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CONVENTION SERMON. June ZZ. 1973.
by Rev. Paul R. Bloedel. Seattle. Washington

II Corinthians 8:24. "Wherefore show ye to t.loem., and before the churches. the proof
of your love, and of our boasting on your behalf. II

Beloved friends in Christ:

The Bible tells us. IIGod is Love! II (I John 4: 16) These words have
been memorized by our smallest Sunday School children....but the meaning of these
words is profound. infinite. beyond human grasp and comprehension. Love is an at­
tribute of the Trinity. as also almighty. omniscient. and omnipresent are attributes
of God. The Greek word which is translated "love II in this statement, "God is Love, II
is a word which was practically unknown to the secular writers of the ancient Greeks.
It is a love unknown to the heathen who do not know the true God. It is a love which
is. in itself. the very nature and essence of our God. But love as an attribute of God
is not quiescent. It is vitally active and energetic. God indeed has proven His love
for us and continues to prove it day by day throughout our lives. He has created us,
redeemed us. and sanctified us I He has done everything necessary for our eternal
happiness. We read that "God so loved the world. that He gave His only begotten Son.
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish. but have everlasting liie." (John
3:16); "In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His
only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.lI(I John 4:9); "God
loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins," (1 John 4:10); 'IBeh01d.
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us. that we should be called the
sons of God."(I John 3:1); 'Christ also hath loved us. and hath given Himself for us."
(Eph. 5:2); "God, who is rich in mercy. for His great love wherewith He loved us.
even when we were dead in sins. hath quickened us together with Christ." (Eph. 2:4.5);
"God commendeth His love toward us. in that. while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us." (Rom. 5:8). Yes, the very heart and core of the Bible is Godts love in Christ
Jesus for all lost and condemned mankind through which love we have been brought to
faith in Jesus as our Savior. trust only in Him for our salvation. and find in Him las­
ting joy and comfort for this life and for the life that is to come I From our Lutheran
Hymnal we Christians frequently sing the praises of Godts love: "0 perfect Love. all
human thought transcending." "Love divine. all love excelling." "0 love beyond ex­
pression." !lOh the height of Jesus f love, Higher than the heavens above; Deeper than
the depths of sea. Lasting as eternity; Love that found me--wondrous thought-­
Found me when I sought Him not!"

God. who is the epitome of love. in His nature and in His work for sinful
mankind, is also the Author of love in the Christian heart. Where the Holy Ghost has
created faith in Christ. there true Christian love. which is the reflection of Godls
love. is also created and produces acts of kindliness toward our fellowmen and espe­
cially toward our fellow Christians. Our faith in Jesus shows itself in works of love
--but God does not need these works as a proof of our faith. We do not have to prove
our faith or our love to the Lord God who is able to look directly into our hearts and
to read them as an open book.

Others however--your fellow Christians--cannot look into your heart to
see whether or not you believe in Jesus as your Savior. They cannot see the love
which you have in your heart for the Lord and they cannot see the love which you
have in your heart for them. Our text therefore makes it possible for us to consider
for our meditation on this opening day of our convention, the t1i~me:

PRQY~__~2P:£tI,._QY~__,f9R__ Q1~tE__A-~9 THER t
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We shall see: 1. How this was urged upon the Christians at Corinth, and
2. How this should also be urged upon each one of us.

lV.l.ay God the Holy Ghost bless the consideration of His Word.•

1.

On his second missionary journey. the Apostle Paul came to the city of
Corinth in Greece, about 40 miles from Athens. Today nothing remains of Corinth
except a few dingy homes and bleak ruins of ancient buildings. But the Corinth at
the time of the Apostle Paul was a large, fast growing, flourishing metropolis--the
commercial center of Greece and the capital of the Roman province of Achaia.

Trade, art, and architecture, rather than philosophy, were the chief in­
terests of the metropolitan leaders in Corinth and consequently great wealth flowed
into the city. Here hundreds of priestesses served Venus, the goddess of love. by
offering their bodies for prostitution in worship of their goddess. Such horrible
lewdness was carried on in connection with their idolatry that the terUl "corinthian-
; 7P " hl3t"''::'YY1A .:::l h'"'l:J'n ... rI :;l'YY'\I"\.""n +'h_ ~""""~ __ "'J!'II .;" ........ _ ~ ..... + _.t \..~ .....: __ .:_ ........ _~_ ... _ ... _ ....... 'k ,.,..
--...;..... _ ...... --..._-- - -1 ..T ...... ~ - -~ ..-- .....&5 ",.I..&,-":;; - ..."" ...~ ...... "'g ...y.. ",,lJ,v Q,.\.r '" V.L l.le;;a, V.&.4.1.E,;;; ,A.,I,J,\oc.a. ",",v u. ... i:)1It:J W".& '-J.4 Qo

prostitutf'. The "corinthian drunkard ll and the IIcorinthian banquet" also became
proverbial. Corinth was the Las Vegas or San Francisco of ancient times. In Cor­
inth, slavery was practiced in its mOst rniserable form and besides the very rich
there were also the very poor. '.)ne historian writes: "The entire city was like a
vast evil resort III Here, in this wicked city, the Lord, through the Ulissionary labors
of the Apostle Paul, established a Christian congregation. This congregation, foun­
ded by the ",A~postle Paul, wa.s composed chiefly of Gentiles from among the lower
classes of society. Partially because of their environment, this congregation was
subject to pride and arrogance, and had not entirely thrown off the gross sins of im­
morality which permeated the city.

According to the Book of Acts. Paul continued in Corinth for over a
year and a half. and, when he proceeded on his missionary journey, ApoHos came to
Corinth and served the Corinthian Christians. As time went on, certain Christianiz­
ed Jews came to Corinth claiming to be good friends of Peter and James. These
false teachers. called Judaizers, brought dissension to the congregation. They ques­
tioned Paults authority as an Apostle of Christ and insisted on the observance of the
ceremonial laws. Factions rocked the congregation and threatened to destroy the
work which Paul, by the grace of God. had accomplished. Church discipline fell into
disuse; indifference and in"lmorality and vice prevailed; members sued one another
in court; the Lord!s Supper was desecrated, and sorne of the members went so far
as to deny the resurrection of the dead i Some of these problems are prevalent in
many so-called Lutheran congregations of today!

When the Apostle Paul became aware of these awful conditions in the
congregation at Corinth, he wrote his First Epistle to the Corinthians. He had writ­
ten a previous letter. which evidently had been destroyed, in which his words were
Ulisunderstood and which had caused many of the Corinthians to become more antago­
nistic. First Corinthians. however, was well received and SOlue of the problems in
the congregation were resolved--but certain unfavorable conditions continued to pre­
vail: SOUle of the members were still prejudiced against the Apostle Paul because of
the false teachings of the Judaizers. Sinful conduct and immorality among the Ulem­
bers had still not been entirely reUloved. At this time also, paul and his helpers
Ylere taking up a collection from the various Christian congregations in Asia to help
the poor Christians in Judea who were suffering from a severe famine. Paul was
hopeful that the Christians in Corinth would likewise participate wholehe~t'tedly in
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this endeavor and thereby prove their love for their fellow Christians. In his Se­
cond Epistle to the Corinthians we therefore read the words of our text: "Where­
fore show ye before the churches the proof of your love! II

To counteract the pride and self-conceit in the Corinthian congregation
the Apostle Paul had written: "What? Came the Word of God out from you? Or
came it unto you only? II (I Cor. 14:36). To combat the factious spirit in the congre­
gation. Paul had written: Ills Christ divided?" (I Cor. 1:13). To again reestablish a
thorough practice of Church discipline, the Apostle had written: IIput away from a­
mong yourselves that wicked person III--with reference to a member in the congre­
gation who had committed incest (1 Cor. 5:13). To curb unchastity. Paul had writ­
ten: IIFlee fornication... What, know ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God. and ye are not your own? II (I Cor.
6:18,19). As to one Christian taking another to court. Paul had written: III speak to
your shame. Is it 50, that there is not a wise rr~an arrlong you? no, not one that
shall be able to judge between his brethren? But brother goeth to law with brother.
and that before the unbelievers. Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you.
because ye go to law one with another liT (I Cor. 6:5-7). Concerning their desecra­
tion of the Lord's Supper. Paul had written: !lYe cannot be partakers of the Lord1 s
Table, and of the table of devils I'l (I Cor. 10:21). In his rebuttal directed toward
those in the Corinthian congregation who denied the resurrection of the dead, Paul
wrote: "If the dead rise not. then is not Christ raised: And if Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep
in Christ are perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men
most miserable. But now is Christ risen from the dead I" (I Cor. 15:17-20). In
three chapters, Paul. with great hU.iXlility, yet boldly, defends his authority as an
Apostle of Christ against the Judaizers and all who had been taken in by them. And
in our text, the Apostle urges the Corinthian Christians to PROVE THEIR LOVE
for their fellow-believers ill the other congregations. for the men whom Paul had
sent to them especially to encourage among them the offering for the poor Chris­
tians in Judea, and to support the favorable report which he had recently heard con­
cerning their congregation.

We have now seen how the me~nbers of the Corinthian congregation had
done much to destroy the unity of the Spirit which should have existed among them­
selves and the other Christian congregations. They had given much offense to their
fellow-Christians in other churches and in this they had shown a grievous lack of
Christian love. Now, in our text, the Apostle urges them to "PROVE" or to "dis­
play" their love before the churches--to give evidence of the bond of love which
should unite them with those of the household of faith!

II.
But how should this exhortation of the Apostle Paul in our text also be

urged upon us? Certainly, our congregations are not identical to the congregation
at Corinth as pertains to conditions and circumstances. But is there any among us
who would say that we. in the congregations of the Concordia Lutheran Conference,
do not need to be urged to PR:)VE OUR LOVE. to display our love, to demonstrate
our love for one another. to give evidence of our love for our fellow Christians?
Such a demonstration of love was so characteristic of the early Christians that the
heathen people who observed them, declared: "Behold how the Christians love one
another I" Should not this also be said of us as individual me~nbers of a Christian
congregation and of a Conference of congregations? The Lord Jesus says: "By this
shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another! 1/ (John
i3 :35).
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But how can we "prove II our love for one another? Let us consider a
few ways in which we can do this in the hopes that there will be still many more
ways found by each one of us as we continue to search the Scriptures and bask in the
Light of God's Love. In his letter to the Galatians (Gal. 5:16ff), the Apostle Paul
lists a number of virtues for which we Christians should strive. He calls them:
"Fruit of the Spirit! II There we read: lIThe fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance! II

"Love II is the most essential product of our faith in Christ Jesus. It
is the mother of all other Christian virtues. The Apostle therefore mentions it first
in this list. Here the love mentioned as that which should exist among Christians is
the same Greek word for love as is found in the statement: "God is Love !"--a love
which embraces all mankind and earnestly desires the salvation of all people; a love
which rejoices in fellowship with Christ and with fellow-believers; a love which
shows itseli by patience,longsuifering, seH-restraint which does not easily retaliate
a wrong; love which shows itself in kindness, gentleness, warmheartedness; love
which exercises itself in goodness, desiring what is good and doing good to others;
love which shows itself in faithfulness or trustworthiness; in meekness, not in out­
bursts of pride, anger, vehemence. or violence; love which holds our desires and our
pas sions in check.

Such love, the Apostle writes: "Suffereth long and is kind; envieth not,
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly. seeketh not her
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth
in the Truth! II (1 Cor. 13 :4. 5).

The Bible tells us that our love should be "without dissimulation,lIthat
is, without hypocrisy--showing itself in "deed and in truth I" We PRDVE C)UR
LOVE by being I(kindly affectioned one to another... in honor preferring one an­
other ll (Rom. 12:9,10), by being "compassionate, If "courteous, not rendering evil for
evil or railing for railing, but contrariwise blessing (1 Peter 5:8,9), "with alliowli­
ness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love" (Eph. 4:2).
being I'kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for
Christ's sake hath forgiven you! II (Eph. 4:32).

What a wonderful example of Christian love we find in the Apostle
Paul when he writes to the Corinthians: "The third time I alU ready to come to you;
and I will not be burdensome to you: for I seek not yours but YOU. • • 1 will very
gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you. the less I
be loved! II (II Cor. 12: 14,15).

a dear Christians. the Bible tells l:S: IIWe know that we have passed
from death to life, because we LOVE the brethren !Il (I John 3:14). IILet us love one
another: for love is of God; and everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth
God. IT God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. If we love one another.
God dwelleth in us, and His love is perfected in us III (I John 4:7,11,12). To this
end may the Lord make us to Ilincrease and abound in love one toward another! ii

(I Thess. 3:12). Let us ~hen PROVE OUR LOVE, for Jesus! sake! Amen.
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SERMON PREACHED AT TKE; SUNDAY SERVICE
by the Rev. H. David Mensing

Tinley Park, Ill.

John 21:15-19

In the Name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, beloved brethren in Christ:

"Prove your love." That is the motto chosen for this convention. It is a very
fitting choice, first of all because these words are the very words of God himself
spoken to his people in the Holy Scriptures; and, by the grace of God, the Christian
congregations comprising our conference have determined and, unlike many churches and
church bodies of our time, are still determined that their doctrine and practice must
rest completely and alone upon the Holy Scriptures, "the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus C~~ist Himself beir€ the Chief Cornerstone." (Eph.2:20)

"Prove your love" is also a very timely motto, fitting to the times in which we
live. For in our day the true love of many is at a very low ebb according to the
Savior's propheoy of the last ti.ines, tlBecause iniquity shall abound, the love of many
shall wax cold" (Matt.24:l2). Moreover in our day, this Scriptural motto of our con­
vention, yes, the very precept and concept of love is grossly mistaught and misapplier
by many who would pervert the pure doctrine and the right practice of God's Word, USil
"love" as an excuse simply to tolerate error in doctrine and life and even to defend
persistent false teachers and persistently wicked, unrepentant people.

In the midst of many such abuses of God's holy Word, let us cite here, in brief,
only two, which are so prominent in our times that, no doubt, most of us have person­
ally observed them in our dealings with errorists in our attempts to correct them and
to uphold the eternal truth of our God. There are, first,~ who pervert ~ love
of God toward mankind, claiming that, since God is love (1 John 4:16), he cannot hate
anything or anyone; and that, consequently, we who are to walk in his steps must be
likeminded (1 Pet.2:21). Such people completely side-step the Scriptural truth that
God is also just and holy and that he must therefore hate all sin, as the Scriptures
testify--c;r-him, "Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness." (Ps.45:7) They
patently ignore the Scriptural truth that God can love sinners only in and through
Christ Jesus, His Son, who by His vicarious atonement for the sins of the world satis
fied God's justice, making it possible for him to be gracious to sinners (2 Cor.5:l9;
Eph.2:13); and they brazenly reject the clearly revealed truth that whoever spurns th
love shall and must be abhorred by God and eternally damned. (John 3:36; Mark 16:15-1

There are, secondly, in our day many who emphasize and often talk profusely abou
the neighborly and brotherly love required in the Second Table of the Law while they
de-emphasize the Scriptural truth that to love God~ ill things and persons is ou.
first and foremost obligation. Now God's 1:Jord indeed teaches us: "Thou shalt love th:
neighbor as thyself." (Lev.19:18; Natt.22:39) And it :;Joints out a very special affin'
ty that exists between Christian brethren, who have become Godts children through
faith in Christ Jesus and are one with us in faith. (John 13:35) Yet it is evident
in Scripture that also this kind of love is not a weak and sentimental emotion that
permits an erring brother to continue in ways that lead to destruction, but rather an
all-consuming, selfless devotion that compels the Christian, in meekness but with
definiteness and firmness in accord with God's Word, to discipline and restore those
who are overtaken in a fault. (Gal.6:1; Matt.18:l5-17; Provo 13:24) It is evident in
Scripture, furthermore, that even this neighborly, yea this brotherly love is not to
take precedence over the First Table of the La-w, which requires: "Thou shalt love the
Lord with all thy heart, and with all .!h'L soul, and with all .!h'L mind." (Matt.22:37)
Yes, "He that loveth father or mother more than Ne," says our Lord Jesus, "is not
,.,orthy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me."

1973 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



page 8

(Matt.lO:37)

So we see, my dear brethren, that there are many kinds and degrees and interde­
pendencies of love taught in the Bible, each to be observed in its proper sphere and
without abuse. As our love to God and man proceeds, as a fruit of justifying faith,
from God's love to us in Christ Jesus, for it is written, "We love him because he first
loved us;" (1 John 4:19) so also the fulfillment of all the commandments, yes, also
those of the Second Table, must flow from a childlike fear and love of God in accordanct
with the First Table.

With these things then in mind, let us now center our attention on the text before
us and on the first and highest requirement of the Law of Love. On the basis of this
text, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, let us seek answer to this important
question:

How are we Christians to Prove our Love to the Lord, our Savior?

The answer of our text is in these three parts: We are to prove our love to
Him

I. By dearly loving Him even as He first loved us, but with all humbleness
of heart and mind;

II. By faithfully feeding His lambs and sheep; and

III. By being willing to bear the cross with Him, yes, even death for His
name's sake.

T.....
The first fourteen verses of this twenty-first chapter of John's gospel relate

the appearance of the risen Savior to seven of His disciples at the Sea of Galilee,
at which time He, by a miracle like the one done in His earlier ministry and recorded
in Luke chapter 5, helped them catch a whole boat-:oad of fish; and then, even as they
were still hauling the fish to land, invited them to have breakfast with Him consisting
of fish already there, broiled on a fire of coals, and of bread. It was just after
this breakfast that the Lord Jesus held the special conversation with Peter recorded
in our text, through which He publicly, before the other disciples, restored Peter,
who had denied Him, to his apostleship.

Also before this time Simon Peter had been a true believer in Jesus. We recall,
for example, some of his bold confessions, as in Hatt.16:16: "Thou art the Christ,
(that is, the Savior), the Son of the living God;" and as also similarly in John 6:69.
Yet he had done what you and I, too, have often done in various ways in our life.
Re had fallen into sin and denied Jesus. One can hardly read before our text of the
"fire of coals" or in our text of the three-fold question, "Lovest thou me," without
recalling Peter's three-fold denial of Jesus at the fire of coals outside the palace
of the high priest when the Lord Jesus was in the midst of His great Passion. At thai;
time his knowledge of Jesus was still very weak, and with his faith in Jesus was mixeu
an element of self-trust and self-love. It was this that caused him to fall. Do yo~

not remember from the Passion history how he even boasted of himself, as though he
W€I'G better than the other disciples, "Though all men shall be offended because of T;,se,
yet ivill I never be offended. "? But now, after Peter repented, and as the risen Lord
~OvT tests and strengthens him, what do we read in our text?

We read:
Jonas, loyest

"So when they had dined, Jesus s~ith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of
thou me more than these? He saith unto HL~, Yea, Lord t Thou knowest

t'~2.t I love Thee." Notice here how carefully Jesus probed into his heart. He no lcnce1
r;.:.Eed him "Peter," that is, a stone or rock, but simply "Simon, son of Jonas." This
lieS indeed a real probe and challenge for any personal pride, self-trust, and self-lo\re
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still in Peter's heart to crop out and make him say, "Why donlt you call me "Peter"
anymore? Don't you trust me?" And Jesus added, in front of the other disciples,
"Lovest thou me more than these," that is, "more than these do?" These words no doubt
reminded Peter of how he had once boasted a greater love and faithfulness than all the
rest. And then we want to note also the~ word which Jesus used f2£~ in these
questions to Peter.

