded to accept this rewnort. Cfarried.

The Finance Committee recommended that 2 or 3 merbers of the congregation in
) oughl s audit the rzcords of the

1riecn the Treagsurer s located cglgf 21y and thor oughl audi ooy

Ll ISENN SR 4 10catet

Treasurer before the convention tales place while tx ere would be plenty of time to
do their job and be able to confer with the Treasurer throughout the audit,
bringing thelr report to the convertion vhen it convenes.

It was moved and seconded to acwnt this recomiendation. Discussion followred.
Tt was noved and seconded to table the recomendation until the time alotted for
Ciscussion of the St. Lule's liewmorial. Illotion lost. The PPinance Committee recom-
mendation was then voted upon and carried,

Inasmuch as the pastoral and ley dzlecabes ol St. Luke's congregation trith-
drevw their ilemorial from cornsideration of this convention, it mas moved and

+had a S am Fhasrs ramdao Crmsid ad
CALS Loem LI0oN w..\, .x;s..‘qa“ Lol LTl

ext came th2 electicn of officers under the direction ol the Nowinating and
Elections Committee. The electicns vproceeded as “ollours:

Hominations for President: Pastors ii.L. ilatterer, 0.,7'. Schazfer, James TI.
Tuedtke, Paul R. DBloedel.

Elected: Rev. i, L. Tatiterer

Hominations for Vi
Tuedtke.

ce-President: Pac-ors 0.7, Schaefer, P.7. Rloedel, James L.

Tlected: 0. 17, Schae’ev
Tominations Tor Secretary: Pastors James U7, Tuedtke, Randail D. Stz
Ilected: lev., Jaues . Tuedtle

Hommatlons for Treasurer: lissrs. Jeffery 1. Styx, Glen A. Frerichs, Ualter
. IMischer.

Llected: iixr. Jeffery 1. Styx

Vominations for Board lember-at-larse (Tar 'Test): lissrs. falter F, Tischer,
onald Schlaht, Ilenry Fischer, Victo:r BDloedel, Loren Dirlsen.

Slecteds iir. Valter T'. Fischer

Vominations for Coard liember-at-large (lid-Vest): ilssrs. David T. Mensing,
Gerald iI. Luedtke, Glen A. Frerichs, H. Daniel ilensing, Xent Frerichs,

Elected: David T. Hensing

At 3:55 p.m. the convention recessed to give the Tlections Comnititee opportun-
ity bo prepare the slates for Committee elections. At L:00 the Jlections Com-

mittee presented its nominations lfor Standing Corrittees.
Proposed slates for the Editorial Coinsittes:
‘
A. 2.
Prof. 0.7, Schaefer Rev. Dandall D. Stx
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Rev. il.L. Matterer
ir. Gerald iI. Luedtle

Prof. 0.7, Scheefer
ilr. Gerald Ii. Tuedile

Zlected: Slate A

Pronosed slates for the Committee on Theological Education:

A. B.
Rev, il.L. llattever
Rev. Janes V7, Luedtke
ilr, Llovd B. ilartin
lIr, Victor X. Bloedel

Electeds Slate C.

Proposed slates for the Cowunittee o

Rev. Nandall D, Stwx
Rev. .. L. Vatterer
ir. Glen A. Frerichs
r. Kent T'rerichs

C.
Rev., P, R. Bloedel
Rev. Randall D, Styx
ir. Lloyd B, lartin
ir. Victor ¥. Bloodel

liissions:

A,
Rev. James /. Luedtlke
Rev. I, L. MNatterer
i, TLoren Dirksen
rir. Ronald Schlant
itr. Jeffery V. Styx

3.
Rev. P, Il. Bloedesl
Rev, H, David ilensing
lr, Lloyd E. liartin
Ir. Loren Reil
ir, Ted D, Fischer

E‘_e‘c_ﬁ_gg: Slate A

Proposed slates for the Committee on TLutheran Tnion:

A, B.
Vice~President Vice-President
Secretar Secretary
Prof. H. David ilensing Prof. 4. David llensing
Ir. David T. ilensing r, Robert Ploedel

Elected: Slate A.
Proposed slates for the Publishing House Board Controls

A,

Rev. P, R. DBloedel

lev. il. L. iatterer

lir. Ronald Schlaht

iir, Victor . Dloedel
rir. Paul F. Luedtlke

*gl}‘e_(iegl_: Slate B.

