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-,
" .SERMON DELIVERED AT THE OPENING SERVICE

By the Rev. H. L. Natterer

Psalm 11$:28: Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: thou art my God, and I "lill
exalt thee.

Beloved Friends in Christ our dear Savior!

The Psalmist bl'lents in Psalm 107, "0h thpt men would pr.'1ise the Lord for His
good..l1ess and for His wonderf'tl1 works to t.he children of men. 11 These words are snok­
en by the Psalmist four times in this Psalm. It is a lamentation which David spoke
in his day, and it is a fact "'hich we must deplore today, particularly, in these last
evil days of the world. "Oh that men would praise the lord for His goodness!!"
God's goodness is not restricted merely to the believers. Jesus reminds us that the
heavenly Father "maketh His sun to t'ise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth
rain on the just and on the unjust" (Nett. 5:45). And pious Asanh sneaks of lithe
prosperity of the wicked" and that "their eyes stand out with fatness: they have more
than heart could wish."(Ps. 73) God's goodness is not restricted m~rel" to the
material things of this world. In the sniritual sense God has alro heen !rood to them,
The Apostle Paul tells us that "God 'vas in Chris t reconciling the world unto Hi1"'self,
not imputing their trespasses unto them" (2 Cor. 5:19). In Christ, because of His
work of redemption as our Substitute, all of their sins ha\~ been for~iven and heav­
en is now open. One would think that AIL men without exception 'WOuld praise the
Lord for such um.erited goodness. But such is not the case, as "re well know! Jesus
reminds us that in the l.c1 st days "iniC'uity shall ahound" a.nd "the love of man:v shall
l-Ja.."'C cold" (Natt. 24:12). And the Anostle Paul prophesies that "men shall be lovers'
of their own selves, covetous, boa sters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, etc. I ' (2 Tim. 3:1£f). Such is the sad state with the unbelieving chil­
dren of the world. \'ith His go!)dness God seeks to lead men to reroentarce (Cn. Rom.
2:1£f), but we find thtlt the vast ma,;oritv, like the peonle at the time of the Flood,
live and die in their sins. The Christians, and the Christians alone, nraise God.
Yet, because we are in the world and possess our sinful flesh, l'.e too often forget
to praise God as we should. Let us then this ~orning give heed to these words of
..,..ha PO'.o 11T1'; 0+.
VLJ, ........ \",I~ .......u.....~v.

THOU A.RT ~·YGOD, AND I FIlL PRAISE THEE!

Thej;e words of David, ilf:lich he peoned h'r the insniration of the HolV Spirit,
express the innermost conviction of his heart. 'lhroul"hout his life he had exr:erienc­
ed the fact that God, the onbr true God, ''laS his God! In t'1is Psalm we find the
phrase occurring again and again, "for His mercy endureth forever". Thus David
praises God for His Lercy. lrJhile still a voung man the Lord had selected David, the
son of Jesse, tole the next king over all Israel. Jonathan, Saulls son, was not
chosen to be king after his father, but David, a shepherd boy from the village of
Bethlehem. That '1'.18. S mercy which God revealed unto David. 1rJhen it became clear to
Saul that Da vid was to be the king, his jealousy knew no bound s. 1'Je find that on
several occasions Saul attempted to sla'r Davin with his own hand. (1 Sam. IS-19)
But each time the Lord had mercy and did not allow David to 'be delivered into the
hand of Saul. Vlhen David fought 8painst the giant, Goliath, he was not h!'lrmed, and
the Lord delivered the giant into David1s hand. (1 Sam. 17) 1!hen David made his
home among the enemies, the :-'hilistines, although he ,,"as vastly outnumbered, God had
mercy upon David, and again no harm came to David. (1 Sam. 27) Godls merc" "JaS ver:r
evident to D9.vid, and so we find David exclaim~ng, "Thou art my r.ad, and I ".rill
prai se Thee."

