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S:cRiiOlT FREAC BED AT TI-JE OPSITTI:G SEJ.VICE
I

by the TIev. I-I. David IIensing, President

Tinley Park, Illinois

Ephesians 4:1-6

Dear Brethren in Christ our Savior and His lIord:

In his Second Epistle to Tir:lOthy the Apostle Paul Ul'ites: "God hath saved us,
and called us ,·rlth an holy calling, not according to our worIcs, but according to
His Olm purpose and grace, uhich uas given us in Christ Jesus before the 1'wrld began. II

Behold, uhat a high and holy calling ue have as· Christians! For ue are saved,
rescued from the guilt and dominion of our sins, from the claim and 2)01iTer of the
devil, from death and hell. And 1m are the called, called out of the darkness of
sin, ignorance, and unbelief into the marvelous light of GodTs heavenly salvation.
Therefore the Holy Scriptures designate us and all uho truly believe in Jesus
Christ as their Lord and Savior as the ekklesia, the Greek ,'TOrd for chl.ll~ch, uhich
Hord means literally "those called out."

And all this is not due to our mm HorIes, to our merit and credit, but due alone
to Goel r s eternal purpose and Grace in Christ Jesus and therefore to F.is glory alone.

"For God hath saved us, and called us uith an holy calling, not according to our
uorks, but according to His Olm purpose and grace, lThich 1'Jasgiven us in Christ
Jesus before the Horld began."

This brief passage, hOl,ever, is but a summary of the detailed description of
our high calling given in the Epistle to the Ephesians, especially th,,, first three
chapters. Ue cannot of course exhaustively treat these chapters here and now. Let
us rather individually and carefully read and study them. But let \.13 herG note their
high-lights, so that He uill then also rightly understand the text before us and, in
fact, the whole second part of the Epistle, uhich begins Hith chapt81' 4. Here our
Lord and God deigns to call us by such high and holy names as "the faithful in Christ
Jesus," the "predestinated," lIhaving predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His LiD., to the praise
of the glory of His grace, Hherein He hath made us accepted in thebelovecl," "In
"Thom He have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to- the
riches of His grace." He says that, though Fe "Here dead in trespass3s 3nd sins,1T

ITGod hath raised us up together, and rr.ade us sit together in heaver..ly places in
Christ Jesus." He assures us therefore that He "are no more strar..;S:::rs aEd foreigners,
but fellmT citizens "rith the saints, and of the household of God,!' nan holy temple
in the Lord," "built upon the fOillldation of the apostles and prophets" .JSElUS Christ
Himself beinG the chief cornerstone." Yes, he plainly calls us Hthe church, uhich
is His body," lithe uhole family in heaven and earth," since those Fho have gone be­
fore are already in the church triumphant, uhile 1:e are still in the ch1U~ch mili-
ta.l1t l1ere belot"J. This, then, is God's description of His c11Drch. It is tIle holjr
Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the Una Sancta, that ~_s, the ene holy,·
saving church. It is indeed all the true believers, the faithful in ChrISt JeSUs,
already perfectly united in one body, one family of God, by the Holy Spirit tr.rough
the Hord of God. Oh, uhat a high and holy calling eTe all have as Cl:TiGtianG 1

:Sut Hill ue nOlT, in vicu of this, live in our visible relatic:1C''1=-l'S uith the
Lord and uith one another Horthy of the vqcation 1:~1erelrith ue have teen cnlled?
This is t11e c11alle11ge of our tSJct and, in fact, of tIle 11holc aecond pa:i."'t of the
Epistle to the Ephesians. In our text the Lord of the Church bGgiJl::' hl.s discussion
of our ~'Thole Christian life in relation to our high and holy callbc; "ith the very
first admonition:
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:(eep the Unity of the Spirit!

In the study of this text.9 let us observe~

J_. UhQt this unity really is, and
II. HOlT ue arc zealously to keep it.

I.
Let us then first see uhat that unity really is uhich ue Christians are ex­

horted and besought to keep.

Ue all I~01'J" dear Dretlrren~ that the Hords of our text are often quoted as a
supposed proof that all Christians and their churches should join together into
one great externalnuni2~~ regardless of, and in fact sir.1ply ignoring, any differences
that exist in theirOC~~ni and donfe6sion. The pastors of the various churches,
they say, should exchange pulpits vdth each other; and all the people, no matter
uhat they believe, should Hork together in such things as union services, radio
broadcasting, mission Harle, and the like. And if some are unuilling to taree part
in such merely outuard unions, they are branded as enemies of Clrristian unity and
are told: "Have you never read or heard the l'lOrds of the Apostle Paul: 'Endeavor to
keep unity'?"

lIhen 1-iTe are challenged thus.; and surely all or alJnost all of us have at some
time been approached in this Hay,; let us not jump to hasty conclusions, but let us
rather carefully and honestly consider vrhat the Apostle here teaches.

Let us ask ourselves first of all ~ Do these viTOrds tell us to establish any kind
of union, or even unity? Do they tell us to go after and get something that is not
already there? Certainly not. They tell l1S only to keep the unity uhich ue as
Christians already have.

And uhat is that unity? Is it only some I:ind of outuard union of those Hho
teach, believe:-and confess different and conflicting things? vfny of course not.
For consider uhat the Apostle tells us in our text. He says~ ITT therefore, the pris­
oner of the Lord, beseech you that ye ualle l.JOrthy of the vocation uherm-dth ye have
been called, •• ~Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit, ••• one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of yoc~ calling 9 One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, 1'1ho is above all, and through all, and in you
alL" Hote first the eford IItherefore.f! For this refers back to the first tlrree chap­
ters, in Hhich He have just been apprised of our vocation, OLlT high and hol~r calling
in Clrrist Jesus, not half or a part of Christ Jesus, as thouGh 'Vie may acknovrledge
Him as Savior but ignore uhat He teaches. Ue have been called to be "the faithful in
Christ tJesu.s}H anel so to be members of "the t'rhole f~"r~ly in heaven and eart11,fr the
one holy Christian Church, the one body, in uhich God Himself has graciously estab­
lished perfect unity in Christ and His Hard; even as Paul urites also to the Corin­
thians ~ ;INoH I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus C1U'ist, that ye
all speaI\: the sarre thing, and that tl1ere be no divisions a:mol1G you, but t11at ye be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment•••• Is Christ
divided?1I (I Cor. 1:10,13)

Furthermore, the Apostle calls this perfect unity lithe unity of the Spirit."
The u.."1ity of ul1ich he spealcs is therefore not some kind of outuard arrangement that
ue ourselves are to, or even can devise, not something that ue human beings could
even produce if He uanted to, but the inner, unity of heart, mind, and soul brought
about alone by the I-Ioly Spirit of God throngll .IG118 lIard of CJ-u-ist. lIlJ_o is tIle lltlity
that really did exist in the first Christian congregation at Jerusalem, of uhich ue
read in Acts 4~32~ !lAnd tlle multitude of them that believed uere of one heart and of
one soul."
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Such true ,'nity is therefore, in a Hord, unit~,. of' faith, as the Apostle further
points out, sayinG: IIThere is one body, and one Sl,irit, even as ]e are called in one
hope of your calling~ One rord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,
uho is above all, 2.nd through all, and in you alL'; The true lmit~r of Christians is
then nothin~ else than tl1is, that the;," all believe in and confes s one Lord, namely,
the only true God revealed in IToly Scripture; the Triune God, Father, Son, WId Holy
Ghost; that they are brought into fellorrship lrith this Lorc~ not only by the Hord but
also by one baptism as it 1ras instituted by the Lord Jesus) that they are all the
children of ono hoavenly Father by faitil in His dear Son, the only Savior of manIdnd;
and that they all rest thc:ir faith alono upon His \Jord of Truth.

Oh verily, hOlT 'tJoilc1.erful is that true lmity of Christians and the Christian
Church: TTou.ld to God that all Clu'istians had kept this unity perfect and l1J1I'1.arred,
as the Apostle here urges all to dol Indeed, it is true that 1Jhen people subjective­
ly or personall~T believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord 2nd Savior, uhethcr their
faith be strong or ueak~ and even in erring denominations, lrhore the Gospel is not
entire13r lost, children of God are born, are nenbers of the holy Christian Church and
heirs of salvation. But that is not the Apostle 1 s point here iI'. our text. It is the
fact that U:e Grolmd, substance, and. truth on 'Thich saving faith is founded are ahrays
one and only one. Therefore those Fha deviate fron the u.nifyin3 Uord of the Spirit
in any 1Tay damage and destroy the perfect unity of the Spirit. And it often happens
that those ,n10 persist in doinZ this at length lose' their justif3Qng faith and depart
frcr,l the holy Christian C;lurch itself. Surely then, uhen e:c:ternal unions are brought
about under such conditions, these can be nothinG: but fake unions, liI:e a sepulchre
that is beantifl,l Hithout but imrardly full of dead bones, an outuard appearance
that is different from the real thircg uithin. Against all such merely e::ternal Ull­

ions the ~Jorcl oS: Goel very precisely and earnestly 'uarns 1.1S 9 as ue shall observe in
detail through Ol11' stu.dy of the Convt'lntion Es say.

TI.
l!hat the Apostle, in our text, beseeches and urges us t.o GO llith the unity of

the Spirit ,re have as Christians is that ne "endeavor to keep" it. That is, even
more precisely from the original lal1guae;e, Hthat ne be diligent and exert ourselves
to guard it and preserve it." But hc1' is this to be accomplished?

Should ue QS nenbers of tho church simply arran~e for rr.atters of doctrine and
practice to be Governed, as some s1.:gc;est, by a leadin::; official, by the pronounce­
ments of a synod or con:ference, or ever: by just the pastors in our j,lidst'? Shall such
decide fo:c us uho.t is ri~ht and uronG nnc.~ then cor,lpel 1.'S to a'oide by their decision?
By no neans, dear Brethren; for such a.YJ. arrangement, uhile producing to scme extent
a kind of outuard, orGanizational union, actually destroys the true unity' of the
Spirit, the inner oneness of faith that is based alone on the Uord of God, and not
the uord of men.

~ Jell, should He then simply tolerate, ignore, Qncl Ieeep silent about departures
from the true faith, doctrine, and confession that, arise uithin the church, prefer­
rIDe just to give in -GO them to keep peace? Indeed not, my brethren; for then ue
1,]"01..11d be notilinc bltt riloral cOliards, afraid for OLU- o~m saI:es to defend our 3e.vior
and His TJord of Truth, uhich ho in many passages of Scripture commands us to do,
saying for example, nYe should earnestly contend for the faith uhich Has once de­
livered unto the saints.;; (Jude 3)

But hOH then C2.11 and shoulc.~ ue Cllristians be diligent and e::ert ourselves to
keep, to maintain, to Euard and preserve the unity of tile S~)irit a110ng us? The
Apostle indeed ansuers: IIEndeavor to I:eop the lmity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace." And he imrnediately explains this as he says first of all: !iHith all louli­
ness and meekness; -- one Lord, one faith. n Fe Christians thon are to be loulyand
meek, first of 2.11, in relationshC,-p to our Lord. He are not to make ourselves lords,
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as uhen one says: I uant thisj and another Gc,-:;rs, I 1J2.nt that. Jut "T8 are to recog­
l'ize tlmt Christ is our only Lord o.nc~ Laster, a.ld that lIis Hord -- not Fhat He think
it says or Hould HIre it to say~ -- but His Hard; being the objective Truth, is oU!'
one and only authority. If ue then all to~~ther, in such louliness and meekness J
submit to His 1101'0. in doctrine and practic e, hoeJ can ue have anything but peace,
peace u:tth Gcd and peace uith one another? Ho\r could He then possibly disturb or
destroy the unity of the Spirit?

But fuxthemore, this virtue of lotTliness and meekness is to be practiced by us
Christians also in relationship crith one another. Therefore the Apostle yet adds:

"Hith longsuffering forbearing one another in love." The pl1rase "in lovel! makes it
clear that our longsuffcring and forbearing does not e::cluo.e but rather includes re­
buking a brother for sin~ God ~ s Hard expressly instructs us: HThou sl1.alt not hate
thy brother in thine heart; thou she.lt in any uue rebu~:e thy neighbor, and not suf­
fer sin upon him••••Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.!1 (Lev. 19~17-18) But
also such rebtuce is to be done 1Jit:1 Y1IO':Tliness and meek.ness.;" Y1 col1sic.leri."1g thyself,
lest thou also be tempted. if (Gal. 6~ 1) . Love is also to be the guiding factor in ad­
judicat~1g matters of Christian liberty, as the Apostle writes to the Galatians,

"Only use not liberty as an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another."
(Gal. 5~13) And besides, ue are also lovingly and uith longsuffering to forbear one
another as to all the purely personal failines and peculiarities that manifest them­
selves in 01.1r various· personalities as the reslllt of our sin-spoiled human nature.
All of you, and I too, have many such vexations piling upon us, and lTe must lovingly,
patiently, and crith a 10ngsufferLng frame of mind bear up under their load. For by
pic~dng, fussing, and quarreling about just such things eveD, many Christians have
already forfeited the real and only thing that counts, namely the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace, -- one faith.

Therefore, my beloved Brethren, if you TTould, accordinz to this admonition of
the Apostle, earnestly endeavor to keop the lmity of the Spirit in the bond of peace;
then learn more and more, first of all, in louliness Dnd meekness, to acknouledge
Christ as you. Lord ar:cl IIaster in Cr.ristian doctrine and practice! And in all those
other, lesser things-, learn more and Dare from your dear Savior, uha richly and daily
forgives you many grievous sins, uho is !! longsuffering and ab\mdant L'1 goodness and
truth,ll (Ex. 34:6-7) to for~ive and forbear one another in love. Thus and thus alone
Hill you be able, by the grace of God, to Ieeep that precious treasure of your Chris­
tian and heavenly calling 9 the Ul1ity of the Spirit, for Jesus' salce. Amen.

Lord Je·sus heIII , Thy Church uphold,
For ue are slu8gish, thoughtless, cold.
Oh, prosper Hell Thy Hord of grace
And spread its trnth in ev'r~T p12.ceL IJ Amen.

(TU-I i;t292 v. 3)

-H·
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SE;:[llcr FR:=J~CHED AT THe SUJTDAY S:CRVICE

by the Rev. James U. Luedtice
Uilmot, South Dakota

PsoJJ1. 133 ~ 1

In the name of Jesus Ch..rist, uho alone enables us to T,eep the "lmity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace, beloved fellmr members of the Concordia Lutheran Conference ~

One of the nost important influences in history for the cause of true u.nity uas
the confession of the EvangGlicai Lutheran ChUl'ch lmol:n as the formula of Concord.
This confession came at a time follmrinc; the death of IIartin T~uther uhen the Luther­
an Ch"I..1rch T.JaS racked nith such troublesome divisions that it a1lnost looI,ed as though
the Hark of the great Reformer uas all for nothing. One of the most outGtanding
naPles con..YJ.ected uith the trriting of this lJOnderful confession is the name of Jakob
Andreae. Although you may never have heard of this man and may soon forget his name,
yet I speak of him this morning to give to you an example from history to shOtT that
thel'c have aluays been those uho are vitally concerned crith the true 1.mity of the
church, and are \:Tilling to ~o to c;reat lengths so that unity can be achieved c.nd
maintained.

In his hard efforts to help solve the problems of unity, Jalcob Andreae m.et uith
much opposition. Not only did he have to put up nith tile ridicule of the Catholic
theolOGians uho pointed their finger at tue Lutherans and said that there 1rere not
even ten among thGlil uho uere united in their confession, but he had to put up uith
tho opposition of his mm Lutheran bretlrren as uell. Of the tuo major factions
amone; the Lutherans, it seemed that no one 1fou.lcl accept the sincere, heartfeJt efforts
of Andreae to reunite them on the basis of God's pure Hard. He uas accused of
seeldnc: self-glory and of compromising God's tJord. Concerning his attackers he wrote,

11From both groups I put up nith no little insultine;, mockery, and ridicule, uhich I
have-borne until nOH uith patience, by God's p'race." (Andreae and t;le }i'ormula of Con-
~, by Robt. Kolb, p. 63) u -- -- - --

lIeu, uhat uere the simple Christians of tilat day to think? l1any of them could
not even read or lirrite--hou uere they to jUdge the opposinG doctrinal issues of the
learned theolOGians? It is no doubt that the disunity uas a terrible offense to
their faith. To help the!"' l..mderstand and to further the cause of unity, Andreae
urate six sermons for the laym.en shonin2 them the issues involved and teachinG them
hOIf to jude;e the truth from their Catechjsm. These six sermons so clearly set forth
the he2_rt of the issues and so plainly resolved them on the basis of God's~Jord that
tiley Here used as a f1..mden:ental basis for that important confession itsel.f, the
Fornula of Concord. 1Jhen tile confession finally appeared, it Has distributed among
all the Lutilerans for approval. It nas so uidely received and so Harmly accepted by
true L1J.therans everynhere that peace and harmony Here again restored. Euch of the
credit Goes to the cliligent, faitl1ful efforts of JaI~ob An(~eae. The pure Gospel
that had been brought to light by Eartin Luther uas again enjoyed ~l1d the truth of
our text for this morning 1ms experienced by the Lutheran churches, as t;1e PsalYflist
describes it, "Behold hon good and 11mT pleasant it is for brethren to dlmll to[;;ether
in l..U1itylll

The in~}ortance of real unity, as Andreae fully realized, has not changed from
the ti.Yfle of the formula of Concord until nou. In order to survive, He need it today
just as uuch as thoy did. In order, then, that ue truly desire Clrristian unity,

,
~ ~ Accept the PS"l.ll!list's Invitation to See the Goodness
Aln.ong Brethren. - -- --------- ------

and

1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



c- \) -
Fe uant to see it so that UGf

I. Understand it)
II. Eave itv

:LII. :Ceep it, and
IVo Share it uith others.

I.
In a recent reliGions n81TSpaper, the headlll1es road, ll~:l-.coteGtants, Catholics find
Unity In the Spirit at Charismatic Rally." The article Trent on to speak about the
1Ll1it;r that 55,000 participants enjoyed at a rally in ITcu Jersey called ilJesus '78."
A person may be tempted to become rather envious that 5S,cOO people can acrJ.eve such
an apparently nonderflll 1.U1ity so spontaneously uhe:1 ue of the Cle have found thet
over the years, having, keeping, o.ncl spreading true unit~, is such a cUfficult task.
The ansuer to this is simply that the u.nity they shared at tllCir Charismatic rally
and the 1.U1ity amonG bretlrren that 1:e have, that tllG Bible speaIcs of, and the the
J..Jsalrlust David i11vites lJS to 1001: at, are t1-!O entirol~r clifferent thillCS.

lJhat ever the 1).nity Ens clInt the people of the IIJesus !78 11 rally experienced,
it uas not unity in the teachinGS of the Bible. T~1at is evident fron the headline
i tsolf lrhicil spee.i~s of both Cat1101ic ~11(:_ Protestant pnrticipa11ts. The basic issues
tl,at originally divided Lutheran Prote.sta:'lts from the Catholic Chl.'1'ch and froN
other Protestants e.re still 1.U1resolved today and still stand betueen us and them as
a barrier to true 1.U1ity. ITo> if uei'cmt to see the goodness ancl pleasantness of
D_"0.1ty that David praises in our te::t J ue have to look uhere God sl~olTS this unity to
us J lTe have to looIc into the Dible itself~ Only there uill '.Ie fired the understanding
of 1.U1ity that He uants us to have because, as ue have altTays confes sed and taught,
the Bible is nothin,r:; else than ~~ \Jord, His revelation to men.

There is a story in the Bible tho:\:' ~ives us a I~ecr to a better understandinG of
ill'lity. On one occasion a certaLl man came to J esl.'S uith a question. -In ansuering
this ,Jan, Jesus said, among other things J IlThere is none good but one, that is, God. lI

(IIa.tt. 19:17) Frarn tIns it is clear tllQt since God alolle is absolutely Good, all
;;oodness lllUst flou from God--and that includes the Goodness and pleasantness of unity
antong brethren.

The Ii'ather, Son and Bol;:rGhost are perfectly united uith one anotller. illthough
this might seem quite oovious, just t:1ink about it for a minute. God the father, be­
fore Jwhe Horld Has created, devised tile perfect plan of salvation for all men,
through faith in Christ- Jesus as tl18 Savior from sin. Jesus J ·611e :3on rJf Goe', uhen
He first san God's plan, didn't beGin arguing uitl1 His Pather, :lJust a l,linute here-­
1-Thy shoulc1 I be the one nho has to die for the sins OfG~le T~orld? Hhy don t t you do
it yourself or let the Holy Ghost do it.!I Fo, He gladly and uillingly, in perfect
l.1J.1it3r uith His Father, took upon Himself the sins of the Forld and suffered and died
for us. And tIle Holy Ghost continues Qctively yet silently to Horle fo.,ith uithin
the hearts of men, faith irl Christ Jest'-s. He doesn't complain, iI"(TI1Y don't I sot a
more irilportant job, one that people 1:il1 notice irlOre'?:-

So in God, :t70U see, ne 'lave the ideal model 01 tho goodnes s anci. pleasantness
of' 1.U1ity, act·l'.ally the very Source of 1:'l1it3' itself. T~len ue looIc, t;1en J into the
lJord of ~, He shouldn't expect to f~Dcl anything else but an identicc.l ;:;oocL.'1.ess and
lli1ity. The Dible itself is tUlitecl in all its parts~ its one lUlifying theme is Jesus
Cill~ist. Even to suspect error or C011tr8.diction irl t'18 Bible is either to deny that
it is Goc1.! s trord or to imply that r:::':-oc1, its Author, is not lJerfectly good. Because
God has given us Christians llis very TTOrd, ue are DOH :?erfectly equipped through its
pure teachin~s to see Qna understa~d true Ood-pleasinG unity.

Just as St. Paul urate to his clear youn:::; companion, Timott:;r, he cO'.llcl have also
uritten to many of u.s, "fraYll a child thou hast :;:nouc,he Hol;y Scriptm'es y '71:i.ch are
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able to maI:e thee uise Lmto salvatiDJ1 through faith uhich is in Cllri3t Jesus. iL11
Scri~ture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction L~ righteousness, that the" man of God Dlay be perfect
(:l11Ci_ that meL.'llS accordinG; to the original Greel:, lfcor.:plete} fully equipped, uholeii )

thorouGhl,Y furnished unto all ~ood Horks. i7

,So then, each and every ClrristiEiJl has in his Bible, all the equipment he needs
for real unity. Because he sees the lmity that exists in God Himself and sees the
lmity Geel has placed in Iris lIard, he is able to understand TThat true unity- is and he
is moved to desi::..'e tll8.t uuity fromtheinv:rtatIon of the Psa'hiIs~Be.ii.OId,hOlT good
and h01J" pleasant it is for brethren to duell together in unityltl

II.
Dut for someone to ::;ee and understand the Dible! s pickl!'e of unity is senething

far different than for him actually to have that lmity vTith all its goodness. The
leaders of the CharisTmtic rally lfJesus 17811 are no doubt intellectually gifted.
They probably have greater gifts intellectually than you or 1. If ue Here to sit
dmm and discuss lmity 1!:tth them, they could no doubt see and understand the unity
presented in the ScriptlITes. They may even ac~it that true unity in the teachings
of the Bible is desirable. But that does not mean that they cToulc automatically
have it. That does not mean that they uould take to heart and mako their very oem
all thc.t the Bible teaches about unity. The;y probably Hould feel that ether, ],lOre
important factors ought to shape oux thiru:ing on ~~ity.

ITou in order for us Christians of-the CIC to have the coodness and pleasantness
of unity amonG one another as brethren, of course ue first have to see it and tmder­
stand it clearly as it is presented in God's 1Jord. Dut actually to have it for OlT
Oiin is another thing entirely. It uill not do for us to carry our Dibles under OLl!'
arms and simply as!: one another, "Do you believe the Bible?" as though just saying
so lTOUld bc all that is necessary. To be truly united as brethren, ue have to do
uhat most Clu~istians consider to be too much bother, Fe have to open our Bibles nnd
taI:e out the ,walth of pure unity the Lord has placed into it.

