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SERi·ION PREACHED AT THE OPEEmG SERVICE

by the Rev. H. David l1ensing, President
TLn~ey Park, Illinois

Revelation 3:11

Dear Brethren in Christ Jesus and His Hord:

Already in the day of the Apostle Peter, he ul'!'ote in his First Epistle (4:7):
"The Day of the Lord is at hand." Since 1";e are living today close to 2,000 years
later, the modernistic religious teachers scoff at the tTord of God as though it
uere altogether mistaken. But in his Second Epistle Peter 'Vl'!'ites of these very
people (II Pet. 3:3-4): "There shall come in the last days scoffers, lilaThing after
their own lusts, and saying, irJhere is the promise of His coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the
creation." And he adds in verse 8 the explanation of hOH our Lord regards this
seeming long delay, saying, "But beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that
one day is uith the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day."
In viete; of this ue have chosen as our convention motto this year: "Our Faithful­
ness to the Lord in the Light of Judgment Day," or more briefly stated: "Be
Thou Faithful!"

Our convention essayist will point out from Holy Scripture in greater detail
that the day of the Lord, the Last Day of this Horld, and the Day of Judgment is
indeed nigh at hand. And to open this convention I have chosen to bring before
you as its keynote this earnest admonition of the Lord Jesus IIDnself:

llBehold, .!~ quickly;

Hold that Fast uhich thou Hast, that No Nan Take thy Crmm!"-- - -- --- --- - -- - -- --- -- ---
I.

If then ue consider this earnest admonition of our Lord Jesus by asking first,
"lIhat is this crovm uhich ue Christians possess and to uhich our Savior bids us hold
fast?"; the answer lies in the imrnediate context and also in a slightly more remote
context just one chapter before our text. It is the same crOlID uhich Jesus gave
to this faithful church in the ancient city of Philadelphia in Asia }tlnor and also
to His faithful church in Smyrna.

To the church in Philadelphia He lJI'ites through the Apostle John: "Thou hast
a little strength, and hast kept my Hard, and hast not denied my name." (v.B) To
the other faithful church, in Smyrna, He refers to it as "the crOlm of life."
(2:10) And again in our Olm chapter, He says to the church in Philadelphia: "Be_
cause thou hast kept the vJord of my patience... Him that Dvercorneth will I make
a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out," (v. 10 & 12)
shOVling that the crovm of uhich ae speaks~illits final culmination, the crmm
of everlasting life in heaven. The crOlm, therefore, of uhich He also speaks to
us and which we by His grace nOlI have in our possession consists not in any large­
ness, greatness, or strength and influence in an earthly sense, but much rather
in the possession of His precious ~Jord~ the Holy Scriptures of the Old and NelT
Testmaent, uith all their concomitant blessings, -- above all the central doctrine
of that 1ford, that a poor sinner is justified before God alone by God's grace,
through faith in Christ Jesus, and its culmination, the everlasting crOlm of life
in heaven.

Yet, possessing the crOlim does not mean merely to have the Bible in our homes
and churches but to keep it, as Jesus points out. (v. t5&IO) This nord trkeep",
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as the original language shaus, means "to attend to carefully, to guard it against
misuse, and to hold to it firmly." This uas not ahrays done by those to uhom the
crNm Has given.

Already in the days of t~1e Apostle Paul, he had to uarn the Thessalonians and
say: "The mystery of iniquity doth already lJork." (2 Thess. 2:7) Then, especially
frOTIl the third and fourth centuries on, attacks on the doctrines of the Bible did
not stop but kept increasing until, at the time of Luther, the Holy Scriptures
'tiere so covered over Hith man-made teachings that even t!1e central doctrine,; just­
ification by faith alone, nas hardly knm-n'l and believed. Luther, under God, re­
stored the pure doctrine of God 's Hord. But that Has not the end of it. Contro­
-,:,rsies continued after Luther's time and after the time of orthodo:h.'Y, or right
teaching,-- Pietism and Rationalism, on to the present day, so that even tod&y
atheists have the Bible and ridicule it. IIodernists have the Bible and try their
b38t to cast suspicion on it. Liberal Lutherans, or, as they like to call them­
selves, "moderates," no longer accept it as the verbally inspired, inerrant Hord
of' God, the Hord of JesuD, even denying that Jesus is the only Hay to heaven.
(Compare John 14:6) There are also otherl·rise conservative Lutherans, uith uhom

He Hould lilee to find ourselves in doctrinal and confessional agreement (I Cor.
1~~0), but lnlo, to bolster their false position. s~olv change the Hords of Jesus
to mean uhat t11ey don't say. That is, in the S~vior"ts~elm Herds, I1teachil'.g for
doctrines the comrnandments of men. II Clatt. 15 g9) And of this He' says even of old
th"':"'ough His prophet Jeremiahg "Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the Lord,
that use their tongues and say, He saith." (Jer. 23dl) And again, through tr,c
s <lne prophet: It Cursed be he thatdoeth the norI{ of the Lord de ceitfully. TI (JG:.' •

48:10) He are being faced today not uith mere complications, not uith misundcr­
otandings, but uith the plain falsification of Jesus' Hordt

Ny brethren, the crOlffi uhich our Savior has given us and to Hhich ue b:r His
grace still hold fast is His pure word and doctrine,-- nothing more or lo;:;s--H:L';h
of course its chief jeHel, justification alone by grace through faith, uhich cul­
~~nates in the everlasting crovm of life in heaven.

II.
And nOlT, my brethren, my fellOlr Lutherans, delegates of the churches or con­

gregations comprising our Conference, uhat are tore going to do uith the pc.-scious
~? Shall He still today and in the futu:re hold it fast-,-forourselv8s-;JnT""our
children and future generations? Or s'lall ue, like most of the churches in the
e2.rly centuries and today, permit it to slip slouly but steadily and surely from
O~lr grasp? These are questions 17hich the Savior challenges everyone of uo to
B..-'1suer as He says in the context: I1He that hath an ear, let him hear uhr', , the
Spirit saith unto the churches," (v. 13) and then adds the challenge itself in
ouI' text: tlBehold,Icome quickly; hold that fast uhich thou hast, that no t:'Q..'1
(n~"t'e precisely in the original,) fino onefi , take""thy crmffi. 17

Do you I-mOH, do you stop to realize, that this is a most tinely 11Cl'~"il:Z t a u~,

HIlO today possess so great a treasure? Do you realize that, riGht nOH, -::'1"1:'0 ere
p::rsonal beings and influences all about us that threaten to malw us los3 0"1"':'

[?;:'..~asp on the treasure of the true lIord, on the pure doctrine of th<lt Hord, t.r.3
true and saving faith, and the crmm of life in heaven? These are, in sbort J i:1
the Hords of Scripture, the temptations of the devil, the Hicked uorld, 8.nd O__'X

evil flesh.

There is then, first of all, the devil himself, that old Evil Foe of God and
","c:', lIho, though fie don't see him because h~ is a spirit, ualks about in this"orld
li2ce a hungry lion, seeking uhom he may devour. (I Pet. 5:8) He uill surely uss
every device and trick at his disposal, including his seed (Gen. 3:15), inc::"l':iing
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the evil angels and ~ricked men, to mak<? us doubt the truth, the clarity and the
authority of God I sHard, to fill us uUh indifference and uncertainty about our
Christianity; so that, as he 't1icI~edly hopes.+ he may by his cunningness sortlehoVi,
some time, some 'tray make us J.ose our hold u.pon the crOlm, -- and then, just then,
snatch it from us.

Then there confronts us, secondly and thirdly, coupled toeether as allies of
Satan, the tetlptations of the uorld and the ueaknesses and sinful inclinations of
our Olm sinful flesh.

Among these, approachin8 us from ~Tithout, is the ever-growing spirit of atheism
and "science falsely so ca.lledlr (I Tim. 6: 20), that increasingly tempts especially
our youth to give up or at least for the first to regard uith questioning eye the
ancient Holy Scriptures and the old Gospel of Salvation~

There is anon[; men everyrJ'here, ..- and this touches us Christians too -- a
carnal pride, a hanIcering to be biGser than Ue are, more ponerful and influential,
even at the cost of the crOlm. In these tuaes of high economy there is widespread,
also among us Christians, a spirit of \Jorldly selfishness, a lust for luxury, a
longinG to enjoy to the full the pleasures and material advantages of our modern
Horld. And this in turn could "\'Jell hinder the spread and lJrOSperity of Christ's
kingdom and at length taI:e from us or our children the crmm, unless ue earnestly
resist these materialistic tendencies of our age and by increased effort and
sacrifice build up and strengthen "the Halls of Jerusalem."

Then there is still another prominent temptation threateninG; to take auay
from us otrr spiritual heritage because it h~s to do crith the very cure of all the
other evils. It is the streamlined life in uhich ue are livinG today, so crammed
uith multitudinous activities that, coupled uith our ueak and sinful flesh, it
makes it easy sim)1y to say: "I have no time," no tir,le to take full advantage of
the various opportunities offered by my church to grou in grace, no time at home
either, to sit quietly uith OUT children at the feet of .Jesus for the One Thing
ITeedful, to be strengthened in the faith and be enabled by God's grace ever to
hold fast more surely to the cTmm!

Uhat? lTo time? Yes, ue still have 160 hours in every ueeT~, and ue don't
need all these hours for purely earthly pursuits. But liTe don't aluays use our
time uisely. He have in many respects lost our sense of values, and it is
seriously to be considered tThether ue all still truly believe that uonderful Hard
of our Savior: "See!e ye first the L:ingdom of God., and His rie;hteousness j and all
these things shall be added tmto you." (liatt. 6=33)

Yet, on the other hand, there is~ little time left for us penitently t~
!)m.o,..,rl "" r-T!:II"TTO "'1"1"+ n~"l<"'tol",(1" h"ir "1"'\''''''''''1'11''''11.,.7''' T.T''''''f'''\'YI';'Y'If'V +1"",1"'\ I"t"V'I"\T."""" l'\..,,+ ",1 ~f"\ h-r.,. f>''VIil'')C'I'rl..;'I'''''lr.. -i+.
_ ... , .............- "' ~W""Jlo-l" ,I..I.V,", .. ' ........ ...., ..J UJ 1..1. V\.oL.... ..L1 ~JVo...L. .J",LJ,G V.l.J,V 'v..L V~l.LJ. UU.V UO,.l".UV 1J,.'f G.L. ~"""lJ"""'.l.b ..........

more surely and firmly in our hands of faith. For Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
our SaVior, calls out and earnestly beseeches us once a,r,:ain today, as ue be;:sin
to revieu and plan the joint Hor!: of our churches in this Conference convention:

"neh.old, I come quickly; hold that fast lThich thou ha.st, that no m&"1 tales thy
crmml ll Amen.
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SERI10lT PREACHED AT TI-ffi SmIDAY SERVICE
! . - - ! .-....''"--

by the Rev. P. R. Bloedel,
C::","'+.+.1 ... H"''''h-i''',..,+.'''....-'-" ..... ..,.., ....'""', ·;_..... .L"'......."..6.O""v~.

Hebrews 10:25

Dear members of PeMe Lutheran Church, pastors and delegates of our Concordia
Lutheran Conference, visitors and friends:

IIIi'AITHFUIJ:TL:;SS TO TIlE LOPtD 11' TID LIGHT OF JUDGII8lTT DAY! If \-That a Honderful and
impressive motto for the 28th Armua1 Convention of our Conference. And you can
readily' see han this motto is set before you onCe again in the text which I have
chosen for this morning t s meditation from the BooI~ of :1ebreTrJ's, in the 25th verse
from the lOth chapter, ulTot forsaI~ing the assembling of ourselves together, as
the rna:nJ,Y}er of some is; but e)~~ortiiJ.g onE; another; and so Iiluc11 the Til0re, .B.S ye see
the day approaching. It

Huch ado is being made today over the so-c~lled Holocaust. Since the trouble
ll1 t116 nuclea.r pOvjer plar.Lt at 3-mile Isla11d, pl~otest lua:rclles agai11st tIle use of
nuclear energy have stirred up emotions throughout the nation. The energy crises,
inflation and the danger of Q grim recession, the SALT Agreement, and the elaborate
preparations in the area of offense m1d defense in the event of a nuclear attack,
too much rain, floods, drought and famine, the changes in the weather pattern in
this 20th century, tornados and earthquaI:es at places never before affected. All
these things have caused the unbelieVing peo~le of tins world to be alarmed and to
spend huge strrQS of money to be properly prepared for any eventuality--for safety
and security.

He Christians, hmTever, knou that our risen and living Savior rules and fills
all t.hinGs uith His divine pOlTer and majesty--that He governs and controls' the
entire universe, all the nations of the HorldJ the inventive genius of man, and
the elements of nature in such a ~']ay that the true believer's lTelfare and benefit
is aluays served--for the Bible assures us that "all things Horle together for
good to t.hem that love God!" (Rom. 8~28)

But there IS a Holocaust coming-- a Holocaust described in the most terrify­
ing Hords,; Horse destruction than the great flood uhen everyone on earth perished
except IToah and his family; areater destruction than that uhich Has brought upon
Sodam and Gomorrah uhen God rained fire and brimstone from heaven and completely
obliterated those cities of the plain; greater devistation and terror than that
11hich occurred at the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus in 70 AD 11hen human blood
11terally flmred in the streets, dead bodies ,Tore piled up in great heaps outside
the city ualls, and Homen roasted and ate the flesh of the:i_r mffi children.
T:cPiliOnS--you say? Yes indeed, but Gn:':ATffi Tnmons than these Hill accOIilpany the
Last Day of the Horld uhen "the heavens being on fire shall be desolved, and the
elements shall melt uith fervent heat,1l nlJhen the heavens shall pass auay uith a
great noise, the elements shall melt Trith fervent heat, the earth also and the
Horks that are therein shall be burned up! II And in the days preceding the end
of the uorld llmen's hearts uill fail them for fear and for 100Icing after those
things that are coming upon the earth," for llnation 11ill rise against nation and
kingdom aC;ainst kingdom, II false prophets and false Christs uill arise and trill
deceive many, the hearts of many 17ho professed themselves to be Christians uill
have waxed cold and the terrors and aufulness of those days Hill try the hearts
even of those 17ho are predestined to eternal salvation. lIe 11ill, therefore con­
sider as Ot~ therQe for this morning's meditation:

1979 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



~~ Importance Of Being Faithful in Assembling
Ourselves Together in Public Uorship

He shall see: 1. It is God's uill;
2. It is for 01.1r slJiritual and eternal uelfare; and
3. It is urgent.

I.

II It's not my life t s style to go to church every Sunday! II 1I I don t t mind going
to church in the uinter time, but in the summer time I regard my Heek-ends as my
vacation for camping and outings uith my family--after all, I take the Bible along
and ue can gather together for farrdly devotions. II And so it is the custom of
some to think lightly of the divine service in the house of Goel and to minimize
its importance. Uell, is it really so important after all? It IS important,
vitallv important-because it is GOD'S HILL for vour life. and despisinf!: the
Hill of God is something to be greatly concerned' about. God says; lIUot- forsaldng
the assembling of ourselves tOGether as the manner of some is. II

It is evident that the l1assembling together" in our text is POT merely a
chance gathering of Christians, not even the assembling of a Conference or Synod
in convention, BUT the gathering together uhich the Lord Himself has commanded,
narnely, of the Local Congregation of Christians for the·purpose of regularily
hearing the 1rJord of God, partaking of the Lord's Supper, Baptizing, praying to­
gether, singing praises to God and giving for the support and extension of His
kingdom.

If you, together uith your felloH Christians, in harmony crith God's Hard,
have called a pastor, it is then your duty before God to HEAR the lIard of God
uhich he publicly proclaims in your behalf and in the name and by the command of
Christ. The Lord God Himself deals Hith you through human ministers, men Hith
hU!ilan failL.'1[Ss and frailties, u'hen His 1-Jord is preached. Kno1ring tr~s, ;yrou should
not refuse or devise a way to neglect hearing them, but you should be eager, ready,
and Hilling to hear them as gladly as you should be to hear Christ Himseli :in
person, for the Lord Jesus says concern:ing His e&rthly n:esse!lgers j "He that hear­
eth you, heareth :lIe!fl Especially uhen you ImoH from Scripture that God has in­
stituted the office of the Christian ministry, the pastoral office, as the high­
est office in the Church to uhich all other offices are auxiliary, that He has
orda:ined that the Gospel should be preached bv qualified men who are called into
the nuu1isterial or pastoral office by Christians in every locality, it is then
His holy Hill that you should not think that it is sufficient to use the 1"JTitten
Hard of God BUT ALSO regularily to HEll.iq the public preaching of God's Hard
accord:ing to Christ's command--knoHing that a refusal to hear such preaching is
to disregard and to despise the Lord Christ Himself.

Remember the Ford of God \"Thich sayso "He that is of God IEArr!3TH God's lIord j

ye ~~e~e~ore hear them not, because ye are not of God;" "Keep thy foot t-rhen thou
goe::ni ::urea "He house 01 liOU, ana be more ready to I-lEAn than to give the sacrifice
of fools, for they consider not that they do evil;" "I uas glad TtThen they said
unto me, Let us go unto the house of the Lord;il "In the congregations Hill I
bless the Lord;" "Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thy house, and the place
uhere Thine honor dl1elleth;" "Blessed are they that IillAR the TJord of God and
keep it i" "They continued steadi'astly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellovJShip,
and in breaI:ing of bread, and in prayers J" !lUhen ye received the Hard of God
"Thich ye HE:Ar..D of us, ye received it not a9 the Hord of men, but, as it is in
truth, the Hard of God. if To hear and to learn God! s \Jord and thus to grou in
spiritual crisdom and understanding is the CHIEF PART of all true Christian uor­
ship. 0 hOlT important it is then to assemble ourselves together regularily and
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faithfully to hear the Hord of our God according to His Hill and Command!

II.

The regular hearing of God's Hord in the public uorship service !rhen He as­
semble together uith our felloW' Christians, also involves a precious promise, fo!'
God say·s, BAs the rain cometh dmm, and the 8n01'1, from heaven, and returneth not
thither, but uatereth the earth and maketh it bring fo:rth and bud that it may give
seed to the S01'Jer and bread to the eater, so shall lIy Hord be that goeth forth out
of IIy mouth; it shall not retUJ."n unto rIe void, but it shall accomplish that Hhich
I please, and it shall p:rosper in the thing lthereto I sent it. tI Here ue are told
that llhen God's Hord is regula!'ily preached (as the rain and snOH regularHy
nourish the fruitful eaxth) it uill accomplish 1'1hat God pleases and uill prosper.
But uhat is it that such a regular preaching of God IS Hord and the frequent use
of the Visible Ford in the Sacrament uill accomplish? Hall 1'Jill it become pros­
perous? It prospers and it accomplishes uhat God vrants uhen it maI~es people be­
lievers in Jesus their Savior and preserves them in this faith unto life eternal-­
and this promise is effected or accomplished in every local visible Christian
congregation. This happened uhen you became a Christian and, by God's crace,
through the re~ular use of lTord &1d Sacrmaent. have been kept in the true and
saving faith unto this day! Thus the Bible tells us, "It pleased God by th2 fool­
ishness of preaching to save them that believe" and "faith cOl:leth by HCfl.J'1TI:G, and
hearing by the Hard of God. 1f The Iau and Gospel is rightly divided and the 1'!hole
counsel of God is regularily preached from this pulpit and from every pulpit in
our beloved Conference. In our congregations also the Lord's Supper is admin­
istered regularly for our sOl'l's health. HOH important it is then, for our spir­
itual and eternal Helfare, "not to forsaI,e the assembling of om'selves together
as the manner of some is" but to be faithful in gathering tOGether uith our fel­
lou Christians in our respective local congregations for public uorship.· Here
only do ue have God's promise that His Hard Hill not return to Him eri1J.)ty, but "rill
accomplish uhat He pleases and uill prosper in the purpose for uhich He sent it.

III.

The great importance of heeding this 1Jord of God in our text is also brought
out by its URGI~trCY. liSa 1111.1ch the f:l0re," our text tells us, "as ye see the day
approaching! II IT a one Fha is a true Christian uill deny that ue are indeed liYing
in the last days. 11e can see the Last Day comine as lle observe the signs about
us everyuhere in this world. That great Holocaust uill soon be upon us--uhen
people least expect it, for Jesus says, liAs the lightning coneth out of the east
and shineth even unto the Hest, so shall also the coming of the Son of lIan be. 1I

and II as a thief in the night" it uill take the people of this Horld by surprise!
Then the unbelieving people of this Forld Hill cry out for the mOtmtains to fall
on thSi,l an.d for tIle 11ills to cover tl-lenl. Jesus sa~rs.'1 !tTl1en vjill be tlTO in the
field~ the one shall be taken, and the other left. Tuo 1'JOmen shall be grinding
at the mill; the one shall be taken, and t11e other left! 11 The one uill be received
into the joys of heaven; the other nill be abandoned to the everlastinc; torments
of hellt I..et us then do all in O'Ltr pOtIer that ue may not be among those uho are
left abandoned on the Day of Judgment!

He must constantly then be exhorted by the Hord of God, out of love for mIT

Savior, to do battle against our sinful flesh, against this wretched uorlcl in
Hhich He live, and against Satan, t;le old evil foe of God and I~an. And ue hear
such exhortation uhenever ~Te assemble ourselves together for public lTorship--and
through that Hard of God the Holy Ghost ttstrengthens and preserves us steadfast
in His Hord and faith unto our end 111 This is uhat God vrants for us alll

He Imou, according to Scripture and as Luther tells us in his Large Catechism,
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that all of us carry our Old Adam about our necks uho exalts himself and incites
us daily to unchastity, laziness, gluttony, drunkenness, avarice, and deception.
The Horld also causes us often to stumble in our faith, to sin in uord, deed, and
thought, to become il-,lpatient ~nd easily angered. 2:n this uorld there is nothing
but hatred, enmity, jealousy, violence, unfaithfulness, vengeance, cursing, uan­
tonness, sexual sin, slander, pride, rebellion, haughtiness, superflous finery,
honor, affluency, fame, and pouer--T,-rhere the most vile sins are looked upon as
something interesting, even praiseuorthy and socially acceptable. Then comes the
devil, ~lciting and provoking in all directions but especially agitating matters
that concern the conscience and spiritual affairs, namely, to induce you to
despise and to disregard the Hord and Harks of God, to tear you auay from faith,
hope, and love, and bring you lllto misbeliefj carnal securitYJ and hardening of
the heart, or, on the other hand, to despair, blasphemy, and denial of God. These
are indeed snares and nets, yes, real fiery darts uhich are shot most venomously
into the heart, not by flesh and blood, but by the devil.

Great ~md grievous are these dangers and temptations, especially as He see
the day approaching--so that every houx you are in this vile life, you are attacked
on all sides, chased, and hunted dmm so that you are moved to cry out and pray to
Goc~ that lIe 1Tould not perrnit you to become lrearJr 8....'Yld fa:Ll'lt, and to relapse i-nto
shame and unbelief. Therefore, the Hords of our text are ure;ent and imperative
that you (as an individual Christian) be faithful in YOcrr attendance at the
divine service uith the members of your local conGreGation, "not forsaking the
assembl:ing of ourselves together as the Tilanner of some is; but exhorting one an­
other: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching!" Then, by God's
grace, He may still finally overcome and obtall1 the victory-for Jesus' saI~e, in
His name, and through ~Iis pouer alone! Amen 0
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PRESIDENTIAL REPORT

"Oh that I had a thousand voices
To praise my God uith thousand tonguest
By heart, '"7hich in the Lord rej oices,
tJould then proclaim in grateful songs
To all, wherever I might be,
Hhat great things God hath done for me." (TLH, j~~30 v.l)

Lest this be considered only my mom personal expression of praise to the Lord,
let me remind you, rather, that it bespeales the praises of us all, my dear breth­
ren. For this hymn is based on Psalm 126, ,"There the holy l'JTiter-speaks for all his
brethren, praising the Lord for their return from captivity, and say1l1g especially
in verse 3: "The Lord hath done great things for ~; lrJhereof ue are glad."