Behold what merc,r the Lord revealed unto David "rhen he had heen p'llilt" of adul­
tery \'rith Bathsheba and then having her husband, Uriah, murdered! (2 Sam. 11-12)
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David knew full well that God had clearly forbidden such sins. But David suc- 3.
cumbed to the temptations of his sinful flesh. ~low God could have destroyed
him right t'-en and there, even as the wrath of the Holy Spirit came down umn Ana­
nias and his wife, Sapphira., in the Jerusalem congregation. (Acts 5) But David
repented of his sins and cast himself upon God's mercy v.rhich assured him through the
Prophet Nathan that his sins haa rn;en forgiven. l,fo:reover, God had promised D8,,-id
thAt his "Throne shall be established forever" (2 Sam. 7:16). Not the earthly king'"
dam of Israel, but rather the spiritual kingdo~ over ~rhich the eternal Son af Dayid,
Christ Jesus, would rule. And this is He concerning '''hom David longinl!1y looks for­
ward '\\rith great expectation as he cries out in his Psalms, "Oh that the salvatil1n of
Israel were come out of Zion!" (53:6).

One more point we wish to note with regard to David. One can not heln ~t mar­
vel at the establishment of the kingdom under David and his many heroic and valiant
deeds. David I s faith was not something sunerficial. That is very evident. He does
not boast of his great Dight and strength; He f.';ives aU glorvand nr;:dse to the Lord
God. In his battle with Goliath, he readil" Aclmowledges that it was the Lord who
delivered hiln into his ha:nd, EVert as He 118C1 done \\li.th the bear and lion 'VJhich had
attacked his flock of sheep. And now throughout his Psa~_s it runs like a continuous
refrain, David's hymn of praise to the Lord!

Now Davi.d was not the only one to praise God. The Holy ScriDtures are raDIete
with examples. After the Lord God had led the c1-Jildren of Israel out of Bgvpt and
safely through the Red Sea, we hear} oses and the Israelites singing their h:vmn of
praise unto the Lord for the gradous deliverance "rh ich He '.rJrought. (Ti'..xodus 15) Fe
find 1 ary and Elisabeth prClising Go(l for the fulfilment of His nrornises in granting
John the Baptist and the long-avra.ited i' essiAh. (Luke 1) Phen the Lord through Peter
and ,John healed the lame begfar at the gate of the tem1Jle, lIre read thAt the grateful
man praised God. (Acts 3) Yes, we can look where we ~d1l in the Holy Scrip~ures,

and we find thRt the believers praised the Lord!

David's words "Thou art my God, and I l'!ill praise Thee: Thou art mv God, I will
exalt Thee" should also be our "fords. For we, too, have experienced that the "Lord
is very pitiful, and of tender mercy·" (James 5:11). By nature we la.~v in bonda~e.

The prince of dar1mess held us in his power. Like David and all the children of men,
we were conceived and born in sin and ini0uity. (Ps. 51:5) And the fruits of our
condition by nature t"ere corrupt and evil. For "Hho C<'1n brinr: a clean th5nR out of
an unclean? not one" (Job 14:[.). Therefore "The ~~Jages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23).
And we could not help ourselves. Our everlasting doom l\ras certain, HAD IT "TOT BEEi'J
FOR THE LOVE AND LEIieY OF GOD. llBut God eommendeth Pis Love toward us, in that,
while tile were yet sinners J Christ died for us" (PtOm. 5: 8). And now death is a.00li5h­
ed, life and irmcortGlitv have been brought to light t~rough the Gosryel. (2 Tim. 1:10)
"Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee", is the .ioyfu1 messaR'e which we ­
hear in the Gospel and i'Je can no,,,, sing "rith Paul Gerhardt, "He canceled my offenses,
delivered me from death; He is the Lord who cleanses mv soul from sin tJ,rouC!h faith.
In Him I can be cheerful, bold, and undaunted ave; in Him I am not fearful of Godie
great Judgment Day" (Hymn 528, v. 5). The contemnlation of such undeserved and un­
merited mercy constrains us to declare with David, "Thou art my God, and I "rill
praise Thee: Thou art my God, I Hill exa,lt Theel"