He ought to be thanl:ful that many concerned Lutherans have helped. us do this in
the past by diligently studying God's lTord anc~ uritinc clOUD their findings L.'1 uhat
ue call our Lutheran Confessions. And, so that ere are not Si';lply to accept blil!.dly
uhat they have crritten, ue ought to be than~:ful that our pastors have alFays done
their best thoroughly to instruct all members of our chuxches so the.t they are able
to judge for themselves that uhat they believe is truly Ged's 110rd. Therofo:cc, soeing
and understanding that God's Hord is our perfect Source of unity, both pastor and
layman ought to value the pro:",use and encouragement of their Lord Josus uho said,

11 If ye continue in IIy Uorcl, then arc ye IIy disciples indeed,!l --yes, value true unity
ill Godls ~Tord so hi2:11ly that theyrr.aI:e sure that t;le~7 reall~r have it at~ times.

He must not thinl~ that Fhon ue insist upon a lmity that is be.secl solidly upon
the lmity 1Thich God has ~)lacocl in IEs Hord, that ue Fill be lifeless or inactive
Cllristians. Perhaps tl10re is no better example of the life-8iving pouer of God's
lIard to create all acti,re arld jo:y'"'ful Ullit~r tllD,11 the e:~8J.l1ple of the fil,;st Christians ll"1
Jerusalem. Their unity Has so strong that they did thinGS none of us Hould probably
ever consider seriol1.s1y. listen to the Bible's discription: !lAnd the multitude of
them that believed uere of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that
oUQ;ht of the things 1rhich he posses sed ,TaS his Olm; but they had all thinrrs common."
(Acts L~: 32) They had for their very oem a lTOilQerful lUlity because they smT and under­
stood "hOlT good and hOlT pleasant it is for brethren to duell together in unity!!!

!II.
But someene might think, lilt all sO'lmds fine, bnt I personally think that a lot

of ot;lsr crcu~x; or Chris-Gia~lS seen to have a lot more jo~rful and pleasant lmity than
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He of t:1e ClC 11,we. ll If He could re<:td the hearts of eac~l member of Ollr Conference,
I HOEder just uhat ,Te Hould find. But no matter uhat it 'TOnlcl be, just the thought
of this ought to ShOH us that ue not only have to see, understand and have true unitJr ,

but ue have to HorI: hard to maintain ane1 teep it if ue uant to experience the good­
ness and pleasantne:Js 0-1.' real 1.Dlty--Lhe joyful, spontaneuus, eIle~Getlc attitude that
maI=es us realize fJhat a hlessinG of God unity really is--unity ill teachinG' Hork,
Horship, and life, all based upon Gei 1s Hord.

ene of the primary threats to this blessinc; is indifference, the iTbig dealll HI
don't carel! attitude. It ShOHS itseli' among laymen in their 2ttitlKle tonard Gael's
Pord, tOFard their fellolJ Christians, tonard the uorle ticat mL1.st be dO~1e in t:X) ChLU~ch,

touard the financial support of God's l\:ingdom. It shous itself among pastors uhen
they do not do their Hork as carefully 2nd diligently as the=' chould, uhen the:' mix
up their priorities, uhen they find their Harle loathSOMe. The Bible uses the term

IlllllcG1Tarm!l to describe indifference. It 2;ives a kind of deadness to everything. It
malc8s us Hant -Co shirk our responsibilities and to get by Fith doing as little as
possible, thinking thQt uhat ue fre Snl)~)osed to do isn 't really uor~jm:lile9 or it
protably Hon1t norlc out right or be ~10ticed or appreciated anyuay. Isn 1t that atti­
tude of indifference bound to affect our unity? Isn't it bound to r::a1\:e SOW:;Oile look
Hith amlwer,lent and disbelief at tIl::: Psa1rnist, Fho practicnlly jumps for joy as he in­
vites, "Bohold, hOH goed and 110U pleasant it is for brethren to duell togetller in
tlnity!!I

And, 11hen ne TenoH tl1nt God's ·'Jorel mnst aluays be the basis of true nnity, then
uo ~Till also readily see that by reC]llirinc either more or less then t11e Dible requires
uill threaten the unity uhich 'TO have. The American Lutheran Church, for e:cample,
requires for unity only an a2:reer,len·c. on the basic· teachings of tho Bible. Dif­
ferences in less inportant doctrines, it believes, should not Iceep us apart. So that
church body requires less tlEm Gael's Pord req1.'.ires f or unity. It is saying in effect
that all of Ged's lIard is nCJi~·il.1port[lnt to have in its truth and purity and tllat
therefore it is not necessary, asSt. Paul teaches us, to marl: and avoid those nho
teach contrary to certain doctrines of ScriDture. (Rom. 16117)

Cn the other hand, ·emity is threatened l!here Ire require more than the ti;)le
requires. ~ There God's Tiore'. is silent, Christians have liberty ane' the Apostle
acLlonishes l'.S, i13tand fast in the liberty uhereuith Christ hath r,1ade us free. ,I (Gal.
S~ 1) [,very pastor OUGht to be able 81uays to open his Bible and shmT his people in
evor:srthinc;, !!Thu3 saith ti~e Lord,ll otheruise he dare not bind their consciences. And
the people must rel1C1T that everythinG they believe and do is solidly based upon the
s::une authority of God. If these tl1ings are not follo'Tec1, unity is il~paired 2nd the
coodno::::s ane~ pleasantness t:lat results from unity is spoiled.

Still anotl1er najor threat to tn1 e unity is t11e thought that 1..mity is inherent
lTith a ~')articular group of Christians or ever, uith an iJ.lclividual person. This is an
error tJ.lQt the irrunigrants from Germany, u110 later made up the llissouri SYl.1Co., had to
learn about the hard nay. They cane to America to find reliGious freedom, They
1001ced up to their leaeler J IIa::.~til1 Stephen, uith such admiration that they began to
thinIc that apart from hil:l the chnrch did not exist. 1Jhen they fOU1ld that they had
been disillusioned, that Stephen uas a fraud an( had to be deposed, they uere at the
briJ.II= of despair. The unityc.hat they had tru.stec, in under Stephen's leadership had
crunblecl. :-any of them uere ready to pull up states in hUJ11iliation and to return to
the established ch'L'1'ch in GernD.ny. T~len a young pastor from their l'1iclst, C. ~. H.
~!alther5 later to be the 1st president of tIle :Iissouxi 3yl10d 9 shouod then t11at the
Clmrcll is not dependent upon an] person, lil:e liartin Stephon, or 2ny outlmrd group;
like the established chuxch in Germany, ol.:J-t the Chu"ch, beinc; made lJ.~,) of believers,
e:xists lTI1ere"'i!Cr the l:-Jord of GalL is :ill llse. ../J...D.d so the true lli1it~r of the clTurc11 is
bas eel solely on tIle 'Iord 0:;:' God.

T:1erefore, brethren.:> if ,Te 112_t to 1'1aintain true Lillity uitI'. all i.ts :::;ooc1ness
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D,nd pleasantness, then He cannot builcl O1.,IT' faith or our foundation for lmity upon
the CIC ~ because bein:::; rnade up of sinful people liIce you anc~_-,le, it i" f2-11ible and
it can err. TTon't l~e then as sincere amI cOllcerned Christians, talee the true, ::senu­
i:"", 'u,ity uhich God has placed into ;ris TIord, n;Jt addinG to it or su'IJtractinc from it,
'lot thinI;:inS, II its not that important to me,;] --take that uonderful unity one: HarTe
hCLl'd ac;ainst all obstacles to ;nainta.ill. it and y"al;:e it close to our hearts <,' Then ~re

call really rejoice in a unity uhich cre continually share crith one allother, under­
steadinG HhoH good and hou pleasant it is for brethren to duell together ill unity:"

TV.
rut do you realize that if \Te uould, as th:::; PsaJJ'list invites LlS, see the Good­

ness Qnd pleasantness of unity amen::; brethren so that 'Ie pould 'Jndorstmcd it uell)
h,".vo it anc.~ HorI;: hard to lmi:'ltain ane:. keep i'c t;lroughout t.he; years, still our respon­
E<"bility lTould not be fiEished" ! Ie have definite responsibility also to spread our
Uili.ty and to share its Goodness .'1116 pleasantness Hith others. Actually, if He 2re
rC:1l1y Ii'E"intaininc; lm-t t,y elmont: oU.Tselves 8S brethren i..Yl the CIe, then ue 'TOn It be
3~)le to ctop ourselve~-; from endeavorine: to share it uith others.

As a Confere'[lce, O'ur ~Iission COLlYill ttee l'ocuses cn this part of O1.,IT' HerT
" for

l)lli·~,-r~ It,' S Y10 secret that lIe don t t l1a"t"re l:ll.ssions L'1 far a:uay cOll..ntries. :Sut if tIle
-,," -:':,t D:i: lrillingness is present in our Conference--the spirit thaG constantly
",0:1':0 bes for opportunities--then none of our i·assion Cor,rrnittee menbers, none of our
;:'fcE,t':'j_"J I):,~ 18.371n8n, Hill spare their prayers, tiNe, efforts or money to do Fhat can
-,n 60n8 i'igl1t non [mel prepare to Jo F}12t can be done in tl'l8 future. iTe OUGht to
~)C,l1t -Co share 'Lmity nitll otllers nCTT, just as 1-e lTarct to share jj-:, Hit;l them perfectly
in hCCJV'2Y", so;,'.e day. Jesus points the Hay uherc T-Ie says, flI lay dQTm -'y life for the
::;1':00p. Anc~ ot11er sheep I hQve 1Thich are not of this fold~ them also I m1.1st bring,
",'-~(1 +hCl,r C"lj""lli 1..... _1""l"V:I "i';"-r.,. Of,.......,.::;,..," .. "",-.....-1 ~41 .... r. ............ .-..l-. ..... " 1....... '"' ....... ,.. .(.'f,..i..J '"' ..... ,.~ ,.." ............ (;1.................. 1..... " ..........1 It ITr-."hVl
.- "-'- V'-J..'-'r] Ul..!.'-:"..J......!... J.l.QU.L J.l'y v \""'''':-vc) <.:~l.!.\_'. LJl,LvJ.. t.;; Cl.1.1C'...!...J.. 1Je: Vile; .L U.J..U, cll~.U vue:: l.J':-l'':::yJ.lC.L \.1.. \ U U.l,lJ..l.

JrJ.; 15,16; Seeking this unity, let us nOH do Ql1r par'G faithfully to make disciples
::C'l~ J3SUS thrOUGh our : iission COTluittce ~ Seminary ,:lnd pel's anal mission Horle, teaching
th'.,r. to observe all the things ~Thic!l Ee has conll1anded.

:"·,"e'. le-:~ Is not forget our CIU. Its job is to find other Lutl'.oral1s ond scole to
o:::tc.olish r:~od--)leasiw" unions uith ·;';l,em. Since 01.'1' Conference left the llisS01.,IT'i
:::;~'1~0cl in t;lo e~rly 'SO! s, that chtITch body 8ncl most ot;ler Lutheran bodies are no
lOll::;C:C intr]rested in 5cri;,t\.ITal unity. Thc~r pl'efer the nore clorious :Sc1.,ml0nical
:il,~rE:neilt uLich tends touard one lar~<e outuard orGanization TTith outFarcl u.nity at the
e:::Jcns'J of ::":1iler purity. Therofore T~C have to Geer~ or.mort1.,mitieG for unioic ~mcl

lJ.:o2S1.::'G tile}", even 'Then tl1eso seen sli11, even ullGl1"Qucll- tinlG o.nd effort :::md ex)ense
:.T8 L:volvec1.. He have to endeavor to keop the 'L'.nity of tho 39irit also regardinG
0':: 110 l , J~uth3rans and be nillinG to disc-J.ss and iron out our differences in doctrine,
:cC'CJ.uiri~le no more and e::lJecting no Ins::; than Gael' G Hard requires.

31~IJtIJrel1~ I hope that fray" our convention tl::L] year '[rith its tlleme 9 i:~Ceep tl10
r,.~_ ty o:~ t~10 Spirit l" from our es says Qnc.~ from onr Germons an(~ lUlited uorship, ue
',:lTQ boon reauakened, revitalized conccrl'linr:; the inpoTtance of tmity. Iet' s go ilome
,";:on this convention and do OFr best to remain concernec'.J do our bes'c, to spread
:L:·~t';l'8St ::md concern among our fe1101: Christians. Lot r s arouso disc'L'ssiol1 in our
V(:~el's I :'eGtinc;s, seeldng inforrr:ation from OlIT pastors about the progression of our
uOl:'T~toc;ether ~mci. also then sharinG OUT concern a"1c1 in-c,orest for UJlity by our con­
v2rsatioYl 'm.d e:eo.mple at 1101",le. let t'3, as the lcpoGtle ur:::;ed t118 Philippians, Il Stand
::'c.ct :;:1 one spirit, pith one Eind striving togetl,er for the faitIl of the Gospel. ll

(fhil, 1~27) And if you ever c;rou tired of it all, and begin feeling that true unity
it too much bother to have, keep, ane1, share, then open your Bible and, looting at the
in'ritQtion of the PsaJJELst and at all the Scriptures teach, be T8DG1 Tec1 and refreshed
in your spirit~ for J HDehold, hOH good cmc~ h01f pleasant it is for brethr81l to duell
te.3G"0her in "Lmity!H Amen.
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Praise to the Lord, nIlo 0 Ier all things s 0 ~JOndrously reigneth,
Uho, as on uinc;s of an eaGle:, uplifteth, sustaineth~

East thou not seen Hou thy desires all have bMn Granted in uhat
He ordaii.leth? (TLII i;'39 v. 2)

He incleed feel compelled to be~;il1 otu' annual Presidential Report -uith these
lines of praise to our Lord and Go~. By the Savior's lrr~aerited grace, Ol~ Conference
has experienced another year of blessing, during uhich the lleans of Grace, Goel l s true
Hord and the Holy Sacraments according to their institution by Christ have continued
to be "dth us as oux all-sufficient stay and comfort, the sure defense against all
our enemies of body and soul, Thus to praise our God, ue need not consider uhat
Great strides ahead ue have made durin:; the past ~,rear; for ue have made none in great
measure, although ue have made sone progress in our HorL:. But especially Ehen ue
keep in sight the godless and irrli10ral eJOrld in Hhich ue live and uorI~ today, mid
lThen He survey the state of the church in other clLlrch bodies around about us and
then take note of hOlT lTondrousl;y -ehe Lord, Savior and Head of t11e Church has sustaLl1ed
us in His HOrI:, in the h~ue unity of the Spirit, for another year of Craco, our
hearts must overflmT tTith still further 9raise, saying and singing~

Praise to the Lord, Irho doth prosper thy Hork and defend ttee,
Fha frorll the heavens the streams of Ilis mercy doth send thee.
Pender aneH Fhat the AJJ.lighty can do, ~lho uith Ilis love doth be-

friend thee. (TLH;j l 39 v.h)

TIe also taI{e this opporttmity to tharIc the o-uner officers and all the brethron
for their faithful support of our Hark; and especially the Vice President for his
valued help and co·wlsel.

en the other hanc~, He talm comfort in the Savior's grace for all Ol'-l~ our fail­
ings and inefficiencies.

L'y dear Brethren ul Christ and His iTord, ma3" ce ali praise the lord God, ho.T­
ever, not on13' uith lips and voices but also T2_th OFr 11eQrts and hands and ''i-~;" all
the poners Graciously ~ranted us, as ue non c!lcerfully turn to tho HorI: of t1co lord
before us at this present convention.

The r,lotto of this present c onvenJeion, talren circe tly from Scripture, is, 11 Kee:;J
the unity of tile Spiritl ll (:Cph. L!:J) Your Presidium, after brotherly suggestion c-ud
consultation, chose this as a timely subject for OlU~ da~" anc~ tir,10. It has planned
to pl~8s8nt this Gubject both from t:l0 positive and negative siele, as does the Holy
ScrilJtuxe itself. The forme:c is to be emphasized by the president' 5 onening seISlOn
and by the Sunday sermont uhilo the latter is to be enphasized by the convention
essay, uIlieh Hill be presented in tuo parts.

The business Hill be laid before us by reports am1 recorlmenc1ations of tIle vari­
GUS standing committees, tho floor C'Jl'llvittees, the Board of Directors, a r,:emorial
(vnprinted in the l~ospectus because it arrived too late to be included, but provided
in separate form nevertheless), and possibly directly from the floor. Let me here
call YO"ur particular attention to several matters regardinG >;hich some special com­
ment should be helpful both in recoc~nizing progress made ane' in guidinG further
decision and disposi.tion.

The Comr,littee on Lutheran Unlon :ceport nill surely sholT t}-!at our-labors touard
findin::; others in the unity of the Spirit 'are not in vain in t'18 Lord, that some real
proGress has bOC;11 rr1a6.e in severa] directions, and that Fe need to cO:1tinue our ef­
forts nith zeal, hllt also uith caution that our Hark stay ;3eripturaJlj" founded. In
ccrcnection nitll this colt1ni ttee report anel. its recornnendations, ue f[ay uell deem it
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c::.p;di:::nt also to consider the (unprinted) memorial regarding the COLO ~ tllat lO:, '::;>0

CI:'U:"'C:l of the Lutheran Confession.

J:'he Conmittee on ~Iissions, e.t this convention, uill include a request for fin­
ar:.cia::' 3U.JSlCiY. This request is also progress. :It has been made possible by tho
lorcll s 1)10;:;oi11g u~)on 01.11' Seminary, Ullich on June 11 graduated its sec ond student, nelT
CQ:'lcliJ~~c·G of the Reverend l1inistry Randall D. sty-A, to 'Lrhom our congree:;ation in Coos
LeV (E:~:.sts5.de), Oregon, Trinity Luthertln Church, has sent a Divine call. This re­
C11.18 c:t Fill. no doubt also overlap into the sphere of the Finance Committee. ~=ay ue
~ivP ·;:hiC' :·natter of our lord 1s harvest field our most heartfelt consideration!

Re~~~jing the Corronittee on Theological Education, one problem manifests itself
cOY'"·Ci:ll':~117 in a very prominent manner -- the need for more ~-oung men nho, being able
to ci.o sOo ~rill dedicate their heal'ts anel. lives to proper study and preparation for
tb.o HoJy lIinistry of the TJord and SacraHents; a most pressinG need for the future;
so thrct 0').2' children and the ~enerations to cone have the pure Hord and Sacr3.f:ler ,·t,
ul,:.i..cll thu Lord of the Church has in 1'. unique Hay Granted Ul"1to us anel do not become
-GIn pH:L.ble people uhich the Savim' cl1a:racterizes as 11 sheep uithout a shepherd. H

The :ccmort of the ::;;ditorial C0I12·::ittee and the report of the Publishing Eouse
Br;r>.-C'd OJ~ Control also merit our particular attention because this HorI: 11as to do
T:iJuh IltLe printed UordH and Hith the; :.i.Yilpression that our Conference oJ:' the lYJTe
"Iord anc' -;)cc·t;rine marces upon Christicms" outside of our confession and upon tIl" uorld.
Cne of 0'1" r'lOst pressinG problems, increasing in intensitYJ i" tl1at our conference
p:r:;.o,Eca~. often does not appear !I On time ll and tLat evelJ scheduled issues do not
appo2.:..' L: l:rint at all. This cnn h, tru.ly embarassing to explain to those uho as~;:

us em:l uI:.o do not understand uell tho particular problems involved. It does not help
our li[;h-':, to ohi-ne before men or give' free, lmhindered. course to the tr"t.J.e Gospel
uhich HO ::c'eprosent. let us not dob'1t; these bare facts, dear Brethren. And regr,rd··
inc this proolem, let us above all not sit in self-righteous personal jud~ulent agajnst
neW bj'ocly;!' or brethren and thereby e:C1danger the precious lmity of the Spirit uitIl
uhich the lord has blessed us. But]cct us rather J in truly Christiml, fraternal dis­
ol1.38ion; :levote ourselves to a God-~:leasinG solution 0::': the probleras involved.

:l-~c fir."J.nce Conunittee t~ill no dC-J~bt reVietT to Y01..~ the past fiscal year, inclt;~cl~

irr~ the :'..£>st yenr 1 s referendur,l, and c.lso propose a budget for the cominG year (Juno
I; J978 to IJay 31, 1979). To this e:C'Kl a planninG sheet has been provided in youe
PJ10Sr:'::C'::-K. Our delegates should m':l~e3 use of this sheet uhen considering tho fin­
3,1"CC CC:T::.ttee lS recomrlenclations. But above all our delegates and all our bret1:l.rer
8hou~d O··,y Icoep ill. mind the Hords o.~ our Lord Jesus, hOlT He said, JVIt is more blcs­
sod co· c::;ve than to receive.!! (Acts Jr::~35) "for ye knol; the grace of our Lcrd cTeSl1 S

ChrJ.st, that, t~lOugh lIe Fas rich, Yet J:'or your saIees He became poor, that ye through
P-;.8 n~··"W'·'T ·l·.~l·~,'"'t be rl'cn' tl r-LI ("'or :;,0 C))... - -. ..L v v ...., ,J'J '" 0L1 ~ \, _ u' II , __ .. ~

::::n cOY1 clusion, let us earnestl;::r lift up our hearts in prayer to Him, ou:c dear
lOTcl an·~ Sc:.viorJ to Hhon alone ne 100t for strength, guidance, and success in t~1e

cYO:;1I( Ql:cu~ of U3 at this convention end in ol'r congregat.ions at home. ~'ay ne all
i'?':"~'rlr"vr~ly" T)ro.y- llitl1 tl18 Psalrillst of the ~ord; P~et Th~! lTOI=Ic appear t:.lltO Th:y"" servants,
[.nel 1_17 .cry llnto their children. lUel let the beauty Of·t:1EJ lord our God be upon
us ~ 'l·1d (;-;t21'olish Thou the Horle of at'" hands upon us) yea J the uork of our hands
0b·~Jl:c·.:::;:". '1:10U it. l1 (Psalm 90:16-17) Amen.

Respectfully submitted,

H. David IIensil1g, President
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R=:;PORT OF TIL co: ~;ITT:S:C TO~:~V:r::~U TIE PK'SmEi1T!e R~POI:T

OtTI" cor1i,:ittee has revieued tho Fresidential fLoport and found it to be inf,m~~a­

tive, factual and edifying. Fe give tiwnI(s to our dear heavenly Father for tho grace
Given to om" president to fulfill his responsibilities in such a conscientious
l:'alll".er.

Respectfully submitted,

~ev. i1. 1. ITatterer
'liotor Reil
Faul ]1'. I,uedtke
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General Introduction~

o r T II l.': 0PIT1IT I S J. I: S T II 0

The topic uhich has been assigned for the convention essay this year is, Ecu
tile Unitv of t,]'P. Sni'Y'it.'TR T1PRt.'Y'",."rprl 'T'h.'J", +rm-ir> -i", +.1"\ ho +""n.,+or'l .,,.., hm ;~.,,,,,+-C'-ri'ha__ ~.:..;:.~ ._, ..:.::;;..::. ......-----.., ........ ,J'--"....-.. .L- ... .t,-'-'-' o.J'-'.!.._' __ '-' -'-'-' I,J ...... t-.' ....... v.J,. ....... ;....\o..., ....... -...:. ..L-.J.J. VtJ>...J ~_<..-;.... uw • ..I-.;.J.v

first part of the essay, treated by the 2ev. P. R. Bloedel: is to sholT particuJaril;'l
hOH the sin of unionism destroys the unity of the Spirit. The second part, treated
by Professor O. 'cT. Schaefer, uill shoH hOlT the unity of the Spirit is destroyed by
separatism and selective fello1Tship.