In the original language of the text, two different words are used meaning "to
love." The one expresses the highest kind of love, and is constantly used of God's
perfect, self-sacrificing love to man in the Savior; while the other expresses the
affection which one friend has for another. Now, when Jesus questions Peter the first
and second times, He uses that more exalted term and says in fact, "Simon, do you love
me with that greatest love with which I have loved you?" But now Peter is careful not
to boast, and so he answers with the other word. "Lord, you know that I have deep
affection for you as my dear friend." Then, finally, in His third question, the Lord
condescends to Peter and asks him, "Do you really love me dearly as your friend?" To
which Peter then replies, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you dearly,
but I don't mean to boast that my love is even nearly as great and wonderful as yours."
This is all very touching to observe, for it shows the true love for Christ that charac
terizes a penitent sinner, a truly believing Christian. Now gone entirely 1s that
former self-trust, self-love and boasting which characterized the Peter who denied
Jesus. Now he simply commits the questions "Lovest thou me" to the Savior's omniscienc
and says, "Lord, you know all things. You even know my heart, how dearly I love you;
and yet you know also my poor, sinful heart; you know that my love is still very imper-
fect, and how sorely I need you to be my dear Savior!" ---

This, then, is how we also should follow our risen Savior in love; tuis is how we
should prove our love to Him, loving Him indeed very dearly, yea, striving even to l~e
Him perfeCtly-as He re~ires because He first loved us most perfectly and gave Himself
as our Savior. And yet we should realize that our human heart; as the Prophet Jeremiah
reminds us, is "deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked," (Jer.17:9); and se
as Feter himself writes in his First Epistle, we should "be clothed with humility."
(1 Pet.5;5). Yes, in answer to Jesus' questions to us, "Lovest thou me?" we ought
always to express and demonstrate our deep love for Him, as, for example, by our loving
devotion to His l vord and Work, and by daily following after His commandments; as He
has taught us, "If ye love me, keep my commandments." (John 14;15). And yet, we must
never boast of our love, as though ours is so much better than that of our fellow dis­
ciples who may still show certain weaknesses in their Christianity, or perhaps even
already much like the Lord's perfect love for us. Truly following our risen Savior,
truly proving our love to Him is loving Him very dearly, after the pattern of His per­
fect love for us, but with all hQmility of heart and mind, always penitently realizing
that, in comparison to Him, we are all, at our best, still very lo·v-eless people, still
doomed to His wrath and displeasure, the righteous curse of temporal death and eternal
damnation, were it not for His perfect, saving love toward ~, by which, while we were
yet sinners, He died for us (Rom.5;S), and by \lhich, through His Holy Spirit, our dear
Lord daily and riohly forgives all sins to us and all believers. (1 John 1:7)

II.

Now we see from our text, secondly, that we truly follow our Lord in love, and
prove 21:£~ to Him, ~~, in such love, also faithfully feed and care for His
lambs and sheep.

The text tells us that Jesus asked Peter three l'llIleS, "Lovest thou me?" liDa eaeh
time that Peter professed his love for Jesus, this is the very thing the Savior told
him to do in -order to. ETQY:~ ~e.Il!QQ§i:r:"~J;e_hJs J...~'@.. "And liMn He had spoken this,
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He saith unto him, Follow me." To Peter's first answer, "Lord, thou knowest that I
love thee," Jesus replied, "Feed my lambs." Upon his second answer, Jesus added, "Feed
and pasture my sheep." And to his third answer, he added in summary, as we have it in
the original words, "Feed and shepherd .§1l !!!l dear litHe sheep. II With these i'fords
the Lord very evidently restored Peter to his apostleship after his denial of Jesus.
But by these words the Lord Jesus also does more. For His words, we remember, are
written down for our learning. (Romans 15:4)

"lhile it is true that the Lord does not hereby commit to all Christians the office
of the public ministry of His Word, for that is done, His Word teaches, by a particular
call tendered to faithful men, who, after very special study and training, are able to
teach others also; it is true, nevertheless, and very plain from Jesus' words in the
text, that the Savior is here challenging everyone who professes to~ Him to Erove
ihat by actively taking part in His important work on earth, the feeding and shepherdin{
of His precious lamas and sheep. (Heb.5:4; Rom.IO:15)

Our Lord Jesus mentions the lambs first, no doubt because they are basic to the
sheep. If there are no lambs~here will not be any sheep either. And if the lambs
are not brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, if they are not taught
and trained to be true and faithful Christians, there will not be any sheep later on
in the flock of the Good Shepherd.. Besides this, our dear Savior has a "special heart"
for, a special interest in, the little ones, who are verJ' dependent upon others to be
fed, taught, and led in the right paths. Therefore He pleads with us all: "Suffer the
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of
God." (Nark 10) Therefore the Lord lays this Christian care and shepherding of the
little lambs, the children, as a solemn obligation, on pastors and on all the Christiane
who profess to love Him and follow Him; but He lays it particularly on the parents at
home, who live with their children day by day and thus can be of the greatest and most
constant influence upon them. Don't you hei:.T Him say? : "And ~ fathers, ••• bring up
your children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord!" (Eph.6:4) "And these words
which I command thee this day shall be in thine heart, and thou shalt teach them dili­
gently unto thy children." (Deut. 6) "Tell me, therefore,'1 says your Savior to you,
"tell me, dear pastor, dear Christian, dear father and mother, Lovest thou me? Then
don't you neglect their most careful Christian training, but feed my lambs!"

To this however Jesus also adds the \vords, "Feed and p~sture SY. sheep." Also the
sheep of Jesus, the older Christians, need to be fed and pastured, so that their life,
their spiritual life of faith, may be maintained and their health promoted unto eternal
life. They need to be fed regul&rly and carefully in the life-giving green pastures
of Godls pure l~ordi and they need to be shepherded, that is, sought after, corrected,
protected from the wolving false prophets, snatched away from the dangerous paths of
sin, and continually wooed back into the safe and comforting fold of the Chief Shepherd
bJT His inviting Gospel. They need all this because they are sheep and vrander, oh, so
easily, away from their Shepherd and His pastures. "And other sheep have I," the Lord
Jesus yet adds, "which are not of this fold. Them also I must bring." He is speaking
of those others whom He has chosen, who have not yet been brought into His fold. Yes,
there is mission work to be done and others yet to be brought in to Jesus! (John 10:16)

All this, dear brethren, is the reason why God has ordained and established the
Christian congregation, or local church, with its office of the public ministry. And
when we speak of the ;)ublic ministry, we must speak, in connection therewith, also of
our seminary and its great importance for the maintenance of a true and faithful minis­
try, for the new mission fields that ought to be/established as well as fo~ the future
of our congregations. For the faithful lvIartin Luther speaks tru.ly, in accordance with
our Savior's word and will; and the sainted Doctor Pieper, likewise, when he reiterates
Luther, saying: "The ministry is despised ••• when Christians are slow to ••• maintain
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sohools for the training of men for the public service in the Church." (st. L., X:4l7;
458; Pieper, Dogmatics, III, 450) It should therefore be evident that all this, of
which our Savior speaks in the text before us, is surely not alone the work and obliga­
tion of ministers and pastors, and surely not alone of our present, current ministry.
For how far could we ever hope to progress in the mission work of our Lord if we have
no extra pastors to send forth as missionaries? How long would our present congrega­
tions continue even to exist if we did not provide ~fell-trained and faithful pastors
for the future? And for how long would there be any faithful congregations and pastors
to do the work of the Lord Jesus, if it were not for the faithful, loving sheep, sheep
not only to come and be fed and guided, but also, by their faithful work and service,
by their loving gifts and sacrifices, and by their fervent prayers, to stand behind
and support the undershepherds of Jesus; to maintain, promote, and extend the dear
Savior's church here on earth?

So you can see, m~ dear brethren, that it all comes right back dowl! again to the
individual Christian and his love for Christ. Yes, you, ~ of you, you are feeding
the lambs and sheep too, inasmuch and in as far as you are an active Christian not only
in your home but also in the church. Jesus is coming to each of you today, as He did
to Simon Peter, and He is asking you, "Lovest thou mer" ("Do you really want to follow
me faithfully in love? Do you want to prove your love to me? Then don't you ever be
indifferent and inactive in the ,lork of my church, but feed my lambs, pasture my sheep,
feed and care for and help shepherd all my dear little sheepl")

III.

Just how truly, faithfully, and lovingly do you and I want to follow our dear
Savior? How surely do you want to prove your love to lum-r For we see nOH, 1;nJ.ra..Ly,
from this text that ~ follow Him truly and prove ~ love to Him only when ~ ~
willing also to~ the~~ Him? and~ to suffer death, if need be, for His
name's sake.

Having spoken thus far with Peter, and having questioned him about his love, the
Lord Jesus then also told him, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, \'Ilhen thou wast young,
thou girdest thyself and walkedst whither thou wouldest; but when thou shalt be old,
thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee and carry thee whither
thou wouldest not." And John now, by God's inspiration, adds this explanation, "This
spake He signifying by what death he should glorify God." "And when He had spoken this:
He said unto him, FollOiv ~!"

As the Apostle John explains, these words of Jesus to Peter were a direct prophecy
that Peter would have to suffer a martyr's death at the hands of the heathen for his
Savior's sake. When he was young, Peter put his own belt about his garment and did
whatever he pleased. But when he is old, another, namely a heathen executioner, would
stretch out his hands, tie him up, and take him where he did not like to go. And we
note from the church historian, Eusebius, who lived about 300 A. D., the report that,
in the year 64 under the &nperor Nero, Peter, for his faithful confession of Jesus,
was crucified at Rome, bound up and tied to the cross upside down. If that history is
accurate, and we know of no reason to discount it, we may certainly conclude from it
together with Jesus' prophecy that what Peter had promised in the Garden of Gethsemane,
"Though I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee," (Natt. 26: 35), he was nml to
carry out in order to give the final proof of his loving faithfulness, to the glory of
his Lord and Savior.

Now, beloved fellow Christians, not all of/us may have to endure a martyr1s death
to prove our love and faithfulness to the ;:iavior. Yet all of us, God I s Word assures llS,

"must through much tribulation enter unto the Kingdom of God." (?cts 11~~ 22) And does
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not Jesus say all-inclusively and therefore very personally to all of us?: "If ~~
will come after me. let him deny himself. and take uu his cross. and follow me."
(Matt.16:24) \Vho but God himself knows how heavy a ~ross we may yet have to bear to
prove ourselves loving and faithful followers of Jesus? So then let us even now cheer­
fully and lovingly deny ourselves for His sake and bear the burdens that are necessary
to such proof. We are going to follow someone in our life here on earth, that is sure!
Would you want to follow the devil, your flesh, and the wicked world, through temporary
ease, to da~nation? Or would you not rather follow your dear Savior, through the cross
to the crown of heavenly joy and glory? For He so lovingly, so graciously promises
3r .:JU: "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." (Rev.2:10)
Amen.

*
*
*
*

* * * * * * *
;'f

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
for the 22nd Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference.

Dear Brethren:

The Lord has made us Christians. The Lord has made us Lutheran
Christians. He has enabled us to confess the full Truth of His Word in all its puri­
ty and He has blessed us with this precious Gift not in order that we sink into a
dead orthodoxy or carnal security without love and without enthusiasm for the work
of the Lord. He has blessed us with the precious Gift of His pure Word in order
~".d.~ we might spend ourselves and be spent in His service. yes. that everyone of
us--pastors as well as lay people--might sacrifice our strength. our talents. and
our earthly goods as those who truly realize what a privilege it is to live under
Christ in His Kingdom and to serve Him. It is for this reason that we have formed
our Concordia Lutheran Conference in order that our congregations which are one
in faith might. under the blessing of the Lord. accomplish objectives in the service
of our Savior which would be difficult for us to accomplish alone as individual con­
gregations. These Christian objectives are nicely set forth in Article III of our
Conference Constitution which reads as follows:

Ill. The cons e rvation of the unity in the true faith.
2. Joint testimony and defense against all public errors in doctrine and

practice.
3. Joint effort toward God-pleasing union with other Lutherans. namely

such union as is based upon the unity of the Spirit--full agree­
ment in doctrine and practice on the basis of Godfs Word.

4. Joint extension of the KinlZdom of God throulZh cooperative mission
work of our congregations. -'

5. The adequate training of pastors for the work of the ministry in our
midst. and of parochial school teachers and other helps to the
ministry.

6. The publication and distribution of orthodox religious books. periodi­
cals, and other literature for the promotion of the true faith.

7. The endeavor to bring about the best possible uniformity in orders of
service. church customs. and other congregational externals;
without. however, abridging any congregation's rights in matters
indifferent (adiaphora)."

May these objectives always be uppermost in our minds as we perform our work as
delegates to this 22nd Annual Convention out of love for our Savior.

At our last convention, which was held in Seattle. Washington. your
President and Secretary were asked to reclaim for our Conference the President's
Files which were stiii held by Rev. E. L. J.v.l.ehlberg of Coos Bay. Oregon. This was
accomplished with ample patience and with a minimum of expense for legal assis­
tance. We thank the Lord that these files, which are the rightful property of our
Conference, are again in our possession.

During the past year. the congregations of our Conference.by Referen­
dum. Vote. made the necessary changes in our Conference Constitution so as to have
an Article covering the Conference publishing house, officially known as Scriptural
Publications (Concordia Lutheran Conference). This new Article of our Constitu­
t>:on directly involves one and indirectly involves three or four of our Conference
objectives. Our congregations are therefore to be commended for realizing how
important it is to have a proper working relationship firmly established and main­
tained between the publishing house and our Conference, and that a matter of such
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far-reaching importance relating to the objectives of our Conference be recognized
in our Conference Constitution even as the duties of other Standing Committees,
having to do '\vith the Christian objectives of the Conference. are set forth in the
Constitution.

What is the state of our Conference at this time? The words that best
describe it, in my estimation, is that there is a general tendency toward a lack of
real and genuine concern for our Conference and its objectives. If we could call
back the enthusiasm and self-sacrifice which characterized our Conference in its
e:l.rlier years! In those days we were evidently more awa:-e of what the Lord had
delivered us from when we left the heterodox Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod be­
cause of its rank toleration of error in doctrine and practice. What a feeling of re­
lief was ours and how eager we were to go forward in the work of the Lord without
being hindered by disunity and strife 1 Do\r/n through the years our own precious
unity was disrupted three times and our Conference wavered under these blows, but,
under the Lord's gracious blessing, we, as a faithful relunant, were enabled to re­
group and once again to pursue the work of the Lord as brethren "perfectly joined
togethe r in the same mind and in the same judgment. II

We are small. Collectively our congregations are barely the size of
one average mission congregation in the Missouri Synod. But Oh, how wonderfully
and how richly the Lord has blessed us. He alone, through His Word and by His
grace, has created among us a fellowship of congregations which should not be de­
spised. This fellowship is exercised and the unity of the Spirit is furthered among
us by the assembling together of the representatives of our congrega.tions as "~le are
in this convention to further the Christian objectives of our Conference. He alone
has established our Seminary for the training of a future ministry which will help
to retain the pure teachings of God's Word among us. He alone has seen to it that
we have a publishing house in our midst from which His name may be glorified
through the printed Word. Do we frequently think on these amazing blessings of
God's grace and earnestly thank our gracious God with our lips, by our actions,
through the use of our talents, the sacrifice of our time, the willingness to endure
inconvenience, and the unselfish sharing of the gifts which the Lord has given us?

We are small, and this past fiscal year our contributions to carry out
the objectives of our Conference have hardly been meeting the obligations necessary
to keep our Conference going financially froLn month to month. Certainly, each one
of us in our congregations has a blessed privilege to give for the work of the Lord
in our Conference and to know that what he gives is actually going for the Lord's
work--to keep His pure Word among us for ourselves and for our children after us.
In the Christian objectives of our Conference we have ample opportunity to prove
our love for our Savior, for those who do not yet know Him. and for those who are
of the household of faith. May we bring back to our congregations the urgent a.ppeal
that the blessings with which the Lord has blessed our Conference may indeed be
lost if sufficient funds are not forth coming. The contributions to our Seminary
Fund alone are about $ 800.00 short of meeting the salaries of our professors. The
monthly contributions to our Mission Fund will be totally insufficient to support a
man in the mission field. May our congregations not be apathetic to these very im­
portant needs and goals of our Conference and, may we earnestly beseech the Lord.
once again to fill us with zeal for the work of His Kingdom.

Because of our slnall size and limited financial resources, one of the
dangers that faces our Conference is the danger of over-organization and over-le-

1973 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



page 15

gislation. Over-organization has a tendency to drain Conference funds in areas
which have no direct bearing on our lofty Christian objectives and also tends to
diminish the important roll of our individual congregations. Over=legislation in a
Confe rence as small as ours has a tendency to make some individuals of our mem­
bership unwilling to hold an office in which unnecessary demands are made upon
their time. A limited organization and limited legislation in our small Conference
is neither inefficient nor disorderly--but is designed to function with the greatest
possible efficiency and with the greatest economy of time at the least expenditure
of funds, yet, at all times entirely subject to the desires of the Conference in con­
vention assembled.

The needs of our Conference will not be helped by more committees
or by more legislation with regard to existing committees--but by are-evaluation,
in the light of God!s Word, on the part of each congregation of its ability to give
more for the great Christian objectives for which our Conference exists; that this
re-evaluation is motivated only by the Gospel of Christ and Him crucified; and that
by such re-evaluation we lIprove our love" for one another as the motto of our con­
vention exhorts us. To this end may we proceed to the work which lies before us
in Jesus! name. Amen.

This report is respectfully submitted,

P. R. Bloedel, Pre sident

Report of the Committee to Review the Presidential Report.

Your Committee has examined the Presidentts Report very carefully
and has found it to be accurate and edifying. We unanimously recommend that the
Conference, in this convention assembled, adopt the report with sincere thanks to
President Bloedel for his faithful labors amid trying circumstances and difficult
situations during the past Conference year and with heartfelt gratitude to the Lord
of the Church for His rich and gracious blessings to our Conference and its Presi­
dent.

Respectfully submitted,

Pastor Q. W. Schaefer
Walter F. Fischer
Paul F. Luedtke
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CONVE1~ION ES3AY - June 22-24, 1973
by the Rev. M. L. Natterer

Lebanon, Oregon

That we Christians are to confess the Lord Jesus and His Word is such an obvious
fact that it cannot justifiably be denied. The Lord gives His Church the Commission,
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature" (Nark 16:15).
There is simply no doubt about it, he who refuses to confess Christ as his Savior from
sin, death, and hell, will stand on the left side (Matt.25=4l) of Christ's Throne on
the Day of Judgment. In crystal-clear terms the Lord reminds us, "Whosoever therefore
shall confess Me before men, him will I confess also before My Father which is in
heaven. But whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny before ~~ Father
which is in heaven" (lYIatt.10: 32,33). And again, "'!lhosoever therefore shall be ashamed
of Me and of 1~ words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the
Son of man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory of His Father with the holy angels"
(Mark 8:38). Now we Christians confess the Lord Jesus motivated not by a slavish fear
of Him, but rather because we love Him 1Vho first loved us and gave Himself that we,
possessing the forgiveness of all sins, might be the heirs of everlasting bliss and
joy. "Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh" (JVlatt .12: 34). As love to
Jesus and our fellow-man prompts us Christians to confess the Savior with our lips 80

also love should prompt us Christians to be faithful stewards also in the area of
giving. Thi.s is th3 theme which is to occupy our attention at this convention, a theme
which is a most timely one. In the body of this essay your essayist lays no claim to
originality but simply sets forth a compilation of "hat was written already in years
gone by in old orthodox German Synodical essays delivered by our fathers. May God the
Holy S~irit bless our consideration of this theme -

THS EXEHCISE OF CHRIS'rrdj LOVIE IN CHRISTIJ~N Slr~~\.rlcRDSHIP!

First of all, we should like to emphasize the word "Christian" in the above theme.
While all men should acknowledge their position as stewards, and should seek rightly
to exercise their stewardship, the heathen who have not come unto the heavenly Father
by Jesus Who alone is the ;·.ray, the Truth, and the Life, are l.,holly incapable of exer­
cising such stewardship. Before men can do right toward God, they must be right with
God. "\Vithout faith it is ilupossible to please Him" (Heb.11:6). Jesus even said to
His disciples, "'Ilithout Me ye can do nothing" (John 15: 5). The _~postle Paul reminds
us that "as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God"(Rom.8:14).
Only the Ch~istians, God's children through faith in Christ, can really exercise such
stewardship!