The Lord is indeed worthy to be praised. (Ps. 18:3) And as those who have
been called out of darkness into His marvelous 1il!ht (1 Pet. 2:9) our praise for-Him
is to be clearly evident. It '·'as in the case of David, as we have alread~r he~rd, and
such pra ise for God Should not be laeking idth us. Our whole life should be one
continuous hymn of praise to the Lord our God as we sh:->l1 hear in the essav for this
convention. \eve should praise Him "in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
",rith grace in our hearts to the LordI! (Col. 3:16). This we do together lJIrith our
fellow-believers in the Divine Service. The Psalmist exhorts, IILet them exalt Him
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also in the congregation of the people, and praise Him in the assemblY of the 4.
elders" (Ps 107:32). This opportunit'1 to oraise the Lord our God together
with our felloN-beh.evers should be ver" precious to us; so precious, th8t we do not
allow the enemies of our souls to keep us from the Divine Service. "e are to nl"aise
God also within the privacy of our homes as adults and children. In nany a home,
one wonders if the Christians ~dthin are ~ore familiar ~dth the latest worldly 50­

called musical songs than the" are lnth the psalms and hymns of the Church!

Such praise is not to remain within the confines of the Divine Service and the
home, it is to te apparent to others. I 'hen the ,\rk of the Covenant 'Has final1v
brought back to the city of Jerusalem, King David leaped and danced in nraise to the
Lord in the presence of his subjects. (2 Sam. 6) David was not ashamed to nraise
the Lord before others. lor should \Vel. 1\0 matter how gifted and talented we may be,
we dare never forget th~t all honor and praise nust go to Him. who has granted us such
gifts. 1,Ie must confess, "All th.1t I am, e len here on earth, all thAt I hope to be,
when Jesus comes and glory dai-JrlS I 011'9 it, Lord, to Thee ll (liymn 378). II Therefore 'We

must be on our guard, II write s Dr. Luther, Ifbec&use we cannot do 1t,"it1-,out God IS qood
things while we Iive on earth, :nd therefore, 11e cannot be w'ithout name and hop-or.
1,ihen men accord us praise and honor, Ne ou"ht t1) nrofit by thA example of the Yother
of ('.od (Luke 1:46) and at all times arm ourselves ~rith this verse to rn.ake the nroper
reply and to use such honor and praise correctlv. l'fe should oDenlv sa,v, or at least
think in our heart: 0 Lord God, Thine is t"is work th"t is being nraised rlnd cele­
brated. Thine be the name too. I'lot I have done it, but Thou, 'who art able to do
all things, and holy is Thy name. l'e sho',ld neither re;ect this pr<'lise and honor as
though they were wrong, nor should we despise them as th011gh thev M~re nothing; hut
we should refuse to accept them as too iJrecious or noble, a,nd we shol,ld ascribe them
to Him in heaven, to whom the" belong". Yay God grant us !-lis grace t~at we continue
to prai.se Him throughout every day of our life, in ,ioy and in sorro", in sickness
and in health, until finally He takes us out of this vale of tears into the manstonl
of heaven 'mere together with the Holy anp'els and those who ha,ve died in the Lord,
we shall with glorified lips and tongues praise Him, our gracious God and SAvior
forevermore! Amen.

And the peace of God, w~ich passeth all understanding, shall keen vour hearts
and minds through Christ JeSUS unto life everlasttng. fJllen.
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SERMON DELIVERED AT THE SillWAY SERVICE
By the Rev. A. J. Cordes

Em-lJire, Oregon

The text for this message is the 7lst Psalm.

Under the gracious guidance of God's Spirit who always operates in the lTord,
let us, on the basis of our text, observe:

T,l,1HY CHRISTIANS PRAISE GOD

5.

1. Prai~e for God _flo\"8 fr0E:t_trusting God.

A. The Christian knows that left to himself he could not continue to praise r~d.

David speaks for all serious Christians when he says, IN THEE, 0 LORD, DO I PUT FY
TRUST: 11T ~/LE NEVER BE PUT TO COl'TFUSION.

Since we all at'e still in the flesh of this life - the sinful flesh which 'We

received from our parents - it H01Jld be most foolhardy for us not to realize the
po\',oer of our flesh. And every Christian who tries to serve his Siwior and nraise
Him with a godly life knOHS the utter CO!'[FUSION or frustrations his flesh causes
While he tries to do what is right and proper. It is the "'~se Christian "~o Knows:
He who hesitates to trust in God is lost in merciless confusion ?nd shame.

