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SERIQI TREACHED AT TIE OFTIIG SEIVICE

by the Reve H. David ilensing, President
Tinley Park, Illinois
Ephesians l:1-6
Dear Brethren in Christ our Savior and His Word:

In his Second Epistle to Timothy the Apostle Paul writes: "God hath saved us,
and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to
His owm purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,®
Behold, what a high and holy calling we have as Christians! TFor we are saved,
rescued from the guilt and dominion of our sins, from the claim and »ower of the
devil, from death and hell, And we are the called, called out of the darkness of
sin, ignorance, and unbelief into the marvelous light of God!s heavenly salvation.
Therefore the Holy Scriptures designate us and all who truly believe in Jesus
Christ as their Tord and Savior as the ekklesia, the Greek word for church, which
uword means literally "those called out.'"

And all this is not due to our om works, to our merit and credit, but due alone
to God's eternal purpose and grace in Christ Jesus end therefore to His glory alone.
"For God hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to His owm purpcse and grace, which wa given us in Christ
Jesus before the world bevan "

This brief passage, horever, is but a summary of the detailed description of
our high calling given in the Ipistle to the Ephesians, especially the first three
chapters. Ue cannot of course exhaustively treat these chapters here end now., Iet
us rather individually and carefully reed and study them. But let us here note their
high-lights, so that we will then also rightly understand the text before us and, in
fact, the whole second part of the Ipistle, which begins with chapter L., Here our
Lord and God deigns to call us by such high and holy names as "the faithful in Christ
Jesus," the "predestma‘bed " "having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His vill, to the praise
of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the beloved," "In
vhom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace," He says that, thouah e "were dead in trespassss and s1ns,"

"God hath raised us up together, and rade us sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus." He assures us therefore that we “are no more strangsrs and foreigners,
but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God," "an holy temple
in the Tord," "built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
Himself belnf the chief cornerstone." Yes, he Ulamly calls us "the church, which
is His body," "the whole family in heaven and earth," since those who have gone be=
fore are already in the church triumphant, while we are still in the church mili-
tant here below.  This, then, is God's description of His church. Tt is the holy
Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the Una Sancta, that is ; the one holy,-
saving church. It is indeed all the true believers , the faithful in C hrist Jesus,
already perfectly united in one body, one family of God, by the Holy Spirit through
the Tlord of God, Oh, what a high and holy calling re all have as Christians!

But will we now, in view of this, live in our visible relaticachips with the
Lord and with one another worthy of the vqeation vherewith we have tcen called?

This is the echal a8 S+ Fant £ £ shole i
1018 18 Uine uuu..l.-ll.eﬂcc of our text ant, in iacv, O0i Tae uno.Le secon’i E\n;—k of the

Epistle to the Ephesians. In our text the Lord of the Church beginc his discussion

of our whole Christian life in relation to our high and holy calling with the very
first admonition:
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Zeep the Unity of the Spirit!

In the study of this text, let us observe:

7. That this unity really is, and
II. How we arc zealously to Lkeep it.

I.
Let us then first see what that unity really is which we Christians are ex-
horted and besought to keep.

tle all Imow, dear Drethren; that the words of our text are often quoted as a
supposed proof that all Christians and their churches should join together into
one great external uniomn, regardless of, and in fact simply ignoring, any differences
that exist in theig‘oc%%éﬁ; and c¢onfession, The pastors of the variocus churches,
they say, should exchange pulpits with each other; and all the people, no matter
what they believe, should work together in such things as union services, radio
broadcasting, mission work, and the like. And if some are unwilling to take part
in such merely outward unions, they are branded as enemies of Christian unity and
are told: "Have you never read or heard the words of the Apostle Paul: !'Tndeavor to
keep unityt?"

When we are challenged thus; and surely all or almost all of us have at some
time been approached in this way; let us not jump to hasty conclusions, but let us
rather carefully and honestly consider what the Apostle here teaches.

Iet us ask ourselves first of all: Do these words tell us to establish any Iind
of union, or even unity? Do they tell us to go after and get something that is not
already there? Certainly not. They tell us only to keep the unity which we as
Christians already have.

And vwhat is that unity? Is it only some Iiind of outward union of those who
teach, believe, and confess different and conflicting things? Why of course not.
Tor consider what the Apostle tells us in our text. He says: "I therefore, the pris-
oner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye have
been called, ,.,.Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit, ... one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your callings; One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all." Wobe first the word "therefore." TFor this refers back to the first three chap-
ters, in which we have just been apprised of our vocation, our high and holy calling
in Christ Jesus, not half or a part of Christ Jesus, as though we may acknowledge
Him as Savior but ignore what He teaches., Ue have becn called to be "the faithful in
Christ Jesus," and so to be members of "the whole family in heaven and earth," the
one holy Christian Church, the one body, in which God Himself has graciously estab-
lished perfect unity in Christ and His Word; even as Paul writes also to the Corin-
thians: "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our ILord Jesus Christ, that ye
all speak the same thing, and that there be nc divisions among you, but that ye be

perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. ,..Is Christ
divided?" (I Cor. 1:10,13)

Furthermore, the Apostle calls this perfect unity "the unity of the Spirit."
The unity of which he speaks is therefore not some kind of outward arrangement thab
we ourselves are to, or even can devise, not something that we human beings could
even produce if we wanted to, bulb the inner,unity of heart, wmind, and soul brought
about alene by the Holy Spirit of God through the Word of Christ. This is the unity
that really did exist in the first Christian congregation at Jerusalem, of which we
read in Acts 4:32: "And the nultitude of them thait believed were of one heart and of
one soul."
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Such true ity is therefore, in a word, unity of faith, as the Apostle further
points out, saying: "There is one body, and one Spirit, even as e are called in one
hope of your calling: One Tord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,
rho is above all, and through 211, and in you 211.% The true unity of Christians is
then nothing else than this, that they all believe in and confess one Lord, namely,
the only true God revealed in Holy Scripture, the Triune Ged, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost; that they are brought into fellowship with this Lord not only by the Word but
also by one baptism as it was instituted by the Lord Jesus; that they are all the
children of onc heavenly Father by faith in His dear Son, the only Savior of mankindj
and that they all rest their faith alone upon Fis Word of Truth.

Oh verily, how wonderful is that true unity of Christians and the Christian
Church! Tlould to God that all Christians had kept this unity perfect and wnmarred,
as the Apostle here urges all to do! Indeed, it is truc that when people subjective-
1y or personally believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, whether their
faith be strong or weak, and even in erring denominations, where the Gospel is not
entirely lost, children of God are born, are menbers of the holy Christian Church and
heirs of salvation, But that is not the Apostle's point here in our text. It is the
fact that the ground, substance, and truth on which saving faith is founded are always
one and only one., Therefore those who deviate from the uvnifying Word of the Spirit
in any way damage and destroy the perfect unity of the Spirit. And it often happens
that those who persist in doing this at length lose their justifying faith and depart
from the holy Christian Church itself, Surely then, vhen evternal unicns are brought
about under such conditions, these can be nothing but fale unions, like a sepulchre
that is beautifnl without but inwardly full of dead bones, zn outward appearance
that is different from the real thing within. Against all such merely e:rternal un-
ions the Yord of God very precisely and earnestly warns us, as we shall observe in
detail through our study of the Convention LEssay.

TT.

Ulhat the Apostle, in our text, beseeches and urges us vo do with the unity of
the Spirit we have as Christians is that we "endeavor to keep” it, That is, even
more precisely from the original language, "that we be diligent and exert ourselves
to guard it and preserve it." DBut heor is this to be accomplished?

Should we as nernbers of the church simply arrance for matters of doctrine and
practice to be governed, as some sugrest, by a leadingz official, by the pronounce=
ments of a synod or conference, or ever by just the pastors in our nidst? Shall such
decide for us vhat is right and uvrong an¢ then compel us to abide by their decision?
By no neans, dear Brethren; for such an arrangement, while producing to scme extent
a kind of outward, orpanizational union, actually cestroys the true unity of the
Spirit, the inner oneness of rfaith that is based alone on the Uord of God, and not
the word of men.,

"lell, should ue then simply tolerate, ignore, and Ireep silent about departures
from the true faith, doctrine, and confession that arise within the church, prefer~
ring just to give in to them to keep peace? Indeed not, my brethren; for then we
would be nothing but moral corards, afraid for our om salies to defend our Savior
and His "ord of Truth, which he in many passages of Scripture commands us to do,
saying for example, "T7e should esarnestly contend for the faith wvhich was once de-
livered unto the saints.” (Jude 3)

But hov then cen and should ve Christians be diligent and exert ourselves to
keep, to maintain, to guard and preserve the unity of the Snirit among us? The
Apostle indeced answers: "Endeavor to Lecp the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace," And he dmmediately explains this as he says first of alls "Jith all lowli-
ness and meekness; -~ one Lord, one faith.” TUe Christians then are to be lowly and
neck, first of all, in relationship to our Lord. Ve are not tc make ourselves lords,
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as when one says: T want this; and another scws, I want that. Dut re are Lo recog-
nize that Christ is our only Lord and lLaster, and that s Word -- not what we think
it says or would like it to say, -~ but His Word, being the objective Truth, is our
one and only aubhority, If we then all together, in such lowliness and meekness;
submit to His Word in doctrine and practice, how can we have anything but peace,
peace with Ged and peace with one another? How could we then possibly disturb or

destroy the unity of the Spirit?

But furthermcre, this virtue of loutrliness and meelmess is to be practiced by us
Christians also in relationship with one another. Therefore the Apostle yet adds:
"MJith longsuffering forbearing one another in love." The phrase "in love' makes it
clear that our longsuffering and forbearing does not exclude but rather includes re-
buking a brother for sinj God'!s Word expressly instructs us: "Thou shalt not hate
thy brother in thine heart; thou shalt in any vixe rebuke thy neighbor, and not suf=
fer sin upon him. ...Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." (Iev. 19:17-18) But
also such rebuke is to be done with "lowliness and meekness," "considering thysclf,
lest thou also be tempted.” (Gal. &:1) “Love is also to be the gulding factor in ad-
Judicating matters of Christian liberty, as the fipostle writes to the Galatians,
"Only use not liberty as an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another,"
(Gal. 5:13) And besides, we are also lovingly and with longsuffering to forbear one
another as to all the purely personal failings and peculiarities that manifest them=-
selves in our various perscnalities as the result of our sin-spoiled human nature,
A1l of you, and I too, have many such vexations piling upon us, and we rust lovingly,
patiently, and with a longsuffering frame of mind bear up under their lcad. TFor by
picking, fussing, and quarreling about just such things even, many Christians have
already forfeited the real and only thing that counts, namely the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace, -~ one faith.

Therefore, my beloved Drethren, if you would, according to this admonition of
the Apostle, earnestly endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peaces
then learn more and more, [Tirst of all, in lovliness and meekness, to acknowledge
Christ as you. Tord and llaster in Christian doctrine and practice! And in all those
other, lesser things, learn more and nore from your dear Savior, who richly and daily
forgives you many grievous sins, who is "longsuffering and abundant in goodness and
truth,” (Ex. 34:6-7) to forgive and forbear one another in love. Thus and thus alone
will you be able, by the grace of (God, to keep that preciocus treasure of your Chris-
tian and heavenly calling, the unibty of the Spirit, for Jesus' sake. Amen.

Lord Jesus help, Thy Church uphold,

For ve are sluggish, thoughtless, cold.

Oh, prosper well Thy 'ord of grace

And spread its truth in ev'ry place!"™ Amen,
TLH 7292 v.3)
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SERICU FRZACHED AT THE SUIDAY SERVICE

by the Rev., James U, Luedtke
Wilmot, South Dakota

Psaln 133:1

In the name of Jesus Christ, vho alone enables us to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace, beloved fellow members of the Concordia Iutheran Conference:

Cne of the most important influences in history for the cause of true unity uas
the confession of the Tvangelical Lutheran Church kmoim as the Tormula of Concord,
This confession came at a time following the death of ilartin Tuther when the Luther-
an Church was racked vith such troublesome divisions that 1t almost looked as though
the wrork of the great Reformer was all for nothing. Cne of the most outstanding
names connected with the writing of this wonderful confession is the name of Jakob
Andreae. Allhough you may never have heard of this man and may soon forget his name,
yet T speak of him this morning to give to you an example from history to shewu that
there have always been those vho are vitally concerned -7ith the true unity of the
church, and are willing to go to great lengths so that unity can be achieved and
maintained.,

In his hard efforts to help solve the problems of unity, Jakob Andreae met with
much oppositicn., ot only did he have to put up with the ridicule of the Catholic
theologians who pointed their finger at the ILutherans and said that there were not
even ten among them who vere united in their confession, but he had to put up with
the opposition of his oatm Lutheran brethren as well. Of the two major factions
anong the Lutherans, it seemed that no one would zccept the sincere, heartfell efforts
of Andreae to reunite them on the basis of God's pure Uord. He was accused of
seelting self-glory and of compromising God's Word, Concerning his attackers he wrote,

"From both groups I put up with no Iittle insulting, mockery, and ridicule, which T
have borne until nouw with patience, by God's grace." (Andreae and tie Forrmla of Con=-
cord, by Robt. Kolb, p. 63) - -

ewry what were the simple Christians of that day to think? lfany of them could
not even read or write-~hoir vere they to judge the opposing doctrinal issues of the
learned theologilans? It is no doubt that the disunity was a terrible offense to
their faith, To help then understand and to further the cause of unity, Andreae
urote six sermons for the laymen showin~ them the issues involved and teaching then
hotr to judse the truth from their Catechism. These six sernons so clearly set forth
the heert of the issues and so plainly resolved them on the basis of God's ord that
they vere used as a fundemental basis for that important confession itself, the
Torruia of Concord, llhen the confession finally appeared, it was distributed among
all the Iutherans for approval, Tt was so widely received and so warmly accepted by
true Iutherans everywhere that peace and harmony were again restored. Iuch of the
credit goes to the diligent, faithful efforts of Jakob Andreae., The pure Gospel
that had been brought to light by lartin Iuther was again enjoyed and the truth of
our text fer this morning was experienced by the Tmtheran churches, as the Psalmist

describes it, "Behold hour good and howr pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
in uwnity!"

The importance of real unity, as Andrese fully realized, has not changed from
the time of the Formula of Concord until now. In order to survive, we need it today
Just as ruch as they did., In order, then, that we truly desire Ciaristian unity,

v

Let Us Accept the Psalmist's Invitation t

Among Brethren,
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Te want to see it so that re:
I. Understand it,

II, Have 1it,

17T, Xeep 1, and

TV. Share it wvith others.

1.
Tn a recent religious newspaper, the headlines read, '">rotestants, Catholics T'ind
Unity In the Spirit at Charismatic Rally." The article went on to speak about the
wnity that 55,000 participants enjoyed at a rally in llev Jersey called "Jesus !78."
A person may be tempted to become rather envious that 55,000 people can achieve such
ar apparently wonderful unity so spontaneously vhen ve of the CIC have found that
over the years, having, keeping, and spreading true unity is such a difficult task.
The answver to this is simply that the unity they shared at their Charismatic rally
and the unity among brethren that ve have, that the Bible speaks of, and the the
rsalmist David invites us to lock al,; are two entirely differ

s

ent things,
TThat ever the unity was that the people of the "Jesus !78" rally experienced,

it vas not unity in the teachings of the Bible., Thalt is evident frem the headline

itself vhich spealrs of both Catholic 2nd Protestant participants. The basic issues

that originally divided ILutheran Protestants from the Catholic Church and from

other Protestants are still vnresolved today and still stand between us and them as

a barrier to true unity. o, if we vent to see the goodness and pleasantness of

ity that David praises in our text, we have to look vhere God shows this unity to

us, we have tc look into the Bible itself., OCnly there will we find the understanding

of unity that He wants us to have because, as we have always confessed and taught,

the Bible is nothing else than Geod's lord, IHis revelation to men.

There is a story in the Bible thaot zives us a Ler to a better understanding of
unity. On cne occasion a certain man came to Jesus uith a question. ~In ansvering
this wman, Jesus said, among other things, "There is none good but one, that is, God."
(iatt, 19:17) Trom this it is clear that since God alone is absolutely good, all
goodness must flow from God=-and that includes the goodness and pleasantness of unity
among brethren,

The Tather, Son and Holy Ghost are perfectly united vitih one another. Although
this night seem quite obvious, just think aboub it for a minute. God the Father, be-
fore the world was created, devised tihe nerfect plan of salvation Tor all men,
through faith in Christ Jesus as the Savior from sin. Jesus, the Son of God, when
He first saw God!s plan, didn't begin arguing with His Father, "Just a minute here--
why should I be the one vho has to die for the sins of the 1rorld? Vhy dontt you do
it yourself or let the Holy Chost do it." WMo, He gladly and willingly, in perfect
unity with His Father, took upon Himself the sins of the world and suffered and died
for us. And the Holy Ghost continuves actively yet silently bo work faith within
the hearts of men, faith in Christ Jesus, lle doesn't complain, "y don't I get a
more important job, one that people 1ill notice more?™

So In God, you see, wre have the ildeal model of ©the goodness and pleasantness
of unity, actvally the very Source of unity itself. Then we look, tiaen, into the
Hord of God, we shouldn't expect to find anything else but an identiccl goodness and
unity. The Bible itself is united in all its parts: its cne unifying theme is Jesus
Christ. Tven to suspect error or contradiction in the Bible is either to deny thet
it 1s God's 'ford or to imply that Cod, its Author, is not nerfectly good. Because
God has given us Christians I[lis very Jord, we are novw nerfectly equipped through its
pure beachings to see and understand true God-pleasing unity.

Just as St, Paul wrote to his dear youns companion, Timothv, he could have also
uritten to many of us, "TFrom a child thou hast knouw the Holy Seripturss, thich are
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2ble to male thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 411
Scrivture is given by inspiration of Zod and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God mey be perfect
(ano thot nevns according to the original Greel, "cormplete, fully equipped, whole")

5

"DLIOI‘OU{)H_LU' furnished unto all gOOCl 11orks L

So then, each and every Clhristian has in his Dibl Ley all the equipment he needs
Tor real unity. DBecause he sees the unity that exists in God Himself ancd sees the
unity Ged has placed in Iis Word, he is able to understand that true unity” is and he
is moved to desire that unity from the invitation of tne Psalmist, "Behold, Thowr good
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!"

17T,

But for somecne to see and undersband the Bible's picture of unity is scnething
fer different thar for him actually to have that unity with all its goodness. The
leaders of the Charismatic rally "Jesus 778" are no doubt intellectually gifted.
They probably have greater gifts intellectually than you or I, If we were to sit
dotm and C]_LSCLLS_; unity with them, they could no doubt see and understand the unity
presented in the Scriptures., They may even admit that true unity in the teachings
of the Bible 1s desirable. Bubt that does not mean that they would automatically
have it, That does not mean that they would take to heart and make their very oum
all thet the Bible teaches about unity., They probably would feel that other, more
important factors ought to shape our thinlking on unity.

ilowr in order for us Christians of the CIC to have the goodness and pleasantness
of unity among one another as brethren, of course we first have to see it and uwnder-
stand 1% clearly as it is presented in God!s 'Jord. Dut actually to have it for our
o 1s another thing entirely. It will not do for us to carry our Dibles under our
arms anc simply ask cne another, "Do you believe the Bible?" as though just saying
so would be all that is necessary. To be truly united as brethren, we have To do
what most Christians consider to be too much bother, ve have to open our Bibles and
talke out the wealth of pure unity the Tord has placed into it.

tle ought to be thankful that many concerned Lutherans have helped us do this in
the past by diligently studying God's Uord and uriting dom their findings in wvhat
we call cur Lutheran Confessions, 4nd, so that we are not simply to accept blindiy
uhat they have written, ve ought to be thaniful that our pastors have alrays done
their best thoroughly to insbtruct all members of our churches so that they are able
to judge Tor themselves that vhat they believe is truly Ged's "lord, Therefore, seeing
and understanding that Godls ”ord ies our perfect Source of unity, both pastor and
layman ought to value the prouise and encouravement of their Lord Jesus who said,
"If ye continue in Iy Jord, then are ye liy diseiples indeed," --yes, value true unity
in Gedls “Jord so highly 'L'lat they malke sure that they reall‘f have it at all times,

tle must not think that vhen we insist upon a wnity that is based solidly upon
the wnity which God has nlaced in His Word, that we will be lifeless or inactive
Caristians., Perhaps thicre is no better example of the life-giving pouver of Ged's
Uord to create an active and joyful uvnity than the example of the first Christians in
Jerusalem, Their unity was so strong that they did things none of us would probably
ever consider seriously. Iisten to the Bible's discription: "And the multitude of
them that believed vere of one heart end of one soculs neither said any of them that
ought of the things which he possessed vas his owmj but they had all things common,"
(Acts L:32) They had for their very ovmn a wonderful wnity because they saw and under-
stood "how good and how pleasant it 1s for brethren to dwell together in unitv!"