The Lord hath indeed done great things for us; whereof ue are ~lad. Let us
all, and this includes the younger among us, not forget His great mercies! Ue
1vere by nature the children of urath, even as others. (Eph. 2: 3) But God, T:rho is
rich in mercy, redeemed us by the precious blood 0: His dear Son, ~nd, by ~is

holy Spirit, raised us up together and made us sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus (v. 4-6), freeing us from the captivity of Satan himself"

Furthermore, in the early 1950' s, uhen most of us who are in our Conference
today found ourselves veritably captive in our former synodical affiliation, cap­
tive in a churchly organization that permitted false doctrine and practice to
stand side-by-side nith the Trutll, and captive in human tYTanny over consciences
bound in God's \Tord~ cur gracious God freed us also from that captivity and
simultaneously kept us from "taleing the easy ~ray outll by simply affiliating ,rith
larger bodies uhose doctrine and practice, too, is today not right. He guided us
instead, in our various small churches or congregations, to hold together in this
1-;+.+.10 ""_"''Y\f''l:''t.'\o''t~'''''I'H'!t. +h_ '1,?\..;4-T.,. ,.....r;- U·~ .... C! ...... ..:_...:-1- 4_ +1... -.. 1-.. ......_...:1 ......~ _ ..... ""~-. Iv ....... t.... 1. .. ")\ r'lC'l T:r~......................... 4-_ ....... _ •.u. __ .v.LJ.\"oov V.L.V l"UJ,~uj' V,J.. .U..L.W VIJ..1...L..1.V -LJ,J.. V!lt:: uu.uu. U.J. .t:JtJC1.\,;l;:J \J..:I.tJJ.J.. 417",)1, CktJ .. Iv

observed and celebrated this last year.

iTou for another year our dear Lord has continued still to be uith us, to
guide and bless us in our hOMes, in our congregations, and in the joint Harle of
our Conference. As l1e thank and praise Him today, 11e also ta~:e this occasion to
thank the other officers and cornrrittees of our Conference and all the brethren for
their faithful support of our Horl" and especially the Vice President for his
valued help and counsel.

The business of this convention 1;111 be laid before us in the printed Agenda
and in the Prospectus; and, 1rith ~reater detail, by the reports and recommenda~

tions of our standing committees, the floor corMlittees, the Board of Directors,
by tuo memorials offered in the Prospectus, mld possibly also directly from the
floor.

i!hile 1"1:. 18 not my purpose nOH to enter upon or to pre-ao.vise on the Cl.1S­

position of these matters, there are tuo concerns to 17hich I invite your most
special attention-- the Horle of our Committee on Lutheran Union (CLU) because it
entails very special problems, and the lwrk of our Seminary because the need of
further students is critical if our people in the near future and in the genera­
tions to come are not to be "sheep Hithout a shepherd."

The "lotto of our convention tlli,-- year-is: "Our Faithfulness to the
the Light of Judgment Day,1I or more briefly stated: "Be thou faithful. 1t

having been presented already in the opening sermon, Hill be treated at
length by o~~ Essayist and in the Sunday Service.
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There is one request, brethren, Hhich it is necessary however at this time
for me personally to maI,e of you. Due to a series of grave and long-lasting local
problems this past uinter and also matters of no little concern in our Conference
l1orI~,-- v,rhich both together have caused ne unusual and unrelenting physical stresses,
nw earthly physician, finding m,y health otheruise still good, has seriously ad-
vised that "my 1-1Ork-lcad be limited to immediate duties. II Hence, in order to con­
tinue faithfully first of all in the Hark of my congregation- and the HorI: of our
Seminary, I ask that, for this next Conference year at least, our brethren exempt
me from any Conference position of strenuous leadership. According- to the uill
of my heavenly Physician, I uill of course be happy still to assist, in faithful­
ness to the Lord; t'rherE!ver des~ and trherever possible.

In conclusion, let 1.1e invite you to begin, continue, and end this convention
uith continued zeal for the nork of the Lord and Savior of His church, but aluays

"zeal according to Imouledge tl (Rom. 10: 2). And let us continue in all our vJaYS to
be thankfulful and gratefully, yes, lovingly faithful to Him uho hath done great
thil1gs for us, uhereof ue are glad; and nho is able still lito do exceeding abun­
dantly above all that ue asle or think, •.•Unto Him be Glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throuehout all ages, vrorld uithout end. Amen." (Bph. 3:20-21)

Respectfully submitted,

H. David IIensing, President

REPORT OF THE COI.liIITTEE TO REVIEt1 THE Pl1ESIDEl~TLA~L REPORT-------

He have revieued the Report of the President of our Conference and found it
to be informative, factual, and edifying. It has given us a fitting guide and
L~troduction to the NorI: before us at this convention. Especially it relninds us
of the rich blessings ue have from the Lord, -- not the least of uhich is the
precious unity and fellol1ship vre share in our little Conference.

Fe Hish to express our deep, heart-felt thanks to our President for his
labor of love this past year -- as well as for the continued sacrifice he, as our
President, has given us throughout these past three years.

He thank especially the Lord for such a faithful servant, and for preserving
his health through the often demanding responsibilities of the office. He pray
that the Lord sustain him nOlT as he leaves this office and erant him a restful
reprieve, and that the Lord sustain and strengthen him in all his continuing duties.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. ::landaU D. Styx
Halter F. Fischer
Loren Reil
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CON\l'ErrTIOiT ESSAY:

OUR FAITHFUWESS TO T!lE LOPeD TIT TIlE LIGHT OF JUDGlJEITT DAY
.;.-.--.....;.....;.;;;...;.;;.~ - ~ -~ .- -- - - .:-:......;:.~.-;...

The believers in the Old Testament longi..ngly looked fOri'rard to the coming
Christ L'l the fleshl That first Gospel prolnise given to our first parents in the
Garden of Eden, "l 'lrJill put enmity betueen thee and the Homan, and betneen thy
seed and her Seed; it shall brUise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heell1 (Gen.
3:15), 1'1aS surely understood by Adam. and Eve. Hhen Eve bore her first son, CaLn,
she exclaimed, as Dr. Un. Bed: follo~ring Luther translates, 111 have gotten a man,
the LOPeD." She thought that Cain uas that procised Seed of t~le vroman. The pro­
mise of the Savior uas repeated many times th..roughout the Old Testar:lent to the
believers. And 1'Je hear David, for eX8.nple, longingly crying ant, fI Oh that the
salvation of Israel Here come out of Zion!" (Ps. 53:6). Relying on the divine pro­
r~lises, tIle Old Testali1811t believers' faitll 1-laS not put to sha.rue. In the Gospel oi
LuIee ue note the great joy on the part of the believers as expressed in the Vir­
gin lIary's lIagnificat (Luke 1:46-55) and Zacharias' hymn of praise (Luke 1: 67-75) •
So also in Luke 2 uhen the Christchild is brought to the Temple Anna fI coming in
that instant gave thaclcs like1Tise unto the Lord, and sp~(e of Hll~ to all them
that looIced for redemption in Jerusalem." (v. 38)

NOH as the believers in the Old Testament 1mited for the appearance of the
promised Seed of the '\'voman, so the believers of the Hen Testament uait for the
glorious appearance of Christ on the Last Day. Thus the Apostle Paul describes
the Christians as Iluaiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." (I Cor. 1:7)
And in his Epistle to Titus he depicts the Christians as fllookillg for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus
Christ." (2:13) Just as surely as God fulfilled the Old Testament promises con­
cernine:; the 1st comin.g of the Seed of the noman, so also He uill fulfil His prom­
ise of the 2nd coming of the Lord Jesus,

In the light of this glorious truth ue should vieu everything in this life
in its proper perspective. IlFor ue must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ. 1l (II Cor. 5:10) Hhat an incentive for us Christians to "uall;: circum­
spectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeenunG the t~le, because the days are
evil." (Eph. 5:15,16) Ue Christians out of love for our dear Savior vrhose blood
has cleansed us from all sins (I In. 1:7), should strive to please Him in all that
we think, say and do. How fitting, therefore, is the motto selected for our Con­
vention this year: BE THOU FAITHFULl Hay our dear heavenJ.y Father grant us the
aid of His Holy Spirit as we in the light of our Convention Theme direct our
attention to our essay theme:

OUR FAITlWUnICSS TO T~IC mp.n IH THE LIGHT OF JUDGliEJ:TT DAY!

Hhen ue refer to faithfulness to the Lord He naturally include faithfulness
to HIS HORD t lIany object to this and declare it to be unnatural to include His
Uord, particularly all of it. Voices raised Hithin visible Christendom lIould
have us to distinguish between the words spoken by the Lord Jesus and the rest of
Holy Urit so that the Hords of Jesus are then regarded as being illspired uhile
the rest of Scripture contains men's Hords and therefore subject to errors. Think,
for example, of the turmoil being caused in the lIissouri Synod because of the
position taken by Rev. Paul G. Bretscher of Valparaiso, Indiana, nho contends that
the Scriptures use the term "the Hord of God" only to refer to Jesus and the Gos­
pel and never to the rest of the Scriptut'es', Such dist,inctions, of course, eman­
ate from the faith of all lies, the devil himself. (In. 8:L!4) For after all,
uhere do ue learn about the true God -- Father, Son, and Holy Ghost? -- From the
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revealed Hill of God in the Scriptures. Hhile the uhole realm of nature and the
testimony of our conscience tell us that there is indeed someone ln10 has created
and sustains all things and nho Hill demand a recleaning, nonetheless, tl1e revealed
knot,rledge of God in the Holy Scriptures alone t€lls us of the love of our dear
heavenly Father in Christ Jesus that uhosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life (In. 3:16).

Besides, ue do not learn about the Lord Jesus and His salvation through pri­
vate revelations and visions but rather through the gracious operation of the Holy
Spirit by means of the Uord. "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Hard of
God" (Rom. 10: 17). "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorrupti­
ble, by the ITord of God, Hhich liveth and abideth for ever." (I Pet. 1: 23) The
Lord Jesus, moreover, connects Himself to the 't'Tords of Holy Scripture l1hen He de­
clares in the Gospel of ~lartj "i!hosoever therefore s~lall be ashamed of l=e and of
lly ~rords in this adulterous and sinful generation; of hiT:} also shall the Son of
Han be ashamed, uhen He cor,leth in the glory of His Father uith the holy angels."
(Hark 8:38)

Inspiration of the Scriptures does not nerely cover the HOrdS uhich Christ
spoke as recorded in the gospels -- it extends to every 11Crd of Scriptureo For

"all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all eood Horks." (II Tim. 3:16,17) And
again the Apostle declares, "We spea!e, not in the t·wrds uhich man's uisc10m teacheth,
but uhich the Holy Ghost teacheth." (I Cor. 2~13)

Therefore, he tn10 is not faithful to every doctrine of t~e ScripttITes is not
beL1.g faitllful to the Lord Jesus 1'J110 tells us.9 nIf ye conti."'1ue in :'iy l-Tord.9 t11en
are ye lIy disciples indeed." (John 8:31)

The tilces in 1'O;lich ue live are indeed ver"Jr trying times. Our forefathers
have rightly declared tllat in tIle early C61ituries of the c11urc~.1 tIle de~Til tried
to root out the church by physical persecution of the Cllristians but he did not
succeed; nOH he thinlm he can succeed by false doctrinel He are surely living in
such times 1 11ho can begin to count the almost innUrtlerable cults and isms that
have sprunG into existence especially dtITing the last century! It is as the Lord
Jesus foretells, n:Iany false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive m211Y." (lIatt.
24: 11) And ue Chr~_stians are earnestly to tar:e such uords to heart! For the
Lord of the Church Harns uS J "BElT.l\RE of false prophets, 11hich come to you in sheep's
clothing, but imrardly they are ravening Halves." (Iratt. (':IS). And many of these
cults are grouing by leaps and bounds! Several years ago, for example, the IIor-
man organization announced that its r,lembership increased by more than 186,000 to
3.57 million. They listed 95,412 converts most of tIT10m uere brought into their
organization by their 23,000 missionaries throughout the ,-!OrleL The Jehovah's
Uitnesses also boast of the great increase in numbers.

1Te also note the rapid increase in the foll~Jers of such cults as Baha'i
uhich states that all the great religions of the trorld are of divine origin and
differ only in non-essentials. All religions are considered as Berely different
stages along the same path of truth and their fotmders uere all bearers of auth­
entic messa~es from God. The Baha'i cause is not an American movement but rather
Persian, lJith roots in the Islamic faith. Instead of follmvinc; lIohal11med they
folloued the self-appointed prophet, Baha'u1llah, Fho claimed that all religious
prolihecies \Jere fulfilled in him. A very imposing structure in Hilnette, Illi­
nois, reveals the sad fact that they have gained a foothold in the United states.
Like Baha l i, IIohrorunedanism has also established it self uithin our cO"Lmtry. In
Eugene, Oregon, for example, the ;iuslir~s purchased a building Hhich formerly
belonced to a Church of Christ and uhieh is nOH a mosque for Islam. Such cults,
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of course, as the lIoonies are faciliar to all of us "rith the attention they have
received through our nens media.

Hould it not be l10nderful if all those nho bore the nane Lutheran 'tTould stand
truly united in doctrine and practice against the manifestations of the devil in
these cults and isms 1 But, alas.l such is not the case. Already our Lutheran
forefathers experienced the truth of the Apostle I s ,vords, "Also of your Olm selves
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to dravl allay disciples after them."
(Acts 20~ 30) And so it has been doun through the years. There are those Hho, as
lle sing in one of our hymns, II aluays set forth something n61'7, devised to change
Thy doctrine true." (TIJ-I ;;(292)

AlloV1 me to tate you back for a feH moments to the early years of that once
stal't'mrt orthodox chU!'ch body-~ the lIissouri Synod. The contro'rersies uaged by
those valiant Lutherans nho desired to remain faithi'uJ. to the Lord's Ford uere
nurj~rous. One of those controversies is particularly significant for us because
certain aspects of that controversy have loomed once aGain uith Luthera12 circles.
It pertains to the Church and IIinistry.

Dr. Halther as the leader of the Saxon immigrants had to contend uith the
Buffalo Synod end its leader, Rev. J. A. Grabau, because of their errors con­
cerning these tHO doctrines. One of Grabau I s errors Has: and synod, not an in­
dividual congregation, is the supreme tribunal to decide vrhat is in a.ccordance
or at variance crith the Hord of God in faith and practice. Dr. Falther, on the
othar hand, rightly insisted that all the rights and potTers of the Church are
vested originally and i11lxnediately in the congregation and the duty to judee in
matters pertaining to faith nnd practice rests lrith all Christians, and to en­
able a CODP'1"ef1'ation tn ~arT'V nut thAf;P. riD'~lt.s and dutiAs it is not necessarv to-0- 0 ----- - ---CJ -.- ----- --u---- --- -- - - ....

be a member of some synod or General body. (SI:etches from the History of the
Church by G. E. Hageman, 1924, p.227)

The eight Altenburg Theses 1"Thich Halther had drairm up in 1841 uere elaborated
upon and applied in his Hork: T!-lI: vorce OF OUR C:-TIffi.CH on the Question Concerning
the Church and the lIinistry 1'1hich vTaS issued in 1852 and tvhich also had the unani­
mous and enthusiastic approval of the 5th Convention of the IJissouri Synod at
ilihraukee, Uisconsin. Anyone can read this classic in the English translation by
Hm. Dallmann, H. H. T. Dau, and Th. Engelder entitled: \falther and the Church,
issued in 1938. The questions: Uhat is the Church? and, Hhat isthe IIinistry of
the Church? are anStvered by Ualther from the Holy Scriptures Hith ample testi­
monies frOlll the Lutheran Confessions. But most important, the real and only
source of his teaching uas the Hord of God ALOl'lE 17hich he insisted ,las to be the
sole authority in the Church.

T11is corltrovel";sy cOrlCel"1:1ing the doctrll18S of tIle Clll.1rcll and the lIL~istr::r t-ras
not restricted to Rev. Brabau and the B-uffalo Synod. It also involved Rev. U.
Loehe and the loua Synod. ConcerninG the conferring of the office upon the min­
ister, Loehe and the roua Synod maintained that the Office lras Given to the Church
in its totality, not to its single members, uhile Dr. 'JaHher declared that "the
holy ministry is the pOl7er conveyed by God through the conGregation, the possessor
of the priesthood and all church-pmler, to administer on behalf of the congre­
gation in public office the rights of the spiritual priesthood" (Thesis VII of
Halther's Theses on the lIinistry).

In 1847 at the organization of the liissouri Synod we are told that a Pastor
Geyer and his lay delegate uere present to. protest against the organizing of the
?~issouri Synod because they maintaired that there Has no Scriptural authority for
such an institution. It uas then pointed out to them that such an arran~ement

properly lies within the province of Christian congregations, belonging Ln the
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sphere of Christian liberty; that the general command, Eph. h:3, and I Cor. lL.:
hO authorizes it3 and that Acts lS establishes a proper pre.cedent. An amendment
proposed by Trinity Church of St. Louis, lIissouri, declarinG that Synod, in its
relation to the individual congregation, is to be T.lerely an advisory body, and
that its resolutions have no bindinC effect until adopted by the congregation as
not contrary to the Hard of God and suited to its condition, Has embodied in the
synodical constitution. (The Concordia Cyclopedia, 1927 Ed., L Fuerbringer, Th.
Engelder, P. E. ICretz111ann, p.h87)

By the grace of God, Dr. Falther nas faithful to the Lord I s Hard throughout
this controversy on the doctrines of the Church and the iiinistry. Should ue not,
my dear fellon-believers, earnestly take to heart the example of this man nho
VTas so loyal to the Hord of God and 17110 claimed in his presidential address at the
synodical convention of 1869: "A pupil, and I hope to God, a faithful pupil, of
Luther, I have, in all that I have publicly spoken and Hritten in the past, s:iJnply
Yto'l"'\on+'crl -1'Y'1 0 C!+.~"'r'\r.'\OY'l';nf,> TT!l"{r +l-1.o!!l T;rf""\"Y'rlC! ,...,~F' +n..; C' loc:o+ T\""'I""\'I""IhO+ n (T·Tnl+ho'Y' !:'l"rl +.ho
... '-"1::'V~V'-'_ -..... .1. u. ~ \,,"...oW./,j,I,II.V.L -..J. ...LJ ~'; .....J "'... ..1.""" I,i~ VoL \"'1o\J ...... -1. V6 ... ...&...... .....u."'" V .1"".L. v.i 1J,4'-" V • \ ~ "-"...L. \oI".Vol. .....~.- "' ...-

Church, p.16) In the controversy concerning the Church and the ilinistry He must,
like lTalther, first of all, allotl the Scriptures to speaIe and then the testimony
of our dear Lutheran Confessions. And by God's grace, ue do just that. Our
position concerning the ChurC~l ar!d t11e ~IiJ'listry is t11e SQ.J'"n€ one taught and l1eld
by the orthodox Lutheran teachers in years gone by, not because of their great
gifts and learning, but bec8'I.l.se their theolOGY nas the theology of the Hord. Thus
OtW faith rests not upon the fathers but upon the bare text of Scripture (nuda
Scriptura) the same foundation of the fathers I faith!

There are, at the present time, some controversies nithin the pale of
Lutheranism uhich nere not found in eit'ler Luther's or TTalther's day. Such is
the case 'Hith the ord:il1.at,ioll of 't"JOTI1811. Iil its StI1 Biermial Convention L.'1. IIirJIlea­
polis, Hinnesota, June 25-July 1, 1970, the LCA as uell as the ALC in its General
Convention that same year in San Antonio, Texas, officially eEdorsed the ordina­
tion of nomen pastors in their midst. The faculty of Christ Seminary-Seminex,
that liberal group uhich left the :Iissouri Synod, also calls for the ordaining
of women pastors in a Study Document entitled: FOR TIIC Of...DInATIOIT or UOliEI'. (See
Christian neus~ llay 28, 1979, p.6,7) Uhile the Eissouri S3mod officially opposes
the ordination of lOwmen to the Holy Ilinistry, it a110us vromen to vote and to
hold various offices in the congregation.

He beseech the Lord of the Church to grant us the aid of His Holy Spirit
that ue may remain faithful also to this teachinG of Holy ~rrit uhich very defin­
itely restricts the role of Homen in the cll'l:lI'ch as is so plainly taught in such
passages as I Cor. lL.:3h,3S, "JJet your lOmmen keep silence in the churches~ for it
is not permitted unto the",l to speare; but they are commanded to be under obedience,
as also saith the lau. And if they uill learn anything, let them ask their hus­
bands at hor,le: for it is a shame for \Tomen to speak in the church;1I Ai1d I Tim.
2: 12, "But I suffer not a Homan to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man,
but to be in silence. 1I

Unionisn is nnother error ul1icl1 has eained the upper hand uithin the pale of
Lutheranisn. lThen He read of joint lTorship and HorI: of some so-called Lutherans
with those of practicnlly any religious persuasion, then 1Je must assume that such
are either uoefully ignorant of uhat the Holy Scriptures teach concerning this sin
or 'elley simply refuse to heed 1That the Lord com:mands. lIEOH, I beseech you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ that ye all speak the sane thing
and that there be no divisions among you but that ye be perfectly joined toeether
in the same mind and in the same judgraent." (I Cor. 1:10) Instead of stressing
purity of doctrine such unionists si~~ly ignore any doctrinal differences and
agree to disagree. The many texts uhich uarn us against false teachers and false
doctrines are thus set aside by tile lli1ionists. III beseech you, brethren, mark
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them uhich cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine uhich ye have
learned; and avoid t:lem." (Ror.l. l6~l7) Uhen the devillTould tempt us to have altar,
pulpit and prayer fellolJslup uith those nho 8X'e not one u:..th js in doctrine, then
let us not yield but be faithful to our Lord and I-lis Hord even though ue be hated
and ridiculed for our stand.

1n1at shall ue say about the permissive attitude on the part of many so-called
Lutherans uith regard to the sin of abortion? He are told that since January 22,
1973 the lives of more than six million unborn infants have been taken through
abortion right here in the United States! Eetr 1'rhile ue may expect such things
fron the unbelievers uho do not regard the sanctity of human life in accord uith
Scripture, Hhat about so-called Lutherans tlTho sanction such killL"1Gs at Lutheran
affiliated hospitals! He dare not forget that unborn children from the moment of
conception (Ps. 51:15) are human beings and therefore they come under the pro­
tection of the 5th Cor,lMandrnent, "Thou shalt not kilL" Scientific evidence clearly
demonstrates the h11L1anity of the fetus. Uithin 1+ ueeks after the '_mion of egg
and sperm the heart is already pulsating. In the Scriptural acc01mt of Earyf s
visit to her cousin, Fe are told that uhen Elizabeth heard the voice of lIary, the
babe leaped in her tTOmb.'l The evane;elist Luke then goes on to tell us that Eliz­
abeth said, "A5 soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine Bors, the babe
leaped in my uomb for joy." (J~uke 1:41~) Elizabeth very definitely spealcs of John
as a human being even though her 1'TOrds uere spoken several months before the
birth of John. Let us be faithful to our Lord and His Ford concerninG the sanctity
of human life and not be suayed by the cold rationalistic arguments of calloused
pro-abortionists.