Therefore, with David, the Christian is compelled to tum to the Lord and sav,
DELIVER J.1E IN THY HIGHTEOUSNESS. This means: Free me according to the faithful
promises which you, God, have made to all who trust in You. The Psalmist sa,rs, AND
CAUSE l"iE TO ESCJ.PE: INCiDINE THINE ErR UNTO 1m, AND SAVE I·IE. BE THOU ~.'Y ST-qONG HABI­
TATION, vv'HEREUNTO I LAY CONTINU itLLY RESORT.

llJhen trouble comes, when dilemmas frustrate us in our da.ily living, we natural­
ly want to run away to some hiding place in the mountains or hills al,'ay from everyone.
~Jhen David was young, he could flee into the caves and ravines of Palestine where
Saul could not find him. But now that he "ras old, running a'way from the enemy 'WaS

not always possible. As we Christians grow older in this earthly nilgrima~e, we
also learn that the only real safe hiding place is in God Himself ,'IIl10 is already
with us at all times. Let us also confidently ask God to be our nlace of refuge in
every trouble so that we also may continually RESORT or go to Him for help.

B. But why should we PUT our TRUST IN the LORD, our Savior? David knew why.
He says, THOU HJ\ST GIVEr; COliLANDlLNT TO SAVE rE: FOR THOU ART HY ROCK AND }'Y FOR'l­
RESS. David was confident that God had chosen him not only to be king of Israel,
which kingdom he had ruled for many yea.rs, but also tha.t God had decreed in HiS own
mind, according to His Olom mercy and grace, to SAVE David from the conseQuences of
his sins.

And is not this the trust in God's mercy which you and I should have'? As the
Scriptures say, "Perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath t01'Jllent, He that
feareth is not made perfect in love. II 1 John 4:18. Ve ought then to heed the nrom­
ise of Jesus with the eyes of faith. For our Lord says, "I give unto them (r"y sheep)
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of
Ny hand•••• and no man is able to pluck them out of I'~y Father's hand." cTohn 10:27-29.

If nothing can separate us from the love of God 'mich is in Christ Jesus (Rom.
g:39), then "mat TRUST in God should fill our hearts to the brimJ - "-that a hard time
we should have stopping our mouth from pratsing GodJ
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C. Trusting God as a child and in our teens, when it was eas~' - vras i.t not 6.
rewarded well by God? David vritnesses to this exoerience of everv ad1)lt Chris-
tian who has had the privilege of knowing God through Jesus 8S a chUd and teenager.

First David says, perhaps in regard to an accomplished revolt of his own son
Absolom, DELIVER l!E, 0 NY GOD, OUT OF THE HAFD OF THE llICI<I:D, OUT OF THE HAND OF THE
UNRIGHTEOUS AND 0RUEL rAN.

Then he goe s on to say, FOR THOU ART rY HOPE, 0 IDPJ) GOD: THOU ART l'Y TRUST
FRON MY YOUTH. BY THEE HAVEl Br:::EN HOLDEN UP FRat' THE T,,rm1B: THOU AR'l' HE THAT TOOK
l,ffi OUT OF HY bOTHER'S BOl,mLS: FY PR;~ISE SHI.LL BE COt-fTIPUAlLY OF TI-ffiE. I M1 AS A j,rON..;
DER UNTO ti"NY: BUT THOU ART [,:y STflONG nEFUGE. IET lY YOUTH Tn FILLED PITH THY PRAISE
ArrD 1)ITH THY HONOUR ALL THE Dl,Y.

Think of the days '\omen as a child you wondered if there would be enou~h clothing
and food. Think of the times when as a child ,~u were stricken with sickness. If
you iN"ei'e a Christian, rernember how ~lOU told yourself God would provide according to
His power and will? Did :rou lack anythinrr as a child?