=J

.

ev, P. R, Bloedel
Rev, Rardall D. Stwvx

. Dale Ellis

T,

Pronosed slates for the Finance Committee:
A, B.

ir, Jeffery 1. Styx
lir. Loren Dirksen
1. Bill Schrader
ir. Tarry Reil

Ilected: Slate A,

www.concordialutheranconf.com

e, Jeffery 1. Styx
lir, John Dirksen
Ir. Larry Reil

ir. Robert sBloed_el

ir. Victor X. 3loecdel
Paul F. Tuedtie

C.

Jr. Jeffery VW, Styx
1. Loren Dirlksen
i, Nobert BloecCel

iir. Nent Frerichs
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It was moved and seconcded to consider all elections unanimous. Carried un-
animously.

At L:L5 p.m. the Commiitiee on Lutheran Union (CLU) chairman, Pastor Natterer,
gave his report. It was rioved and seconded to accen‘l’ his brief T‘PT‘\HT"‘" Carried.

Following his report Prof. 0. IV, Schaefer, chairman of the CIU negotiating
team, gave his report accounting for the contacts made 'rith the Tutheran Churches
of the Reformation (LCR) and the Church of the Lutlieran Confession (CoLC) during
the past year. The report contained two recommendations. It was rwoved and sec-
onded to receive this report. Carried.

Recomnendation /1 stated: "thet our Committee on Tutheran Union determine the
feasibility of further meetings with the LCR in view of recent developments in
that church body, and if and vhen such meetings resume, thet they bes held only as

long as the agenda agreed upon is followed and further progress is mede toward
flnd]np’ true uni +v M Pprof. Schaefer exriained that "the agrcced upon accndal! ras

,,,,,, il -] wetAdITW viiaiu (X A LA

the matter of the state of confession, especially as it applies to the I'retzmann/
Hallstein controversy of 1955. This recommendation was moved, seconded and carried,

Recommendation #2 stated: "that if our Committee on Tutheran U rec
a favorable reply from the Church of the Lutheran Confession to our proposa
Harch 8, 1979, it endeavor to arrange a meeting with this group at rl
possible time." This too was moved, seconded, and carried.

President ilensing expressed his personal thanks to the CLU chairmen for their
carefully prepared reports. The Friday afternoon sessions closed at 5:20 p m.
with the Apostolic Blessing.

Saturday

1 Tatatnd arr mannSias os o~ A m ] ped - X
The Saturday morning session opened with a devotion a

% at 93
Pastor Luedtke. Hymm 5L1 was sung, followed by Ephesians 5:1-2
the final hymn, L0O.

Lt 9:25 came the reading of Friday's minutes, which vere adopted after a few
minor adjustments.

Pastor Natterer then proceeded with his essay. The portion of the essay
read was concerning such sins, even among ILutherans, as unionism, abortion, ard
homosexuality. ¥Following this it was moved and seconded to rcserve the last 1
pages of the essay for the apnointed time on Sunday, Carried.

In connection with the CLU report, Ifr. Glen Frerichs, delegate froem Peace
Congregation, mentioned that a convpntlon of Lutherans Alert was being held in
rorris, T1llinois, and wondered about sending representatives of our Conference to
attend as observers. This led to a discussion of the errors of ITutherans Alert
(headquarters in Tacoma, Washington), notably unionism and the denial of objective
justification. Prof, Schaefer mentioned a contact with their Seminary in which
they were willing immediabely without investigation cf our Conference, to train
students for our ministry.