Thus it is not a matter of indifference with God concorning the source of gifts
for His Kingdom. He has placed this blessed work in the hands of those whom He has
called out of darkness into His marvelous light. Indeed, we readily acknowledge that,
at times, God makes use of the unbelievers for the advancement Ci' His Kingdom thus re-
vealing that the Kingdom of Power serves the Kingdom of Grace according to His wisdom
and will. But the gifts which the unbelievers may give are not acceptable unto the
Lord, because, as ille already have noted, "\vithout faith it is imposs ible to please
Him" (Heb.1l:6). The Lord reminded the unbelieving Jews through the Prophet Jeremiah,
"To what purpose cometh there to Ke incense from Sheba, and the sweet cane from a far
country? your burnt offerings are not acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet unto Me"
(6:20). Compare also Isaiah 1:l0ff. We must remember that the unbelievers are dead
in trespasses and sins and in their natural state receive not the things of the Spirit
of God; for they are foolishness unto them; ne~ther can they know them, because they
are spiritually discerned. (See Eph.2:1; 1 Cor.2:14).

Only Christians are stewards in this sense for God has from eternity chosen them
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not only for the joys of heaven but also for a life of service here on earth. ifuile
God certainly loved the whole Horld and gave His Son for all, redeeming all mankind by
the atoning sacrifice of His Son on the Cross, yet only those who are dressed in the
blood and righteousness of Jesus can stand before God. As Christians we are "Godls
l~orkmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them" (Eph.2:S). Not only have the very works which 1;fe Chris­
tians are to perform been foreordained, but even the necessary means and the ability
enabling us to do them have been granted to us by the Lord. After receiving such sup­
plies of grace, we do not the expected works, what are we, then, but unfaithful ste­
VlE,rds!

Remember the words which the Lord spoke to Abrcoham? "And I will make of thee a
great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a bles­
sing" (Gen.12:2). There we observe God's promise of the coming Redeemer. Yet, we also
observe God's plan to use His chosen people on earth not only to receive His blessings,
but also to conserve them, and to pass them on to others. Abraham was made a steward
of the promises of God. 1'Jhat if Abraham had been faithless? But God gave him grace
to be a faithful steward. Now in each generation God raises up for Himself faithful
stewards who are to exercise such steVlardship. '/hen the chief priests and Pharisees,
and under their leadershi'J also the people, had been unfaithful stewards over God's
spiritual gifts, Jesus pronounced this sentence upon them, "The kingdom of God shall
be taken from you, hnd given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof" (See
Matt.21: 33-46).

In the parable of the Talents, Metthew 25, the Lord Jesus speaks of the manifold
gifts of God entrusted in va,rying measure to His disciples. In His parable of the
Pounds, Luke 19, Jesus refers to the spiritu.:l gift which all receive alike, namely,
the 1~ord of God with its saving power. Dr. 3toeckhardt, in commenting on this double
parable, says in his Biblische Geschichte des Neuen Test2.ments, "The serve.nts of the
lord are the disciples of Jesus, the Christians. Unto them Christ, the Lord, has en­
trusted all kinds of gifts und goods, spiritual and temporal; and He requires of His
servants that they place His gifts into His service, that they use them in the interest
of His kingdom, that they be faithful stewards over these goods from the time of His
glorious aqcension until His return to Judgment. rlbove all, He has given unto them
His ~ord, that they may spread it, and thereby gain souls for the kingdom of heaven.
And the true Christians do this, some with a greater, others with a lesser degree of
diligence. Some, however, though having the name of Christians, neglect and waste the
entrusted gifts, show no zeal for the Lord and His CRuse. They ere wicked servants
and hypocrites. Some day Christ will return in His glor,y, and call His servants to
render an account. The pious and faithful servants will He praise and reward, each
according to his works, and will grant them to sh~re His kingdom and His glory. Of
course, all that "Fe then receive of the Lord Hill be a reVJ8.rd of grace. On the other
hand, everything will be taken from the slothful and unfaithful servants; they receive
no portion in the eternal kingdom of Christ" (page 233).

Only Christians ~ the stewards of God and ~ rightfully AxercisA ~his steward­
Ship because they~ recognized this calling ~~ consciously accepted the obli­
gations 2;§. Hell 2;§. the nrivil,~ges of ste'.Jardship.

'oilien we speak of Christians being faithful stewards we mean ALL Christians, for
all Christians belong to the Church. This includes, of course, men, women, and chil­
dren. Not only the voting members, not only the communicant members, but all baptized
individuals have the responsibility to exercis~ Christian stewardship according to thei
age, occupation, circumstances and talents. Obviously, we are not speaking about the
tiny children '>lho have not attained to the age of discretion (Deut.l: 39: "•••your chil­
dren, which in that day had no knowledge of good and eVil") since they are completely
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dependent upon those who have the authority over them. Yet how often we hear those who
would excuse the children from giving to the Lord Jesus. But remember what happened
when the chief priests and the scribes were so sorely displeased because the children
in the temple cried, "Hosanna to the Son of David" to the Lord Jesus? "And Jesus saHh
unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast
perfected praise?" (Matt.21:l6). At the earliest possible age our children should leary
not only to take from the Lord's hand, but also to give. Many children receive a defi­
nite weekly allowance, other older children have part-time jobs, etc. They should learr
to set aside a definite amount for the work in the Lord's Kingdom. And how necessary
it is in this respect that they have the good example of their parents! For if the
father does not practice faithful Christian stewardship, how can he expect his children
to be liberal givers!

We dare not forget that the exercise of this stew2rdship is a privilege which the
Lord bestows upon the Christians. "!hat a glorious honor for us Christians to be co­
laborers in building Christ's kingdom here upon earth. The Apostle Peter refers to the
Christians as "a chosen generation, a royal priest-hood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people." Hence the Apostle can exhort them, "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up
a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ" (IPet.2:9,5). :.'fe know, of course, that the Christians do not have
this honor because of any inborn meritorious quality, rather it is because we have been
washed and justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus 2,nd by the Spirit of our God.
(1 Cor.6:l1). It is all due, 100%, to the grace and mercy of our dear heavenly Father
in Christ, "in Whom we have rede~ption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac­
cording to the riches of His grdce" (Eph.1:7). The Christians are lithe apple of the
Lord's eye" (Ps.l7:8) bringing forth the fruits of their faith which are well-pleasing
in the sight of the Lord. No wonder the _~postle Paul can refer to the gift from the
Philippians as lI an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to Godll
(Philip.4:lS). ,should this not be an incentive to motivate us Christians to strive to
be more conscientious in the exercise of our stewardship?

But, alas, the Christians have their sinful flesh with which to contend. And we
~ust remember that every Christian must confess with the great Apostle Paul, "I know
that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thingll ••• "For the good that I would
I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do" (Rom.7:18,19). Instead of letting
the fact that God has accorded him such an undeserved priVilege motivate him to more
faithful stewardship, the flesh tem9ts the Christain to use it as a means of escape.
If giving for Christ's Kingdom is a privilege, then it makes no difference if I accept
and make use of this privilege! ThEt is the la.nguage of our sinful flesh! Hence it
is necessary that I"e be reminded that it is God's COMHUID that we exercise such Chris­
tian stewardship.

Our sinful flesh also tempts us to think that we ~re the owners, instead of steward,
so that we can do what we choose '"ith our money and possessions. l'1e recall how Hoses
warned the Israelites,"Be"l!J,re that thou forget not the Lord, thy God, ••• lest, when thou
hast eaten and art full, ~nd hast built goodly house~ and dwelt therein, and when thy
herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and gold is multiplied, and all that thou
hast is multiplied, then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord, thy God,
and thou say in thine heart, Ny povler and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this
'.ea1th. But thou shalt remember the Lord, thy God; for it is He that giveth thee power
to get wealth" (Deut.8:l1,l2-14,17,l8). And the admonition which the Apostle Paul ad­
dresses to the Corinthians, "Who maketh thee to differ from another? and wha.t hast thou
that thou didst not receive? Now, if thou didst, receive it, why dost thou glory as if
thou hadst received it?!! (1 Cor.4: 7). 1,Je dare never forget that we are merely stewards,
entrusted with these earthly possessions by the Lord to Whom alone belongs all things
and \If'ho will someday demand of us: "Give an account of thy ste\.ardship! II
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Whatever God commands us we must do. It is not for us to reason why, or to make
excuses - it is for us unquestioningly to obey. There can be no doubt that it is God's
command. Listen to a few of God's specific commands on giving. "Honor the Lord with
thy substance and with the first-fruits of all thine increase" (Prov.3:9); "Vow and
pay unto the Lord, your God" (Ps.76:11); "Every man shall give as he is able"
(Deut.16:l7); "Let him that is taught in the Word communicate (share) unto him that
teacheth in all good things" (Ga1.6:6); "To do good and to communicate forget not;
for \>'ith such sacrifices God is well pleased" (Heb.13:l6); "Charge them that are rich
in this world that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to commulli­
c".te" (1 Tim.6:17-19). To disobey God's Law of giving is the same as to transgress
any of the Ten Commandments. And ma~v who would hesitate to steal directly from their
neighbor are continually stealing from God. God told the Jews through the prophet,
"vlill a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Hherein have we robbed thee?
In tithes and offerings" (Malachi 3:8).

We are aware of the fact that in the Old Testament the Ceremonial Law provided for
the time, the place, the amount to be given, etc. But in the New Testament we have
been delivered from the yoke of the Ceremonial Law, yet we have not been delivered from
the command to give. The command still stan.ds: "Even so hath the Lord ordained that
they which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel" (1 Cor.9:14). And who is to
support the Pastoral Office? Not the State but the Church, in particular, every local
Christian congregation, as we h~ve already heard, "Let him that is taught in the Word
communicate (share) unto him that teacheth in all good things" (Ga1.6:6).

But does our responsibility to exercise Christian stewardship end with the local
Christian congregation? Ive heard the Savior's Hords, "Go ye into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:16). In view of this co~~and we are not
to be satisfied with possessing the precious Gospel merely for ourselves, but we are
to do all that we can in spreading the message of salvation far and wide, letting it
sound forth throu~hout the whole world. Obviously, this can~ot be carried out without
the necessary funds. The work to be done in Christ's Kingdom on earth costs money.
Hence our congregations have banded together in a Conference that we might pool our ~M
sources to bring the pure Light of God's Word to those who still grope about in the
darkness of doubt and sin. 1.1e also have and support jointly a Seminary to train future
pastors to preach the Word. Now I ask: How can a Christian refuse to participate in
such blessed work?

The Lord Jesus has taught us to pray, "Thy Kingdom come!" In that petition we
carry out what He exhorts us to do in Matthew, chapter 9, verse 38, "Pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that He Hill send forth laborers into His harvest." When we
pray that petition does that not include active participation on our part not only in
spreading the \vord by the corSession of our lips but also in exercisir~ faithful finan=
cial stewardship? Simply to pray this petition and then to do nothing to advance
Christ's Kingdom with our labors and financial assistance in ever,y possible way - that,
my dear friends, is nothing else than hypocrisy! iJhat would we think of the man who
prayed, ttGive us this day our de.ilj-" bread" and then sat back and refused to 'Work when
able to do so?

Another point to remember in this connection is: \~ does God allow us to remain
on earth? Surely not in order that we might enjoy a comfortable and luxurious existence
That we could have in a far more glorious manner in the everlasting mansions of heaven.
Dr. Luther rightly states, "\rIe live on earth for no other purpose than to be helpful
to others. Otherwise it would be best for God to take away our breath and let us die
as soon as we are baptized and have begun to believe. But He lets us live here in order
that we may lead other people to believe, doing for them what He has done for us"
(st. Louis Edition, Vol. IX, 968). And this we Christians confess in the explanation
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to the 2nd Article of the Apostles' Creed, "that I may be His own, and live under Him
in His Kingdom, and serve Him"... Let us therefore recognize that the days of our
earthly sojourn are lengthened according to the Lord's Will and the Health of this
earth is granted to us not only to provide for our household but also to share our
time, talents, and money, that the Gospel of the Lord Jesus might be spread throughout
the world.

Actually, on the basis of what has been stated already, we have sufficient moti­
vation to exercise faithful Christian stewardship. Yet, there is a far weightier in­
centive for us Christians to give - the mercies of God! '.;hen the Apostle sought to
encourage the Christians to do good, then he not-only held God's command before them,
but much more, the mercies which they had experienced. He wrote, "I beseech you there­
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God" (Rom.12:1). If, because of these mercies, we are to present
our bodies unto the Lord to be used in His service, then certainly that also includes
our earthly possessions! Just think what great things our dear heavenly Father has
done for us! Not only the manifold bodily gifts and temporal blessings, but, above
all, His unmerited spiritual blessings through \vord and Sacraments: forgiveness of sins
peace, hope, joy, comfort in affliction, and the assurance of an everlasting life with
Jesus in the Joys of heaven. Pondering God's mercies, the Psalmist asks, "What shall
I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me?" and he then answers, "I will
offer to Thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the Name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all His people" (Ps.116:l2,17,
18).

Meditating upon such mercies of God should fill our hearts with love which reveals
itself in the proper thankfulness. How can ~ help but love Him ~ first~~?

"For the love of Christ constraineth us"~ Cor.5:l4)is the language of that individua
whose heart has been changed by the power of God the Holy Spirit through the Means of
Grace. How can the love of Christ dwell in the heart of that individual who, although
professing to be a Christian, gives nothing to the Lord?

A further motive for exercising Christian stewardship must be love to our fellow­
~. "He know that vie have passed from death unto life because He love the brethren•••
Hereby perceive we the love of God because He laid down His life for us; and we ought
to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath this world'S good, and seeth
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth
the love of God in him?" (1 John 3:14-17). God §.2. loved that He gave; should not ~
so love that ~ give? \/hile indeed it is possible to give without loving, it is not
possible to love without giving. \c~en the Apostle Paul urged contributions for the
needy in the congregation at Jerus~lem, he reminded the Corinthian Christians that he
sought "to prove the sincerit;,r of their love" (2 Ccr.8:8). !md the vlorld is full of
those who are in need of our help. The spiritual and, in many caseA, the physical
condition of many of our fellow-men calls forth our Christian love in the faithful
exercise of stewardship.

vlhat shall we say to the question: How much shall a Christian steward give to the
Kingdom of God? On this point, God has given us no specific command in the New Testa­
ment. The giving of one tenth was indeed God's order in the Old Testament, it had to
be given. But in the New~ament it is ll2i commanded. And what'"Christ haS-not com­
manded that the church dare not command nor make binding upon the conscience of any
Christian. 1ve are all familiar with the history of the Roman Church in this respect.
The hierarchy possesses the authority to assess, the parishioners. Similarly, the 7th
Day Adventists, the Mormons, etc., insist upon the V817 min~llwll of one tenth of the
net income of each member. But in the New Testament, the size of the gift is left
open. As God gives no specific command regarding eating and drinking, regarding the
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time, place and order of worship, so also conoerning the amount of our contributions.
Why? Because in the New Testament God deals with us, not as with servants, but as with
children and heirs, who, being prompted by the willing spirit of sonship, willingly,
freely and liberally contribute to His Kingdom.

In line with this Dr. Luther aptly remarks, "In tha Old Testament it was oommanded
that in addition to the yearly one-tenth given to the Levites, a special one-tenth had
to be given every third year for the poor, widows, orphans, etc. Now such amounts have
not been expressly fixed by specific laws in the New Testament because it is a time of
grace in which everyone is exhorted to give willingly as Paul says in Galatians 6:6,
'Let him that is taught in the word communicate (share) unto him that teacheth in all
good things.' And again in verse la, 'As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good
unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.'" (st. Louis
Edition, Vol. XII. 337). It is part of our Christian libertv that we determine the size
of ~ gifts bein~ 'P~o~ptedand ~vated ~ love! Dr. Luther-;;;; not opposed to tith­
ing if it were decided upon in Christian liberty. He wrote, "Since compulsion is abol­
ished in the New Testament, it is not necessary to tithe. Yet I say that this sort of
arrangement would still be a fine one if we agreed among ourselves to observe it." (st.
Louis Edition, Vol. III, 258).

Yet, as Dr. Francis Pieper appropriately warns, "It is a terrible abuse of Chris­
tian liberty when Christians make~use of this liberty in order to give little or noth­
ing to Christ for His Kingdom. Thereby they use their liberty as a cloak for the
maliciousness of their flesh. They then act contrary to the warning of the Apostle
Peter, lAs free, and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness' (1 Pet.2:l6).
God has relieved the New Testament Christians of the yoke of bondage, of compu18 iOTI , of
the tithe, surely with the expectation and intent that they now serve Him not less, but
more; that the people offer themselves willingly in holy arrar,y; that they place at
His disposal ~ their possessions; and that they actually offer in each case whatever
He hath need of. Alas, instead of this they, 80 to say, dis~ppoint God. God had His
trouble with the Jews, who cheated Him in the matter of the tithe in that they withheld
either in quantity or in quality part of His due ••• Even so God has His trouble now
with His Christians. He has relieved them of the tithe to the intent that in liberty
they might serve Him ~ the~ zealously. But they abuse this liberty. Instead of
making it 11 per cent of their own free will, they rather seek to get away with an of­
fering of 1 per cent and even less". (Verhandlungen des SUd=Illinois=Distrikts, page
40). The Lord warns us througt~ the uen of the Auostle, "Be not deceived; God is !!2!
mocked: for whatsoever ~ man soweth, that shall ~ also reaR~Gal.6:7). And when ~
examine the context of the~ ,iust quoted, ~ note~ the Apostle Paul speaks §:.
bout giVing!

Indeed, the smallest gifts of the Christians are accepted and rewarded when will­
ing given out of love to the Lord. Remember the HidO'.·r's mite was a far greater gift
than the large contributions of the rich. (Mark 12:41-44). After all, the widow had
given in her poverty all that she had, even all he~ living. But woe betide those who
are not "poor widows" but who possess the things of this world il.L ricll abundance and
seek to appease their consciences by meager contributions to the Lord's work! Dr.
Pieper refers to some of the following dangers which in many cases are connected with
meager contributions:

1) The desire ot get away Hith meager contributions is contrary to God's Will,
2 Cor.8:2; 9:6;

2) Meager contributions in many cases ruin the quality of the gifts; they often
reveal that the individual is not contri~uting willingly to his 3avior;

3) Meager contributions have their dangers especially when we consider their re­
wards, 2 Cor.9:6; Luke 6:38;

4) Meager contributions can readily lead the Christian unto doubting his state of
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grace and the truth of the Christian religion. According to the Scriptures
good works are the external testimony of our faith, 2 Pet.l:10;"

5) Meager contributions are offensive to the unbelieving world, since the unbe­
lievers keep a sharp eye upon the conduct of the Christians also their giving,
Matt.5:16;

6) Meager contributions are an offense to the pastor and can cause him to become
discouraged so that he does not trust God's Word and Will as he should;

7) Meager contributions grieve the Holy Spirit Who dwells in the Christians,
1 Cor.3:16;

8) Meager contributions hinder the building of God's Kingdom here on earth,
Matt.24:l4;

9) Meager contributions invite God's wrath and may prompt Him to take His precious
Gospel from us, Haggai l:lff; Matt.2l:43.

In striving out of love to the Lord Jesus to be faithful stewards we Christians
should be aware of certain~ which according to the Scriptures characterize Chris­
tian stewardship.