Yea, from the day of our birth, through all, those hard years of fears and tears,
\.roa a~a not put us to shame for our trust. In H::I.m. He re1.rarded our trust "\I..d.th bless­
ing upon blessing so that today also i'Te must honestly say "",rith David, LET j:y' j~OUTH BE
FILLED lJITH THY Prt,-USE AND lITTH THY H0110UR ALL THE DAY.

So why do Christians praise God? \tle see from our text and from our exnerience
that we Christians 'Draise God because such 'Draise flmofs from our trust in God's
mercies. .

There is a second reason why Christians oraise God:

.P_._~~;se for God is a etrive in the Christian.

A. This desire in the ChristiBh to praise God is often so strong that it nravs
for the destruction of enemies who would silence it. David's zeal for God drove
him to this wish.

David prays, CAST LE NOT OFF In THE TIYE OF OLD AGE; FORSAI("E YE Nr'T HREN 1"Y
STRENGTH FAlLETH. FOn flUTE EJ~E1-IES SPEM( AGAINST rr,E; 1\.1'1D THEY TH'T LAY "UT FOR I1Y
SOUL TAKE COUNSEL TOGETHEH, Si,YHTG, GOD H.'\TH FORSAKEn HIY: PERSECU'IEAND Tr.Im HUT: FOR
THERE IS NONE TO D~LIV;~H HTl-.

o GOD, BE !\TOT Ft\R FROr· hE: 0 :~ GOD, r'AKE HASTE FO:1 l-Y HLLP. LET THEF BE CON­
FOUNDED AND C'JlTSUMED TT.VT ARE ADVERS~.RIES TO YY SOUL; 13T THEY BE COVETr'i.:D TTJTH RE­
PROACH AND DrSHONOU;t THAT SErK IY HURT.

Hhile we pray for the conversion of our enemies who '-'.Iould silence our tonP-'Ues so
that 'we could no longer teach the TTord to our neighbors, we also must at times when
the enemy is more bold, pray that God remove them from our presence so thpt the', do
not accomplish t·leir murderous minds.

B. Hhy did David pray thct God consume his enemies? David sa'TS, ••• HIT!1ERTO
HAVE I DLCLAltED THY 1·0NDROUS ITORKS. j T01·' (,130 ; 'HEN I [\Y OLD AND GFU\~AJJED, 0 GOD,
FOllSJ.1.KE rE NOT; UNTIL I HAVE SHJ:\JED THY STIEl'GTH UJ<TTO TT.:JIS GHJERATION, MTD THY POTIER
TO EVERY ONE TH '\T IS TO COriE.

The one and only purpose for ~~ich King David lived and ~~nted to continue to
live under the protection of God was that he might praise God's name - by praising
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His "fOrks, His love, His tender compassion, and faithfulness - to his r:.EIlFP!L-·
TION and to EVEliY ONE TEATIS TO COr,LE.

,..;
( .

How the Spirit of God still speaks to our troubled consciences and our fearful
hearts through-the mouth of Davidl- Using the occasions of David's troubled life, the
Spirit continually comforts and guides us all-rays when 't<ra humbly approach God's I'JolDd
for help in our troubled lives.

And is not our aim also in this life simibr to David's? Do 't<TEl not also long to
shew forth the praises of Him who 11ath called us out of darkness into His marvelous
light? HOi1'~ should pray th~t God does not let our enemies silence us so that we
lose our yearning to repch those in darkness with the graciousness of God in Christ
Jesus l hay God I s Spirit lJrevent each of us from contributing to the gro'l\'ing silence
of the pure ~Jord of the Gospel upon this troubled globe.

III. Praise fOF.-9:()_cLis alway~..£au~ed b~_ ~'..?-£dg!.llself.

A. David cannot hold hjrself back. The new man in him explodes with the words,
THY RIGHTEOUSNESS AIJSO, 0 rrOD, IS ilE:cY HIGH, \{T!iO H/tST DC)i\TE GREAT THTT'TGS: 0 nOD, 1,r1iO
IS LIKE UNTO THEE, The merciful deliverances from all his enemies was so fixed in
David I s mind that there 'vas not room for any possihEitv th" t God was not good to him
every day of his life.