‘

T

Jdla
But scmecne might think, "It all sounds fine, but T personally think that a lot
of other grouuss of Christians seen to have a lot more joyful and pleasant unity then
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we of the CIC have.," If we could read the hearts of eacl member of our Conference,

I wonder just vhat tre would find, Dut no matter vhat it wovld be, just the thought
of this ought to shor us that we not only have to see, understand and have true unity,
but ve have to work hard to maintain and Leep 1t if ve want to experience the rrood-—
ness and Y)_Li,doa‘flbne‘)\) or Ied..L U._’l_LT;y'—~bﬂe Joylu.x., bDUIl'bd.neU b, euerﬁeblc attitude bﬂ
malies us realize what a blessing of God unity really is--unity In teaching, work,
vorship, and 1life, all based upon Gedts Uord,

Cne of the primary threats to this blessing is indifference, the "big deal" "I
don't care" attitude., It shoirs itself among laymen in their atbitude torrard God's
Vord, toward their fellow Christians, touvard the vork that must be done in the church,
toward the financial support of God!s Kingdom., It shows itself among pastors vhen
they do not do their work as carefully end dilipgently as thev chould, then ther mix
up their priorities, when they find their work loathsome., The Bible uses the term

"lukevarm® to describe indifference, It gives a kind of deadness to everything. It
makes us vant to shirk our responsibilities and to get by with doing as little as
possible, thinking thoat what ve're supnosed to do isn!t really worthiriile, or it
protably won't work oubt right or be noticed or appreciated anyway. Isn't that atti-
tude of indifference bound to affect our unity? Isn't it bound to make somcone look
uith amusement and disbelief at ths Psalmist, vho practically jumps for joy as he in-
vites, "Behold, hor gocd and how pleasant it is for brethren to duell tbogether in
unitylf

And, vhen we Imow that God's 'lord must alvays be the basis of true unity, then
ve will also readily see that by requiring either more or less then the Dible requires
7111 threaten the unity vhich we have, The American Iutheran Church, for example,

requires for vnity only an arreement on the basic teachings of the Bible, Dif-
ferences in less important doctrines; it believes, should not keep us apert. So that
church body requires less than Codl's Tord requires for unity. It is saying in effect
hat all of Ged!s ord is nob important to have in its truth and purity and that
therefore it is not necessary, as St, Paul teaches us, to marlk and avoid those who
teach contrary tec certain dectrines of Scrinture, (Rom. 16:17)

Cn the other hand, unity is threatened where vre require more than the Lible
requires. Tlhere God!s "lord is silent, Christians have Lliberty and the Apostle
admonishes us, "Stand fast in the liberty vherewith Christ hath made us free.” (Gal.
5:1) Tvery pastor ought to be able aluvays to open his Bible and shorr his people in
everything, "Thus saith the Lord," otheririse he dere not bind their conscilences, And
the people mvst Imowr that everybhing they believe and do is solidly based upon the
same authority of God. If these things are not follored, unity is impaired and the
goodness and pleasantness that resulls from unity is spoiled

Still another major threat to truve unity is the thought that unity is inherent
with a narticular group of Christians or ever uith an individual person. This is an
error tnat the immigrants from Cermeny, who Jater made up the ilissouri Syncd, had to
learn about the hard way. They cane to America to find religicus freedom. They
looked up to their leader, lartin Stephen, irith such admiration that they began to
hinkk that apart from nlu.tie church did not exist. Then they found that they had
been disillusioned, that Stephen was a fraud and had to be deposed, they vere at the
brinl: of despair, The UAltV that they had trusted in under Stephen's leadership had
erunbled. lany of them vere recady to pull up stalies in humiliation and to return to
the established church in Germany. Then a young pastor from their midst, C. =, ¥,
Jalther, later to be the lst president of the :Hdssouri Synod, showed then that the
Caurc1 is not dependent upon any perscn, like sertin Stephon; or any outward group;
ke the established church in Germany, but the Church, being made up of believers,
exists vherever the Yord of Cod is i1 use

LcrC (538154 el oOoU L . L2100 Vil

based solely on the "ord of God,

And so the true uwnity of the church is

Therefore, brethren, if e vart to maintain true uniby with all its coodness
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and pleasantness, then we camnot bulld our faith or our foundation for unity upon
the CIC; because beinz made up of sinful people like you and me, it is fallible and

it can err., Tlon't ve then as sincere and concerned Christians, take the true, genu-
ine wrvty‘anCh God has placed into Iis Tlord, not adding to it or subtracting from it,
not thinking, "its not that important to me,”—-take that wonderful unity and work
hard = galn8u all obstacles to maintain it and malie it close to our hearts® Then e
can really rejoice in a unity which e continvally share writh one another, under-
gtending "hou good and houw pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unityi"

v,

Tut do you realize thet if e wounld, as the Psaluist invites us, see the gocd-
uess and pleasantness of unity ameny brethren so that we would inderstand it well,
heve it and work hard to naintain anc keep it taroughout the years, still our respon-
sLbilitJ mould not be Tinished? Tle have deflnlte responsibility also to spread our
unity and to share its goodness and pleasantness Ultn others. Actuwally, if ve are
really meintaining 1m1+v among ourselves as brethren in the CIC, then e -tontt be

18734 =N

ble to stop ourselveo frem endeavoring to share it with others.

s

n Commltbee Tocuses cn this par

- -~
idssi rT
at we 1 n't have rdssions in far away co

fia SARES Y

of our wer!” for
mbries. Tut if the
at constantly
“ﬂ““ﬂl es fo opportunitie s——then none of our ldssion Conmittee m noeru, none of our
o laymen, 1will spare their prayers, tlme, efforts or money to do vhat can
right now and prepare to Jdo whet can be done in the future. Tle ought to
share unity uith others now, just as ve want to share it with them perfectly

in heavern sore day., Jesus points the way when Te says, "I lay dom

a Conference, our
miv7. It's no secret tha

n
~~3t of willingness ie present in our Conference~-the sp1r1t’

"y 1life for the
sncep.  fnd other sheep I have Thlcﬂ are not of this fold: them also I must bring,

) r 1y voice; and there shall be one fold, and one Shepherd.” (John
16} Sccking this unity, let us now do our part faithfully to make disciples
sus through our iilssion Committes, Seminary and personal mission work, teaching
o observe all the things tthich He has cormended.

© 1
they shall hea

not forget our CIU. Its job is to find other I
Fod=-pleasins vnions with vhem, Since ovr Conference left il i
ue early 'SO'S, that church body and most other Lutheran ho‘ ies are no
-
+

erested in Scriotural wnivy. They crefer the nmore glorious Leumenical

5L

vhich tends touard one larzce outrrard organization ”ltn.OUD”a“d unity at the
T Zoner purity. Thereforc we have to scel onportunities for unici. ond

ke iy, even when tnese seem slin, even when nuch tire and cffort and expense
cre loveolved, Tle have to endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit also regarding
other Tutherans and be willing te discuss and iron out our differcnces in doctrine,
requiring no more and expecting no lass than God's Uord requires,

Zrevireny; I hope that from our convention this year with its theme, "ieep the
Lty of the Spiriti® from our essays and from our scrmons and united worship, e
o been rearrakened, revitalized concerning the importance of vnity. Let's gec home
1 this convention and do our best to remain concerned, do our best to spread
5 and concern among our fellow Chiristians. Let's arousc discussion in our
cuers!? teetings, seeking information from ocur pastors about the progression of our
fork together and also then sharing cur concern and interest for unity by our con-
sation and example at home. Iet us, as the frpostle urzed the Philipnians, "Stand
» in one spirit, vith one mind striving together for the faith of the Gospel.”
i1, 1:27) And if you ever grou tired of it all, and begin feeling that true unity
oo much bother Lo have, Leep, and share, then open your Bible and, looliing at the
tation of the Psalmist and at all the Seriptures teach, be renewved aﬂd refreshed
Four bdlrlt for, "“ehon how good and hor pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
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Praise to the Lord, who ofer all tivngs so vondrcusly reigneth,

TTho, as on uings of an eagle, uplifteth, sustaineths

Hast thou not seen IHou thy desires all have been Granted in what
He ordaineth? (TLI 39 v. 2)

e indeed feel compelled to berin our annual Presidential Report with these
lines of praise to our Lord and God. By the Savior's umerited grace, our Conference
has experienced another year of blessing, during which the lieans of Grace, God's true
Uord and the Holy Sacraments according to their institution by Christ have continued
to be with us as our all-sufficient stay and comfort, the sure defense against all
our enemies of body and souls Thus to praise our God, we need not consider what
great strides ahead we have made durinz the past year; for we have made none in great
measure, although we have made sore progress in our work. But especially vhen we
keep in sight the gcodless and irmoral world in which we live and worl today, and
when we survey the state of the church in other church bodies around about us and
then take note of how vondrously the Lord, Savior and Head of tie Church has sustained
us in His work, in the true unity of the Splrit, for another year of prace, our
hearts must overflou with still ther nraise, saying and singing:

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend three,

Tho fram the heavens the streams of !Mis nmercy doth send thee.

Pender anew That the Almighty can do, “Tho with [is love doth be~
friend thee, (TLH {39 v.l)

Ve 2lso take this opportunity to thark the other officers and all the brethren
for their faithful support of our work, and especially the Vice President for his

craT v

s [ B - ) -
Ve Lueu ilt:_LlJ arliL COUJJ.Cje:‘L-

Cn the obher hand, we take comfort in the Savior's grace for all our o fail-
FaXaXd

ings and inefficiencies.

Iy dear Drethren in Christ and His Viord, may e all praise the Lord God, hei-
ever, not only with lips and voices but also writh our hearts and hands and itk all
the powers graciously granted us, as we nou cheerfully turn to the worlr of the Lerd
before us at this present convention.

The motto of this present convention, taken directly from Scripture, is, "Keepn
the wnity of the Spirit!™ (Eph, L:3) Your Presidium, after brotherly suggestion and
consultation, chose this as a timely subject for ocur day and time, It has planned
to present this subject both from the positive and negative side, as does the Holy
Seripture itcelf. The former is to be emphasized by the president's ovening sermon
and by the Sunday sermon: while the latter is to be emphasized by the convention
essay, which will be presented in two parts.

The business i1l be laid before us by reports and recormendations of the vari-
ous standing committees, the floor committees, the Board of Directcrs, a remorial
(unprinted in the Irospectus because it arrived too late to be included; but provided
in separate form nevertheless), and possibly directly from the floor. Iet me here
call your particular attention to several matters regarding vvhich some special com-
ment should be helpful both in recognizing progress made and in guiding further
decision and disposition.

2]

The Committee on Imtheran Union repeort will surely show that our labors toward
finding others in the unity of the Spirit are not in vain in the ILord, that some real
progress has been made in several directions, and that ve need to continue our ef-
forts with zeal, but also uith caution that our vork stay Scripburally founded. Tn
ecrnection with this commititee report and its recormendations, we way well deem 1t
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also to consider the (unprinted) memorial regarding the COIC, that is, the
the Tutheran Confession.

The Cormittee on iissions, at vhis convention, will include & request for fin-
ancial gsudsidy. This request is alsoc progress. Tt has been made possible by the
S

Lordts blessing upon our Seminary, which on June 11 graduated its second student, ncw
Condida*o of the Reverend lfinistry Randall D, Styx, to whom our congregzation in Co g
“;stsxde), Oregon, Trinity Tutheran Church; has sent a Divine call, This re-

13 no doubt also overlap into the swohere of the Finance Committee, :&y e
matter of our Lord!s harvest field our most heartfelt consideration!

~

Regording the Committee on Theological Iducation, one problem manifests itself

comsinualdly in a very prominent manner -- the need for more zoung men who, belng able
o Go so, ill dedicate their hearts and lives to proper study and preparatlon for
the Holy linistry of the Word and Sacraments, a most pressing need for the future,
so that our children and the zenerations to cornie have the pure Uord and Sacrament,
which the Lord of the Church has ir 2 unique wey granted unto us end do not become
the piticble people which the Savior characterizes as "sheep uithout a shepherd.”

The report of the Tditorial Corriittee and the report of the Publishing House
Beard ol Control also merit our pa T'cular attenticn because this work has tc do
with "the printed Word" and with ths Lmpression that our Conference ol the pure

ord and Dcetrine malkes upon Christians oubside of our confession and upon the world,
Cne of o~ most pressing problems, increasing in Intensity, is that our conference
poriodical. often does not appear "on time" and that even scheduled iscues do not
appecr in print at all., This can ba truly embarassing to explain to those who ask

us and vho do not understand irell the particular problems involved. It does not help
our ligh% to shine before men or free, unhindered course to the true Gospel
vhich we vepresent. Iet us not debat~s these bare facts, dear Brethren. And regord-
ing thiz proolem, let us above all not sit in self-righteous persoaa1 judgment againss
any brother or brethren and thereby endanger the nrecious unity of the Spiritv with
which the Lord has blessed us. But lst us rather, in truly Chrlotlan5 fraternal dic~

cussicn, devote ourselves to a Cod-;leasing solution of the problems involved,

inance Committee will no deubt revierr to you the past fiscal year, includ-
,-t year!s referendum, and 21so propose a budget for the coming year (June
b EaJ 31, 1979). To this end a planninz sheet has been provided in your
. Cur delegates should mnaksz use of this sheet vhen considering the Tin-
tteels recomnendations. Put above all our delegetes and all our brethrer

keep in mind the words of our Lord Jesus, hou He said, "It is morc blos-
‘ve +¥ar to receive." (Acts 20:35) '"TFor ye Imow the grace of our Lord Josus
though lle vas rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through
mizht be rich.” (IT Cor. {:9

nelusion, let us earnestly 1ift up our hearts in prayer to Him, our dear
vior, to whon alone we loolk for strength, guldance, and success in the
- of us at this convention and in our convregauwona at home, .ay we all

pray with the Psalmist of the Lord: V"ILet Thy uwork appear unto Thy servants,
Jlory wnto their children. AfAnd let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon
2inle} “raalv sh Thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands
w'woliw‘ Thou it." (Psalm 90:16-17) Amen.

oo
[ R

Respectfully submitted,

E. David ilensing, President
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ZFORT OF THD CO:LITTEED TO UVIZH THD PROSIDET'C ROPORT
Our comittee has reviewed the Fresidential Report and found it to be informa-

tive, factual and edifying., 1le give taanks to our dear heavenly Father for the grace

given to our president to fulfill his responsibilities in such a conscientious
wanrer,

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. ii. L. latterer

Tictor Reil
Paul T, Imedtke

COIVZIUTTIC LISSAY:

07T TA% UNITY 0F TIE S5 PIRICT S DESTROYETD

RS

General Introduction:

The topic which has been assigned for the convention essay this year is, Hew
1e Uni‘L\r of the Spirit Ts Destroyed.

estro This ‘Inrvr- is to be treated in two ‘nﬁm'f"a
Tirst part of the essay, treated by the Dev., P. R. Bloedel, is to show pa""'thL_‘ arily

horr the sin of mlon.lsm destroys the unity of the Spirit. The second part, treated

by Professor 0. ', Schaefer, 1ill show how the unity of the Spirit is destroyed by
seraratism and selective fellorship.

Ta
LS. 1€

Both parts of the essay are extrenely important, timely, and practical.
tent , because the destruction of the unity of the Spirit by unionisn, separati
‘or selective fellorship ammihilates the true visible church; timely, because union-
ism is the pride and joy of modern liberal theologians and of the ecumenically Jod
church bodies, and because separatism and selective fellowship are-largely practiced
ancd defended by the so~called conservatives of our day; practical, because of the
lessons and varnings of which each one of us should be aware so that we as pastors
leynen, congregations, and Conference may the more conscientiously endeavor to w-@—
serve for ourselves and for our children the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Dlhig

PART T

o Uniondsn in Particular
Destroys the Unity of the Spirit

x,y Neve F. R. Bloedel

As Tar as I can determine, the Lnglishriord "unity" is found only three times
in our King James Version of the Zible: tuice in the 1lew Testament (in the fgur'bh
chapter of Ephesians) and once in the 0ld Testament (in the Book of Dsalmz).”” The

*Toungls Analytical Concordance to the Bible, P.1015.
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Greek word which is translated "unity' in the I'ew Testament passages is henotees,
and the Iebrew word vhich is translated "unity" in Psalm 133 is yachad. Doth words
are correctly traanslated into Inglish in the Authorized Version,

In the fourth chapter of Ephesians; verse three, the Apostle Paul admonishes his
Christian readers to endeavor tc "keep the uniby of the Spirilt in the bond of peace."
In the verses which folleow, the Apostle beautifully describes this blessed unity,
saying, "There is one body and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling; one Lord, one Taith, one bantism, one God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all,” A1l of those people throughout the world who
believe in Jesus as their Savior and trust only in [Iim for their salvation are Onec
Bedy before the Lord. They are kept in this close unity by the One Spirit who con-
stantly lives in them. It is the Holy Ghost who brings about this wonderful unity.
He it is who "calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church
on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the One true Faith." And He does this
only through the written and spoken "Tord of God and the Holy Sacraments. The true
Christians press onward toward one goal: They have Cne glorious and blessed Hope of
salvation provided for them freely through the sacrifice of their Savior on the
cross for the sins of mankind. Ue Christians therefore sing: "One is our calling,
One ocur name; The end of all our hopes the same: A crowm of 1life with Theel' A1l
Christians belong to One Lord who is the Head of the Body, the Church, who has re-
deemed us with His holy precious blood and by His innocent suffering and death, who
is our Lord Christ, at whose name every knee should bew of things in heaven and things
in earth and things under the earth, In Christ, all truc Christians are united in
Cne Faith. They recognize and acknowledge Christ as their Lorc whose pure and saving
Word they confess with their lips and follow in their lives, and vith Christ they are
united by Cne Baptism for the remission of sins. God is the One God and Father of
all true Christians. He has adopted them as His oun dear children in Christ Jesus,
our Lord, He is "above all’ Christians, guiding and directing them; guarding and
protecting theri. "Through 211" truc Christians He has determined to carry out the
great worlk of MHis Kingdom. Ile is "in all" Christians-~for all Christians are His