Such a permissive and indifferent attitude is also observed on the pert of
Tnany in Lut11eran circles concerning the sin of homose~J.alitJr. In fact, a booIc
entitled "Embodimentll Has recently published by the ALC 1 s AugsburC; Publishin!'j
House Hhich in very short order "explains auay" the Biblical proof Hhich in no
uncertain tert~ labels the act of homosexuality as a sin. The Scriptural account
of Sodon1 and C-ormi1.orrah, for exa..liple, is dealt ui.th in tIle follOlji.llg mCU-.tllerg

"Traditional explanation has held t~lat ·I:,he destruction of the tuo cities is the
positive sign of God's utter disapproval of homosexuality. Yet, there are com­
pelling reasons to doubt the accuracy of this interpretation. Current Old Testa­
ment scholarship generally holds that the story's major themes are the affront
to God r S lJ~~ll in the breach of ancient Hebrel1 hospitality. • •• 801,le scholars doubt
that the verb "to I:nouil in this story refers to sexual intercourse." (p.1S3)
Listen to the uorc;.s of Dr. Luther as he comments on Genesis 19:4,5 ~ "The heinous
conduct of the people of Sodom is extraordinary, inasmuch as they departed from
the natural passion and longing of the male for the female, uhich uas implanted
into nature by Gael, and desired uhat is altogether contrary to nature. lIhence
comes this perversity? Undoubtedly from Satan, 1n10, after peo~le have once
turned auay from the fear of God 5 so povrerfully suppresses nature that he blots
out the natural desire and stirs up a desire that is contrary to nature. l1 (Luther's
UorI:s, American Edition, Vol. III) p. 255)

Uith Luther vie declare that the Scriptural lritness against homosexuality is
clear. The Lord told the Israelites, llIf a man also lie lJith manI:ind, as he
lieth uith a uoman, both of them have committed an abomination. ll (Lev. 20~ 13)
Let us then not be mrayed by this "neTtT moralityll so rampant in our day and uhich
is espoused even by some so-called Lutherans but hold faithfully lite Dr. Luther
to that Ford uhich also tells us, "Be not deceived~ neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves Trith man­
ki,nd, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the I~ingdom of God." (1 Cor. 6:9,10) -- See also the clear denun­
ciation of the sin of homosexuality in nom. 1~26,27.
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Unfort\.mately, ue could go or, in listing the errors uhich have entrenched
thenselves in TJ\1theran circles. But l1e shall let this suffice to ShotT us that
surely He Dust be living in the last evil da~rs of the uorld. Dr. Pieper ,-Trites in
his Christian DOB:I1atics, Vol~ III~ It Christ specifically declares the rise of false
teachers in the ChUl."ch to be a sign of the end. Uhy they are signs is not dif­
ficult to see. The Gospel has been purchased by Christ at Great price throu~h His
satisfactio vicaria (i. e. 5 atonement for sin); at His command it is being pro­
clairned in the Horld; and t it is the pouer of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth.' Should not therefore all uho profess to be Christian teachers be
most diligently intent nn delivering this message to men pure and unadulterated,
vJ'ithout detracting from it or adding to it? But uhat happens is uhat Christ fore­
told~ 'Hany shall come in Ny name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. I

IIatt. 24:5) The denial of Christ's vicarious satisfaction itself has become
general ~lon6 professed Christians. This is a state of thinGS so abnorma1 5 so
contrary to the purpose for ullich the Cllurch exists, for uhich the 'IJOrld continues
to exist, t~lat false teachers stand out amonr; the signs of the Judgr;1ent 2nd the
end 0:2 tlle ':Torld. 1t (pSI8) let us not prove -to be couardly soldiers and surrender
the Hard of the Captain of O"LX salvation, but hold ]is banner of truth high in the
midst of a uorld abounding uith false prophets and their lies!

Purity of doctrine is indeed a precious je1T8l. And our thanld'ulness for
this unmerited treasure should abotL1'1d in the fruits of O1.'r faith. As He SIlOuld
earnestly contend for the faith once delivered unto the saints (Jude 3) so tre
should also strive to 1T1et our light so shine before nen, that they may see your
good uorI~s, and glorify y01.lr Father uhich is in heaven. il (;Iatt. 5~16) Our faith­
fulness to the Lord and His TJord is also to be revealed in our living a Cl1ristian
life in the light of Judgr.lent Day. For the Apostle re~1inds us that Itthe heavens
shall pass aT-ray uith a great noise, and the elements shall melt Hith fervent
heat 5 the earth also end the uorks that are therein slIall be burned up. Seeine
then that all these things s;'a11 be dissolved, phat marmer of persons OUGht ye
to be in all holy conversation Dnd godliness, 10oI~inG for and hastinc unto the
cOl,ung of the day of God •.• 11 (II Pet. 3:10-12)

He are to be faitllful to our Lord be heeding His comr:land to ~o IT into all the
Horld, and preach the gospel to every creature." (lIarlc 16~15) Our Christian
missionary labors should begin first in the hor,l€. Uhat a privilege for Christian
parents to brll1g their children to the Lord Jesus in the cleansing rTaters of re­
generation and to continue to bring their children up in the nurture and admoni­
tion of the Lord. And uhere there is an unbelievine; spouse, then let the believing
spouse not forsake the other but heed the Hords of the Apostle, IIFor uhat LnotTest
thou, 0 uile, H~lether thou shalt save thy husband? or hOlT ImoHest thou, 0 man,
uhether thou shalt save thy uife?" (1 Cor. 7~16) From the home let such mission­
ary activity on the part of the Christian spread to all those Hith uhom he comes
into COlltact II Tllanlcs be to God, that th£,.t Gospel lTlliel1 the Iord Jesus llas COITj.­
manded us to preach is not a dead nard, "for it is tIle pouer of God unto salvation
to everyone that believeth." (Rom. 1:16) It is the Hord throue;h uhich God the
Holy Spirit is operative and engenders faith uithin the heart of man uho by
nature is spiritually blind, dead, and an enemy of God. Let us therefore be dili­
gent confessors of the Good neus of our salvation in Christ uho says concerning
Iris Gospel, "And this Gospel of the I~ingdom shall be preached in all the Forld
for a 17itness unto all nations; and then shall the end come." (lTatt. 2h:Jl.~)

LivinC; 01.11' lives in the light of Judgment Day means that ue need to remind
ourselvGs that 17e are only stranGers Qnd pilgrims in this lJ'orld, that ue "use
this Horld, as not abusinG it: for the fashlion of tl1is uorld passeth aHay." (1 Cor.
7:31) ilTeachinc; us that denying ungodliness and liarIdly lusts, ue should live
soberly, righteously, and Godly, in tllis present tTorld~ 100Idnc for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the creat God and our Savior Jesus C~rist; 1rho
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gave Himself for us, that He miGht redeeI~1. us from all iniquity, and purify unto
Himself a peculiar people, zealous of Good HorI:s ,ll (Titus 2: 12-14) Recognizing
these Scriptural truths ue are not to c:;ive in to vindictiveness but leave retali­
ation to our Lord at His coming. "Recompense to no man," tvrites the Apostle, "evil
for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all nen. If it be possible, as
much as lieth in you, live peaceably u~th all men. Dearly beloved, avenze not
yourselves, but rather give place unto tJI'ath: for it is uritten, Vengeance is liine;
I uill repay, saith the Lord." (Rom. 12:17-19) If any of us suffers lias a Chris­
tian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf." (I Pet. ~.~

12) ilFor I reckon that the sufferings of this present time arc not VJorthy to be
compared u:\.th the glory uhich shall be revealed in us." (110m, 8:18)

Let there be no r,rista!:e, the last days of the tJorld are evil days t "Fe must
throuc;h much tribulation enter into the !:ingdom of God ,Ii (Acts Jl.: 22) The Lord
Jesus declares, "Ii'or then s~lall be Great tribulation, such as uas not since the
be~innil1C; of the uorld to this til,le, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days
should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake
those days shall be shortened. lI (llatt. 24:21,22) And not only do ':Te Christians
have the terlptations of the devil and the uorld uith Hhich to contend, but ue
have the enemy uithin-- our sinful flesh. And ere must confess uith the Apostle
Paul, "I knm-r- that in me (that is, in my flesh,) duellet~l no ~~ood thinG. lI (RO',l.
7:18) 0 hou necessary it is therefore that ue be diliGent in attending the divine
services in our local congregations to hear the Horc~ of God proclaimed, studying
that Ford under the guidance of our cU.vinely appointed shepherd in t:le Dible
Classes and reading that Hard uithin the privacy of 0"Ll.!' hones! for if Fe cut our­
selves off from the means through trhich God the Holy Spirit sustains and preserves
us in the fait~l, our faith uill quietly becor,s r:. thing of the ~)ast! IIolding
steadfast.ly and faithfully to the Ford of OLIT Lord ue haye the· assurance from
r-J:ir(j uho does not lie, lilly sheep hear IIy voice, and I Imou theD, and they fol101"
lIe: ,md I giye unto them eternal life.:; anc~ they shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of ic"y hand." (In. 10:27,28)

Dear brethren, the siGns heraldinr:; the J.Jord 1 s Final Comi..nG have been and are
being fulfilled. This should maI:e us realize that the hour is rapidly approaclline
uhen the Lord Jesus Hill burst forth in the clouds of heaven acconpanied by all
of His holy angels. "So li~~etTise ye, li says the Lord, "uhen ye shall see all these
thinGS, Im01T that it is near y even at the doors." (Hatt. 24d3) But the exact
day and hour is knmm by no man. "Hatch therefore, for ye ImOliT neither the day
nor the hour uherein the Son of Han cometh." (IIatt • 25: 13) HOLT fervent ue should
be in our claily prayers that God Hould guard and keep us fran all sin and pre­
serve us in the one true faith until Oler end!

If only ue uould place all r,latters in the light of Judgment Day, then it
lJould be so r!luch easier for us to cleterrnille TTllat i:-je OllG;llt to do! 1 TalI~illc; in the
liGht of Judgment Day ue seer: uith the help of the Holy Spirit to be faithful
to the Lord Jesus and His Hard and live a holy life according to it. This grant
us, dear Father in heaven y for Jesus I sake! Amen.
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TIEPORT OF TlIC EDITOI:IAL COlilIITT:=E---- -- ~~ ---'~'-~-

Dear Brethren in tho Lord:

By the e;:cace of Goel YULl.1:" Editorial Conll,littee tas produced and published ~.LX.

bi-monthly issues of the Concordia lutheran s:ince Ollr last cOT'Ve)"tion. In these
issues ue el1deavo1'ed to ~)ro;'ide a~ bai£'cn*ce of Christ-centered articJ.es uhich pere
inforrlative, edify'in:;, 2J.,-d of interest to all OtT readers. Doctri:1al "md practical
subjects Here treated uith the one objeciy of SllClTing thQt God's liord alone is the
surE:! Guid.e for Ot1.I' faith llild life. He also eriel.es-vored to have each issue CO,le
out 0;1 tine so that seaSoli.o.l l,laterial 'TOtlld D.l'pear dt!:r'irr

: t:,o l,roper tuo-month
l)eriod. Uith tlle e::celleut coopeL'atio~ of Pastor =loedol ilnc: t)e PublishinG
:Touse staff this 'JaG accomplished, 8..l1c1 ,Te are floSt c:rateful for ?ell tho help of
our brethren in Seattle.

Throu;:;hout the year articles uere colicitec: frer,: 01'.1:' ',astors anc1 sone also
from lay people :LYl Ot1J.~ Sl-SG81~ con:::;re::;a-c:LOns upon "Grle a)l)roval OJ_ T,neir pastors.
The response anc'L cooperation leere r,lost gratifying J 8:'.1.(l the Honc.erful articles
uhich tlley submitted so prOfll)tly cOlltributec. :mch to the joy o:~ compiling each
issue. Our heartfelt appreciation to t~lem for their conr:lendable assistance in
helping us to carry out our responsibilities. .. Te realize ~ of" course, Otll' o1m
frailties and are uell au,'".re of" the factG:lat l:,}lere is roOn for hlprovement in
the production of our periodical. Fe are confident that our brethren nere under­
standing of the situation} especially in vielT of the other obli~ations and duties
restinG upon the individual 111er1')Or3 O.L t~'e ,Staff. -Te a3I~ t:1e J~ord' s pardon for
our failinc:;s and shortcer:rinc;s and )raj~se 'Tis 11013' nan820r :fis :':;l..1id8-ilCe and bles­
sing in the )ast year.

Tllere is 110thirlG to l"e~~)ort at -c;-,.is ti·-~e cOTLcerni11~_) -c)le -r.L·l"t.J.LiL6 or .~)rO(~llctio:n

of tracts since ~-om' C01c1r,ittoe did not have o-r)Jortr.nitr to _.'eet or to C01lsult
0!1 '0~le metter. He uill; ;lOFever J em1eavor to do se at -0ho e:3:rliest ~)ossible tiree.

: Tit'l reGard to t'10 revision 0;:' S1.1nda3r ~ c~lo01 _'ateJ.'lR..lS, .Lor TTl1.lcn your
:editor nas a.uthorizec. to co-opt the services of ; lr. Davie_ T.. ;onsin:.:; !='Y1ci Pastor
handall Stj':, t:lore is also nothinc; to re~)ort. For t'is ne ~,lelld the press of
r,lany duties ulrich ell~;a:;8d your Editor as Fell RS -c,hese bret~en cJurinG the past
year. ~Iouever, such revision TTl]1 be l.mderta;:en gS soon [1S feasible.

In April of this year jOt'.!' Coru'1ittee brouGht a suge:;estioY!. to the attention of
our Publishing House for its cO~1sideratiol'-. Since subscribers to our periodical
from the ruduest recoive t:leir copies from tvo to th:cee ,::reeks after they have been
l)ril1ted, yOtll' Staff sUGgestod t:1at 0.11 co)ies of 01.'.1:' Conference subscribers be
nailed first class, if such cost is nO-0 ~rohi ~Jitive . TTe trust tll.at this "latter
has boen talceri'1!i1der advisement Dolle: 0>3:\:' a furt:,er report Hill be c:;iven to t:lis
convention by the ci1airman of t:1e ~'ub]~ishLl~, ]ouse.

Brethren, il1. these sad days of . :nterio.lis:l and liberalism, '~ho.t a c;em ue
have, by God's grace J in OlT COllference periodical as it proclains Christ anc~

His l)l.Te HorO. to one m:d all ~ It s:,ol'.lc~ be il1 every ~lOne in our Conference and
it s:lOulc~ l)e read by all our fauilies for edification Ql'.c1 Chricti3.J.'1 c;rmTth.
Let us also use it to pronote nissioD 'Tort ,Jherever He have op;)ortunityl llay
our Concordia Lutheran serve as a beacon shininG in tlllS dar~: Forld of sin and
error, pointin:-; nen to Christ, the only Tray to salvation, 0Ilcl hel~)in~ to spread
His truth far anc~ Hide!

n.es:Jectfully subl1itted,

O. \T. Schaefer J :editor
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REPOET or SCRIPTUEAL PUBLICATIOITS BO!lI'JJ or corTROL

Dear Bretbren,

Our faithfulness to the Lord in t\e light of Judgment Day should be urged and
shOTT itself also in the area of the printed Pard. This year ue recognize, uith
thanl;:s to the Lord, a fine cooperative lTOr::ing arrangement Fitll the ner! Editorial
COi~1rri.ttee in the publication of tIle COllcordia rutheran • lIaterials for each issue
have been received in pacI:et form ~Tith helpful instructions. There is still some­
uhat of a probler.l uith receiving the m::d:,erials for pl'.blication in the Concordia
Lutheran sufficiently in acvance so tllat the periodical uill reach our subscribers
at 1·3ast in tIle first month of every issue. This problem may be in the slOlmess
of the r,lails or it may be t~:at the naterial is not reaching ol'reditor sufficiently
in advance to do his Horle and to foruard it to the pnblishinc: house. It has been
su'];gested that the Concordia Lutheran Fould reach our sU>.Js crihers e::Jrl-i er if t,hey
uould be sent out fiTst cle,ss anc~, in order to I:eep eJc)enses do,m, to reduce the
nUliloer of COl':lpli1~lentary copies sent out ill Ol,r s')ecial clistributiol".. 'Tnsteacl of
a first class mailing, houever, it is 8.t tI1is ti~rle the reCOD1rilenda'0iol1 of the
Boarel for this comine year to ur~e tIle :Cditorial Cor01',littee to strive h"EircCto Get
t~le ;;laterial to OcT Publish~lG House earlier m1d that the PluJlishlllg House s,eed
U1J production to three ueeI~s instead oL' four if possible. Also, since it has been
a problem in tho past of begill..ilinb the neTT fiscal year uith a late issue 0:" tile
Concordia Lutheran -- because of tlle convention L'l the latter Dart oi' June and a
neu Editorial Coral dttee being elected, the Publishin~; House Do~rd of COl".trol re­
cOi1nends tJlat the incunbcnt .editorial Cor;n:-~ttee hold office throughthe publication
of the~July/lluGust is sue.

As a point of special interest ,Te brin:::; to the attention of 012' COi1fcrence
a Han b~T the nal.le of lIT. \Tebb from California uho is a retired layman ar..d a nember
of the ALe. During the past years tilis nan has shoun 3;reat interest in our Con­
fere11ce bjT ordcrLYJ.g our CODventioIl Proceedings of past :-5,'8ars arlel bact: iS3ues of
t;le COl'lcordia Lutheran. ~ r. 1!ebb has been contacted by phone by the chairman of
our Publishing House Board al1d he ine:icated that he regards our Conference as the
onl~T group 0:L' Ll'.therans U 11,O are faithful to CGl1e Hord of Goel [md orthodox Luther­
anism, t;lat ;1e :1as a vast collection of l,iaterials from !;lany differ:::nt Lutheran
bodies anc.' t;lat he :las reached this conclusion reGarding our Conference t:lrough
his study of these ',laterials. He ste.ted t11a-0 he and his uife are intendinG to re­
locate ane, has been encouraGed by the lmdersigned to nove near one of our congre­
gations. Tims the Lord con.tinues to open doors thrOUGh the special distribution
of OcT periodical. This special distribution is not a free subscription to indi­
viduals but a free copy to 300 different ~)astors of the ilisSOtTi Synod every other
11Onth. 'Te are intencling to broaden t!lis distribution to incl,,',de pastors of the
HE IS ) EIS) CoLC, and Left. Anyone ;l8Vi:1C lists of pastors in these Groups are en­
cOl1Ya3ed to share these names TTit;1 "our Pc,blishinc 'rouse to:::;ether uith th,:)ir
respective addresses"

The Publishing :[Ot1Se has i,:forned the I'inmlce COi,D'littee 0.1 l"GS need for at
least $1000 for runninG expenses for t::1e 179 and '80 fiscal year. This is the sar;:e
amount as 'TaS received last year. Also it is recommended by our Doard to continue
to l:eep the ::;1000 ;:rvHilable for a DooI: House in the event that such a possibility
lIould present itself i~l the near future. Perhaps this Boolr ]ouse could also in­
clude good used booIes and that a list of those be made available to OlT Seminary
and to OcT Conference congregations.

Uith regard to the physical plant of your PublishinG House, the Conference
mms tFO old 1250 iiultiliths of TThich only one is operative at present. The other
is used for parts to I~eep the one in Horkin~ condition. The Offset Shop also con-
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tains a paper jogger and one large home made graphic arts canera. The Conference
also olms in its Letterpress Shop one 1m-I-base Iiodel 5 Linotype (1",11) and an old
hiGh-base llodel 5 for parts, an old cylinder press) a hand-fed lOx15 Chandler &
Price open platen press, many cases of handset type, spaces, and linotype mats. A
19" ChallenGe hand"poHet>ed paper cutter and a large treadle r1oo.el stapler are O1med
by t:le Conference. T~le actual present day value of these pieces of equipment is
hard to deternine.

Scril)tL,lral Publications is noH paj-:Lng its printer, :ir. Julius A. Schmitt,
$5.00 for eacil linotyped and proofread page of the COl}c,or,dia Iuther~ plus r:>30.00
for t~le press uorr~ on each issue--maJ~in8 apprOX:111ately Gll~OO per each bimonthly
issue as a token reimbursement for his Horle. Inasmuch as there is apparently
interest expressed by some as to the amount of money our printer mates on the use
of Conference machinery for secular job printing, ue nill provic)e this informa­
tiOle. for :iTon in our next annual report, and, if t~le Conference desires this inform­
ation for pY'Avious years j pe Fill be lw~)')y to supply this L'1i'ornation also. The
onl::' infornation uhich ue are able to bring to yOll at this time is tha·c there are
only three secular accounts serviced t:lrouc;h the use of Conference equipment and
that ofte~ltL~es tilis equip; lent lies idle fo:c up to three llonths at a time.

C~le ite'·,1 of need uhich uas not brOUGht to t~le attentioi". of t:18 F:in2nce Com­
mittee is t.ll8.t over the years many I,lats used to produce '.:,118 ;)Qdy t'l"ge for the
COllcordia Lutheran have become 'TOrn O1.'t or ruinec'. These;) nats nust be replaced so
that the tYIJesettLllg for our periodical, Constitutio:l, etc. 'Till not be ~lindered.

:Te can try to !-:eep this cost under ~:~300.00 Dnd uould reCOf1l1end that tl18 Conference
try to ir.clude this figure :in the budGet for this ''lear.

Ila~/ ·!:~.1e I.orc~ continl1.C to bless ou.r efforts 111 upholdinG ar_C:. Sl"l)porting
Hork of ScrijJtural Pl~blications (Concordia Luthera."1 C0nference).

:1espectfully submitted J

:~ev. Paul TI. Bloedel, chairman

ScnIFTurJ~I" PUBLICATIOl'~:l (CLC) FIEfllTCIA1 REPOTIT (6/1/78 - 5/31/79)

Cash Balance, June 1, 1978

Add Cash Peeceipts:
-- -Sunday School Lessons

Dooles, tracts
(;oncordiA. Lutheran:

Subs criptions
CorJerence Subsidy

Other Conference Frinting
Total Cash Receipts

Total Cash Available

less Disbursements:
-- G2S (lGatin:J

~;isc. 2upplies, PostaGe, etc.
RelIt (p ~ F. Luedtke Bldg.)
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'" 24.90~)

(" h60.16',J

56.81

294.10
1000.00

19.~2
1[\30.59

,', 1855.1-9)

67.2h
10.38

550.00
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lIaterial Costs:
Sunday Sc~ool ~essons

Concordia Lrrcheran
LinotJ~iDg RDd Prllltin~ Labor

11ailing Costs:
Sunday School Lessons
COucordia Lutheran

Personal Property T",:e8
Other Conference Pricting Costs
Equipment Purchased
Eq'l'ipIrlGnt Repairs
Total Cash Lxpenditures

CaS}l Balance) lIay 31, 1979

Petty Cash
Fixed As sets":­
Payables

~tOrigillal ?l'.1~c11ase Cost - If 0 Depreciaticll
~djustnont Applied.