"Par if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted" ••• (2 Cor.8:l2). And again
in chapter 9, verse 7, "Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him
give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver." Although the
Apostle urges and exhorts the Corinthians to participate in bountiful giving, he, at
the same time, reminds them that they are to give willingly. We note in the Apostle's
Epistle to the Romans how he writes concerning the congregations in Macedonia and
Achaia, especially those of Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, and Corinth, "It hath
pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints
which are at Jerusalem" (Rom.15:26). And in 2 Cor., chapter 8, verses 1-3, ItMoreover,
brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;
how that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep
poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their power, I bear re­
cord, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves." (ruat willingness
on the part of the Israelites when they brought their gifts for the building of the
Temple! 1;Ie are told, "Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, be­
cause with perfect heart they offered willingly to the Lord: and David the king also
rejoiced with great joy" (1 Chron.29:9). So we Christians must always strive to give
cheerfully and willingly.

Another distinguishing mark of Christian stewardship is simplicity, giving in all
sincerity without seeking the honor and praise of men. Such thoughts desiring the
acclaim of men do indeed arise within the bosom of the Christian; hence we should heed
the exhortation of the Apostle Paul, "he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity"
(Rom.12:8). And the Lord Jesus imuresses this nuon 11S in 1I1atthew 6:1-4. "Take heed.. ~ - -- .... -- ----~-------_._------- ---"

that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward
of your Father which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound
a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that
they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But when
thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: that thine alms
may be in secret: and thy F ather which seeth in secret Himself shall reward thee
openly. "

We Christians ~ not to become discouraged and tired in practicing faithful
stewardship. The Apostle exhorts, "And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal.6:9,). The Gospel of the Lord Jesus must
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations before the end of the world
comes. Thus the work of supporting pastors and missionaries will have to continue
until that glorious Day arrives when the Savior will lead the Church Militant into
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the everlasting joys of heaven as the Church Triumphant.

Furthermore, we vnr~st~ans, being mot~vatea oy our love to the Savior, should con­
tribute generously and liberally. We heard before the dangers connected with meager
and stingy contributions. Such selfishness is highly displeasing unto the Lord \'fuo
reminds us through the Apostle, "He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly;
and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully" (2 Cor.9:6).

And finally, he who is motivated by his love to Jesus to be conscientious in his
C'~ristian stewardship \Vill certainly seek to give not haphazardly but regularly. This
means re~~larly setting aside some fixed portion of his income to give promptly and
cheerfully for the Lord's work here on earth. The Apostle Paul advises us Christians,
"Upon the first day of the week let everyone of you lay by him in store, as God hath
prospered him" ••• (1 Cor.16:2). If, as the Apostle tells us all things are to be done
decently and orderly in the Savior's Church on earth (1 Cor.14:40), then surely the
financial management of the affairs of His Kingdom on earth is also to be conducted in
an orderly, systematic manner. As irregular meals and irregular exercise are not con­
ducive to good health, so also irregular hearing of the Word of God and irregular
giving do not promote sound spiritual health. As to what particular plan or method
should be used, depends upon the circumstances. The safest plan is to lay aside a
specifio amount for the Lord as often as the salary is received, whether that be weekly:
bi-weekly, or whatever. The local congregation should make use of a plan which adapts
itself best to the members and their circumstances. For, in the final analysis, each
congregation must find which plan best suits its conditions and should be selected in
Christian wisdom and Qe managed in an ev~npelicsl and not in a legalistic manner ..

Brethren, ours is a money-mad, pleasure-loving, luxuriously living age; and we as
the children of God through faith in Christ Jesus need to be on our guard that we be
not conformed to the world in this regard. We need a warning word against self­
indulgence, extravagance, and wastefulness, against a disproportion in what we spend or
keep for ourselves, and what we return to the Lord for the work of His Church. May we
then ever xeep u~permost in our minds and hearts that undeserved and unmerited love
which prompted the almighty Son of God to lay down His holy life for us, for it is that
love alone which can melt our thankless hearts of stone, "Till our cold and selfish
natures, warmed by Thee, at length believe that more happy and more blessed 'Tis to
give than to receive." (Hymn 442).

*
*
*
*

~~ * * * * * -k

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
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REPORT OF TEE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Dear Brethren:

Another twelve months has gone by. The appearance of our Conference period1cal,
The Concordia Lutheran, has been somewhat irregular during these past months due to
very pressing matters which required much energy and time of your Editor and Assistant
Editor in their ca~acity as the President and Secretary of the Conference.

Yet, bX God's grace, your Editor and Assistant Editor sought to bring to the
readers of The Concordia Lutheran pertinent articles to build them up in their faith.
The June and July 1972 issue, for example, contained the edifying sermon delivered by
Paster O.W. Schaefer at the SUnday Service of our 1972 Convention, a brief digest of
what transpired at the Convention, an .Around the World column with Editorial comment,
~ nc,~+'i~~~' ~~+.~~'o ~~~m +.no ~~n~ n~ V~~aQ ~~~ +.no han;~~;~a ~~ +'h~ ~QQ~V n~QQn+~n- __ ._v_....._... _ ..,_w_.... _._....... W.6. ..._ 4-J...., ....... ..... ""-"0-' -..- ........- _....O-_.._~ -- --- ----" r----....... -
at the Convention, "Can and ought a Christian be certain of his salvation! 11 The
combined August and September issue, opened with the faith-building sermon preached
by Pastor Bloedel on the first day of our Convention in Seattle, the printing of the
Convention essay was continued, a devot1or~1 a..'"ticls based on the Book of ¥~gs

appeared, an article explaining and elaborating the word "lunen", a news item from our
congregations, an official announcement explaining the necessary Scriptural action
taken by our Conference concerning Rev. E.L. Mehlberg and his congregation, a report
on our Seminary, the Around the World column, and a brief article urging us Christians
to be more diligent in showing our faith by acts of love. The October, November,
December issue presented an article containing words of comfort for those plagued
with doubts concerning forgiveness, a quotation from the pen of Dr. WaltheJ? dealing
with the relationship between the Synod and the local congregation, a devotional
article from the Book of Kings, the concluding installment of the Convention essay,
and an article particularly for our young people.

Beginning with 1973 1n the oomb1ned January and. !Ileoruary issue we began to
reproduce for our readers a book entitled The Difference written a number of years
ago by Pastor I.G.. Monson of the Norwegian Synod. We felt that due to the lack of
time so vitally necessary to write suitable articles for our Conference periodical
because of other Conference matters which had to be taken care of in accord with the
specific mandate given to us by our 1972 Conventi~n in our capacity as President and
Secretary plus the work in our own congregations, we deemed it appropriate to provide
for our readers the reproduction of Pastor Monson's bo~k which was originally published
by CPH and no longer in print. We prayed that our selection would be the right one.
On the basis of the response which we have received from those outside of our Confer­
ence, it appears that the choice, under the Lord's blessings, was appropriate. One
pastor from Indiana has expressed his delight upon seeing Pastor Monson's book being
reprinted and has sent us an order for 50 copies to be used for study by his congre­
gation in Bible Class, etc. Additional orders have been received by others for these
particular issues containing Pastor Monson's book. We pray that a careful study of
this book may enli~hten us all concerning the historial background of the various
denomination~ and ;ults as well as their-particular teachings which are at variance
with the Word of God, amply demonstrating that our Lutheran faith rests not upon the
sinking ground of man1 s wisdom but solely and alone upon the clear and unmistakable
texts of Holy Writ.

May God the Holy Spirit continue to bless our Concordia Lutheran so that in these
days of union without true unity our Conference periodioal may show "that we do not
h:.:lVP Rmnmr 1ll'l :.:I. m-ixt.ure of diverQ:ent teachings 'but that we are. by God's grace,
-'-~~;f;~tl; X~i;ed-t~;th~~ in· th; same mind and in the same judgement.' n

Respectfully SUbmitted,
Reve Me L~ Natterer, Editor
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS

Dear Bretb.xen;

There have been no mission opportunities brought to the attention of this Ccnndt­
tee fo~review during the past year. Also, by God's grace it was not necessary to
consider any subsidies since there were no requests for the same.

Our present full time ministerial student will be available for full time reli­
~ious work at the end of the 1974 school year. Therefore, it will be necessary for
the Conference to renew its efforts to increase the Mission Fund of our Conference.
By God's grace we are working towards the $3,000 mark.

The Mission Guidelines adopted by our Conference at its 19th Convention were
i~cluded L~ last year's 11lssion ComTittee report w~~ch would be vase to review for
this coming year.

We have heard of possibilities in the st. Louis area and in Coos Bay for a
wissionary-at-large supported by our Ccr~erence once we have the funds and our
student has finished his seminary work. May the Lord bless us in this, one of our
basic reasons for existence as a Conference.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. J. A. Schmitt, Chairman

F~PORT OF THE cO~Jn\UrrTEE orr THEOLOGIC.A.L EDUCATIor~

Dear Brethren.,

It has now been some four years s~~ce our Serrd4jary was relocated at Tir~ey Park,
Illinois. On June 22, 1969, after the close of our 19th Annual Convention, the
Committee on Theological Education unanimously agreed to extend calls in the name
of the congregations of our Conference, to Pastor O.W. Schaefer and Pastor H.D.
Mensing for the chairs of Professor-President and Associate Professor of our Concordia
Seminary. These calls were accepted and in August of that same year both professors
were installed by Pastor Bloedel, then the chairman of the Committee on Theological
Education. On September 28, 1969, our Seminary was officially opened with a divine
service acknowledging and throL~g God for the unmerited blessing bestowed upon us.
(See 1969 Proceedings, page 36)

It is good that we paUBe to reflect upon these last four years. We observe,
first of all, tha tremendous amount of effort and work put forth by Pastor Bloedel
who so capably served as chairman of the CTE, the sacrifice and the willingness to
assume the additional burdens and responsibilities on the part of Pastor Schaefer and
Pastor Mensing, and the wholehearted cooperation on the part of Peato Lutheran Church,
Tliiley Park, Illinois, in so generously making their facilities available for this
God-pleasing endeavor. We dare not forget all those throughout our Conference who so
faithfUlly supported this project with their intercessions to the Throne of Grace
as well as their offerings of love. Although our Seminary has not been exempt from
the waves of adversity during these past years, by God's grace, it has weathered the
storms and still stands as a citadel of sound Lutheran orthodoxy preparing students
to be evangelical Lutheran pastors. As we are reminded of all these blessings we
lift up voices in the words of the Psalmist ana. declare, "Not unto us, a Lord, not
unto us, but unto Thy Name give glory, for thy mercy, and for Thy truth'S sal\.e"
(Ps. 115:1)

Dxring t~~s past year the Seminary professors have kept me informed by t~lephon€

1973 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



page 2f;

and correspondence concerning thier work with the students and the various problems
they have encountered. For example, Professor Schaefer informed me that the Illinois
Office of ~~blic Inst~~ction was Lnitiating a crackdown on illegally operated private
colleges and universities with severe penalties for those found guilty. Consequently, he
consulted with proper State officials and proceeded to submit an application for
approval to operate and grant diplomas at our Seminary. We have now been so approved
by the State for which we are indeed grateful.

In our 1972 Convention the CTE had recommended "that the Tinley Park congregation
thorouchly investigate the costs and legal requirements for the building of a very
small and modest housing unit" ••• "to examine their ability to take any needy student
into their respective homes and to provide him with food and lodging II (1972 Proceedings
pages 35,36). In a regular Voters' Meeting of Sunday, lVlarch 11, 1973, Peace Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Tinley Park, Illinois, informed me through their Secretary, tlthat
"-le are favorably inclined towa:rd housir.L6 students iJ.j the h01T£S of our members, but
that prospective students should write to the local pastor regarding any definite
arrangements since at the present time, because there are not any student applicants
to the Seminary, this is only a hypothetical situation among us; and therefore diffi-
rl,,1+ T'1""\'Vt 1""\'''1'''' .......... __,'" __ ..... , ...... ..J. .............._, ......... ,., 'I ro..- A __":' 0 ,n'7"'2 n .... "" ......... l7o. ...... __""j ........... 1
..... -......., .V4 V\4J" j:Jvv.lo'....."I::O iJ.LU.1:JC:.L.J-~ \lU ~va..... \A.a.\lt;;. VJ..L .l1.1J•...L..L. U, .J..::Jr.J, .4"t;;Q."-i1li:i' .,Civa.uOC' .......J,."-'a~

Lutheran Church through its Finance Corrmuttee reported the results of thier investi­
gation concerning a suitable Seminary dormitory. "At the present time contractors
and building material suppliers are extremely unwilling to give any estimates of costs
due especially to constant and rapid fluctuation in prices of raw materials. We were,
however, able to get two rough estimates from local contracting firms. It is to be
noted that even these are subject to change. The figures below are based on consi­
deration of a 20' x 30' gable roofed structure on a concrete slab base, the size
"Jeing considel":.ed by tll€ COIltr-actors to be minimal for our purposes. ·~l.'ne basic desiEjI.L
includes two bedroom-studies, a small kitchen-dining area, one small living room, a
washroom, and necessary plumbing and heating facilities. Window area is minimal to
~educe costs. The estimates were both arranged in two parts--one as a competitive
bid to build just the shell and the other for the complete structure. The estimates
for the shell came to $7,500 and $8,000. Those for the completed structure totaled
to $21,000 and from $12,000 to 18,000 depending on how much we do ourselves and what
quality we desire in materials and workmanship. In the light of the above figures
and with respect to the current housing needs of our beloved Seminary, we feel that
expenditures for a Seminary dormitory at this time would hinder rather than promote
the Seminary program, a most necessary endeavor and Christian duty of our dear Con­
ference. We therefore recorr®end that the Conference concur in this evaluation and
table further consideration and/or action on the subject of seminary building construc­
tion to the 1974 convention or later."

Another matter of urgent concern to the members of your Committee is the salary
'oaid to our Professors. vTe are all aware of the fact that the cost of living has
:Lncrea,sed steadily over the past three years. At the very least we must see to it
that our Professors receive a sufficient salary to offset the cost of living increases.
Since, however, there is already a Memorial dealing with an increase in salary for
mlr Professors from Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Illinois, your
Committee will refrain from speaking further on this matter until the discussion of
''1emorial #2.

May the Lord hold His sheltering Hand over our Seminary keeping both Professors
and Students in good health and, above all, m~y He grant that our faculty continue to
teach our students sound doctrine that they may be well equipped to contend for the .
faith which was once delivered unto saints. '

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. M.L. Natterer, Chairman
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whom satisfQctory monetary arrangenents were ~Gde. It is regrettable that many or­
thodox theological Harks are already out of ()rint or will soom be unav",ilable. Among
the books bddej to our lirJrCir:l this pa.::t year ~lere the follovlingg Biblic&l ]istoI7r of
the Old Testament by stoeckhE~rdt, 5 volumes of the Expositor's Greek Testament,
Vatican II by 11anz, Fr~m ~den to Egypt by Lillegard, The Life and Times of Jesus ~~

l1ej.3iah by Edersheim, and the Life of Christ by Fahling. Other significrmt books
still to b, obtained iY"iclude: History of the Christian Church by Schaff (8 vols.),
Old T2sts.ment Commentary by T,~eil-D,"litzsch (25 vols.), Hebrew Lexicon and Grammar by
Gc,""'enius,,3ynonyrns byfr'?nch, and Gospels by Ylvisaker.

A special gift to our Semine-ry library during the past ye2r was the donation of
a most attractive Bible (KJV), Family H2ritage Edition, by lIr. and Mrs. Albert Lambert
and family of I'eace Lutheran Church, Tinleyr)ark. This Bible of over 1000 pages in
large print feutures beautiful ,ictures of persons and events in Scripture together
\,,!ith various nelps for faithful Bible stu_dy-. O-ur sincere B?preciation to the Lambert
family for this thoughtful and e:enerous gift!

Thanks to the carpentry skill of Hr. JJ"ffies Luedtk;:,~, our Semin2,ry this past year
also acquired two ddditional bookcases to match one orlglnal and a ma~cnlng magazine
rack for the various church periodicals we receive. Both are nost a.ttractive and a
welcome addition to our 3emin2ry equipment. Our Conference treasury W2S able to SEcve
considerab13 money for these items through the labors of ~lr. Luedtk9 compared to their
purchase elsewhere.

I am also happy to report that during the past yesr our new Seminary catalog was
printed, and this attrdctive blue-cover booklet is now available to our congregations
and all intere",tl~d prospective students. It is our intention to keep this Catelog as
up to date as >'ossible and therefore to make revisions and additions as necessary.

This past year your fac;;l ty learned that our Seminary needed to make formal ap­
plicPltion for Operating Authority in the state of Illinois. This came to our atten­
tion l~st fall through newspau2r articles which indicated that the Illinois Office of
Public Instruction was initiating a crackdown on illegally operi'ted private colleges
and univ,jrsities (this includes seminaries) \!ith penalti8"~ upon conviction of heavy
fines 2.nd imprisol"..ment of their presidents. This action W:J.S intended to guerd the
public pgainst fly-by-night educational institutions and against deception by fraud­
ulent oper::,tors of such schools. The 3chool Code of III inois is most strict on the
flatter of authority for all educational institutions, and we therefore must comply
l.rith State re,\<,lJ.lations.

Your professors at once consulted. \'<'ith offici~ls _JersoY1s.11y and by telephone to
headquarters in '3pringfield a.nd "Jere a.dvi3ed to send fOT E:.D 2"i)plic~,tion. This was
done, a.nd Vie received a 0ctailed questionnaire very promptly. The faculty together
\·li th ~1r. H. De':1iel }'Ie'1sin,:;" GTE l'lember, and our students drew up the necessary anS\1erS
to assure op8r~tin~ authority for our JeJuinarj. 8arly this spring' the Director of
Private Colleges and Universities met unofficially with your ~rofessors at Tinley Park,
saw our premises, and discussed our institution as to origin, purpose, size, etc.
He was favorably imp}oessed and informed us that after receiving our aJPlication, a
formal vi3it by his department to our Seminary would be ~ade. This occurred on
l1ay 9th when three representatives of the Office of Public Instruction met with your
professors at Tinley P2r~ for about two hours. They observed our facilities, examined
records and reports, asked questions pertaining to curriculum, support, future develop­
ment, and the like, and made sever!:O.l comments and suggestions involving our grading
system, the continuity of our educ2tional proce~s in the light of church obligations,
and related ID[,tters. /:t th'o' close of this meeting we \rere informed th,?t some time in
early June He would be notified of the action of the Office of Public Instruction for
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Dear Brethren in the Lord:

RSPOR11 OF 'rEE 3ENIl\jJ 31 PR8..3ID,'::;1"'r
to the 1973 Convention

page 27

HNot unto us, 0 Lord, Not unto us, but 'unto Thy nf.1.-rne g1.ve glor".f, for Thy merc:y'"
and for Thy truth's sake!" Ps.ll5:1. "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us!" 1 Sam.7:l2.
In the light of these words of Scripture we, the f~culty and students of our Con­
cordia Theological Seminary (Concordi~ Lutheran Conference), ask you who are present
here and all the members of our Conference to join us in decl~.ring our gratitude to
God for His manifold bless ings upon our beloved S:?minp.ry during its fourth ye.r of
opGrr.tion. Truly His mercies have been nevl to us every morning, and His faithful­
ne"s toward us has continued ,'ith each passing day. 1Ihere vle have failed ctnd fallen
dhort because of sinful weakness, \Ve hU''1bly as l{ divine pardon, for Jesus I Bo'ke. He
alone hus guided and blessed us during this past year of teaching and le2.rning, and
to Him we turn for direction and strength also for the future.

J\ctual cl·-.qsroom teac:hing beg~vn orl Tuesday, October 3, 1972. .l:-lr. David T.
~Irensing c'1d [Ir. Rande.ll Styx, both of Tinley Pc,rk, continued their pd.rt-time studies.
1~ith the approv~l of the f~culty and the CO~littee on Theological Education Mr. James
Luedtke of Park Fore8t, Illinois, who offici2,lly began his vic:irage a.t Peace Luther­
an Church on September 15, 1972, also took the -:{ebre1'l C'Jurse (Grarrunar and '~xegesis)

ti'.~en by the i?drt-t ime students. Beccuse of the nec8ssary secular ',lOrk of the stu­
dents certain adjustments had to be m,'.de in the 3ched~Jling of c12,88es, but the re­
qui'>ements of ea.ch course \"erc ir. no "ILy ":icccrificed, and the standards of our Sem­
:ina.ry remain9d as high as alwc...ys.