1ivine Tamnl
LAVING Lempi

Qila LULlo Ll

ard nprnatrant ahada
v aollc.e

Such true Christian unity is a unity vhich is worked by the Holy Ghost--a unity
which prevails in the Holy Christian Church, the Comrunion of Saints--a unity which
binds all true believing Christians together in the invisible Church where "the Tord
knoweth them that are His." (II Tim. 2:19) It is a true spiritual unity which per-
fectly unites all true believers in Christ throughout the world with whom and for
whom we pray when we say in the Lord's Prayer, "OUR Father vho art in heaven!™ Tt
is moreover a unity which is founded, built, and based upon the pure teachings of
Ged's Vord for it is only through the pure teachings of Scripture that the true be-
lievers throughout the world are perfectly united in OUE bedy, n OIF Spirit, in
OE hope, in ONE Lord, in CHE faith, in QIE Daptism, in (T8 Cod and Father of all.
Tt is this unity which bhe Aposlle Paul admenishes us Lo emulate in the true visible
church "endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace!™ This can
be accomplished only by the power of the Holy Chost through the preaching and
teaching of the Word of God in its full truth end purity and the administration of
the Sacraments according to Cirist's institution, and, through lthese ileans, by

"striving against sin" (Heb. 12:k) and after sanctification in the fear of God by
putting God's Yord to practice in our lives, II Cor. 7:1, "till we all come in the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” (Zpia. L:13)

L1though the word "unity" itsel{ is found so seldom in Scripture, nevertheless,
the concept of the unity of the Spirit is spoken of in a multitude of passages. St.
Paul writes to the Corinthians, "For by one Spirit ere we 211 baptized into one body,”
(I Cor. 12:13), and again in I Cor 10:17, "Tor we, being many, are cne bread and one
body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.' The term "brethren" expresses
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this unity as when the Lord Jesus savs, "One is your llaster, even Christ; and all ye
are brethren," (iatt. 23:0) In the Dook of Acts, the early Christions in Jerusalenm
are described as "continuing rith one accord," (Aets 1:ll; 2:L6), being like-minded
with no schisms, no divided i _Aterests, no discordant purposes. In Acts li232, we are
told that "the multitude of them that believed vere of one heart and of one soul,"
The Apostle Paul exhorts the Christians at Rome, "Be of the same mind cne toward an~
other," (Tom, 12:16), and he prays for such unity among them, saying in Romans 15:5,6:
"Mowr the Ged of patience and consolation grant vou to be likeminded cne toward another,
according to Christ Jesus: the ye ray with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even
the Father of our Tord Jesus Christi" 1le read in St. Paul's letter to the Philippians,
"Let you conversation be as it becometh the Gosp el of Christ: that whether I come and
see you, or else be absent, T may hear cf your affairs, that ye stand fast in one
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the Gospel,” Phil, 1:27;
"Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind," (Phil. 2:2) "Iet us walk by the same rule, let us mind the sane thing,"
(Phil, 3:16) In IT Cor. 13:11, the Christians are told, "Be of one mind," and in
I Cor. 1:10 we Tind the familiar words, "Tow I beseech j qu, brethren, by tie name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divi-
sions among youj; but that ve be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the

same judgment." (cn. also v, 13) fnd in Psalm 133:1 such unity is spoken of 7; the
words, "Behold, hov good and hou pleasant it is for brethren to dwell togethe
wmity."

then the Lord, through His holy Apostle, urges us to endeavor " to keep the

unity of the Splrlu in the bond of peace," we rust renenber that the spiritusl unity
which the Lord has crsated in the Ioly Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, has
been in existence a long time and it will continue to exist until the end of the
world. The Apostle Paul's admonition in Iphesions Ls3 ic therefore similar in nature
to the words of Peter, "Give diligence to make your calling and election surel®

(IT Pet. 1:10) Ue make our calling and election sure vhen, by Ged's grace, e strive
to remain members of the Holy Christian Church (the invisible Church) by sincere
faith in Jesus our Savior, when ve earnestly strive to live our lives in harmony with
God's "ord, and when we hate and avoid sin., So also the unity of the Spirit, which
has been created in each one of us by the Holy Ghost at the time vhen ve mrere made
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus, is preserved and retained among us in the
true visible church by the constant and conscienticus crercisc of certain Christian
virtues and by avoiding whatever would destroy such unity. Such positive Christien
virtues are humility, gentleness, meelmess, gladly serving and giving rather than
wanting others to serve us and waking demands ol them, not b01ng easily embittcred by
personal defects in others, excercising patience and forbearance irith the peculiari-
ties in ovr fellow Christians, not lording it over the brethren, defending, spmeaking
well of others, and putting the best construction on everything, practicing zenuine
love without a show of superiority or pride. By earnsestly striving to practice these
amd other virtues the unity of the Spirit will be kept in the bond of peace in our

Conference and in our congregations.

+

The unity of the Spirit is therefore threatened when Christians are in anv way
notivated by psride, selfishness; lack of sympathy, compassion, or understandings
wvhen a Christian is quick to judge and condemn, easily angered, b, or disturbed
by super-sensitivity, negative in his thinking, and impatient with the weak; -iten =
Christian is given to gossip, slander, back-biting; when one seeks to bind his con~
sclence upon others in wmatters of adiaphora; when lsgalism and materialism prevalls
when false doctrine and practice is not imnediately stifled and vhen church disci-
pline is not properly exercised.

‘

There are some acbtbivities wiich not only threaten but actually cestroy the unity
of the Spirit. Such is the sin of unionism vhich we vill consider as the chief
topic of this first portion of our essay.
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I
e will considers TThat Unionisnm is; vhat passages in Scripture forbid this particular
sing how the sin of vnionisn is defended by those who practice it, and hov unionism
obviously destroys the unity of ¥the Spirit.

Uhat is Unionisn? Stated briefly, unionisn is the joining together in religious
rork and worship by peovnle who are not agreed with one another Ulth regard to vhat
they believe or practice. It involves %oint ecclesiastical efforts for religious
work and particularly joint worship including prayer among those vho confess the
truth of God's lJord and those vho deny any part of it.

The great majority of sectarian pastors, congregations, and church beodies are
unionistic to the core and their uvnionistic activities are stimulated by various
evangelical ecrusades, revivals, and vast ecumenical drives, projects, and endeavers.
The large Iutheran bodies--even the so=called conservatives among them~~participate
freely in unionistic activities. Some Protestant sects, besides exercising religi-
ous fellowship among themselves in snite of doctrinal differences, even clasp hands
in religious work and worship with the heathenearith Buddhists, liormons, ilohammedans
and Jeus. The Roman Catholic Church, of course, has always been unionistic as lcng
as it has benefited by unionistic activities.

It is true that in the invisible Church, the Una Sancta, both here on earth
and in heaven, there is perfect unity before the Lord God, and that in heaven thers
are no Lutherans, Baptists, Presbyterians, llazarenes, United Drethren, or Episco-
palians., But in the visible church as ue see it about us in this world, there will
always be errorists, false teachers, and false churches-~those who teach and defend
that which is contrary to the Uord of God--and it is with regard to such that the
Lord in His Word teaches us plainly what our attitude must be and howr e must con-
duct ourselves.

In Romans 16:17, we find two commands of the Lord which are very unpopular in
the church world of today. They are the words "mark" and "avoid!" '"iark them which
cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine whiech ye have learned, and
avoid themi" When Judaizing preachers came into some of the early Christian conzre-
gations with their false doctrines and practices, the Apostle Paul immediately
marked them, labelled them as false teachers, separated hinself from them, and urged

he Christians to do likewise. It is certainly obvious that the Apostle Paul is not
spealiing of close contact vith errorists or false teachers in a civil or business
relationship. Christians are alwvays to be good citizens and good neighbors accord-
ing to the second table of the Iaw. But we are not to join with them in worship,

or treat them as brethren in the faith, or pray with them, or sing hyrns or religious
songs with them, or join them in various religious projects if they are not one in
faithAwﬁth us. The LOfdfs Word is sharp and clear, "avoid them!" (Tuther's trans-

Avidently there are nany wvho believe, teach, tolerate, and uphold false dccirine
through ignorance or weakness of faith. There are indeed Christians in sectarian
churches, and we should be concerned about then and shorr them their errors vhenever
an opoortunltv in harmony with the Word of God presents itself. But to have reli-

gious fellowship with then is ﬂnotn@r rabter, and for this the Tord gives us a plain
dlrectlve as to vhat e wants us to do. He says, "ivoid thenl!" The position of the
unionist and ecumenicist is plainly conderned in all those texts of Scripture wshich
bid uvs to beware of false prophets and to be separate from those who deny any truth
of God's Word. Illotice in particuler: Deut. 13:3:; Jer. 23:15, 30~32; ilatt. 7:15,10a;
Acts 203293 IT Cor. 6:17,18; Col 2:6=8; II Thess. 3:6; I Tim. 6:3-53 II Tim. 3:5;3

1t DaTa T Tale b :1: II John 10.121
Titus 131},1:]45 3:103 IT Pet,2:1; I John Lsl; II John 10,11,

" The friends of unionism naturally rise in defense of their pet theory and en-
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deavor to bolster it with nany passazss from the Dible. Thev quote I Thess. 5:1L,
"Suppert the wesk, be patient toward all men." Or, I Cor, 9:22, "To the weal: became I
as weak, that I might gain the weak.” T1e should indeed have patience with all those
who have not yel truly grasped the truths of Godts Word, as 5t, Paul writes in Romans
15:1, "le then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak.” All long-
suffering, however, and bearing with the weak which is not coupled with proper in-
struction from the Word of God is contrary to Scripture, for 5t. Paul writes to Tim~
othy, "Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and DCCTRTIE!" Unionism resents
a frank and free discussion of doctrinal differences and does not consider unity of

D

faith essential to Christian fellowship.”

The proponents of unicnism appeal to the law of Christian charity and love in
defense of tiieir nosibion., Their reasoning is thus: Because there are true Chris-
tians in heterodox churches it is therefore morally right and deminded by Christian
love to fellowship with them. In response, let us hear vhat Tuther says about the
lair of love. He uritess "This Iaw of love perneates all laws, and 2ll laws must
be performed in the snirit of love. 3he regulates all laws, and is mistress of them,
for all must be observed in the spirit of love. She acts and breaks laws, irrespec-
tive of the other commandments,'" and then Luther continues to say, "Faith alcne can
give orders to her, otherwise she is supreme to 21l other laws.” It is certainly a
grealt violation of love if we isnore the Word of Ged. He who loves the Lord Jesus,
loves the Scriptures. Jesus says {John 1L:23,2L), "If a man love lie,he will Leep liy
tlords, and liy Father will love hin, and Ve will come unto him, and make Our abcde
with him. He that loveth lle not keepeth not iy sayings: and the Word wvhich ye hear
is not Iine, but the Father's which sent le." (See also, lev, 19:17,18; T Cor., 13:0;
Tuke 17:3.)

Here another quotation from Luther is in place. He urites (1532), "The bles-
sing (of the Word) is so great that no lmman heart can comprehend it. This is vhy
its retention requires a stout stiff battle. Iven then it is easy to lose it for-
ever if wve do not held to the Uord with all our might. By no means is the Word to
be considered as lightly as the world considers it, and as some foolish spirits, de-
ceived by the devil in regard to the Sacrament or other heresies, represent it to be,
They tell us that one is not to quarrel so violently over one article and disrupt
Christian love because of it, Nor should we consign one another to the devil be-
cause of it, But, they say, one might well yield and surrender a bit and keep up
fraternal and Christian unity and fellowship 1rith those vho err in an unimportant
point-~-as long as one agrees with them otherwise. Yo, myv good man, for me none of

thalt reace and unity one gains by the loss of God'!'s Word! TFor in that case eternal

*Tuther on I Cor. 5:6-8. "The Word must be kept perfectly vure and unadul-
terated; otherwise it is already corrupb and unprofitable., And the vorst thing
is that such perverting of the Word gains ground so rapidly and intrenches itself
so firmly that it cannot be got rid of. ... They wvant to mediate and bring about a
compronise betueen us and our opponents of the papacy. They would permit the Gos=
pel to be preached, but at the same time they would still retain the papistical
abuses. They say that because of those vho are weal in the faith we are not to
censure and reject all such things; for the sake of peace and unity e should some-
what noderate our demands and approach each other, the one side yielding a point to
the other and each bearing the other with patience even bhough everything may rot
be entirely pure. ... Mo, not so! Tor you hear that St, Paul would not mix even a
small quantity of yeast with the good dough. God had forbidden it. For it works
its way through and trough and corrupts evdrything. Where in one point we ningle
the correct pure doctrine with human additions, the injury is dones; the truth is
thereby obscured and souls are led astray. Therefore the making of such a doctrinal
hodgepodge and patchwork is not to be tolerated in Christendom,”
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1life and everything else would already be lost. In this matter we dare not budze or
ccncede anything to please rou or any manj but all things nust yield to the Word, b

hey friendly or hostile. For the Hord is given not in order to achieve external o
oecular peace but life eternal.  Word and doctrine are to create unity or fellcuship.
there they are one and the same, the rest 1ill neturally follow; if not, no unity
will abide anywvay., Therefore, do not apeaI to me of love or friendship when anything
is to be detracted from the Word or the faiths for ve are told that not love but the
Uoro brings eternal life, God's grace, and all heavenly itreasures. Ve uill zladly

zeep the peace with them in an externmal way, as we ghould do with everybody in tae
world, evern with our worst eneries...but in doctrine and Christian fellowship vre
waent to have nothinz to do with them. Nor do we want to consider them brethren. They
are enemies, because they Imowingly insist on their errori and ve intend to fight
against then in our spiritual strugrle. Therefore nothing but a satanic, seductive,
and sinister strategy is involved when e are called upon to yield a bit and to con-
nive at an error for the sake of unity. In this way the devil is trying cunningly

to lead us awcy from the Word., Tor if we adopt this course and ;et together in th
matter, he hao already gained grounds; and if we were to yield him a fingerbreadth,

he would scon have an ell.”

B0

R ded

By notr it shouvlc be obvious hotv the sin of unionism destroys the unit;” of the
Spirit. Church fellovchip vhere there is not fellowship of faith does nolb at all
erulate or reflect the wonderful unity of the Una Sancta, the Holy Christian Church,
the Cormunion of Saints. Tt it rather a sham and a carlcature of ‘true Christian
wity., There simply is no unity of the Spirit in a unionistic fellorship.

Unionisn ignores and condones error, involves a denial of the Truth, blunts
the sense of Goed's pure Word, and Lfeods indifference tc the pure teachings ol tihe
Bible. A unionist is nhere*ore rnore dangerous tnan an outright folse teacher be-
cause an outright false teacher can easily be recognized and identified but o union-
ist hides behind a position of vaccilation, An outright false teacher may have a
high regard for the Word of Geod and instill this high regard Tor God's VWord in his
hearors, but a unionist mlnlmlzes tie dimportance of God's Word and promotes indif-
ference to the teachings of the Bible. By way of illustration: God says, "Salva-
tion is by grace alone!™ The false prophet says, "Salvation is by faith aud uorks !V
The unionist says, "Tolerate the false orophet!" God says, "The world was created
in six doys!" The false nrcphet says, "The days uvere long eons of time and before
the first day God had already created the mass of matter from which the world evolved!
The unionist savs: "Iet the false prophet be heard!"™ God says, '"Conversion is
wrought by the Holy Ghost through the Gospel." The false prophet says, "ilan can
make his oun decision whether or not he vants to believe!l™ The unionist says, "There
is no 17 50 bad about what the man says, it sounds reasonable!"™ The ILord Jesus
says, ''"Thls is liy body!" The false prophet says, "It is mere breadi" The unionist
says, "Let's both cormune at the same table!™ The Lord Jesus says, "Baptize all
nations!" The false prophet says, "But not infants and little chlldro*'" The union-
ist says, "Forget your Cferences ard let?s worship and pray together!’ Thus
unionisii destroys the unity of the Spirit.

Those tho teach false doctrine cause divisions and offenses in the church. They
destroy the unity which God wants His believers to snjoy. Unionism sustains the
false teaching and Leeps the error alive., Tt perpetuates division and tolerates the
original cause of division. Uniocnisn represents the diversities in doctrine as sim-
ply being varieties of the sane truth and that it doesn't ratter much i only minor
errors are involved, TUnionism thereforce produces an intolerable situvation in the
church; it nroduces an outrard wnion vhere %here is no unity in doctrine and prac-
tices it pern1ts and cncourazes divisions to continue under the guise of wnity. Tt
permits a union to exist which is a deceitful lie. It is therefore immoral and a2
gross violation of Christian love, and it carries with it a loss of the Truth alto-
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gether Tor the Dible seys, "A little leaven leaveneth the viole lump,! (Gal. 2:9)

Talse doctrine is an evil and malignant thing, Teaching thot waich is contrary
to Cod’s Vord causes people to stumble, to fall, tc lose their faith in Jesus their
Savior. The acceptance of some errors destroys faith in Clhrist immediately. But the
acceptance of even so-called small errors pubs a person at once in opposition to God's
Vord and may lead hin awgy from the Tord of Ged entirely, and that means loss of
faith because faith rests on God!s Tord and lives by means of God'!'s Word., There
error 1s therefore tolerated or allored to exist; where fellouship trith false teachsrs--
pulpit and altar and nrayer fellouchip=-prevails; vhere praying and other vorshiping
together is practiced by those vho are not cne in faith, there false doctrine is al-
lowed a hearing and is acknowuledged as something with which we should not be too much
concerned-~even though it is able to deprive us of our soul's salvation. Tt is cone-
mon sense to refuse to associate with the morally depraved and with those ttho would
lead us into crime and vice. We refuse to associated with then because of tneir
evil inflvence upon our bodies and minds, VWhat about ovr souls? 1hat about our
church? What about our Conference? Unionism gnaus at the very vitals of Christian~
ity and makes a nockery of true Christion unity! It has dealt the death blow to ‘
many a large church body. Iet us prize most highly the unity of the Spirit vwhich we,
by God!s grace, enjoy. We may be reviled and mocked by those 1tho are caught up in
the ecumenical movement and in the pomularity vhich unionism brings--but the Lerd
says: "Ccme out from among them and be ye separate and touch not the unclean thing:
and T vill receive you and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be Iy scns and
daughters, saith the Iord almighty." (II Cor. 6:17-18)

38

)

Heu Sevaratism and Selective Fellowship in Particular
Destroy the Unity of the Spirit

by Prof. 0,17, Schaefer

As we take up the second porticn of our Convention Essay, it Is uell for us to
review three objects of our Conference which have a direct bearing on the subject
before us. They are as follows: I'irst, the conservation of the unity in the true
faith (Eph. L:3-6); second, joint testimony and defense against all public errors in
doctrine and practice (IT Thess. 3:1L-15; Rom, 16:17-18)3 and third, joint efflort
tovard a ged~pleasing union with other Tutherans, namely, such union as is based upon
the unity of the Spirit-~full agreement in doctrine and practice on the basis of
God's Word (Acts 2:L2; T Cor. 1:10). These important objects of our Concordia Luth-
eran GConference, together with the others stated in our Constitution, have been the
official dectrinal stand and practice in our midst for over 20 years. However, be-
cause of the religious confusion and the liberal trends wthich seecl to gain entrance
into every church, also into our congregations, 1t is imperative that these objects
of our Conference be re~emphasized from tire to time lest we lose sight of their
significance,

By the grace of God the congregations of our Conference are united in o confes-
sional fellowship, teachins and practicing the sare doctrine in conformity with the
Bible and with the ILmtheran Confessions. This has led to the establishment of church
fellouyship, that is, the practice of joint worship and work in the religious sphere.
This is a blessed unity vhich the Holy Spirit has brought about through the pover of
God's Uord and for hich we ought to praise and glorify Him every day. As long as
e continue in the pure Word of ouwr Lord and Savior (John 3:31,32), speak the same
thing, and remain perfectly joined tosether in the same mind and in the same judg=
ment (T Cor. 1:510), this God-given unity will remain, despite all attempts of Saten
to disyupt or destroy it.