92.44
136.53
6L7. nO

lo5.5L!
105. Li'"

5.80

6.61
5033.29
Fone

135.07

Res~ectfully submitted,

v. ;(. Bloedel) Businoss E'll1ac;er

JEFORT OF THE COln,IITTEr:: (Yi l :SUTlillPeAi.: U::IOI~

Dear Brethren:

In our Convention last year at St. John f s Lutheran r,hurC~l in Le1)ancn} Orec;on,
the Comnittee on Lutheran Union subnitted the follouing recomnendations to the
COl1vention:

1) That OTT Comr:uttee on Lutheran UIlion hold further meetinf,s uith the LCR
as lonG as the agenda agreed upon is follonecl a.nd fl.Tther progress is
made -Conard findiIlg true unity;

2) That t:le nenly-elected Union COl1l 1ittee retain the same individuals as a
negotiating unit pith the LCPe because of their falililiarity, after
thorOUGh study, uith the llat"~ers under discussion in our neet~Lnr;s pith
that church body~ and

3) That the neuly-elected Un:L(lD COYli 'ittee IJrayerfully study the Theses on
CJ:nIrch anc~ ~Iinistry of U'e ClltlTCll oj~ c:,'le T,/JcJleran Confession and our mm
Theses an(1 deterr,line ]rhethel' L, ,ey H:Jrrn,t c'eswil;Jtion of meetings betLreen
our Conference 211e' the CoLC J a pas itive de cision to be hased 011 firm
evi(ence that their official doctrinal ~)osition on these teachinc;s has
chml=;ed and agrees cLth Holy ~rrit; 01"5 if ue do not find their position
to have changed, that, upon an inquiry il1itjg,ted by our Cornmittee on
Lutheran Union" the'" indicate tlleir uillingness to meet nith us to stlldYJ
e}:ar,une ~ aEd possibly re-evaluate t'lGir ~::osition on the basis of Scrip­
ture alone and r::ive us at t]lC S2l'e tine op~lortunity to e}:~)lain ano, de­
fend our theses or the Sal,le basis. (ri'oceedings 5 27th 1\:r.:'1.181 Convention
of t'le Concordia :Lutheran, COnferGl-:.ce J June ;~3-2S_, p.2<)-JC)

Your C01'],littee tllen procee(~e(~ to carry out tllGse reconmendations uhich had
been adopted b~c the COl1veIltion. Yeur presont chnirmili~ \Tas officially represented
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by Rev. O. F. Schaefer accordiY'-C'; to the recorm'.endation adopted last year. Rev.
Schaefer I~ept your chairman informed concerning the meetings ,Thich ,rere held by
tile Comrlit-l,ee on Lutheran Union.

A discussion meeting Fas held betueen the Cormussion on Doctrine of the
Lutheran Churches 01 the Refor,lation (tC'() and ouy Comr.rittee on Lutheran Union
at TinlejT :Park, Illinois, on October 27) 1978. Correspondence Has also initiated
by your ComTo1ittee uith the Board of Doctrine of -::'l1e Church of t~le Lutheran Con­
fession on ~larch 16 Ji 1979 in UIlich your Comrri.ttee s'.lggested a I.loeting ,lith the
CoIC pertaining to tlle doctrines 0;: -Glle C11l1rch f'...11d ~Iinistry, iElat tra.'1spired at
the meeting Fitl1. tlle prepresentatives of t~le LCn and t;1e exchange of correspon­
dence uith the CoLC uill nOH be presented by Rev. O. ~T. Schaefer Ji 1Tho served as
chairman.

i Ia3r the Lord
and trying tines.
and ye sllaJl L.l10H

Grant us strenGUl to abide by His Hord during tllese very troublous
"If ye cOlctinue in ily ;Tord, then al~e 78 iiy disciples indeed;

tIle t~uth, and -GllC trutl1. s~lall r,laIw you froo." (In. G~31,32)

llespectfully submitted)

Rev. ~I, L Patterer, chairPlan

PcEPOJ::T OF nIT: r~GOTIATII~G mHT FOr. Tm COlillITT:C:C OF LUTlillll"'UT m TIOI1

Dear Drethren in the Lord~

This relJort is an account of the adivities oC' tl-e Cornnittee on Lutheran Union
as S1.l.Cll as uell as of its ne:;otia·i;.iq; teal.' since TIe last met in convention. It
has been a b1.~S)T year, ancl t!ith t>le heIr) of aI..llic;ht2( C~ocl ~·Te l1ave" er1dea'Tored to flll­
fil our res]Jo'1sibilities, l!linc1.ful, of course, tll.1.t "Te are frail, sinful Imman
beings, and for all ollr failin::.;s ane1 silOrtcomi~-..::;s ue humbly asI: Jesus to forgive
us, for His blessed nmle' s saLe. for :Iis ~uidance 821d blessin,:; ue ('lifer Him our
heartfelt praise anc~ thar>Jm.

As ue re])ort events in chronological order, Fe mention first t:,e r.lceti...l1['; of
O1'r Union C01Ji'littee },eld at Peace Lutheran Church, Tinley Parle, on August 9-10,
prayerful13T to study our Theses on C'lurch and =inistry in conjunction Fit:, tIle
T'leses of t'le Clwl'ch of the T-<uUleran Co-,u':'essiol1 to deternin8 Hhether a resuJnption
of meetings betueen our Conference 8.l1l1 t',at Group is cmrrantecl. Present uere~

Prof, O. U. S chae;:'el', Pre s ident Ilens inc;, Pastor J arles hIedtI~e , anc~ ; 'r. 1) avid T.
Lfel1Sll1g, as 11811 as 2Ir. Gl2r-ald J-Juecltlce.? Serillllar3r studerlt ~ 811c1 rastor-elect,9 R&~~

dall StY'A) t'le latter tuo as visitors. Pastor Eatterer, chairman of ti1e C.L.U.,
uas not able to attend because of tlle c:istance Lwolved. Prof. Schaefer served
as chairman of -6he meetinG, and 1Ir. David T. Ilensin:::; served as secretar~T. lIuch
time Has spent in readinc; and revieuinQ; Ol:J.~ O1Jn Theses, especiall~T in the light
of the official, false position on the doctrines of Church and lIinistry bold by
the Hisconsin S7nod and the Churcll of the Lutheran Confession C)ee The Horth­
uestern !-iLrtherro1., April 8, 1962; Koeiller' s Kirchengeschichte, p. 712.9 8nc~ the
CoLC docur.lent "Concerning Church and 11Lcistryl/). Fith the conpletion of its
study of our 01:n1 Theses the Conmlittee (~ecided to meet aGain at a time mutually
agreeable,

j.'ext is the accolmt of the fourth l·.leetin~ held betcreen the Commission on
Doctrine and Practice of tile Lutheran c;llu~ches of the Reformation ar_d OUI' C0!i111ittee
on Lutheran Union. It tool: place at Peace Luthernn Church, Tinley ParI:, on Oct.
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27, 1976. RepresentinG the LCR uere: ?nstor Paul Each, Pastor Sheldon 'I'lrenGe;
Pastor Griel: ]~ricIcson, and :.:r. 11'erbert Gade. Representing our Comr:ri.ttee Here ~

Prof. O. U. Schaefer, chairman of t:1e ne[':otiating unit, President ;rensinr.;, Pastor
James Luedtlce, [mel iIr. David T. HensinG. Prof. Sc'J.ac£'er traS asI:ed to serve as
chairman of the r:eetinG, and each committee had its OlJE recordiw,: sec~'etary.

Hr. David T. Hensinr; took m:L1'1utes for 01Jr 00nn~'ittee.

The first portion of the r,1eeti::18: continued the discussion of t~1e term Ir state
of confessiontr begun at tl1e last neetin::; held in November of 1977. Passages ,Jere
revieued ':Jllich SlJeaI( of errorists being dealt uith Hho at the tine are one's
brethren (e.g. II T11ess. 3 ~ 11-15) • Also pointed out Has t11e difference bett·reen
suspension of felloHship and severance of felloHship, the former being the con­
fessional state in uhich one is adnonished as a brother to mate hhl ashaned.. the
latter being the ultimate avoidDnce of one 1TllO does not lleed acLmonition, the re­
jection of t:lG heretic, nou T'"o loncer a 1jrother. Both com':ittees agreed to these
Scriptural prll1ciples tmanimously.

The second portion of t'le meetinG, aGreed upon already at the last mee<::ll1g
of our tuo groups, c~ealt Uit:l recent developments uithin t~10 LIT, defections, and
the like. Pastor Paul Eoch eX:;:Jlained that theY'e \Tore three main issues over "rhich
quite a felT had left their church body: 1. There ,Jere financial difficulties fol­
louing a split in tho Oak ParI(, 11 congregation 8lX~ the severance of a lar[;e con­
gregation thich charged the LCR uith lovelessness. 2. There Has the closing of
the LCB. Seminary in 1~ic:1ig2,n clue to a lack of funds and lack of students. Prof.
H. ICitzerou's call as professor C\l1d Dean TTaS torminated. ScverJ.l pastors uith
their congre~ations protested t:lis action as arbitrary procedvTe and a false
practice in the doctri.'1o of C~tJI'c!.c ond ~Tinistry :,nd severed their fel1m!ship.
~ A Y\!l'Y"'lOY' f"'lYi H'o.ll(,,\T_rC'~"''':·A "h'l7"' p"':)C'+,....,,.., ~h~lri~,!, .. rp.,..TI·:W... rt~ "Y'\'YI~n;-n;+a+o"':; r"I+ho"Y' rl,~T~""-,;()l'1~
...,. .... .. 1-"'-"1:"",-"", ..... ~.J...L. ·....,..1.. ..... Vt. \-I .. ..L_~.... """,j J.. L.-lo'-' VVJ,. J.....I..L.l.v.J-....... '-...'.l.l. ~ 1,.' ...... ,I..J.s ...... 1..1..1- "--''-''..J..l-'-'- VL-\< .......... "-"- ~''-'_........... ~.. '-".a. '-" ........... .-._ ....... -

as pastors and all or part of t:..eir congreGations left the 1CR. In addition to
these major matters Pastor Koch stated that t11e LCR suffered losses because of
other controversies in their nidst throu8;h the years. TTi-::,h ttis report concerning
cleveloprilGnts lTith:L"1 the LCB, the agenda for this fourth 111eeti~16 ~Jas concl~lc~ed.. The
tL~e and i)lace for a future meetieg uas left to the respective clwirmen.

The next meeting of the CIU Fas held at Peace Lutheran C!;urc:1) Tinley Park)
on Februm'Y 12 and 13, 1919. FreseiJ.t ,Tere Prof. Schaefer, Pres. ;:ensing, Pastor
Luecltlce, and ~Jr. David T. densing, "JitIl ~rr. Gerald Luedtke, SClninary student as
visitor. Pastor ITatterer, chairman of OtT Union Cornnittee, nas tmable to attend
because of distance, First of all, discussion continued on OtT Theses on Church
and lIinistry in relation to those of the Church of t:le Luthercn1 Confession.
After much discussion the Cornnittee resolved thgt such a revie"J be tile tOjJic at
the 1979 Pastoral Conference, this revieH to be based on Scrii)ture as e)itomized
in our Olm Theses, Ti1is Scriptural Position lIe Still 1101d, lrhich Fas ur:.aClimously
ratified in 1968 by all our menilier ccn6regation~ith regard to a po~sible

meeting uith the Church of t;1e Lutheran Cor;fessioll, t;le CO::nl'.ittee instructed
Prof. Schaefer, upon the approval of c'lairman Fatterer, to drau up a letter, con­
veying to that church body resolution ('3 of last year's Union Report, nall.ely,
that ue initiate an inquiry to determine uhetl18r their Doard of Doctrine is
uilling "to [,leet uith us to study> eXalline, and possibly re-evaluate their posi­
tion on tlle basis of Scripture alone and :;ive ·.IS at the sarre tir,le opporttmity
to explain and defend our Theses on the Sdl Ie basis,'/ Such a letter tras sent on
Feb. 22, 1979, to Prof. C, H. Gullerud, chairnan of t~le Board of Doctrine, and
another letter on ~ iaech 8, 1979, to Rev. E. Albrecht J President of the C:1Urch of
the Lu.theran. Confession. Pres. Albrecht resiJonded that uhile he lJaS not optim­
istic about the successful outcor.le of further me et:LYlgs , be :rQul.d present our
proposal to their Boo.rd of Doctrine at a meeting in :CE'.U Claire J "Tisconsin, in
early July. iTe should hear fron him after that date. He also requested a docu­
mented statement from us, shoning hou their Theses constituted a clear departure
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from Scripture. A fol101v-up letter Has sent to Pres. Albrecht on June j, 1°79, in
1111ich 1>1"e stated that the best documentation ue can offer are our Oiem Theses, uhich
had previously been submitted to hir;l and his Board for study and uh1ch clearly
demonstrate that ue have nOT cllanged in our position, the same position forme:rly
held by the entire Synodical Conference, but that the 1Ti3consin Synod and the
Church of tlle Lutheran Confession have deviated, as evidenced by their 01m official
publications.

Another matter IT!lich uas discussed at t~le CLD meeting in February centered on
the recent developments in the LOR, particularily with reference to the closing of
their Seminary and the te:rmination of Prof ~ ;~itze:rou's call. Sone facts uere
gleaned fror,1 t:leir journal, ~ Faithful~ (Eov. 1978 issue) 20S cTell a\3 fror,1 an
unsolicited letter to Profs. l1ensing and Schaefer fron Prof. Litzerou, detailing
the action of the LCi: overa~ainst hiLl, This letter constituted lithe other side
of t:le story.1l Feighing all these natters carefully; also in the light of several
defections i,," tllO Len concerning lillie;l ue had L'1sufficient J official infornation»
your Cor,1l.1ittce cl.eened it uise, because of t;le conflictin~; reports uhich had cone
to our attentions to delay fUI't'ler sessions nit;l the I,CR until He llB.Ve had tine to
study anc Qnalyze all these reports carefully. This is to be Q'1derstood as a
temporary halting until tho tine is ri::;ht to proceed Tit'1 our discussions. Such
a letter Has sent to Pastor Paul ;:och on February 22 J 1979, in 'Thich eTe first eJ~­

pr8SSe(~ joy and [;ratitude to Goc~ for the l)rogress nade tlllis far betTreen our tuo
groups but then stated ,'Thy ue believe that a postponement of .<], further r,leeting is
in order. Pastor l:och responded to Ol'r letter on IIarch 15 20nd expressed astonish­
f,lent at our 11 s trange and estranging letter," clair,ling Viat Fe have all the infOrr:l­
ation necessary regardi,-13 their recent problems and defections.

Pith rec-;ard to pastors 8J1c1 con:sreCRticDS Hhich 18ft t:1e LCR 1::ecanse they
claimed Q ch.ance in the latter I s doctrinal position, the convention last ~Tear

passed the resoll,tion tl2at definite efforts he made by the Cor:nlitLee on Lutheran
Union to contact tllem to detern;ine i.;;leir _,osition on the fil1Ql step in church
discipline. (Jiatt. 18:17) Because of the IJress of the ':TOrIe olltlined in this re­
port, and because these pc-cstors are scattered throughout the miduest £\rd ;:Car
Fest and must be contacted on an il1di-Jidual basis, since to date He ~:nOH of no
organization uhich they have :larned, -'(our Comrlittee Has unable to fulfil the con­
vention directive but uill endeavor durin,:;c,:1e cOding year to I!.cite to or to
meet UjjJl these pastors as i,ldividue,ls or as a Group, if this can be arranged.

In closine; this report, He nOH submit to yon the follmrin[!; recol:unendations:

1) that 01Jr Com:.;ittee on Lutheran Union determine the feasibility of further
meetings uith the J.Jm in vieu of recent developments in that church bodYJ
and if and uhen such lileetinc;s resume, that they be held only as long as
the agellda aereed lipan is follo~'Ted ar:.d fluther progress is made t01·rard
finding true 1mity.

2) that if our C01rrrittee on Lutheran Union receivGs a favorable reply from
tl:le C:.1urch of the Lutllerml Co:nfess:Lor.l. to our proposal of : ~ar. 8, 1~79,

it endeavor to arrange a meeting TTith this Group at the earliest possible
t11-,:e.

Dear brethren, ,lay the Iord of t~le C:lurch h'21p us to continue to manifest
the Honderful attitude of r,ccther, uho said, "I s;1a11 do and suffer as Dueh as I
~)ossibly car'. to achieve a true J sOLmd permanent unity! Ii

Respectfully subrutted,

Prof. O. '". Schaefer, iTe::;otiating Chairman
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President H. David ;ensLYlG
;~ev. James TT. LuedtIce
.:r. David. T. =~ensLn.g

Dear }Jrethrcn~

Your comrnittee I s work tl1is )ast year i:'"'volved no or2;anized ol.ltreacl: to the
Ui.'lchurclled crhich, at the presell"C thle J is ir,lpossible un6er our circUlllstances,
namely that 1) there is no extra pastor available to serve as a Conference mis­
sionary and 2) our limited mission funds pro~libit supporti:.'1g a full til.1e mission­
ary. Rmlever, in line Hit~l our abilities, your comnittee. throush its chairman,
uas activG in tllree areas 0;: endeavor 0

The first Has in connection 1'itb the uission tract, n:lelpful =Iints for Per­
sonal Christian !~ission HorI:,11 pr:LYlted last year by our p1.'.blis:linr; house 0 The
editor of ·cl1e Concordia Lutheran requestec. ·.rour corll:ittee chairl,lan to urite a
sories of articles for our Dericdical elaborating on each point of t:lis russian
tract. To date, "\Jit~l the llay!June 1979 issue, four articles of this series have
appeared i:.l the Concordia Lutheran. T:18 series beGan uith the l'over,lber/December
1978 issue. It is ·(~he lJrayer of y·Ot1r cOY.luittee chsirrlan that these articles
have been clear and in sor,le ua~T he1l,ful to the bretl1ren. lmy suc~::;estions lor
the fut-'Ee> as the scn~ies contLlU8s, uill be :~ost ':'81come.

A secoild activity by the IIission Co ' 'ittee this past ~Tear 'Tas in connection
uiti1 our ~ ;issiw conc;re::;ation, Trinity Luthenill Cl1L1rch of "Castsic1e? Oregon.
According to tile 1962 Proceedin3s o~ our Conference, p. 20, c"lrtain Guidelines for
r·1issio11 1!orI: had beellJ. set IIp by the C021ference at t11at til _e ~ Because it has been
a u:lile since 01.11' Conlerence has had 0lJport1.'.4.1ity to assist a mission conc:;regation
financio.l1j, your chairnan felt i'c uise to inform Trinity of t)lOEe ~Jarts 0;:' the
nission guidelines that directl~" affected them. For your information, t'18Y are
2.8 folIous ~

1) In Section II entitled, II SUBS DYlI the final sentence reads, il rlpplication
for subsidy is to be :-(lade aYIDually.lI

2) Section V entitled, "r:~POr.TSIi reads, "Pastors of subsidized conGregations
shall maI:e reC;1.11ar \l.citten reports to the Cornnit tee on : :is s ions as He11
as oral reports by Tray O..L interest to the convention. 1f

3) Section VI el1titled, IIfROpmTY OF SUBSIDIZED COI:G~'~GATTOrS'1 reads, l1Sub­
sidized corlGreL;atio~ns are r(~quested to COllS-lIlt lTitll the Corrl1~!littee on l;is­
sions before the~T acq1.'ire or dispose of property in the for-: of land or
buiJ_dinGs. II

Concerni'G t:le first llJem, lJ1l8 con::-;reC;ac,lon Has already auare o~ tl:e carre ct
procedure ill. rec;uescinc; e. subsidy/ concernine; the second i ten, "n~PORTS,II your
comrr.ittee chairman informed Pastor St:fX of Trinit:T conc;re~;ation tilat one re~ort

about mid-year plus the oral convention report \Tould l)e satisfactory to the com­
mittee, The third item, ITPROI':C;:(TY OF SUBSIDIZ::.:::D COl'C:.T:ATIOiTS ~ II raised a question
in tl18 lilinds of the ueLlbers of Trinity. It appeared. to thom tllat this re.'"::ulatiol1
uas sml61 rhat too restrictive for their )articular circumstances. The foll01 ring
quotation f:cou a letter of Pastor Sty-A to the COl-,JHitteo, dated Liar. 13, 1979, e:~­

plains the problem;

liThe nature of the real est2.te mar::et here is snch that land Fllicll suits our
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needs 1rith regard to size, location, 800. price is very rare; 2nc~ 1::1.en suitable
land is fOtll'lC1, at a realistic lJrice, l1:. is ver3T ~uicI:ly purchased anc~ re'.loved from
the narket. :::f ue '!ere required or even e==pected to consult nith the liission
Conlittee before taI:ing action on a :;iven piece of property ue uOL'ld have to give
up any hope of acq1.uring property until after 1re uould become totally self-suf­
ficient, for by the tine the neceSSary correspondence and eonsultatioi'l of the
C0l1d,ttee 1TOl:lcl be eo'c'leted a.ny opportunity to folloH up on this end uoul,cl lon,:;
since have vanished. ll

Pastor StT/. stated further that the subsidy which Trinity congrecnti011 is
receivil1,g fror,l the Conference Ilis being directed touard the SUP1)ort oi' tile win··
istry,lI so that t:,e congregation's Olm savings, uhich it ;lO.S acquired over a
nUHber of ~.'ears, ni.s;ht be usee. tounrd the purchase of land, In the li:;l:t of these
facts i'G see;lS tllat the mission guidelines set up in 1962 dealin:::; CTith a8quiring
and disposinG of lo.nd co.nnot be carried out rigidly but must be applied ';it:1 co.re
and sensitivity in eaC~1 individual case. Pastor Styx: and Trir.it'l cOrlbre[';8tion
ueleome any sug::;estions "mel discussion tl1D.t Hould ilelp touard an cmdersta'lding of
hon t:lis C;L1.ie.eline can be api-llied best in tl1.eir case. Time for tllis could be
alotted foll~Ting Pastor StyA1S report on his con~regationls activities and pro­
[ress over '(,:10 iJQst year.