During the first semester ,"rofessor L9nsing taught Hebrc1.'l Grammar, and your
President taught NeVi 'restament Is~,gogic3. In::-ddition to the concentrated study re­
quired for both of these courses, your professors glsJ continued in the preparation
of ouch needed mat'lrial for these.etd other subjec ts in the 3eminarJ curriculum.
'rogether \lith cLurch duties for vlhich each })ro:essor 1.Ve.S also responsible, the
schedule eaC;l 'veele vas '.,uite full ,.:id demanded v9ry careful budgeting of time for
adequate preparation and Jtudy. the first semester came to a close on Feoruary 9,
1973, after a week of final examinations.

FollOWing a semester brea;, of one \"8ek, cls-sses r'esUIneG. on Psbrt:.ary 20th.
?rofessor Hensing taught He)l'';'.V Exegesis ~ s :)80 ifically concentrating Q V

l the three
opening chapters of Gene3i", concerning Creation, the 11'al1 ~ and first Gosgel. Your
Prasident continued his course in Hew 'restament Isagogics. The second sel"l'?ster came
to a close on JU'.18 14th following the final 8x8ITinations.

I am ha)py to report that T:r. J i :ll'lP'3 Luedtke, our full-tir'leJtudent, completed a
successful 9 ~oDth vicarage at Pedce Lutheran Church on June 15th. Under the super­
vision of the pastor Lcud the i'ssist?nt pc1stor he served "t times 8S liturgist,
preached on regul&.r Sundays dB \{ell ,'.s on fe"tivcl occ2sions and during the Lenten
season, observed v~.rious instructioDi:_l c1asse " conducted .sunday School teachers I

meetings, and in general gained v:lusb1e pri'ctic.'_l eXiJerience for his future ivork in
the ministry. Hhile Hr. Luedtke!,3 viccJri1ge w,-'s some'"hat limited because of necessary
sGcula.r "rork and family ces)onsibilities, your f"c1.1 ty is convinced th,·,t under the
circluTIst?nces itras adequat.::; £-x.d dOSt sc..tisfactory. It remains a ,joy to hesT the
doctrinally sound messages of our full-time student and to note how pra_ctical and
well-deliver:d they are. I1ay the Lord of the Church move the hearts of other young
men in our v?rious congreg~tions to give Jr8.yerful consider,tion to this highest and
most necessary office on earth - th9 Christian ministry!

During the p..i_,c:t school yec'_r v"irious thso1ogisal books Here acquired for our
Seminary library, tmd we ere grccteful t'klt they 1lere E:vilsbl: to us either through
Publishing Houses or from the lihr:,rio8 of reti:C'cd pa ;toY'S whom we contucted And 1.ith
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our approval. I am happy to ste"te that as of the middle of June our Seminary did
receive authority to operate in the state of Illinois and can continue to serve our
Cor£erence as before.

Looking back over the past year, faculty and students are grateful to God for
His many blessings, such as good health and protection, and especially for His pure
\vord, the sale guiding force also of our Seminary. Every Tuesday evening we gathered
about that Word in solemn chapel devotions and gleaned anew inspiration and strength
for our tasks. Again ",e acknol."ledge most gratefully the loving service of tIrs. Uensing
/i1'0 faithfully served as organist each week for these devotions.

As we look ahead, the student body for next Y'?:Br will be the same as this year.
There are NO prospects for new students at this time. This is a most serious matter
and one that requires soul-searching on the part of all our congregations and their
members. What have we done in the past to encourage young men to prepare for the
ministry in our midst, and what will we do in this regard in the months and yea.r3 to
come? Let us pray the Lord for guidance and then do our part as He leads and blesses!
Two part-time students will again take such courses as can be conveniently scheduled
for them. ~ur full-tune student will be entering upon the final year of his ministeri­
al training, and, God willing, "'e look forward to his graduation - the first in the
history of our Seminary at Tinley Park - in June of next year. \Vhat a joyous occasion
that will be! 1ilould that all the members of our Conference might be present to glorify
and praise God for granting us 2nother faithful shepherd to serve in our Conference!

In the meantime, it behooves us all to continue to pray the Lord of the harvest
that He would send forth laborers into Hi3 harvest, datt.9:38, and that He would bless
the labors of faculty and students in the year to come. It is imperative that we
continue to bring generous offerings for our Seminary so thclt its vital work may go
forward to God's glory and the welfare of His kingdom. Let us beware of Satan's
attempt to inltill in us a spirit of pessimism, to have us follow the path of least
resistance, and to cause us to 9ut forth little or no effort for the progress of our
Seminary! In these latter times of doctrinal confusion and indifference we need to
keep our Seminary going, for our survival as an orthodox body "ith an orthodox minis­
try depends, under God, on our continuation of a Bible-centered training program for
faithful servants of the Hord in the future. Let us join hands anew to pray, work,
and give for this vital task in our midst!

In closing this report, may I on behAlf of th~ faculty ~nd students sincerely
thank all the members of our Conference for their fervent prayers and generous gifts
to our Seminary as well as Peace Congregation for the continued use of its facilities!
God richly bless you all for your interest and sU0port! Once again we earnestly covet
and beseech your continued prayers dnd generous offerings so that the pure Hord of
God may continue among us and our children for gener&tions to come! To that end we
pray:

Preserve this minist~J iIhile harvest-days are keeping;
And since the fields are white And hands are few for reaping,
Send workers forth, 0 Lord, The sheaves to Gather in
That not a soul be lost Which Thou art come to win!

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. O. W. Schaefer,
President
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REPORT OF THE CCMvIITTEE ON LUTHERAN UNION

Dear Brethren;

The Lord has not seen fit to grant any progress in the field of Lutheran Union
within the last year. Our continuing efforts to arrange a meeting in the past years
with the Committee on Doctrine of the Lutheran Churches of the Reformation have met
with no success. Probably the deciding statement has been expressed in the last
ch:lirman's letter to this comIllittee : "We are ready and willing to discuss any points
c1' doctrine and practice in the light of the verbally inspired Word of God as long as
we are also permitted to produce any documentary evidence to prove our doctrinal posi­
tion and especially to defend ourselves against the recent charge of separation on
the basis of personalities."

Your Co~~ttee sees two reasons for ~~~s lack of progress wr~~h m~st also have
faced Noah in his efforts to stem the tide of indifference to God's Word and the love
of the world end its sinful pleasures. The cry of the hour is not unity but unionism.
The foundation of Christendom is being removed. .And as David says in Psalm 11:3,
"If' the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?" As Jo!'.Jl predicted in
Revelations, the devil is being loosed for a "little season" to carry out his devas­
tating work of drawing Christendom away from belief in the Bible as being literally
God's own Word. God's Word is being relegated to the position of a human book. This
is the real battle over which the Church is struggling. Even the very elect are
being tempted to follow the crowd in this battle.

Besides emasculating God's Word is the insatiable desire for bigness; one big
Out\aJ'ard org~~~zation, one big fellows:hip that w'ill mo·ve the world. So trJis is the
real test for God's elect in these last evil days; Whether we will come out from them
and be separate. God is really testing us; for it is clear that church fellowship
actually goes to the very heart of Christianity because it is an index of not only
how seriously we take ttds or that aspect of our religion but the whole trrlr~.

So let us not be too seriously concerned about our non-progress in the field of
Lutheran Union; if fact we should take comfort and be encouraged in this very fact
because it shows we are surviving the testing which God's Word predicts will occur
in these last times. However, as Noah, we will continue to preach the only true
grounds for Christian Union, namely, strict loyalty to God's Word in doctrine and
practice. However, as has been brought to the attention of our Committee other
contacts are being made on an individual basis by our pastors and members for which
efforts we beseech the Lord's blessing. It has also been reported that between one
and two thousand congregations are considering removing themselves from the Missouri
Synod if this once orthodox organization does not return to the truth.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. J .A. Schmitt, Chairman
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Finencial':1.eport
1972 - 73

General ,Jeminary Building Mission

Cash Ba1rnce, June 1, 1972

Add Cash rteceipts:
i)e 8 ce, Tinley Park

~t. Stephen's, Wilmot

St. Luke's, Seattle

St. John's, Lebanon

Tr 8nsfer from Jeneral Fund

Convention Service

Interest Income

;1>5283·88

1101. 95

820.24

850.00

120.00

109.23

123.57

" 4514.39

2910.00

2020.00

2884,00

1363.05

123.57 164.76

.00

579.69

491.35
361.83

116,83

1000.00

82.37

TotAl Recei pte

Total Cash vailable

3124.99 9300.62 164.76 2632.07

:;;'2632.07

Less Disbursements:

.00

,,2632.07

.00

,v47tl6.74

8475.00

1800.00

210.59

121. 25

17.50

50.36

40.50 33.75

125.00

10.64 1.10

50.00

596.40

595.50 5.00
')/1(\ '77 1 i at:.
'-'-tv. I ( "'"r. -" .J

1000.00

2815.65 10572.66

"",5593·22 '" 3242.35

~ 188.71
.00

188.71

Trpnsfer to kission Fund

~raveling Expense

H.ev. 1';ensing

0emin8r'J Books

rrofessors' jalery:
Rev. 3chrefer

Convention £~pense

Attorney Fees

0tock Outley (Books)

Eeligious Periodicals

Seminary Furniture

IV;i see llaneous Expense

0e~inary Operation

Concordia Lutheran

Total 1xpenditures
Cash Balance, May 31, 1973

Other Funds: (Cash Bdances)

Travel Fund, Junel, 1972
"lecei pts

'rotE:l Cash Available

Disbursement to Peoce delegate188.71

ccount Bi'!bnce, I>lay 31, 1973

;uition Fund, May 31, 1973
.00

.;j>1229.38
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SCRIP1~RAL PUBLICAfIONS
(Concordia Lutheran C(lnference)

FINANCIAL REPORT
6/1/72 - 5/31/73

page 32

Cash Balance, June 1, 1972

Add Cash Receipts:

Sunday School Lessons

Books, tracts

Concordia Lutheran:
Subscriptions
Special Distribution

Other Conference Printing

Interest Income

Total Receipts

Total Cash Available

Less Disbursements:

Utili ties:
Gas (Heating)

Misc. Supplies, Postage, ets.

Rent, (Fern Odekirk Building)

Material Costs:
Sunday School Lessons
Concordia Lutheran

Mailing Costs:
Sunday School Lessons
Concordia Lutheran
Addressograph plates

Other Conference Printing Costs (Material Only)

Camera Equipment

Linotype Equipment (Used mats and magazines)

Equipment repairs or replacement

Total Expenditures

Cash Balance, May 31, 1973

$ 828.04

411.06

39.5°

246.40
596.40

35.50
28.06

1356.92
$ 2184.96

47.98

50.93
669.50

85.29
227.19

59.09
95.47
11.20

60.38

29·44
300.00

21.01

$: 1657.48

$ 527.48

Petty Cash (Mr. M. R. Luedtke)

Fixed Assets

Payables

$ 25.00

~ 4861. 94

None

V. K. Bloedel, Business Manager
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REPORT OF SCRIPI'URAL PUBLICATIONS BOARD OF CONTROL

Dear Brethren,

On the 29th of May, 1958, a printing press was moved from a printing equipment
firm in Portland, Oregon, to the basement of st. Paul's Lutheran parsonage in Empire
Oregon. The press had been purchased at the price of some $300 by Rev. P.R. Bloe(i,el
who, at that time, was pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church and editor of The Coneor­
.?-ia Lutheran. The purchase of this hand-fed, open platten, 9 x 15 Chandler and Price
1_=- tterpress was the first heart throb of an eventual publishing house for our Confer­
ence. It was used in 1958 and 1959 for the printing of our Conference periodical, for
the reproduction of various articles from the Concordia LQth~, and for the printinL
of our Conference Constitution as well as Conference stationery.

In the fall of 1959, when Pastor Bloedel accepted a call to St. Luke's Lutheran
Church, Seattle, Washington, the press was left behind in Oregon. The following year
it was moved by the members of St. Luke's congregation to 3947 South Graham Street,
Seattle, where it was placed in a garage which eventually was made into a print shop
and licensed by the City of Seattle under the name "Bloedel Print Shop.1I Used
hand-set type cabinets were purchased together with type fonts and it became possible
for the print shop, under the Lord's blessing, to help support the pastor and his
family.

As time went on, various other pieces of equipment were added to the print shop,
especially with a view toward the publication of our Conference periodical and other
Conference printed matter. This additional printing equipment included a used
Model 5 linotype acquired in 1962 at the cost of OVBr $1700; a printer's saw necessary
for cutting linotype metals, leads, and slugs; a heavy 19" Challenge paper cutter and
a new table model proof press. In 1964 an automatically fed flat bed cylinder press,
an old used 10 x 15 Webendorfer manufactured by ATF, was purchased and in 1966 a
used Multilith Offset Press was added to the print shop equipment at the cost of
$600--enabling the shop to learn and to put into use the lithographic printing process
For the offset shop an arc light for burning offset plates, a light tabJe, and the
parts necessary for the building of a very fine graphic arts horizontal camera were
purchased, and in the Fall of 1969 another good used Multilith was acquired.

In June of 1970, our Conference in convention assembled at Peace ~T. LU~1eran

Church, Tinley Park, Illinois, re solved to purchase the Bloedel Print Shop equipment
and to lay the groundwork for a permanent Conference publishing house. At a meeting
'Jf the publishing house Board of Control, held at St. Luke 1 s parsonage on octpber 2,
1970, a purchasing transaction was made with the Bloedel Print Shop for the/following
items: Two #1250 Multilith Offset Presses at $1250; One Linoty~e machine and parts
at $1000; One ~'lebendcrfer flat-bed press at $200; One Chandler and Price open platten
press at $150; Six Linotype magazL~es and over 12 fonts of mats at $500; Two type
cabinets with 100 fonts of hand-set type at $200; One Nu-Arc arc light at $100i One
vacuum frame light table at $lOOi Gne graphic arts camera at $25; One 19" ,challenge
paper cutter at $150; One metal saw and stand at $100; Plastic binding eqiiipment at
$75; Linotype lead and spacing materials at $225i A floor model ATF Boston Wire
Stitcher at $50; and a Gas Heating Unit at $300. The total amount of the transaction
was $4425.00. The purchase of this equipment was aided in becoming a realitv by a
substantial contribution from Christ Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. ,It
should be understood that this amount has been more than repaid by means of vu)unteer
labor during the past three years both in the publication of the Concordia Lutheran
and other Conference printed matter.

In October, 1970, the Offset Shop was moved to a rented building at 1000R 62nd
Avenue South in Seattle. This building now houses the two offset presses, t,hegraph.i(
a'('ts camera which was nicely installed by volunteer labor, the arc light andlignt
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table, paper stock and storage area, and other supplies necessary for a complete
lithographic operation. The rent on this building is $50.00 per month plus t of
the electric bill. The Letterpress Shop is still housed in the double garage of st.
Luke i s parsonage which had been remodeled and i.nsulated for this pur·pose. This
building contains the Linotype with its extra repair parts, the printer I s saw, the
paper cutter, the two letterpresses, the two cabinets of hand-set type, the Linotype
magazines and fonts of mats, the proof press and a rubber stamp machine. The floor
model stitcher and plastic binding equipment is used in the basement of the parsoli~ge

The use of this space for the Letterpress Shop has been without charge--the only
(-.xplmse being the cost of the gas for the gas heating unit. The electricity is being
paid for by Pastor Bl?o~~l.

During the past year a new Article on the Conference publishing house was added
by Referendum to our Conference Constitution. It is the opinion of this Committee
that this was a very wise move inasmuch as our publishing house involves many of the
Christian objectives of our Conference and therefore should be given the same empha­
sis, by recognition in our Constitution, as is given to the standing committees and
that the broper relationship between Conference and pUblishing house thereby be
maintained.

This then is a brief historical sketch of the background of our Conference
publishing house.

Because of the magnitUde of the blessings of the Lord in this area of our Con­
ference work, and because of tlle great personal and financial investment in our
publishing house, every effort should be made to go forward in the use of these
blessings. Juring the past three years Pastor Bloedel has been diminishing his
print shop accounts so that only a few secular accounts remained active. He had
informed the Conference three years ago that he was determined to discontinue all
accounts in his print shop but that he would hold on to them for about a year in
hopes that a printer could be hired by the publishing house Board of Control who
could service these accounts to help him make a living wage. In the later part of
last summer, Mr. Joseph AL'kana, a voting member of st. Luke I s Lutheran Church, began
~pprentice work in the publishing house and proceeded to build up secular accounts
''.ihich could be serviced by ai'1Y prospective printer. We are nOvl happy to report that
this young man has done very well in adapting himself in the use of our publishing
house equipment and has volunteered his services in this area of the Lord's work.
The Lord willing, the Board of Control of Scriptural Publications (Concordia Luth­
'~l~an Conference) will hire Mr. Alkana as our official Publishing House Manager "in
charge of equipment, maintenance, and production of the publishing house.1! He will
-De obligated to put in a maximum of four hours per d3.Y for Conference work under
~he supervision of the Board of Control. He will be paid for the legal rDinimum
"lalle Der hour for wat,AVp.r +,;m8 hp. 1l.0lP.l'I f'n'Y' C'.01'1f'P.'Y'P.1'1P.A wrlrk -to be naid bv Scriotural-- .... --- --- ------- ----- --- ----- --- ----------- ."---- -- - .- --... ..
Publications (Concordia Lutheran Conference)--this salary to be increased at the
discretion of the Board comrllensurate with his ability as he becomes adept at hand­
ling the equipment more and more efficiently. Mr. ADcana will be permitted to use
the Co:nference priJlting eqll~pment on his O\'In time for servicing pis own job shop
accounts. The print shop business license will be in lois name and reimbursement for
the cost of paper for Confe~8nce use will be figured on the basis of the wholesale
cost in 10 ream lots plus 20%. Negatives up to ~ x 11 will be charged to the Con­
ferance at $1.50 per negative, and offset plates will be charged at $1.50 per plate.
Variations in these amounts will be subject to review by the Board of Control. May
the Lord now graciously bless this endeavor of our Conference to go forward in the
production and distribution of the printed Hord "for the promotion of the true faith. l'

During the past fiscal year five double issues and one triple issue of ~he

Concordia 0utheran were published; four quarters of Sunday School leaflets were
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printed and dispatched together with mimeographed worksheets to our congregations;
the new Seminary Catalog was printed and made available as well as our Convention
Proceedings of 1972, our 1973 Prospectus , and our 1973 Agenda. The Brief Statement
of 1897 (the predecessor 01' the Brief statement of 1932) is now available through our
publishing house in booklet form.

Scriptural Publications (Concordia Lutheran Conference) charges the Conference
20¢ per single issue copy and 4o¢ per double issue copy of the Concordia Lutheran
sent out complimentarily as a missionary endeavor to Lutheran pastors who may yet be
Ti ,:c:led from the snares of liberalism and modernisin and to make our Conference known
in conservative Lutheran circles. When some printed matter is ordered by the Con­
ference through one of its crnnmittees or through the Seminary, such printed matter
will be dispatched to the co~~ittee chairman or to the Seminary president and billed
to the Conference treasurer. Private printing also for individual congregations will
be given consideration by the publishing house Board of Control. The amount dis­
bursed by the Conference during the past fiscal year for printed matter and for the
distribution of the CL among various pastors was $671.40. In the fiscal year 1968­
69 the printing of the Concordia Lutheran alone cost our Conference $1383.60.