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

w27 -

This wnity carries with it sacred duties and obligations as outlined in Holy
Scripture., A1l of us together are to give testimony and defense agains®t all public
errors in doctrine and practice., e are to admonish the brother (TI Thess, 3:15),
restore one in meekness (Gal. 6:1), reject the heretic (Titus 3:10), beware of false
prophets (latt, 7:15), and mark and avoid all vho teach contrary to the truth of
Christ and their adherents (Romans 16:17-18), Together we are also to worl toward a
god-pleasing union with others, seeking out those who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, urging the mutual public acknouledgment of such
god-given unity, and thereafter practicing a god-pleasing church fellowship with
theri. Thus being united in the cormon bond of faith, we obligate ourselves to ar-
range all matters pertaining to church fellowship TCGETHER. -1lot only good order and
due consideration for the brethren in the faith require this, bubt also the necessity
of allcwing ample time for mutual study and mature deliberation in order to assure
all concerned that confessional unity actually exists between our Conference and an-
other church body and is nobt merely apparent and that it controls the church prac-

.Y. .o
tice of those who profess it,

What wonderful objects our Conference has set up with regard to unity, union,
and fellowship! God grant that we and generations to come may always act in accord
with the Scrintural directives which underlie these vital purposes of our church
body!

However, as long as we live in this sinful werld, Satan will endeavor by various
means to destroy that blessed unity vhich we enjoy as a gift from our heavenly
Father, The first portion of this essay treated some of these methods, in particular,
unionism, How let us consider two obher forms of attack upon the unity of the Spirit.
They are separatlsn and selective fellouship.

First, what is meant by separatism? ZILebt us note that there are two types: one
is Scriptural and pleasing to the Lord; the other is contrary to the Bible and is
condemned by the Lord, That separation is god-pleasing which is enjoined in Romans
16:17 (merk and avoid) as the only means of retaining the wnity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace (Eph. L:3). UVhen Christisns leave an erring church or synod on ac-
count of its unsound doctrine and unseriptural practice, this in accord also with
IT Cor. 6:17-18 vhere the Tord beseeches His people, "Come out from among them and
be ye separate! ...and I'will receive you and uill be a Father unto you and ye shall
be Iy sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty!" Hence, to apply the term "sep-
aratists" in a derogatory and condermatory sense to those who followed the Word of
Ged is unjustified, for the Bible enjoins rejection of and separation from all error
and errorists. When therefore many members of our Conference congresations severed
their affiliation with heterodox churches and synods, not precipitously, but after
all testimony against doctrinal error had been in vain, this was an act in conformity
vith Holy Scripture, having the approval and blessing of the Lord., It was a god-
pleasing separation.

That, then, is sinful separatism? TFrom Holy Urit we learn that there are two
Llnds~ tne first is the severance of Christian fellowship because of adiaphora
(things neither commanded nor forbidden in the Bible), such as differences in church
customs, church terms, order of worship, and the like, or severance because of of-
fenses in the spherc of Christian life., The second kind of sinful separatism is the
refusal earnestly to seek the establichment of unity in doctrine and to unite in
fellowship with such as are in dectrinal agreement.

With regard to the first kind of sinful separatism, the apostle Paul had to
contend 1rith a serious situation amonz the Corinthians as divisions and contentions
arose in the field of adiaphora, including pure personalities, which moved him to
urite and to warn against this growing evil in their midst. In his first letter to
them he writes, "It hath been declared unto me of you .,. that there are contentions
amonz you. Uov this I say ... were ye baptized in the nane of Paul?" (T Cor. 1:11, 13)
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The context of these verses reveals that factions were dividing the congrezation,
sone nembers preferring Paul; others, Apollos; others, Cevhass and still others,
Christ., TIater on in this letter the apostle writes, "When ye come together in tae
churcn, I hear that there be divisions among you ... I praise you not!" ( I Cor, 11:
18,22) Here he rebukes then for their irmproper conduct in the house of an as the
various rarties in that congregation assembled and held a meal in a most frivolous
manner and then proceeded to observe Lord!s Supper in their midst. Paul pointed out
hewr blasphemous their actions had become, and firmly reprimanding them, he sought to
restore unity among them., In this way he dealt with the grave situation that had ad-
versely affected the fellouship of ihe Corinthians.

As to the second kind of sinful separatism, namely, avoiding fellciship vhere
doctrinal unity exists, e turn to Paul!s letter to the Ephesians, in which he urges
the Christians as O body of believers to endeavor "to Lkeep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace." (Eph. L3:3) To the young pastor Timothy he wrote, "Be not thou
therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but be thou
rartaker of the afflictions of the Gospel according to the power of Godl" (IT Tim.
1:8) 1In that same letter the apostle commends & man nemed Onesipherus, who, he said,

"oft refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chain, bubt when he was in Rome, he sought

me out very diligently and found me!" (IT Tim. 1:16~17)

It is clear from these passages of Seripture that faithful Christians who teach
and practice according to the Word of God should seek out one another and establish
and practice church fellowship to the glory of God and the welfare of their souls,

To do otheruvise is to come under the condemmation of the Lord for being separatistic,
It is follouing in the footsteps of such a man as Diotrphes, of whom the apcstle

Jokn writes in his third epistle (v.9), "(He) loveth to have the preeminence among
theri (and) receiveth us not! (He prates) against us with malicious mords, end not
content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them
that would, and casteth them out of the church!"™ This man refused tc welcome and
support Christian brethren and even hindered others from doing so, Here is a sad ex-
arple of one who put himself first, who no longer aclknowledged apostolic cuthority,
and who has become, as Dr. Stoeckhardt said in his Ixegetical Lectures, "a rcal auto-
cratic hierarch." This was an act of ginful separatism,

A similar spirit and attitude today can only destroy the unity of the uwoirit,
IT Christians united in the faith think themselves better than others; il they refuse
to seek out all who share bheir Scriptural doctrine and practice and vill not strive
for the mutual public acknovledgment of this fact and for the consequent exercise of
church fellowship; if they remain in'a state of isolation, this must be labeled and
condermed, " in the light of Holy Wrilt, as sinful separatism., Let us never as individual
Christians, as individual congregations, or as a conference give the impression that
ue have a separatistic spirit! IMay we never declare, "If there should be others who
confess the full Truth as we do, they must come to ug, not we to them!" Such an at-
titude is nob Christlike, and only Scriptural enlightenment and Christian love can
dispel it.

In the middle 1800°s Dr, Ualther sought out confessional brethren in America,
and as he Jlooked for 1likely prospects, some of his fellow-brethren became suspicious
and rebuked him for vhat they considered a lax ard dangerous mamner. To them Val-
ther replied, "Let foolish zealots think I am capitulating to the heterodox! ... I
hate separatism and exclusiveness!" (Driefe, I) And in a sermon delivered on the
300th enniversary of Luther's death Walther declared, "Iet us not give room to the
spirit of separatism, but ... give tne hand- ol brotherhood to and unite also pub-
lically before the world with all those who, for the joint prosecution of the work
of the Lord, will remain with us in the old doctrine and Church and contend with
us for these treasures." (Der ILutheraner, 19L6)

Accordingly, it will not do for us to shut our eyes to the opportunities which
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the Lord provides for promoting confessional fellouship and eventually churcn fel-
louship. An essayist at the first convention of the Orthodox Tubheran Conference
(1951) stated, "WJe are not and should never become a separatistic group!" Ue stard
on that statement today yet, and may He vho is the Head of the Church strengthen us
therein so thet ve always follou the principle of separation from error but avoid
becoming separatistic! This vill maintain the unity of the Spirit among us and pre-
serve it from harm and destruction,

le nou turn our attention to another form of attack upon the wnity of the Spirit,
and that is "Selective Fellouship." This term refers to the arbitrary deeision ol an
individual Christian or a Christian congregation, according to persconal judgment,
without consultation with and the assent of the other brethren united in the faith,
to regerd another Christian or Christian congregation as orthodox, although in &
denomination of a different fellowship, or independent, and to enter into the exer-
cise of fellowship with such person or church, -Such action was considered unscrip-
tural from the very beginning of our Conference, for at the second convention of
the Orthodox Lutheran Conference in 1952 a Confession of Faith was dravm up which
stated the following with regard to this subject: "Selective fellowship ... is bound
to involve those who practice it in a relation that is contrary to the fellowship
which, according to the will of God, is to obtain between those who wish to be re-
garded as brethren; it is thus contrary to the law of love, which requires primary
allegiance to those with whom honest confessors of the full truth are vnited in doc-
trinal fellcwship." (Proceedings, 0,T.C. 1952)

We have heard that vhen Christians find that they are in doctrinal agreement,
it is proper for them to have fellowship with each other: It is in keeping with
God's wwill that this mutval relation be given expression, Eph, L:l1-3, However, there
are considerations that dare not be overlooked. Ts the recognition of other pastors
and congregations ocutside of our fellowship of such wrgency that the action of the
whole church body cannot be awalted? While ocur Conference is not a divine institu-
tion, 1t was established in keeping tvith God's will, and we perform our church work
as pertains to all our congregations and in relation to others cutside of our fole
lowship by means of it. The establishment of fellowship with those not belonging to
our Conference should be attended to by our entire church body and not by segments
of it, It should also be pointed out that there is a great advantage in having
joint orayerful deliberation and study by our entire Conference center on a fellou-
ship problem. Hence to act independently of sister churches in this matter is an
offense against faithfulness to one'!s membership pledge to the Conference and is a
breach of cenfidence. Tor one congrezabion to force the issue and establish an out-
vard fellowrship militates apainst the law of Christian love and the spirit of fel-
lowship., It is dangerous to The unity of the Spirit.

Therefore no course should be initiated that will needlessly vex or grieve
sister congregations or prove aarmful to btheir rc?a*iunSHip. As brethren in the
faith thev should strive to follou proper procedure, working together and through
the Committec on Lutheran Union on any proposed step of establishing fraternal re-
lations, After all, no blessings can be expected from a course wiich ignores an
orderly process nutually agreed upon by those united in the faith, for Paul admon-
ishes, "Iet all things be cone decently and in order!" (I Cor. 1h:LO) If a congre-
gation exereises fellouship without consultation with and full assent of the breth-
ren, this will cause confusion and work great harm on the unity of the Spirit, Iet
us remember that we have formed a conference for the very purpose of acting jointly
in many areas, such as seeking to establish fellowshilp with others, and therefore we
should not proceed in a manner that iz independent of our church body. The apostle
Paul‘rritps, "Tn lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.
Toolkk 1uu every ran on his own Lhings, but every man also on the things of othersl®
(Phil. 2:3«l) "By love serve one another!" (Gal. 5:13)

ith regard to separatism and selective fellouship, the positicn of our Con-
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cordia ILutheran Conference is no different from that of tie Idssouri Syned in the
davs of 1ts orthodoxy. It is sad that liberal teachings within the last several
decades of that Synod!s history have beclouded the Scriptural principles that conderm
these evils, It is alone by the =race of God that we are holding fast to the posi-
tion of the Bible on these matters. Iet no one imagine that we are judging the
hearts of those tho are not wnited Zth uvs in faith and doctrine! Ours is not a sep-
aratistic and intolerant spirit; ours is not a desire to remain in a state of isola-
tion., Rather, our conviction and practice are based alone on the fact that God Mim-
self enjoins all Christians not to practice religious fellowship with persons of dif-
ferent faiths. (Rom. 16:17-18) One of our Lutheran Confessions states, "It is a hard
thing to be separated fron so many people and to maintain serarate dectrine, but here
stands the divine command that everyone should beware of and not be Jjoined with those
who teach falsely!" (Smalecald Art. Sec.li2) 7ith the Formula of Concord we declare
that ve are "anxious to advance that wnity ... by vhich His glory vrermains to God wn-
injured (and) nothing of the divine truth of the Holy Gospel is surrendered!" Ve
now conclude this essay with the final words of the Apology: "We pray God to extend
His grace to the end that His holy Gospel may be knoum and honored by all, for His
glory, and for the peace, unity, and salvation of all of ust"

Phd
oo W
e

,,‘
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REPCRT OF THE EDITORIAL COMTTTEE
Dear Brethrens

Tn accord with the directives given to your Editorial Stafif at the 1976 Conven-
tion in Seattle, ashington, a list of topics was drarm up for 1977 and 1970, L copy
designating the article, the author, the number of words, and the deadline for each
article, was sent to eaca pastor in cur Conference. The response on the part of our
rastors vas very gratifying. The articles received during the latter part of 1977
were nob only timely but also well vritten.

We need but think of Pastor llensingt!s article "Cn ilemorizing the Small Catech-
ism, Scripture, and Hyms" appearing in the Septermber-~October issue, How pertinent
in view of the fact that memorization has been relegated to the background not only
by many of our public schools but also by ever so many churches, including Lutheran
congregations. Ve would also refer to Professor Schaefer's article on "Unionism and
Separatisr apvearing in the Hovember-December issue. Very carefully he set forth
wherein these two evils consisted and appropristely reminded us that "it is alone by
the grace of Cod that we in our Conference are holding fast to the position of Serip~
bure writh regard to the .sins treated in this article."

Included in the November~December issue was a reprint of an article apnearing
in the 1948 issue of the Concordia Theological llonthly written by Dr. A.li, Rehwinkel
entitled, "Duthanasia or lercy Killing." It was felt by our Editor that our readers
would derive much benefit from an article of this nature since it has becore a sub=
Jject which iz being currently debated not only arong the members of the medical and
legal professions but also amon: the members of the clergy. 1le are confident that
our readers have also appreciated the splendid devotional articles by Pastor ILuedtke
as well as the other articles published.

Uith the busy Christmas season some oi the brethren simply did not find it posw
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sible to write and submit the assigned articles by the stipulated deadline. And ve
can well understand the heavy worklead which our pastors muss shoulder, not only In
behalf of our Conference but also in their respective congregations; consequently,
your Editor and Assistant Editor deemed it necessary to inform the subscribers of
this situation by letter that "we regretfully found it necessary to concel the first
two issues of our CCGUCORDIA TUTHERAN in 1978, The Iord willing, we shall resume
publication with the lay-June issue." (iarch 31, 1978). We also assured our subscri-
bers that their subscriptions would be extended two issues beyond the expiration date
of their present subscription. We expressed the confidence that our subscribers
would understand our situation and bear with us under such circumstances. ALs of this
writing (June 15th) your Editor has received no unfavorable letters concerning the
action which we have taken.

Brethren, it is the prayer of your Iditorial Staff that the Lord's blessings ray
rest upon cur worlk as we seek to hold aloft that Lamp which shows us the Light of
the World ~-- Christ Jesus, who alcne is the Way, the Trutn, and the Iifel

espectfully submitted,
Rev. 1l. L, Natterer, Editor

. s e €8 2 o o P o S £ R £53 A s A S 2 €t o T e e WA Ty S o 0 A B Y 8 8 R0

REFCRT OF TEE FUBLISHING HOUSE BOARD OF CCNTROL
Dear Brethren:

Another year has flown by since our last convention in which our motto was,
"The Love of Christ Constraineth Us!" We pointed out in our report that Christ's
love for us also consbrains us in the area of the printed Werd. This year our motto
is, "Keep the Unity of the Spirit!" A4Alsc in accord with this motto, our Publishing
House, 'bhl ough the printed Word, hopes to preserve and maintain the Unity of the
Spirit among us and to demonstrate such unity to all vho hear and read the materials

printed.

The referendur, early in the fiscal year, was interpreted by the Publishing
douse to mean bvhat the non-passage of it would curtail the publication of our Con-
ference periodical because of lack of funds. It was therefore determined not to
print the "Concordia Tutheran" wuntil the final results of the referendum were in and
we could proceed tith the full backing of the Conference.,

For this year also, in order to conbinue our printing and publishing work, we
we recommend that the UuufETbﬂCe allocate the sum of $1000,00,

During the past year, Ir Julius Ochmitt has again served our Conference well
in the area of linotyping the "Concordia Lutheran", the Convention Agenda, and the
tract from our Ifissica Cormittee. He also printed all of the Sunday School leaflets
for our Conference use. So that ther: is no misunderstanding with regard to the
teken monetory reimburscment for I, Schmitt's work, it is recommended that the Con-
ference encourage the Publishing House to continue to pay Ir. Schmitt $5.00 per lino-
typed and proof-read page of the "Consordia Lutheran.,”

Wo progress has been made in the area of establishing a working arrangenent
with book cempanies to have an asscriment of orthodox Christian literature availakle
for lhe mewmbers of our Conference. Tl recommend that the Conference continue to
have at least $1000 available when and. if the prospect for such a Book House becomes
pessible,

Discussion is heard amcng conventicn delegates about the possibility of having

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

- 26 =

our "Concordia Iutheran" printed more economically by another printer, The following
reasons explain why this is not at all feasible, at least at this time: 1) The most
reasonable offer for the mere printing of the "Concordia Lutheran" is $11482,C0 per

wren Oy mmmrn dlan + 1~ (253 £
year--5903 more than the amount which we expend at present, 2) The rent of the shop

building for our offset equipment would necessarily continue for the printing of our
Serminary Catalog, our Conference Constitution, booklets, Sunday school materials,
and tracts.

It is felt also in place at this time to call to the attemtion of our delegates
the unique temporary situation of our Publishing House Board of Control, and we
would recormend, A) that the Conference recognize the fact that the Publlshlng House
set~up in the Censtitution is not capable of full implementation at this btime and
will not be really in effect until the Publishing House is capable of financially
sustaining its operations. As of now the Board itself has the obligaticn te perforn
manval activities which will later be taken care of by plant operatives. To tivs
end, we recommend, B) that the Publishing House Doard of Control a2lways be chosen
ameng brethren in or near the area of our business equipment,”

UJe ask the menbers of our Conference to continue to remember our Publishing

House in their prayers that this important work of our Conference will help, in its
way, o "keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. T, R, Bloedel, chairman
BDoard of Control, Scriptural Publications

MICTE: For the dispesiticn of this recommendation see minutes of Saturday
afternoon session and Resolution 'l of the Resclutions Committee.

SCRIPTURAL FUBLICATICWS (CIC) FIVANCIAL REPORT (6/1/77 - 5/31/78
Cesh Balance, Junc 1, 1977 5 66435

Add Cash Receipts:

Sunday School. Lesscns S 379.63

Books, tracts -

Concordia Tutheran:

Subscriptions 201,00
Special Distribution 1000,00

Other Conference Frinting -

Total Cash lleceipts 1620.62
Total Cash Available 15686.96
Less Disbursementss

Gas 79.84

Rent (P. F. Luedtke Bldg) £50.00

iaterial and Tabor costs:

Sunday School Iesscns 172,32

Concordia Tutheran (26,37

Other Conference Printing -
llailing Costs: )

Sunday School Tessons

Cencordia Lubheran 70.0C
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Personal Property Taxes 63.75
Dquipment Purchased -
Zquivment Repairs -
ifisc. Supplies, Postage, etc -
Y y N 7 ~
Total Cash Expenditures 1662 ,00
Cash Balance, Jay 31, 1978 $ 2L.90
TPetty Cash 6.61
Tixed Assets (Orig. investment - not adjusted
for depreciation) 5033.29
Pejrables Tone

Resvectfully submitted,
V. K. Bloedel, Business Mana

REPCRT OI' THE

Dear Brethren in the Lords

With all praise o God for His continued guldance and blessing we preseat to you
our report of the activities which enjaged your Committee since we last met in con-
vention., The year hagc been a busy one, and vith the help of the Lord we have endea-
verad to meet our responsibilities. This, then, is our report, and ence more we see
in it the hand of our dear Savior at irork.