A break was observed at 10:35; at 10:55 the Session resumed with a motion
that the Convention comaiit the suggestion of looking further into the position of
Tutherans MAlert to our CIU: seconded and carried.

The Editorial Commitiee chairman, Prof. Schaefer, then gave his report. One

-l5-
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suggestion oi the Comriittee was that the Publishing House nall all issues to sub-
scrivers first class. This will be taken uncder adviseent. It was moved, seconded
and carried to accept the report -rith thanks to the Committee feor its fine work
during the past year.

Mext, tae Comittee on Theological Educabion (CTT) report was given by Pastor
liatterer. It was a report of encouragement to faithiful ministers of the ‘ord,
pointing out t:at to have such necessitates faithful Seminary training. Tt was

moved and seconded to receive the report, Carried.

he Corriittee then recomnended and moved that the semester rate of tuition be
increased from $60 to $100, or from $8.00 per semester hour to $15.00 per semester
hour. This was seconded.

Pastor Sty reminded the convertion of the purpose of the tuition system in
our Sermdinary, i.e., that those graduates who become pastors in our Conference re-
ceive their tuition baclk as an extra savings in transferring from student to
pastor. The proposed increase, however, he pointed out, could cause an extra
financial burden on the students during their Seminary vears. Others also com-
rented both pro and con the increase in tuition rate. A third possibility was
advocated that the tuition ratzs be increased and that the Conference General Fund
supply tae difference from the old rate.

and

Tt was moved/ second to amend the previous motion, adding that the difference
in the increased rate of tuition be covered by the Conferencz General Mund rather
than by the students,

Tt was noved and seconded to commilt the whole matter of tuition to tie Resol-
ubions Comiittee., Carricd.

Prof. Schaefer then gave his Seminary President's renort, reviewing the acti~
vities of the past wvear, naliing rention of various gifts, offerings and inquiries
received. It was moved and seconded to accept the report. Carried.

Adjournment followed at 11:55 for the Lunch Hour.

The sessions resuned witl. a devotion by Pastor Styx at 1:l0C n.m. Hyrn 396
rtas sung followed by the reading of Heb. 11:1-12:2 and a praycr.

Rev. P. R. Bloedel proceeded with his report of the Publishing House Board of
Control. It was noved and seconded to accept this report. Carricd.

There rere four recommendations connected with the report, surmarized as
follows: Recommendation y1l: concernine efforts to speed up writing of articles
ard publishing of the Concordia Luthe r cople
earlier. This was adopted by rotis...

: o . .
. . " Stra <
so that subscribers ace

Recommendation ,'2: conceraning the incumbent Editorial Cormittee, that it
hold office throuvgh the July/August issue of the Concordia Lutheran. This was re-
corriitted to the Publis™ing “ouse Eoard of Sontrcl.

Recormendation 3¢ concerning continuing to keen ©1000 available to the
Publishing 'louse for the establishient of a book house, should *his become feasible.
Adopted by motion.

lecommendation jhs concerning $300 for purchasing 10 point mabs for the
printing of the Concordia Tutheran. Tt was moved and secondad to ruthorize a 300
erpenditure fron the General Fund tc Scriptural Publications for the prrnose of

- 7. 3 v - n K 3
purchasing the necessary mato. Carrisd,

D

The report ol the Business ilenager of Scriptural Publications was given and

I

ON
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explained by .r. Robert Dloedel in place of Mr. Victor K. Bloedel, the business
manager. This was then adopted by motzon.

At tids point the 2nd recommendation of the Publishing House Board of Control
as revorded b the Board was presented. It reads as Tollous "that the Editorial
Cormittee be responsibie for tine publication of the Sept./Cct. issue through the
publication of the July/Aug. issue of the following calendar -car.® This was
accepted by motion.

The iiission Committee Chairman Pastor Tuwedtke then gave his revort. It was
rioved, seconded and carried to accept this revort. There were tiro recommendations
connected with the report, the first recommending that the Conference grant Trinity
Tutheran Church, Eastside, Oregon, a subsidy "or the coming vear of $5,100 and the
second recommending a constitutional amendment in Article IX of the Constitution,
Both were adopted by motion, the second uwnanimously, subject to ratificabtion of
the congregations in accordance with constitutional requirements for amendments.