In the next fiscal year the publishing house hopes to make available a new copy
of the Conference Constitution, an up-to-date Seminary Catalog, a Diploma of Voca­
tion, Communion Cards, Children's Christmas Eve Service programs, as well as our
periodical through which we may, by God's grace, continue to bring the PUre teachings
of His Word to the congregations of our Conference and to others according to His
Will, knowing that it is God which worketh in us both to will and to do of His good
pleasure. Therefore, He exhorts us, saying: liDo all things without murrr:urings and
disputings: that ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke,
in the midst of a crooked and Ferverse nation, Blnong whom ye shine as lights in
the world; Holding forth the Word of Life!1I --Phil. 2:14-16

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. P. R. Bloedel, Chairman

REPORT OF THE PROMOTIONS MANAGER-SCRIPrURAL PUBLICATIONS

(Fisoal year June 1, 1972 to May 31, 1973)

During the past fiscal year 34 cJpies ~f Theologioa1 Hermeneutics were sold and

-t:!ie following subscripti0ns to THE CONCOHDIA LUTHERAN were received:

14 1 year new subscriptions

12 1 year new (gift) subscriptions

50 1 year renewals

6 2 year renewals

1 3 year renewal

1 1 year gift renewal

Received ,~8.40 for back cepies of THE CONCORDIA LUTHERAN.

Respectfully submitted,

Martin R. Luedtke, Promotions Manager

1973 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



PAGES 5 -- 14

from the

PROSPECTUS

for the

22nd A}lli~AL CONVEr~ION

of the

CONCORD IA LUTrtERAN CONFERElrCE

YELLOW SECTION

1973 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



page 5
VI. Unfinished business:

A. Tabled Memoria 1 # 1 -- St. Luke I s Lutheran Church, Seattle, Y~aSl1in:ton.

Regarding the provision for the retirement needs of our pastors

2.

,
J...WHEREAS It is our Christian obligation Bnd responsibility to provide for the

needs of our pastors - Galatians 6:6; Luke 10:7; 1 Cor. 9:14

An imminent need exists in our Conference in view of the ages of our
pastors to set up means to help provide for them in their declining
years.

3. A proposal to fulfil this responsibility was presented by our sister
congregation at Tinley Fark for study and consideration by the
Conference.

4. In harmony with this proposal, St. Luke's Congregation submits the
following plan to meet the need.

BE IT RL:30LVBD that 8 retirement fund be established by our Conference at the rate
of $350.00 per year for each eligible pastor (beginning with 40th birthday)
which the congregations of our Conference will subscribe to based on a
referendum. The Board of Directors will formulate guidelines lor the
equitable distribution of these funds and will administer the same through
the Conference treasurer.

Respectfully submitted,
St. Luke's Lutheran Church
Dale E. Ellis, Chairman
Martin R. Luedtke, Secretar,y
Rev. P. n. Bloedel, Pastor

Sundry Questions answered with regard to the above proposal:

1. Are there any legal or administrative fees for the setting up and directing
the retirement plan?

No.

2. Are the contributions to the fund frozen at the ~350.00 level for each pastor?

No. Increased contributions, under God's blessing, to this fund will mean
greater retirement benefits, earlier retirement date, or both for our
pastors.

3. Will the St. Luke's proposal provide sufficient monies for the retirement of
our pastors?

It will provide $90.00 per month - the same benefit indicated in the Peace
retirement study. (Payable at ege 70).

4. Is the fund as conceived in the St. Luke's proposal sheltered?
The funds would be kept with the general funds of the Conference and would
not be taxable. (See 1st paragraph of the Tinley Park document)

5. Any risk involved?
N8turally it is subject to clsims of creditors because it is a part of the
regular working funds of the Conference. Stability of our Conference and
the banks ere also factors.

6. Any fleXibility?
This plan offers the greatest fleXibility in that it permits officials,
based upon need, to pay ahead of schedule depending of course upon the
condition of the fund. This would not be possible under a retirement
income life insurance policy. '

7. Would default of payment terminate this proposal?
No, a regular insurance arrangement would, however, be in jeopardy through
d'2fault.
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8. Approximately how much money will be in the fund after ten years of interest

(5~) invested at the rate of ~2l00.00 per year?
Approximately ~27,OOO.00.

9. How much would B pastor be required to pay into this?
Nothing.

10. Whp.t are the comparative costs per year? (See Peace Congregation study)
Fully insured retirement insurance: $4829.82 Speculative Investment
~edia: ~3277.81 St. Luke's proposal through the use of simple bank
savings plans: ~2100.00

11. When must the plan be put into effect in order to make this or any other
arrangement possible?

Immediately--due to the ages of our pastors.

B. Tabled Memorial d 2 -- Peace Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Illinois

\~REAS the congregAtions comprising our Conference are only few, of small size,
and geographically far separated from each other; and

NHERBAS the holding of annual conventions entails much disruption in the regular
work of the local congregations and many hundreds of dollars for travel
both on the part of the congregations and the Conference itself, as well
as for the hosting of these conventions; and

WHEREAS those activities in the Lord's work for which we have His command, such
as the local ministry of the fiord and Sacraments and mission work, should
have priority over those which are not commanded (N~tthew 28:19-20;
John 14:15); and

WHEREAS God requires us all to be good end faithful stewards of all that He has
entrusted to us (Matthew 25:14-30; 1 Peter 4:10), holding each of us to
give account (Romans 14:12); and

WHEREAS neither God's Vvord nor the lessons of church history from apostolic times
to the present day make the keeping of t~~e unity dependent upon the
frequency of meetings but much rather upon our determination, under the
Lord, to maintain one faith in accordance with His Word and to conduct
ourselves toward one another in all lowliness and meekness, with all
longsuffering forbearing one another in love (Eph. 4:10);

THEREFORE BE IT R:CSOLV~D that this convention make the necessary arrangements for
holding, inste8d, biennial or even triennial conventions, in accordance
with Article XII and VIII, 5, B of our Constitution.

Respectfully submitted by

FEACL EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
Tinley Park, Illinois

H. David Mensing, Pastor
H. Daniel Mensing, Secretary

c. Tabled Peace Luthersn Church, Tinley Park, Illinois
substitute Memorial page 13)

WHEREAS it is the Lord's will that "all things be done decently and in order"
(1 Cor. 14:40); and

WHEREAS it is also the Lord's will that we Christians be good stewards of the many
blessings which He so richly gives us, (Matt. 25:14-30), and in particular,
that our Conference always make the ~est use of its financial resources;
and

WHEREAS our Conference at present has no standing committee or other permanent
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group charged specifically with such responsibilities as preparation of
the annual budget, carrying out long-range financial planning, and, in
general, studying the finances of the Conference;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Concordia Lutheran Conference establish a new
standing committee to be called the Finance Committee; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Article IX, 1 of the Constitution of the Conference be
emended to read as follows:

"1. Standing Committees: These committees, to be elected by regular
conventions, are the following:

A. Editorial Committee (No change)

(2)

B. Committee on Theological Education (No change)

C. Committee on Missions (No change)

D. Committee on Lutheran Union (No change)

E. Finance Committee: This Committee shall consist of the
Treasurer and three other laym~n. Its duties shell be:

(1) To prepare a budget for the Conference fiscal year and
present it for ratification either to the regular convention
or to the Board of Directors if no convention is held in a
given year.

To study the finances of the Conference and to report to the
member congregations from time to time the financial outlook
of the Conference.
m~ ~__ ~ ~~,_ ~ __ ~L~ ~ ~~ ~_, _, ~ __
J.U UI;: "''';;:'I!Ulll;J.U.l.1;: "'v'" cut:: .l.UllG-"'-C:Hll5'" ... .1.uau"'J.aJ. j!.1.t1Ull.1.U!:S

requisite to the attainment of the objects of our Conference
as set forth in Article III, especially paragraphs 4,5, and 6.
The Treasurer, who is a member of the Board of Directors,
shall be the Chairman of this Committee.

F. Any members of standing committees may attend the meetings of the
Board of Directors in the capacity of advisory members."

Respectfully submitted by

PEACE EV. LUTHEJiAN CHURCH
Tinley Park, Illinois

H. David Mensing, Pastor
H. Daniel fuensing, Secretary
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New Business:

Reception of new members--if such have made application according to the
Constitution Art. IV.

Election of officers and committees. (The Nomination and Elections Committee
has charge of conducting this election.)

Recommendations from the Conference Board of Directors. (The Board's next
regular meeting will be held on Thursday, June 21. This gives the Board an
opportunity to discuss any remaining matters pertaining to the business of
our Conference and to bring reoommendations to the convention.)

Niemoria Is:

MEMORIAL # 1

WHEREAS Christ Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, made a contribution to the
Seminary Fund with certain stipulations (see 1969 Proceedings, page 23);
and

~~EREAS the wording of these stipulations allowed for a variety of uses; and

WHEREAS we should, as brethren, take into consideration the desire of the donors
in establishing priorities for the use of this gift; and

WH~tEAS such a gift could be of great benefit if left intact and thus allowed to
draw interest; and

\VH8REAS this gift is in jeopardy of being absorbed in the general operation of the
Seminary; and

WHEREAS the Conference has made no provisions for the retirement of the seminary
professor/president, nor for his interim financial security in the event
that the seminary project is terminated; and

\VP~RR~S it is God-pleasing that we provide fOT the earthly necessities of the
pestors and teachers whom He provides for us (1 Cor. 9:14; Gal. 6:6);

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the ~4000.00 gift from Christ Lutheran Church plus
accrued interest be placed in a separate trust fund for the exclusive
benefit of the seminary professor/president; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVBD that the fund, or any part thereof, may be disbursed only
under the following circumstances:

A. As a retirement allotment for the professor/president.

B. For emergency medical expenses or hospitalization for him and his
dependants.

C. For the use of his wife in the event of his death while he is
still acting in his capacity as the seminary professor/president~

D. To aid in his financial security should the Conference terminate
the seminary project.

And that said disbursements be made in a manner to be determined by the
Board of Directors as circumstances may dictate.

BE IT E'URTH=.iLt RESOLV~D that this fund not be used to augment the monthly contributions
to the seminary fund for the normal operating expenses of the Seminary as
long as it continues in active existence; and

BE IT FURTHLR R8S0LVBD that any other use of this fund not here specified must have
the approvel of the Conference given by majority vote in the convention
assembled. '

Respectfully submitted by
ST. LUKE'S LUTHBRAN CHURCH
Seattle 9 JlaslJington
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Ronald L. Schlaht, Chairman
Martin R. Luedtke, Secretary
Rev. P. R. Bloedel, Pastor

MEMORIAL # 2

WHEREAS the professors in our Conference Seminary have received no increase in
salary since the 1970 Convention; and

if:'l:~REAS the cost of living has continued to spiral upward at an alarming rate
since that time; and

WHEREAS the average income of the laymen in our Conference can be reasonbly said
to have risen with the inflation of the national eoonomy; and

WHEREAS it is the Soripturel duty of our Conference to insure the adequate support
of those we have called (Luke 10=7; 1 Cor. 9:14; Gal. 6:6-7); and

\YHEREAS a cost-of-living increase is the minimal amount by which an adequate living
for our professors can be maintained;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this convention authorize the neoessary raise in
salary for the seminarJ faculty to enable them to live adequately in the
present economy.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Budget Committee of this convention ascertain the
net rise in the cost of living over the past three years in the locality of
our seminary and reflect this 8mount in their salary recommendations for
the corning fiscal year.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVLD that the Conference establish as its policy the practice of
increasing professOrial salaries each year at a rate no less than the rise
in the cost of living in the area where our seminary is located.

By unanimous resolution of its Voters' Assembly, this memorial is

Respectfully submitted by

PEACE EV. LU'l'HBRAN CHURCH
Tinley Park, Illinois

H. David Mensing, Pastor

H. Daniel Mensing, Secretary

Official Note: Neither the concept nor the content of this memorial originated with
the Pastor or Assistant Pastor of Peace Congregation. On the
contrary, our Pastors have approved its submission only with great
personal reluctance. Our laymen feel, however, that regardless of
the persons and location involved, the principles set forth in the
memorial apply to the salary considerations for anyone called by the
Holy Ghost through our Conference into the work of the Lord among USn

MErvlORIAL # 3

WHEREAS the duties of the Credentials Committee and the Committee on Registration
and Excuses are unnecessarily duplicative; and

WlIEREAS superfluous committees necessitate inordinate absence of delegates from the
floor of the convention;

THEREFORE BE IT ~ESOLVED that the duties of these committees be combined into one
convention committee to be known as the Committee ~ Registration and
Ey£~~,@.<
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By unanimous resolution of its Voters' Assembly, this memorial is

Respectfully submitted by

PEACE EV. LUTHERAN CHUilCH

H. Da\~d Mensing, Pastor
H. Daniel Mensing, Secretary

MEMORIAL # 4

WhbREAS standing committees have been constitutionally established to conduct
continuing and important business of the Conference between conventions; and

WHEREAS the Constitution re~uires that such standing committees have a membership
of in no case less than three; and

WHEREAS the very nature of a committee indicates on-going communications, consulta­
tion and joint effort in decision-making toward the accomplishment of mutual
goals; and

WHEREAS it has regrettably been all too common in our Conference that committee
chairman have acted for their committees without first consulting with and
receiving the consensus of the other duly-elected members of their commit­
tees, such lack of communication being often total during an entire year
with perhaps a brief encounter just prior to the convention session at which
the committee report is to be presented;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the chairmen of standing committees file quarterly
reports with all the members of their respective committees and that they
frequently solicit their comment, counsel and recommendations to insure
committee action of the whole.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVlm that copies of said quarterly reports be filed wi th the
members of the Board of Directors to keep them abreast of current develop­
ments in all facets of Conference business, for which they are ultimately
responsible.

BE IT FUrtTHER RESOLVED that each standing committee confer by conference-calIon
the telephone at least once each year, but in no case later than thirty
days before a convention.

By unanimous resolution of its Voters' Assembly, this memorial is

Respectfully submitted by

PBACE EV. LUTH~.:RAN CHURCH
Tinley Park, Illinois

H. David Mensing, Pastor
H. Daniel mensing, Becretary

1llivl0RIAL # 5

W11EREAS it is an express purpose of referenda to lay before member congregations
matters of urgent business that arise at or between conventions and which
permit of no delay (Constitution, Article VIII, 1 D); and

WHEREAS delayed action on such referenda can significantly hinder the work of the
Lord in our beloved Conference;

THEREFDRE BE IT RESOLVED that the President of the Conference lay before the
congregations of the Conference all referenda authorized by a convention
no late~ than the ~ugust 1st imrnedistely following sucb convention, and
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that he request congregational action on such referenda within thirty days
of their receipt.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that referenda between conventions, dispatched to member
congregations by authroization of the Board of Directors, be sent by the
President no later than fifteen days sUbsequent to such authorization, and
that the President request congregational action on such urgent referenda
within thirty days of their receipt.

By unanimous resolution of its Voters' Assembly, this memorial is

Respectfully submitted by

PEACE BV. LUTHERAN CHURCH

H. David Mensing, Pastor
H. Daniel Mensing, Secretary

MEMORIAL # 6

WHEREAS the Constitution of our Conference makes it incumbent upon the members of
the Board of Directors to manage and supervise all the business affairs of
the Conference between conventions (Co~stitution, Article VIII, 5 B); and

~~EREAS the praesidium of the Conference, th9t is the President and Vice-fresident,
acting alone, does not fulfill this constitutional requirement; and

WH~REAS infrequent consultation between members of the praesidium tind the Board of
Directors has proven to be inadequate at best for effective communication
and mutual participation in the decision-making process; and

iVHEREAS under such conditions it is clearly impossible for the individual elected
members of the Board of Directors properly to participate in the management
and supervision of the business affairs of the Conference (Article VIII,5 B)
during a one-day meetir~ held only annually and only one day prior to the
opening of the convention; and

WHEREAS the maintenance of good order in our midst is a requirement of Holy
Scripture (1 Cor. 14:40) and therefore not a matter to be minimized because
of distance, time or financial considerations;

THER~~RE BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with Article VIII~ 5 of the Constitution
the praesidium be required to consult the members of the Board of Directors
concerning matters of Conference property and business affairs not specifi­
cally committed to the praesidium by the convention for unilateral action,
and that policy decisions between conventions be made by consensus of the
Board of Directors, as is their constitutional province.

BE IT FURTHER RBSOLVBD that hereafter the Board of Directors convene twice each
year, once during the third week of January and once just prior to the
annual convention in June.

By unanimous resolution of its Voters' Assembly, this memorial is

Respectfully submitted by

PE:iCE 1'V. LUTIlliRAN CHUHCH
Tinley Park, Illinois

H. David Mensing, Pastor
H. Daniel Mensing, Secretary
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MEMORIAL # 7

\r.HEREAS the Secretary of the Conference is constitutionally required to insure the
publication of the proceedings of all conventions within six months of
their adjournment; and

WHEREAS it is essential to the orderly management of Conference affairs between
conventions that the official resolutions, reports and actions of the Con­
ference in convention assembled be readily available for study and refer­
ence by the officers, Board of Directors and congregations of the Conference
and

~iHEREAS neither the minutes of the 1972 Convention nor the official proceedings of
that convention were made available in published form to members and
officials of the Conference until the beginning of February, 1973, and
copies of the Board minutes not until the beginning of March;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following procedure be henceforth strictly
adhered to by the Confere4ce in the publication of its official minutes and
proceedings:

1) The Secretary shall present final drafts of minutes, resolutions,
reports and other proceedings to the Conference publishing house no
later than the September 1st following each convention.

2) The Secretary sholl furnish to each member of the Board of Directors,
the minutes of all b08r~ meeting8 within thirty days of their adjourn­
ment and the official minutes of each convention within thirty days of
its conclusion.

3) The Conference publishing house (SCRI~TURAL PUBLICATIONS -- Concordia
Lutheran Conference) shall disseminate to officers, board members and
member congregations the official proceedings of each convention no
later than the fifteenth of October following the convention.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost of printing official minutes and proceedings of
board meetings and conventions be borne by the general treasu~· of the
Conference and that copies of proceedings be furnished to pastors and
voting members of member congregations without charge. The pUblishing
house shall however set a reasonable charge for copies requested by
other individuals and for individuals and organizations not in
fellowship with our Conference.

By unanimous resolution of its Voters' Assembly, this memorial is

Respectfully submitted by

PEACE EV. LUTH;;IiM1 CHURCH
Tinley Park, Illinois

H. David MenDing, Pastor
H. Daniel ~ensing, Secretary

MElv'IORIAL # 8

Wl{EREAS upon recommendation of the Editorial Committee the 1970 Convention resolved
that the CONCORDIA LUTHERAN be published on a monthly rather than a
quarterly basis; but

wtiEREAS the Editorial Committee has not found'it possible this year to issue such
monthly publications of our official organ but rather only three issues
between the months of June and February, two of these being dated as bi­
;;:JonthJy issues and one as a tri-monthly iSSU9; and
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WHEREAS late publication of seasonal material especially were apparently not due to

lack of sufficient copy from the pastors of the Conference, inasmuch aSt to
the best of our knowledge, the Editorial Committee has not solicited from
them "in ample time before each issue the necessary articles on stipulated
subjects and of stipulated length!! to indica te such need (Resolution 8,2-­
1970 Proceedings);

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Editorial Committee concentrate its efforts upon
the publication of quarterly issues on a regular basis, to appear in
August, November, February and May.

BE IT FURTHER R800LVED that, in order to maintain the interest of subscribers, to
further their Christian edification, and to advance the good impression of
our Conference upon others besides our own dear brethren, each issue be of
greater length than in the past, appear promptly, and contain a greater
variety of shorter articles, including devotional meditations, doctrinal
topics of particular timeliness, church news from our Conference and else­
where, Bible study outlines, special material for our youth, biographical
notes on significant pe,sons in the history of the church, and such other
material of general interest as the Committee might find appropriate.