At last year'!s convention our Seninary President menbioned a monetary gift fron
‘oncord Free Tubtheran Church of Tlestlake, Qhio, the Rev., L. C. liweller, pastor. This

n

c

indenendent Lutheran congregation had learned of our Conference and of our Seminary
al as moved to give periodic denaticns to our work of training faithful pastors for
L uture. Upon hearing this report, a mewmber of Peace Iutheran Church, 1. Jeffrey
Styx, had inquired whether he might visit Pastor Mueller personally since he trould

2 In that arez in July for & wedding. He was directed to consult our Union Committee
on this matter. With the approval of the Committee lir. Styx made that unofficial
centact on July 10, 1977, had a very pleasant visit with Pastor lweller, and engaged
n an informal discussion of church and doctrinal ratters. Ikr. Styx was cordially
recelved, and a wonderful corntact betueen Pastor iueller and his congregation and
ow: Conference was thereuy established.

[ Role]

T am py to report of an interestins follow-up to this contact. In the fall
77 Fastor iueller urote and inquired whethor he might meet with Pastor Mensing

our chairwan at Tinley Park. We werc happy to arrange such an unofficial
expecially to get betier acquainted with him and his congregation and their

2
al backeround and present stand, Pastor liensing and your chairman met with
several nours on each of three days, Sept. 22, 23, and 25th, 1977. 'l learred

that ke is of advanced middle age, vas a member of the Ifisscuri Synod until he 1rith-
dret; 1965, hed nc Seminary training, but taught Sunday Schcool in the Cleveland

crca Zor many years anc studied iueller's Christiar Dogmatics under the guidance of

a local TLutheran pastor. Around 1967 he was asked to serve a small group of Lutheran
Clristians wio also hac left the Missouri Synod for doctrinal reasons, and he accepted,
T ongrogation has 8 souls, holds %o the verbally inspired Scriptures and to the
Totheran Cenfessions, practices close comrunion, ard is firmly opposecd to any union-

stic activity., In cur meebings with Fastor ileller wve discussed such matters-a
d-pleasing unity, tnionism, separatism,; divorce, church and winistry, lodges,
couting, Christion giving, church fellouship, church and state, and such church bodles

the Tutheran Churches of the Reformation and the Church of the Iutheran Confession,

S

-

a5
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We are plensed to report that agreemcont was expressed in all points treated. This
was nost encouraging, and for this we praise our heavenly Father, We encouraged
Pastor Ifueller to keep in touch with us, attend our conventions, if possible, and
contect us for any further information, should he and his congregation be interested

in joining our fellouwship., Iet us renerber him and his little flock in our prayers

that, if God wills, unity be established betireen then and us.

With regard to certain pastors and congregations which left the Iutheran Churches
of the Reformation because they claimed 2 change in the latter's doctrinal position,
we have had no” further contact with them to date, in spite of our writing to their
representative, but we remain willirg to meet with them as a group or as individuals,
if thils cen be arranged.

Tlext in our report is the account of the third meeting held between the Cormis=-
sion on Doctrine and Practice of the Iutheran Churches of the Reformation and our
Committee on Lutheran Union. It took place at Peace Lutheran Church in Tinley Fark
on Iovember 12, 1977. Representing the ICR was its newly-elected Committee: Rev.
Pavl Koch; chairman, IaCrosse, Indiesna; Rev. Sheldon Twenge, iimneapolis; Rev. E.
Erickson, Ilidlend, Michigan; and 1ir. Herbert Gade, lfinneapolis. Our representatior,
the same as last year, consisted of your chairmen, Professor Mensing, Rev. James
Touecdtke, and I, David T. Mensing, substituting for Mr. Victor Bloedel of Seattle,
who could not attend.

Tae agenda for this meeting, mutually agreed upon by both cormittees at the last
neeting, was as followss "To settle ourselves on what constitutes a state of confec-
sion in the light of Holy Scripture ard then to discuss the application of the doz-
trines irvolved to specific cases, especially to the 0.L.C. split." It was also
mutually agreed at the start of this third meeting to include a brief explanation orf
the reasons for vhich several men had in recent years left the ICR. Pastor Paul Xoch
surnarized the entire situation by pointing out that the matter concerned proper,
Scriptural practice in the third step of Christian church discipline, Some held i3
Matt, 16:17 does not require a face~to-face meebing, although this is desirable, Lus
that if the one in discipline refuses to hear the church, either by rejecting its
admonition in person or by deliberately absenting himself from the meeting cf the
congregation without just cause, the church has the right to excommunicate such v
individual. Those who severed theilr affiliation with the ICR held to the former
position and claimed that the ICR vas no longer faithful to Ged's Word on this pcint,
Hovever, a study of llatt, 10:17 in the original Greel will shovw thabt a face-to-foce
confrontation before the step of excommunication is taken is not absolutely recuirsd
by these words of the ILord.

Following this, the meeting between our doctrinal committees continued with
further study of Pastor Bloedel's essay at the 1957 Convention of our Conference on
"The Mature of a True State of Confession.” The following sections were read and dis-
cussed, also in the light of the Bible passages contained therein: Admonition and
Iixhortation, Patience and Love, Severance of Fellowship, and Acknowledgement of true
Brethren and the Establishment of True Fellowship. The term "state of confession"
was thoroughly discussed and explained as an act of protext overagainst dectrinal
error, and when admonition has been given but not heeded, the process leads to
severance of fellowship. Thereupon our two committees expressed their unanimous
agreerment in the Scriptural nrinciples expressed in Pastor Rloedel's essay. DBoth
groups praised the Lord for His grace in leading us thus far in our meetings and
resolved to meet again, if possible, shortly after Easter. After a session of some
four hours, the meeting closed with silent prayer.

In early Npril of this year vour chairman contacted Pastor Koch to try to ar-
range another rceting of our doctrina:. committees. He regretfully informed us that
because of the firaneial picture in “their church body, their Commission would not be
able to meet 'rith us, and he added, M7z have had some defections recently,” but he
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did not explain further, only implyiang thet this development produced a financial
strain cn the remaining member congregations, We indicated our resret, too, and ex-
pressed the hope that our committees might meet agein in the fall.

e rejoice that to date our neetings with the ICR have besen most friendly ard
cordial and under God considerable progress has been made. There still are doctrinal
and practical issues to e discussed and agreed upon as we strive for a truly god—
pleasing unity. e assure you again bthat we will proceed cautiously in this matter
so as to avoid the development of an unscriptural fellowship, and we will be guided
alone by the Word of God in all decisions. We beseech your continued prayers that
God's blessing might rest upon future meetings with the Tutheran Churches of the
Reformation,

At last year'!s convenbion your Committee was instructed to complete i%s work on
the Guidelines for Colloquy and "submit them to all our pastors for their brotherly
consideration, suggestions, and approval.” This work has been comple"sed. and the
proposed Guidelines were submitted to our pastors for study at this year's Pastoral
Conference held last ednesday. Upon approval they will be put into use wvith such
individual pastors who, with taeir congregations, show interest in and desire o

establish fellowship with our Conference.

5
1

At our convention last year your Committee expressed the conviction tha
regard to the Church of the Lutheran Confession, it would accomplich »othin
sume negotbiations with that church body at the present time or in the nez: :tuturc
because our mecting with them in 1968 reached an impasse on the docrinc of Church
and :Hnistry with definite disagreement between both groups. Hewsver, thc Joor was
left open for pessible further discussions.

[S)

towith

)C“)
¢

This year one of our sister congregations, St. Stephen's of ilmot, has brmm'h"’
a Memorial to the attention of our Conference, desiring that negotiaticas be resumed
with the COIC in the light of its amplified Theses for the members of
Ny a
jak

"J
& 5

—73
A b as for their study el a1 +43 TTh +
rmittee for their study and evaluaticn., While our Committee was nnt

officially on this matter, a preliminary perusal of the material see
no change in the position of this church bedy on Church and ldnist»y. Hx
til our Cormittee as such comes to a decision on this matter, future actio
held in abeyance. Tle believe that if thorough and prayerful study of th:
the Church of the Iutheran Confession reveals that a new approach “c t
warranted, we would endeavor to arrange such a meeting with ther at
possible time.

In closing this report, we now submit to you the following raceorm~noniong:

ICR as J.ong as the agenda agreed upon is followed
is nade toward finding true unitys

2) That the neirly-elected Union Committee retain the some ind'vidua
negotiating -~ "+ with the ICR because of their familiarity. af
thorough study, with the matters under discussion in our weeting
that church body; and

3) That the nevly-elected Union Ccmmittes orayerfully study %m Thoses o
Church and 1Enistry of the Church of the Iwtheran Confescion and our
oun Theses and determine "hether they varrant resumphticn of wmeebtings
betireen our Conference and the COIC, a positive decision Lo bc based on
firm evidence bthat their official doctrinal position or thesc teachings
has changed and agrees with Holy ity or, if we do nobt find their
position to hon2 shanged, that, upon an inquiry initisted by our Com-
nittee on Lutheran Union, they indicate their willingne~c tc mseb vith
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us to study, examine, and possibly to re-evaluate their position on the
basis of Scripnture alone and give us at the same time opportunity to
explain and defend our theses on the same basis."

How may the Lord of the Church help uvs to continue faithfully in this important
work of fellowship negotiztions and to prey rith Luther, "llay God, the Father of all

mercy,

give unto us through Christ Jesus, His Son, the Spirit of unity and the power

to do His willl"

T
A"

Respectfully sukmitted,

Rev. 0.1, 3chaefer, chairman
Professor H, David lensing
Rev, James 1, Tuedtke

Ifr, Victor X, Bloedel

GUIDELTNES FOR COLLCOUY

(Adopted, Please see lfinutes of Saturday's session.)

;

I. Personal Information of Applicant:

Hame:

Address:

Phones

Birthdate and place:

Are you a citizen of the United States?
Yarital status (if divorced, specify):
Nurber of children and their present status:
Years in active lfinistrys
Parishes served (give dates and
Former Symodical Affiliations
Reasons for Severance:

How were your relations otherwises

Reasons for desiring colloquy in the Concordia Iutheran Conference:
Current Occupation and TPinancial Status:

Condition of Health:

IT. Educational Information of Applicant:

A

[o=]

Tlementary and Secondary Schools attended (give dates):

Colleges and/or wniversities attended (give dates and degrees earned and
submit transcript of credits):

Seminary attended (give dales and submit transcript of credits):

Were you gradvated?

Other study pursued after graduation:

Personal talents and interests (music, language, public speaking, sports,
hoblbies, etc.):

ITT, Information regarding Applicant's public testimony on matters of doctrine and

lifes

Aa

Pertinent Correspondence:

Official recordss

Tetters of Protest:

Convention and Pastoral Conference Dssays:
Other nublic vritings:

IV, Information regarding Applicant!s aptness to teach and preachs

.A.O

Ixanination of materials used in various instructional classes

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

- 31 -

Study of several sermon manuzcripts preached on regular or special occasions
Audit of at least two sermons by the applicant, at least one by personal
audit and observation; others via tapes or otherrise

Ixanples of proper division of Law and Gospel

Pastoral Theology: A discussicn of various cases

Catechization of Children and Adults - theory and actual examples

V. Information regarding Applicant's cualifications for the ministry in the light

of I

Timothy 3 and Titus 1:
(Consideration of each item here set forth.)

VI. Infermation regarding Applicantts agreement with the Confessional Position
of the Concordia ILutheran Conference:

B.

Brief dogmatics review.

Applicant's position as to the Lutheran Confessions

Unity, Union, Unionism, Separatism, Selective Telloirship

Authority of local congregation and of conference, and their relation
Lodges, Scouting, and other Organizations

The popular dance and similar sins and temptations of our day
freewill offerings vs, Bazaars, Suppers, etc. Ministerial salary.
Adiaphora and Christian liberty

Other matters of Doctrine and Practice (including Bible Translations)

VII. Inforration regarding Applicent from other pastors and/or laymen:

VIII. Submit, in your oim handuriting, ~ monograph of about 50C words concerning your
desire to enter our ministry.

IDHORIAL TO THE 1978 CQWWENTION OF THE CONCCRDIA ILUTIERAK CONFLRIMCE

Submitted by St. Stephen's Ev, ILutheran Church, Tilmot, South Dakota

PIEASE IIQTE: Concerning the action of the convention cn this memorial, please

1THEREAS

VTHEREAS

THEREAS

THEREAS

see the lnutes of the "riday afternoon session.

our Concordia Lutheran Conference Constitution states that one of its ob=-
jects is, "Joint effort toward god-pleasing union with other Lutherans,
nanely such union as is based upon the wnity of the spirit--full agreement
in doctrine and practice on the basis of God's Word," (irt. III, Sec. 3);
and

the Church of the Lutheran Confession is a conservative Tutheran body which
is always willing to give testimony concerning its faith and doctrinal pos-
ition "in meekness and reverence -toward God's Holy ord," as its latest
Proceedings indicate (1976, ». 26): and

(0]

2

our Conferencet!s doctrinal rosition appears to be very close to that of the
Church of the Lutheran Confession'!s in all areas ulth the exception of the
doctrines of the Church and Ministry; and

our Conference states in its Theses on these doctrines (entitled, "This
Scriptural Position Tle Still Hold") that "representatives of the Concordia
Tutheran Conference will be happy to meet with representatives of the church

cusg with us these

n aacl cur Former ho d

R ) ES e s 135
OOCLEeS COonprisew OI our 1Iorner brethren who desire to di

(=4
Theses in the interest of true Iutheran wity;" (n. 3); and

it has been 10 years since our Conference has met with the Church of the
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Tutheran Confession to discuss the doctrines of the Church and Ministry, at
which time the door was left open to further discussion of the matter; and

WHEREAS the Church of the Lutheran Confession has since that time amplified and ex~
plained further its Theses on Church and Ministry in printed form: and

WHEREAS further discussions based alone upcn God's Word concerning the doctrines of
the Church and Ministry could produce abundant fruit and lead to a goc-
rleasing unity between our church bodies under the Lord, who is able to do

"exceeding abundantly above 511 that we ask or think," (Eph. 3:20); therefore

BE IT RESOIVED +that the opinion excressed in our Conference'!s official Proceedings
in the Report of the Committee on Iutheran Union (1977 p. 2L) be reversed,
namely the opinien which states, "because of the impasse that was reached
fi.e., in the 1968 meetings with the COIC) your Cormittee believes that it
would accomplish nothing to resume negotistions with the Church of the
Lutheran Confession at the prcsent time or in the near future;" and

BE IT FURTHR RESOIVED that the members of our Committee on Lutheran Unicn obtain
copies of the Chrreh of the Lutheran Confession's amplified Theses on the
Church and Ministry and study these diligently as individuals and as a
group in order to prepare for doctrinal discussions with the Church of the
Tutheran Confessions and

BE IT FURTHCR RESOIVED that our Conference through its Committee on Lutheran Union
make definite and concrete efforts to meet with that Ghurch body in the
interect of 2 god~pleasing unity and at the same tine solicit the prayers,
encouragement and financial support of the lay members of our Conference.

(Tris memorial was approved by a special Voters' Meeting of St. Stephen's
Tuthoran Church, held Sunday, ilay 7, 1978.)

Signed, Rev. James U, Luedtke, Pastor

REPCRT OF THE COILIOTTEE (¥ (IISSICNS
Dear Brethren:

"A Cheistian is a missionary by virbue of his Christianity, And the pastor not
only becauses of his personal Christianity, but also because of his ealling end his
leadership in the church, is pre-eminently such, & Christian congregation there-
fore dare not be satisfied to have the Gospel only for itself and of its children,
but rust preach it also to the unchurched in its oun community, in adjacent terri-
tory, in distant parts of the world, even to the uttermost parts of the earth, Acts
1:3. 4 Choistiar pastor is in dubty bound to instruct his congregation accordingly
and to persuade it to be active in the mission-work of the Church by prayer, by per-
scnal testimony and efforts in winning the wnchurched, and by supporting the worl of
the Church at large...by their liberal contributions. The pastor himself ought to
be a nissionary leader; he ought to have a passion for souls, Matt: 9:36; II Cor,
S:ll; latt. 15:27-295 20:25-20." (Fritz, Pastoral Theology, p. 283, 1932 Ld.)

This quotation from a [lormer professor of Pastoral Theology in Concordia Theo-
logical Seminary; St. Louls, lissouri, serves to introduce our mission report this
yezr and to point us to the important fact that mission work is the individual re-
sponsibillty of overy Christian as well as the group responsibility of the congre-
gation and of the Church at large, such as our Concordia Tutheran Conference, e
of the lilssion Cumittbee are well avare that zeal for mission work rust come first
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of 211 frcm the hearts of each individual member and that only through such zeal will
any missicn endeavor of our Conference ever succeed. It is for this reason that

your committee saw fit during this year to write and develop a mission tract entitled
"Helpful Hints for Personel Christiaen ilission Uork." As the title itselv shows, this

Q!
tract gime 2t helnine the individual Christian his evervday mission ovnortunities,
aims at indilviocual Christian nNls everyday mlssion Opportuniiles,

viat v LCapLlly ViiS UL

W
5

This tract greu out of a presentation that your present ifission Committee chair~
man gave to his own congregation last Fail in connection with its annual Idssion
Festival., In the form of ten guidelines, it was aftervard sutmitted to the Confer-
ence president for review and approval, at which time it undervent anpropriate
changes, Then, copies of the presidente-approved draft were sent to all iission Com-
mittee members. Scrie of the comnittee members had other suggestions and chaiges
which were gratefully recelved, and, after consideration, incorporated into the pro-
posed tract. As the Idssion Commitiee chairman, it was very gratifying for me to re-
ceive thoughtful responses {rom the committee members and T belisve that they apprec—
iated having bhe oprortunity to participate in the Conference's work during the year,

In its final form, "Helpful Hints for Personal Christian ifission Work" was sub-
mitted to our Publishing House about the end of iarch for publication as an official
Conference tract, It mas left up to the good judgment of the Publishing House to set
the tract into an appropriate and pleasing format for publication. llopefully, under
the Lordis blessing, this tract 17ill soon be available for distribution, It is the
recormendation of the HMission Ccmmivhee that this tract, when ready, be advertised
in our official organ, The Conccrdis Lutheran, so that there is opportunity for sales
that will make its nrinting ecomomically feasible.

You camittee recognizes that a mission tract is not 2 magical formula that will
solve all the missions problems of our Conference. Hovever, ve are aware of the
feelings of individusl Christians when they are suddenly faced with mission opportun-
ities in their daily lives., As one of our commitiee members expressed it, "It secms
it is alirays so easy to confess our faith when we are around other Christians but e
are afrald (ashamed?) when talking with unbelievers," It is owr hope therefore that
this tract, by its simple, straightforward and concise form will be an aid and en-
conragement for each of us in our dav to day mission work,

Turning now briefly to one other item concerning the Mission Committee, your
cormittee chairman received a letter from Trinity Tutheran Church, Coos Bay (Tast-
side) Cregon dated June li, 1976. As our delegates know, Trinity congrezation is
presently vithout a regular pastor and is being served by Pastor Natterer of ILebanon,
Oregon. The lebter from Trinity stated, "The Voters of Trinity Lutheran Church do

hereby request liissicn Subsidy for th~ fiscal year 78-79 in the amount of $h800,007
effective upon bhe acceptance of a Livine Call."

To refresh our memories, in 1975 Trinity congregzation, then called St. John's
Lutheran IMission, vas granted a subsidy of SLOQ a month or $L3C0 a year, "to be begun
upon the acceptance of a Divine Call, the subsidy to be revieved annually at the con-
vention." (1975 Proceedings, p.h0) /4s is shewn in this year's convenion Prospectus,
p.li; the amount of $L8CO was incorncrated into the Conference’s Tinances under bhe
idssion Fund in the !77-78 budget. It is the reccmmendation, then, of the IMssion
Comnittee to this convention that thé amount of $LBCO™ for lission Subsidy be made
avallable to Trinity Lutheran Church, Coos Bay (Dastside), Ore. for the fiscal year
1978-79 according to their request, l.e,, "effective upon the acceptance of a Divine
Call."