A break vas observed at 3:05 p.m. Upon reconvening abt 3:18, Pastor Styx gave
a personal interest report armended to the iiission Committee Report explaining the
progress and problems of our Mission Congregation in Fastside, Oregon.

It was moved and seconded to receive this special report with special praise
to the Lord for His continuing blessings upon our iiission Corngregation. Carried.
This was followred by the singing of "Praise God From Yhom A1l Blessings Flow."
Discussion then followed on liission Guideline #VT (recorded in 1962 Proceed-
inzs, P.20 and quoted in the ifission Committee Report. See p.26 of these Pro-
ceedings.) It was discussed whether the wording of the Guideline was too restric-
tive. T The Guiceline "ras clarilied to this extent that "consult" does notv
intimate absolute approval and that consultation of the Committee on Ifissions
can be made by contact with the chairman of the Cormittee.

It was moved and seconded that the above clarification be regarded as an
offiecial interpretation of Cuvideline #VI. Carried. The delegzates of Trinity
Congregation, who were concerned about the wrording, irere satisfied that this clari-
fication {ulfils the spirit of thelr inquiry,

lalter Fischer gave the Nenort Lo Review tlie President's Report. Pastor
llattercr took the chair during bhz resort. Tt was woved, seconded, and carried
to recelve tiis repoxrt.

The agenda procceded to the Renort of the auditing Cormittee as given by Loren
Dirksen. Tt was moved and seconded Lo receive this renort. Carried.

itial Neport of the 1070.00 budget given by
o moved and seconced to receive this revort.

This tras Tolloved by the
Treasurer Jefferv Shoz, Tt wal
Carried.

o
<..J
%

16 indtial Tevort o the liesclutions Comaitbee was given by Tavid T. ‘ensing.
At this time the Committee had onl - ore resolution to present, which concerned
raising the Seminary Tuition (as previously discussed on the convention floor) by
100%. It vas woved, seconded and carried to adopt this resolution. There -ras one

There 1as one Lecommendation of the Board of Yirectors to consider at this

time., It concerned itself with a ¢ift of 1500 offered by the ;id fssociation for
Tutherans (AAL) to owr Conference for the gelebration or the 100th Anniversary of
r

the Doolr of Concord and the )C'(‘\-)-‘»\

av arv of the Aursbhbur~ Confesgsion The
LONCOoYa ana Tne ouUta anniy S0,

a
oAl wilC Aavgooul’T WOILLT + 1S

letter offering this gift was read to the convention by the secretary, who then

17—
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read the recommendation of the Board as follows: "1) that we respectfully refuse
the financial assistance from AAT, stating to them that we do so in the spirit of
‘the Tutheran Confessions, based on Holy Scripture, as a clear protest against their
unionistic activity; and 2) that our own Conferesnce through its Board of Directors
set aside of our owm General Fund honies to be used by our congregations in the
celebration of the L0Oth anniversaby of the Book of Concord and the ;50th amniver=-
sary of the Augsburg Confession."

It was moved and seconded to adopt the Board!s recommendation. Before this
could be carried, the discussion of the recommendation led to a motion, which was
seconded, to table the Board of Ditectors! Recormendation to Sunday at 2:30, This
was carried.

The convention session adjourned at 5:25 after various anmouncements,

Sunday

The Sunda; Horning Divine Service began at 10:00 a.m. Pastor H. David iensing
conducted the liturgy. Pastor P. R. Bloedel preached the ssviion based on Heb, 10:
25. Holy Communion was administered trith Pastor 0. VI, Schaefer giving the bread
and Pastor ifensing giving the cup.