Ey unanimous resolution of its Voters' Assembly, this memorial is

Respectfully submitted by

PMCE BV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
Tinley Park, Illinois

H. ~avid Mensing, Pastor
H. Daniel ~ensing, ~ecretary

MEI'ilORIAL II 9

(The following memorial is submitted as a substitute for that presented to the 1972
Convention in Seattle and referred back to the congregations for further study,)

WHEREAS the Lord requires of His disciples good stewardship of the many blessings
which He so richly gives them (Matthew 25:14-30); and

WHEREAS such good stewardship includes the most careful planning and the wisest
use of our financial resources (Luke 14:28-30); and

WHEREAS the Constitution of our Conference contains no specific provision for
a) continual fiscal analysis, b) advance preparation of the annual budget
in sufficient time for congregational study before each convention, cJ long­
range financh'l plaEning and projection of future needs, or d) the report­
ing of these importsnt financial matters to the congregations; and

WHEREAS wise and practical financial planning cannot be accomplished without con­
sideration of specific immediate and long-ran5e needs and realistic
estimates of anticipated income; and

WHEREAS it is difficult for a convention delegate properly to consider and to pass
a fiscal budget without first studying it with his own congregation; and

WHEREAS the financial needs of our Conference and the needs of individual member
congregations cen best be reflected bq diversified representation in the
planning stage;

THEREFCRE BE IT RESOLVED that the Concordia Lutheran Conference establish a new
standing cODmittee to be called the Finance Committee.
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BE IT }~RTHER RESOLVED that to accomplish this, Article IX, 1 of the Constitution

be amended to reed as follows:

"E. Finance Committee: This committee shall consist of the Treasurer
and three other laymen. They shall represent as far as possible
the various geographical locations in which member congregations
exist. In no case shall a majority of the committee be elected
from anyone congregation. The duties of the committee shall be:

1) To study and analyze the finances of the Conference, to make
projections of future needs in current and anticipated programs,
to conduct all the financial planning necessary to accomplish
Conference goals as set forth in the Constitution, Article III,
especially Sections 4, 5, & 6, and to report no less than semi­
annually to the member congregations of the Conference.

2) To solicit from member congregations during the third Quarter
each year their anticipated pledges for the support of Conference
endeavors in the next fiscal year.

3) To prepare on the basis of need and the pledges received from
member con':regations a budget for each fiscal year and to pre­
sent it for study to the local congregations no later than two
months before the end of each fiscal year and for ratification
either to the regular convention or to the Board of Directors
if no convention is held in a given year.

4) This committee may determine its own time and place of meetings
according to need.

5) The Conference Treasurer, W!10 is a member of the Board of
Directors, shall be the chairman of this committee.

F~ Any members of standing committees may attend the meetings of the
Board of Directors in the capacity of advisory members."

(NOTE: Section F above is Section E of the original, with no change made.)

By unanimous resolution of its Voters' Assembly, this memorial is

Respectfully submitted by

PEACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
Tinle,Y Park, Illinois

H. David mensing, ~astor

H. Da~iel Mensing, Secretary

--------,.-----
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REPORT OF THE CREDENT laS COI~HTTEE

Upon studying the credentials for the 1973 Convention of the Concordia Lutheran
Conference, the Credentials Committee finds that the following are eligible for seating
as delegates to this Convention:

St. Johnts Congregation:

st. Luke's Congregation:

Peace Congregation:

st. Stephen's
Congregation:

Pastor M. L. Natterer
vialter Fischer
Glen Frerichs

Pastor P. R. Bloedel
Paul Luedtke
Dale Ellis

Pastor H. D. Mensing
David T. Mensing
Randall Styx

Pastor J. A. Schmitt
Kent Frerichs
Richard Jurgens

Those qualifying for the position as alternate delegate are:

st. John's Congregation:

st. Luke's Congregation:

St. Stephen's
Congregation:

Henry Fischer
Norris Peterson

Joseph Alkana
Stephen Bloedel

Martin Hinkelman
Clayton Palmquist

Peace Congregation: James ·vI. Luedtke
and as a pastoral alternate, Pastor O. W. Schaefer, who is authorized to
serve as such whenever it is found necessary for Pastor H. D. Mensing to
be absent from the convention due to·' congregational duties.

The committee recommends that the Conference recognize as delegates to this
Convention as pastoral deleg~tes: Pastors Natterer, Bloedel, Schmitt, and Mensing
(Schaefer as nucessarJ?).

And as lay delegates: Walter Fischer, Glen Frerichs, Paul Luedtke, Stephen Bloedel
(a regular delegate being absent), Kent Frerichs, David T. Mensing, Randall styx, and
Martin Hir~elman (as long as delegate Richard Jurgens is absent).

Such seating recognizes that all pastoral delegates have one vote each, and also
that all lay delegates have one vote each. This renders a total vote count of 12 votes
(4 pastoral delegates, 8 lay delegates).

The committee further recommends that the conference welcomes the presence of the
Rev. O. W. Schaefer, Professor-President of our,Seminary, in an advisory capacity at
all times when it is not found neC6ssarj- for him to serve as the pastoral delegate
from Peace Ev. Lutheran Church.
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IEITIAL REPORT OF THE CmITHTTEE mT R8GISTRJITIm::- AND EXCUS:SS

The COID~ittee reports that registered at this time are 3 Pastors, 6 lay delegates,
and 34 visitors. We ask that all those who have not yet registered do so as soon as
possible.

\[e report also that we have received letters of excuse from our treasurer,
V. K. Bloedel and from Pastor H. D. Mensing. We recommend that the convention kindly
excuse these brethren in their necessary absence, Mr. Bloedel from the entire conventior
a:i":" Pa-::tor !'lensing from a portion thereof.

* * * * * * * * * * *

FINAL RI~PORT OFTER; COIiMIl'TEE ON m::GIsrrRATION AND EXCUSES

The committee reports thRt registered pastors number 5, registered lay delegates
nQ~ber 8, and registered vistors n~~ber 55.

The committee happily reports also that the Rev. H. D. Mensing was able to join
us shortly after the beginning of convention sessions and was seated as pastoral
delegate.

* * * * * * * * * * *

REPORrs OF TIf6 AUDITING COIVJJYIITTEE

ltJe have examined the books of the 'l'reasurer Lutheran Ccr~erence

and find them to be in good order.

Rev. H. L. Natterer, Chairman

Walter F. Fischer

stephen P. Bloedel

We have examined the books of the Business rlanager of Scriptural Publications
(CLC) and find them to be in good order.

Rev. M. L. Natterer, Chairman

Walter F. ~ischer

Stephen P. Bloedel

* * * * * * *
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MINUTES OF THE TWENTY -SECOND ANNUAL CONVENTION

Conoordia Lutheran Conference

at

st. Stephen's Lutheran Church, Wilmot, South Dakota, June 22-24, 1973·

Friday Morning, June 22, 1973

The convention was opened with a divine service. Pastor Schmitt was the litur­
gi£t, and President Bloedel delivered an edifying sermon on the basis of II Corin­
t:.ians 8:24. The offering from this service was designated for the General Fund of
the Conference treasury. (See page 3ff for sermon at the opening service.)

The Credentials Committee reported that 12 votes be recognized by the convention
--4 pastoral delegates, R lay delegates. Motion made and seconded to accept this re­
port. Carried. (See page 36.)

The initial report of the Registration and Excuse Committee was given indicating
that not all had as yet registered. The Committee requested that all register as
soon as possible so that this Committee might complete its report. Moved and secon­
ded to acoept this preliminary report. Carried. (See page 37.)

President Bloedel then presented his annual report to the convention in which he
not only reminded us of the blessings which the Lord had bestowed upon us as well as
our ~bligations as Lutheran Christians in carrying out our various responsibilities,
but also urged us earnestly to beseech the Lord to fill us with greater zeal for the
blessed work of Christ's Kingdom, being motivated by our l~ve for the Savior. (See
page l3ff.) This report was acoepted by the convention pending the report of the
Review Committee: Pastor O. W. Schaefer, Mr. Walter Fischer, and ~~. Paul Luedtke.

The Agenda for the convention was then presented by President Bloedel which was
also then adopted.

Pastor J. Sc~~itt, the representative of the Press Committee~ announced that the
proper publicity had been given to this convention via the local newspaper. This re­
pjrt was accepted.

Tabled Mem~rial #2 (See Prospectus, page 6 --yellow section) from Peach Ev. Lu­
theran Church relating to the frequency of our conventions was read and discussed.
This memorial was defeated.

Memrrial #6 (See Prospectus, page 11 --yellow section) was read and presented
f~r discussion. This mem~rial recommended greater consultation between the praesi­
Qium and the B~ard members and meeting twice each year, once during the 3rd week of
,January and once just prior to the annual convention in June. Moved and seconded to
a.dopt this memorial deleting the 2nd Resolve: "That hereafter the Board of Directors
Q8nVene twice each year, once duriljg the third week of January and once just prior to
the annual convention in June." This memorial was defeated by a show of hands. Mo­
tion made and seconded to recall the vote by standing. Carried. The results were:
4 in favor, 8 opposed. The memorial was defeated.

Lunch Hour

The afternoon session was opened with a devotion led by Pastor O. W. Schaefer.
HyNn 403 was sung, Philippians 4:9-20 was read, followed by a prayer, concluding with
the singing of the last verse of the hYmn.

Pastor Mensing informed the convention that he was happy that he was able to be
present with us because the condition of his sick congregational member had improved
sufficiently so that she could now return home from the hospital.
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The time and place of the 1974 convention was left undecided inasmuch as no in­
vitation was extended officially at this time from any of our congregations.

The essayist, Pastor Natterer , began the presentation of his essay: "The Exer­
cise of Christian Love in Christian Stewardship." (See page 16ff.) The essayist
emphasized in this first part the Scriptural teaching that this blessed work can
really only be exercised by the Christians--those who believe that Jesus is their
Savior from sin, death, and hell. "Without faith it is impossible to please Him
(God)." Hebrews 11: 6.

The Treasurer of our Conference, Mr. Victor Bloedel, who was not able to be pre­
~ellt because of duties relating to his work, presented his report for the fiscal year
1972-1973 through Mr. Paul Luedtke. (See page 31.) It was moved and seconded to ac­
cept this report subject to audit. Carried.

The chair recognized that since Pastor H. D. Mensing was now present with us.
the convention recognize that he be seated as a pastoral delegate.

Moved and seconded to remove tabled Memorial #3 from the table and present it to
the convention. (See Prospectus, page 6 --yellow section.) Carried. Moved and se­
conded to substitute Memorial 119 (See Prospectus, page 13 --yellow section) for
tabled Memorial #3. Carried. Moved and seconded to adopt this Memorial #3. A mo­
tion made and seconded to move the question carried. The decision of the chair on
the motion to move the question was appealed. Carried.

The following recommendation was made to postpone the proposition to amend Ar­
ticle IX,I to the 1974 convention but that the proposed substance of paragraph E be
followed in the temporary existence of this committee for the coming year. Motion
made and seconded to accept this amendment. Carried.

Memorial #9 as amended was then passed by an 8 to 4 vote.

Motion made that the proposal to amend Article IX,1 of the Constitution be pre­
sented to the 1974 convention for approval in the context of Memorial #9 as adopted
this year. Seconded. Carried.

The

The
Eleoted:

Nominating and Eleotion's Committee began its work.

following pastors were nominated for PRESIDENT: Schaefer,
O. W. Schaefer.

Mensing, Bloedel.

The following pastors were nominated for VICE-PRESIDENT: Bloedel, Mensing,
Schmitt. Elected: P. R. Bloedel.

The following pastors were nominated for SECRETARY: Natterer, Schmitt, Mensing.
~lected: M. L. Natterer.

The foll~wing laymen were nominated for TREASURER: V. Bl~ede1, Glen Frerichs,
P. Luedtke. Elected: Glen Frerichs.

The following laymen were nominated for BOARD ~~lliER-Er-LARGE from the Midwest:
Dan Mensing, Ron Reil, David Mensing, Kent Freriohs, James Luedtke. Elected: Kent
Frerichs.

The following laymen were nominated for BOARD I~BER-AT-LARGE from the Far West:
Walter Fischer, V. Bloedel, R. Schlaht, M. Luedtke. Elected: Walter Fischer.

The following slates were presented for the EDITORIAL Committee:

.Slate A Slate2 Slate C Slate D

M.L.Natterer J. Schmitt H.D.Mensing P.R.B1~edel

P.R.Bloedel P.R.B1oedel O.W.Schaefer, H.D.Mensing
M~Luedtke R.StJ~ David Mensing Ron Schlaht

Elected; Slate A
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The following slates were presented for the Committee on THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION:

Slate A Slate B Slate C Slate D

IYI.L.Natterer
J. Schmitt
Glen Frerichs
Dan Mensing

P.R. Bll'ledel
Glen Frerichs
Dan Mensing

J. Schmitt
Ron Schlaht
Dan Mensing

Elected: Slate C

P.R.Bloedel
Gerald Luedtke
Dan Mensing

slates were presented for the Committee on MISSIONS:

Slate C

H.D.l-lensing
J. Schmitt
Kent Frerichs
Randall styx
Henry Fischer

Elected: Slate C

Slate B

M.L.Natterer
J. Schmitt
Kent Frerichs
Randall styx
Henry Fischer

The following

Slate A

J. Schmitt
M.L.Natterer
Henry Fischer
Victor Reil
Ron Schlaht

slates were presented for the Committee on LUTHERAN UNION:

Slate AElected:

Slate B
P.R. Bloedel
M.L.Natterer
H.D.Mensing
V.K.Bloedel

The following

Slate A
P.R.Bloedel
rvI.L.Natterer
O. \{ •Schaefer
D.T.Mensing

The following slates were presented for the publishing house BOARD OF CONTROL:

Slate A Slate B

P.R.Bloedel
M.L.Natterer
Dale Ellis
V.K.Bloedel
Martin Luedtke

~II.L. ~iatterer

P.R.Bloedel
i-1m. Luedtke
V.K.Bloedel
Paul Luedtke

Elected: Slate A

Pastor Schmitt, chairman ~f the Committee on Lutheran Union, presented the re­
port stating that while no new official contacts were made by the committee, personal
co~tacts were made on an individual basis by our pastors and members. Motion made
and seconded to accept this report. Carried. (See page 30.)

Moved and seconded to continue our discussion of the matters in the agenda which
remained for Friday's session on saturday morning. Carried.

SUpper Hour

The opening devotion was conducted by Pastor Natterer. Hymn 349 was sung. I
John 4:7-19 was read~ followed by prayer.

The minutes of the previous sessions on Friday were read and approved.

The essayist continued the presentation of his essay. He emphasized that it was
the duty of every Chr~stian to give; for it is'not only God's command ~~t also a gra­
cious privilege which God has bestowed upon the Christians.
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Election of the Finance Committee (See Prospectus, page 13, 14 --yellow sectior
The following slates were presented:

Slate A Slate B

Glen Frerichs
David Mensing
Paul Luedtke
Kent Frerichs

Glen Frerichs
Randall styx
Dale Ellis
Howard Wenck

Elected: Slate A

Moved and seconded to make all elections unanimous. Carried. It was also
m~ved to fuank the Election's Committee for the very efficient manner in which they
carried out their work. Carried.

Motion made and seconded to accept the report of the Editorial Committee as pre­
sented by the Editor, Pastor Natterer, who explained the work that had been done du­
ring the past year. Carried. (See page 24.)

In this connection Memorial #8 (See Prospectus, pages 12, 13 --yellow section)
was read and discussed. A motion was made and seconded to adopt this memorial. The
motion to move the question was defeated. A motion was made and seconded to submit
this Memorial #8 to the Resolution's Committee for final disposition. Carried.

Memorial #4 (See Prospectus, page 10 --yellow section) was presented and dis­
cussed. Motion made and seoonded to amend Memorial #4 as follows:

1N.hereas standi~ committees have been constitutionally established to conduct con­
tinuing and important business of the Conference between conventions; and

Whereas the Constitution re~uires that such standing committees have a membership of
in no case less than three (3); and

\Vhereas the very nature of a committee indicates on-going communications, consulta­
tion and joint effort in decision-making toward the accomplishment of mutual
goals; and

vrnereas it has regrettably been all too common in our Co~Serence that committee
chairmen have acted for their committees without first consulting with and
receiving the consensus of the other duly-elected members of their commit­
tees, such lack of communication being often total during an entire year
with perhaps a brief encounter just prior to the convention session at which
the committee report is to be presented;

Therefore Be It Resolved that the chairmen of standing committees or duly authorized
individuals designat~d by the chairmen file regular reports as needed with
all the members of their respective committees and that they frequently so­
licit their comment, counsel and recommendations to insure committee action
cf the whole.

Be It Further Resolved that copies of said regula~ reports be filed \fith the members
of the Board of Directors to keep them abreast of current developments in
all facets of Conference business, for which they are ultimately respcnsible.

Be It ~~ther Resolved that each standing corr~ittee be encouraged to confer by con­
ference-call on the telephone as reqUired on urge~!-_Il!atters or a~_ne~ded.

The above amended memorial was adopted.

Memorial #3 (See Prospectus, page 9 --yellow section) was read. The motion to
adrpt this memorial was seconded and carried.

Motion was made and seconded to hear the 'report of the Publishing House Board of
Control at this time. Carried. Pastor Bloedel, the chairman of this committee, then
proceeded to present the report. (See page 33ff.)
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Lunch Hour

The afternoon devotion was led by Pastor J. Schmitt. Hymn 403 was sung, I Cor­
inthians 13:1-13 was read, a prayer was offered, concluding with the singing of Hymn
400.

Pastor Bloedel finished his report on the Publishing House. Mr. Martin Luedtke
gave the report on Scriptural Publications in the place of the Business Manager, Mr.
Victo~ Bloedel, who was not able to be present. The Promotions Manager, Mr. Martin
Luedtke, presented his report. Motion made and seconded to accept this complete re­
port. Carried. (See pages 32 and 35.)

The Resolution's Committee presented Resolution #1 concerning Memorial #8 (See
Prospectus, page 12 --yellow section). M~ved and seconded to adopt this resolution.
Carried. (See page 47.)

Report of the Committee on Theological Education given by the chairman of the
committee, Pastor Natterer. A brief history of our Semina-~ was given and an acknow­
ledgment of God's blessings upon our Seminary, its faculty and students. In this
connection the convention also heard the report from our Seminary President, Rev. O.
W. Schaefer. He explained the work of our student, Mr. James Luedtke, who served his
vicarage at Peace Ev. Lutheran Church as well as the various problems encountered
during the past year, concluding with the plea that all of us earnestly pray to the
Lord of the harvest to grant us more qualified students for our Seminary. Motion
made and seconded to accept this complete report. Carried. (See page 25ff.)

Motion made and seconded to accept the generous offer of Peace Ev. Lutheran
Church, Tinley Park, Illinois, to use its facilities for a token cost of $50.00 for
necessary utilities maintenance only. Carried.

Discussion began en Memorial #1 (See Prospectus, page 8 --yellow section.)
M0ved and seconded to submit this memorial to the Resolution's Committee. Carried.

Moved and seconded to hear the report from the Review Committee on the Presi­
dent's Annual Report. Carried. This report was also accepted. (See page 15.)

Mnved and seconded to hear the report fromfue Committee on Missions. Carried.
Pastor Schmitt, the chairman, spoke of the various possibilities in the field of
missions currently open to us. This report was accepted. (See page 25.)

The Resolution's Committee presented Resolution -#2 relating to Memorial #1 (See
Prospectus, page 8 --yell~w section) which speaks of the $4,000 gift from Christ Lu­
theran Church. Motion made and seconded to recommit this resolution to the committee
for their re-evaluation. Carried.

Memorial #2 (See Prospectus, page 9 --yellow section) which speaks of an in­
crease in salary for the professors of our Seminary. The following amendment was
submitted to ~he last resolve: th~t the Confer_~~~_.!evi~eachJ~_!!le_?alaries
of our SerninarY_J2.rofe~sors givi!lB..~ful qO}l?_~qerat~9n_~~l}Xchange in the cost of
living in the areaYE~~e_o'yr__S~minary ~~loc!3.ted. Carried. Motion made and seconded
to acoept the amended memorial. Carried.