SR

Respectfully submitted,

Rev, James 'V, Luedtke, chairman

“For the revisicn of this figure to $5180, see iiinutes, Sunday's session.

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)
-3l -
REPORT Cr* THE COILIITTEZS (i THEOLCGICAL EDUCATICH
Dear Brethren:

The highlight in our Seminary »rogram this last year was the graduation of Ir,
Randall Styx on Sunday, June 11lth. The President of our Seminary had recuested the
undersigned to preach the sermon at the Graduation Service, but due to rcasons of a
very practical nature it was not thought advisable for him to make the trip to Tin-
ley Park, Illinois; ccnsequently, President Schaefer preached the sermon and Prof-
essor Ilensing was bthe liturgist at the service. Our prayers ascend to the Thrcne
of Grace in behalf of our Candidate for the Pastoral Office that the Lord of the
Church may pour out upon him the sevenfold gifts of His Holy Spirit that he might
prove to be a faithful steward in the Lord!'s Vineyard! (Isaiah 11:¢2)

e arc also pleased to report that r., David T. u~n81ng, a student of theclegy
at our Seminary, has completed his third academic year and is preparing to enter his

year of wvicarage. Our Scminary Faculty sgent out notification of this fact Ilast month

to find out if any of our congregations were interested in requesting him as a vicar,
If not, then beginning with September, 1978, Student Illensing would serve hls vicarage
in his home congromation, Peace Ev, Tutheran Church of Tinley Park, Illinois, Apgain,
ue pray that the Lord's blessings may accompany the work done by Vicar llensing so
that the congregation in which he serves as vicar may also reap the fruits of his
labors!

As in the past, so also now, we earnestly plead with the individual members of
the congregations in our Conference to flood the Threone of Grace with their fervent
prayers to increase the number of qualified students in our Seminary. After all,
dees not the Lord of the Church command us, ”Fray ye therefore the Lord of the har-

Vpcu. wnav He will send forth laborers into His harvest?! (T"'d.L)U. / )8) And does not
He also assure us, "The effectual fervenv prayer of a righteous man availeth ruch?

(James 5:16) "Iet us thevefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that e may
chtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." (Heb. L:16)

Respectfully submitted,

Rev, il L. NMatterer, Chairman

REPORT OF THD SBEIIWARY PRESIDINT
Deer Brethren in the Lord:

“The Lord hath done great things for uss whereof e are glad.” (Ps. 126:3) '"Be
thankful unto Hin, and bless His nouel” (Ps. 1C0:hb) TIn the light of these words o
the beloved Psalmist, e, the faculty and students of our beloved Seminary, asi JOU
delegates and all the members of our Conference, to join us in declaring ouvr grati-
tude to God for His many blessings upon the work of our Seminary during its ninth
year of opcraticn. Once more His mercles uwere necv unto us every morning, and His
faithfulness toward us continuved rith each pa931 g day,., Bub where we have failed
because of our sinful wealmess, e bessech God to pardon us, for the sake of Jesus

Christ, our Lord. t 1s He alone vho has guided and blessed us during the past
year of teaching and learning, and to Hinm we turn for our direction and strength
also in the future,

i

The ninth year of our Seminary began on llonday, October 3, 1977. The student
body consisted ol iir, Gerald Iuedtke of Park Forest, Illinois; Ir, David T. ionsing
of Orland Park, T11.; and Iir. Randall Styx of Tlnley Parlr, T11l., Because of the
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necessary secular work of the students, certain adjustments had to be made in the-
scheduling of classes, but the requirements for courses were in no way sacrificed,
and the standards of the Seminary remained as high as always.

During the first semester Professor Mensing taught Dogmatics ITI, New Testament
Greek (Grammar), and a supervisory Hemiletics course. Your President taught Logie,
Symbolics I, Pastoral Theology, Iiturgics, and a supervisory Hemiletics course. To-
gether with church duties for which each professor was also responsibls, the schedule
every week was very full and demanded most cereful budgeting- of time for study and
proper preparation. The first semester closed on February 3, 1978, following final
examinations,

After a2 semester bresk of one week classes resumed on February 13, 1978, Fol-
lowing the pattern of the first semester, classes were held on Monday and Thursday
evenings and on Friday morning. During the second semester Professor Mensing taught
New Testament Greek (Advanced Grammar) and a supervisory Homiletics course; your
President taught Dogmatics I, Symbolics I, New Testament Isagogics, Pastoral Theology,
and a supervisory Homiletics course. The second semester concluded on June 9th after
three days on which examinations were given. We are happy to report tlat it was
possible to accelerate the work in many of the courses to some degree in accord with
the resolution of the convention three years ago.

During the past Seminary year Students Mensing and Styx had opportunity to gain
further practical experience by assisting with the liturgy and by preaching in the
pulpit of Peace Ev, Lutheran Church in the regular services and also in midweek-
Ienten services. The messages of these students are thoroughly Christ-centered, a
Jjoy to hear, truly edifying, and delivered with fervor and conviction.

Less than two weeks ago, Mr. Randall Styx was graduated from our Seminary in the
second service of its kind since the establishment of our institution in Tinley Park
in 1969. It took place in the Sunday service of Peace Ev, Lutheran Church on June
11th, Your President delivered the scrmen on the topic, "The Beauty of the Christian
Ministry," basing his message on Is 6:8, and also conducted the Graduation ceremouny,
assisted by Associate Professor Mensing, who was also liturgist for the special ser~
vice, Congradulatory communications were during the service from the Committee on
Theological Education and from our sister churches in the Conference. The Lord
granted beautiful weather for this occasion, and after the service a delicious buffel
Iuncheon and reception were held on the grounds of Peace Church. A pleasant after
noon of Christian fellowship was enjoyed by all in attendance.

Around the middle of May a letter was sent to all our congregations, infcrming
them that Mr. Styx would complete the preseribed curriculum of our Seminary by the
end of the first full week in June and upon graduation would become a Candidate of
the Reverend Ministry (c.r.m.) and eligible for a Solemn Call. ALs of this writing,
Mr. Styx has recelved a divine call from Trinity Lutheran Church of Lastside, Ore-
gon, but no decision has been reached to date. We extend our sincerest congratuals-
tions to him upon his graduation and pray God to guide him in his prayerful delibei.-
ations and shower His richest blessings upon his labors as a faithful worker in the
vineyard of the ILord,

During the past school year we acquired various theological books, many of
which, long out of print, were obtained at a reasonable price from the libraries ol
deceased or retired Lutheran pastors with whose families we established contact and
from them received wonderful cooperation and assistance in supplying our needs. For
this help we are most grateful. '

This year our Seminary also acquired a program clock and buzzer intended to

regulate the prompt beginning and closing of classes and other meetings. It was felt
that this would be a worthwhile addition to our equipment, and monies given in the
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past for just such needs covered the expense., Ve intend to install this clock during
the summer months so as to be ready for use at the start of the fall semester.

Speaking of monetary gifts for Semirnary purposes, we received during the past
year & gift-of ten dollars from the Young People'!s Group of Peace Lutheran Church,
Tinley Park, for the previously mentioned "bell" system. We also received three
donations totaling $33.65 from Concord Free Lutheran Church in Yestiake , Ohio, the
Rev, E.C, llueller, pastor, This independent congregation of less that a dozen souls
has been sending periodic gifts to ocur Seminary for over a year because, as its pas-
tor stated in a letter, this church wants "to aid those who, like us, are striving
to spread and maintain the pure Word of God with His help." All gifts have been duly
acknowledged by an official letter from your Seminary President. Ifay the fine Chris-
tian example of these donors move others to bring special gifts for our Seminary as
well as for other Conference endeavors as the Lord has prospered them! Such offerings
given in His name and to His glory will be graciously rewarded by our loving Savior,
and they will continue to serve His cause long after we have departed this life and
entered our home above.

During the coming summer months it is our hope to complete the project of a new
Seminary Catalog with its necessary revisions and additions as well as the inclusion
of suitable pictures. As soon as this is available, our congregations will be not-
ified.,

As we review the past Seminary year, faculty and students are most grateful to
almighty God for His many blessings, especially for His pure Word, which guided and
sustained us every day and around which we pathered each week in solemn chapel devo-
tions to be strengthened and inspired for our tasks. Here we must acknowledge again
with profound thanks the loving service of Mrs. H. David Mensing, who faithfully
served as organist for these devotions.

As we look ahead to the tenth year of our Seminary work, Student Gerald Il.
Tuedtke will be taking such courses as can be conveniently scheduled for him., Stu-
dent David T, Mensing, having completed his third academic year, is eligible to be
a Vicar starting in September of this year. As ve know, the purpose of a vicarage
is to give the student adequate practical training in regular preaching, teaching,
prastoral counseling, and all other phases of pastoral theology in a local congrega-—
tion of our fellowshin under the supervision of its pastor of pastors. This experi-
ence will be of substantial benefit to the student not only during his final year of
study, but also for his future labors as a pastor of a Chrlstlan congregation. Ac-
cordingly, around the middle of IRy the faculty addressed a letter to all our
churches, asking if any desired the services of a Vicar for the coming year, Since
no requests were recelved, Peace Lutheran Church extended a diploma of Vicarage to
ifr, Hensing to be in effect from September 15, 1978 to June 15, 1979. Ifr. lensing

also plans to take at least one course in our Seminary during his vicarage. Ilhay
the blessing of the Lord rest upon the labors of our students as they contlnue their
preparation for service in His vineyard!

As we bring our report to a close, it cannot be emphasized enough that our vital
work in the Seminary must go forward and that we desperately need ministerial stu-
dents now and in years to come if our children and theirs are to have the pure Word
and Sacraments in their midst. The fact that we have WO prospects at this time con~
tinues to be a serious matter requiring prayerful consideration by every congregaticn
in our Conference and by every member in those churches. Iay people, parents, and
pastors, let us all continue to offer fervent prayers for our Seminary, asking God to

"send forth laborers into His harvesb," (If t,t 9:38); let us do all we can to recrul'b
new S"Gud’c‘l’l’bo, for it is a fact that our pabuu.{.b are growing older and the yuan;u.x..x_.l_'by
of death or incapacitating illness is ever present; and let us contribute to our
rastoral training program as the Lord has blessed us so that His Vord may reign in
truth and purity among us and among generations to come! DMay this be the firm re-
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golve of each and every one of us to do his part to keep ocur Seminary functicning
to God's glory and the welfare of the Church of today and tomorrow!

Y 1
On behelf of the sincerely
o

T
bers for their prayers and gifts in the past as well as Peach Congregation i'or the
continued use of its facilities. God bless you richly for your intercst and sup-
port! May He enable you to continue to pray and give for this vital cause in ocur
midst! To that end we say with the hymn writer:

+ar anel n+1wrb~v\
19 (33 [SRVEVICASIAY

n thank all our conferer

Lord, bless Thy Vord alway,
Cur souls forever feeding;
And may ve never lack

A failthful shepherd!s leading!
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REPORT OF THE FINANCE COIZITTEE FOR THE PAST FISCAL YEAR, 1977 - 1978
Dear Brethren in Christ:

The past year has been a busy one for your Treasurer and for the Finance Com-
mittee. To begin, the loan authorized by last year's convention was made from the
General to the Seminary Fund. To keep the figures simple, $1,400 was transfered to
cover the $1,303.33 deficit existing at that time in the Seminary Fimd. The status
of this loan has been reflected in most of the monthly Treasurer's Reports. Since
recelpts in the Seminary Fund during the first three months of the fiscal year were
still quite low, it became necessary to make an additional loan of $600 during the
month of August, making the total amount loaned from the General Fund to the Semin~
ary Fund $2,000,

During theose first few months your committee was also busy in sending out the
budget referendum which was submitvted to the congregatiens by the comvention. Appar-
ently not all of the congregations were able to respond by August 15, as had been
requested; for all the responses vere not received by the Treasurer until a week into
September. Then, since the response of the referendum was scmewhat offset by very
low receipts during ths summer, your comittee conferred by letter and by phone, to
determine, to the best of its ability, the will of the Conference, so that it could
report the results of the referendum to the Conference President and the financial
worle of the Conference could proceed. As you will recall, the referendum passed

"Plan A" in both funds, with the exception that salary increases would comnence in
September instead of at the begimning of the Tfiscal year.

Since that time receipts in bobh our working funds have kept pace fairly well
with on going expenses, In Iovember there were sufficient funds in the Seminary Fund
to make a partial repayment of the loan from the General Fund and $L00 was therefore
transferred back to the General Fund, Since, however, sufficient funds to offset
the surmer deficit were not received, the Seminary Fund cxperienced a net loss for
the year of $114.93. (This of course does not include the amount loaned.) The Gen-
eral Fund (not counting the loan) experiented a net gain of $73:7L.

During the Fall of this year it came to the attention of your Treasurer that the
conference should have what is called a "tax number" to comply with federal regula-
tions regarding incorporated organizations. (Each of our congregations should also
have such a number.,) The Treasurer therefore conferred with the Internal Revenue
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Service office in his locality and mace application for such a number. There was no
special fee or requirements for this application. The number which has been issued
t0 our conference is 36-2949860, This number is used in such things as report forms
for our professors to use in making out their federal income tax returns. At this
point the question still remained as to whether the conference (as well as our indi-
vidual congregations) needed also to make application for and have on file in IRS re-
cords official "tax exempt status," the gpplication and processing of which is cuite
involved. Further study of IRS publications indicated however that our churches and
our conference are among those organizations which are tax exempt automatically, and
therefore, while they may have official record on file with IRS, are not required to
wake formal application.

Finally, toward the end of llarch, requests for pledges for the next fiscal year
were sent to the member congregations. The committee wishes to thank all the coengre-
gations for the quickness of their responses. The detalls of these responses will
be token up in the Report of the Budget which is scheduled for tomorrew afternoon.

In generel we have much for which to be thankful this past year. Iour committee
chairman believes the year to have been somewhat of a turning point in our confercnce
finances, for although there were some difficult times at the start, the continually
increasing deficit in the Seminary Fund is no longer a part of our finencial picture
and a steady growth in all other funds is evident, so that our current talance in
all funds now exceeds $41,000, May we 211 truly give thanks for these and 21l of the
meny rich blessings which the Lord has bestcwed upon us.

Respectfully Submitted,
Randall D. Styx, chairman
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REPCRT OF THD FIMAIICE COMIITTEE CQICIRNING THE BUDGLT FOR FISCAL, 1978 - 1979
Dear Brethren in Christ:

As was reported to you in ocur letter of l=y 6, the results of our request for
pledges is as follows:

GIIERAL TUID SEIITARY TUVD
per month for the year per nonth fer the year
Trinity 1,00 168,00 35,00 -1120,00
Peace 75.C0 900,00 1150.00 5,L00.00
St. John's 10.CO 126.00 250.00 3,0C0.00
St. Iuke's 18.C0 216.C0 72,C0 861,00
St. Stephents___ 30,00 360.C0 - 310,00 3.720,00
S1L7.00 $1,70L.00 $1,117,.00 $13,LCL.C0
LITSSICHT FUND
ver umonth for the year
Trinity = e —
Peace 200,00 2,100.C0
St John's 30.00 360.00
St. Iuke's 10.CO ] 120.C0
5t. Stephen's  100.CO ~1,200.20
$310.C0 &1.,080.T0
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7ith these pledges and with the needs of our conference in mind your committee
has prepared the following initial budget proposal:

gL o B Ul tLALL Uil

Concordia Lutheran, S,D, 66L.CO Professor's Salary  7,26L.80
Telephone Expense 200,C0 Housing Allowance 3,600,00
Travel Expense L50,C0 Assce. Prof. Sal, 2,288,40
Convention Expense 300.¢C0 Facilities 100,00
Hiscellzneous 150.C0 Library 10,00
TCTAT $1,76l.CO Steek 65.C0

Periodicals 65,00

iliscellaneous 10.00

£13,0,03.20

IIISSTON FUID: To be determined upon receipt of a request. The limit authorized
for this past year was $L,800, This amount is subject to annual
review, Funds available this year are $1,080 in pledges plus pos-
sibly interest ($ 1,100 last year) and/or funds from current balance
of $ 22,000+,

In the above figures you will nobte some changes from those last year. Their
explanation follows:

GENERATL FUWD: Concordia ITutheran, Special Distribution: Iast year the figure was
$1000, Since no request for additional funds was received from the publishing houre
or Editorial Committee, the figure of $1000 was again chosen to be the base figur=,
Fufthermore, since the publishing has already been paid $333.33 for 686,67 copies
(average figures for two issues) which, due to the cancellation cf the first Lo is-
sues of 1978, were not sent out, this amount has bsen applied to the new fiscal year;
the remaining amount to come from fiscal 1976-79. A minor additional adjustrent of
$3.00 (for six copies) was made so that the total budget figure would not excezd the
anownt pledged.

Travel Fund: Increased from §2C0 to cover the cost of long distance travel ex-
pense for the Seminary President's convention trip end for additional anticipated cosv
for travel of the Committee on Lutheran Union in abtlending meetings with othar cca-
servative groups. TFurthermore, we should really change the current payment rate of
5¢ per mile for auto travel expense to a realistic figure.

SEMINARY FUID: Salary items reflect an increase of only 1.3%. Periodicals and
stock items are both increased from $50.C0 due to risinz costs of periodicals and of
books purchased for eventual repurchase by seminary students. ILibrary is asain low
since most expenditures are to come from the special Library Fund.

Since no revisicn of pledges has been reccived by your commitvtee, your camittee
recommends adoption of this budget as presented. It is to bec ncted that all proposad
expenditures are covered by pledged receipts from our member congregations.  There
should therefore be no need for a referendum which, under the circumstances; would
cause vnnecessary delay and confusion in our financial work, especially 00ﬂ51der1ng
the fact that we have elected 2 new man to the office of Treasurer who will of neccs-
sity need some time to hecome fully acquainted with our financial workings.

Your cocnmittee further recommends thal the convention authorize 2t Ieash SLECC
to be available to Trinity Lutheran Church, our sister congregation in Coos Day (East-
side), upon the acceptance of their extended Divine Call, should they request such
assistance,

To cover this expenditure there are $1,000 in pledged receipts plus an sstimated

income of more than $1000 in interest. Thus there should be nc need to dip into the
balance of that fund at this time, but it can rather be reserved for scme cther specilal
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mission endeavor.

Your committee also recormends we continue to authorize bthe avallability of
$1000 from the General Fund to the Publishing House for the purpose of implementing
the program of establishing and maintaining a stock of orthodox Christian bocks and
other literature for purchase by our people.

Please note that the Board of Directors has formulated two recommendations for
your consideration regarding finances (see Minutes of Saturday afternocon sessicn).