Both parts of the essay are eJ:trenely important, timely, and practical. In!lJc:r:­
tant , because the destruction of the UIUty of tlle Spirit by unionisfl, separatisr.l,
orselective fellonship annihilates the true visible church; tinely, beC2.llSe lmion­
ism is the pride and joy of modern liberal theologians and of the eCUIr18nic8.:l.:1..y )~;iT~~od

church bodies, aLd because separatism and selective fellowship are-largely practiced
anc~ defended lJy the so-called conservatives of OlIT' daYt practical, because o:c 'che
183son8 and uarn:inGs of uhich each one of us should be a-~rare so that ue as past,or:; ,
laymen, conEregations, and Conference may the more conscientiously endeavor to prp.­
serve for ourselves and for our children the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

PAnT I

~Iou Unionisn in Particular
Destroys the Unity of the Spirit

oy neVe P. U. Bloedel

As far as I can deternine, the English' Hard "unity" is found 0l11y t1".1'88 times
ill our iCing James Version of the =i'ole~ tlrice in the ITeu Testament (in the f01..U'·~h

c:lapter of Ephesians) and once in tl1e Old Testar,lent (in the Book of 1'sal1113) .::~ 'l'bo

':;-Y01E1E£IS Analytical Concordance to the Bible, p.1015.
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Greek ~,rord uhich is translated "unit;:ii in the i; en Testament passages is
and the IIebreu lTord uhicb is translated Hunity" in Psalm 133 is yachad.
are correctly translated into Enc:;lish in the Authorized Version.

henotees,
Doth Hords

In the fourth chapter of Ephesians 5 verse t)-;.ree, the fA postle PaL,1 admonishes his
Christian readers to endeavor to HI~eep the unity of the Spirit i11 the bond of peace. H
In the verses lJhich folloH, the Apostle beautifully describes this blessed "lmity,
saying, "There is one body and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, uho is above
all, amI tbrough all, and in you all. fI All of those people throughout the Horld uho
believe in Jesus as their Savior and trust only in Him for their salvation are One
Body before the Lord. They are kept in this close unity by the One Spirit nho con­
stantly lives in them. It is the Holy Ghost uho brinGS about this Honderful "lmity.
He it is ~!ho "calls, gathers J enlic;htens, and sanctifies the uhole Christian Church
on earth and keeps it uith Jesus Christ in the One true Faith.1! And He does this
only through the uritten and spoken lIord of God and the Holy Sacraments. TIle true
Christians press onlJard touard one goal: They have One glorious and blessed Hope of
salvation provided for them freely through the sacrifice of their Savior on the
cross for the sins of mankLnd. He ChTistians therefore sine: "0ne is our calling,
One our name~ The end of all our hope:> the same: A crmffi of life 'uith Theel ir All
Christians belong to One Lord uho is the Head of the Body, the ChurchJ uho has 1"0­

deef,led us u:Lth His holy precious blood and by His innocent suffcril1[; and death, uho
is our Lord Christ, at uhose name every knee should b01J of things in heaven and things
in earth and thin~s under the earth. In Christ J all true Christians are united it:
One Faith. They recognize and aclmouledge Christ as their Lorcl '>rhose pure and saving
Hord they confess uith their lipS and follo,'J in their lives, and nUh Christ they are
united by One Baptism for the remission of sins. God is the One God and Father of
aJl true Christians. He has adopted them as BJ.s 01Jl1 dear children :Ln Christ .Jesus;
om~ lord. He is "above all'; Christians, guiding and directing them; e;uarding and
protecth'.g th6n. nTr.rcug1, all" true Christians He has determined to carry out the
great uorT: of His Kinr;dom. He is l1in alP Christians--for all Christians are His
living Temple and consta11t abcde.

Such true Christian unity is a unity ;rhich is Horked by the Holy Ghost--a unity
uhich prevails in the Holy Ci1ristian Church, the Comnunion of :1aints--a unity uhich
binds all true believing Christians together in the invisible Church "There lithe Lord
Imoueth them that are Fis. II (II Tim. 2: 19) It is a true spiritual unity uhich per­
fectly unites all true believers in Christ throughout the uorld uith nhom and for
ullom ue pray uhen ;>Te say in the Iord's Prayer, HOUR Father nho art in heaven!" It
is moreover a unity uhic21 is fmmded, built, and based upon the pure teachings of
Ged's lIord for it is only through the pure teachinSs of Scripture that the true be­
lievers throughout the Forld are perfectly united in OEE body, ~:1 CHE Spirit, in
OilE hope, in m1E lord, in CHE faith, in ClIE DaptismJ in om God and Father of all.
It is this lmity ulliell l:,he Apostle Paul admonishes us Lo emulate in the true visible
church "endeavoring to keep the "lUlity of tcw Spirit in thc') bond of peace! il This can
be accomplished only by the pOller of -the Holy Ghost through Ghe preaching and
teaching of the TIord of Ged in its full truth end ~)urity 2nd the aclministration of
the Sacraments accordiIlg to Christ1s institution, and, through these l=eans, by

IJstriving abainst sinl! (Heb. 12:1.) ane1. after sanctification in the fGar of God by
putting God's Uordto practice in our lives, II Cor. 7:1, "till ue all oor,1e in the
unity of the faith, and of the ImO':Jlcdge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Cbrist." C=pll. L(:13)

Although the Hord tl Ul1ity" itself is found so seldom in Scripture J nevertheless,
the concept of the unity of the Spirit is s.poken of in a multitude of passages. st. ~

Paul urites to the Corinthians, Ii YOI' by one Spirit 21~e ':re all baptized into one body, II

(1 Cor. 12: 13), and again in I Cor 10: 17, IIFor Ht!, being many; are ene bread and one
bodyz for He are all partaI:ers of that one bread.!1 The term l'brethrenll expresses
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this unity as uIlen the Lord Jest's sa'-8, nOne is your ~Iastl3r, eVOYl Christ; and all ye
are br~tbren.ll (ilatt. 23:0) In the DooI: of Acts, the enrly Christiens in Jerusalem
are described as "continuing~~ accord," (Acts 1:14~ 2:h6), being like-minded
uith no schisms, no divided Llterests, no discordant p1ll'poses. In Acts h:32, ue are
told t~mt Iltile multitude of them that believed uerG om- one hoart and of one soul. 11

The Apostle Paul e2chorts the Chr'istians at Rone, "Be of the same mind one touard an,;..
other," (Com. 12:16), and he IJrays lor such unity ar,10ng theT,1, sayll1.g in .:1onums 15:5,6:

nITou the Gcd of patience and c ensolation Grant you to be liI:eminded one tOHard another,
according to Christ Jesus: the ye T'lay crith ene mincl and one mouth clorify God, even
the Father of OUT Lord Jesus Christ 4 11 Fe read in st. Paull s letter to the Philippians,

Ille t you conversation be as' it becometh the Gosp el of Christ: that uhether I come and
see you, or else be absent, I may hear of yOtIT affairs; that ye stand fast in one
spirit, uith one mind striving together faT the faith of tile Gospel," PlliI. 1:27;

IlF-L1lfill ye my joy, that ye be IjJceminded, having the same love, being of one ace ord,
of one mind. fI (Phil. 2: 2) II Let us ualle by the san-:o rule, let us mind the sarle thing. tI

(Phil. 3:16) In II Cor. 13:11, the CIl}'istians ere told) flBe of one r.~il1d,1l and in
I Cor. 1:10 ue ~>ind the familiar uords, HEel! I beseech yeu, brethren$ by ti12 name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thinGs and that there be no divi­
sions amonG you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment. H (cp. also v, 13) And in Psal.m. 133:1 such u...'lity is spoken of in the
L'JOrds, "Behold, hOlT good and hOH pleC\cant it is for bTethren to duell together in
u~lit;{ ,"

Hhen the Lo::d, throuGh 11iG holy Apost10, urc:;es FS to endeavoT fI to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of poaco,l1 ue r:J.ust ronomber that the spirituc:.l 1Jl'1ity
uhich the lord has created in tllG Ibl~,T Christiail Church: the Communion of Saints, has
been in existence a long time and it nill continue to exist until the end of the
~'Jorld. The .r'\.post.le Palll' s aclr:lon:LtioT~ in Ep~lesi.2.i1S Ll.: 3 is ~h8refcre sirnilar in nature
to the uOTds of Peter, llGive diligence to make your calling and election sure!!!
(II Pet. l~lO) Ue maI:e OtIT callinG ane1_ election sure uhen, by God's crace, 1Te strive
to remain merr!bers 0;' the Holy Cb.ristian Church (t~lC invioible ChuTch) by sincere
faitll in Jesu_s our Savior, "t'Jl1en lJe earnestly strive to live au]:,; lives iTl harr\1ony lJit.h
God's TTord, and uhen ue hate and avoid sin. So also tho unity of the Spirit, L"hich
has been created in each one of us by the Holy Ghost at the tiIlle Hhen ne Here made
children of God by faitIl in Christ Jesus, is preserved and retained among t'S in the
true visible chm~cll by the constant and conscientious e::ercisc of certain Christian
viTtues ,:md by avoiding ulmtever lJould destroy st1.ch unity. Such positive ChriGtian
virtues are hUI1ility, gentleness, meeIJ1ess, Gladly serving and givinG rather than
,-rantinG others to serve us and making demands 0; them, not beblg easily embittered by
personal defects in others, excercising patience and forbearance Fit11 the peculiari­
ties L-l OtT felloH Christians, not lording it over the brethren, defe'1dinc, speaking
1rell of others, and pu~ting the best construction on ever~~hinGJ practicing cenuine
love lJithout a shm! of superiority or pride. By earnestly strivinG to practice those
al1d other vil--tu_es the lmity of the Spirit Hill be kept ir.. the bond of peac c L--~ OtIT
Conference and in our congregations.

The unity of the Spirit is therefore threatened Hhen Christians are in an;ruay
laotivated by iJride, selfislme,;s; lack of sympathy, compassion,' or unlterstanding;
uhen a Christiar.. is quicI: to jl1.dge and condemn, easily angered, lmrt, or disturoed
by super-sensitivity, negative irl his thinlcine;, and impatient niGh the ueak) -Tren a
Christian is [!;iven to Gossip, slanderJ back-biting; nl1en one seeI:s -GO bind his CO:,l­
science upon others in rr:atters of adiaphoTa; 1Then leGalism Clnc1 materialism prev;::,il.;;
uhen false doctrine and practice is not irili,lediatoly stifled and nhen church disci­
pline is not properly exorcised,

There are SOf,W activities ui1ich not only tbreaten but actually r'estroy the unity
of ~he SpiTit. Such is the sin of l.mionism uhich He uill consic1er as the chief
topic of this fi:cst portion of our essay.
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Ue uill consider: TThat UnionisT,l is;; u:18.t passages in Scripture forbid this particular
sin;; hOTT the sL:. of 1'11ionisn is defended by those Fho practice it, and hO~T uJlionism
obviously destroys the unity of the Spirit.

\That is Unionism? Stated briefly, "l1l1ionisn is the joining together L'1 religj.ous
T!orle and lJorship by peo~)le uho ar8 not agreed Hitl1 one another Hith reGard to uhat
they believe or practice. It involves joint ecclesiastical efforts for religious
Harle and particularly joint lJorship i:nciuding prayer among those Hho confess the
truth of God's "\ Tord and those uho deny an3T part of it.

The great majority of sectarian pastors, congresations, aEd clUITch bodies arc
ill1ionistic to the core and their ill1ionistic activities are'stinlulated by various
evangelical crusades, revivals, and vast eCUIllenical drives, projects, and endeavors.
The large Lutheran bodies--even the so-called conservatives a~lonG them--participate
freely in urlionistic activities. Some Protestant sects, besides exercisinG religi­
ous felloHship amonG themselves in s~Jite of doctrinal differences, even clasp hands
in reli~ious Hork and uorship 11ith tile heathen--uith Buddhists, Eormons, l~ohamnec'o.ns

and Jens. The Roman Catholic Church, of course, has ahrays been tmionistic as 1cng
as it has benefited by unionistic activities.

It is true that in the invisible Church, the Una Sancta, both here 0:1 earth
and in heo.von, there is perfect unity before the lore!. God, and that j.n heaven th21''',
are no Lutherans, Baptists, Presbyterians, lJazarenes, United Drethren, or Epioco­
palians. But in the visible ChL'.rch 2.S ue see it about us in this cwrld, there uiJl
aluays be errorists, false teachers, and false churches--those Hho tench Qnc~ clsi'ond
th8,t Hhich is contrary to the Hord of God--and it is Hith regard to such that the
Lord ll1 His Word teaches us plainly what our attitude must be o.nd h~r 1m must con­
duct ourselves.

In nomaDS 16:17, l'Te find tHO commands of the Lord uhich are very unpopular in
the church He-rId of today < They are the l'fOrds llraark11 and II avoid!il IIEarlc them uhich
cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine uhic:1 ye have learned, and
avoid them!tr NIlen Judaizing preachers came into some of the early Christian con:;re­
gations ,Iith their false doctrines a..'1.d practices, the Apostle Paul imLlediately
marked them, labelled them as false teachers, separated hinself fro11 theril., and urged
the Cllristians to do lilcsuise. It is certainly obvious that the Apostle Paul is not
speatinc; of close contact uith errorists Or false teachers in a civil or business
relationship. Christians are aluays to be good citizens and good neighbors accord­
ing to the second table of the tau. B1.1.t ue are not to j Oll1 Hith them in l,wrship,
or treat them as brethren in the faith, or pray 1IitIl t~1ern, or sing hyr,ms OJ..' reli;:;ious
sonGs uith tl1em, or join them in various religious projects if they are not on8 in
faith uith us. The Lord f s Hard is sharp and clear, \1 avoid them! II (Luther I s trans­
lation: lI'Tithdrau from themZ Il )

~vidently there are nan;'l nho believe, teach, tolerate, and uphold false dod,rine
t;~;rouGh 1,:;no1'aDce or ueakness of faith. There are indeed Cl1ristians in sectarian
('ll~111Y',.,.hA~ "::n"H"1 l·rn ~'hr\"lrl h~ f"'1""\1"'l,..C\."jI't;Y'\nrl 0'"]1-,("\,,+ +'!",...,n .... 'Y'lr~ C""h ......TT +1--. ..... ,...., +l..,,....,';"Y'Io ,.....,.....,-nr\~.~r:'l "Thn-""~'TTr.""",
"-" .L '-', ,--"'~ _ '.0'-' ..., \..I,....L. '--'''-'',l. v'-"..L.J.J. '-A '--'"I.JV"-~V U':'J.'Vl.i. Q.L1.V. ':>..!..1,Vl' V.lJ.G!IJ. v~,:,~,~.L O.L.J..V..l.~ l~J.J.O';:;;..!.J,vv _• ..J.

an op~ortunity in harmony uUh the Hard of God pr8sents itself. But to have reli­
gious fel10uship uith theu is another i:catte1', and for this the lord Gives us a plain
directive as to uhat He 1'TCl.nts us to do. lIe says, IlAvoicl th3r,1!1I The posit:i~on of the
unionist and eCillllenicist is plainly c0l1demned in all those texts of Scripture 'Thioh
bid "l~S to be;rare of false prophets and to be separate frm1 those nho deny any truth
of GOCL'S ~-Jord. ITotioe in particular: Deut. 13:3; Jer. 23:16, 30-32; ~Iatt. 7:15,16a;
Acts 20:29.; II Cor. 6:17,18; Col 2:6-8; II ,Thess. 3:6; I Tim. 6:3-5; II Tim. 3:5;
Titus 1~13,Jl~5 3:10; II Pet.2:1; I Job.1J.ll.g1; II JO}1I'l 10,110

The friends of unionism naturally rise in defense of their pet theory and en-
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deavor to bolster it nith [,tany passa::;8s from t:le Dible. They quote I The8s. 5;Jl~}

IISupport the neak, be patient touard all tilen. n Or, I Cor. 9;22, liTo the ,-Teal: became I
as ueaIe, th[rG I might gain the ueak. Ii ITe should indeed have patience uith all those
uho have noL yet truly grasped tIle truths of Godls T-vord, as St. Paul urites in Romans
15:1, "He then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the ueak. II All long­
sillfering, houever, and bearing ui:th the ueak ullich is not coupled ,nth proper in­
struction from-the Word of God is contrary to ScriDture, for St. Paul "~ites to Tim­
othy, "Reprove, rebuke, exhort uith all longsuffering and DCCTRTITE!" Unionism resents
a franL al:d free discussion of doctrinal differences and does not consider Ullity of
faith essential to Christian felloHship. ~~

The proponents of "lmionism appeal to the ImT of Christian charity and love in
defense of tIteir ;:Josition. Their reasoning is thus: Because there are true Chris­
tians 1-Yl hetl'?rodox churches it is therefore morally right and de,-.linded by ClJristian
love to fellolTship uith them. III response, let us hear uhat Luther says about the
lan of love. He urites: HTllis Iau of love perneates all lavJS, and all laus must
be performed in the S1lirit of love. She regulates all la-us, and is mistress of them,
for all lilust be observed ic'l. the spirit of love. She acts axl breaIes laus, irrespec­
tive of the other cOliUllanclrlents," and then Luther continues to say, !1Faith alone can
c;ive orders to her} othenrise she is supreme to a1.1 other lans.;; It is certaLl1y a
c:reat violation of love if He i~nore the Hord of Gcd. He uho loves the Lord Jesus,
loves the Scriptu.res. Jesus says (Jo]m 11 ~23 ,24) J HIf a man love =le ,he Hill Ieeep ITy
Uords, and Ey Father vrill love hL:, and He uill cor:,e lmto hin, and maTce Our abccle
uith hip. He that loveth lIe not keepeth not IIy sayi_ngs; and the Hard uhich ye hear
is not l:ine, but the Father's uhich sont Ho.n (See also, lev. 19:17,18~ I Cor. 13:6.;
Luke 17 g3 • )

Here another quotation from LutllOr is in place. ne urites (1532), ilThe bles­
sing (of the Hard) is so great that no human heart can comprehen6. it. This is uhy
its retention reqttires a stout stiff battle. Even then it is easy to lose it for­
ever if He do not hold to t>e \lord Fitb all our Ylli(l;ht. By no means is -e118 Hord to
be considered as lightly as the 1Torld considers it, and as some foolish spirits, de­
ceived by the devil in regard to the Sacrament or other heresies, represent it to be.
They tell us that one is not to quarrel so violently over one article and disrupt
Christian love because of it. Nor should ue consicn one another to the devil be­
cause of j_t. But, they say, one might uell yield and surrender a bit and Ieeep up
fraternal and Christian unity and fellouship cTith those uho err in an cmimportant
point--as lone; as one agrees l!ith them otheruise. l! 0 J my good man J for me none of
that r::eace and unity one gains b;T the loss of Goel! s Hard! For in that case eternal

~~Lu.tller on I Cor. 5:6-8. l! The 1"Jord must be Ice;:Jt perfectly :~)Ure and cmadul­
terated; othenrise it is already corrupt and tmprofitable. And the Forst thing
is that such perverting of the Hord gains ground so rapidly and intrenches itself
so firnly tlmt it cannot be got rid of. • •• They Trant to mediate and brine about a
compronise betueen us and our opponents of the papacy. They lTould permit the Gos­
pel to be preached, but at the same time they uould still retain the rapistical
abuses. They say that because of those uho are ueal: in the faith ~Je are not to
censuxe and rej ect all such things j for the sake of peace and unity ue should sorr~e­

uhat r,LOderate our de:rn.ands and approach each other, the one side ;yielding a point to
the other and each bearing the other Uit~l patience even though ever:ythinc; wlJT not
be entirely p'lU'e •••• fio, not sol For you hear that St. Paul uould not nix eVGn a
small quantity of yeast nith the good dough. Goel had forbidden it. For it lwrks
its Hay t!lrour;h and trongh and corrupts ev~rything. Uhere in one point ue ningle
the correct pure doctrine uitIl human adelitions, the injcU'y is llone; the truth is
thereby obsccU'ed and souls are led astray. Therefore the maI:ing of such a doctrinal
hodgepodge and patchuork is not to be tolerated in Christendom. n
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life and everything else uould alretldy be lost. In this matter ire dare not buc~c;e or
concede anything to please 2"OU or any man,; but all things must yield to the '}orcl, be
they friendly or hostile. Fo!' the lIord is given not in order to achieve external or
secular neace but life eternal.' Hord and doctrine are to create unity or fellcHship.
1]here th;yare one and the same, the rest uill nc.turally fol101Tj if c10t, no unity
\Jill abic~G an;;rpay. Therefore, do not speaI~ to me of love or friendship ':Then anything
is to be detracted from tIlo Hord or tho faith; for ue are told that not love but the
Hord bri:i.1gs eternal life, Gael's graM, and all heavenly treasureG. He nill ~lacn::;r

::eep the peace 1;ith them in an external Hay, as ice Should do uith everybody in t:1e
lIorld, everc uith our Horst ener,ries •••but in doctrine and Christian felloTTship TTe
uant to have nothin:.:; to do uith them. Nor do ue uant to consider them brethren. J'lwy
are enemies, because they ImovTingly L'1sist on their error; and ue intend' to fight
aGainst thEn in our spiritual strugc,le. Therefore nothing but a satanic, seductiv8 J

and sinister strategy is involved uhen He are called upon to yield a bit nncl to con­
nive at an error for the saI:e of unity. In this uay the devil is tryi-llG cunningly
to lea,d llG EtlJGJT fror!l the T'Tord. For if 119 ado:lJt this course ano. Get together ill tl:
matter, he has already gained gr01..md) and if vJe l~ere to ;yield hire, a fin::;orbreadth,
he uould soon have an e11.[/

By nov it sh(mlC: be obvious hOF 1-,:18 sin of tmionism destroys the 1L.'1it~r of the
Spirit. Church fellom"l1ip [There there is not felloHship of faitil does not at all
emulate or reflect tho iTonderful 1Jleity of the Una SQl'1cta, the Holy Christian Church,
the COr,lH1.mion of Saints. It it rather a sham an( a caricature of true Christian
L~1ity. There simply i:: no unity of the Spirit in a unionistic fel10Fship.

UnioniSl~l iGnores and condones error, involves a denial of t;1e Truth, blunts
lOne se"se of Ged i s pure liord, and breeds indifference to t,ile pure teachings oi.' the
Bible. A unionist is therefore more dangerous than an outriGht fc..lse teacher IJe­
cause an outriGht false teacher caD easily be recognized and identified but 2 union­
ist hides behind a position of vaccilo.tion. An outriGht false teacher may have a
hiGh regard for tl1e \Tord of Geel and instill this high regard for God IS Hord in hiG
hearers, but a unionist minimizes t~lG importance of God' [) liTord and promotcG indif­
ference to the teachings of the Bible. By lIay of illustration: God says, I1Salva­
tion is by grace aloneI!! The false lJrophet says~ "Salvation is by faith and Horksl H

The tmionist says, IITolerate the false l)rophet!11 God says, liThe 1Torld uas created
in six dLWS III The false pro-~)het SDSS, nThe clays Here long eons of time and before
tIle first da7 God had already created the mass of matter fro;" uhich the Horld evolved!I'
The tmionist says: ;I T-et the false prophet bo heard! 11 Goc~ says 9 lie onversion is
urou~lrt b;" the Holy Ghost t111'0\),[;h the Gospel. rr Tiw raJ_se prophet says 3 "ll:m can
make his O1ffi decision uhether or not he uants to believe!!' The unionist says, lIThere
is not::~_l1G so bad about uhat the rlan sa~7s ~ it sounds reasonable!1I The Lord Jesus
says) ilTl1is is liy body!1I The false prophet says 9 "It is mere bread!" The lmionist
sa;jCs, 11Iet i s both COfiJll1une at the same table!ll The Lord Jesus says, llBaptize all
nations!\1 The false prophet says) !lBut not infants and little children!" The lomion­
ist says, IIForget your differences arc1 let1s lrorship and pray tOGether!'/ Thus
1ll1ioniflj;1 destroys the uIli ty of the Spirit.