The tabled Memorial #1 (See Prospectus, page 5 --yellow section) regardin~ the
prOVision for the retirement needs of our pastors submitted by St. Luke's Church,
Seattle, Washington, was read and discussed. Moved and seconded to submit this mem­
orial to the Resolution's Committee. Carried.

Moved and seconded to present Memorial #7 (See Prospectus, page 12 --yellow sec­
tion) to the convention at this time. Carried. This memorial was read and discussed.
A motion was made and seconded to adopt this resolution. Motion made and seconded to
divide the memorial into two parts. Carried. / Motion made and seconded to accept the
first part. Not oarried. Motion made and .!3eoonded to accept the 2nd part of this
memorial. Not carried. -
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Memorial #5 (See Prospectus, page 10 --yellow section) was read and discussed.
Motion made and seconded to accept this memorial. Not carried.

Moved and seconded to continue our sessions after supper from 7:30 p.m. to A:OO
p.m. Carried.

Supper Hour

The Auditing Committee presented its report. Moved and seconded to accept the
report of the Conference Treasurer's books. Carried. Moved and seconded to accept
the report of the Auditing Committee on the financial books of Scriptural Publica­
tions. Carried. (See page 37)

The Budget Committee presented its initial report. Motion made and seconded to
accept this preliminary report. Carried.

The Resolution's Committee presented Resolution #2 pertaining to the proper dis­
position of the $4,000 gift from Christ Lutheran Church. Motion made and seconded to
adopt this resolution. Carried unanim~usly. (see page 47.)

Resoluti~n #3 relating to tabled Memorial #1 (See Prospectus, page 5 --yellow
section) was presented. This resolution dealt with the provisi~n for the retirement
needs of our nastors. 1-1oved ann l'lec:oTIt'len to ancmt thiR reRClllltion. TInanimouRlvcarried. (S~e page 48.) ------- --------- -- ---- ...-- ----- ------------- --- ---- -- u

The evening session was closed at 8:45 p.m. by jointly praying the Lord's Prayer
with the Blessing pronounced by President Bloedel.

Sunday, J1lne 24, 1213

The morning service with Ho~ Communion was held at 10:00 a.m. Rev. H. D. Men­
sing preached an edifyiI1..g sermon on John 21: 15-19 usi:ng as his theme: "!!C\\oT Are We
Christians To Prove Our Love To The Lord, Our Savior?" (See page 7ff.) The local
pastor, Rev. J. Schmitt, served as the liturgist. The offering was designated for
the l~cal congregation to help defray expenses incurred in hosting the convention.

DiI"Jler Hour

The afternoon devotion was conducted by Pastor S~haefer. Hymn 285, verses 1-4
were sung, a section from Psalm 119 was read, a prayer was offered, followed by the
singing of verses 5 and 6 of Hymn 285.

Pastor O. W. Schaefer then assumed the chair as our newly-elected president. He
indicated that he felt inadequate in the face of all his forthcoming duties, but sta­
ted that we must all remember "our sufficiency is of God.." He asked for the prayers
of all and helpful cooperation, concluding with the passage from Mark 9:50: "salt is
good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt
in yourselves, and have peace one with another."

The minutes of Friday's sessions were read by the secretary. Motion made and
seconded to accept these minutes as read. Carried.

The essayist continued to read. his essay. In the final section the essayi~t

pointed out that while the specific amount which the Christian is to give is ~ot sta­
';ed in the New Testament, nonetheless, the Christian being motivated by his love for
tlJ.e Savior is to give willingly, generously, and regularly.

Motion made and seconded to accept the essay with thanks to the essayist.
Carried.

Motion made and seconded to submit this essay to the Editorial Committee for
their consideration for possible inclusion in 6ur Concordia Lutheran. Carried.

Recess
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Motion made and seconded to adopt the following recommendation of the Board of
Directors: "In the adoption of any retirement plan for pastors and/or professors in
our Conferenoe, the Board of Directors recommends that special consideration be given
to death benefits to their widows and dependants." (See minutes ~f Board meeting,
June 21, 1973). Carried. - .

Moved and seconded that the delegates concur with the following position of the
Board of Directors: "The various chairmen of standing committees then gave resumes
of the reports whichfuey will make to the Conference in convention assembled. It was
moved and seconded that the congregations of our Conference be encouraged to share
with the various standing committees of the Conference p~sitive suggestions and con­
st~uctive criticism of matters normally within the scope of the committees' work be­
fore directly memorializing the conventiC'n on such matters." (See minutes of Board
meeting, June 21, 1973.)

Moved and seconded that the convention concur in the following official inter­
pretation of the Board of Directors concerning the $4,000 gift from the former Christ
Lutheran Church. Carried.

"1) The moneys donated were given to the Seminary Fund cof the Conference.

2) The gift was restricted in its use and hence for the present not to be con­
sidered an integral part of the Seminary working cash balance for day-to­

day expenditures.

3) The primary use of these monies is to insure the salary of the called fa-
culty of our seminary. This insurance-of-salary restriction has a two-fold

purpose: a) Should insufficient funds be received for the prompt and full pay­
ment of professors' salaries, monies of this gift shall be temporarily attached
to defray that necessary expense, provided that, at first opportunity, such
transferred monies be returned from incoming contributions. b) These funds may
also, at the direction of the Conference in convention assembled, be set aside
for the benefit of the seminary faculty in their retirement and/or incapacita­
tion, provided that other Conference monies are then available to guarantee the
receipt of regular monthly salary during the tenure of their calls.

4) Should sufficient funds becoT'1e available in the Seminary Fund of the Con-
ference both to guarantee regular receipt of professorial salaries and to

provide for adequate faculty retirement support, the balance of the gift from
the former Christ Lutheran Church may then be used in such other manner as the
Conference in convention assembled may decide for the general support of the
Seminary project."

Motion made and seconded that we concur in the following Scriptural principles
set forth by the Board of Directors originally on April 8, 1964 in Milwaukee, Wiscon­
sin. Carried.

""\Alhenevcr there seems to be a disagreement, eitIler w·itIl official procedures or
personally between brethren, we urge that the following guidelines be observed
among us, in the fear and love of God, to help us in a practical way to attain
this goal more perfectly;

1. Begin with brotherly questions for further information, rather than with
a statement of disagreement.

2. Where disagreement is plainly evident, do not press for an immediate
settlement, but allow time for quiet and sufficient consideration.

3. strive to be as objective or impersonal as possible, both in presenting
and receiving each other's views.

4. Keep all unpleasant matters as private as possible, according to God's
Word, striVing not to let others become involved unless necessary.

5. Wherever possible, prayerfully wait to discuss a disagreement, or ap­
parent disagreement, face to face rather than hurriedly by mail or by telephone.
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6. In love toward our Lord and one another, follow the order mutually a­
greed upon among us, the highest law, of course, ever being our Savior's Law
of Christian love."

The Budget Committee presented its final report. Moved and seconded to change
the amount in "Furniture" from $150.00 to $250.00. Carried. (See page 46.)

Moved and seconded that the Fina~ce Committee poll the congregations to deter­
mine the amount of pledges available for the Seminary professors' salaries, taking
into consideration the increase adopted by the 1973 convention. The actual salaries
of our professors will be the amount of the total pledges not to exceed the amount
included in the budget adopted at the 1973 convention. Carried unanimously.

Motion made and seconded to combine the professor's salary and the social secur­
ity allowance. Carried.

Motion made and seconded to amend the Budget to include under the General Fund
an item listed Retirement ~~nd (Transfer to Semina~J ~~nd) of $2,000. Carried.

Motion made and seconded to reconvene at 6:30 p.m. to conclude our business.

Supper Hour

Moved and seconded to adopt the Budget as presented subject in the matter of
professorial salaries to the poll to be taken by the Finance Committee as authorized
by the Conference. Carried.

The Resolution's Committee then continued with--

#4 --This resolution pertained to the gratitude of the Conference to Peace
Ev. Lutheran Church for the use of their facilities. Carried. (see page 49.)

#5 --Thanks to the various committees for their work. Carried. (Page 49.)
#6 --Thanks to the members of st. Lukes in Seattle, Washington for their

work in preparing the Proceedings, etc. Carried. (See page 49.)
#7 --Thanks to Pastor Schmitt, the typists, etc., for their secretarial help,

etc. Carried. (See page 49.)
#8 --Gratitude to the Lord for the sermons and devotions which were so edi­

fying. Carried. (See pages 49 and 50.)

#9 --Thanks to the members of st. Stephen's for their hospitality, etc.
Carried. (See page 50.)

Final report of the Committee on Registration. (See page 37.) The report indi­
cated that 5 pastors, 8 lay-delegates, 55 visitors were present. This report was
accepted.

Adjournment followed at 7:00 p.m. with prayer led by President Schaefer, conclu­
ding with the LQrd's Prayer, the Blessing and the singing of the Common D('\xology.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. M. L. Natterer, Secretary
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Concordia Lutheran $ 596.40

Traveling Expenses 595.50

Telephone Bxpenses 240. 77
Convention Expenses 210.59

IdscellsEeous Expenses 51.14

Contingencies 121.25

Publishing House Loan 0.00

Mission ~llnd (Transfer)

200.00

300.00

100.0('1

60.00

Final
Budget

5060.00

1200.00

$ 600.00

600.00

--Z000.OO

First Second
Proposal Proposal

$ hOO.OO

600.00

300.00

200.00

60.00

100.00

1200.00

$ 2000.00

3060.00 5060.00

1000.00

A PLANNING SHEET FOR 1973-74 BUDGET

1972-73
Expen~iture8

Totals

GENERAL FUND:

$ 4200.00

3600.00

675.00

SEMINARY FUND:

Prof-Pres. Salary:
Taxable Portion

*Tax-fr~e Rentel Allow.

**Social Security Allow.
(Taxable)

Salary paid by C.L.C. $ 8475.00

'1250.00

3600.00

864.00

6114.00

3600.00

Assoc-prof. Salary

Library

Operation

Building Fund Reserve

Misc. Seminary Expenses

Furniture and Equipment

1800.00

51.25

50.00

0.00

71.41

125.00

2Q5Q,OQ

175,00

50 ,00

75·00

150,00

2050.00

175·00

50.00

75.00

150.00

$ 12214.00

Totals ;;, 10572.66 $ 17274.00

1972-73 General Fund Receipts:

1972-73 Seminary Fund Receipts:

$; ,001.42

$ 9177.05

(May 1973 receipts estimated)

(May 1973 receipts estimated)

*Determined at each convention to authorize this tax advantage for our Prof-President

**Increase authorized by 1972 convention.
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RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED AT THE CONVENTION

Resolution #1 Disposition: Adopted

WHEREAS it is the intention of 1I1emorial No. 8 to be of assistance and encouragement
to the Editorial Committee for its continued efficiency and promptness in
the publishing of our official organ, the CONCORDIA LUTHERAN; and

WHEREAS discussion on the convention floor has shown that this memorial does not
sufficiently accomplish this intended purpose; and

\~ the assembled convention has requested that the Resolutions Committee
restate the substance of the memorial in the form of mutually suitable posi­
tive suggestions and encouragements for the stated purpose;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we encourage the Editorial Committee to publish the
CONCOF.DLLI• LtJTHERA..N ; 11 month~y or bi-monthly issues, this to be stated regu­
larly on the masthead of that organ, and as far as possible under the Lord
to insure their prompt appearance.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Committee be encouraged to publish in each issue a
variety of subject matter, including regularly such items as news from our
congregations, news of Conference projects and general world-wide church
news, besides doctrinal and devotional materials; and to this end,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Committee be encouraged to solicit from our pastors
and laymen specific articles on definite subjects and of approximately
desired length suggiciently in advance of publication, copy written by lay­
men to be submitted through their own pastors.

Resolution #2 Disposition: Adopted

WHEREAS Christ Lutheran Church, jliIilwaukee, Wisconsin, made a most generous contri­
bution to the SSrr'jnary ?~'1d in 1969 (See 1969 Proceedings, p. 23); and

WHEREAS stipulations for the use of this gift included insurance of professorial
salaries and, upon decision of the Conference, also other general support
of the seminary project (See Board Minutes, 6/21/73); and

WHEREAS such a gift could be of great benefit if left intact and thus allowed to
draw interest; and

~~S the Conference has made no adequate provision for the retirement of the
seminary faculty, nor for their interim financial security in the unlikely
event that the seminary project is at any later time forced to be terminatedi
and

vfr~ i~ is God-pleasing that we provide for tIle earthly necessities of the pastors
and teachers whom He provides for us (I Cor. 9:14; Galations 6:6);

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the ~~4ooo.oo gift from Christ Lutheran Church plus
accrued ;nt~rest be placed in a separate trust fund for the exclusive bene­
fit of the seIT~nary faculty; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the fund, or any part thereof, may be disbursed only
under the following circumstances:

A. As a retirement allotment for the seminary facultYi

B. For emergency medical expenses or hospitalization for them and
their dependents;

C. For the use of their widows and dependents in the event of their
death while they are still acting in their capacity as seminary
instructors or while in retirement from their professorships;
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D. To aid in their financial security should the Conference at any later
time be forced to terminate the seminary project.

Sa~a disbursements shall be made in a manner to be determined by the Board
of Directors, as the above circumstances may dictate.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Directors formulate a set of guidelines fer
the administration of this fund and present it to the 1974 Convention for
approval.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this fund not be used to augment the monthly contribution/;
to the Seminary Fund for the insurance of regular and full salary support,
but that the Conference Seminary Building Fund be designated to assume this
responsibility and be temporarily attached when necessary to insure prompt
and full receipt of salary, with the provision that as soon as possible such
transferred funds be replaced into the Building Fund from incoming contri­
butions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any other use of this retirement fund not here specified
must have the approval of the Conference given by majority vote in conven­
tion assembled.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Conference give regular consideration to its ability
to increase from time to time the balance in this special retirement fund,
so as better to be able to carry out the various purposes outlined in this
resolution.

RESOLUTION #3 Dispooition: Referendum

~~RA~ it is our C~~isti~~ obligation ~~d responsibility to provide for the needs
of our pastors (Gal. 6:6-7; Luke 10:7; I Cor. 9:14); and

WHEREAS an imminent need exists in our Conference in view of the ages of our pastors
to set up means to help provide for them in their declining years; and

~~S a proposal to fulfill this responsibility was presented by our sister congre­
gation at Tinley Park for study and consideration by the Conference; and

WHEREAS in harmony with this proposal, st. Luke's Congregation submitted a memorial
to the 1972 Convention, suggesting a retirement plan, the substance of which
is included in this resolution;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a retirement fund be established by our Conference at
the contribution rate for each congregation participating of $350.00 per
year for each pastor and assistant pastor the congregation wishes to be
covered by this plan;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that annroval of the institution of this fund be handled
through a referendum of our congregations, a unanimous positive vote being
necessary for implementation. .Actual subscription to the plan is to be
optional with each of the congregations of our Conference, however, and is
to be handled as a separate proposition on the referend~m;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Directors formulate guidelines for the equit­
able administ:cation of these funds through the Conference Treasurer, and that
these guidelines be presented for approval to the 1974 convention.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that provision be made in such guidelines for (a) payment by
a congregation of increased contributions at its option for commensurately
greater benefits; and (b) the subsequent enrollment of additional congrega­
tions with benefits to be adjusted on the basis of length of participation
and amount of regular contributions.
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RESOLUTION #4
WHEREAS the Seminary of our Conference has continued to enjoy

facilities of Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, Tinley Park,
past three years; and

WHEREAS Peace Congregation has significantly aided the Conference in keeping at a
minimum expenditures for the physical plant aspect of the seminary program
inasmuch as these brethren have provided quarters for classes, library and
chapel at a token maintenance cost of $50.00 per year; and

vIT~ the delegates of Peace Congregation again this year officially renewed this
most generous offer for the 1973-74 academic terms;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we express our continued gratitude in the Lord to Peace
Evangelical Lutheran Church for its promotion of this most necessary work
mnong us th~ough its brotherly cooperation, generosity and sacrifice.

:RESOLL"TION 1/5 Disposition: Adopter'!

WHEREAS the officers, standing committees, and appointed committees have served OUX'

beloved Conference faithfully during the past year under the continued
blessing of the Lord of the Church;

TI~ORE BE IT RESOLVED that we express our sincere gratitude for all that these
brethren have wrought in their dedicated Christian service to our Conference
during the past year of grace; and

IBE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Holy Spirit grant a rich measure of His grace to the
brethren who at this convention have been elected to serve in capacities of
leadership in our Conference during the coming year, so that all they think,
say, and do may redound to the praise and glory of His holy name and the
continued prosperity of His Kingdom among us.

RESOLUTION #6 Disposition: Adopted

WHEREAS St. Luke's Congregation assumed the responsibility of preparing the stencils
for the proceedings of the 1972 Convention and of mimeographing and assembling
them;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we express to these bretr.!I'en our heartfelt thanks for
this particular labor of love which they also rendered in many previous years
in behalf of our beloved Conference.

RESOLUTION #7 Disposition: Adopted

vfrlEREAS a convention of this nature requires that its comnittees have at their
~~posal various oII~ce and business macn~es to facilitate tl~ir work, as
well as secretarial help for the typing, duplication, and general prepara­
tion of reports and resolutions;

TI-IEBRTi'OB.E BE IT B.ESOLilED that we express special thanks to Pastor Schmidt and the
members of st. Stephen's Lutheran Church for placi.'1g a variety of such
machines at the disposal of convention committees and to ~lisses Deanna
Fischer, Alice Luedtke, and Kathy Hargiss for their generous offer to help
in typing materials and running committee errands during and between con­
vention sessions.

RESOLUTION #8 Disposition: Adopted

WHEREAS the sermon delivered by our President at the opening service of this conven­
tion, as well as that delivered in the Sunday Divine service by Professor
Mensing of o~' Seminary, were found to be especially edifying to the delegat0~

guests, and visitors in attend~lce; and
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WHEREAS the delegates and guests at this convention received special encouragement
and strength from the various devotions conducted by our pastors during
sessions;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the convention especially thank Pastors Bloedel and
Mensing for their edifying messages, and that we express our gratitude also
to the other pastors for the devotions conducted by them.

RESOLUTION #9 Disposition: Adopted

l·::::lEREA.S St. Stephen's Lutheran Church of Wilmot, South Dakota has shown itself to be
a most gracious host to the 22nd Annual Convention of our Conference by
extending loving Christian hospitality to delegates and guests in its church
building and in the homes of its members; and

WHEREAS we were privileged to enjoy not only nourishment for our bodies through the
selfless, dedicated service by the ladies of the congregation, but received
also in rich abundance nourishment for our souls in the Bread of Life, God's
precious liard and Sacrament; and

1AJHEP£..ltS our praise of the Lord a.."ld Head of His Church iL"i the various convention
.devotions and divine services was enhanced by special organ and choral
music to His glory;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Concordia Lutheran Conference express its hearty
thanks to the pastor and members of st. Stephen's Congregation for their
most liberal hospitality and loving Christian fellowship which contributed
in large measure to the success of this convention meeting, to our spiritual
edification and to our physical comfort;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we tender special thanks to l/Jr. Stephen Bloedel for
serving as organist during this convention and to the various members present
from our congregations who participated in the special choir for the Sunday
service, as well as to those members of the host congregation who so lovingly
opened their homes to the delegates and guests of this convention;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, above all others we praise and magnify the Lord of the
Church, our gracious Savior, who first loved us, for the bountiful blessings
he has continued to bestow upon us, and that we express our love to Him and
also prove the same by rededicating our lives and all we have to His cheerful
and faithful service and also by rising at the close of this convention to
sing to His praise the Common Doxology.
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