The Sunday session proper began at 2:L0 p.m. with a devotion by Prof, 0. 7.
Schaefer. Hymm 605 was sung, followed by the reading of IZ Thess. 1:3-12 and a
prayer. The newly-elected President, Rev. 7 I, Hatterer, vresided over the
Sunday sessions,.

Upon the reading of the minutes of thie Saturder session, they were approved
. - - - T ’ il
by motion after a few clarifications and adjustments.

The Convention lLissay was concluded by Pastor atierer. 2rof. Schaefer took
the chair during its presentation. ith th~ essay conciuded, it tras moved and

seconded to accept it with thanks to the essarist. After brief discussion of the
essay, the motion was carried.

Concerning the recowmendation of the Board of Directors on the AAL offer of
$500, Pastor Patterer read a letter he had drafted as 2 suggested answer to the
LML, After reading the letter, President llatterer solicited responses.

Mr. Glen Frericias proposed an alternative response in the form of a substi-
tute motion (i.e. to the Board's recommendation presented in the Saturday after-
noon session) as follows: "that we notify the L that we 'rill accept the <500
gift from them, bub only writh the understanding: 1) that their offer is exactly
what it states; a gift -~ viz., something that is ziven to us with no presump-
vion of our participation tith them in present or future activities; 2) that we
are currently not in fellowship ith anv other Lutheran bodies arnd therefore
would not be able to participate in activities with them (FRom. 16:1?); 3)that we
1ill take AAT, at their wvord vhen they say they do not irtend to dictate how the
funds are to be used, but only wisih to be informed of hos we vse the gift; L) that
we do not wish to furnish AAL with names of our members ior solicitation purposes."

On the basis of Abraham's refusing the gift of the king of Sodom (Gen. 1k:
21-23) and the Israelite's refusing foreign help in rebuilding the temple (Ezra
Lh:1-3), it was deemed unwise by some to accept the AAIL gift. The general ques-
tion of whether LAT is a business or a religious organization ras discussed.

Following the discussions the question of the substitute wotion iwas woved,
seconded and carried. The substitute motion was then re-read, It was voted upon,
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and it failed.

It was moved and seconded to divide the Board of Directors' recommendation and
to consider its two parts separately. Carried. This being done the first point
o the recommendation was carried by motion and the second point was domaitted, by
rnotion, to the Resolutions Committee for formulation.

lr, Valter Fischer, delegate frlom St. Joan's Lebanon, Cre., presented his
congregation's iiemorial (concerning the Concordia Iutheran) point oy point to the
convention. It was moved and seconded to adopt the Hemorial., Extensive discns-
sion followed and various suggesbtions and amendments were proposed. Finally it
was moved and seconded to cormitt the entire St. John's Memorial to the Editorial
Committee for study during the comiig year, a repcrt to be zivea bo the next con-
vention on the matter. This was carried.

The sesslon adjouraed for supper st 5:35 p.m. At this tine the chairman noted
that a visitor iros prec-nt, Pastor Kenneth Xeat (T..C.R.) of Thizago. President

N

Hatterer officially recognined and velcowoed him.

At 7:30 p.m. the convention reconvenzd for an evening scagion. At this time
the Finance Comaittee Chajrman, Mr. Jeorf»ry Styz, moved sccenwbance of the previously
presented budget. Seconded, carried.

The mimeographsd stabistical repory wras nass out by Doard lember I, David
grap

T. llensing for consideraticn. Tt tras noved, s sese 1ﬂ and cory ﬂd to accept it

with thanks.

Delerate David 7. liensing, on beX:21f of his congregation, offered once again
his congregation's church facilities forr use by our Conference Seminary. Pres.
Natterer officially accepte? the oifer on behali of the Coniereace.

Mr, Mensing thcn continued the DNesolutions Committees Report :with Resolutions
2~6. Their substence and action is racorded here as follous

72 = concerning our observance of the L0Oth anniversary of the Book of Con-
ord and l50th anniversary ol the Augsburg Confession.  lioved, seconded
anc carried.

#3 = concerning than’s for the sermons, devotions and essay. Carried.