Those ~Tho teach false doctrine cause divisions and offenses in thG church. They
destroy the lmity uhich God Fants His believers to enjoy. Unionism sustains the
false teachinG ancl Ieeeps the error alive. It perpetuates cl:ivision ancltolerates the
origin!?l cause of' diviGiol1. Uniollisn represents the diversities ill doctrine as sim­
ply beine varieties oj' t~le sane truth an6_ that i 1; cloesn' t r,Btter much if only minor
errors are ii-wolved. Un::..onisrl tl1ereforc produces an intolerable sitvation in the
cl1Uych5 it Dl"oduces aLe outFard Lmion TThere there :Ls no unity in (loctrine 2nd prac­
tice; it pernits anll ol1couraZGs divisions to continue under the Guise of Lmity. It
permits a Lmion to e:dst uhich is 0. deceit£'ul lie. I-G is therefore imrr;oral and a
gross violation of Christian love, and it carries uith it a loss of the Truth alto-
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[iether for the Dible S2.yS, Hi\. EttIe leaven leaveneth the \r:101e 11ll7.p.d (Gal. 2:9)

false doctrine is an evil o.nc1 r"alie;nant thing. Teachin~ th~:t u:1ich is contrary
to Cod! s lIord causes people to stur,lble, to fall, to lose their fait~l in Jesus their
Savior. The acceptance of ::;ome errors destroys faith in Christ ir:Jmediately. But the
acceptance of even so-called sr~ll errors puts a person at once in opposition to God's
IIord and may lead hirl auay frOl~1 the l'lord of Ged entirely, and that rrleahs loss of
faith because faith rests on God! s Hord and lives by means of God's \Jord. lTI1ere
error is therefore tolerated or alloFed to exist; uhere fel101Jship nith false teachers-­
pulpit and altar and prayer fellom::hip--prevails; uhere"pray:i.ng and other uorshiping
together is practiced by thOSe nho are not one in faith" there false doctrine is al­
loned a hearing and is aclmolIledged as somethinG uith uhioh ue sl10uld not be too much
concerned--even though it is able to deprive us of our sOLli's salvation. It is con-
man sense to refuse to associate uith the morally depraved aEe1 uith those TCllO lIould
lead us into crime and vice. VIe refuse to associated uith then because of t:1eir
evil infll',ence upon our bodies and r,linds. lJhat about 0,,1' souls'? Uloat about our
church? lPn.at about our Conference? Unionism c;naus at the very vitals of Christian-
ity and makes a r,lOckery of true Christinn unity~ It has dealt the death bloH to
rr.any a lar~e ChLU'ch body. let us prize most highly the unity of the Spirit uhich 1T8,

by God's [';race, enj oy. vIe may be reviled and moe!(ed by those 'Tho are caught up in
the ecuIrlenical I,10vement and in the pO~)1.l1arity uhich unionism brings--but tl:e Lord
says: "e CIrle out from among them and be ye separate and touch not the unclean thing:
and I Hill receive you and nill be a Fo.ther un'bo you, and ye shall be By SCl',S Clncl
daughters, saith the Lord alr'lighty." (II Cor. 6: 17-18)

PlI.I7.T II

Hcu SeDaratiSI,l and Selective FelloHship in Particular
Destroy the Unity of the Spirit

by Frof. O.H. Schaefer

As ue talce up the second portion of our Conventioll Essa;\T, it =.s uell for us to
revieu tllree objects of our Conference uhich have a direct bearin~ on the subject
before us. They are as folious: First, the conservation of the unity in the true
fai th (Eph. L, 3-6) ;; second, j Oll"1t testirllony and defense aGainst all public erTors in
doctrine and practice (II Thess. ];]J,-l).; Rom. 16:17-18); and third, jOll..t effort
to,;mrcl a e;cel-pleasinr::; union 1"itll other Lutherans, nanely, such union as is based upon
the unity of the Spirit--full ae;reement in doctrine and practice on tb3 basis of
God's lIord (Acts 2:L2; I Cor. 1:10). These important objects of our Concordia Luth­
eran ConSerence, tosether 1rith the others stated in alIT Constitution, have been t~e

official doctrinal stand and practice in our midst for over 20 years. Houover, be­
cause of the reliGious confusion an( the liberal trends ;Thich sec~~ to gain entrance
into every church, also into our congregations, it is imperative that these objects
of our Conference be re-emphasized froH tiFe to tir,le lest He lose sight of their
sic;nificance.

By t;1e Grace" of God the cong;rec;a"GlOi.1S of OUT Conference are united in [l confes­
sion2.1 felloHship, teachil12; and practicii."1G the sar,e doctrine ill cOi.1formity uitil the
Bible and nith the Lutheran Confessions. This has led to the establishment of church
fellolfship, that is, the practice of joint norship and Horle i~'1 the religious sphere.
This is a blessed unity uhich the Holy Spirit has brought abwt throuGh the rouer of
God's Hord and for "Thich ue ought to praise and glorify ilim every day. As lonG as
17e continue in the pureUord 02: our Lord D.n~" Savior (JaM 3:31.32). speak the same
thing, and rercain porfectly joined to~othcr in the same mind a;d i; ti~e same judG­
ment (J: Cor. 1;10), this God-civen lmity cTill remain, despite all attempts of Satan
to disrupt or destroy it.
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This unity carries Trlth it sacred duties and obligations as outlined. in Holy
Scripture. All of us together are to Give testimony and defense against all public
errors in doctrine and practice. Ue are to admonish the brother (II Thess. 3:15) 9

restore one in meekness (GaL 6~1) j reject the heretic (Titus 3:10), beuare of false
prophets Watt. 7: 15), and mark and avoid all 11ho teach contrary to the truth of
Christ and their ac1J:lerents (Romans 16:17-18). Together He are also to Hort t01'rard a
god-p1eas:ing union uith others, seeking out those uho truly share our Scrii/LilJral
position in doctrine and practice, urging the mutual public acImouledgment of such
god-Given unity, and thereafter practicing a god-pleasing church fellouship uith
them. Thus being united in the comrrlon bond of faith, He obligate ourselves to ar­
range all matters pertaining to church fellolTship TCGETHER. -Uot only good order and
due consideration for the brethren in the faith require tIns, but also tlle necessity
of allovrinC ample time for mutual study and mature deliberation in order to assure
all concerned that confessional unity actually exists betueen our Conference and an­
other church body and is not merely apparent and that it controls the church prac­
tice of those t-:r110 profeGG it\!

Uhat uonderful objects our Conference has set up lvith regard to unity, union,
anc~ felloushipZ God grant that lIe and generations to come may aluays act in accord
1'Jit11 the SCl"'i~!tural directi~vcs 1.-rl1ich lJl1del~lie these vital IJurposes of aur churcl1
bodyZ

Hm'rever, as long as He live in t;1is sinful ucr1d, Satan uill endeavor by various
means to destroy that blessed unityuhich ue enjoy as a gift from our heavenly
Father. The first portion of this essay treated some 0; these methods, in particular,
1l..'1ionism. nOlI let us consider tuo other forms of attacle upon the unity of the Spirit.
They are separatism and selective fel1ouship.

First, l-rhat is meant by separatism? let us note that there are tuo t;ypes ~ one
is Scriptt~al and pleasing to the Lord; the other is contrary to the Bible and is
condemned by the Lord. That separation is god-pleasing lIhich is enjo:ined in Romans
16:17 (mark and avoid) as the only t1eans or retaining the lmity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace (Eph. L-~3). Hhell Christians leave an erring church or synod on ac­
count of its unsound doctrine and QQscriptural practice, this in accord also vrith
II Cor. 6:17-18 lThere the lord beseeches His people, flCome out from among them and
be yo separate! ••• and r-uill receive you and uill be a Father unto you and ye shall
be IJy sonG and daughters, saith the lord Almighty!fI Hence, to apply the term " s ep_
aratistsll in a derogatory and condennatory sense to those uho follmred the Hard of
Gcd is unjustified, for the Bible enjoins rejection of and separation from all error
and errorists. tfuen therefore many members of Ot~ Conference congre3ations severed
their affiliation Hith heterodox chUlnches and synods, not precipitously, but after
all testllilony against doctrinal error had been in vain, this uas an act in conformity
crith Holy Scripture, having the approval and blessing of the Lord. It nas a. god­
pleasing separation.

Uhat~ then, is SL'lful separatism? From Holy Urit He learn that there are tuo
I~:inds: the first is the severance of Christian fel10lJship because of adiaphora
(things-neither cornr~nded nor forbidden-D1 the Bible), such as differences in church
customs, chcrch terms, order of Horship, and tIle like, or severance because of of­
fenses in the sphero of Christian life. The second kind of sinf1l1 separatism is the
refusal e2rnestly to seele the establishJllCmt of unity in doctrine and to unite :in
felloHship uith such as are in doctrinal agreement.

vJith regard to the first Icind of sinful separatism, the apostle Paul had to
contend uith a serious situation amant' the Corinthians as divisions and. contentions
arose in the field of adiaphora, incltKling pure personalities, uhich moved him to
urite and to narn aga:inst this grouinc evil in their midst. In his first letter to
them he 1\Trites, "It hath been declared unto me of you ••• that there are contentiotls
amon::; you. NOH this I say ••• nere JT baptized in the name 01 Paul?" (I Cor. 1:11,13)
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The context of these verses reveals that factions 110re dividing the congre:.;ation,
SOY,1e l~lembers preferring P2.ul~ others, Apollos j others, Cephas; and still others,
Christ. later on in this letter the apostle writes, "\:Then ye come together in t:le
churc11, I hear that there be divisions among you ••• I praise you not!" ( I Cor. 11:
18,22) Here he reb~uces theR for thoir inproper conduct ~1 tho house of GOQ as the
various parties in that conGregation assembled and held a meal in a most frivolous
manner and then proceeded to observe Lordls Supper in their midst. Paul pointed out
h011 blasphemous their actions had become, and firr,l1y reprimanding them, he sought to
restore 'L111ity among them. In this Hay he dealt uith the grave situation that had ad­
versely affected the fellowship oflJho Corinthians.

As to the second leind of sinful separatism, namely, avoiding felloHship uhere
doctrinal1.L.'1ity exists, ne turn to Paulls letter to the Ephesians, in uhich he urges
the Christians as OlIE body of believers to endeavor II to I(eep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.1I (Eph. 4:3) To the young pastor Timothy he urote, "Be not thou
therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but be ~t~~~o~

-partaker of the afflictions of the Gospel according to tIle pwer of Gocl!1f (II Tim.
1:6) In that same lett8r the apostle commends a man named Onesiphorus, uho y he said,

tl oft refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chain, but vJhen he lIas in Rome 1 he sought
~ out very diligently and found me!" (II Tim. 1:16-17)

It is clear from these passages of Scripture that faithful Christians nho teach
and practice accordinG to the 1-Jord of God should seele out one another and establish
al1d practice church felloHship to tlle glory of God and the uelfare of their souls.
To do otheroise is to come under the condenmation of the Lord for being separatistic.
It is foUo11inG in the footsteps of such a man as Diotrphes, of uhom the e.pcstle
Jolm Trrites in his third epistle (v. 9), II (He) loveth to have the preerrinence amol".[;
then (and) receiveth us not! (He prates) against us uith malicious Hords, and not
content thcreuith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbicldeth thorn
thilt uould, and casteth them out of the ch~1X'ch!ll This man refused to uelcomo Dud
su~)port Christian brethren and even hindered others from doing so. Here is a sad ex­
anple of one nho put hinself first, Hilo no 10n.t!er aclmouled2ed aDostolic Quthorit'T.
and ,-rho has become, as Dr. Stoeckhardt said in~his Exegetic~l le~tures, I! Q roal a~to­
eratic hierarch. II This Has an act of sinful separatism.

It similar spirit and attitude today can only destroy the unity of tho ';;)irit.
If Christialls ~Lillited in the faith thinIc themselves better than others; ii' tLey refuse
to seek out all who share their Scriptural doctrine and practice anc~ t:ill not strive
for the Yilutual public acknou1edgment of this fact and for'the consequent exercise of
ch~1X'ch fellolJship; if they remain in~ a state of isolation, this must be labeled and
condenmed,in the light of Holy'VJrit, as sinful separatism. let us never as individual
Christians, as individt~l congregations, or as a conference give the L~pression that
ue have a separatistic spirit! Nay He neil'er declare, "If there should be others uho
C011£ess th_e fllll Trllth as lTe do" the:T IT..ust come to us, not 1-re to them!t? SucI1 an at....
titude is not Christlike, and only Scriptuxal enlightenment and Christian love can
dispel it.

In. t.he Flicldle If300~s Dr. lJalther sO"l.1ght cu.t ccnfessior.L8.1 bretr.tr8n in America,
and as he looked for lileely prospects, some of his fe11ou-brethren became suspicious
and rebuIced hiri1 for uhat they considered a lax ar_d dangerous manner. To then 1Ja1­
ther replied, "let foolish zealots think I a.m capitulating to the heterodox! .•• I
hate separa.tism and exclusiveness%Y1 (Driefe, I) And in a sermon delivered on the
300th anniversar;'{ of' Luther I s death Halther dec1ared, "let us not eive roem to the
spirit of separatism, but ••• give the hand'of brotherhood to and unite also pub­
lically befOre the lJorld uith all those uho, for the joint prosecution of the uork
of the Lord, 1:ill rer;:airL lJitIl tlG ill tb.G old doctrll1e arId CI-llU"'cll and COllten.d ·uith
us for these treasures. II (Dol" Lutheraner, 1946)

Accordingly, it uill not do for us to shut our eyes to tho opportunities Hr~ch
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the Lord provides for promoting confessional fellolTship and eventually ChurCll fel­
louship. An essayist at the first convention of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference
(1951) stated, !lUe are not and should never become a separatistic Group!" He stard
on that statement today yet, and may He 1rho is the Head of the Church strenGthen lJS

there:Ul so thc.t ue aluays follo11 the principle of separation from error but avoid
becoming separatistic! This Hill maintain the unity of the 3pirit a1ilOng us 8ne1 pre­
serve it from harm and destruction.

TIe nOH turn our attention to another form. of attack upon the tmity of the Spirit,
and that is "Selective Fellonship.ff This term refers to the arbitrary decision of an
individual Christian or a Christian congregation, according to personal judgment, ­
uithout consultation uith and the assent of the other brethren united in the faith,
to regard another Cl~istian or CIITistian congregation as orthodox, although in a
denomination of a different felloHship, or independent, and to enter into the exer­
cise of felloHship uith such person or church. -Such action -CJaS considered tillscrip­
tural from the very beginning of our Co:r.ference, for at the second convention of
the Orthodox Lutheran Conference in 1952 a Confession of Faith uas drmm up uhich
stated tile follouing uith regard to this subject: nSelective fellonship ••• is bound
to involve those uho practice it in a relation that is contrary to the fellovmhip
uhich) accordinG to the uill of God, is to obtain betueen those uho vrish to be re­
garded as bretlITen.:; it is thus contrary to the 1m" of love, "\'Thich requires prlinary
allegiance to those uith uhom honest confessors of the full truth are vnited in doc­
trinal fellclTship. II (Proceedings, O. L.C. 1952)

VIe have heard tllat uhcn CIITistians find that they are in doctrinal agreement J

it is proper for them to have fellOlJship Hith each oti1er; It is in Iceeping uith
God's ~Jill that this mutual relation be given expression, Eph. L~:1-3. HocTever, there
are considerations that dare not be overlooked. Is i~he recognit.ion of' ot.her pastors
and congregations outside of our felloi:Jship of such urGency that the action of the
uhole church body cannot be anaited? Uhile our Conference is not a divine institu­
tion, it lTas established in keepinG pitl1 God IS uill, and 'lTe perform our church T'rork
as nertains to all our conD"rAr'at,i (m~ ;:mrl in 1"1" lRt,i nn t,o n+,hAr~ (mtside of mu' fel-

.... - ---- --- - ---~- -0-- ------ -----~ --- - ~-------- - -- ---~-~ --

lOHship by means of it. The establishment of felloHship uith those not belongL.'1g to
our Conference should be attended to by our entire church body and not by segments
of it. It should also be pointed out that there is a great advantage in having
joint prayerful deliberation and study by our entire Conference center on a fel10u­
ship problem. Hence to act independo11tly of sister churches in. this matter is an
offense against faithfuJness to onels membership pledge to the Conference and is a
breach of cc;nfidence. ::Cor one congreGation to force the issue and establish an out­
Fard fellmrship militates a[';o.inst the 1m, of Christian love anc~ tl1e spirit of fe1­
10Hship. It is danc;erous to t:l0 unity of the Spirit.

Therefore no C01JXSe should be initiated that 'Hill needlessly vex or grieve
sister concreGations or prove ~arIT~D~ to their relationship. As bretr~en in the
faith the~)' should strive to follou proper procedure, Horking together and through
the Comrnitteo on Luthoran Union on any proposed step of establishing fraternal re­
lations. After all, no bleGsings can be expected frol~l a C01.U1 se uhich ignores an
orderly process mutually asreed upon by those -llilited in the faith, for Paul aillnon­
ishes) lliet all thinGS be (one decently and in order:" (I Cor. Jl~:40) If a congre­
gation exercises fellouship uithout constutation uith and full assent of tho breth­
ren, this Hill cause confusion and Horle great harm on the unity of the Spirit. let
us remember that He have formed a cCluerence for the very purpose of actinG .iointly
in many areas, such as seeIcing to establish felloHship uith othGrs, and therefore 1Je
should not proceed in a manner that is independent of ou.r church body. The apostle
Paul urites, nIn 101'rliness of mind let eac,h esteem other better than themselves.
Lool: not every I'all all lLL0 O\JIl Lhinu;s, but every man also on the things of others: 11

(Phil. 2:3-1,) TIDy love serve one another!" (Gal. 5:13)

Hith re~ard to separatiSI:J. and selective felloHship J the position of onr C011-
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cordia Lutheran Conference is no different from that of t:18 liissouri SYD.06. III the
cla"ys of its ort:lOdoxy < It is sad t:~at liberal teachinGs Hithil"'. t;lG last several
decades of that Synod 1s history have lJec10uded the Scriptural principles that condenm.
these evils. It is alone by the ~ce of God tllat He are ho1cli:'1G fast to tho posi­
tion of the Bible on these matters. let no one i:.-c.agine that ne are judging the
hearts of those ~Jho are not l..mited "~:~tll "L,S :!..l1 faith m,"L~ doctrine l Ou.rs is not a sep­
aratistic and intolerant spirit> OlTS is not a desire to remain in a state of isola­
tion. Rather, our conviction and practice are based alone on the fact that God Him­
self enj oins all Christians not to practice reliGious fel101-TSrip uith persons of dif­
i'erent faiths. (Rom. 16:17-18) One of our Lutheran Confessions states, flIt is a hard
thing to be separated fron so many people and to maintain separate doctrine, but here
stands the divine command that everyone should beuare of and not be joined uith those
\Tho teach fa1se1y!" (Smalca1d 1I.rt. 8ec.42) Uith the Formula of Concord ue declare
that ne are ltanxiOl.l.s to advance that lmity ••• by uhich His glory rerr.ains to God un­
injured (and) nothine of the divine truth of the Holy Gospel is surrendered!n TTe
nCM conc1udA this essay vrith the final Hords of the l\.pology: "He pray Goel- to e..xtend
His grace to the end that His holy Gospel may be ImOlffi and honored by all, for His
glory, and for the peace, unity, and salvation of all of ust n

HEPORT OF THe EDITORIAL COIlIITTTEE

Dear Br8thren~

In accord nUh the directives given to your Editorial Staff at the 1976 Conven­
tion in Seattle, 1Jashington, a list of topics nas draml up for 1977 and 1978. L copy
designating the article, the author, the number of Hords, and the deadline for each
article, Has sent to eac:l lJastor in CelX' Con.ference. The response on the part of our
rastors lJas very gratifying. The articles received during the latter part of 1977
uere not only timely but also ,Tell \Tritten.

Ue need but think of Pastor lIensinr:;fs article "Crl ilcmorizinr; the Small Catech­
ism, ScripteU'e, and ffljllJnsn appearll-lg in the SeptiC:fiocr-October issue. HCH pertinent
in vieu Clf the fact that memorization has been relegated to thc;backgrmmd not only
by man;;T of our public schools but also by ever so many churches, including Lutheran
co:ne;regations. Ue 1'JOulcl also refer to Professor Schaefer i s article on iiUnionism and
Separatisn" appearing in the Hovember-December issue. Very carefully he set forth
uherein these tuo evils consisted and appropriately rorninded us that !lit is alone by
the grace of God that ue in our Conference are holding fast to tIle position of Scrip­
ture Trith regard to the sins treated j_l1 this article < 11

Included in the November-December issue nas a reprint of an article ap~)earing

in the 19M) issue of the Concordia Thc1010gical I10nthly m'itten by Dr. A.Il. Relminke1
entitled, "Euthanasia or IIercy lCillinc.!I It nas felt by our :editor that our readers
Hould derive much benefit from an article of this nature since it has becorm a suc­
j ect uhich ie: being clU'rent1y debated not on1~r aJ:1one; the members of the medical and
legal professions but also amon:.; the members of t11e clergy. ITe are confident that
our readers hove also appreciated the splendid devotional articles by Pastor Luedtke
as Hell as the othor articles published.

Uith the busy Christmas season some of the brethren sirnp1y did not find it pos..
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sible to ~rrite and submit the assigned articles by the stipulated deadline. And ue
can uell understand the heavy uorI~load u11ich our pastors mus~ shoulder 9 not only in
behalf of OlIT Conference but also in their respective congregations; consequently,
your Ed~tor and Assistant Editor deemed it necessary to inform the subscribers of
this situation by letter that "ue reereti'ully found it necessarv to concel the first
tuo issues of our CmIC OPJHA LUTHEHAH in 1978. The Lord uilling, He shall rCS1Ln.8
publication l:rith the llay-June issue." (Ilarch 31, 1978). lIe also assured our subscri­
bers that their subscriptions uou1:1 be extended tuo issues beyond the expiration dD:ce
of their present subscription. 1;Ie e::pressed the confidence that our subscribers
"JOulct underst&.'1d our situation and bear Hith us under such circumstances. As of this
lrriting (June 15th) your Editor has received no unfavorable letters concernu1g the
action \Thich He have taken.

Brethren, it is the prayer of YOlIT Jditorial Staff that the Lord's blessinzs IT.3Y

rest upon our lTorI~ as He seek to hold aloft that Iamp uhich shous us the Light of
the Horld -- Christ Jesus, vrho alone is the Hay, the Truth, and the Life!

:lespectfully submitted,

Rev. il. L. Natterer, Editor

l1EFCRT OF T:8.E FUBI:::SHING HOUSE BOARD OF COHTROL

Dear Brethren~

Another year has flO1'ffi b;y since our last convention in uhich our motto viaS,

II The Love (If Christ Constraineth Us! If "\le pointed out in our report that Christ's
love for us also constrains us in the area of the printed vTcrd. This year our motto
is;; "l(eep the Unity of the Spirit!t! ~L>.lso i...YJ. accord 1-Jith this motto., our Publishing
House, through the printed Hord, hopes to preserve and maintain the Unity of the
Spirit among us and to demonstrate 3'Joh unity to all !Tho hear <.'-nel read the materials
printed.

The referendun, early in the fisc2.1 year, Has interpreted by the Fublishing
aouse to mean that the non-passage of' it Hould curtail the publication of our Con­
ference periodical because of lack of funds. It 1TaS therefore determined not to
print the "C oncordia Lutheran" until the final results of tho referendum nere in and
1cre could proceed nith the full baclcinc of the Conference.

For this year also, in order to continue our printing and publishing 1cmrk, He
vITo recc,rranend that tIle COl1ferenee allocate the SUln of 01000.00.

During the past year, lh~ Julius Schmitt has again served our Conference liTell
in the area of lirl.otyping the "c oncol'clia Lutheranll , the Convention Agenda, and the
tract fl~crl 011.1-> ~Iission. COrr.ffillJLee. I-Ie also printed all of t118 Surlday School leaflets
for our Conference use. So that ther,; is no misunderstanding uith regard to the
token monets!'y reimbursement for lIc. Schmitt's 1'TOrk, it is recommended that the Con­
ference encourage the Publishing HOlDe to continue to pay III'. Schrt1itt $5.00 per lino­
tYlJed and proof-read paGe of the rrCo:D:;orclia Lutheran. it

11 0 progress has been made in the area of establishine; a Horlcing arrangement
uith booI~ ccmranies to have an assort:nent of orthodox Christian literature availal::le
for the mcmbGrs of ODr Conferel1ce. ije recorrll"ilend that "Gl:.e Cani·erence continue to
have at least ;~lOOO available uhen an( if the prospect for S1..1C11 a Book House becomes
possible.

Discussion is heard milcne; convent:i.Cl1 delegates about the possibility of haVing
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our "Concordia Lutheran?! printed more economically by another printer. The follOl'ring
reasons explain uhy this is not at all feasible, at least at this time: 1) The most
reasonable offer for the mere printing of the "Concordia LutheranH is $1482.00 per
year--(j903 Yil0re than the amoLU~t l.rhich 1"Je expend at preG8nt. 2) The rent of tIle shop
building for our offset equipment "ould necessarily continue for the printing of our
Ser,nnnry C2.talog, our Conference Constitution, boo~:lets, Sunday school materials,
and tracts.