David says, THOU, 'BICH HAST SHElJED jiB GF.EAT um ,sam: TROUPIES, SHALT (\TTICKE}T FE
AGAIN, l,ND SH,lLT BRING IB UP AGAIN F]01- THE DEPTHS OF THE E'1TH. THOU SHf.,LT Il'TCT:1E1\SE
LY GHEATNESS, AND COl FonT IE ON EVi~:rr SIDE.

David was absolutely confident thAt even thoue'h he was in the last days of his
life he would, after death, be nade alive a~ain and bl brouppt before r~d's throne of'
grace, where God "J'Ould ret-la,rd him graciously for all that he suffered innocently herel
David was certin that eternal comfort from all his earthly "JOes 'would surround him
fore\ITer and ever and ever.

B. HOyJ did David come to tJ1is certainty and comfort?
In the first place, God l§ T'1UTH made David praise God. David says, I "TLL ALSO

P,-ii-tISE THiE '·,ITH THZ PSl\.LTZRY, EVEl1 THY TRUTH, 0 FY GOD: UNTO THEe FILL I SIl'TG HITH
THE HARP. God's t,'ord is TRUTH. ~Tohn 17:17.

The La",' had taught hire th~t it!. did no good to tr1T to forget or cover UT) his sins.
God knew them and wo"ld char[l'e him for them no matter how hardened he became unless
he repented. The Gospel, cO)'1ling from the mout~ of rathan, comforted him tremendously.

Today, the T,Jord of God is still the onl~r means b1T which God causes us to praise
Him. Is it not according to .Jesus t promise? If we continue in His liord, are ,..re not
joyfully free from all tyranny of sin, Ollr conscience, and the doctrines of men?

Another way r~d causes us Christians to praise Him is found in these words: a
THOU HOLY ONE OF ISHAEL, I'IT LIPS SHALL GREATLY REJOICE l.TI-JJ:~T I SIPG TJNTO TH:T; WD t'Y
SOUL, HInCH THOU HAS HEDEEn~D.

David kne,·[ of the Christ who w01l.ld Day for all his sins. He Jme,"! the Christ lArho
would cleanse his soul lrith His O1m blood, making it nure and holy for eternal life.
For without ouestton, the HCLY mL~ OF ISHftEL is the Christ. Acts 3: 14; J'ark 1: 24.

Thank God! Christ has redeemed us from the power of our flesh, sin, devil and
evil angel, and from all the world t § mi,P;ht which would destroy us and our soul.

Now, who is really confused in this ,",arId? Is it us Christians':' Do Ne haye
reason to fear? David concludes his Psalm, EY TONGUE ALSO SHALL 'I'HK OF TTJY RIE'rHT­
EOUSNESS ALL THE DAY LOllG: Fm THEY ABE Cf)lTFOUrD""D, FOR THEY A::m BROUGHT UNTO SHA}"E,
TI-V~.. T SEJ:K !:iY ;flJRT. If 1lJ'€ also are pntio!1t, like Da,'"id, "oJC \",ri.ll see all those of this
world ylho would prevent us from nraising God freely - '1e vdll kn01"r them to be etE':'­
nally confused, never again to h? rm or hurt or frustrate or confuse us. For someday
we shall reap eternal life, if Ke faint not. God grant this for Jesus' sake. Amen.
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Cyclopedia, page s 775, 776) • c

ilS the Lord was ~~th His own during the time of the Apostles, so also has He
been with us during these past years as a Conference of Christian congregations de­
siring to serve Him alone in carrying out the lIfork which He has laid before us.
After days of adversity God also grants us days of peace and rest until the author oj
all discord again gains entrance. The theme ,,/hich has been selected for this Conven..
tion is indeed most appropriate, therefore, because as a Conference 'Vote have every
reason to praise and magnify His Holy Name for the grace '''hich He hos bestov.'ed unon
us in contending for His Holy Lord. That fact that t~!El are still united in the faith
and that we still contend for that faith vmich was once delivered unto the saints,
is not due to our sagacity and shrewdness, but all is due to the mercy of Him ,,,ho -haf
called us out of darkness into HiS marvelous light. Hi.th the PS8.lmist ,\!El declare,
"Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Th:r llame give glory, for Thy mercy, and
for Thy truth's sake" (115:1).