#li = concerning thaiks to past covivitiee chairmen ancd members and praver
for the coming year's commitbees. Carried.

ifb = concerring Poace Congregation!s provision of the Seminary facilities.
Carried.

#0 = concerning thanks to Peace Ivtheran Chuvrch for its hosnitality and fel-
lovwship as host of the 1979 CLC convenbicn. Carried.

The final Renort of the Committec on Negistrations and Ixcuses vas given by
comiittee member, Mr. idchael Fischer. Tt was movad, seconded and carried to re-
ceive his report.

Concerning the tims end nlace ot nevt vear's convention, an invitation was
extended by 3t. Lule's Lutheran Church, Seattle, Tashington. The convention by
motion accepted St. Lwre's invitation.

¢

The Conference's conventicn business having been concluded, President Nat-
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terer closed the final session with a devotion. The convention officialls con-
cluded at 8:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

7

Lev. James 7. Luedtke, Secretary

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTID BY TST 28th AVNUAL COUVEITTON

Resolution #1:

WHEREAS  the tuition system for students of our Seminary was originally devised
as a savings program to benelfit those who would eventually accept calls
into the Holy llinistry frowm our member congregations; and

WHEREAS the rates charged, both for full-time and part-time students, have re-
nained virtualls the same since the establishment of 1t1is system in 19593
and

\HEREAS  current economic conditions worrant an up-grading of these rates to re-
flect the effect of inflation mnd more adequately to provide financial
assistance to newr pastors trained in our seminary; but

VIREAS  a larse incresse in tuition retes at this time would work a special
hardship wpon our present sindents, both of wvhom have forsaken advance-
ment in their secular wvorlt for the sske of their theological studies;

THEREFORE BD IT RESOTVID that, upon recommendation of the Committee on Theolog-
ical Educat;ony tultion rates bz increased bheginning in The fall term,
1979, to 100 per semester for full-time students and $16 per serester
hour for part-time studenbs; bub

BL IT FURTHER RESOIVID that, in order to =void placing a financial burden upon
our present studemts, the Conference underurite 503 of their tuition
as scholarship aid, these monies to be taken from the balance of the
Conference General Iund and be deposited in the Tuition Fund to the
benefit of thc students! resmective accounts.

Resolution #2

WHEREAS the year of 1980 1rill be the L00th anniversary of tlie Pook of Concord
and tne L50th anniversary of the Augsburg Confession; and

WHEREAS the treasure we have in this Book of Concord is particularily worthy of
special celebration in vier of widespread departures fron Scriptural
truth in Iutheranism; and

UTHEREAS  all the congregations of our Cor’erence have subscribed to these TLuth-
eran confessions because tnev are a true exnosition of God's Tord; and

TTHERELS the very name of our Conference, CCMCORDIA, bespeaks owr uwnity in God's
tlord and tie Book of Concord, its Latin name being "Concordia;

TIEREFORE BDE IT RESOINTD that the CO“COfCla Tutheran
tion as +1h] +1

Con
a n
versaries in their ovm midst; and

'
niexr
ssenmbled encourage 2ll our cgpgrann iong to

e Shad

~50-
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BE IT FULTHER RESOIVID that our Conference as such alsc ohserve them in connection
with its 29th annual convention; and

BE IT F'URTHER RESOIVID that the Board of Directors be authorized to use a maxi-
mum of $500 from our General Tund to plan and provide for such fitting
celebration on the part of our Conference,

Resolution #3:

WIFREAS: the sermon delivered by our president, the Rev. H., David lMensing, ab
the opening service of this convention, as well as that delivered in
the Sunday divine service by Pastor P. R. Bloedel, twrere found to be
especially edifying to the delegates, guests and visitors in attendance;
and

WHEREAS the celegates and guests at this convention received also special en~
couragement and strength from the various devotions conducted by our
pastors dvring sessions; and

UHEREAS rre were particularily edified by the essay presented during this con~
ventiong

THEREFCRE BE IT 1WSOLVED that the convention especially thani: Pastors liensing and
Bloedel Tor their edifying messages, and Pastor latterer also for his
thorough and timely essay, and that e express our gratitude also to the
other pastors for the special devobions conducted br them at this con-
vention.