It is felt also in place at this time to call to the ~.ttemtion of our deleEates
the unique temporary situation of our Publishing H::ruse Board of Cantral, and He
leould recommend, A) that the Conference recognize the fGct that the PublishL~g House
set-up in the Constitution is not capable of full implementation at this time and
leill not be really III effect until the Publishing House is capable of financially
sustaining its operations" As of nay the Board itself has the obligation to perform
manual activities umch Hill later be taken care of by plant operatives. To this
end, ile reconw,end, B) that the Publishing House Board of Control alT-JaYs be ChOS8Il

among brethren in or near the area of our business equipment.~~

TTe asI~ the menbers of our Conference to continue to remember our PublishinG
House in their prayers that this important HorTe of our Conference uill help, in its
UD..JT.:I to tlkeep the Lillity of the Spirit in the bond Df peace."

Respectfull;;r submitted,

Rev. P. n. Bloedel, chairman
Board of Control, ScripttITnl PublicatiDns

"1TOTE ~ For the disposition of this recommendation see minutes of Saturday
afternoon session and Re::oolution ;;(1 of t"lG Resolutions Cofr'mittee.

SCRIPTURAL FUBLICATIOHS (CIC) ?IFAECThL REPORT (6/1/77 - 5/31/78

Cash Balance, Juno 1, 1977

Add Cash Receipts:
Sunday School lessons
Books, tracts
Concordia Lutheran;

Subscriptions
Sr:ecial Distribution

Other Conference Printing
Total Cash :~eceipts

Total Cash AV8.ilable

less Disbursements ~

Gas
J.ent (P. F. Luedtke Bldg)
iaterial and labor costs~

SUi'1.day School lessens
Concordia Lutlleran
other Conference Printlllg

IIai1ing Costs:
Sllilc1ay School lessons
Concordia Lutheran

-;"Includ:ixlg printer labor; $380.00

2hl.00
1000.00

79.64
650.00

172.32
62().3t:-

70.00

,.
,')

1620.6;

1586.90
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Personal Property Taxes
Equipment Plrrchaoed
Sq~iymont Repairs
:~sc. Supplies, Postage, etc
Total Cash Expendittrres

Cash Balarlce J ~,'lail 31, 1978

Petty Cash
I"ixed Assets (Oris. investment - not adjusted

for depreciation)

63.75

6.61

5033.29
l~one

1662. DC;

24.90

Respectfully submitted,

v. Ie Bloedel; Business H9.nager

REPORT OF THe COliIiITT1jE CIT DJTEWR}ll TJlIIOn

Dear Brethren Ln the iord~

Uith all praioe to God for His continued guidance and blessing ue lJresent to you
O1.l.r report of the activities uhich en:;aged your Comr'1ittee since ue last met in con­
vention. The year hSt8 been a bus~~ one y and uith t:1e help o~· the Lord ue have endea~,

vcred to meet our responsibilities. 'l'his, then, is our report, and once more ue see
ir' it tIle hand of our dear Sai.rior at lTorIc.

At last year1s convention OB' Ser.Jii1ary President mentioned a nonetary gift fro:1
Concord Free Lutheran Church of TJestlake J Ohio, the Hev. E. C. Eueller, pastor. Tl1is
inde!jGnderlt Llltheran c ongr8Gatio~1 had learned of OU1~ Con.ference and of om'" Serni~-lary

and. uas moved to give periodic donations to our Hark of traininG faithful pastors for
-tho future. Upon hearin::; this report, a member of Peace Lutl1cran Church, l;r. Jeffrey
Styx, 21ad inquired uhether he might visit Pastor Huellor personStlly since he uould
c') :'n that are2. in Jul~f f'Jr 0.'.. Hedding. He uas directed to consult our Union Comnrrttee
on this Yi12.tter. UithGl'.G 2opprovo.l olche COYi"s,uttee ltr. styx made that unofficial
cor:.tact on July 10, 1977, had a very pleasant visit Hith Pastor Imeller, [mc.~ engaged
in 9.~1 informal discussion of church Gud doctrmal F;atters. IIr. Styx uas cordiE\lly
received, anc.~ a Honderfl_1~ eontact betueen Pastor i..eueller and his congregation and
OUi.' COnfer8l1Ce Has there~JY establishec1•

I am h:--cpp;-,' to report of an inter8stm:; fallaH-Up to this contact. In the fall
;::f 1977 Pastor ~Iueller 1i.tote al1(1. inquired TJhethor he might meet 1Jit,h Pastor 1<Iensll1G
:C""=l ;vour chair1Y:an at Tinley ParI~. He wO're happy to arrange such an tmofficial
.'e~tiq;, 8xpecially to bet bet"cer acq-,.'.ainted Hith him and his congregation and their
c10ctrinal back~round and present stand. Pastor HensinG and Y01..rr chairman met lei th
l-~_iId for several ~1ours 011 eacb of three days 9 Sept. 22" 23, and 25ths 1977. 1Je learr..ed
tl'~t 1'.e is of achanced middle age, uas a member of the His souri Sy{lod until he uith­
01'8:, in 1965, had no Seminary traininG' but tau6ht Sunday School LD the Cleveland
':::'1'03. =Ol~ many years nnC::_ studied ]1uelle1' 1s Clu'istiar: Dogmatics l..mder the guidnnce of
2.. 100':\1 IuthorQn pastor, Around lSJ(i7 he ,Tas asked to serve a small group of Luthel~an

Cl"c-'istians uLo also hac~ left the NisscwTi S;ynod for doctrinal reaSOnS ~ and he accepted.
Th::; ~)nr:;roc;atiol' has 8 souls, holds ):'0 the verbally inspirecl Scriptures and to the
L'"cheran COnf03S]_OnS, practices close ccmm11.YJion, ard is firmly o1'1'ose(, to any union­
:Lstic activity. In our l1:eetinc:s (yi th Fastor ilueller He discussed such' matters' as
i"oc'_-pleasinc; unity, -cnionism, separatism, divorce J church and r:dnistrYJ lodges,
,sCOt1ting, Ch:ristio.n Giving, church felloHship, chureh and state, and such chtrrch bodies
::I.e; t]y, l-,utheran Churches of the Reformation and the Chureh of the Lut,10ran Confess:.'.on.
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lIe are plorsed to report that agreom:cnt uas expressed in all points treated. This
Has most encouraging, and for this He praise our heavenly Father. He encouraged
Pastor Huener to lcoep in touch 1D_th us, attend 01.U~ conventions, if possible, and
cont2ct us for any further information, should he and his congregation be interested
-i,., ';,-..';Y\';..".,n ""''V' f'C311r'\;TC::~h;''''' TC}+ "r.::' "'V'onoT'r,l",O'V'l l-,--im !:I't"'lrl 'hoi Cl 1';++10 .p'~~Tr ;Yl ,,"Y' ·rW'l!)\T.C:l.Y'~
...l.oJ.J. d v.J..J...L....i..,J...l.':1 ...,\A-l., .J..V..l-..L.V :,\Ju:'.LoJ-IJ. ..s....,-,..., \,A.I....I ..... '-".I.' ... V,:.I ... V........... .L':'..l-l.IJ. ..... .I../,.......... .L ..... u ...1-...1- ..... v ........... ..L. "''-''-'..L>' .J...l.... ""'-'- 1:"'.... -J """"w ,....

that, if Goel Hills, unity be established betueen thetl and us.

Hith regard to certain pastors and congregations Hhich left the Lutheran Churches
of the ReforDation because they claL~8d a change in the latter's doctrinal position,
He have had no' further contact uith them to date, in spite of our 1rriting to their
representative, but ue rerr.ain villir.g to meet uith them as a group or as individuals.,
if this can be arranged.

IText in our report is the account of the third meeting held bet1-reen the Comnn8­
sion on Doctrine and Practice of the Lutheran Churches of the Reformation and our
Committee on Lutheran Union. It took place at Peace LutherdIl Church in Tinley ParI:
on ITo'v'emb0r 12, 1977. RepreSt311tirlg the ICR "t'jas its l1e1"rljt-elected Cotnlnittee; Rev·.
Paul Koch, chairman, laCrosse, Indiana; Rev. Sheldon Twenge, lnnneapolis; Rev. E.
Ericlmon, IIidland, llichigan; and lIr. Herbert Gade, lIinneapolis. Our-representatior.,
the sar~le as last year, consisted of your chairman, Professor Hensing, Rev. James
LuodtI:e, and Er. David T. Hensing, substituting for IiiI'. Victor Bloedel of Seattle,
vn10 could not attend.

T::18 agenda for this meeting, mutually agreed upon by both committees at the lard:,
meeting, Tras as folloFsg liTo settle ourselves on Hl1at constituteG a state of confee·­
sion in the light of Holy Scripture ar.d then to discuss the applicatior. of the do~­

trir.es irvolved to specific cases, especially to the O.L.C. split. 1I It Has also
w~ltually agre2d at the start of this third meeting to include a brief eXl)lanation of
the reasons for uhich several men had in recent years left the ICR. Pastor Paul Koch
sUITI1arized the entire situation by pointing out that the matter concerned proper,
Scriptural practice in the third step of Christian church discipline. Some held t;'2C,~

Hatt. 16:17 does not require a face-to-face meeting, although this is desirable, 1:;-_,':;

that if t);2 one il":l discipline refuses to hear the church, either by rejecting its
ad!Tlonition in person or by deliberately absenting himself from the meeting of -<:.he
congregation Hithout just cause, the church has t~1e right to excormnunicate such 2'"
individuaL Those uho severed their affiliation crith the ICR held to the fo:cmer
position and claimed that the ICR Has no longer faithful to God's Hord on thi3 point,.
Houever, a stud~T of lIatt. IG~17 in the original GreeI: Hill shoH that a face-to-f,:cc
confrontation befo~e the step of excoi®mnication is taken is not absolutely re~uir0~

by those Hords of the Lord.

Follou:Lng this:1 the meeting beb:reen our doctrinal committees continued Hith
further study of Pastor Bloedel's essay at the 1957 Convention of our Conference on

"The lTature of a True state of Confession. iI The follm'ring sections nere read and dis­
cussed, also in the light of the Bible passages contained therein: Admonition and
Exhortation, Patience and Love, Seve:;.'ance of Fellouship, and AckDo'Jledgement of true
Brethren ar,-d the Establism:;.r:mt of True Fellm'rship. The term 11 state of confessionll

Nas tr:o:;:"ouE)11y discussed 2o:1C[ explained as an act of protext overagainst dcctrinal
error, and uhen admonition has been 3iven but not heeded, the I)rocess leads to
severance of fellol!ship. Thereupon Ol'1~ hvo comr,1ittees expressed their unanimous
as:::080rO.ont in the Scriptural l'rinciple s expressed in Pastor Bloedel's essay. Both
groups praised the Lord for His grace in leading us thus far in Olrr meetings and
resolved t.o moet again, if possible, shortly after Easter. After a session of some
four hours, the meetiJ.1[; closed uith silent prayer.

In e9rly April of this year YOUj~ chaitman contacted Pastor I(och to try to ar­
range another r::cetine of our doctrinn_ committees. He regretfully informed us that
because of the fir-ancial pictm'e in t~18ir church body, their C01l1nission Hould not be
able to moet rrith us, and he added, rt1!s have had some defections recently,!: but he
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did not explain fu.rther, only implying that this development proclu';r)d a financial
strain cn the remaining member congregations. He indicated our re:~ret, too, and ex­
pressed the hope that oux corr~ttees might meet again in the fall.

He rejoice that to date our r,leetings 'lith the ICR have b2en most friendly ar_d
cordial and under God c0l1siderable progress has been made. There still are doctrinal
and practical issues to be discussed :mcl agreed upon as ~Je strive for a truly god­
pleasing l..illity. He assure ~rou again that He l.orill proceed cautiously in this matter
so as to avoid the development, of an unscriptural fellolJship, and Fe uill be guided
alone by the llorel of God in all decisions. "He beseech your continued prayers that
God I s blessing might rest upon future meetings L'rith the Luther3J1 Churches of t,he
Reformation.

At last yearts convention your Committee Has instructed to complete i"':.s Hork on
the Guidelines for Colloquy and n submit them to all our pastors for their brotherJ_y
consideration. SUl"::restions. and aDnroval. 17 This "rorIc has been com':)le~ed.. 311cl the
proposed Guid~lin~~ Here s~bmitted" to o~ pastors for study at thi; year1s Pastor3l
Conference held last lJednesday. Upon approval they 1'rill be put into l..'J8 ,lith such
individual pastors 1Tho J Hith t;1cir congregations, shou interc3~0 in [ud c'l.e8i.re to
establish felloHship crith our Conference.

At oux convention last year yoUl~ Committee expressed the con:victjonl~l1atFitl'.
reGard to the ChUl'ch of the Lutheran Confession, it uould accompli"lJ l'Jth5_ngl r :~>

S1..we negotiations clitn that church body at the present time or in the 1"e2]' ftl'cure
because our moeting uith t!1cr,1 in 1968 reached an impasse on the doc·~rir.u of '=l11..1Tr:h
and ~Iinistry uith definite disagreement betueen both groups. HmF"\Gl.~., tj1C Joor HQ:':

left open for possible further discussions.

This year one 0; our sister congregations, St. Stephen 1s of IJilmot , has brough'
a Kemorial to the attention of our Conference, desiring that nego~i2:~iC;Js 08 yeS1)jl1 i ,:I
uith the COlC in the light of its amplified Theses for the members of 01..1r Un.l.c.1 CC'··
Y;1ittee for their study ancl Gva11.1.aticIl. 1fJhile our Cornrnittee 1)"3.8 11.fJt 2:)1e to ~?r.:+:

officially on th:'s matter, a preliminary perusal of the materi2l .:'C'f'[il5' to iIlclj~l:I':;

no change :,-n the position of tl1is ct.Ul~ch body on Chuxch and llinL:t'.'Zr. j)\18\ '''';~; 1.'.­

til our Conmittee as such comes to a decision on this matter, fc:.tu;;.'e aetio:-, "!lJ.ch b"
held in abeyance. lTe belieiTG that if thorough and prayerful ptucly- of tl1:: '=l~(;S0S c:"
the Church of the Lutheran Confession reveals that a neu approach :'0 1)1:~J !j Geli.! is
l'rarranted J He Houlc'_ endeavor to arrange such a meeting uith ther; 8.t '·"2 CcC:Tl::FS+,
possible tir:le.

In closing this report, ue nOH submit to you the folloHin£; r'JcoF::'~"nr''''~:'_on':';

1) That 01..l.r Committee 011 Lut:1eran Union hold further rr.eAtinr;:: Fith tbe
.u;.::( as long as the agenda a[;reed upon is follouecl 2''''(1. f1..1J 'l1er rJ:'O:~:"jSs
is nade touard fineing trne unity;

2) That the neuly-elected Union Committee retain the S'lT"8 in0·,r-:.d1..1alo; nO' [1,

neGotiating' - -" uith the ICR because of their far:riliaric'YJ af+,cT
thorouGh stud;/,'Tith the l112.tters 1.1.nder discussion -1" O1..'r Y18e+,ings lrith
that church body) cmd

3) That the neuly-elected Union Ccmmittee prayerfully st"c1c)Y -;;hs The":,,, 0/'.

Church and Hinistry of the Church of the Lutheran Cc:u'c:::;cion anc, ou::'
O1ffi TheEies and determine uhether they uarrant resunpticl of r,1cstings
betTTeen o"Jr Confor'3nce a:xl the COIC, a positive clecicion to be based on
firm evidence t):y',t t:lei.~' official doctrinal positiO'rl C'i. those teanhings
has chancsed 2nd ac~rees u5_th Holy TTrit; or, if UG do not find th2i-c
position to l:.n::; 8hangod, t.hat, upon an inquiry initi·~t.8C1. by our Com­
mittoo on LuoGl-:.oran CnioD, tlley indicate their uillinGno:'c te r"':let F1th
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us to study, examine, and possibly to re-evaluate tlleir position on the
basis of Scripture alone and give us at the same tine opportl.mity to
explain and defend our tl1eses on the same basis.!!

ITOH may the Lord of the Church help us to continue faithfully in this important
Hork of fellolTship negotiations and to pr2_y crith Luther, "Hay God, the Father of all
mercy, give unto us through Christ Jesus} His Son, the Spirit of unity a..'1d the pouer
to do His Trill!!!

Respectfully submitted,

Tl.ev. O.lT. Schaefer} chairman
Profess or H. David Ilensing
Rev. James I}. LEedtke
IJr. Victor Ie. Bloedel

GUIDELllrcs FOR COLICQUY
(Adopted. Please see Hinutes of Saturday's session.)

I. Personal Information of Applicant~

A. Hame:
B. Address:
C. Phone~

D. Birthdate and place~

E. Are you a citizen of the United States?
F. Marital status (if divorced} specify):
G. Hunber of children and their present status:
H. Years in active Hinistry~

I. Parishes served (give dates a~d reasons for leaving)g
J. Former S~nl0dical Affiliation~

IC. Reasons for Severance:
L. Hon uere your relations other\Jise~

II. Reasons for desiring colloquy in the Concordia Lutheran Conference:
IT. Current Occupation and Pinai1cial Status:
O. Condition of Healtll:

II. Educational Information of Applicant:
A. Elementary and SecondarJT Schools attended (give dates):
B. ColleGes and/or universities attended (give dates and degrees earned alld

submit transcript of credits):
C. Serrlinary attended (Give da-Les aDd ::mbmit transcript of credits):
D. Here ;you graduated?
E. Other study pursued after graduation:
F. Personal talents and interests (music, language, public speaking} sports,

hoblJies, etc.):

III. Information reGarding Applicant's public testimony on matters of doctrine m-:cl
life:

A. Pertinent Correspondence:
B. Official records~

C. letters of Protest:
D. Convention and Pastoral Conferenc& Essays:
E. OtI-ler public l-rriting s :

DJ. Inforn~tion regarding Applicant's aptness to teach and preach:
A. :Cx8111ination of materials used in various instructional classes
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B. Study of several sermon ~anu2cripts preached on regular or special occasions
C. Audit of at least teTO sermons by the applicant, at least one by personal

audit and observation; ot:1Crs via tapes or otherl'l"ise
D. JlKa~lples of proper division of law and Gospel
~. Pastoral Theology~ A discussion of various cases
F. Catechization of Children and Adults - theory and actual examples

V. Information regarQll1GApplicant's ~ualificatioGs for the ministry in the light
of I Timothy 3 and ~itus l~

(Consideration of each item here set forth.)

VI. Information regarding Applicant I s agreement crith Ule Confe88ional Position
of the Concordia Lutheran Conference;,

A. Brief dogmatics revieu.
B. Applicant's position as to the Lutheran Confessions
C. Unity, Union, Unionism~ Separatism, Selective Fellmrship
D. Authority of local congregation Anu of conference, and their relation
E. Lodges, Scouting, and other :kganizations
F. The popular dance and sllilil~~ sins and temptations of our day
G. Freenill offerings vs. Bazaars, Suppers, etc. Hinisterial salary.
H. Adiaphora and Christian liberty
1. Other matters of Doctrine and Practice (including Bible Translations)

VII. D1for~ation regarding ApplicQnt fyom other pastors and/or layrilen~

VIII. Subrrit, in yoUl~ o~m handm'itiLg, " monograph of about 500 Hords concerning your
desire to enter our ministry.

llEIIORIAL TO THE 1978 CGiVEHTION 0;:;' TIE COHCORD:D-\ IUTIICRAr COHFERilliCE

Submitted by st. Stephen's Ev, Lutheran Church, UiJJnot, South Dakota

PID\.SE nOTE: Concerning the action of the convention en this nemorial, please
see the IIi~lutes of the 7Criday afternoon session.

1rnFltEAS our Concordia Lutheran Conference Constitution states that one of its ob­
jects is, lIJoint effort touard god-pleasing lillian lilth other Lutherans,
namely such union as is based upon the unity of the spirit--full aereement
in doctrine and practice on the basis of God's vTord/ (Art. III, Sec. 3);
and

TJH:EREA.S the Church of the Lut11erar.L Confession is a cOllser'\!ati"ve }).ltheran boc1:T 1-r11ich
is a1uays Hilling to give testimony concerning its faith and doctrinal pos­
i tion II in meekness and reverencet01"rard God's Ho13r Hord,!! as its latest
Proceedli1Gs inoicate (1976, p. 26)~ and

TjHEREAS our Conference's doctrinal position appears to be very close to that of the
Church of the Lutheran Confessionls in all areas uith the exception of the
doctrines oj' the Church and lfinistrY3 and

UIillREA.S our Conference states in its Theses on those doctrines (entitled, HThis
Scriptural Position He Still Hold!!) that trrepresentatives of the Concordia
Lut:1oran Conference ,:rill be happy to r,leet uith reprosentatives of tl10 church
bodies cOiJlprisecl of o'\.1r fornler bretlITen. lT110 deoj_rc to discuss 1'rith us tllese
Theses in the interest of tru.e Lutheran unitY3 i1 (:::>. 3); anc~

1JEEREAS it has been 10 years since our Conference h2.8 met Hit~1 tl1e Cbeech of the
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lutheran Confession to discuss the doctrines of the Church and ITinistry, at
Hhich tir,le tl1e door uas left open to further c1iscussion of the matter3 and

HHEREA.S the Church of the L-Jtheran Confession has since that time amplified and ex­
plall1ed further its Theses on Church and Ministry in printed form; and

\rJI{SImA.S further discussions based alone upc-n God's Hord conc erning the doctrines of
the Church and Ministry could produce abundant fruit and lead to a goc­
pleasing unity between our church bodies under the Lord, who is able to do

"exceeding abundantly above all that He ask or think,!! (Eph. 3:20), therefore

BE IT RESODTED that the opinion ~c~ressed in our Cor~erence's official Proceedings
ll1 the Report of the Coroouttee on Lutheran Union (1977 p. 24) be reversed,
na~'1ely the opinion lJhich states, lIbecause of the impasse that Has reached
(i.e., in the 1968 meetings uith the COlC) your CorrJ"uttee believes that it
';J"Ould accomplish nothing to resume negotiations with the Church of the
Lutheron Confession at the present tirne or in the near future;" and

BE :::T FUETlffi RESODJED that the members of our CornInittee on Lutheran Union obtain
copies of the Ch"rch of the Lutheran Confession1s amplified Theses on the
ChtITch and J'.1inistry ana. otudy these diligently as individuals and as a
group in order to prepare for doctrinal discussions :dth the Church of the
Lutheran Confession~ and

IT FlJRT:{CH RESODJED
r(:ake definite
1J1.CerGst of 2­

encouragEment

that our Conference through its Comnittee on Lutheran Union
and concrete efforts to meet uUh that C1urch body in the
god-pleasing unity and at the same t~,le solicit the prayers,
and financial support of the lay members of our Conference.

('l'hi;" memorial uas approved by a special Voters I Heeting of st. Stephen's
Luthc::ran Church, held Sunday, Hay 7, 1978.)

Signed, Rev. James IT. Luedtke _' Pastor

I1EPORT OF TEE cnj;lIITTEE Gi :rrS3IOHS

Dear Bretr.ren~

111. ChL'is·liian is a missionary by virtue of his Christianity. And the pastor not
onl:" beCcl.1138 of his personal Christianity, but also because of his callinG and his
leadership in the church J is pre-eminentlY such. A Christian congreGation there­
for,," dare not be satisfied to have the Gospel only tor itself and of its children,
but must preach it also to the unchurched in its mID community, in adjacent terri­
tory, in c1istant parts of the Forld, even to the uttermost parts of the earth, Acts
1:3. I... Ch::istiac r:astor is j~l duty bOUIld to instruct his congreGation accordingly
and to persu,'1.do j_t to be actiYe in the mission-Hark of the Church by prayer, by per­
sonal testimony and efforts in Himling the l.U1churched, and by supportinG the Eorl: of
tho Church at large ... by their liberal contributions. The pastor lLL11self ought to
be a missionary leader; he ought to haye a passion for souls, Matt~ 9::36; II Cor.
5:11; l:att. 19:27-29:; 20:2S-213. H (Fritz, Pastoral Theology, p. 283, 1932 Ed.)