As we look ahead, then, may we all with one accord approach our Lord in prayer
that He would guide our decisions now concerning our budget that they may ke truly
god~pleasing., And let us also give thanks to Him for the evident prospect that also
our joint financial workings will continue to grow and become stronger, to His prailse
and glory.
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Respectfully submitted,

Randall D, Styx, chairman
Renald Schlaht

larry Reil

Glen Frerichs
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FOIAL REPCRT OF THE FRIANCE COIZIITIE

The convention has recommitted to this committee the matter of the budget
with regard to the General and Seminary Funds: and

The convention approved the amendment changing the General Fund item, "Con-

cordia Iubheran, Special Distribubion” to "Operational Subsidy - Scriptural
Publications" and changing the amount budgeted from $66L.CC to $1000,00; and

This committee was requested to include in its final report some provision
for the cost of printing the conference Constitution and the seminary cata-
log--the estimated cost of which, as ascertained from the Chairman of the
Publishing House Board of Control, is appreximately $170.C0; and

It has been the expressed will of the conference and its member congrega-
tions that budgets passed by the conventicn not exceed the amotnt pledged
by our member congregations; and

The Seminary Fund budget as initially presented by the Finance Cormittee
is within the amount pledged by our member congregations; and

- I3

as amended by the convention exceeds

g T aam

The General Tund budget proposal
amount pledged in this fund; and
The publishing house has continuing costs which still exist even if no
Concordia Iutheran were printed, which costs amount to approximately $810,
and

Receipts from other sources still leave approximately $190 yet requiring

receiptssy and
The current balance in our publishing house treasury is quite low at this

time, which means it needs sowe income immediately before further work can
proceed; and
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TTHEREAS: The amount currently pledged in the General Fund would cover the costs of
only half the normal amount or size of Concordia Iutheran; therefore

THE FINAIICE COIZIITTEE RECOIIENDS we adopt the Seminary Fund budget as proposed ini=-
tially by the Finance Cormittes, the understanding being--~as was resclved
last year=~that the loan continue to be reraid as sufficient monies are
available. (See Proceedings 1977, v. L0.)

THE COILITTEL FURTHER RECOIIEINDS we consider the following budget for the General
Fund and that passage of same be subject teo a referendum of our member con-~
gregations (the understanding being that we would this year dip into the
General Fund balance to meet these expenditures; thus the referendum would
be decided by a yes or no vote):

Cper, Sub., Seript. Pub, $100C,00 Telephone Expense  $2C0,00
ravel Expense $750,00 Convention Ixpense $300,CO
Constitution and Seminary idscellaneous $150.00
catalog printing costs $170.C0
TOTAL: $2,570,00

THE COITITTEE FURTIFR RICOIMIENDS that a payment of $500 be made immediately to the
publishing house tc cover immediate on-going expenses;

THE COIETITTED FURTHER RICCIIEDS that if the referendum should be lost, the Editorial
Committee be authorized to decrease by one half the amount or size of Con-
cordia Lutherans published this fiscal year.

Respectfully submitted,
Randall D. Styx, chairman

FIAT DUDGET FCR FISCAL YCAR, 1978 - 1979
GHIERAL FUID -~

Cperatiocnal Subsidy:

Seriptural Publications $ 1,000,00
Telephone Ixpense 200,00
Travel Expense 750,C0
Convention Lxpense 300,C0
iiscellaneous 150.C0
TOTAT, % 2,570,C0

SEHINARY FUMND ~=

Frofessorts Salary S 7,261,80
Housing Allcwance 3,600.00
Assoc. Prof,'s Salary 2,288.40
Facilities 100.C0
Library 10,00
Stock 65,20
Periodicals 65.00
Ifiscellaneous -~ 10,00
TGTAL %13,L03.20

MISSICH FUMD -- L total of $5,100.C0 has been allocated for lission Subsidy to Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, Coos Bay (ZDastside), Oregoen.
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TITTIAL REPCRT OF TZE AUDITING COILITTEE

A, Ve have examined the boocks of the Treasurer of the Conference and have found them
to e in good order.

Cn behalf of the Conference, we wish to extend our sincere thanks to lir. Randall
Styx for his careful, exacting, diligent and faithful work during the past three
years as Conference Treasurer. We wish the Lord's gracious blessings upon him
in the future as a graduate of our Seminary and as a Candidate for the Reverend
Ministry in our midst.

B. Up to this time, the books of the Business llanager of our Publishing House,
Scriptural Publications, were not available to the Auditing Committee for exam~
ination. Therefere we are not able to report on the condition of these books at
this time. The committee hopes to audit these books yet during this convention
and bring our findings at a later session.

Ce. The guditing committee has one reccmmendation to the convention as follows: that
the Conference change its method of auditing the Treasurer's books, substituting
a paid, professional audit for the former method of audit by appointed committee
and that such professional audit of past records be conducted every four years
and upon every change of treasurer.”™

Respectfully submitted,

Rev, James T], Tuedtke, chairman
Loren Dirksen
Larry Turner

*The disposition of "C!" was to commit this recommendation to the
Finance Committee for study, and that this committee's recommendation
be brought to the 1979 convention for consideration. (See liinutes of
Saturday's sessien,)

FINAT REPORT OF THE AUDITIIG COMIITTEER

We have examined the books of the Business Manasger of the Publishing House,
Scriptural Publications, and have found them to be in good order.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev, James U. Tnedtke, chairman

Loren Dirksen
Tarry Turner

- - o s o o et 2 2 e e s
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REPCRT OF THE COIITITTEE CIf REGISTRATICH AID TXCUSES

I. Initial Report:

A, The following are eligible for seating as delegates:

St. Jon's Congregation: Pastor M. L, Hatterer
Iarry Turner
Ifichael Fischer

St. Luke'ts Congregation: Pastor P. R. Bloedel
Dale Ellis
Ronald Schlaht

Peace Congregation: Pastor H. David llensing
David T, llensing
Jeffrey Styx

St. Stephen's Congregation: Pastor James W, Luedtke
Iir. Howard Wenck™
Mr. Victor Reil

Trinity Congregation: Pastor 1l. L. Natbterer, Vacency Pastox

Ted Fischer
Loren Dirksen

*fr, Elmer Frerichs replaced I, Wenck, who was unable to abiand,
B. The following are alternate delegzates:

St. John's == Paul Natterer, Bill Schrader

S5t. Tuke's -~ Paul F, Tuedtke, Robert Bloedel

Peace == Randall D. Styx, Gerald I, Luedtke

Ste Stephen's -- Loeren Reil, Elmer Frerichs

Trinity -~ John Dirksen

C. A1l delegates have one vote each. This renders a total of 15 votes.

II. In this final report we inform the convention that the following res’stered

T [ 1
for this 27th annual meeting: Five pasters, including Prof. O, ', Schaefler in

advisory capacity; seven'been (17) lay delegates,
including alternates; forty-nine (h,) risitors;
Total registered number, sevealy--one (71).

Total attending convention Sunday service: 123,
Respectfully submitted,
Prof. O, W, Schaefer

Dale E, Tllis
Ted D. Fischer
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(ITUTSS OF TR 27th AUTUAL COTVILTION
of the COUCORDIA TUTIERAN COITEREICE

The 27th Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conferernce openzd o Juie
23, 1978 at 9:30 a.m, with a Divine Service in which President H. David ilensing
preached an edifying sermon on the basis of Eph. L:1=6, expounding upoa tie ~heuns
and motto of the convention, "Keep the Unity of the Spiriti" The liturgy for this
service was conducted by the local pastor, the Rev, :%, T. IT atierer.

The convention proper and the morning session opened at 11:10 a.ii. with a brued
devotion by President llensing. A prayer was offered and lle». L:il~16 ves rcad

The appointed committees, as outlined in the nomeonrapned Progpacwus p. 3, were
specified as they had been named in the June 22nd Doard of Directors ikeeting.

The initial report of the Committee on Registration and Txcuses was givon by
Professor 0., I, Schaefer., It was repcrted at the time that in the lilmot Congregation
alternate delegate ifr. Elmer Frerichs would take the place of delegate ilr. IHoward
Tenel: throughout the convention, and that for the Seatile Congregablo:
Bloedel was absent, the congrepation thus having only one rerresent
Paul F, Iuedtke at the present time. This yielded for all delerates a tota l of 1L
votes, every congregation hav:t.m 3 votes with the exception of St. Tw™els, Ssattle.

Following this report, President ilensing gave the chair to Vice-President 0. W
Schaefer and then presented his Amnuval Report. He began vith praise o the Lord for
another year of blessing upon our CIC., After setting forth the motvo or the con-
vention, "Weep the Unity of the Spirit," he reviewed briefly the woxl of ths com-

mittees and thus pointed the direction that our convention should be taking.

It was moved and seconded to accept the President's Repnort, sthject to the usual
review. Carried, Vice~president Schaefer proceeded 1o annoint thzs Camilites to Ne~

vier the President's Report. Rev, il, L. llatterer, chairman, Victeor Reil, and Paul
¥, Luedtke were apnointed.

In the presentation of the agenda, Presicdent llensing azain tool the chair. After
various adjustments the convention agreed by motion to follou as clescly as possible
the printed aganda provided.

Since there were no new members to receive into our Conference, the ~genda pro-
ceeded to the Press Comitiee Report. Vice-president Schaefer reported that the
local pastor, :I, L. Uatterer wvas subnitbting an article to the 1 ”“1 press, including
the basic facts conoerm.nﬂ the conventlon, and that the Press Commituee had acﬁrﬂvei

1
the release of the article.

It vas moved and seconded to accept the Press Comittee Repcrt, Cerried

The local pastor ammounced a Jate lunce, to be held at 12:30 p.m. and that
therefore the opening devotion follewing would be moved to 1:30 p.n. Tb mas then
noved and seconded to adjourn., Adjovrmlent follared at 12:00 noon.

The afterncon session was opened with a devotion by Rev. P. D. Dloodel. ILmm
L77 vas sung and Romans 12:1-16 and a prayer were reac. (Pastor Bloedelis presence
at the convention cave his congresation a full complement of votes. This yielded a
total of 15 votes for all congrezations as wenorted in the Report of ths Camitice
on Registration and TE-euses. See p. L3.)

The convention essay entitled, "Ilow the Unity of the 3pirit is Destroyed! was

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

- b5 -

then presented. Pert T, "Hou Unlonism in Particular Destorys the Unity of the
Spirit," by Pastor Bloedel was begun., The General Introduction and the Introduction
to Part I were read. It was pointed out in these portions what other factors be-
sides wnionisn destroy the unity of the Spirit.

The rencrt of the Finance Committee concerning the past fiscal year was then
given by committee chairman, Randall D, Styx. Ilimeographed I'inancial Reports for
fiscal year 1977-70 were first passed ocut to the delegates. After these vere care-
fully examined, the chairman read his revort concerning the past fiscal vear.

It was meved and seconded to adopt thie Finance Committee's report of the past
fiscal year. Carried.

At 3100 n.1, the afternoon recess was observed.

At 3:20 p.ri. the Uominating and Tlections Coviittee began its vorlz. The elec-
tions proceeded as followurss

T'oinations for Presidont: Pastors H. David ilensing, 0. 'l, Schaefer,
Janes "/, Luvedtke, ... L. latterer.

Elected: RNev, 1. David iiensing

Vominations for Vice-presicent: Pastors Janes |, Iuwedtke, i, L. Tatterer,
P, R. Dloedel.

Flected: Rev, 1. L. Hatterer

HNordnations for Secrotary: Pastors Jamss "7, Iuedile
7. Schaefer.

P. R, Blnedel, O.

Flected: Rev, James V1. Luedtke
Hominations for Treasurer: Jeffery V. Styx, Glen F'rerichs, Victor Dloedel.
Blected: Jeffery 1. Styx

Uominations for Board liewber-at-large (Far Tlest): Walter T'. Fischer, Ted
D. Fischer, Ronald Schlaht, Victor K. Tloedel.

inl ™

Llected: Valter I, Iischer
o-gh et

Proposed slates for the Editoral Ccrumvittee:

Rev. ii.
Rev. P.
Gerald

Iy ™ n
il g Ue Uoa
L. Natterer Rev. James . Twedtke Rev. 0. Y. Schaefer
'. Bloedel Rev. ii, L. Tatterer Tev. L. L. Fatterer
Tuedtle Gerald ii. Tuedtke Gerald il. Tuedtle

Elected: Slate C

Proposed slates for the Cormittee on Theological Lducation:

A, 3. C.
Rev. L. Matterer Rev, il. L. Vatterer Rev, P. R. Bloedel
Rev,. R. Bloedel Rev. Janmes V., Tuedtke Rev., Janes "], Tuedtke
Kent Frerichs Lloyd E, llrtin Ted D. fMischer
Ted D, Fischer Victor X, Blocdel Lloyd D, iartin
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Elected: Slate B

Proposed slates for the Commitiee on Missions:

A, B.
Rev. James 1/, ILuedtke Rev, James V. Luedtke
Rev, iI, L, Natterer Rev, 1ll. L. Natterer
Iloyd E, llartin Loren Dirksen
Ted D, Fischer Ronald Schlaht
Dale Ellis Jeffery W, Styx

Elected: Slate B

Proposed slates for the Committee on TLutheran Union:

A hnd

il e De
Rev. 1. L. Natterer Rev, . L. Natterer
Rev. James U, Luedtke Rev, James W, Luedtke
Rev. H. David lMensing Rev. 0. W, Schaefer
Victor K., Bloedel David T. Mensing

Elected: Slate B

Proposed slates for the Publishing House Board of Control:

A, B.
Rev., P. R. Bloedel Rev. P, R. Bloedel
Rev, 1li. L. Natterer Rev. James W, Luedtke
Ronald Schlaht Walter Fischer
Victor K, Blcedel H. Daniel llensing
Paul F, ILuedtke John Dirksen

Flected: Slate B (Bub see below.)

Following the election of the Publishing House Board of Control, Pastor Bloedel
brought to light certain difficulties that he foresaw with the election of Slate B
since the Board of Control now consists of members from congregations far removed
from the Publishing House printing equipment whe would not be able to carry out the
work that the former members had carried out in connection with the printing of the
Concordia Lutheran and other Conference literature.

Pastor Natterer then made the following motion: "In view of the information
given to the convention by the chairman of our Publishing House showing the imprac-
ticality and unwise stewardship involved in not having the business manager live in
the same area as the chairman of the Publishing House, I would therefore meke a mo-
tion that we reconsider the election of Slate B,"

The chairman ruled that the above moticn was a motion to reconsider and that it
therefore required a 2/3 majority for passage. Upon voting, the motion was carried
by the necessary 2/3 majority.

It was moved and seconded to leave Slates A ard B the same, without adding a
third slate, and revote, Carried.

+

Elected: Slate A.

Proposed slates for the [Minance Committee:
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A, B,
Jeffery . Styx Jeffery 1. Styx
Glen Frerichs Loren Dirksen
Tarry Reil Bill Schrads>
Ronald Schlaht Tarry Reil

Dlected: Slate B,

It was moved and seconded to accept the work of the Mominating and Zlections
Comrittee with thanks and that all elections be made unanimous., Carried unanimously.

It was moved and seconded to conduct an evening session, Tcoginning at 7:C0 p.m.
to finish the scheduled business for I'riday's sessions. Carried.

Before the supper hour, scheduled for 5:30 p.m, Pastor Natterer gave his Edi-
torial Report, ahead of the scheduled Committee on Iutheran Uanion Report. He called
attention to several articles that had appeared in the pastv year's issues of the Con=-
cordia Lutheran. He also pointed out a difficulty that prevont~d the Concordia
Lutheran from appearing without interruption during the lact fiscal year, for two
issues.

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the afternoon sessicn for the supper hour.
Carried., Adjournment followed at 5:25 p.m. with the Lord!s Prayer in unison.

The delegates reconvened for the evening session at 7:05 p.n, Discussion fol- -
lowed concerning the Editorial Report. Length and content of articles was discuned,
some expressing the thought that shorter, simpler articles shculd make uvp the bulk
of material, others feeling that a variety of lengths and a varicty of contents be
offered, some articles being shorter and simpler, others lonzcr end more in-depth
and challenging. The problems involved in the Concordia Tuthsran not appearing at
all, or not appearing on time were also discussed.

It was moved and seconded to accept the report of the Eiitorial Committee.
Carried,

The report of the Committee on Iutheran Union was then presented by Prof. 0. W,
Schaefer. He spoke of the Committee!s contacts during tne pnst year, both unofficiel,
with a pastor from Westlake, Ohio, Rev. E. C, Iueller, end oificial, with the Iutheran
Churches of the Reformstion (ICR). A memorial from St. Stenwhents Iutheran Church,
tilmot, South Dakota, encouraging efforts to meet again with the COIC, was also men-
tioned, The report laid before the delegates three recommendetions (The text of
these are found on p. 29 and 30).

It vas moved and seconded to accept the report. Cerried,

Individually it was mcved and seconded to adopt the 1st and 2nd Recommendations

as
he Committee on Tutheran ITnion Rath matdone treva naveadnd
tne Lommldiee Oon Luthsran inicn, oS0Ta motlons rere .a

of

It was moved and seconded to adopt Recommendation 73, vhich dealt with tho ros-
sibility of meeting with the Church of the Iutheran Confessicns (CCIC) to discuss
the Doctrines of the Church and IMinistry.

A subsidiary motion was then presented to hear the rcading of St. Stephen's
Lutheran Church'!s memorial, also concerning meebinzs with vhe COIC. This was se~

aondnad armd Aosad Al
WAWIILTW Gl VAL L LT e

Upon the reading of the llemorial, the vote was talien on the 3rd Recommendation
of the CIU., Carried,
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It was moved and seconded that since the 3rd Recomnendation of the CIU satisfies
the true intent of the St. Stephen's lemorial , that the specific action of Recom=~
mendation #'3 be substituted for the actions requested in the llemorial, (Compare the
Recommendaticn '3 on p. 29,30 with the Hemorisl, p. 31,32.) Carried.

It was moved and seconded that definite efforts be made by the CIU to contact
the group of pastors formerly affiliated with the ICR to determine the position of
this group on the final step of church discipline (latt. 18:17). Carried.

£

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the special evening session. Carried.

Adjournment followed at 9:15 p.m.

Saturday

The morninz session opened with a devotion by Pastor Luedtke. Hymn 536 was sung
followed by the reading of James 1:2-27, a prayer, and a closing hymn, L2L.

After the minutes of Friday's session were read and discussed briefly, it was
noved and seconded to accept these minutes. Carried.

At 9:L5 a.m. Pastor Blcedel continued his part of the conventicn essay. He fin-
ished the entire part of his essay. This was Tolloved by a brief discussion of union-
ism which amplified and illustrated the points of the essay.

A recess was held at 10:45. Sessions rssumed at 11:05.

Pastor Natterer then gave his report as cheirman of the Committee on Theological
Education. He spoke of the June 1lth Seminary graduation of student Randall D. Styx
and of the readiness of Student David T, HMensing for his vicarage, to begin in Sep~
tember, 1978. He closed writh encouragement to the brethren to pray for the Lord!s
continued blessing upon the Seminary's work.

It was moved and seconded to accept the Report of the CTE. Carried,

Immediately following, the Seminary president, Professor O, 1/, Schaefer, gave
his report of the past Seminary year, A swmary of the nast year's classes and
activities was presented. Details of the June 11lth graduation were given, together
with mention of the call that Trinity Iutheran Church of Coos Day (Eastside), Oregon
had extended to the graduate, Randall D, S$byx. Ilention of the various gifts and
acquisitions-was made, The Seminary is looking ahead to its 10th year this fall.

Tvo students, David T, liensing and Gerald il. Tueditke will be enrolled, ir. ilensing
to ke entering his vicarage year. The report closed with a strong urging to consider
the need for students for the continuation of our Seminery and through it, the min-
istry of the pure ord and Sacraments.

It was moved and seconded to accept this report. .

Before the motion was carried discussion by the laymen centered around the
necessity of seminary students. II Cor. 3:L-6 vas cited as an encouragement to men
who are not sure of their ability to serve as a pastor. lention was also made of the
wonderful progress of our present students under the guidance of the Seminary nro-
fessors, As was also pointed out, IT Cor. L:7ff shows expecially that a2ll glory be-
longs to the Lord in everything. )

After this spontaneous discussion, the motion to accept the Report of the Sem-
inary President was carried.
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David T, liensing, on behalf of Peace v, Lutherar Church once again offered his
congregation's facilities to the Seninary for the coming year at the tolken mainten~
ance amount of (100 per year.