Concerninr; l1ission subsidy,9 Trinit,r congre~:ation,9 t:ll"ough tile =1is3io1. COlll­
nittee cllairma:n, requests for tllis ne::t fiscal year, 1977-:-;0 J a subsidy equal to
that 01 last year) namely ~~5,130 al'L'lually (01.:31.66 per raontb). To quote aGain
fro:.1 Pastor St~'}c I s letter J P In l~la:=i:ng this rec;uest tl1e con::;rezatioj' uishes to e~:­

press its e::t::ceme gratitucl·::; lor t:1.e lovin::.~ assistance provided this past year by
our sister congregations i::1 the conferellce. This ctssistance 'las made it possible
for us to have a full-tine pestor in 01.1.2" :1idst. T Te pr8.;yer~1.'lly look f oruard to
t11.8 tine \Ti1e0- this subsidy can Gradually 'Je elir,"x\atec1 2nd Fe can, irl turn J pro­
vic~ecl SCf,1G assistence to others,,"

TIle t~_liJ..nd activit3r b~r your corrr,'Jitte8 chairr,lan lras in reG2Td t.o t:18 reprin.tir~z

of OUT Conferel1ce cc~s('itution. As also t:1e secretary 0,2 the Conference, :rour
c~12ir;;lan r01_md, in .creparing t:le cOl:Y of t:le revised Constitution for the printer,
a ~Joss::.ole cOllflicL. betueen the responsibilities of t,le liission Comnittee and those
of the "inance COLD littee, Accordin(~ to t 1'8 COl1stitution as it presently reads 9

any request for subsidy is ordinari13T to be sUOJ:litted to t~le ~:ission Connittee no
later than tuo nonths before tile convention, T;le neeTer se ction of the Constitu­
tion on t,le Pinance COmJ,rittee requires that :Lt sucmit a blldget to the con:::regations
tuo months before t 11e end of the fiscal 3rear. (See 1'''74 I'roceedini;s; p.hS) Thus
in the event that a cCD::,re:;ation uOLlld use its constitutional ri,:ht and submit a
rcqllest for subsid7 to the ~1ission Corul,littee tuo ;lonths before the convention,
it HOLlld be illlJOssible for the subsidy request to be rela3Ted to the finance Com­
rilittee to be incJ-LLCled in tIle bt1.clG,et bei:'ol'"'e t.he COi:.,rerltiono ~:eecllcss to say tl1is
1Tould ulJset the Pinance Cor,lmittee' s pur~)ose of providing ti1e con~;Tegations ~Tith

pre-convention bud[,et iDfoT) lilt ion ,

_L U seel:1S "t.!.1at -(jlle ~est SO..LUulOn ~:oulcl be GO nlake a ~:li.l~or 81118l1drncnt ill the
Constitution, reqcurin~ all su~sidy requests to be submitted before a deadline
of h ;,lont~1s before the end of t:w fiscal ',rear TQt:,er t'lill":. onl~r tuo lJOnt:ls before
tlle conve:"1tion. T;1.e requirellcnts of our Constitution to ':'181:e SllC:l an a'ler.d, 'ent are
2.3 follons: "l'.ll proposed changes and amend1nents must ')e subrri'~tecl in ::riting to
tile Conference assenbled in convention,., A tHo-tilirds majority of all votes cast
s~lall be necessarv for ado-otion, Sue'1 cllanr?es and amenc1.1ents shall be in effect
lTl~e;;: ratified by :t1Jo-third~ of the l.ie;'ilber-e~nc;reGations,If (Art 0 XII of the present
edition 0;: '::':18 Constitl~tiol1.)

In the li::.,llt of this report, your C01;];1ittee on IIissions Hould like to marce
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the fo11ouing reCDHtlenda·Giol1s to the coywel"tion:

1) that t~le Conference, in conv81ltio11 assembled s .=;rant a subsidy of ";5,180
for the fiscal year 1979-:)0 (:;L~31.(-)6 :)ormonth) to Trinity Lutheran Clmrch,
Eastside, Ore2011) to be taken from the Conference lIission Fund, anc~ that
the Conference comnond Trinity conc;ree;ation fer the aypreciative and
brotherly spirit in uhich it has made this request.

ar1end.ment
2) that the Conference a~)prove ani to its Constitution) Art. IX, Sec.

Is C, l)oint 3, the 2nd parac;raph as follocrs ~ C11anc;e t~18 Hords, IIRequests
for subsidy> in order to be included i~ convention business, shall ordin­
arily be submitted throur:;h the Comnittee on llissions at least t1!0 (2)
months before the convention, l! to read J 11r.eq1.~ests for subsidy, in order
to be ~1cl1.~ed ~1 conventicn business, shall ordinarily be sllbtutted
tllrough t:le Committee on lIissions nt least four (4) months before the
end of each fiscal yo:::r,"

l1esYJectfully subnitted,

Rev. J a1,les ,r. 1uec~tI:e, chairmen

He are -truly thanI~ful t,j t,:'c Lorc~ [Llcl to YOll, O1.~r Ch.:cistian brethren, for yOl.::l~

feJloHship, prayers, and love, as cTell as the lovin::; assistance 'Tllich, as the
cl1UTches 0:1"' ':acedonia did to the saints at .]en' saler,l, you have rendered to us in
01JT need: .Lor by tho Lorc'. r s blessinGs tl'.rouGh you 'Te l'.ave been able to ;lilve a full
tine pastor amone; us.

Ll "Gl,e Guidelines for t;18 ::ission \forI: oJ~ tlo.e Concordia Lutheran Conference,
Hillell Fere ado~)tcd in 1962, the arranc;er,ler.t 'cas dade :Lor the pastor of a subsi­
dized congreGation to "1"1aLe regular 'Tritten reports to t~le Cor,J!'littee on :i.Ussions
as -rell as an oral report by Hay of interGst to the convention;" and it is fitting
that he do so, to acI:nouledc;e your loving assist8l1.ce and to honor the r;enuine
interest you have in our proGress, BOlIever, siIlce our pastor ,'D,5 not auare of
tl,ese Guidel~1.es, for t'le:)r Here adopted uhile he lTaS yet a fre8h1;,<2n in high
school, and since tlle press of conGregational uor:: dUTin::; his first ~rear as a
pastor left little tine for much else, no reGular re~lorts Here made this ~')ast

year. It Has only through the research of tlle chairmal1 of the Cm.1nittee on . 'is­
sions (uho also Has quite younes 1T~len they uere drm:n 1.1)) that the above J.1entioned
~'Lridelilles l'iere rc:discovered ar.td '0roL:Ght to OlIT' attentioDo This, !10I'1'8"trer, r\ro_

curred during the season of Lent, lThen our pastor T:e.S exceptionally busy arlcl)

therefore, c01.~ld not q1.1.ictly cO;·.lply 'L-t~J. tho provisions of the ~:uidelines. At
the s1.1.(;;gestion of t~le chairman of tile comni'ctee, consideriJ1~; the circm:1st8.nces,
1Ie are prese:nti:i:1g this report both to the Comr.:i-ctco 011 - .~issio::1S anc. to the COYl---"

vention acce;;:bled, trnstij.lg that the bretlrren UJ.IJ l)e satisfied that t"e intent
of t:18:;uidelines has been net as best as carl be l.mder -:':,l1e circumstances,

l'~t tile last time He met in convention asseubled, ·,rou \Till recall, the Pres­
ident of the Seminary reported that a divine call h,1.C~ been e:~tenrl.8c1 and received
by then C2ildidate Randall D. Styx fr01,J. our congre::;ation. Ji'ollouin=: t:'e convention
he visited Uit~l us to consicler so!'e Ji~acti~al natters; such as 'lOusinc;, etc.; be­
fore .1a::inG llis final decision 0 Eefore his de 1Jar LU:C8 lIe i11.LOrrned S Or,1I3 of us orally
that he had d.ecided to accept our call, arlC' l;e soon receival. his letter of accept­
ance--a letteJ.' for LThich ue f~reatly th::mkec1 the Lorel .
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It tool: some time -.Cor Pastor Stj1X to cor,lplete tile arranzements necessary for
his ,love and departure from Illinois, but on August 23, he arrived safely in our
midst. TTe Hish lju.blicly to thanJ: llessrs. David T. ilensing and Jeffery TJ. Styx
for the tir:le a'YJ.d e::pense the=" so free13T aD.cl lovi.'YJ.gl:'T sacr-i fieed in Rssistin;:,; our
neH lJastor uith his move.

A SlJecial day, t~len, uas Sunday, August 27) for finall:'l, after many ',rears of
beine 'TithOCtt a full-ti"1e pastor, alIT 0\:'11 she~)her under Christ uas installed. The
Rev. 'I. I. ratterer conducted the service and preachec1, the sermon. It ie to be
notod tllat ti,lS service of Pastor jTatterer uas siMply another labor oi' love on
~,i~; part tOHard us, even as tLat 1T~lic;l :le had been renderin:., to us 30 selflessly
for years as our special Guide during tir,18s of trou.ble 201'.d a3 o~'r vncancy pastor.
Indeed, )",12:'[ ue all give tllanIcs to t~le !:.ord Io:c SUCll humble an( faithful sorvan:cs
of t'le .Javior as lle. :"or had the continual instruction ~nd r;l'.id2nce of Goel l s
ITord not bee',-, 1'"_th ns, Thich the T-Jorcl brol'::;ht to us in a special TTC,',' t:lrou:;ll this
fcd...th1tll rrlinister of the Gospel, ~Te ~!oLtlcl 110t !luve rer!lained [i. C:lrj_stian congrc=­
gation. Ii'ollcuij1g this hal)P'" service ill". afternoon of joyous felloHsl1i::) cT.:lS ollared
by all tlw cOl18:regation as uell as beloved brethren froril our sister cOj1:,;regations.
He uisl~ also to thenk all OtIT sister congre:'J1tions for the e;roctin[~:s you extended
to us Eor t~:.is S 'lccial day ~

':;6C8.U3e l:8 do Eot /et llave our Oun )ro)crt}T or 1:milcliw, cortain arr::'.ngenents
have 11ad to bo put U~) 'lith t~:is past 'Toar. He h2ve beon rentij".('; a classroom frml
the local school district for our t-Jorship services and Ol'X pastor )",lUst liTre SO':le
distance fl"on our :)lace of Forship. Each tLle H8 {mst brL,c: TT:i_-~'1 us and set up
NIT ci1apel appointLler-ts, 2.nd t>.en taL.:e t: ,8,1 cloHn 8.i..;ain at close of service. 1'0
doubt mal1~T of 0l.:1' brctllren rO:":1,cmbor si117_lar c::::>er~:_encGs i:" the :1istories of their
01n1 congregat,ions. Furtherl,lOre ~ 2.11 e:::tra TleetiE::;;s and classea 'l2lVfC t'8en held at
'the ljast.or 1 s residence. :Out J i.t is to be r3ilembered, tll&t p u;,i12 t1.1e ::.)i'Isical
lJlace T::le1'e eTO c:orshilJ n2';' not be 2.S aesthetically ins~jirin[; c',s ue miGht liI~e J

or ve may be Lterr·_~lJt80. ce':', t:'_l1GS b:T s o1.mds of otl1(;r activities in t:le building J

He ho."J'0 'l,.ce one tlinG neec,fu13 :13I1el~r -C~18 pure teachinG of eeoc' is 'i Tord. f'Tther­
)lore J ~-i'C.~l the rental allonance He ~lave been a~Jle to ::;ive our Ylstor t.o~etI1er

uitIL the sp:;cial 11(1) of one of our )"embers our pastor fO\.L'l.0 OJ1(~ ~las 110811 able to
rent a very nic8 alJ~rt:lentJ in uhich he ~las boen able to live ,"W; study qnite
cOjlLortably and our e==tra ~Jusinoss has bee~', cOll.ducted Ll 2, pleaSAnt environment.

The lac:: oi property and/or bnild:ln~~ of our Olm 11as J of COt'rse J been a o.if­
ficnlcy uith :cesard to OtT :liseioD enc~3iwors in the comnur~ity. lThen Fe r'lention
our narle He almost allTQ~Ts get t'1e replYJ "Trinity'? Phere's that?il or "'J:'bere's a
Lutheran Church L1 :-:;astside?lI to 1.T;licll He bav8 to explain t11at our postal address
is Eastside, but our tomlJOrary quarters are in :810sson Gulch SchooL He :lave had
an ad in '"LIe local paper nOH stnce January but ue have had but teTO responses from
the S8r,le~ one a l,lan HilO attenl'.ed services oif and on for about a month 2nd a l'alf,
the other P. TToman 1,':10 called the pastor b:',T phone. Though bot'] seened interested
durin::.; conversation~ lIe have not seen hij" since nid-April, nor 1181' at alL fend
so, even t 1'i,ou::;h:J 2.S reported to tile Pastor, the Coos Bay ar(~a has only approxi­
mately 11;; c11UTched, there has been 1'.0 :.srolTth to date in 1l111.1bprs from ':Tit110ut.

On the, uVler hanel, thero "2,S been ':mch spiritual ~rou'Gh 21m; il~creased 'la~)~-Ji­

ness cTithin. Eilr13T in Gctobel' tHO c~lildren' s confirmation classes 1';::;re be[';un y one
for a ~)Toun~ ma:". started already by Pastor lTatterer, and the other fclr tuo boys
be::;inni~l;:; tllo=:'r first ',"ears of catechism study, On Good Shepherd Sl-'l1C~2··T of this
last April OcT senior catechumen completa:l his studies and Has confirY,lcd into Cor.1­

y,ytLDicant l,leubershi~). His examination before the conr;re~ation as '::011 as 11is entire
course of instruction Has en e::ceedillfo, breat joy for our pastor [\nd 1'01" all 0: us.
The jUllior clQss, I.Jord "illi11(;, 'Till continue its studies durLc:-'; the stlrm',ler pnel
t~1rol'~'l t:1e ne::-(, yoar. The adults of opr Dible Class, as Hell as the children in
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our Sunday School, have been considorL.1g and gaJ.nlilg much from the Bible stories
in our conference's Sunday School series. Attendance at both Bible Class and Div­
ine Service has been very good -- as it should be.

As for the pastor, instead of conct;ntrating efforts on mission Horl: at large,
he has devoted !.lost of his tine to becor:ung efficient in the re3ular uorldng of the
office of the i,1L.1istry, in this his first ~Tear thereof, as nell as to getting to
IenoH tl1e congregation a'1.(l their collective and i..l1dividual needs. Pith sone as­
sistance fran our Y:1onbership, h01JeVer, a feu contacts have been made. ::arly last
Fall ue learnod of a group of families fror,l the local ~Iissouri S~'TIod congreGation
uho Tjere,; ue more told, diSsatisfied ,Tith their pastor I 13 liberalisn and legalism.
He siJoI~e Hitll one erho acted as "Glleir spokesman, shoued 01)J' ~)osition on the
Scriptures, and invited them to cone and sec for themselves the truth of otrr
teacllinc;. He leo.::'11':::1 later that most of these fa,'1lilies decided to go to a ~Iissouri

S3'TI.od church in ,O, :lcighboring talmo 110ne ever shoued up or nade any further
atter,lpt to contact t'.S. Later i..11 the r all a man asked for couJlselling through his
nurse, uhere l1e HaG hos:Jitalized. The Pastor net uitl1 11im daily dlU'inr; his crisis,
and ul1ile he uas not gained for our c0l1:;rec;ation per so, the Pastor is confident
tl1at talI:s H~th h~,: bropght hin to an assurance of llissalvation in Christ Jesus,
so that 'le uas Gainr;c1 for Christ. A tllird contact l-~as been an elderly Foruegian
Homan. 1'llO soens to hQye been forsaI~en b"\,T former Dastors. ane' uho has requested
visit~ fron Ot1r }JQstor. Phile she is uo;Ic in son~ point~ of doctri..l1e, sl1e dis­
)lays an l"-llsho.I:ablo c'_evot:Lon to the J~ord and His l Tord. Visits uith her continue
at this uritin[~ ,

A special hOi lent fJllis :,rear ':TaS Ol:r Children's Christmas :::ve ,service. For it
He uere able to ncld a bac::d:cop for our altar, UIlicll di.d r.mcll to i:lcrease a churchly
atmosphere for our rl-cGting place. Fe also had a simple choir for that service;
and; nhile CirCl!ns:~;:mces have prevented continued developnent of this choir, ue
loa:: foruaI'd to being able once again to uorI: touard this goal.

One enc1e2lTor ii' uhicl1 ,Te llave been continually involved is searchil1~~ for a
Sllital)le cllm-cll bl.1ilJi~lC or b"llildinc; site. ~Te 11ave been loo::inQ: for sorr1et11i..ng
L-.'hich could. be IJl.IY'chac;od completely uith our current savin[3s, or at least something
uhich Houlcl require only q slmll aJ,lOUilt of fincmcing. T11lIS; He could payoff our
debt fairly quj cT;ly and then, possibl~r Tiith so.,:e assistance, turn our attention to
the erection of a buiIdilcG. Considerations in Ollr selection thOUGhts include
SUCll things as suitable size for churcll, )ar!~ing, and, eventually, a ~Jarsonage;

roml for expansion ai-lcl church activities; ease of accessibility and visibility
from the lilission field in the area, and aesthetic appeal. Current thought looks
touard t;-'8 erection of a buildin:; of a size sufficient for 50 to 60 hearers,

The find:i.nG of suitable proIJert=r, honever, ;las been a repeated exercise in
frustration. The (";oos Lay area is l.mc1erGoing a rapid populatjon c;routh and, thus,
all lZ-Uld 10 au a }Jrp~l~lU1"L~ Ariel as tIlls is cOLLpled ui th a high rate of inflation.,
costs of land are ~nc:e23inG at a rate far beyond that of our savin~s. T~len one
adds to tIlis the of·~-til:l(,s unreasonable req1..Urements of the local zonine; board
and the Depa:ctr.y:mt of Lnvironmental (:ualit;y, land uhich suits our l,eeds and abil­
ities is extrer,18ly rnre. Since our financial abilities are Ii: :ited, parcels crith
existinG buildings u:,ich FIre uithin our price range are fit for rel'10deling only
by razing. And l~hen real estate sale[))eo~Jle learn of O'Lrr linitations, one soon
gets t~le feeling tL.3:t tlce~T have but little interest in the business ne night
bring them.

On8 hlportDnt result of all tl1eSO thinG;s is that o,'r ability of acquiring
any suitable la;1c~ dr:pr::'ds on a quid: transiltion through discover7, deliberation,
and action. It is for t~lis reason es)ecial1y that ue request the Conference
brethren to consic1.er 0. revision of the ilission guideline number '11. \ Te realize
it is but a l'SQ"8c,t, belt He d.o not Hisll to refuse the request of loving brethren.
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of Dr. Halther in h.is classical
.a.:nd ~,ospel, 'Th.en he 'Trites in the

And yet, un.der our cirCUJ,lstances ue find it lUlUorkable, for by t:1e title the re­
quested consultation uould be corilpleted all hope of securing the piece in question
TTOuld lone; since have vanished. OtT pilstor has spolcen UiVl the chairman of the
Conmittee on j;issions on this natter. lIe and his COl:1Clittee may j1ilve S011e sugges­
tions.

T01Jare~ the future ne 1001, prayerftllly to continued s::!iritual strengthening
uithin as rJell as to sorle progress in ,:;ro'Tth from 'lithout. The yastor is consid­
erinG usin~ the series of articles currently appearinc in our Conference periodical,

"Helpful Hints for Personal Christian lIission Uork,1l as a basis for discussion in
OtT Bible Classes together uith practical suggestions for l'lald..Yl[( personal mission
nark a truly active part of orr dail:" lives. l J e asL that all allY brethren con­
tinue to remember us in their prayers. 'ie shall also renenber you.

In Christien love,
Your brethren in Christ~

for t:lC cOD:::regation,
nev. :1andall T). St~1X

IC:;PORT OF THE COl IdITTC:: 01'\ THEOICGICAL EDUCATIOjT

Dear Brethren,

It has been jj,\pressed u:uon us ~i.n the essay for our Convention this =,rear that
ue are to be faithful to the tore Jesus Ctrd Tris Tiard durinc.: tilese last evil days
of t'le Harld. l!hile all faithfu~ confessors of the nord of Ged e::perience opposi­
tion and riclicule, tllis is particular11 trllG of the faithful pastors \1110 preach
Goel.'s ~;ord in ","11 of "ts truth and p"Llrity to t~leir conc;res;ations. As such faith­
ful pastors e::perience the stinc;ins saroasn and mocIcery of tbe unbel i eving uorld
ane~ then cope Fith the indifference anc' the materialistic tendencies on the part
of S01l8 consreGational uembers, there is t:,8 e;rave dan2~er th2:G due to the sinful
flesh of tloe pastor he becolles filIee' nith discot'ragenent and be::~ins to lose the
j 0)' ullich s'lould characterize the performonce of his tasL

:Iou pertinent, therefore, are the Fords
treatise, The Proper Distinction betHeen Lau
introductiCii1to Thesis ;;XIJ, --

•••notuithstandinc the contempt 0': the Forld the sreat God has hiC~hly

honored the office of teachers of religion and haG exalted it above
every other office. To begin uj.th, the Son of God J in tho days of
His flesh and uhile personally administerinc; this office, fro]:-, tho
very beginning cheered the first teachers rlith these Hords: II he that
heareth you heareth lIe; and he that despiseth yOll despisoth lIe: and
he tilat des~)iseth :LIe despiseth Him that sent lie. i' .Gu!w lO~ 16. TJhat
glorious credentials has TIe furnished His rlinistcrs by tllese 11or0.s
for their i tinerarios throuc;hout the Horlc1.J Furtherrlore J tIle Hord
of Goel has revealed to us tIle fact tl'.at not only r,arriaGe lmions:J
but also unions betueen pinisters and their conc;roc;ations are con:=:luded
(m.o;,de) in l1eaven. IITlat is told us concernil"lg Jererliah and Paul
applies to all true ministers ~ they are apl)ointec. n:-Jt onl'F b. the
present tine, not only at their birth, but t;le~)· h,Cl...,-e been appointed
by God from eternity, to be ;·!is h~lpers for saving chose U'10 are en­
trusted to them. IastlYJ no one has been ~iven more glorious promises
than teachers of the Gospel 2nd ministers of the r·Jord ai' Goe~. B:'T t.he
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prophet Daniel, God says: HThey that be vrise shall shine as the bright­
ness of the firmament and they that turn many to righteousness as the
stars forever and ever." Dan. 12:3. TIhen the time comes that the uorldly
shall gnash their teeth, they shall witness all the elect and angels
saying to God: "This man has been a faithful minister and teacher. He
has proclaimed the saving Hord of God to a'tTorld of castavrays. On yonder
earth he lras despised, persecuted, and maligned, but he shines nOH as a
star ldth irn.perishable luster." Verily, my dear friends, this fact
should cheer us and keep us fron becoming unfaithful to our God, who has
called us into this office. (p. 402)

To endure hardships the pastor's faith must be firrliy grotL~ded and rooted in
the Hord of God so that he uill be able throughout his r,ri.nistry to apply that
Ford to all of the difficulties and problerns lrith Hhich ;le is confronted. Such a
pastor is like Ha trise man, uhich built his house upon a rock: and the rain des­
cended, and the floods came, and the Hinds bleu, anc.~ beat Uj)on that bouse; and it
fell not: for it l!aS fOli...11ded upon a roclc." (llatt. 7~24,25) 1'13turally~ t11at means
the instruction which he receives at the Seminary must be thoroughly Scriptural!
By God's grace, this has been the case uith the Seminary of our Concordia Lutheran
Conference and we pray that it always may remain sol

The suggestion has been made to your Con~Qittee concerninG the current tuition
rates at our Seminary that tlley be increased fron 060.00 per senester or ~~8.00 per
semester hour to $100.00 per semester or $15.00 per semestor hour. This is in
line l!:ith the inflation rate over the past ten years uhich has more than doubled
the cost-of-livinG and should then provide the student vrith extra cash uhen he
enters into the Holy 17inistry. iJe uould, therefore, present this sugGestion to you
for your consideration.

FolloHing this report our Seminary President Hill give a detailed report con­
cerning t;le progress of our Seminary students, iIr. David T. lIensing and IIr. Gerald
].I. Luedtke.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. II. 1. l!atterer, chairman

REPOIlT OF THE SElIDJARY PRESIDE1'1T

Dear Brethren in the Lord;

nOh magnify the Lord Hith me; and let us exalt :-lis name t ngether1" .Fs. 3h:3.
Cn the occasion of the tenth anniversary of our beloved Seminary, He, the faculty
and students, ask you delegates and all the members of our Conference to join us
in declaring our gratitude to God for His many blessings upon our Hark during
this tenth year of operation and throughout the past decade. This is indeed a
milestone in the history of our Conference, and ue offer heartfelt praise to our
Father in heaven for His goodness and faithfulness tOHard us all.· Uhere in sinful
ueaImess He have failed, He ask Him to pardon us, for Jesus t sake, and as ue
100Ic to the future, He again beseech His direction, strength, and blessing for
the coming year.