Resolution #lis

TTHEREAS  the officers, standing committees, and appointed committees have served
our beloved Conference faithfully during the past fiscal year under the
continued blessing of the Lord of the Church:

THERTFORE BE IT iLISOLVID that e express our sincere gratitude for all that these
brethren have wrought in their dedicated Christisn service to ovr Con~
ference during the past year of grace; and

BE IT FURTHER RISOLVID that we call upon the Foly Spirit to grant a rich measure
ol His grace to those brethren who have been elected to nositions of
leadership in our midst for the coming fiscal vear, so that all they
thinl, say and do may be in accordance with Ged's Holy Tord, to His glory
alone, and for the continued prosperity of His Lingdom among us.

Resolution ;5

VHERZAS  our Conference Seminary nhas continued to enjov th of the
facilities of Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Tinley Par':, I1linois
last ten years of its operation; and

WHERTAS Peace Congregation has continued to provide these quarters for a token
naintenance cost of $100 per vear, thus aiding the Conference in keeping
at a uinimum its expenses for the physical plant of its seminary program;

THREFORE BE IT ROSOTVED that we erpress our gratitude in the Lord to Peace Ev.
Tutheran Church for its continued brotherly cooperation, generosity and
sacriiice in its promotion oi this most necessary rrork among us.

¢

Resolution #6:3

VUHTREAS the Concordia Lutheran Conference has this vear been especiall; blessed by
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the Tord of the Church writh a most cooperative, well-balanced, jOVful
and fruitful convention, ror vhich all glory end praise is due to Him
alones and

IEREAS  Peace Bv. Lubheran Church of Tinley Par’:, Illinois, has showm itself
to be a most gracious host to this 20th Annuval Cenvention by extending

Christian hospltallty to delegates and guests in its church building
and in the homes of its members; and

WHEREAS  we were privileged to enjov not only nourishment “or our bodies through
the dedicated service by the ladies of the congregation, but received
alsc in rich abundance nowrishient for our souls in the Bread of Tife,
God's wrecious ord and Sacrament; and

WHEREAS our worship of the Lord and Head of His Church in the various devobtions
and divire services was enhanced by special organ and choral susic Lo
His glory;

T:IREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Concordia Lutheren Confercnce express its hearty
thanlis to the pastor, assistant pastor and members of Peace VU'”’A”“tLO”
for their most liberal hospitality and Christian fellowship wiadch co
tributed in large measure to the success of this meeting, to o spurltual
edification, and to our physical confort; and

T IT FURTHER R..37IVID THT ti.e Conference especially thark iir. Stepher
and irs. H. David llensing, vho assisted hin, for serving as org
for this convention, and iir. H. Daniel llensing and the choir ol
Congrezation, as well as those brethren who joined with it orn Simdey
morning, for the choral offerings wvhich added both beauty and snireitval
edification to the divine service, as also to the Sunday dimver hour; and

30 IT FURTHEDR RUSOLVED that we express special gratitude to those mem e
nost consregation 1tho opened their homes so gererously to the dulocates
and guests o7 this convention, as well as to the ladies of the oong;evo
tion who so untiringly pave of their talents and tinme in the prensration
of attractive and nourishing meals throughout tine convention; and

BE IT FURTIER RLSUTVID that, above all others, ve praise and magnify tine Tor? of
the Churcn, our gracious 3avior, Tor the bvountiful blessings Iz has be-
stowed upon us, and that re express our thanksgiving esrcecially by
pledging ouwr continued 181tﬂfﬂ_1ess to Him and to His preciouvs "Tord in
the vears to come, sc that, by Fis abidin~ srace, e remain His dear
children and heirs and foallv rceeilve e croun of 1ife laid vp for us
in heaven which fadeth not avayv.
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