Now then, let us direct our attention to the Hark which lies before us. ray ''Ie

bear in mind that in all of the thinp's upon Hl:ich \ole deliberate in the Convention,
as well as in our speech and behavior, that God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Sancti­
fier, is to te praised. To that end, it is the sincere Drayer of vour president that
a rich measure of the Holy Spirit mny be granted unto each of us!

Resnectfully submitted,

Rev. 11. L. Natterer, President

.--------
REPORT OF THE SEMINARY INSTRUCTOR

To the 1966 Convention

Dear Brethren:

The Lord did not see fit to send any students to the Seminary during this 'Oast
school year. The instructor therefore concentrated his efforts in serving his con-
gregation full-time, besides maintaining the Seminary library and adding a numher of
books for its improvement.

To date no inquiries or applications on the part of interested 'Or0snective stu­
dents have been received. 11e therefore continue to beseech the Lord of the Church
to let His good and gracious ':Jill be done among usl In His ovm good ttme may He
supply us with students if it be His 'v.i..lll

The instructor is hopeful that the Conference will find it nossible. under the
Lord, upon the favorable reaction of Peace Congregation, to adopt the ~emorial -of'
Chr!st Congregation concerning the relocation of the Seminary and the change in pro­
fessorship. This will in my htunble opinion be a definite step forward toward
improving the Seminary location and facilities, as '1611 as the qualitj" of the fl1cult~

May the Lord bless this undertaking according to His own good and gracious ~dll:

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. E. L. Fehlberg,

Instructor
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THE CHRISTIAN'S ENTIRE LIFE A LIFE OF PRAISE TO GOD

Essay delivered at triA Sixteenth Annual Convention of the Concordia
JJutllc::-an Ccnference by Pastor E. L. ITeh1berg

.',

Since our Conferen~e he.s chosen Plli,ISE as
certainly is most fitting that the Essay to be

the basis of its presentation and discussion.
topic assigned to me is:

its Convention Uotto this year,
delivered here should make that

This accounts for the fact that

it
topic

the

THE CHRISTIMJI S EJlJTIIlli LIFE, A LIFE OF PTi.USE TO GOD

This gives us opportunity to follow!l very natural and oractical division of the
subject into three po.rts:

1. The Early and Preparatory Years of a Christian's Life, a Life of
Pre.ise to God;

II. The Middle and Active Ye~rs of a Christian's Life, a Life of
Praise to God; and

III. The Late and Declining Years of a Christian 1sLife, n Life of
Praise to God.

By way of introduction, ~re note: 1) The meaning and use of the word ~raise in
the Holy Scriptures; 2) The Lord's will concerning a Christi:mfs life of praise to
Him; and 3) The Christian's motive in desiring, and his ability to live, a life of
praise to God during his entire life.

INTRODUCTION

The word ~raise, according to l)ebster's Dictionary, means: 1. To exryress appro­
bation (of); extol; commend. 2. To glori~l, esp. God, by homage; to magnify, es~. in
song. II This is also the sense in which the uord is used in the Holy Scrintures. In
fact, everything that a Christian doe s "lhich flo",rs from faith in Christ Jesus, is
some form of praise to God because he thereby gives honor and glory to God according
to His "vord.

2.

It is, indeed, the ..;ill of God that during his entire life a Christian should
live a life of praise to God.

In Psalm 150:6, the la,st verse of the Book of Psalms, we read: ULet every thing
that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord. 1I In Psalm 14g, for example,
all created things are called upon to praise the Lord: "All his ani'"els; sun and moon
••• and stars of light; heavens of heavens; dragons, fire, and hail; snm,r, and va- .
pours; stormy ~Qnd; mountain, and all hills, fruitful trees, and all cedars: beasts,
and all cattle; creepine thin[';s, and flying fowl: kings of the eC!rth, and all neon1e;
princes, and all judges of the earth: both young men, and maidens; old men and chil­
dren: let them praise the name of the Lord. Praise ye the Lord."