Before presenting a revieu of the past'Seminary year, I Hish to refer to the
joyous occasion uhich took place on Sunday, August 27, 197G, uhen our second grad­
uate, Pastor Randall Styx, Has ordained and installed as pastor of Trinity Lutheran
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Church ll1 Coos Bay (Zastside), Oregon. Officiating and also preaclling the ser­
mon uas the Vacancy Pastor, the l1.ev. :r. L. I!atterer of Lebanon, Oregon. "lJe praise
God that our sister congregation in Coos Bay has been blessed uith a faithful
shepherd to serve i t ~ rit11 ;Iis procious ITord am Sacra.>nents •

'1'l1e ten"tl1 year of our Seminary bec~an on Tuesday, October 3, 1978. The student
body consisted of IIr. Gerald Luedtke of Pa.rI( rorest, Illinois, and IIr. David T.
lIensinz of Orland Par:(, Illinois. IIr. Hensing had. begun serving his vicarage at
Peace Lutheran Church, Tinley Par:,:, on Sept. 15, 1978 j and also arranged to take
one course in the light of the acceleration resolution of tl1e 1975 Convention.
Because of the necessary secular ,JorI: of the students some adjustments had to be
made in the scheduling of classes, but the course requirements nere in no Hay
sacrificedJ and -Ghe standards of the Seminary remained as hiGh as al,·rays.

DUTing the first semester Professer lIensil1G taught iTeu TestcJ1ent GreeT;: Exe­
gesis (Luke) and Hermeneutics. Your President taught Dogmatics I and Symbolics II.
Together Hith church dL'ties for lfThich each [Jrof3ssor is also rcsIJonsible) the
schedule each Hee!: uas very full and de1i;c,i1cled c8reful budgetinG of time for study
and pre~Jaration. The first Set1ester officialJy c1os~d on January 30, 1979, and
examinations Here given the fo110u:i..nc, TrE>3T~o

After a semester break classes re::>u.::led on FebrUBry 16 ~ 1979. During the
second semester Professor iie',",-sing taug:1t reF Test,::u-:lent GreeT: Exegesis (Lul:e) and
Homiletics I. Your fresident taught Dogr,latics II and Symbolics II. The second
semester concluded on June 1st, folloH3d by three days on u~1ich examinations uere
given. Once again it uas ~)ossible to e~cceler3.te the ':rorI: in sor,1e of the courses
as the convention of four years cGo blld clL'6cbecL

O"fl June 15th Student J:lensiu0; com)letecl his vicarap;e at Peace Lutheran Church,
Tinley Parle. He pray that the practical experience ':Thich ~1e received nill be of
substantial benefit to hin not only ch.1.rinG his final year of study but also for
his future labors as pastor of a Christi2n congregation. IIr. Hensing is scheduled
to graduate fron our Seminary, God uilling 9 in June of next year. Official infor­
r'1ation tJill be sent to all our conC;regdions b;)r the Administration in ample time.

During the past school year ue again acquired various theological booI;:s, long
out of print, froi,) the libraries of deceased or retired Ll1.theran pastors Hith
uhose farrtilies ue established contact and from uhom 'tJe received uonderful assist­
ance. For this help ue are most grateful.

"l1e again received monetary donations fro~ outside of Ol~ Conference from Con­
cord Free Lutheran Church in TTestl~ee, Ohio J the Rev. E. C. : Iueller , pastor. This
independent congregation has for some time shGtm its interest in Ol~ ForIe through
these gifts, and they have been duly ackno'trledged by your President. lla3r the Lord
richly bless this conc;rec;ation for its special gifts!

Speclcll1g of gifts~ I wish at this point in my report to inform you of a great
joy vrhich cmJe to me the earlier part of this r,lOnth. Our sister cODGregation, St.
Sterhents Lu_theran Ch'llrch of ~"JiL'YQotJ South DaI:ota} 113.s given our Serrl.nar:~l librar:'l
a special gift of three vo111Ines in honor of your President, a forner pastor of
that ch"LITc'1, on the occasion of his 35th anniversary in the ministry, Hhich he
1-Jas privileged by the grace of God to observe in AUGust of last year. The books
are the folloHing~ Profiles in Belief, Vol. II, Protestant Denominations, by Ace.
Piepleorn; Bible Commentary, the :Iinor Frophets, by Dr. Thea. Laetsch; end The
T"ro :iTatures in Christ, by ]jar-tin Chemnitz, translated by J <A. 0. Preus. TJith
hW!1ble gratitude I accept these volumes fO;i~ OUT Library and express my sincere
appreciation to St. Stephen's Luthercn Church for this outstanding gesttrre of
Christian I(indness and thoughtfulness. iIay God's blessing rest ulJon that con-
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gregation for its Generous gift to our Seminary!

In Ilarcll of this year ue received a letter fron a Hr. El'":1er Loschen of Tampa,
Florida, inquirin~ about our entire Seminary ti"aining program. He stated that r.e
uas 39 years old, a Lutheran born in !llinois, had a business backgrour.dand enough
financial security to re-locate and to spend a large part of time in study~ Your
President 1'ITote to him, enclosing also a copy of our Catalog, and pointed out to
him the pre-Seminary curriculum to be pursued at a colleGe or university as "Hell as
the actual courses taught by our professors. It uas alse ex~lained to him that
since ue are preparing faithful pastors for service in our m"ffi fllidst, it is our
policy, according to our convention of 1970, to accept as students ttonly those Fha
are qualified co~rr.~micants in our member congregations or in congresations in
felloTrship uith our Conference. tt Pe encouraged =:r. Loschen to take the necessary
steps toward such membership. To date there has been no reply, but once more it
is evident that our Conference 811d our Seminary are becomin[~ I:nOlJTl to others out­
side of our fellouship.

Hor=: on our neu Seminary Catalog has not as yet been completed. As soon as
it is available, Ollr congrego.tions Hill be notified.

1Tith profound t~1anI{s lT8 acI:no\'J1edce the loving service of III's. Ii. David
lIensing, liTho faithfully served as crga:1ist for our chapel devotions, as each
Tuesday evening faculty and students sat;lered about the 'ford of God to be inspired
and strengthened for OUT tasles,

As 1"Ie 10oI~ ahead to the eleventh year of our Seminary Horle, Student eerald
Luedtke Hill talee such COllrSeS as ca:1 be conveniently scheduled for hin. Student
David T. Iiensing Fig enter upon his final academic :"{ear and, God Hilling, \Till
become our third graduate in June of 1;800

As ,re bring Vlis report to 2, close; aluays remember that this is YOUR Sem­
inary1 Pray f or it) HerIe f or it by enCOlIT'aging yOlmg men to consider the ministry
as their life I S ITorL:: ("Ie Lave NO prospects at this time r); and support it liith
your offerings 1 Hith sincere thanlcs for all the fervent prayers and generous
gifts in the past, :may I in Jesus Inane lIT'ge you all to continue prayin3 and giv-'
ing for this ir:r)ortant Horle so that, as the Preface oS' the Baal: of Concord states,

lithe pure doctrine and the profession of Ol'!' faith may; by the help of t:1e Holy
Ghost, be preserved and propagated also to OlIT' posterity until the glorious advent
of Jesus Christ, our onl~r Redeemer IOmd Savior!iI

RespectfUlly submitted,

O. 1J. Schaefer 9 Seminary President

Er;pOItT OF THe Fn'A~TC:C CmJHITTEE FOi:l THE PAST FISCAL YElm

Dear Brethren in Christ,

This year has been quite an active one for your Treasurer. First of all, the
transition anc', transfers of all the records to the current Treasurer Here finally
ccnpleted at the end of August. This trAnsition involves all the books, records,
accounts, etc. of the previous Treasurer ;"s lTell as tlle changes to be made lJith
the banl~s holding these accounts. This also includes understanding and becor.1ing
faniliar Hi th the accowl.tinr; s3'stem. This then is the underlying reason that the
June and July reports caJe out as one this year, for all these transactions are
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quite time consuming.

Also t;lis year to add to the situation, all the books used at that time ,Jere
filled up. Thus it VC'.S neceSS3r'J to get net:' books j it then tras also convenient to

"streamlinell the presGl''.t system to be j,lOre efficient and less time consuming. In
the event t~-lat somethine; should happen to the Treasurer, a "KEY" consistine of a
bloc;;: diac:;rar,l 811.d outlined procedures is included Hith the Treasurer's records so
that anyone neH to these books Hould be able to "Lmderstand them a little easier.
Feu vouchers uere also printed up to assist the record keeping l)rocedures.

After the nevT books m:'.d systen Here developed} your Treasurer became anare of
the neu "Treasury Accounts" available a.t savings institutions. These accounts have
a high interest rate and require a $10,000 ru.nimum. Each term is on a six month
basis; these monies then 1Tould not be tied up in four year accouhts. The interest
rate varies from Heek to ueel: Hith the U, S. T:reasury Bill's rate. These interest
rates only change at the time of maturity, The first of three of these accounts
opened had an interest rate of 7.992% compo~~ded daily. the second. 9.85; com­
p;unded daily, the third, 9.62;3 •. Uhen th~ first one ~~tured, it r~se to that
ueeI(ls current rate of 9.67%. I10te also tl1at these interest rates Fher- compovnded
over t~le year are in excess of 10;~ vt!1ich converts to a figure in excess of
$10.000 in interest DeI' account over a one VAar nRriod. The th~ee Treasury Ac­
CO~1llts are set up s; that one \Till mature ~ve~y'" t~:;· m~nth~-[SbrlnE; us more- flexi­
bilit3T as nell as high interest rates. There Has honever, only one account that
hacl to suffer an interest penalty~ h011ever, this account w"as a 2~.2 yr. certificate
Hitll only one half years tine touard its maturity. The loss here in interest (due
to early uithd.raual) at 6 3/4% Hill be ~,lore than iJ.ade up in the next six nonths
at the higher rate. furthernore, tlle bain OV81' tile rema.ining ]}i Y1~s. at the
higher rate Hill be t 11at much in our favor. This change has already Sh01ffi to be
profitable uith interest for the past 3rear in all funds exceedin.g $2,600; as con­
pared uith last year's of $2,212.56 for approximately tIle same aIflotmt of cash i:'1
the savin~s acco1..lnts.

In tIle past year no pa;,rr:lents :lave been r,1ade on t:18 loan. to t~1e Ser:1inar~r ::uTIcl
frOj-l the GenerE\1 T'und) you may note a yearly change of only about + ;)68. co Has
realized.

In the be2innin;:-: of April a letter Has sent out to all congregations asldng
them for their pledges. HeJUever, because only one of the pledges uas returned
before tile printinG of the n Pros~jectus, 11 the propos8d budget, as noted, Has most
slJeculative ane1 'cased 01'. tlle cover letter seeldng ~)ledges anc:1_ not the pledges
thEmselves. A definite proposal u~ll follou in the report of the finance Coramittee
concernin::; the budGet.

Durin::; the past :fear our cummittee uas busy studying methods of auditing the
TreaSlll~eI'" s booI::s. '\Te fOtlTLd that at present there 21'e tl,ro alterrtati,res by- a
C.P.A.'s Auditing. One is an in-dept!' audit uhich Eould GO over the books with
Hhat one mic:;ht call a nfine-toothed-co'ilb, Il and the other method uould be an nUn­
audited Statement ll or a revieu of the books or a sort of a "shallou audit" of the
book3. The cost hoc-rever is a little 11 steepll for an Official Auc'it vTould cost
approxir,lately (J500 to ~!) 700 ~ and a "Hevieu" uould cost approxinately (:;250 to ~;300.

This C.P.i\.. suggested that He definitely not have an Audit for it uonld not at all
be necessary but tlwt if ue still wanted sOLiething, a revieu Hould be the mw to
go. He also at the tirrie of intervieu on three occasions commended t~1e Treasurer
for the excellent bookLeeping that he ~1as done, Still, our cOlT'nittee favors an­
other met::lOd. Our recom:mendation to -c,.,e convention is to have 2 or 3 r,lembers of
tl1e con:::;regation in uhich the Tre!:1.surer iSI located to carefully and thoroughly
audit the rocords of tl18 Treasurer BEFOEE the convention takes place uhile there
Hould be plenty of tir,le to do tllGir job and be able to confer cTitl1 the Treasurer
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throuGhout the audit, bringin:.:; their report to the convention uhen it convenes,
This ue feel Hould be sufficient and 'tcrould minimize the cost to the Conference.
Ue uould not at t".is time recommend having an audit b:7 a C.P.A. because in addition
to his fee, our funds are not t'wt excessive nor is the boo:d{eeping system that
cO~lplex. If the convention decides still to go ahead every four years and have an
audit, t:lis uou~d be fine, honever llavinG a yearly audit is only costly and not
nece3sary.

ConcerninG t~le guidelines for t~le dispursement of tho Retirenent funds, at
the latest the Finance Co~;uttee is mTaiting response to its letter sent to the
C.T .E. OUl~ cOJ1lnittee at t;lis time has no recoY,ll,lendations pendinG; response by the
C.T.E on this r,latter.

This )ast 'Tear :las been a stable 7ear as far as the finences are concerned,
t:1ere being no substantial c;aills in OtT lTorT:in~:, fu..Ylc~s:: the total gail1 in all the
funds fo:c t:18 7ear UElS a]Jproximately (:,800 leavL'1G the total flmds in tlle Conference
a+' ~)I? ~~L, 1.n T,Tc l"'lCl;:T~ m,,,"'~ +fl l··,~ +'''''1!:'1'Y\i,.f'1,1 ,nf"l'Yl O 1:rcc:: A\.r~n ,_:n ,~·,",i+,A nf ()lJ'Y'......... '."1-;. .... :;.-/./' ~,...I'..I'. JV A.J.'-"''J'-'' .!.Il. ...... '-"_.l. v\. I ............. V __ "'_..I." __ \"~":'" -,--,...r..:J 1'-" ....... 51 ...,. _ ... _ ~. ..., _

cOl.mtry's poor econo~:ic pictLTe recently, t>le :Cord ',as still Gi'n"D 1.1.S increase in
our funds. :even t;10ugh t:lecr nay nat 1)8 ver~r sibnifica~lt; t~1S ~icture is on the
positive side rather tha~, the necative" let tlf3 strive to [Si\-e as our Lord has so
prosperec:. 1.18, ne"'V'er forsettirlg tllat ~Ie ca~J. ta~(c it all 8.l"J;=-,~,- even flS ~Ie has so
blessed ns. The cOwing years are not a ,~oo(~ eC01,Ol.DC outloot in this cOlmtry, so
also t;le tir,les ahead for us ,rill be ve:cy tryin:o. Still Trlth t:-18 strengt~1 of our
Lord, let us :-,0 ahe2_d, movine; fOrtT8rc:l. ic" 'Cl18 t.?s::o t11[",t:{~ '12,S el1trusted to our
keepinG' allT8.~rs to Hi::; glory!

The ?irlance COIL ~ttee3

Jeffery 'T. S".:,yx, CJlairnlcm

REPORT OF THE FTITAITCE CO;ITIITTEE COFCIR1Ul'G Tm TrL'DGET

Dear Brethren in Christo

:;corr PIS CAL 1979 - 1980

Since not all pledges from our conc;regations lJere received until June 14, it
has not been possible to forrrard the results to the congregations. Tl1e pledge re­
sults are as folIous:

St. John's
St, Luke's
Peace
St. Stephen's
Trinity

Total/mo.

Total/yr.

General Fund

SO.oo
18.00
90.00
30.00
15.00

203<00

~. 2h36.00

Semin2ry Fund

250,00
72.00

L~7:J.OO

3l~.OO

35.00

lll!2 000

:~ 13704 J)()

jlission Fund

30.00
10,00

250.00
100.00

390.00
(:>b.6Go.00

Considering the needs of our Conference t:le Finance Conmlittee has prepared
the fol1oTTins r3vised b1J(le;et proposal~

General Fund
~C!o""'"':)+;""'Y1!)l C::,'1-",c';rl"tT
V!-"'-".L '-" ..... -a,.,V.l..I".o\,o..L. ... ' '.A..uu ..... v..~)'

(Scriptural Publ.)
Telephone

1,000.00
200,00
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Travel
Convention
11iscellaneous
Printing Constitution &

Seminary Catalog

TOTAL

750.00
300.00
250.00

_.lT9·00

(:; 2,670.00

l-lission Fund

Facilities
Library
Stock
Periodicals
. ':'.scellaneous

100.00
10.00
65.00
85.00
25.00

o13,737.00

Trinity Subsidy $5,180.00

Bxplanations of the changes are as folIous:
General Fund: No additional funds 'Here requested by the Publishing House so

this Hill remain at the same figure; lli8cello.neous - this Has increased due to
18xge red figure in last year's budget and anticipated expenses in this fund.

Serni:.r1ary fund: Because pled~es lTere only increased 2.2% salaries uere only
j.ncreased 2:;. This increase Has placed in the housing allmrance rather than the
reGular salary, for the current figure lad::s in meeting its pt1l"pose; the housing
alloml1~ce is also tax free. Periodicals 'tTf',S increD.30d due to increased sub­
scription rates. I·liscellaneous uas increased to meet overaGe in this fund from
last year's budget.

lIission Fund: No additional rcques"U Has made for funds to our sister congre­
gation for subsidyt this fig1.1l"8 is the sru.n8 as the previous year.

Y01.1l" cOl1unittee also recommends He continue to authorize the availability
of ~;150CO.00 from the General Fund to the Publishing House for the purpose of
implementing the program of establishing and maintaining a stock of orthodox
Christinn books ffi,d other literature for purchase by our people.

Lr~t us go ahead nO~J and make ott!.' decisions under the direction of our Lord,
thc.t the;y r,la;y be pleasi.ng to Him. let us HorI: tOGether in our joint financial
dealings so that U8 may g:.~ou in His Grace, and that these matters in all respects
may true ly glorify Eis name.

Respectful13r submitted,

The Finance COl11l~ttee;
J 81'fery lJ. sty.c) Ch3,irma..'1.

GEI'Il'tAL FunD

Operational Subsidy,
Scriptural Publications

Telephone
Travel
Convention
IIiscellaneous
Printing of Constitution

[md C~t31q~

TOTAL

1000.00
200.00
750.00
300.00
250.00

170.00

G2670.00

SElillTAHY f.'UFD

Professor's Salary
Housing Allowance
1."s2-oc .. Prof. Salary
facilities
Libra:cy
Stock
Perioclicals
llis ceJlnneous

TOTAL

7266.00
38h6.00
2340.00
100.00

10.00
65.00
85.00
25.00

:)13737.00

IIISSIOli FUTw~ Subsidy - Trinity Luther8J:l Church, Coos Bay, Ore.
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REPORT OF THe AUDITTI"!G COlillITTGE

lIe have ex~~ed the books of the Conference Treasurer and have found them to
be in good order. 'Ie cor,IDlend our Treasurer for his very thorough bookkeepinG
S;)Fstem and records.

He have eXaJ11.ined the books of the Business l1anager of our Publishing House,
Scriptural Publications, and have found them to be in good order. He also commend
him for his complete and accurate records.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. O. >T. Schaefer
IIr. ICent Frerichs
IIr. Loren Dirlcsen

REPORT OF TIm COIJ1IITTBE on n~GISTR.ATIOi1 AIID EXCUSES

I. Initial neport:

The follouing are eligible for seating as deleGates:

Peace Lutheran Church Rev. :T. David Hensing
David T. Hensing
Glen Frerichs

Trinity Lutheran Church

St. John's Lutheran C111..l.rch

Rev. Randall D. Styx
T,oren Dirksen
John Dirksen

Ilev. Ii. L. Natterer
Halter fischer
ifichael Fischer

St. Luke's Lutheran Church

St. Stephen's Lutheran Church

Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Stephen Bloedel
Robert Bloedel

;{ev. James U. Luedtlce
=~ent Prerichs
Loren Reil

In the absence of John Dirksen, the other lay delegate fror;]. Trinity receives
tlTo (2) votes, yielding a total of 15 votes in all.

II, Tn this final report the Comwittee informs the convention that the followLDg
registered for this 28th AILnual Convention:

A. 6 pastors, including Prof. O.!j. Schaefer in an advisor:r capacity
B. 11 lay delegates, including 2 alternates
c. 33 visitors
D. Pastor Kenneth I(eat of the Lutheran Churches of the TIefornation, as

2n observer
L. TGTAL number registered: 51

The attendance for the Convention Sunday service HaS 96,

Respectfully submitted,

l1ev1 Janes '". Luedtke
I,oren Dirksen
iIichael Fischer
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lJEilOJlIAIS TO lIm 1979 COUVEPTIOi"

lIeiilorial from St. John's Lutheran Clmrch, lebanon, Oregon

HlillREAS The intent, purpose, and sco:)e of The Concordia Lutheran heretofore
clearly has not been defined.; and

UBEREAS Its optimal potential of distribution has not been realized.; thorefore

BE IT RLSOLVED That the Concordia Lutheran Conference, Ln its 1979 Convention
assei:lbled, adopt the proposed Guidelines for The Concordia LutI1eran.

(This resolution vJaS adopted by the voting asse~lbly of St. John I s
Lutheran Church, lebanon, Oregon, at a regular meetinG held on Dec.
10, 1978.)

Signed, Rev. 11. L. l':atterer, p3.stor
Francis F. t!illia:-ls, secret8-ry

GUmELnms for THE COlTCORDIA LUTI·lEIlAi;

A. IiTTEiTT) FUllPOSE) and SCOPE
1. Instructional. The Concordia Lutheran should expound upon the Holy Scriptures

so that one thereby is able tolrLCrease in the knQT:Jledge of God 3110_ His East.
Holy llord (Col. 1:9-10; 4~5; Rora. 12~2; 'Sph. 5~10,17; Phil 1:9-10). 'ihs
articles should contain not only "the sincere milI~ of the Hardfi (I Pet. 2;2),
that io,Sl easy' to digest, for the be11efit of tbe 3'-Ollth. and Hi1811boTll bates!! ill
tho faith (1 Cor. J:l); but also should provide "neattl (::: Cor. 3~2)5 to
reread, comprehend, and assimilate; and/or "Thich nay be suitable for a ~nore

intense 1Jible study, so that a Christian may expand his blo;-rledG;e of the
Sacred Scriptures, and thus further' his c;rm:rth in t'1O faith thereby (John 5:39,
8:32; II Tim. 3:15-17; Acts 17:10-12).

2, Devotional. The Concordia Lutheran should supply devotio:0.RJ aids for use in
fm:lily and/or private devotions (~ph. 6:4; Provo 22:6; Gen.18:19; Dent. 6:
6-7; Jos. 2L:1S).

3. Lutheran Confessions, The Concordia Lutheran should fruniliarize its readers
uith the Lutheran Confessions, u11ich are based solel:r anJ solidly ul/cn the
full truth and purity of God 1 s Holy !ford, as set forth in: Luther! s SIT.. & Lge.
Catechisrns (1529), th9 Augsburr; Confession and. its Apolog:{ (1530), tho Smal­
cald Articles (1537), the Formula of Concord (lS80), and the Brief StRte-
Hent (1932).

L,. G:1ristian FelloHship. ~he Concordia _Lutheran contributors remind the readers
of t:le pleasant and God-pleasin:o; Christinn felloHship uh:i_ch th:::y mp,y have
ez])erienced (Phil 1:3; L~:21-22; Col. 2:5; h:12-l7; 1 Cor. 11:2.; II Cor. 13:
2; I Thess. 3:6-11; 1 Tim. 3:Jl!.~ II Tim. 1;h-6;; ~~011. 1:10-12).