Th::i.s quotatiOE from a former professor of Pastoral Theology in Concordia Theo­
IO[3;ical Semllmry, St. Louis, llis30ln'i, sE!rves to introduce our mission report this
yp2.r and to point us to the important fact that mission ,!OrI: is the individual re-­
sponsibility of overy Christian as uell as the croup responsibility of the corc;re­
gation and Oj~ the Church at large, such as our Concordia Lut21eran Conference. He
of the liissio:1. CG::unittee are Hell auare that zeal for mission 1-1ork YiTLlst come first
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of all frem the hearts of each indiviclual member and that only throush such zeal Hill
any mission endeavor of our Conference ever succeed. It is for this reason that
your committee sau fit during this year to urite and develop a rnissi')n tract entitled

llHelpful I-B.nts for Personal Christian rIission Hork.!! As the title itselv shous, this
tract ai~s at helping the individual C~~istian L~ his everyday mission opportlmities.

This tract greu out of a presentation that your present llission ColTlYilittee chair­
man gave to his mrD congregation last Fall in connection Hith its annual llission
Festival. In the form of ten guidelines, it uas afteruard sutmitted to the Confer­
ence president for revierT and approval, at uhich time it underHent appropriate
changes. Then, copies of the president-approved draft Here sent to all liission Cor,l­
mittee members. SOT,le of the conmittee members had other' suggestions and ch8-1_[';9s
1-~hich uere gratefully received, and: "lfter consideration, incorporated into the pro­
posed tract. As the lIission Comnitt88 chairman, it Has very gratifying for me to re­
ceive thoughtful responses from the comreuttee aembers and I believe that they apprec­
iated havine; the opportunity to part::icipa-te in the Conference I s Hork durine; the year.

In its final form, Tl HelpfUl Hi:'lts for Personal Christian i-iission HorkT! Has sub­
mit-ted to our Publishing House about the end of ilarch for publication as an official
Conference tract. It Has left up to t;le good judgr;lent of the Publishing House to set
the tract BitO an appropriate and pleasinG format for publication. =~pefullYJ clli~der

the Lord1s blcGsll1e;, this tract l;ill soon be available for distribution. It is the
recommendation of the Hission Ccrnmit+pe that this tract, 1Jhen ready, be advertised
in our official organ, ThE;:. Concordia ~theran, so that there is opporhmity for sales
that uill make its printing economic?.lly feasible.

You ccr'1ydttee reCOGnizes that a russion tre,ct is not a mac;ical formula that Fill
solve all the missions problems of our Conference. Houever, He are m:are of the
feelinG:::> of llldividual Christians t-,hen they are suddenly faced u::i_th mission opportun­
ities in their daily lives. As one of our comnuttee members expresser::', it, lilt seems
it is alliClyS so easy to confess our faith uhen ue are around other Christicms but "Te
are afraid (ashamed?) ,Then taJJcing uith unbelievers." It is 01-11' hope therefore that
this tract, by its shlple, straightforuard and concise form ':Till be an aid and en­
cOlTager'lent for each of us in olU~ da~T to day mission Horle.

TurninG nO'T briefly to one other item concerning the Hission C8J:lmittee, your
ccrmuttee chairman receivec~ a letter fror1 Trinit~T Lutheran C12urch, Coos Bay (East­
side) OreGon dated June l!, 197G. As our deloGates renou, Trinity congreGation is
presently uithout a re[!,ular pastor and. is beine served by Pastor Eatterer of Lebanon,
O1'ee;on. The letter from Trinity stated, HThe Voters of Trinity Iuthel~an Church do
hereby request ~Iissicn Subsid;y for th" fiscal year 78-79 in the amuLlnt of Gh800.00~t

effective upon the acceptance of a fj2..vine Call. n

To refresh bur memories, in 1975 Trinity ccngregation, then called st. Jom'lls
L"'cltheran IJission, uas e;ranterl a subsidy of $400 a month or [:,4000 a year) tlto be begun
upon the acceptance of a Divine Call) the subsidy to be revieued annually at the con­
vention." (1975 Proceedings, p.lIO) As is shmn1 in this year!s convention Prospectus,
p.4; the amount of Ch8CO Has incor,xr8.tecl into tIle Conference!s finances under the
liission FUlld in the 177-78 budget.' It is th2 reccmmendation, then, of the IT"_ssion
Comnittee to this convention that t],e amoUl1t of i:;w8CO·;;- for IIission Subsidy be n:.ade
9.vaj.lable to TriY1ity Lutheran Church, Coos Bay (Eastside), are. for the fiscal year
1978-79 according to their request, i.e., "effective upon the acceptance of a Divine
Call."

Uespectfully submitted,

Rev. James IT. Luedtke, ch::.drman

~'For the revisicn of tllis figure to ()5180, see ilinutes, Sunday 1 s ses sian.
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REPORT or THE COIIiITT:C:;:; CH THEOLCGICAL EDUCATIOE

Dear Brethren:

The highlight in our Seminary ·'rogram this last year uaG the graduation of IlX'.
Randall Styx on ,sunday, June lith. Tho President of our Seminary had rC(1uGstcd the
undersigned to preach the sermon at the Graduation Service, but due to re3.sons of a
very practical nature it uas not thought advisable for him to malw the trip to Tin­
ley Park, Illinois; ccnsequently, President Schaefer preached tIle sermon o.no. Prof­
essor Hensing nas the liturgist at the service. Our prayers ascend to the Thrcne
of Grace in behalf of our Candidate for the Pastoral Office that the Lord of the
ChtU"ch may pour out upon hlil the sevollfold gifts of F..is Hol;'{ Spirit t;1at he might
prove to be a faithful stecTard in the Lord's VL~eyardl (Isaiah 11:2)

He are 2.1so pleased to report that :.r. David T. IIensing, a student of theology
at our Seminary, has completed his third academic year and is preparinG to el':ter his
~l8ar of ~ticaro.Gc. Our SC17una.ry Facnlty sent out 110tification of this fact 13.st ~l1011th

to find out if any of our congregatiol1S uere interested in requesting hin as a vicar.
If not, then beginning 1TUh Septembel"., 1978, student Hensing Houle'. serve his vicarage
in his home congregation, Peaco Ev. :T..Jutheran ChL1xch of Tinley Park, Illinois. Again,
>lC pray t:la·c t~lG Lord~s blessill~S n:.a:y~ accompany the lTork done by "Vicar IJonsing so
that the congregation in ,Thich he serves as ,ricar may also reap the fruits of his
labors l

As in the past, so also nOH, He earnestly plead uith the individual members of
the congrecations in our Conference to flood the Throne of Grace uith their ferver·t
prayers to increase the l1mnber of qualified students in our Seminary. After all,
does not the Lord of the Church command us) PI Fray ye therefore the Lord of the ha}."­
vest~ t~·I_at He "Hill serld forth laborers into His har,rest?" (11att. 9~J8) _A.nd does !"1ot
He also assure us -' "The effectual fervent prayer of a riGhteous man availeth rmchT'
(James 5:16) "let us therefore cor,le boldly unto the throne of grace, that 1!2 may
obtain mercy, and find erace to help in time of need.1! (Heb. h~16)

Respectfully subr~tted,

Rev. II. 1. lJatterer 9 Chaiman

REPORT OF THC SKJITAny PRESIDEHT

Dear Bret~xen in the lord:

if The Lord hath done ~rea'(; things for us~ 11hereo1' He are glad. ii (Ps. l26~3) "He
U:.ankful unto HiY.l, and bless His neue;!! (Ps. lco:hb) In the light 0';: these 'yords of
J,:;he beloved Psalrrist, ue, the faculty and students of our beloved SeminaryJ as~: you
<.lele::;ates and all the members of our Conference, to join us in declarinG 01}r grati­
tude to God fOl' His many blessings u".!Jon the norI~ of our Seminary during its ni.."1th
year of operation. ence more His mercies nere neu l.mto us every morninG, and His
i'aithfulness touard us continued jT:~t)-l each passing day. But uhere ue have failed
because of our sinful ueaI=ness, Fe beseech God to p2.rdon us, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord. It is He alone n110 has guided and blessed us durinG the pnst
year of teaching and learning, and to Him ue turn for our direction and strength
also in the future.

The ninth year of 01..11' Sel;linary 'Jegan on lIonday, October 3, 1S:77. The stuclent
body consistec1 of lire Gerald Luedtke of Park Forest, Illinois; Iir. David T. j~c'13:ine;

of Orland Park, Ill.; and Iir. Randall styx of Tinley ParI~, Ill. Because of the
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necessary secular Trlork of the students, certain adjustments had to be nade in the'
scheduling of classes, but the requirements for courses i"ere in no TJlay sacrificed,
and the standards of the Sendnary remained as high as all-lays.

During the' first semester Professor Mensing taught Dogmatics III, New Testament
Greek (Grammar), and a supemsory Homiletics course. Your President taught Logic,
Symbolics I, Pastoral Theology, Liturgics, and a su:pervisory Homiletics' course. Te­
gether with church duties fOr which each professor Trms also responsible, the schedule
every week was very full and demanded most csreful budgeting' of tirrle for study and.
proper preparation. The first semester closed on Febrilary 3, 1978, following final
examinations.

After a semester break of one ueek classes resumed on February 13, 1978. Fol­
lowing the pattern of the first semester, classes l'Tere held on Monday and Thursday
evenings and ~n Friday morning. During the second semester Professor Honsing taught
New Testament Greek (Advanced Grammar) and a supervisory Homiletics course; your
President taught Dogmatics I, Symbolics I, Nell Testament Isagogics, Pastoral- Theology,
and a supervisory Homiletics course. The second semester concluded on June 9th after
three days on vThich ex.aminations uere given. 1IJe are happy to report thatit lias
possible to accelerate the l"ork in many of the courses to some deQ:ree in accord uith
the resolution of the convention three ~ years ago. ~

During the past Seminary year Students ~~ensing and Styx had opportunity to gain
further practical experience by assisting Trlith the liturgy and by preaching in the
pulpit of Peace Ev. Lutheran Church in the regular services and also in michveek'
lenten services. The messages of these students are thoroughly Christ-centered, a
joy to hear, truly edifying, and delivered uith fervor and conviction.

!ess than two i'Teeks ago, Nr. Randall Styx was graduated from our Seminary j.n the
second service of its kind since the establishment of our' institution in Tinley Park
in J.969. It took place in the Sunday service of Peace Ev. Lutheran Church on June
11th. YOur President delivered the ssrrnon on the topic, ftThe Beatlty of tlia Christia."'l
Ministry," basing his message on Is 6:8, and also conducted the Graduation ceremony,
assisted by Associate P! ofessor Mensing, Hho Trms also liturgist for the special ser'N

vice. Congradula.tory corrnnunications ",lere during the service from the Committee on
Theological Education and from our sister churches in the Conference. The Lord
granted beautiful weather for this occasion, and after the service a delicious buffet
luncheon and reception were held on the grounds of Peace Church. A pleasant after··
noon of Christian fellowship was enjoyed by all in attendance.

Around the middle of }~y a letter was sent to all oux congregations, irJ:cr~j~~

them that Nr. Styx would complete the prescribed curriculum of our Seminary by the
end of the first ful1vreek in June and upon graduation limuld becon:e a Candidate' of
the Reverend H::inistry (c.r.m.) and eligible for a Solemn Call. As of this Trrritir,g;
Ifr. Styx has received a divine call from Trinity Lutheran Church of Eastside, 0:'1e­
gon, but no decision has been reached to date. We extend our sincerest congr:thll'J,­
tions to him upon his graduation and pray God to guide him in his prayerful del:i..be-..·,·
ations and snol-Jer His richest blessings upon his labors as a faithful ,JOrker in the
vineyard of the Lord.

During the past school year we acquired various theological books, many of
which, long out of print, were obtained at a reasonable price from the libraries 0:
deceased or retired Lutheran pastors 1v.ith whose families we established contact and
from them received wonderful cooperation and assistance in supplying our needs. For
this help we are most grateful.

This year our Seminary also acquired a program clock and buzzer intended to
regulate the prompt beginning and closing of classes and other meetings. It 1vaS felt.
that this would be a iolOrtmlhile addition to our equipment, and monies given in the
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past 1'01' just such needs covered the expense. 1'Je intend to install this clock during
the summer months so as to be ready for use at the start of the fall semester.

Speaking 01' monetary gifts for Seminary purposes, He received during the past
year a eift'of ten dollars from the Young Peoplcis Group of Peace Lutheran Church,
Tinley Parle, for the previously mentioned IIbell" system. We also received three
donations totaling $33.65 from Concord Free Lutheran Church in Uestlake, Ohio, the
Rev. E.C. IIueller, pastor. This independent congregation of less that a dozen souls
has been sending periodic gifts to our Sewinary for over a year because, ~s its pas­
tor stated in a letter, this church uants "to aid those Hho, like us, are striving
to spread and maintain the pure vJord of God lJith His help." All gifts have been duly
acknmJ"ledged by an official letter from your Seminary President. i~ay the fine Chris­
tian example of these donors move others to bring special gifts for our Seminary as
well as for other Conference endeavors as the Lord has prospered them! Such offerings
given in His name and to His glory "l'dll be graciously renarded by our loving Savior,
and they 1'Jill continue to serve His cause long after ne have departed this life and
entered our home above.

During the coming Sunlliler months it is our hope to complete the project of a new
Seminary Catalog Hith its necessary revisions and additions as "\Tell as the inclusion
of suitable pictures. As soon as this is available, our congregations ,~ll be not­
ilied.

As 1'Te review the past Seininary'year, faculty and students are most grateful to
almighty God for His many blessings, especially for His pure VIord, liThich guided and
sustained us every day and around "hich He gathered each Heek in solerrm chapel devo­
tions to be strengthened and inspired for our tasks. Here He must aclmouledge again
vnth profound thanks the loving service of fIrs. H. David Hensing, -~Jho faithfully
served as organist for these devotions.

As we look ahead to the tenth year of our Seminary Hork, Student Gerald II.
Luedtke i'Till be taking such courses as can be conveniently scheduled for him. Stu­
dent David T. Mensing, having completed his third academic year, is eligible to be
a Vicar startiD.g in September of this year. As ue Imm-rs the purpose of' a vicarage
is to give the student adequate practical training in regular preaching, teaching,
pastoral counseling, and all other phases of pastoral theology in a local congrega­
tion of our fellowship under the supervision of its pastor of pastors. T~is experi­
ence will be of substantial benefit to the student not only during his final year of
study, but also for his future labors as a pastor of a Christian congregation. Ac­
cordingly, around the middle of IIay tIle faculty addressed a letter to all our
churches, asking if any desired the services of a Vicar for the coming year. Since
no requests were received, Peace Lutheran Church extended a diplorrra of Vicarage to
j::fr. Bensing to be in effect from September 15, 1978 to June 15, 1979. lYr. Hensing
also plans to take at least one course in ou~ Sewinary durL~g his vicarage. Imy
the blessing of the Lord rest upon the labors of OL'.l~ students as tlley continue their
preparation for service in His vine;)rarcU

...!l..s vIe brirlg our report to a close, it cannot be er:l1J112sized en.ou[Sh tl12,:t our vital
1ilTOrIc in the Seminary must go foruard and that ue desperately need ministerial stu­
dents nOVI and in years to come if our children and theirs are to have the pure Hord
and Sacraments in their midst. The fact that ue have lTO prospects at tbis time con­
tinues to be a serious matter requiring prayerful consideration by every congregation
in our Conference and by every member in those churches. lay people, parents, and
pastors, let us all cont~o offer fervent prayers for OLIT SemUlary, asking God to

Hsend forth laborers into Bls harvest,lI (IIatjt. 9:38); let us do all He can to recruit
ne'tJ' stUdents, for it is a fact tl1at our pastors are gro1'J-ill.g ol(\~r alld the possibilit3~

of death or incapacitating illness is ever present; and let us contribute to OLIT

pastoral training program as the Lord has blessed us so that His Hord Tila;T reign in
truth and purity among us and amonG generations to come! Hay t.his be the finn re-
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solve of each and everyone of us to do his part to keep our Seminary functioning
to God! s glory and the uelfare of the Church of today and tomorrovrl

On behalf of tIle facult:y" and~ students I sincerely tharJ\: all our conference men­
bers for their prayers and gifts in the past as well as Peach Con~re~ation for the
continued use of its facilities. God bless you richly for your interest and sup­
port! }(ay He enable you to continue to pray and give for this vital cause in our
midst! To that end ue say v-Jith the hyJ1m vrriter:

lord, bless Thy Hard ahray,
Our souls forever feeding;
And may ue never lack
A faithful shepherd's leading!

Respectf-QI1y subrratted,

O. U. Schaefer, Seninary President

REPORT OF THE FTI'JM·;CE COI1lIITTEE FOR THE PAST FISCAL YEAR, 1977 - 1978

Dear Brethren in Christ:

The past year has been a busy one for YOl~ Treasurer ~nd for the Finance Com­
nuttee. To begin, the loan au~norized by last year's convention was made from the
General to the Seminary Fund. To keep th3 figures s:i.Inple, ;')1,400 uas transfered to
cover the 01,303.33 deficit existing at that time in the Seminary FUnd. The status
of this loan has been reflected in most of the monthly Treasurer's Reports. Since
receipts in the Sendnary Fund during the first three months of the fiscal year Here
still quite low, it became necessary to make an additional loan of ~)600 dlrring the
month of AUGust, mak:Lng the total aTflount leaned from the General Fund to the Semin­
ary lhmd z:;2, 000.

Du.ring those first feu months your committee uas also busy in sending out the
budget referendum which 1'13.S submitted to the congregations by the convention. Appar­
ently not all of the congre8ations were able to respond by Au~ust lS, as had been
requested, for all the responses uere not received by the TreaslU'er until a 1IJeek into
September. Then, since the response of the referendum 1IJaS someN"hat offset by very
lou receipts during ths summer, your COmT,tittee conferred by letter and by phone, to
determine, to the best of its ability, the 11Ti1l of the Conference, so that it could
report the results of the referend'L!lli to the Conference President and the financial
worT: of the Conference could proceed. As you ~~ll recall, the referendum passed

llP1an N' in both funds, with the exception that salary increases would comnence in
September instead of at the beginning of the fiscal year.

Since that tir,18 receipts in bot:1 OUT 'Lvorkinc; flmds have kept pace fairly Hell
clith on going expenses. In IJovember there i1Tere sufficient funds in the Seminary Fund
to make a partial repayment of the loan from the General Fund and (;400 uas therefore
transferred bac!~ to the General Fund~ Since, hovJGver, sufficient funds to offset
the swrmer deficit were not received, the SenunarJr Fund experienced a net loss for
the year of $114.93. (This of course does not include the amount loaned.) The Gen­
eral Fund (not counting the loan) e::perien6ed a net gain ofr:j73:74.

During the Fall of this year it came to the attention of your Treasurer that the
conference should have (That is called a II taw"'\: number ll to comply Hith federal regula­
tions regardli1g incorporated organizations. (Each of our congregations shotl1d also
have such a number.) - The TreasUrer therefore conferred Hith--th~ Internal Revenue
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Service office in his locality and made application for such a number. There uas no
special fee or requirements for this application. The number Hhich has been issued
to our conference is 36-2949860. This nVJnber is used in such things as report forms
for our professors to use in maLing out their federal income tax returns. At this
po::i.nt the question still remained as to uhether the conference (as 1'Jell as our indi­
vidual congregations) needed also'to make application for and have on file in InS re­
cords official !1tax exempt status," the application and processing of Hhich is ouite
invol-ved. Further stUd:r of illS publications indicated hm,rever that our churches and
our conference are among those organizations 't'Jhich are tax exempt automatically, and
therefore, uhile they may have official record on file 'tIith illS, are not required to
Fake formal application.

7inally~ tOlmrd the end of IIarch, requests for pledges for the next fiscal year
uere sent to the F:.ember congree;ations. The cOmTllittee wishes to thanI: all the congre­
,zations for the quiclmess of their responses. The details of these responses 1-rill
be tc.ken up in the Report of the BUdget Hhich is scheduled for tomorrCH afternoon.

In genoral ne no.ve much for uhich to be that1J:ful this past year. Ynur com.mittee
chairman 'believes the year to have been someuhat of a turning point in OlIT' conference
finances. for althour;h there 1-!ore some difficult times at the start. the continually
increasi~g deficit i; the Seminary Fund is no longer a part of our financial picture
and a steady grouth in nIl other funds is evident, so that our current l:alance in
all funds nOlr exc8edR $41;000. Hay He all truly give thanks for these and all of th9
many rich blessings '('Thich the Lord has bestclJed upon us.

Respectfully Subrritted,

Randall D. stJ~, chairman

REPORT OF Tm FilL'HICE COll.iITT:C:C CCnCERHIHG THE BUDG:LT FOR FISCAL, 1978 - 1979

Dear Brethren in Christ:

As uas reported to you in our letter of Fay 6~ the results of our request for
pledges is as follmrs:

SE1IIUAI:Y FUND

per mcm-th
Trinity 14.00
Peace 75.co
St. John1s 10.CO
St. Luke's 18.00
St. Stephen's 30.00

~ "nL-7.00

for the year

168.CO
900.CO
120.00
216.00
360.00

$19 76&.00

per lilOnth
35.00

h50.00
250.00

72.00
. 310.00

i;n,117.00

fer tho year
'h20.CO

5:,400.00
3,000,00

86L.00
3.720 0 00

$13,E04. 00

IIISSIOlT FUND

Tr:bity
Peace
St. John 7s
St. LuI\:e t s
St. Stephen's

leer month

200.00
30.00
10.00

100.00
G3"10.00

for the year

2,),00.00
360.00
120.00

1,200.:0
iM!,080.00
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Hith these pledges and uith the needs of our conference in mind your C OIl1lnittee
has prepared the fo1lmnng initial budget proposal:

n.T:i\n!h> 1\ T ti1rmm
U.L-.IJ.JJ..oJ.\.D• .!..J .1.' U.A,.'JJJ SEITII,TAnY FIJ1>TD

Concordia Lutheran~

Telephone Expense
Travel Expense
Convention Expense
Hiscell2.neous
TOTAJ.;

S.D. 664.CO
200.00
450.00
300.CO
150.co

$1,76b.. CO

Frofessor'o Salary
Housing Allm"!ance
Assoc. Prof. Sal.
Facilities
Library
Stock
Periodicals
Hiscellaneous

7,264.130
3,600.00
2,288.40

100.00
10.00
65.00
65.00
10.00

$13,403. 20

rUSSION Fm'ID: To be determined upon receipt of a request. The lirrdt authorized
for tIllS past year llas $4,800. lnlS ar!lO'LU1t is subject to annual
revievT. Funds available this year are 04,080 in pledges plus pos­
sibly interest ($ 1,100 last year) and/or funds from current balance
of ~) 22,000+.

In the above figures you uill note some changes from those last Yo9.r. Thei!.'
explanation fo11mvs:

GEl!.GRAL FUlID: Concordia Lutheran, Special Distribution: Last year the fisure ures
$1000. Since~request for additional funds Has received from the pl~b1ishinG hou:,':!
or Editorial Corrr'littee, the figure of $1000 Has again chosen to be the bas(~ fj2U1'~.

Furthermore, sll1ce the publishing has already been paid 8333.33 for 666.67 ~OP~8S

(average figures for tHO issues) 1"Jhich, due to the cancellation of t 118 first tlTC) is­
sues of 1978, 1Jere not SGnt out, this amount has been applied to the n~J ficcal year;
the remaining amolmt to come from fiscal 1976-79. A minor additional u.djust:tGl1t of
$3.00 (for six copies) was made so that the total budget figure ;Jould not exce8~ the
amount pledged.

Travel Fund: Increased from (j2CO to cover the cost of long distance travel ex-·
pense for the Seminary President I s convention trip and for ad(~.itional p.nticipated C0S';:'

for travel of the Committee on Lutheran Union in at-~encling meetings uith oth?:,:, CCD"

servative groups. Furthormore, ue should really change the cLU'rent paymont l''l.te of
5¢ per mile for auto travel expense to a realistic figure.