The congregation's ind offer was accepted by the convention by motion.

At 11:50 a.m. the convention recessed for the iTocn Tunch Hovr,

t 1:20 p.n. the alfternoon session began with a devotlon by Pastor iI. L. at-
terer. H ymn 427 was sung, followed by the reading of Is, L0:18-31, and a prayer.

The business manager of Scriptural Publications, ir. Victor Bloedel, then pre-
sented his finaneial report. After reading the report he was asked to give a break-
dowm of the costs of nrinting the Concordia Lutheran.

After further duscussion it “ras moved and seconded to accept the report of the
Busincss ilanager. Carried.

llext on the agenda was the Report of the Publishing House Board of Contrel.

Pastor Bloedel spoke of the Publishing House'!s interpretation of last year'!s budget
Referendum, viz,, that it limited finds to the Publishing House until the Referen-~
dum was definitely passed. Rev. Bloedel pointed out that although estimates for
having the Concordia Iutheran printed elsewhere have been considered, it was still
Tinancially wnfeasible vhen compared with the present cost of printing. Three re-

commendaticns were submitted by the Publishing House.
It was moved and seconded to accept the report of the Publishing Heouse. Carried.

It was moved and seconded to adopt Recormendation j;'l of the report, that the
Publishing House continue to pay the Conference printer, i, Julius Schmitt, for his
work on the Concordis ILutheran $5.00 per linotyped and proofread page as a token
monetary reimbursement. Carried,

Recorrendation /2 was also moved and seconded, that 31000 bs made available
again this year to invest toward a Conference book house, 1f this beccmes feasible,
Carried.

Reccmmendation i3 stated, "that the Conference recognize the fact that the Pub-
lishing House sete-up in the Constitution is not capable of full implementation at
this tine and will not be really in effect until the Publishing House is capable of
financially sustaining its operations,” and, because of this, "that the Publishing
House Board of Comtrol aliays be chosen among the brethren in or near the area of
our business equipment."

It was noved and seconded that this recoarendation be submitted to the Resolu-
tions Committee for further study and formulation in conjunction with the Publishing
louse Board of Control, and thet the results be presented to the convention at a
later session, Carried.

Recess followed at 3:25 p.il.

At 3:40 pan. the session reconvened, and the liission Committee chairman, Pastor
Tuedtke, presented his report., The report contained two recommendations.

It was noved and seconded to accept the iidssion Committee Report. Carried.

Recommendation ;1 was moved and seconded., It relfered to the tract, "Helpful
Hints for Personal Christian idssion “ork," procuced by the ilission Cormittee during

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

- 50 -

1977-78 and stated "that this tract, vhen ready, be advertised in our official organ,
the Concordla Lutheran, so that there is opportunity for sales that will malke dits
printing economically feasible." This was carried.

Recormendation ;2 was also moved and seconded, "that the amount of $L800.00 for
mission subsidy be made available %to Trinity Lutheran Church, Coos Bay (Zastside),
Cregon, for the fiscal year 1978-79 according to their request, i.e., 'effective
upon the acceptance of a Divine Call.!"

Upon a discussion that centered around the stated figure of $L800, it was
roved and seconded to recommit Recommendation 3’2 to the ifission Committee for recon-
sideration of that figure in consultation with the delegates of Trinity Lutheran
Church. Carried.

The report of the Committee to Review the President?s Report was then given.
Tt was moved and seconded to accept this report. Carried,

Following, the Auditing Committes presented its report concerning the Treasurerts
books for the past fiscal year. Since the books of the Publishing House Board of
Control were not available to the Conyittee at the time of audit, the Committee re-

ported that it would return at a later time to give its report of these books.,
There was one recommendation in connection writh the Auditing Committee’s Report.

It was moved and seconded to accept this report. Carried.

The recommendation of the Auditing Committee was moved by the committee and

seconded, "that the Conference change its method of auditing the Treasurer's books,
c11%q+-‘+11+-|~nn a vaid profesgional audit for the former nethod of audit .hV anno:mted

MMD VL VW bldlE & PRallg 100 uie g LITOU

comriittee and that such professional audit of past records be conducted every four
yvears and upon every change of treasurer.'

r of auditing the Conference

T+ Ty h(‘v‘n"‘n"}“‘ +lha m,
i 1] commit tie CL aualting T

+a
books to the Finance Comnlttee for study during the year and that it bring its re=
commendation to the 1979 convention for consideration, Carried.

The treasurer, :ir. Randall D, Styx, then presented the Initial Report of the
Finance Committee concerning the 1978~79 Budget. He referred the delegates to the
Prospectus p. L. Discussion of the report folloued.

It was moved and seconded to accept this initial report. Carried.

The recommendations of the Tinance Committee contained in the above report were
then presented for action. Recommendation 771 was that the budget be adopted as pro-

posed by the commitbee., T

his was movad and seconded.

A subsidiery motion was then made and seccnded to amend the wording of the
Budget Uorksheet (Prospectus p.li) in item /1 from the words, "Concordie Lutheran,
S |

Special Distribution” to, "Operationa? Suboidyu Scriptural Publications,” and the
figure under "Initial Pro sosal' from $66L to $1000. Carried.

It vas moved and seconded to recomrit Recommendation ;1 and the budpet to the
Finance Committee to be presented in its next report. Carried,

Recommendation ;'2 of the Finance Committee concerning the SLBO0 subsidy to
Trinity Tutheran Church, Cocs Bay (Castside), Cregon had already been handled by
the lission Committee, thus requiring no action ir connection with the Iinance
Committee,

Recommendation ;'3 of the Finance Conmittee concerning #1000 tovard a Conference
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boole house was also previously handled by another committee report, that of the
Publishing House Board of Control.

The Finance Committee also presented two recormendstions from the Beard of
Directors! neeting held prior to the convention. Board of Directors! Recormendation
72 stated, "that the F'inance Cormittee, in consultation with the Committee on Theo-
logical Iiducation, devise a plan of action to supplement the Guidelines for the
Professorial Retirement Fund to give direction to the treasurer of the Conference in
case an emergency situation should arise and that this plan be submitted to the 1979
convention for approval.” This was moved, seconded and carried.

The 3rd Recommendation of the Board of Directors was also accepted by motion,
Tt stated: "that the convention change the Conference Auto Travel Tigure to 15¢ per
nile from the old figure of 5¢."

Adthough time was allotted in the apenda, there was no report of the Resolutions
Committee at this time.

Recommendation "1 from the Board of Directors concerning Guidelines for Colloquy
was then presented, namecly, "that the convention adopt the !Guidelines For Colloquy!
(prepared by the Committee on Lutheran Union and discussed and amended in this year!s
Pastoral Conference) for use in our Conference." The "Guidelines" themselves were
read by the secretary to the delegates. (Please find these "Guidelines in the Pro-
ceedings, p. 30.)

It vas moved and seconded to adjourn the afternoon session. Carried. Adjourn-
ment follcwed at 5:25 p.m.

Sunday

The Sunday lorning Divine Service began at 10:00 a.m, The local pastor, I
i, L. Hatterer conducted the liturgy., The sermon was preached by Rev. James 1,
Tuedtke on the basis of Ps., 133:1, "Behold how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity!" Holy Communion was administered with Pastor
Luedtlze giving the bread and Pastor I"atterer giving the cup.

The Sunday session proper began at 2:15 p.m. vith a devotion conducted by Prof.
0. W. Schaefer, Hyrn L72 was sung; selected verses from the Dpistle of Jude and a
prayer were read,

Upon the reading of the minutes of Saturday'!s session, the motion to accept the
minutes was made seconded and carried.

At 2:45 p.m. Prof. Scheefer began his part of the convention essay. He prefaced
his part by pointing out that it was not an in-depth study but rather a summary
treatment of the subject. The first section of this part was concerning the sin of
scparatism; the second dealt with the sin of selective fellowship.

It was moved and seconded to accept the entire essay in both parts with thanks
to the essayists Pastor Bloedel and Prof. Schaefer. Carried.

The second report of the Auditing Committee concerning the books of the Pub-
lishing House Bcard of Control was then presented. It was moved and seconded to
accept this report. Carried. '

The 1iission Committee then pgave its report on the revised Recomnendation ;2.
After consultation with the delegates of Trinity congresation, the subsidy figure of
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$4800 in the original recommendation was raised to $5180. Although this higher fig-
ure was above the amount recommended in the budget of 1978-79, it was justified by
the committee since the total congregational pledges of $L08C toward the Iission Fund
plus the annual interest accrued by the large balance in that fund (approx. $1100 in
interest) yielded the recommended figure of $5180 without any necessity of increased
congregational pledges.

It was moved and seconded to accept Recommendation ;2 of the liission Committee
as revised., Carried.

This next item on the agenda was concerning the duplication of the Proceedings
for this convention. It was moved, seconded and carried to leave this responsibility
in the hands of the secretary, as specified in the Constitution.

The final report of the Committee on Registration and Excuses uas given by
committee member lir, Dale Fllis, It was moved and seconded to accept this final
report. Carried.
Concerning the time and place of t 1979 convention, Pastor H. David ilensing
announced thalt the Tinley Park congrobatavn, cace Ev, Lutheran Church, unanimously

voted to offer to host the 1979 convention. (The time is traditionally over the hth
Sunday in June each year.)

It was moved and seconded to accept the offer of Peace Congregation to host the
1979 convention and to hold this convention from June 22-2L, 1979, Carried,

It was moved and seconded to have the minutes of this final session of the con~
vention checked by the President and Vice~president in lieu of having them read at
the present time. Carried.

The Resolutions Ccnmittee then gave its report. It presented Resolution i1 con-
cerning Recommendation #3 of the Publishing House Board of ag m
and seconded to accept this Resolution, Carried.

The following Resolutions were individuelly presented arnd accepted by motion:

Resolution #2 re: the facilities provided by Peace Congregation for the Seminary.

Resolution /3 re: sernmons, esseys, devotions, ete.

Resolution 7y re: thonks to Pastor Natierer for use of office machines and space,

Resolution #5 re: thanks to committees for past work and prayer for the Holy Spiritts
blessing upon committee work in the coming year.

Cermittee member lir, David T, llensing, who presented the resolutions, announced
that at a later time, aifter the final report of the Finance Committee, he would pre-
sent the committee's last resolution.

Following a 5 minute recess, Finance Ccmmittee chairman, ir. Randall D, Styx
presented his final vreport, In the report four recommendations were presented.

Recommendation i1 was moved and seconded, namely, "that we adopt the Seminary
Fund budget as proposed initially by the alnance Committee, the understanding being--
as was resolved last year -- that the loan continue to be repaid as sufficient monies
are available (See Proceedings, 1977, p. 40)." This was carried.

Reccrmendation /2 dealing with the General Fund budget was then read. (See
pe L1 of these Proceedings for the itemized budget proposed, together with the text
of this recommendation,) Tt was moved and seconded to accept the General T'und
budget as recormended in Necommendation 72, subject to a referendum. Carried.
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Recommendation #3 was moved and seconded. It stated, "that a payment of $500
be paid immediately to the Publishing House to cover immediate on=going expenses,"
Carried.

Recommendation 'l was read, stating, "that if the referendum should be lost
(the one mentioned in Recommendation #2), the Editorial Committee be authorized to
decrease by one half the amount or size of Concordia Lutherans published this fis~
cal year.," Questions of information and extensive discussion followed.

It was moved and seconded to recess until after the Supper Hour. Carried. The
session recessed at 5:25 p.m. and reconvened at 7:00 p.m.

As a substitute for Recommendaticn ;'Li, it was moved and seconded that if the
referendum be lost, all of the budget figures in the Genral Fund be adjusted pro-
portiocnately. Carried.

It was moved and seconded that the referendum be structured in two parts: 1)
Informational: "what will be your congregationts monthly pledge to the General Fund
for this fiscal year?' In connection with this section, the increased needs of the

! s . X s o -
General Tund should be briefly outlined. 2) A decision: "should the funds pledged

in the referendum fall short of the budget as adopted by the convention, shall the

Conference treasurer attach funds from the current cash balance?" (with a blank for
a "yes" or "no" answer) this latter part to give direction to the Conference trea-

surer, This was carried.

It was then moved and seconded:

VHEREAS there is absolutely no precedent for a "yes'" or '"no" referendum for the
Constitution-authcrized use of available funds, =id

WHEREAS TIE needs of our Publishing House (Scriptural Publications--Concordia Lutheran
Conference) are acknowledged by all of our delegates and congregations as
legitimate and worthy needs, and

THERTAS it is necessary to have a Publishing House to perform a specific and im=
portant constitutional function of our Conference in the area of the printed
Yord, and

VIIEREAS our Publishing House saves our Conference hundreds and potentially thousands
of dollars yearly in the publication of boolklets, Sunday School materials,
the Concordia Iutheran, the Conference convention Agenda, and tracts, and

THERTAS not to use available funds for the necessary use of a constitutionally auth-
orized committee sheds doubt upon the necessity of such a committee’s exis-
tence, and :

WHEREAS our Conference delegates have been sent to the convention to decide, under
the Lord, the use of available Conference funds for the constitutionally
authorized work of the Conference,

BL IT THEREFORE RESOIVED that the resolution to submit the General Fund budget to
our congregations for referendum BE RESCTIDED and that the convention decide,
as it is authorized to do, at this time, on this constitutional use of
menies available,

Discussion followed on each "ITHEREAS" clause of the motion.

The above motion to rescind was carried and the General Fund budget tas opened
for further discussion, amendment and adoption.

Tt was moved and seconded to adopt the General Fund budget (as itemized in
Recommendation ;2 of the Finance Cormitted's final report -- see p. L1).

It wvas moved and seconded to amend the previous motion under the "Travel Lx-
pense" fund from $L50 to $750. Carried.
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The primary motion as amended was then carried,

The Resclutions Committee presented its final resolution, ;6, concerning thanks
to St. John!s Iutheran Church for its hospitality in hosting the convention, ete.
This was moved, seconded, and carried,

A resolution proposed from the floor was also moved and seconded, that the
president of our Conference, Pastor Hensing, who chaired the convention, be commended
for his fair and impartial conducting of our convention sessions., Carried.

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the 1978 convention of the Concordia
Tutheran Conference. Carried. The convention stood adjourned at 9:00 p.m. following
the closing devotion by President lensing.
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RESOIUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE 27th ANUAL CQIVENTICN

Resolution #'1s

WHERZAS the provisions of Article XII of our Conference Constitution on the duties
of the members of the Board of Control (Scriptural Publications) were flexi=~
bly dravm to permit judicious latitude in the adninistration of the Publish-
ing Houses but

WHERFAS the members of the Board of Control have, since the inception of the Pub~
lishing House, been engaged in a variety of technical, clerical and even
menial tasks necessary to the operation of Scriptural Publicaticns in addi-
tion to their constitutionelly specified duties; and

THEREAS the brethren involved have carried out these tasks gratis on a volunteer
basis, thus saving our Conference considerable money over the years; and

TITEREAS neither our Conference not its publishing arm, Scripbural Publications, is
at present financially able to hire and salary technical, clerical and cus=-
todial personnel to carry out all the tasks performed currently by the
volunteer labor of the members of the Board of Control;

THEREFOREG Bl IT RESOIVED that our Conference recognize with gratitude these additional
services of love rendered by the brethren on this Board to facilitate our
work in the Publishing House at minimal costj; and

BE IT TURTAER RISOIVID that, at least until sufficient funds are available for the
hiring of publishing house staff, our delegates in convention assembled give
serious consideration to the election of men to this Board who live in the
area where the Publishing House is located at the time.

Resolution 7#72:

TIEREAS our Conference Seminary has continued to enjoy the use of the physical
facilities of Peace Ev. Iutheran Church, Tinley Park, I1l, during the past
fiscal year; and

TTHERTAS Peace Congregation has continued to provide these guarters for our class-
roem instruction, libirary facilities and chapel for a token maintenance
cost of $100 per year, thus aiding the Conference in keeping at & minimum
its expenses for the physical aspects of its seminary program;

THERCFORE BE IT RESOIVID that we express our gratitude in the Lord to Peace Ev,
Lutheran Church for its continued brotherly cooperation, generosity and sacri-
fice in its promotion of this very necessary work among us.

¢

o
WHEZEAS the sermon delivered by owr President at the opening service of this con-
vention, as well as that delivered in the Sunday Divine Service by our Sec-
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retary, wvere found to be especially edifying to the delegates, guests and
visitors in attendance; and

THERTAS the delegates and guests at this convention received also special encourage-
ment and strength from the various devetions conducted by our pastors during
the sessions; and

WHERTAS we were particularily edified by the speclal two-part essay presented during
this convention;

TIEREFORE BE IT RESOIVED that the convention thank Pastors Mensing and Luedtke for
their edifying messages, and Pastors Bloedel and Schaefer for their thorough
and timely essays, and that we express our gratitude also to the pastors as
a group for the special devotions conducted by them at this convention.

Resolution :fis

WHEREAS a convention of this nature requires that its various officers and committees
have at their disposal a variety of business machines as well as office space

B 4+ a F 3 Ay AR = e o]
for the nreparation of reports and resolubtions;

THEREFCRE BE IT RESOLVED that we express special thanks to the pastor of St. John's
Lutheran Church for placing a variety of such machines at the disposal of
convention committees and for permitting them to use both his private study
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Resolution i#5:

1HEREAS the officers, standing committees, and appointed committees have served our
beloved Conference faithfully during the past fiscal year under the continued
blessing of the Lord of the Church;

THERTFORE BD IT RESOIVED that we express our gratitude for all that these brethren
have wrought in their dedicated Christian service to our Conference during
the past year of grace; and

BE IT FURTHID RESOIVED thet we call upon the Holy Spirit to grant a rich measure of
His grace to those brethren who have been elected to positions of leadership
in our midst for the coming fiscal year, so that all they think, say and do
may be in accordance with God's Holy Word, to His glory alone, and for the
continued presperity of His kingdom among us.

Resolution 63

THERZAS St,. John's Lutheran Church of Iebanon, Oregon, has shomm itself to be a :osb
gracious host to the 1970 convention of the CIC by extending to delegates and
guests loving Christian hospitality in its church building and in the hones
of its members; and

UIERTAS the devotions and divine services conducted during this convention trere
beautified by special organ and choral music to the praise of our Lord and
Savior, the Head of His Churoﬁ,

THERDTCRE BE IT RESOIVTD thabt the Concordia Iuwtheran Confe: ¢ express it
hearted gratitude to the pastor and members of this conore~qtlon for uhelr
most loving and liberal hospitality ancd Christian fellowship which contri-
buted to the general success of the convention, to our spiritual edification,
and to our physical comfort; and

BE IT FURTHER RTSOIVED that the Conlerence especially Mr. Stephen Bloedel for serving
as the organist for this convention, and that we express our gratitude also
to the choir of St, Iuke'!s Lutheran Church of Seattle, ashington, for the
special choral offering at the Sunday Divine Service, and to those ladies of
St. John's vho provided special floral arrangements for the beautbification
of the sanctuary; and

BE IT FURTHER RISOIVIED that, above all others, we praise and magnify the Zord of the
Church, our gracious Savior, for the bountiful blessings He has continued to
bestow upon our Conference by His never-failing grace, particularily that
by His Holy Spirit, through the 'Jord, He has kept us in the true unity of
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the Spirit in spite of adversities on every side, and that we beseech ilim
to keep us and the generations to come in that true unity so that by His
grace, we continue to speak the same thing, actively combat any disruption
of our unity and be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment by firm adherance to His precious Word., (I Cor. 1:10)

SOLI DEO GLORTIA!

sk
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