The:; uriters of articles mQ'" o:i:fer prayers for t::e brethren in +-'110 faith
(TtOi,l. 1:9~ II T:L-l. 1:1-3; Eph. 1:16; Col. 1:1-3,9; Phil. 1;1..·11:; 11he8s.
5:23}28): and rQay solicit pravers from the brethren (I Th3ss. 5:25; II 1'hess.
3:1; Col. 4:10).

5. IIissionary Program. The Concordia Lutheran should provide helpful aids and/
or guidelines to assist Christians in bringinc; others to tIw saving faith
(J;att. 213:19-20; Jo:m 1:43-1!6).

8. DISTTIIDUJ'IQj1
1. S1~bscrii)tions. Each clllCi every fanily in t~le Concordia Lutheran Conference

should subscribe to, and otheruise support , its official or::.;c'X1, The Concordia
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Lutheran. The nominal subscription rate should not ~l&:e it prohibitive for
every household in the C.L.C. to receive this excellent publication in their
hones.

2. Complir,lentary Copies. The C. L. C. publisher should supply conplimentary
copies of The Concordia Lutheran as a missionary endeavor !lto seeI: out all
~Tho truly sl{are -';~J:.-Scrip"furaipositionin doctrine and practice, and to
1)TGe the mutual public ac!molJledgement of such Gad-given unity. Thus He
shall be able ther8d'ter to practice a God-pleasing church fellotTshi) ;rith
t;lem,;! (Statenent of Purpose).

a. 'Tide distribution, especially to conservative Lutherans (bulk-nailings
by the publishinG house).

b. Pastoral contacts
1) ~PPoll1tments in his study
2) ,iscion pi'ospects and/or by visits to t:1e lll1dl"urched.
3) Visj:~,c: to the siele and infirmed.

c. Friends cmd acquailyc,onces of lay merlbers of t:.le congregation.
d , Visitors to t:.18 divine serYices,

=;emorial frof'! St. LuT:e 1 s Lutheran Church, Seattle, UashLngton

U:EEREI'.S the Conference 'lr8r:surDr is rcsj)onsible net only to guide the Conference
in fin2nd::cl ard businGs~ '11Yairsj but also, because of his membership
lli the Board of TJiroctor3, 3houl( be uell versed in spiritual r,:atters; and

HEL:REAS t110 COJ:"l.J'erence Tro2sUJeo:: ~l<::S t:18 full ros~)onsibility to direct the acti­
vities and cle~isions of the :;:'i:1ai1ce Comruttee uitl1 reference to fiscal
.snc1_ blJ_dG;Gt cOllsideratior_s j 811d

UI-ICREAS the Conferenr;~ Trea,C:tl1"'Si' is not only responsible for receivinG:, safe­
Gl'ar::hng Clnd (lisbuc'sin:; monies in behalf of the Conference, but also to
r1aj}1t2.iYl t:!c rccorc~_~ of these tr2nsactions; t"lnd

lJ11E1lEAS tIle Finance ('or1J:i++.r;r L:; presently considering the use of a Public
Accolll1tant to al,cliL OUl' financial records, uhich recognizes the sound
busins"s }JrincipJe t;wt':;he offices of Treasurer and Accountant should
norraall:v not be V8stRd in the same person~ therefore

DE IT RESOLVED to rsliEYc the Conference Treasurer of maintaLnD1G the financial
records of receipts and d"sbursements and appoint a Financial Secretary
for this HorI:, 'Thicb FO'lld acccll:llish the folloHing ~

1, .?ermit Godly laY:-len, not acquainted uith accolll1tin[3 procedures, to
be available for the oi.'i'ice of Treasurer ll1 our Conference.

2. Hecluce the 1mrk of -;:':10 TrcQsurer in order to prOVide increased
effici8rlOy 7.n bt".dget, fiscal )lanning and investment matters.

3. S olVG the prob13':il c'f a special audit by a public acc01..U1tic"'Y: firm,
due to the E'afC,~'~1.13.rd of clual responsibilit:-y in the of~.~ices of
Treasurer aLd ~in2Dcial Secretary; and

BE IT nJr.L:m lTCSOLTCD that the Conference Constitution be amended to set fortb
the duties and responsibilities of the Treasurer and f:'inC'ncial Secretary
as SU2.&2stnd iL the :"'ollo"inZ Easic Guidelines:

Treasurer.

1. Heceiva J banI: anc~ cisburse ywnies in behalf of the Conference.
2. I'or1mrd original SO"L1TCP; fiscal records to the Financial Secretary.
3. EeceiY8, 7erify an( diotribute the nonthly and yeo.rly financial
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statements provided by the 7inancial Secretary.
h. j;aintain budget records an,d issue necessary budg0tary re:9orts.
5. C:1airman o::~ -::':1e Finance Committee and Board. of Directors 11onber.
6. Submit checL stubs, pass boots ~l.d other liwestment evi.dence for

audit at tir,le of convention, or as requested by the DOQrd of :U~:L',:cJ-,ors.

Financial Secretary~

1. Receive fiscal records for apIJropriate booL 811try and p'3rn~neut fililJ~.

2. Provide mont:lly al1l~ yearl/ fin&ncial reports t;1rou~h the Conference
Treasurer"

3. Provide special re'.)orts as reqlc8stGd by the 'Joard cd' Di..reetors.
L,. Confer::mceccounta...'1.t, ;'inallce Con.littee :iember J AdvisOl y ; '0f:1;):<('

of 'c,he Tioard of Directors.
S. SubI.1it books and all substaltiating docu,'TIents for spo'r. mldi t C":j

tirae of convention, or 8S requested b:~r tha Board o? T)ir~('tor,= ..

;J~,::;ned5 'R.G. Bloedel, 08S1'et::-.ry
p.n. Bloedel, P~sto~

lTotec Action concerning these Hemorials are found in tIle Ii:L1Ut0S o.i.' t;J.'3S6
froceedinRG p8.ge3 L~.9 ~"f1cl ll.3 respe cti·tT~ly.

Parochial (of menoe:..' con~;re~;ations) ~

l~ur;lber of CO~1greG;at:L.ons • < f ~ ;: ., ~ • Q • Q ~

Ordained P2.stoTs (ilJ.c1·uding J.. 2.ss~_stant pastor) • 0

Daptized lIer,ibers
Corm..nmicant I:er.bprs • 0 • •

Votin~ Me~b8rs ,...,..
Children in tl1e :=unday Schools
Ldults l1egularly Attendi.ll~ the Bible Classes
COmlll1l1icants 'Received
Severances ." 0

Confirmations (J.dult and Chi1c~ren)

lIarria::;es . 0 0 • • • ,

Bt1rials " . 0 0 • " • 0 •

Sunday School Teachers
Superintendents • 0 • 0

blected Church Officers
OrEanists . . 0 , • • "

Choir IIer1bers 0 • • • • •

Congre~ations O'minG their Church Property
Total AcreaGe '0 0 • • • • •

?otal Valuation of Real Estate

II 0 Instibxtional (of our Seminary):

Professors
CG~'rent Students
Craduates to Date

5
6

• 338
2L!e
7L~
76

129
17
12
1..2
15
5
5

2l
2

!Lo
9

16
4 (
() Q
./ .1_

0575,39l.CO (G~~.)

2
2
2

Resp~ctfully subnittecl 5

David T. !lensiJ'1g, o"tRCls"tlcisn
Board' cember-at-Large (llidcae i!es:~)
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=mruTEs OF THE 28th l'JTI~UA.:L COFlm'·TIOi'
of the COFCOPJ)IA IUTT.:,I;..AlT COPF....~:r=;!C=

The 28th Annual Conv'Jntion of the COi.1cordia LuthDran Conference opened on June
22, 1979, R.t 9dO aomo ,rith flo Divin.e Service in uhich President H. David liensing
preached the openinG sermon on the basis of Rev. J: 11, "Behold" I cor"e q1.licI:ly:
hold that fast 1iJhich thou hast 5 that no man taT:e thy crmm. 11 Prof. 0, F 0 Schae:~er

served as liturgist.

The cor:.ven"Glor.;. proper and t~~e first sessicn be r -:al1 at ll~ 20 a.,rlL 'TTit': a brief
c~evotion by I'res. ;iensing including a :;:>rayer and the rear:1.in2: of TTeb. )!:9··1S.

T}1e ap)ointr,lent of convention CO[1:(1ittees follmring the devotion 3pecified the
COi~llllittee llerfocrs as outlined in t:18 convention Prospectus, p,3.

reported that all delec;at83 b~~rt. O~~,::; 1Tr:::-C
It uas Boved and seconded to :ceccivc ·chis

The initial Ile)ort of t~18 Com,uttee on1e~istrations a:ld Excuses
co~,L:ittee r18' :ber Lcrc11 Dirlcsen. It 1JaG
present, yieldin~ a total of 15 votes.
i1!.itinl re~)ort, Carried <

lTas

l1is Vice-president Revo
tile chair in tlle nean 'Gine, The report uas one of lJraise to the Lord :LC' .Jrose:cv­
inc; ill,long us the tn:.th for these nany years since IS'Sl uhen our COY'Je:conce "r~',S

f0rr,18cL It Hentioned the special importaDce of the Conmittee on :r.Juthe:'c·~, T·liul
-9T~} t;lG Ser,linary Eorle for health reasons .• Pros. HeDsing made tho specj.o.'_ ~'cJ~-~-:c'

of the brethren t;lat they relieve hiD of any strenuous positions of le2',~'l'Jh::"p in
the year follocrinc;"

It uac; r,10VGC.~ ,grld secondeC1. -co accept the report, slJ..bject to reVie1J <' ~(J,~ .;:-LCj) <-

'-ice-president l:ec·Lterer ap)ointecl the follouinc; COlili';jittee to rovieu ti1e .c:Oc·c~~ ~:U:l~ I ':

Report: Rev. Randelll D. Styx, \Taltel~ :::'ischer~ 3:.(ld Tooren ReiL

Tile Pre siden·(, t:lon too:: the chair and presentec~ t:le A~end8, lor [:,'18 . :·111 (, '"lc·,) 01

sessions. It Has noved and seconded to fo:Uou the printed 1I.~encl8, as 1Ti ;>,.,
Carriede

Tile report of t'le Press Cor1Flittee) given by Pres. ;iensing (host pas·' s-r',~::::eL

that no pre··convention article for the press m.',s5ubnittecl. HOFever, j.Jo.::sibJ;· 2n
article Hou.lel be submitted follouing the convention. It U'l;; lloved and s."t":c:nd:2 to
acce~)t this brief oral report. Carried.

:rt uas tllOTl moved ",nd seconded to acljol..lrn t:,e morninG; s3ss~on. Car:,'icc'.
-~djournmGLt fo110ued at 11:50 a.m.

The I'riday afternoon session beEan uith a (levotion at IdO p.m. b~.r 7ice-::Jresi­
dent ~Tatterer. HY'Tn 360 ':JaS S1.mg J fol1oned b;:r the readin:::; of Col. Id-h (mel a
p:cayer. The convention essay then be::::2.11".t 2.bout l:ho p.m., again by p?sto:c rat­
terer. The title of t:1e essay uas t'18 Sai":l8 as t;18 convention motto) IIOL:.r ::aith­
fulness to tlle :Cord in the Lir;l1t of J\.1.dj.Llent Day.i1

At a convei.:.ic:mt breaI:ing point th.e essayist solicitec. discussion 5.':>0'';1 the
floor on the portion oi.' the esse.:· read. Discussion folloued.

';':10 convention recessed at 2: 15 and resumed sessions at 2 ~ 50 Ujj::l Finemco
Coramittee rS rGport on the lost fiscal year. The comnitteo ci1airman ond Conference
Treasu:cer, 12', Jeffery liT. Sty-'A:: bec;:an by ;,b.ssin:; out to the brethreD c'.. rplic:.tec'.
reports to e::anine. After sufficient tine for perusal, l.t.~. Styx ro"c~ hi" r~·~o:c-::'.

He pointed OFt -GilQt nlthouGh the iinorccial :;:>icture oi:' the Horle' todC',;'T __ ,- l"?t.:10r

\r-.
-LI·C-
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unstable, tLe Lord has blessed t:,e finances of our little Conference over the past
~Tear. It uas moved and seconded to accept this re~)ort. ~arr:::'ecL

The Finance Cornmittee recommended that 2 or 3 menbers of "[,'18 conGregation in
F:licl1 the 'l:'reasu:rer :'3 located carefully and thoroushlj" audit the records of the
Treasurer before tIle convention takes place uhile there HOFld be plent;y- of t~me to
do t:leir job 2nd be able to confer uitll t:,e Treasurer t:lroug:lout the audit,
bringing their report to t,"e COnVel"t:i_on uhen it COYlvenes.

It '!JaS moved aEd seconded to aCC8!)t this reCml'J'lel,dation. Discussion follotTee
'
•

It uas moved and seconded to table t:1e l'eCOl1L 1endat~ on UJ."'til tl'e ti;ne alot"ced for
(iscussion of the St. Luke 1 s HelloriaL 110tion lost. T21e Finance Corilinittee recom­
mendation uas t:l.en voted upon 2nd carried,

Inasmuch as the pastoral and ley delc::;ates of St. Luke t s c"o::JgregA.tion uith­
clreu their ~Iemorial from cocsidera-c,ion of this convention, it uas moved and
seconded to rel'nove tr.t.is :~~tem frorl -c~.le f~ge~J.ja.. Ca/~~'~_ed 0

lIext came th,; eloct:LO:l of offic8'.'s under t>e direction o:~ t:1e i'1or,:ina-:inc: and
Elections Corrul1ittee. The elections "p1~'oceeded as :"ol~_o~TS~

Hominations fo::' President· Pastor::; 11.1. l~atterer, 0.' • Sc~'.a8f(.:::', James 1;

Luedtke;; Paul Il. -t3-1oedcl.

Elected: Rev. _,. L. -Tatterer

Nominations for Vice-?resident:

Elected; O. 1 T. Sehae ~ei.·

lTOl,linations :~or Se_cretary: Pastors James F. -::,uedtke) Pcandall D.jt~·~:.

Hominations for Treasurer: 11ss1's. JefferyH.Styx, Glen A. Frerichs" Falter
F. FiscLl.61'.

EOY,linations for Board Hember-at-larg;e (7arlrest:~ 11ssr8. Halter F. 7ischer,
Pconald Schlaht, lIenr;"! Fischer, iJic-ro~' Dloedel, LOrGll DiY:~scn.

:Glected~ I,ll'. Falter F. Fischer

Pominations for Loard Eel11ber-at-large (Hid-Hest): lIssrs. David T. flensing,
Gerald E. Luedtke-;Glen A.-1'reric:-:;s, H. Daniel ~~ensing, :(ent Frerichs.

?lected~ David T. }lensing

At 3:)5 p.m. the convention recessed to give tL1G':lections Cornnittee opportun­
i ty to prepare t~le slates for Committee elections. At 4: CiS the ,aections C:om-
)ilittee presented its nominations _Lor .ca,andinE; Corrl~_ttees.

Proposed slates for the Editorial .~O:l1,;itt~:

A.
Prof. 0,::. Schaefer

t..,
-LI-.J-

n--,.
Rev. Ii.alldall D. ~)t)X
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Rev. II, J~. Natterer
Ill'. Gerald II. LuedtI:e

~lected; Slate A

Prof. O,'r. Scheei.'er
lIT. Gerald II. LnedtT:e

Proposed slates for the ~~mm.itt~ on TheoloGical ~~~~ioE:

A.
Rev. II.L. I:atte~l.'er

Rov. Janes V. Lue(~tIce

IIT • Llo~rd E. ~ ;artin
Ill'. Victor Ie. Bloedel

Elected~ Slate C.

B.
Rev. ;;'andall D. St;rlC
n.ev 0 ~". IJ. l'atterer
111'. Glen A. Frerichs
1I1'. I(ent Frerichs

c.
Rev. P. 2.. Bloede"l.
Rev. ~a"1]dall D. St3'X
1 'r. Llo~rcJ E. lIartin
l:o.~ 0 ~Tietor Ie. Blo'Jdel

Proposed slates for the COl,rmittee on IIissions;

A. 3.

Rev. Jalcres TT o Luedtke
Rev. l~. L. 1'Tatterer
I II'. T~oren Dirlcsen
i"ir. Ronald Schlailt
l '1'. Jeffery II. Styx

Elected: Slate 1\.

Rev. P. n. Bloerlel
Rev. :"1. David J!cnsing
~lr. Lloyd E. liBrtjn
Iii'. Loren Reil
Iir 0 Ted D. Fisch8l'

Proposed slates for tIle Corrmlittee on Luther_9£; Union:

J\.

Vice-President
Secretar'T
Prof. H. David llBns:mg
lI1'. David T. i lens inE;

Elected: Slate A.

B.
Vice-President
Secretary
Prof. H. David 1~e~slng
}ii'. Robert P~oe~el

l'roposed slates for t[le Publishing House Board of Control:

B.
Rev. P. R. Dloedel
nev. ~I. L. Hatterer
Iir. Ronald S chla:rt
ltc. Victor Ie. I3J.oedel
1'11'. Paul F. L1.lCdtke

Elected: Slate B.

ProJ)osed slates for the Finance Coynr.~jttee;

TO
D.

Rev. P. ~. Bloedel
Dev. Eaw1.all D. Sbrx
:;r. Dale Ellis
ilr. -::Ij_ctor Ie. Jloec.el
Ii}'. Paul F. I,uec]t;,"e

c.
lb:'. Jeffer;',' 1T. St;).'X
Er. Loren Dirksen
Lil.'. Bill Sch2~ader

Ill'. Lar1'Y Reil

~lected: Slate L.

.'.T. Jeffery U. Styx
Iir. Jdm Dirksen
lk. I~arry Reil
fiJi'. ]1o:)ert Bloedel,

-Llu-

.ir. Jeffery U. St'1X
111'. LorA'1 DirI:son
l~. ~obert Bloe~el

IIr 0 =(Emt li'rcrichn
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It vJaS y,lOved and seconded to consider all ele ctions 1.:m8J.'1imous. Carried un­
animously.

At 4:45 p.m. the COlilr,littee on Lutheran Union (CLD) chairma..'1, Pastor fJatterer,
gave his report. It uas noved and seconded to accept his brief report. Carried.

Fol10100g his report Prof. O. 1T. Schaefer, chairman of the ew neGotiating
team, gave his report accountinG for the contacts made 1Qth the Lutheran C1mrches
of t:'.e Reformation (LCD.) and the C;1Urch of the Lut~ ,eran Confession (CoLC) <luring
the past year. The re}Jort contained tuo recommendations. It eTas noved and sec­
onded to receive this report. Carried.

Recommendation (1 stated: "that our C0J111nittee on !.Jutheran Union determine the
feasibility of furthe:::- meetings uitll the LCR in vieu of recent develop~ont5 :in
that church body, and if and uhen such meetings resume, that they be held only as
long as the agenda agreed upon is fol101red and further progress is me.de tmmrd
finding tr"l18 unit;r .. " Prof. S cll...aefer exr laL.'1ed that tt the agreed Up 0:-1 ngcYlda tt 't-rss
the matter of the state of confession, es)ecially as it applies to the Yl'etzmann/
Hallstein controversy of 1955. This recommendation uas moved, seconded and carrj.9cL

Recounnendation 1/2 stated: ffthat if our CO~"1.ittee on Ll1thRran Union receives
a favorable reply from the Church of the Lutheran Confession to our proposal of
I:Iarch 8, 1979, it endeavor to arrange a meetin~ uith this group at the earliest
possible time." This too lims moved, seconded, and carried.

President IJIensing expressed his personal thanks to the cur chairmen for their
carefully prepared reports. The Friday afternoon sessions closed at 5~20 p In.

er.:. th t:1e Apostolic Blessing.

Saturday

T118 Saturday morr:.ing session opened ~J"ith a clevotio:n at 9: 15 cotlductecl b"'o,­
Pastor LuedtI<e. Hymn 5L~1 uas sung, folloued by Ephesians 5:1-21, a prayer end
the final hymn, 400.

At 9:25 cane the reaciing of Frida;r's minutes, uhich 17ere adopted after a feu
nlinor adjustments.

Past.or NatterE'r then proceeded uith his essay. The portion· of the essay
read uas concerning such sins, even among Lutherans, as unionism, abortion, and
homosexualit~T. Folloc;ing this it uas moved and seconded to reserve the last J?j
pages of the essay for the ap]Jointed tirne on Sunday. Carried.

In connection uith the CY..U report, fIr. Glen frerichs, delegate from Peace
CongreGation, mentioned th'3.t a convention of Lutherans ..Uer+, ,-ras bein,"; held in
! :orris, Illinois, 3:Clrl Hondered about sending representatives of our Conference to
attend as observers. This led to a discussion of the errors of I~therans Alert
(headquarters in Tacoma) T.Tashington), notably unionism 8lo.d the denial of objective
justification. Prof. Schaefer nentioned a contact uith their Seminary in Hmch
they Here Hilling im:nediately uithout investigation of our Conference, to train
students for our ninist.ry.

A break uas obseryed at. lOd5; at 10:55 the session resum"d uith a motion
that the Convention COYiTIlit the sug~estion of 100I~ing further into the position of
Lutherans Alert to our CD] ~ seconded and. carried.

The Editorial CoriJlllittee chairm8n, Prof. Schaefer, t~1en gave his report. One
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suggestion or the Comnittee Has that t:1e Publisi1ing EIouse nail all issues to sub­
scribers first class. This uill 'oe taken un6el' advise~lent. It Has moved, seconded
a'1d carried to accept the report 'rj.th thanks to 'che Committee fer its fine Hork
during the past year.

l"ext, tle Coyuuttee on Theological Education (CTE) report vms given
Eatterer. It uas a report of encouragement to faitJuul ministers of the
~)ointing out L:.at to have such :'1ecessitates faithful Seminary trai.n:ills;.
moved anQ secondec to receive the report. Carried.

b;y Pastor
;,jord,
It Has

The COY,lnittee then recom.::::endei and moved that the semester re:'ve of tuition be
increased from ~;60 to $100 9 or fr01';l $8.00 per semester hour to $ar).oo per semester
hour. Tt1is Has secondec~.

Pastor St~'i: re))1j.nded the convention of the purpose of tl:e tuition system in
om' Seminary, L e., that those graduates :rho be come pastors in our Conference re­
ceive tlloir tuition bacTe as an extra s[lvin~s in translel'1'ing frorn• student to
pastor. The prolJosed inc:cease, horrever, )le )ointed out, could C8USG an e:Jctra
financial burden on the students d.'uring their Seminary years. Oth01.'s also com­
Ycented both pro and can the increase in tu:l.tion rate. A third possibility Fas
advocated that the tuition rat3s be increased and that the Conference General Fund
supply t~1e difference from the old rate.

and
It uas moved' second to amend the previous motion, adding that the d.ifference

in the increased rate of tuition be aoverec' by the Conferellc3 General Pund rather
t:lan by the students.

It Has noved 311d se canded to cOlilYI,i'c the ,ri lOle matter of tuition to tl1e Resol­
utions CO~jdttee. Carried.

Prof. Schaeler t~c!en gave tis Seminory President's report, revieHing t~e acti­
vities of the past year J ;~lal~ing n:ention of various gifts, offerings and inquiries
received. It Has moved and seconded -Co accept t~1e report. Carried.