SmillTAr':..Y FUl-ID: Salary items reflect an increase of only 1. 3%. Pe:dodicals and
stock items are both increased from i!350.co due to risinCS costs of periodicals and of
books purchased for eventual repurchase by seminary students. Libra:':'y is ar;ain IOH

since most e:~penditures are to come fror,l the special Library Fund.

Since no revision of pledges has been received by your C01T31ittee; your cOlilInit-cee
recommends adoption of this budget as presented. It is to bo noted that all propos~d

expenditures are covered by pledged receipts from our member congreGations.· There
should therefore be no need for a referenchllTl uhich, under the circmrlStcmces, ,muld
cause unnecessary delay and confusion in our financial uork J especia}_ly consider-inE';
the fact that ue have elected a nelJ man to the office of 'l'reaour-er uho Hill of n":cos­
sity need some time to become fully acquainted uith our finan.cio.1 lJorkings.

Your committee further recommends that the convention authOJoiz8 :::>.t Icns-~ ;)hGCO
to be available to Trinity Lutheran Church~ our sister congregation in Coos Day (East­
side), upon the acceptance of their extended Divine Call, Jhould they request such
assistance~ ,

To cover this expenditure there are $4,080 in pledged receipts plus an estimated
income of more thaD $1000 in interest. Thus there should be nc need to dip j_Dto t;18
balance of that fu~nd at this time, but it can rather be reserved for some other sppci:::..l
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mission endeavor.

Your committee also recoIT,mends ,J8 continue to authorize the availability of
$1000 from the General Fund to the Publishing House for the purpose of implementing
the program of establishing and maintaining a stock of orthodox Christian books and
other literatl~e for purchase by alIT people.

Please note that the Board of Directors has formulated UTa recommendations for
your consideration regarding finances (see fUnutes of Saturday afternoon session).

As ue look ahead, then, JJ1.ay l17e all uith one accord approach our Lord in prayer
that He 'tJ"ould guide our decisions nOH concerning our budget that they r,lay be truly
god-pleasing. And let us also give tharucs to Him for the evident prospect that also
our joint financial "lTorldngs uill continue to grotJ" and become stronger, to His praise
and glory.

Respectfully submitted,

Randall D. St3/X, chairI1'.an
Ronald Schlaht
Larry Reil
Glen Frerichs

FllTAL REPORT Oli' THE FINANCE CO=Jli.ITT::S:C

lJI-IIill:EAS: The convention has recommitted to this cornnittee the matter of the budget
uith regard to the General and Seminary Funds: and

HECREAS: The convention approved the mllencLment chang:Lng the General Fund item, "c on­
cordia Lutheran, Special Distribution" to "Operational Subsidy - Scriptural
Publications" and c~1anging the amount budgeted from C66L. CO to $1000.00; and

1TI-!BREAS: This committee .vas requested to include in its final report sov,e provision
for the cost of pr:Lnting the conference Constitution and the seminary cata­
log--the estimated cost of uhich, as ascertained from the Chairman of the
Publishing House Board of Control~ is approximately ~)l70.CO; and

llHER:cAS: It has been the expressed 1Jill of the conference and its member congrega­
tions that budgets passed by the conventic,n not exceed the am01.:'11t pledged
by our member congregations; and

HHCREAS: The Seminary Fund budget as initially presented by the finance COl11l,littee
is within the amount pledged by our member congregations; and

lTI£R~lS~ The General P-wld budget proposal as amended by the convention eAceeds the
amount pledged in this flmd; and

TrrIC?IJ'lS: The publishing house has continuing costs which still exist even if no
Concordia Lutheran were printed, which costs amount to approxirr.ately $810,
and

~JI'CREA.S: Receipts from other sources still leave approximately $190 yet requiring
receipts; and

tJ=EREAS~ The current balance in our publishing house treasury is qlute low at this
·t.ime, uhich means it needs son:e income irl1rnediately before further nork can
proceed,; and
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UHEREA.S: The amount currently plec;.Ged in the General Fund lwuld cover the costs of
only half the normal amoUllt or size of Concordia Lutheran; therefore

Till FmAlTCE COliI.iITTEE RH;OI ITJEI1DS He adopt -the Seminary Fund budget a,s proposed ini­
tiall:y- bj'- tIle Fillal1ce CGillin.ttee, tIle lliJderstarldillg beillg--as lJaS resclved
last year--that the loan continue to be repaid as sufficient monies are
available. (See Proceedings 1977, p. hO.)

$200.00
$300.CO
$150.00

Telephone E.~pense

Convention 1xpense
I.iiscellaneous

TIE COIJJ.IITTEE FURTHER RECOIITJEl'lDS He consider the follolJing budget for the General
Fund and that passage of same be subject to a referendum of our member con­
gregations (the understanding being that ue lIould this year dip into the
General Fund balance to meet these expenditures; thus the referendUDl Bould
be decided by a yes or no vote):
Opere Sub., Script. Pub. $1000.00
Travel Expense S750.00
Constitution and Seminary

catalog printing costs (Jl70.00
TOTAL; $2,570.00

TI-IE COITIITTTEE FURTIlIlli P.ICOllIlEl'IDS that a payment of ~')500 be made immediately -bo the
publishing house to cover ilmnediate on-going expenses,;

THE COIJJ:::ITTK:; FURTHER n:=COI1IIEl1DS that if the referendum should be lost, the Editorial
CowIQittee be authorized to decrease by one half the amo~~t or size of Con­
cordia Lutherans published this fiscal year.

Respectfully submitted,

Randall D. Styx, chairman

FTITAL DlJDGET FCR FISCAL YEl'1.R, 1978 - 1979

GEHERAL FU1'1D --

Operational Subsidy:
Scriptural Publications
Telephone ~~ense

Travel Expense
Convention Rxpense
lliscellaneous
TOTAL

~) 1,000.DO
200.DO
750.co
300.00
150.co

$2,570. CO

SEIITNARY FlJ1ID

Frofessor1s Salary
Housing .1Ulouance
Assoc. Prof. I s Salary
Facilities
Library
StocIe
Periodicals
lJiscellaneous
TOTAL

o 7;264.f10
3,600.00
2,288.hO

100.CO
10.00
6.S.co
65.00
10.00

111SS1CN FUm -- A total of $5,180.00 has been allocated for IIission Subsidy to Trin­
ity Lutheran Chl.U'ch, Coos Bay (Eastside), Oregon.

1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



- 42 -

IilITIAL REPORT OF THE AUDITING COIIlITTEE

A. He have examined the books of the Treasurer of the Conference and have fO'Llnd them
to be in good order.

en behalf of the Conference, ue Hish to extend our sincere thanks to Hr. Randall
Styx for his careful, exacting, diligent and faithful nark during the past three
years as Conference Treasurer. Ue nish the Lord's gracious blessings upon him
in the future as a graduate of our Seminary and as a Candidate for the Reverend
}tinistry in our midst.

B. Up to this time, the books of the Business Hanager of our Publishing House,
Scriptural Publications, l'rere not available to the Auditing Committee for exam­
ination. Therefore we are not able to report on the condition of these books at
this time. The committee hopes to audit these books yet during this convention
and bring our findings at a later session.

C. The auditing committee has one recommendation to the convention as follows: that
the Conference change its method of auditing the Treasurer's books, substituting
a paid, professional audit for the former method of audit by appointed committee
and that such professional audit of past records be conducted every four years
and upon every change of treasurer.*

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. James H. Luedtke, chairman
Loren Dirksen
Larry Turner

-)!The disposition of "e II was to commit this recommendation to the
Finance Cornrnittee for study, and that tIns committee's recommendation
be brought to the 1979 convention for consideration. (See llinutes of
Saturday's session.)' - .

FThTAL REPORT OF TI-JE AUDITTIJG COnITTTEE

1Ile have examined the books of the Business Manager of the Publishing House,
Scriptural Publications, and have found them to be in good order.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev• .James U. Luedtke, chai1"man
Loren DirI~sen

Larry Turner

1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



- 43 -

PtEPORT OF THE COlilIITTEE CE REGISTPATIClT AIID :r:xCUSES

1. Initial Report:

A. The follmling are eligible for seating as delegates~

St. John's Congregation:

st. Lukers Congregation:

Peace Congregation~

St. Stephen's Congregation:

Trinity Congregation ~

Paster Ii. L, Hatterer
larry Turner
IIichael Fischer

Pastor P. R. Bloedel
Dale :ellis
Ronald Schlaht

Pastor H. David lIensing
David T. IIensing
Jeffrey Styx

Pastor James H. Luedtke
IIr. HOliTard Henck~(-

lIr. Victor Reil

Pastor II. L. Natterer J Vacc,ney pa, s to::'
Ted Fischer
Loren DirIcsen

~~lIr. Elmer Frerichs replaced lIr. Henck, eTho was unable to at'l·s1!d.

B. The follovnng are alternate delegates:

St. John's Paul lJatterer, Bill Schrader

St. Luke's -- Paul F. Luedtke, Robert Bloedel

Peace -- Randall D. Styx, Gerald II. Luedtke

St. Stephen's -- Loren Reil, E~aer Frerichs

Trinity -- John Dirksen

C. All delegates have one vote each. This renders a total of 15 votes.

II. In this final report ue ini'orm the convention that the follm'J:L.TJ.g rez·'·stered
for this 27th arlllual meetL~g: Five pastors, includi.'1g Prof" 0\1 ::J. Sch8.€'f0I'in

advisory capacitY]i seventeen (17) lay clelegate3,
including alternates; forty..nj-ne (45') visitors ~

~ registered number, 8eve~ty·one ("/J.).

Total attending convention Sunday service~ 123.

Respectfully submitted,

Prof. O. U. Schaefer
Dale E. Ellis
Ted .D. Fischer
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of the COECOEDIl\. LUTyrsnAH CO:P:cr..:CPCE

The 27th Annual Convention of the ConC'OI'dia Lutheran COJ:1~eI'er,cc ope~lsc1 In J"G 18

23, 1978 at 9:30 a.m. Hith a Divine Service in lihich President H. Dsvld IIenq1ll[;

preached an edifying sermon on the basis of Eph. 4 ~ 1-6, e.xp0u.1:db ~ UPO~1 tll9 ',' heie.s
and motto of the convention, "Keep the Unity of the Spirit!!I The JitUJ"GJ' for this
service lIas conducted by the local pastor, the Poev. =:. T,. 1: atterEor.

The convention proper and tile mor-Ding session opened at 11:ho 2. .llc uith a br:l..ei'
devotion by President lIensing. A prayer 'Vlas offered and He"). 4~:u.~·,l6 uas read.

The appointed COlilliUttees, as outlined in t'le nomeo:sraphed ProGpec;:;us p. 3, ue:;.'e
specified as the:)" had been named in the June 2211d Dnard of Direc';,0:('8 lleetinc;.

The initial report of the C01"111111.ttee on Registration and E:::CUS(';j uas g~..v C:l by
P.C'ofessor O. U. Schaefer. It Has re',)orted at the time that in the lTi1mot Con[7egat:!.cn
alternate delegate Ltc. Elrller Frerich~ vTOuld ta!~e the place of clelcGL1.t8 IIr. Eo,mru
HeneY: throuzhout the convention, anc~ that for the Seattle COl'.0reg2,t~_C'n.; P:'.st.8r P. R.
Dloedelvlas absent, the congreGation thus having only one reprcsGnt:J.J~:',8, al'GernaJee
Paul F. Luedtke at the present t:iJne. This yielded for all clelec;ates a total of J1
votes, every congregation having 3 votes uith the exception of St. L1J:~o IS, Sr;attlo.

Follcuinc; this report, Prosident ilensing gave the chair to \JiGe-'~':~Gsldent o. 1J.
Schaefer and then presented his Annual Report. He bec;e.n uith pl'ai.GG JGO the Lord for
another year of blessinC; upon our CI.C • After settinG forth the r,:otJeo 0:: tho con­
venti011 , "I(eep t.he Tjnit.:r of tIle Spirit:J rr he revielJecl briefl~l t119 lTCll"!: e,f tI13 Co:n-
m.:ittees and thus pointed the direction that om' c oDvention should bo t.J.:ci ·~lg.

It uas moved and secoEded to accept the President's ne·~)ort, S1:,:),jcct to t21G usual
revieT'J'; Carriecl. '7ice~president Schaefer proceedec1~ to a:)~!oint tl:s CorlllJi-:,tes to ne­
viC'r! the President's Report. Rev. 11. I,. Hatterer, chairman, 'lick,' :::oil, 221d Paul
F. LuedtI:e uere ap)ointed.

In the presentation of the ac;enda, Presic~ent lIensing a:;ain tooT: t;1e r> h::\ir. After
vo.rious a(~ustments the convention ac;reed by motion to folloH C,,3 clo,:cly ,,"'.8 p08sible
the printed. acanda provided.

Since there 'Here no neE members to receive into our Coni'erence, -0~lS !'c;encla pro­
ceeded to the Press Corr.rnttee Report. Vice-president Schaefer reported that the
local pastor, :11. L. l'atterer Has subr,ntting an article to 'I:,lle loe:",l pres...;, inuluding
the basic facts concerning the convention, aml tJlat the Press Co;m,litc,,'8 llJ.d a~'Jproved

tho release of the article.

It Has I,loved and seconded to accept the Press Comrnttee Hepcrt. C2.rrled.

The local pastor announced a late lunce, to be held at 12:30 p.rrL a:'ld 't~13.t

therefore thG openinc; deYotion follm-r.Ln1; uoulc1. be Yiloved to IdO p" flo It 1:'1 s the::!.
rloved and seconded to adjourn. Adjotl.rl1ment .follonee, at 12 :00 nOOL

The afternoon session Has o~)Gned llith a devotion by Rev. P. E. DJrYcdel, n;;;'1rm
h77 uas SLIDe; and Romans 12: 1-16 and a prayer Here reael. (Pastor Bloedel: s prcsence
at the convention :ave his cOl1croc;atiol1 a full cOI.1plement of votes. This yi.elded a
total of 15 votes :[OJ.' all congrec;ati0118 as II'G)orted. in the Re~)or-::, 0:::: tl13 Co:JY,lit'~Ge
on Eegistration an(~ =:::c1.1ses. See p. 43.)

The convention essay ent:Ltled} ":r01:J the Unit:" of the 3nirit j.El Destroyed:' Has

1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



then presented. PO-l,t I; !t rIOH Unionisx"r1 in Particular Destorys the Unity of the
Spirit, II by Pastor Dloedel Has begun. The General Introduction and the Introcluc-tion
to Part I Here read. It uas poiiltec:. out in t;lese portions Hhat other factors be­
sides lmionisr,l destrozr the unity of' the ,Spirit.

The report of thG Finance COYtu,uttee concern:mc; the past fiscal year lIas then
Given by cOlilraittee chairman, Randall D. Styx. llimeographed rinancial Reports for
fiscal year 19'77-70 uere first passed ('\ut to the delegates. After tl1ese uere care­
fully examined, tho chairman read his re:;Jort concerning the past fiscal year.

It molS r.1(1Vec. and seconded to adopt tl18 Finance Comrnittee r s report of the past
fiscal year. Carried.

At 3:00 p.ll. tIle afternoon recess Has observed.

At 3120 p.r.l, the lJonlinatinc; an0. =lections COil:.;ittee bec;an its ForI~. The elec-
tions proceeded as foll~Js:

l'o1.linations for Fres:iA-"nt; Pastors H. David ~jensinG' O. 'T. Schaefer,
Ja--los iT I'10(1-{-T'e~"""" L 'Tatto'~"'r

.I.. - '. ...J'-'~ - ~ V,).~;J _1 e 0 l~ " .i...... •

Elocted: Ilev. ]. Davic~ Iiel1sinc:

Em,lillations for ,rice-president: Pastors Janes -T. Luedtlce, :1. L. Eatterer,
P. R. Dl('\odel.

Elected: Rev. l~. TJO Hatterer

l'Top;"!1ations for Secrc;"cary: Pastors James T~ LuedtI:e;; P. R. Dlnedel; O.
U. Schaefer.

:elected: Rev. James iT. Luedtke

Hmlinations for ~.r~~eE: Jeffery H. Styx, Glen rrerichs, Victor Bloedel.

:elected: Jeffery H. Styx

17 onil"lations for Board Henber-at-large (;i'ar :lest): Halter ;i'. Fischer, Ted
D. Fischer, Ronald 8chla11t, Victor K. 'Jloedel.

:Sleeted: Halter 1". fischer

Proposed slates for the Editoral Ccr,li,littee:

(1
v.

P,ev. 1';. L Patterer
Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Gerald II. IuedtI:e

Elected: Slate C

Rev. Je.mes jT. Luec'tke
Rev. li. L, jTatterer
Gerald 11. Luec:1_tke

hev. O. H. SC:laefer
Rev. l1. L. Fatterer
Gerald 11. Lnedtr~e

Proposed slntcs fOl" the Conr,Jittee on Theological :Gduca-Gion:

A.
Rev. 110 L. Po.tterer
Rev. P. R. Bloedel
I(ent Frerichs
Ted D. Fischer

B.
Rev. II. L. ~Tatterer
Rev. James U. Luecltke
Lloyd E. IIartin
Vtctor I~. DJooclel

c.
Rev. Po R. Bloedel
...... .,. - l' T '_LTlcev. <! ar,les ;. lJueu GEe
Ted D. Fischer
Llo=rCl D. : ial"tin
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Elected: Slate B

Proposed slates for the C0l11mittee on Hissions:

A.
Rev. James U. Luedtke
Rev. Ii. L. Natterer
Lloyd E. Hartin
Ted D. Fischer
Dale Ellis

Elected: Slate B

B.
Rev. James H. Luedtke
Rev. II. L. Natterer
Loren Dirksen
Ronald Schlaht
Jeffery U. Styx

Proposed slates for the Committee on Lutheran Union:

A
.n..

,.,
D •

Rev. II. L. Hatterer
Rev. James U. Luedtke
Rev. H. David 11ensing
Victor K. Bloedel

Elected: Slate B

Rev. I-I. Lo :Natterer
Rev. James lJ. Luedtke
Rev. O. 1rJ. Schaefer
David T. I1ensing

Proposed slates for the Publishing~ Board of Control:

A.

Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Rev. E. L. Natterer
Ronald Schlaht
Victor K. Bloedel
Paul F. Luedtke

Elected: Slate B (But see below.)

B.
Rev~ P. R. Bloedel
Rev. James N. Luedtke
Halter Fischer
H. Daniel Hensing
John Dirksen

FollOi-ring the election of the Publishing House Board of Control, Pastor Bloedel
brought to light certain difficulties that he foresaLv cdth the election of Slate B
since the Board of Control nou consists of members from congregations far removed
from the Publishing House printing equipment uho L<Jould not be able to carry out the
work that the former members had carried out in connection vrith the printing of the
Concordia Lutheran and other Conference literature.

Pastor l'Tatterer then made the fol101dne; motion: !lIn viml of the information
given to the convention by the chairman of our PUblishing House shovring the imprac­
ticality and unwise stewardship involved in not having the business manager live in
the same area as the chairman of the Publishi.l1g House, I Hould therefore make a mo­
tion that lre reconsider the election of Slate B.t!

The chairman ruled that the above motion was a motion to reconsider and that it
therefore required a 2/3 ~~jority for passage. Upon voting, the motion vras carried
by the necessary 2/3 majority.

It vJas'moved and seconded to leave Slates A ar:d B the same, uithout adding a
third slate., and revote. Carried.

Elected: Slate A.

Proposed slates for the Finance Cooo"xittee:
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A.
Jeffery IT. Styx
Glen Frerichs
Larry Heil
Ronald Schlaht

Llected: Slate B.

Jeffery lI. sty:;;:
Loren Dirlcsen
Bill Schrad",:..'
larry Reil

It Has moved and seconded to accept the nork of the Eorrinating and ~lections

Corm~1ittee nith thanks and that all elections be made unanimous. Carried "Lmanimously.

It uas moved and seconded to conduct an evening session,; l:ginning at 7:00 p.m.
to finish the scheduled business for Friday's sessions. Carried.

Before the supper hour, schedll1ed for 5:30 p.m. Pastor Hatterer gave his Edi­
torial Report, ahead of the scheduled Committee OD Iutherrr:l Union Report. He called
attention to several articles that had appeared L.YJ. the past year's issues of the Con­
cordia Lutheran. He also pointed out a difficulty that prevcnt0 d the Concordia
Lutheran from appearing l,rithout interruption durll1g the lact fiscal year, for two
issues.

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the afternoon sessicn for the supper hour.
Carried. Adjournment followed at 5: 25 p.m. lJith the lord IS Pl'aycr in unison.

The delegates reconvened for the evening session at 7:05 p.~. Discussion fol- '
lowed concenling the Editorial Report. Length and content of articles was disc~'~ed,

some expressing the thought that shorter, simpler articlcG s1:culcJ. ,ilake 'up the buJlc
of material, others feeling that a variety of lengths and a v~lricty of contents be
offered, some articles being shorter and simpler, others lo~~cr 2nd more in-dopth
and challenging. The proble:ms involved in the Concordi~ ~~EE.~:'~~ not appearing at
all, or not appearing on tine were also discussed.

It vTaS moved and seconded to accept tho report of t210 E liJ~ c~~'ial Coll1mittee.
Carried.

The report of the Cor'1l11ittee on Lutheran Union Has then p:r'8ssnted by Prof. O. U. '
Schaefer. He spoke of the Corruiuttee's contacts during tDe r'\st year, both unofficial,
HUh a pastor from l1estlalce, OhiO, Rev. E. C. Hueller, ~DG. ,x;:fJ,dal, crith the Luthel'on
Churches of the Reforrnation (lCR). A memorial from st. S'tn':':'11 1s Lutheran Church,
1;iJ.mot, South Dakota, encouraging efforts to meet agail1 uith 'cne COlC, Fas also men­
tioned. The report laid before the delegates three lOO~Oll1mGnJC'tions (The text of
these are found on p. 29 and 30).

It uas moved and seconded to accept the report. Carried.

Individually it lIas moved and seconded to adopt the 1st a~d 2nd necom~endations

of t118 COITlJTlittee on Lutl1eran Union. Both Tl1otions 1'Jere C21"1~I.'")i0d.

It Has moved and seconded to adopt Recommend::;,tion 1,(3) dl'LCh d9alt iTith iho ;'OS­

sibility of meeting uith the Church of the Lutheran CO'1fessiGll.f: (cere) to discuss
the Doctrines of the Church and lI:inistr3;.

A subsidiary motion Has then presented to hear the rca~~ng of St. Stephen's
Lutheran Churchfs memorial, also concerning meeting2 uitl~ tly:; core, This Has se-
conded and carried.

Upon the reading of the IIemorial.. the vote uas take'1 0'1 the 3rd ReCOTflIllendation
of the CLU. Carried.
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It uas moved and seconded that since the .3rd Hecomnendation of the CLU satisfies
the true intent of the St. Stephen1s Ilemorial , that the specific action of Recom­
mendation IiL3 be substituted for the actions requested in the IIemorial. (Compare the
ReCOTrlr:lendaticn );~3 01".1. p. 29,30 iJith the j:':Iemorial, p. 3l,32.) Carried.

It Has moved and seconded that definite efforts be :rnade by the CLU to contact
the group of pastors formerly affiliated 1,dth the leR to deternrine the position of
this group on the final step of churcD disciplD1e (Iatt. 18:17). Carried.

It lJaS moved and seconded to adjouxn the special evening session. Carried.

Adjournment followed at 9:15 p.m.

SahU'day

The mornin::; session opened uith a devotion by Pastor Luedtke. Hymn 536 uas sung
folloued by the reading of James 1:2-27, a prayer, and a closing hymn, 424.

After the minutes of Friday's session uere read and discussed briefly, it "t'JaS
moved and seconded to accept these mnutes. Carried.

At 9:45 a,m. Pastor Bloedel continued his part of the convention essay. He fin­
ished the entire part of his essay. This Has folloued by a brief discussion of union­

ism IJhich amplified and illustrated the points of the essay.

A recess Has held at 10:45. Sessions resumed at 11:05.

Pastor Natterer then gave his report as chaiman of the Com:rni ttee on Theological
Education. He sporm of the June lith Seminary graduation of student Randall D. Sty-A
and of the readiness of Student David T. Hensing for his vicarage, to begin in Sep­
tember, 1978. He clos ed uith ene ouragement to the l)rethren to pray for the Lord I s
continued blessinc upon the Senunary1s work.