Adjournment folloued at 11:,~5 for the Lunch Hour.

The sessions resuned cTitle a devotion by Pastor St~'X at l:L.O p.m, I{yrm 396
'JaS S1-fig folloHed by tl1e l'eading of He:). 11:1-12:2 and a prayer.

Rev. P. R. 1310edel proceeded ,:j~th his report of the IJublislling House Board of
Control. It Has noved and secondeQ to accept this report. Ca-l'ricd.

There 'Jere fo1.11' recOTm:nendatio!13 connected ":i.tl: tilG report, s11rlInarized as
folloHs: Recommendation tl ~ concerrlin:; efforts to speed up ~·rriting of articles
anrt publishing of the Concordia Iut~er~~ so tilat subscribers receive their caples
earlier. This uas adOl)ted by r,~otic_;-:._-

Recor.nnendation ,;'2: COnCeI'D"..ne; the incumbent Editorial Conrroittee, that it
hold office throuG;1 thr" July/August ir'sc1G of the Co:?:..<:?rd~~ ;,u::'l:el::?~< ~~1L; Has re­
cotl1nitted to the Publis'1inE "-ouse E:Jard of Gontrcl.

Hecol'm 1endation ~'3: concerrd.ng continuing to kee') :';:t.OOO 2vaiJ.able to the
Publislling'Iousc lor tllO esta'olislu;]El1t of a boole house J shouJc'L ~:lis become feRsible.
lldopted by JliotioD.

l~ecornmende,tion i;(4; conce::'lli:lg ;~)300 for Jurchasin~ 10 Goint rnats for the
printing of t'18 Concordia Lut:1eran. It :ras moved 2nd S88(';]cl'~d to [.ut)'ori.z8 a (':JOO
e~:pendi.ture frori 'tho Ge'i1era""iF1IDcC'tc Scriptv,ral Publice..tions fo:, the pl1r}lOSe of
n'1"Y'roh!'lC!';"Y'lN +~lO Y'lnn C"'C'Or"l"Y1.,..,. ............. +1""1 0 .... ""-.......... ...: ...... ,.::)1:"' "' ,.:::. ...,,l........... J.J. u U U ,j .I. IlC", VI.) " vo..J. .:. _I_'::;I...~.

The report 01 tIle Business :;12n8::8r of ScriptlTal Publications 1:as given and
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e:~plained by ::1'. Robert Dloedel in place of Hr. Yictor K. Bloedel, the business
ma~1ager. This uas -::"1.en adopted b~" mot:LOn.

At t;lis point the 2nd recommendation of the Fub'_ishing '{ouse Board of Control
as reForeled b=r "I:,',-e Board uas presented" It reads as folloHs !"that tlle Editorial
Cor,Jnittee be res·;Jol:.sible for tile publication of t'le SeptJUct. issue t:lrough the
publication of the July/Aug. issue of tile foUouinC calendar ~·oar.tl This cras
accepted by motion.

The ;iission Corrrrnittee Chairman Pastor I.uedtke t~len gave his report. Jt uas
rloved, seconded and carried to accept this re~Jort. There uere tHO recommendations
connected lrrth t:18 report, tile fjrst recQI,lmending that the Conference grant Trinity
Lutheran Church, Eastside, Oregon, a subsidy:Oor t~le coming ~Tear of ~~S,180 and the
second recommendine; a constitutional amendment in Article IT of the Constitution.
Both uere adopted by motion, the second unanimously, subject to ratification of
the congregations in accore1 ance H~Lth constitutional requirements for amendments.

A break uas observec1 at 3:05 p.n]. Upon reconvening at 3:18:; Pastor Styx gave
a personal :i.nterest report aI'yended to the nission Committee Report explaining the
progress and problems of our Hission CongreGation in Eastside, OreEon.

It uas moved 2nd secondec~ to receive this special report ulth special praise
to "the Lord for His continuing blessiEgs upon our Iiission ConGregation. Carried.
This l;ra.S folloued by the singin:::; of 11 Praise God From 'Thon All Blessings F1m:. II

Discussion then folloFecl on I'iission r,uideline iN'!. (recorded in 1962 Proceed­
ings, p.20 and quoted in the Ilission COnTIlittee Report. See p.26 of these' Pro- ­
ceedings.) It cras dis cussed uhether the 1J'ord:L.'1I'; of the Guideline Has too restric------ '
tive 0 The Guicleline 'cas clar:~:':'ied to this extent that 11 consult'! does not
illtir:late absolute approval and that consultation of tlle:;O!;rrnittee on Hissions
can be made by contact uith the chairman of the Cormlittee.

It uas moved and seco:c.ded t;12,t tIle a l )ove clarification be regarded as an
01'l'iciD.1 interpretation of Cl~j_de1iEe #VI. Carried. The delegates of Trinity
Congregation" uho Nere concernee. about the 'TOrding, ~rere satisfied t 1lat this clari­
fication fulfils the spirit of tlleir il1q1..1.ir3r.

ITalter Fischer gave ti'e !":e)ort to :2.evieu tree :::'resident' s Report. Pastor
l:atterGr took the cilair durj_ng t;;[~ 1'e)ort. It Has lloved, seconded, anel carrj_ed
to receive this report.

The aGenda proceeded to the Rel)o:ct of the ltllditing COl"rrittee as Given by TJoren
~)irksen. It 1TB3 moved and secondec1 to receive this re;Jort" Car:cied.

This T!as folJoT:ed by t~le InitiRl ·;ienort ai' t':18 l07:,-fiO budeet e;iven bv
Treasill'er Jefferv :Jt~r-:. It '·ms also lrloved and secone'ed to receive this relJort.
C8,rried.

TIle lllit.ial ",eport 0 -, t>e }L8so1ptions Corn:llttee 'LTClS given bJT ;avid T. ~ -ensing ..
At this tL18 tl18 Committee had o~11: - 01'e resobtion to present, TJhic l l concenl1'ld
raising the Seminary Tuition (as previously discussed on tllG convention floor) by
l007~. It nas i,loved" soconcled and carried to adopt th~_s resolut:Lon. T:ccre -'[;,3 or.8

There nas one nccolT'J11endation of t'le Board of ~)irectors to consider at this
time. It concerned itself u:;_th a :"<ii't of ";500 offered by t:'e I-id ,~ssociation for
Lutherans (IlJlL) to our Conference for t"e gelebration 0:.;:' the J~oOth Anniversary of
tIle Doo~: of Concord and the h50t11 ar~iversorJr of tllO Jll~gsbur,: Con.fession. The
letter offering this gift Has read to the convention by the secretary, uho then
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read tl1e recom.':lendation of the Board as folloHs~ "1) that rre respectfully refuse
the financial assistance from AAL, stating to them that He do so :Ln the spirit of
t.he Lut:leran Confessions, based on Holy Script1.IT'e, as a elee.:- :protest against their
unionistic activity; and 2) that our ovrn Conference through its Board of Directors
se·1:, aside of aLIT' OT:n1 General Fund tuonies to be used by alIT' congregations in the
celebration of the 400th anni'Versa.:!:'y 01 the DooI, of Concord and the 450th armiver­
sary of the Augsburg Confessibn. lI

It Trras moved and seconded to adopt till:l Board I S recommendation. Before this
could be carried, the discussion of the recommendation led to a motion, ,Thich Has
seconded, to table the Board of Ditectors t ReCOnIDlendation to Sunday at 2:30. This
Has carried.

The convention session adjourned at 5~25 after various ~~~ouncements.

The :3unda3r ilorning Divine Service began at 10:00 a.m.. Pastor H. David llensing
conducted the liturgy. Pastor P. H. Blo€ael preached the S'3rnon based on Heb. !_O:
25. Holy Communion uas administered trith Pastor O. H. Scht?efer givL.l1g the bread
and Pastor ilensing giving the cup.

The Sunday session proper began at 2:4n p.m, 'Jith a c.Gvotion by Prof. Oc IT

Schaefer. Hymn 605 Has sune, folloued by the rGad~ng of L:: Thess. Id-12 and a
p::cayer. The nel·rly-elected President, Rev.· f I,. Ea.tt;erer: :presided over the
Sunday sessions.

Upon the readin;::; of the mL.rmtes of ti).e Saturdc·.r session> the·j' lrere approved
b~" motion after a fm·T clarifications anc~ a(~justYl1ents.

The Convention Essay \Tas concluded b3r Pastor r nttorer. ?rof. Schaefer took
the chair during its }:resentation. Fith tbJ 0ssa~r conc::i.udecl J it Fas moved and
seconded to accept it ldt;l thanks to t~1e essa~r:Lst. After brief discussion of the
essay, the motion Has carried.

Concerning the reco~mendation of thG 30ard of Directors on the fLAL offer of
$500, Pastor I:atterer reael a letter he had draftee. as a sUGgesteec anSHer to the
fulL. After reading the letter, President ITatterer solicited responses.

}~. Glen Frerichs pro~osed an alternative response in the form of a substi­
tute motion (i.e. to the Board's recomIT.endation presented in the Gaturday after­
noon session) as folIous: "that He notify the !~LL that lm Hill accept the ¢;5no
gift from them, but anI;}" nith the 1.mderstanding: 1) that t:leir offer is exactly
nhat it states j a gift -- viz., something t 11at is :;;iven to us uHh no presu.rnp-
T.lOn of our participation rrith them in present or future actiVities; 2) that He
are currently not in feJJ,01Tship uith an';r other Lutheran bodies ar..d therefore
lTould not be able to participate in activities lrith t!'.em (P.om. 16:17); 3)that He
Hill take _A_i._L at t21eir Hord uhen they say t2l.8J do not ir:tend to dictate hovy the
funds are to be used, but only His~l to b~ informed of hOT; He use tlle gift; 4) that
ue do not Hish to furnish AA"I.., uith names of O'lr Y;lembers for solicitation purnoses. 11

On the basis of Abraham's refusinr=; the [;ift of the king of Sodom (Gen. 14:
21-23) and the Israelite's refusing foreign help in rebuildinG the temple (Ezra
4:1-3), it Has deemed unrrise by some to a.ccept theA..J.\.IJ gift. The general ques­
tion of whether l~L is a business or a rel~gious organization l~QS discussed.

Follor:ring the discussions the question 0.[ tl:e snbst:..tuto rrotion uas l.loved,
seconded and carried. The substitute motion Fas then re-read. It 1ms voted upon,
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and it fa:i.led..

It Has moved and seconded to divide the TJoard of Director's' Tecomnendation and
to consider its tel0 parts separatel~", Carried. This be:i..21g done the first point
of the reconmenclation Has carried by motion and the second point uas cOmJ.!litted, b3r

motion, to the Resolu.ti.ons Corn...mttee for forlrlulation.

iir. Falter Fischer, delegate from St. JODl1 I S Lebanon, Ore., presented his
congreGation IS iiemorial (concerning the Concordia Lutheran) point by point to the
convention. It vTaS moved and seconded to adODt the Nemorial. Extensive discus­
sion foll01'red and various suggestions and arn.e~dments Here propo::;ed. Finally it
Has moved and seconded to CO!.ll11itt the entire St. John's Hemol'ial to the Editorial
Committee for stud::)'" durinG the comi,'g year, a report to be '~2-'i!el1 to the next con­
vention on the matter. This Has carrieel.

The session 8.dj01U":lS~l for supper 2t 5: 35 p.m. At t 1Li.8 tine the chairman noted
that a visitor 1'<'.8 prec~r;.t, Pastor }Cpm"Ath Zeat (L.o.R.. ) of r;~~:':ago. President
ITatterer officiall,y reco[;;1t7,ed :mc1 rrelco r :G(l hi)':1..

At 7:30 p.m. the con\T211tion reconv8113c1 for <:!:(l evening S():'C!:Lon. At this time
the Finance CO:'11!.littee Chnirnan, Hr. ~hl~>ry ,S.t:,:r~:, moved. acce..,ta.l1ce of the previously
presented budGet. Secono:::.d, carried.

The mimeograplY':; [~tFttistical repor::' ,1'38 9as sed o·c,_t by D03.r(~ Emnber Ii!'. David
T. jjensine; for cCJllsic1eraticD. Jt Fas r..c,'.-c:;.c:., :3f),::c:lded ,mc: c['_,-'"c:~:,-,d to accept it
Hith thanks.

lJele:;ate David 1'. ~icnsing, on be:~ -::.If of lUS C'onG,-~egat:i..ol', offered once again
his congregation I s cl1'LlrC~1 facilities for use by our COnfel"enCG Seminary. Pres.
l'Jatterer officially accc'i:Jt6':: the offer on behalf of -';:,11e COD:;.'-erellce.

Hr. i~ensing then cor.tinued t;18 Lesolutions COlrl.'1:lttee l1Cixwb '·ith TIesolutions
2-6. Their subst:mce aDO. action is rC)coraed here as foilous;

j)2 - concerning our observence of tl18 1_COth anniversm~y of t~le Dook of Con­
cord and 450tll dn'liversa:cy 0; the [lU;;S1L::C"; G(~llieJsic"lo i.ioved, seconded
and carried.

!it3 - concerning than~:s for the sermons, o.evotions 8.ilcl essay. Carried.

t4 - concernL18 t'1a-lks to past cCl;".ittee chairwen and r'1'3lnOerS and prayer
for the comin3 yearls committees. Carried.

j;('5 - concerr~Y1g P:.;ace Cone;regatio'"',, prov:i.sion of the Sem:L.'1e.ry facilities.
C2.rried.

;;6 - concernin,:; Ulanlc8 to Pee.ce h<)leran C11l'rc}1 for its hos:,:,itabty and fel­
101CShip as ;W3t of the 1979 CLC convention. Carl"j-E'd.

The final TIe~)ort of t11e ComJi,itteo on Heeistra:i:,ions and ::Sxcuses Has given by
committee mGmber~ Hr. j;ichp.el Fische::,. It ~ras Tilovsd, seconded nne. carried to re­
ceive his report.

Concerninr;: the tj.ln-:: £.no. plO,ce 0;:' 'lSY.:t ~T8nr I s conventinl1 J

extende(~ by St. Ll1.Le 1 s :Cut'18ran ChU:':'C:l, Seattle, r Tashi':l[;ton.
notion accepted St. Lu:ce' s imr it2..tton.

2n invitation eras
The convention by

The Conference 1 s convention busi.:'1ess having been conc=--.lded, President Hat-
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terer closed the fi:i1al session "I'lith a devotion. T~le convention official~.~T con­
cluded at 8:03 p.m.

Respectfully sub~itted,

hev. Jan,~s 'T. I.Juecltke, Secretary

RESOLUTIOES JillOFTill BY T:.m 28th 10"FUAL COInlE1TTIOjT

TIesolution ~(l:

UHEREAS the tuition syste!11 for students of' our Seminary uas originall;,,- devised
as a savings program to benefit those uho Hould eventually accept calls
into the Holy :m.nistry from our member congregations; and

UHE;REAS the rates charged, both for full-thee and part-time students, have re­
mained virtuall:;- the same since the establishment of t'lis system j.n 1969;
and

U~1ZRE.AS current econornic conditions uC.1':,'ant an up-grading of these rates to re­
flect the effect of inflation 2nd more adequately to provide financial
assistance to nen pastol's trained in our seminary; but

lEG::REAS a large increC'se in tuition r~ttes at this t:L"le lTould Hork a special
hardship 111J011 oW' present s'i.,lldents, botll of uhom have forsaken advance­
ment in their secular leor!: fo::' the sake of their theolog~cal studies;

THEtlJi'.Ji'ORE BJ3 IT n.c:J:JJNI:D that, upon recorrlllendation of the COlll.l11ittee on Theolog­
ical Educatio::1, iiuition rates 03 increased beginni..'1g in the fall term,
1979, to Sjl00 per ser:ester for fllll-til<le students and (j16 per ser'ester
hour for part-time stc:dents; but

BE IT FURTH8~ RESOL\~J that, ~n order to ~void placing a financial burden upon
Ot~ present students, the Conference under1Jrite 50% of their tuition
as schol2-rsh:i.p 2-id, these moni8s to be taken from tho bQI8~'1ce of the
Conference General Fund and bo deposited in the Tuition Ftmd to the
benefit of the stt:dents' resp0ct~ve accounts.

Resolution 112
lITIEREAS the year of 1980 lrill be the hOOtil anniversary of t:10 Boole of Concord

and tile L50th anniversary of the Aw~sbu.rg Confession; and

1'JI-illREAS the treaSLlre \TO have in this Book of Concord is particu.l.aril:r uorthy of
special celebration in vie~T of uidespread departures fro~.: Scriptural
truth in Lutl1eranislily and

'~'rHEREAS all the congr'3zations of 01.1.1' CO," ::orence ha'To subscribed to these T~uth­

eran confessions because tiley lOre fL true eXl,osition of God I s ~':ord; and

UHEREJ.S the very name of our Conference, CQ)';CORDIA, bespeaks our lmity in God's
iTord and tl18 Book of Concord, its Latin name being "Concordia";

T::rr=~;:CFORE DE IT RESOLVID that t:le Concorc.ia Luthernn Conference :i.n t1,is conven-
I

tion asser:lbled e'lcourage all our congregations to observe these anni··
versaries in theil' O1m midst; and
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BE IT FU:.Tj~1 RESOLv=D that our Conference as such also observe them in connection
uith its 29th annual convention; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOJ"VED that the Board of Directors be authorized to use a maxi­
mum of $500 from our General Fund to plan and provide for such fitti-ng
celebration on the part of OtT Conference.

Resolution #3:
!:m::mEAS: the sermon delivercC: by our president, the Rev. H. David Hensing, at

the opening service of this convention, as Hell as t:1at delivered in
the Sunday d:.vine service b~r Pastor P. R. Bloedel, 1.Tere found to be
especiall:>' edif;yring to the delegates, guests and visitors in attendance;
and

W}~AS the celegates and guests at this convention received also special en­
couragement and strength from the various devotions conducted by our
pastors during sessions; and

HHEREAS TTe Here particularily edified by the essay presented during this con­
vention;

THETIEFGRE Br; IT :~'~SOLVED that tile convention especially tllanI: Pastors IIensing and
Bloedel :lor t'leir edifying messages, and Pastor Eatterer also for his
thoroubh and time}.;" essay, and tllat ue e:zjJress our gratitude also to the
other pastors for the special devotions conducted by them at this con­
vention.

Hesolution inJ.:

1THEREAS t:le officers, standing com.rnittees, and appointed committees have served
Ol~ beloved Conference faithfully during the past fiscal year under the
continued blessin:;; of the Lord of the Churci;

THEPLEFORE Be IT ~c~SOJ}T[]) that ne express our sincere gratitude for all that these
brethren have rrrouent j_l1 t:ieir dedicated Christinn service to our Con­
ference during tile past year of S;race; all-d

BE IT FURTiiER RIjSO!-IIT:JJ tilat ,re can upon the Eoly Spirit to grant a rich l,leasure
of His grace to those brethren ullo have been elected to positions of
leadershj.p in Ollr midst for tile coming fis cal:rear, so that all they
thinE:, say tL'ld do ma~r be in accordance tiith GenIs Holy TTorcl, to His glory
alone, and fo::c tl1e continued prosperity of His kingdom among us.

Resolution /,'-5:
l.-JllliE;:;AS our Conference Seminary has c011tinued to enjoy the use of tile physical

facilities of Peace Ev. Lutherall Church, Tinley Parle, Illinois, for the
last ten years of its operation; 2nd

"rnER3AS Peace Congregation has continued to prOVlue these quarters for a token
l'laintenance cost of t, 100 per 3'·ear, thus aiding the Conference in keeping
at a lilin~.mum its expenses for the physical plant of its seminary program;

Tf{iJmFOBj~ BE IT R:SSOLVED that He e:~press our gratitude in the Lord to Peace Ev.
J"utheran Church for its cO:'1tinued brotherl;, cooperation, generosity and
sacrifice i::1 its promotion of this most necessary Hor!: anlong us.

Resolution 1'/6 ~

UmREAS the Concordia Lutheran Conference has this ',rear been especiall:r blessed by
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the Lord of the Church ~rith a most cooperative, Hell-balanced, joy-ful
2nd fruitful convention, :Lor ':Thic:l all c;}o:cy and praise is duo to Him
alone,; and

l[::8RKIiS Peace Ev. Ld,heran Church of Tinley Far~:, Illinois, has shmm j.tself
to be a most ;,yacious host to t:lis 20th Anxlual Convention by Gxtelld:"cng
Christian hospitalit2r to delegates and Guests in its chtl.!'ch building
and in the homes of its members, and

HHEREi\S ':re Here privileged to enjo': not only nou:6s11lnent .nor our bodies through
the dedicated service by the l'J.dies of the cone;re~ation, but received
also in rich abUlldance nourishnent for our sOl,ls ill the Drt'lad of J__ife,
God's ;::>reciom, ]Tord ano SaCr8!ilent; and

"lTHCREAS OtT Horship of the I,ord and Ilead of His Chure:1 in t:lA various clS'Totions
and diviEe services Fas enhanced bv special organ and choral iill'sic ·::'0
His glory;

T~·lh-qEFORE BE IT RESOLViill that the Concordia Lutheran Conference express its hoarty
thanIcs to the pastor, assistant pastor and r"embers of Peace C0n".1';~atio:-1

for t~18ir most Li_beral hospitality 2::.~d Christian fOlJ01Whip Ulrich cop··
tribl.1ted in large measure to tile success of this Y"eetinc., to f)"~:' c=):~ritu.o.l

edification, end to our physical confort) and

BE IT FUP,Th'ER RS'L'T.1) l';L_l' t1.e Conference especially thank llr. Stephen BJoec101
and drs. H. David Hensing, uho assisted hin, for serving as orgc.njs-G:J
for this convei.ltion, and l;}'. H. DanieJ. Hensing anc~ the cho::;'r 0::: Poaco
Congregation, as trell as t;lose brethren nha j oined "[lith it onS1lYld;o,;;
morning, for the choral offerin[;s uhich added both l)Aaut;y and fJ~)ij'iiJl)3.l

edification to tho divine service, as also to the Sunday 2il1l'e::' hou:.'; flnd

:Sf, IT FURTIC-:' Il;;SOLVJ<:J:) the.t Fe express special Gratitude to tl~ose n,e:mbors o~ t:,8
110st con[;rezation uho opened tlleir homes so G;el".erously to th'? delc;.:'8.tes
and guests 0:" this convention, as uell as to t:-,c J.adies of 'cLe oOYlCl.''::::;C,'­

tion uilo so untiringly Gave of their talents and th,le in the F'e~;-;r2.J:ion

of attractive ai,u nourishing meals througholri:, tile convention; t=:.nd

BE IT FURTIT:R RESUTYF;JJ tho:c,.. above all others, He praise imd maE';!1:Lfy t~18 r,or~ of
t:le CllUl'Cll, our gro.cious Savior,~or t'le bountiful blessings rIe has be­
sto':Jed upon uS J E:TIO. that ~!e e:qress our thanI~sg:l.vj.ng es:::ecial1:,~ by
pledging; ou).' continued faithfulness to HiT:' 2nd to His pre8iol'o H orc. :_D
the :;Tears to come, so that, b:/ 3i2 abidin 0 ; fra00, 1Te remnir, His denr
ci:1ilcJ.ren Pl'D. heirs and fil:al17 receive .,: 18 C:C01:n of 1:;,fe laid "':J Io:t us
in heave!1 Fh:5.oh fadeth not array.
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