It nas moved am
'
. seconded to accept the Report of the CTE. Carried.

I:rnnediately folloHing, the Seminary president, Professor O. 1T. Schaefer, gave
his report of the past Seminary year. A SUYIll'ilary of the :~)ast year I s classes and
activities Has presented. Details of the June 11th graduation uere given, together
luth mention of the call that Trinity Lutheran Church of Coos Day (Eastside), Oregon
had extended to tIle Graduate, Randall D. styx. IIention of the various gifts and
acquisitions'uas made. The Seminary is lookinG ahead to its lOth year this fall.
Tuo students, David T. Hensing and Gerald II. LuedtI,e uill be enrolled, Iir. i Tellsin2
to be entering his vicarage year. The report closed 1rith a strong urging to consider
the need for students for the continuation of 0'\.'1" Serdnary and throue;h it, the T:Jin­
istry of the pure lIard and Sacraments.

It uas moved and seconded to accept this report.

Defore the motion Has carried discussion b~T tIle laymen centered around the
necessity of seminary students. II Cor. 3:L!_-6 uas cited as an encouragement to men
"t'Jho are not su.re of their ability GO serve as 8. pastor. llention 1-ras also made of the
uonderful progress of our present students under tile c;uidance of the Seminary ~oro­

fessors. As ,JaS also pointed out J II Cor. L.: 7ff shoNs expecially that all glory be-
longs to the Lord in everything. I

After this spontaneous discussiol1 J the motion to accept tlle neport of the Sem­
inary President Has carried.
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David T. IIensing, on behalf of Peace :~v. Lutheral Churcll once again offered his
congregation I s facilities to t:le Ser,:i:.1ary for the comine; year at the tohm l;:ainten­
ance amount of ~:;lOO per year.

The conc;regation i s kind offer Has acceptcc. by the convention by motion.

At 11:50 a.m, the convention recessed for the jTocn Lunch HOl'i'.

At 1:20 p.IL the afte:enoon session began 'Tith a devo·cion by Pastor 11. L. Fat­
terer. H ;ymn 427 Has sunG;, foTIoued by the reading of Is. 40: 18-31, and a prayer.

The business manager of Scriptural Publications, TIr. Victor Bloedel, then pre­
sented his financial report. After readinG the report he Has asked to Give a break­
o.01Jl1 of the costs of printinc; the Concordia Lutheran.

After fl.ll""ther dl1.sCt1.ssion it ~Tas rno-v-ed arlC: secol1clecl to aCCeT)t tIle report of the
Business 12nager. Carried.

IJext on tho agenda uas the Report of t!1e Publishing House Board of Control.
Pastor Bloedel spolce of tIle Pllblishirlg I~IO-l1.Se rs interpreta-tian of last year 2 s buclget
Referendum, viz., that it limited fl'llds to the Publishing; House until the Referen­
dum uas definitely passed. Rev. :cJloedel pointed out tI1at although estimates for
havinG the Concordia Lutheran printed elsffirhere have been considered~ it Has still
financially 1..mfeasible uhen compared Hith the present cost of printing. Three re­
commendations Here submitted by tIle Publishing House.

It lfas moveu an~ seconded to accept the report of the Publishing House. Carried.

It l·!aS moved al1( seconcled to adopt ReCOIl!1endation ;;'-1 of the report, that the
Publishing House continue to pay tbe Conference printer, llr. Julius Schmitt, for his
work on the Concordia Lutheran $5.00 per linotyped and proofread page as a token
monetary reimbursement. Carried.

Recorrr~endation <'2 Has also moved and seconded, that :')1000 be made available
again this year to invest touard a Col1.ference booIe house, if this bee cmes feasible.
Carried.

Reccmmendation j/3 state:;d, "that the Confereilce recognize the fact that th.e Pub­
lishing House set-up in the Constitution is not capable of full implementation at
this tine and Hill not be really in effect 1..1Iltil the Publi3hing House is capable of
financially sustaininG its operations," and, because of this, "that the PublisID.."lg
House Board of Control a.ll<"lyS be c;lOsen amonc; the brethren in or near the are.? of
our business equipment."

It lJaS moved and secondecl t':£tt this recoLJ:lenclation be submitted to the Resolu­
tions Committee for further stud3r and formulation in conj1..1Ilction uith the Publishing;
House Board of Control, and t112.t the results be presented to the convention at a
later session. Carried.

Recess follmred at 3~2) porto

At· 3:40 p.m. tho session reconvened, 3n( the liission Committee chairman, Pastor
Luedtke, presented his report. T~le report c ontaincd tuo rec OliLlendations.

It Has rloved and seconded to accept tIlle lIission Comr.1ittee l~Gport. Carried.

Recomr:lendation (l1JaS moved al1C~ seconded. It referecl to the tract~ "HeJ.:.0ful
Hints for Personal Christian lIission TTork," produced by the llissiol1 Cornnittee during

1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



- 50 -

1977-78 and stated "that this tract, uhen ready, be advertised in O"LU' official organ,
the Concordia Lutheran J so that there is opportmlity for sales that uill maI~e its
printing economically feasible. 1I TIns uas carried.

Recormnendation ;;'2 uas also moved and seconded, "that the amount of $4800.00 for
mission subsidy be made available to Trinity Lutheran Church, Coos Bay (Eastside),
Oregon, for the fiscal year 1978-79 according to their request, Le." 'effective
upon the aCCelJtance of a Divine Call. t tr

Upon a discussion thtJt centered arolmd the stated fizure of ~~4800, it uas
r,lOved and seconded to recol1JJut Recommendation )~!2 to the l~ission Cornr,ittee for recon­
sideration of that figure in consultation 'Jith the delegates of Trinity Lutheran
Church. Carried.

The report of the Committee to RevieH the President's Report Has then given.
It uas moved and seconded to accept this report. Carried.

FollouLng, the Auditing Committee presented its report concerninc; the Treasurer's
books for the past fiscal year. Since the books of the Publishing House Board of
Control uere not available to the Conmittee at the time of audit, the Committee re­
ported that it lIould return at a later time to give its report of these booIes.
There uas one reCOj~]mendation Ln connection Hith the Auditing ColTilJittee: s Report.

It uas moved nnd seconded to accept this report. Carried.

The recommendation of t.he Auditing COInrlit.tee uas moved by the committee and
seconded, ttthat tIle Conference change its r:lethod of auditinG the Treasurer 1s books,
SUbstituting a paid, professional audit for the former method of audit by appointed
comnittee and that such professional audit of nast records be conducted every four
years and upon every change of treasurer. II

It 1J3S rnoved &~d seconded to corrnnit the matter of auditing the Conference
books to the Finance Corr.mittee for study during the year and that it brine its re­
commendation to the 1979 convention for consideration. Carried.

The treasurer" liJ.'. Randall D. styx J then presented the Initial Renort of the
Finance Cor~rittee concerning the 1978-79 Budget. He referred the delegates to the
Prospectus p. 4. Discussion of the report follmred.

It Has moved and seconded to accept this initial report. Carried.

The recoImnendations of the Ilinance Committee contained in the above report Here
then presented for action. Recorrr,lendation j~!l Has "chat the budget be adopted as pro­
posed by- t118 comrnittee. This \>Tas n10\recl anc2 secollcLed.

A subsidiary motior. 'TaS then made and seconded to amend the Harding of the .
Budget Uorksheet (Prospectus p.L.) in item );1'1 from the Hords J lfConcordia Luther&n,
Special Distributionll to, llOperatiol1i11 Subsidy: .scriptural Publications J

H and the
figure under "Initial Pro~)osalfl from $66L. to ~;lOOO. Carried.

It uas moved nnd seconded to reconrdt Recorm;1endation ;n and the budGet to the
Finance CO~u~ttee to be presented in its next report. Carried.

Recommendation ;/2 of the Finance Connnittee concerning the :)4000 subsidy to
Trinity Lutheran Church, Coos Day (:eastside), Cregan had already been handled by
the lllssion Comu:i_ttee 3 thus requiring no action il: connection uith the Finance
Committee.

Hecoli'unendatiol1 ;;'3 of the Finance Cororr.ittee concerning ()lOaO t01mrd a Conference

1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



- 51 -
book house uas also previously handled by another cor:1l11ittee report, that of the
Publishing House Board of Control.

The Finance Committee als 0 presented tuo rec{)f,]r,lendations from the Beard of
Directors I neeting held prior to the convention. Board of Directors' Reco~mendation

/;f2 stated, "that the Finance Comtlittee, in consultation uith the Com:.rnittee on Theo­
logical Education, devise a plan of action to supplement the Gtudelines for the
Professorial Retirement Ii'und to give direction to the treasurer of the Conference in
case an emergency situation should arise and that this plan be submitted to the 1979
convention for approval. i) This Has moved, seconded and carried.

The 3rd TIecomrn.endation of the Board of Directors uas also accepted by motion.
It stated: "that the convention change the Conference Auto Travel Figure to 15¢ per
nile from the old figure of 5¢."

Althouc;h time vas allotted in the aGenda, there uas no report of the Hesolutions
Com.rnittee at this tirr:e.

Recomrn.endation "1 from the Board of Directors concerning Gtudelines for Colloquy
,"Tas then presented J namely, lIthat the convention adopt the 'G11ide1i nes f.or Colloquyf
(prepared by the COIllrlittee on Lutheran Union and discus sed and amended in this year I s
Pastoral Conference) for use in our Conference." The "Guidelines" themselves Here
read by the secretary to the delegates. (Please find these I1Guidelines in the Pro­
ceedings, p. 30.)

It lTas moved and seconded to adjourn the afternoon session. Carried. Adjourn­
ment follQfed at 5:25 p.m.

Sunday

The E~UJ1daJr I.1orning Divine Service began at 10:00 a.m. The local }:astor, Rev'.
II. L. lJatterer conducted the liturgy. The sermon uas preached by Rev. James F.
Luedtke on the basis of Ps. 133:1, IIBehold hou good and hon pleasant it is for
brethren to duell together in unity! II Holy Corrununion uas administered Inth Pastor
LuecltI~e [;ivinG the bread and Pastor l"atterer giving the cup.

The Sunday session proper beGan at 2:15 p.m. '"r~_th a devotion conducted by Prof.
O. H. Schaefer. Hyrrn 472 uas sung; selected verses from the ipistle of Jude and a
prayer Here read.

Upon the reading of the minutes of Saturday's session, tbe motion to accept the
minutes Has made seconded and carried.

At 2:45 p.m. Prof. Schaefer began his part of the convention essay. He prefaced
his part by pointing out that it 1~as not an in-depth study but rather a summary
treatment of the SUbject. The first section of this part Has concerning the sin of
separatisffi3 the second dealt "Jith the sin of selective felloHship.

It ITaS moved and seconded to accept the entire essay in both parts HUh thanks
to the essaJ~sts Pastor Bloedel Qnd Prof. Schaefer. Carried.

The second report of the Auditing Committee concerning the booIes of the Pub­
lishing House Board of Control Has then presented. It \las moved and seconded to
accept this report. Carried.

The Hissioi1 Committee then gave its report on the revised TIecor,"iYlendation j;12.
After consultation 1Tith the delegates of Trinity congre~ation~ the subsidy figure of
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$4800 in the original reC0lllI,lendation uas raised to $5180. Although this higher fig­
ure 1'TaS above the amount recommended in the budget of 1978-79, it Has justified by
the committee since the total conGregational pledges of ::;4080 tow"ard the IIission Fund
Dlus the annual interest accrued bv the larf!e balance in that fund (annrox. $1100 in
~ c.J' ~ ... .;. .... •

interest) yielded the recommended figure of 05180 11ithout any necessity of increased
congregational pledges.

It vJas moved and seconded to accept Recommendationi;12 of the Iussion Committee
as revised. Carried.

This next item on the agenda \Jas concerning the duplication of the Proceedings
for this convention, It was moved, seconded and carried to leave this responsibility
in the hands of the secretarY9 as specified in the Constitution.

The final report of the Committee on Registration and Excuses leas given by
cornrnittee member l-ir. Dale Ellis. It 'tr!2S moved and seconded to accept this final
report. Carried.

Concerning the time and place of the 1979 convention, Pastor H. David lIensinrs
aY'.xlOUl1Ced t11at t118 Tinley Par~r congregation.9 Peace Ev. Lutheran Ch1..lrch, ll..'1ani....rnouslJr

voted to offer to host the 1979 convention. (The time is traditionally over the 4th
Sunday in June each year.)

It was moved and seconded to accept the offer of Peace"Congregation to host the
1979 convention and to hold this convention from June 22-24, 1979. Carried.

It uas moved and seconded to have the minutes of this final session of the con­
vention checked by the President and Vice-president ~l lieu of having them read at
the present time. Carried.

The Resolutions Cmmnittee then gave its report. It presented Resolution #1 con­
cerning ReCOrrilTIendation #3 of the Publishlllg House Board of Control. It was moved
and seconded to accept this rresolution. Carried.

The folloHing Resolutions uere individually presented aed accepted by motion:

Resolution #2 re: the facilities provided by' Peace Congregation for the Sendnary.
Res olution (,(3 re: sernons, es says, devotions, etc.
Resolution ('~4 re: thanks to Pastor Natterer for use of office machines and space.
Resolution (,15 re: thanks to comri1ittees for past u('lrI~ and prayer for the Holy Spirit1s

blessing upon committee vTOrk in the coming year.

Ccmmittee rr-ember lIT'. David T. Hensing, vrho presented the resolutions, announced
that at a later time, after the final report of the Finance COluuttee, he Hould pre­
sent the committee1s last resolution.

Follovr.ing a 5 minute recess, Finance Committee chairman, Er. Randall D. styx
presented his final report. In the rep0rt four recormnendations were presented.

Recommendation i;l.l Has moved and seconded, namely, "that ue adopt the Seminary
Fund budget as proposed initially by the Finance Committee, the understanding being-­
as 1JaS resolved last year -- that the loan continue to be repaid as sufficient monies
are available (See Proceedings, 1977, p. 40).ll This Has carried.

Reccmmendation 7;12 dealing uith the G~neral Fund budGet uas then read. (See
p. 41 of these Proceedings for the itemized budget proposed, together crith the text
of this recomrnendation.) It uas moved and seconded to accept the General Fund
budget as recommended in Recommendation //2, subject to a referendum. Carried.
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Recommendation ;j!3 t-ras moved and seconded. It stated, l! that a payment of $500
be paid immediately to the Publishing House to cover immediate on-going expenses. 1I

Carried.

Recommendation .~'4 ,-ras read, stating:, "that if the referendum should be lost
(the one mentioned in Recommendation C2), the Editorial COITmittee be authorized to
decrease by one half the amount or size of Concordia Lutherans published this fis­
cal year." Questions of information and extensive discussion folloued.

It uas moved and seconded to recess until after the Supper Hour. Carried. The
session recessed at 5~25 p.m. and reconvened at 7:00 porno

As a substitute for Recommendation ;;iLf , it uas moved and seconded that if the
referendum be lost, all of the budget fiG'xres in the Genral Fund be adjusted pro­
portionately. Carried.

It uas moved and seconded that the ref~endum be structured in tuo parts: 1)
Informational: lll"That vlill be your congregation I s monthly pledge to the General Fund
for this fiscal year?11 In connection uith this section, the increased needs of the
General F~~d should be briefly olltli..'1ed. 2) A decision: ff should the funds pledged
in the referendum fall short of the budget as adopted by the convention, shall the
Conference treasurer attach funds from the current cash balance?lI (\cli th a blanI: for
a "yes!! or "no" ansv18r) this latter part to Give direction to the Conference trea­
S1U~er. This uas carried.

It lJaS then moved and seconded:
TTHEREAS there is absolutely no precedent for a "yes" or "no" referendmn for the

Constitution-&uthorized use of available funds, 2..ild

lTBERrAS TIJE needs of our Publishing House (Scrii)tural Publications--Concordia Lutheran
Conference) are acI81o"t'Tledged by all of our deleGates anc~ conGregations as
legitimate and lwrthy needs, and

'~illn=t~S it is necessary to have a Publishulg House to perform a speclIlc and im­
portant constitutional function of our Co~~erence in the area of the printed
Hord, and

1'!I-JEREAS our PublishinG House saves 0'LU~ Conference hundreds and potentially thousands
of dollars yearly in the publication of booI~lets, Sunday School mate1:"iaIs ,
the Concordia Lutheran, the Conference convention Agenda, and tracts, and

TmER::=AS not to use available funds for the necessary use of a constitutionally auth­
orized committee sheds doubt upon the necessity of SUC~l a committee I s exis­
tence, and

HHEREA.S our Conference delegates have been sent to the convention to decide, under
the Lord, the use of available Conference funds for the constitutionally
authorized uork of the Conference,

BE 1'1' THEHU"OW':: HBSOLVED that the resolution to subll1i t the General Fund budget to
our conGregations for referendum BE nESCnmED and that the convention decide,
as it is authorized to do, at this time, en this constitutional use of
monies available.

Discussion follm"red on each "UHEREA.S" clause of the motion.

The above motion to rescind eTas carried and the General Fund budGet uas opened
for further ~scussion, amendment and adoption.

It Has moved and seconded to adopt the General Fund budget (as itemized in
Rec ommendation ;;12 of the Finance CornmitteE! Is final report -- see p. L~l).

It uas moved and seconded to amend the previous motion under the "Travel :Cx­
pensell fund from $450 to 0750. Carried.
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The primary motion as amended was then carried.

The Resolutions Committee presented its final resolution, j;~6, concerning thanks
to St. John1s Lutheran Church for its hospitality in hosting the convention, etc.
This was moved, seconded, and carried.

A resolution proposed from the floor Has also moved and seconded, that the
president of our Conference, Pastor Hensing, nho chaired the convention, be commended
for his fair and impartial conducting of our convention sessions. Carried.

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the 1978 convention of the Concordia
Lutheran Conference. Carried. The convention stood adjourned at 9:00 p.m. fo11rnnng
the closing devotion by President Hensing.

RESOLUTIons ADOPTED BY THE 27th AITl'WAL CCfTVEHTION

Resolution tl:
lTI-IERn;AS the provisions of Article XII of our Conference Constitution on the duties

of the members of the Board of Control (Scriptural Publications) "\Jere flexi­
bly dra~m to pennit judicious latitude in tho adr.1inistration of the Publish­
ing House; but

\IT1EREAS the members of the Board of Control have, since the inception of the Pub­
lishinG House, been engaged in a variety of technical, clerical and even
menial tasks necessary to the operation of Scriptural Publications in addi­
tion to their constitution~lly specified duties) and

I!IJERCA.S the bl'ethren involved have carried out these tasI~s gratis on a volunteer
basis, thus saving 0'lU' Conference considerable mODey over the years; and

!T;1ER:cA.S neither our Conference not its publishing arm, Scriptural Publications, is
at present financially able to hire and salary technical, clerical and cus­
todial personnel to carry out all the tasI~s performed currently by the
vol'lu1teer labor of the members of the Board of Control;

THEREFORL BE IT RESOLVED that our Conference recognize pith gratitude these additional
services of love rendered by the brethren on this Board to facilitate our
work in the Publishing House at minll~al cost; and

BE IT PURTdCR R~SotvED that, at least until sufficient flU1ds are available for the
hiring of publishing house staff, our delegates in convention assembled give
serious consideration to the election of men to this Board "rho live in the
area where the Publishing House is located at the time.

Resolution ft(2:

HIICREAS our Conference Seminary has continued to enj oy the USe of the ph~rsillcal

facili ties of Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, IlL during the past
fiscal year; and

nHEREAS Peace Congregation has continued to provide these quarters for our class­
room instruction, library facilities and chapel for a token maintenance
cost of $100 per year, thus aiding the Conference in keeping at a minimum
its expenses for the physical aspects of its serrdnary program;

THeRCFORE BE IT RESOLVED that He express our gratitude in the Lord to Peace Ev.
Lutheran Churcl1 for its continued brotherly cooperation, generosity and sacri­
fice in its promotion of this very necessary "t-!ork among us.

UI-JL::i,LAS the sermon delivered by our President at t:1e opening service of this con­
vention, as well as that delivered in the Sunda3T Divine Service by our Sec-
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retary, vrere found to be especially edifyine; to the delegates, e;uests and
visitors in attendance; and

UHERCAS tlle delegates and guests at this convention received also special encourage­
ment and strength from the various devotions conducted by our pastors dlITing
the sessions; and

lJBER:2AS ue Here particularily edified by the special h-ro-part essay presented during
this convention)

TlIEREFOIlE lJE IT RESOLVED that the convention thank Pastors Hensing and Luedtke for
their edifying messages, and Pastors Bloedel and Schaefer for their thorough
and timely essays, and that 11e express our gratitude also to the pastors as
a group for the special devotions conducted by them at this convention.

Resolution in1-:

UIJERC/I.S a convention of this nature requires that its various officers and committees
have at their disposal a variety of business wachines as lIell as office space
+'"........ 4-t.. ..... _ ...... ,.._~_t"\4-..; .............. +' ...... -._"............ r"I. ,..."",,...1 _,....,..,...,1 .... 4-.; ",...,.t"'o"
..LVJ. UJ.!C:: J:.J.L c:;!-"o,.L 0. U..L.VJ.J. VoL J. Ci-1JUJ. UO CUJ.U. J.. v~V..L.UV..1.VJ.J.U:,

THEREFORE BE IT RESODVED that we express special thanks to the pastor of St. John's
Lutheran Church for placinG a variety of such machines at the disposal of
convention cOlnmittees and for permitting them to use both his private study
and the sacristy of the chlu'ch as meeting places.

Resolution ;;!5 g

lTIllir£AS the officers, standing committees, and appointed committees have served our
beloved Conference faithfully during the past fiscal year lmder the continued
blessing of the Lord of the Church;

TIICR]i;FOnE B;:; IT RESOLVED that ue express our gratitude for all that these brethren
have t1rought in their dedicated Christian service to our Conference during
the past year of grace; and

BE IT F1J1lT]ETI R~SOLVED that we call upon the Holy Spirit to grant a rich measure of
His grace to those brethren who have been elected to positions of leadership
in our midst for the corring fiscal year, so that all they thiruc, say and do
may be in accordance uith God 1 s Holy Hord, to His glory alone, and for the
continued prosperity of His kingdom among us.

Resolution ;;16:
lTrilln:2AS st. Jo~nls Lutheran ChLITch of Lebanon, Oregon, has shotm itself to be a DoSt

gracious host to thp 197C convention of the cre by extending to delegates and
;?;uests loving ChrisHan hospitality in its church building and in the hor1es
of its Rembersj and

EIICI'.21-\..S the devotions and divine services conducted during this convention uere
beautified by special organ and choral music to the praise of our Lord and
Savior, the Head of His Church;

Trmr~rCr.:c BE IT RESOr.;J~ that the COllcordia LLtt11erarl Conference e:;{})ress its TJhole­
hearted e;ratitude to the pastor ~nd members of this congreGation for their
most Iovine and liberal hospitality and Christian fellm-rship uhich contri­
buted to the general success of the convention, to our spiritual edification,
and to our physical comfort; and

BE IT ~URTIER rr~SOLVED that the Conference especially t~. Stephen Bloedel for serving
as the organist for tins convention, and that ue exprE:lss our gazatitude also
to the choir of st. Luke 1 s Lutheran Church of Seattle, Uashington, for the
special choral offering at the Sunday Divine Service, and to those ladies of
st. Jolm 1s uho provided special floral arranger,lents for the beautification
of the sanctuary; and

BE IT FURTBER nESODV:m that, above all others, ue praise and magnify the Lord of the
Church, our gracious Savior, for the bountiful blessings He has continued to
bestoH upon our Conference by His never-failing grace, particularily that
by His Holy Spirit, through the TTord, He has kept us in the true unity of
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the Spirit in spite of adversities on every side, and that ue bese~:h aim.
to keep us and the generations to come in that true unity so that by His
grace, we continue to speak the same thing, actively comb2,t any disruption
of our unity and be perfectly .}oined together in the same mind and in the
same jud.c,"!l18nt by firm adherance to His precious Hard. (I Cor. l~lO)

SOLI DEO GLORIA

-)(-

1978 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com