The Holy Spirit through the i>.postle Paul exhorts all true Christians to praise
God in this manner: IIWhatsoever ye do in Hard or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him," Col. 3:17. And in another refer­
ence, the same Apostle exhorts: 1114hether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoeve,,' ye
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do, do all to the glory of God, II 1 Cor. 10:31.
...
.' .•L J

Jesus, our Lord BCld Savior, taught that all His true followers should live a
life of praise to Gae. i'\Len He snoke these ,,"lOrds in His Senr.on on the I'Tount: "Seek ye
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,H llatt. 6:33. And He taught the sarne
in the se words: "lihosoever "lill come after me, let him deny himself, and take un his
cross, and fa110"I' me. For whosoever \'Jill save his life shall lose it; but whoso­
ever shall lose his life for my sake and the gosjJel's, the S<ime shall save it,"
i'ark 8:34-35. This same thought is expressed in these ,.,rords of our Lord's f\nostle~

HThey which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him ,,,t1ich died
for them, and rose again, II 2 Cor. 5: 15 •

From these Scriptures it is evident that it is God's "rill that during his entire
life, a Christian should live a life of praise to C~d.

Now let us note why every true Christian earnestly desires to live a life of
praise to God, and why he is able also to do so.

The Christian, indeed, earnestly desires to live a life of nraise to God. This
is true because he is a child of God through faith in Christ. There was a time in
his life, before he was converted to God by the Holy Ghost, "men he ~~s a child of
the devil: he came into t.he Norld as such. For he ".las just like all ot.hers born in
this world, whom the Anostle Paul describes .'1S being: IIdead in trespasses and sins
••• children of disobedience J II therefore, "by nature the child ren of wrath," Enh. 2:
Iff" and doomed to IIdamnation," John 5:29, as our Savior solenm1y declares. That
was the Christian's awful predicament vhen he was born, before he became a Christian!

But God, who is rich in mercy and in His great love, who 1I"d.ll have all men to
be saved, and to come unto the kn01,.rledge of the truth,!l 1 Tim. 2:4, determined to
Q!l'1TA t-ho J:1..l"";C!.+;!:lY'l n' .....o!)~"'rl" 'hoPI""\'V'Oo h';C' r'lYl.o.""'l+41'""\1"'\ (l:j.,.......'h , .. ", ....,.,..",.1 +"'n~';-,....T't-O E':'~"""" \,4."., U~1l"'!I"''-''''_ "' .. .&_ ........... .a.~..., .... ..A.<...W.~ Y.I.",A. '-"-4. ......eJ ....._ .... v ... V 1.4............ .L ...... c.J.v.... v .... \.l,.Jj .... J,.l • ..4_&+/ Cl..L.l.U IoIJ..&.v'&'v,L.v.&.v II;1VJ.J.\,oI J.l .....,uL 11 ..... 0

saving~lord and baptismal grace. By means of these, he, a lost and condemned sinner,
1ffiS quickened, reborn, and made spiritually alive, so that he repented of his sins,
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and ~~s enabled to live a new life by the nower
of the Spirit of God (1 John 4:9-13).

Having by the grace of God e~erienced this spiritual regeneration from a child
of the devil into a child of God, the Christian through faith in Jesus now lives a
new life in God. He finds that sin is still present in hL~ (Rom. 7:21), corrunting
him; for out of his heart, even as a Christian, as our Savior tea.ches: "nroceed'evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasnhemies," .
Natt. 15:19; as the Prophet Isaiah a.lso testifies: "',Te are all as an unclean thing,
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags," Is. 64:6. But the Christian dis­
covers that by faith in Jesus he can resist these wicked thoughts, so that they do
not rule him. He finds t~at he is able to overcome the evil te~ptations of the world
around about him, and that Satan no more can rule him. none of these any lonr:er have
dominion over him U1.om. 6: 1.4). And although in this life he never is fl,tle to reach
perfection, nevertheless, he earnestly and repentantly strives after greater holiness
of lifl'; (1 Thess. 4:3), as the Apostle Paul did, who confesses: lIl'Jot as though I had
attained, either were alread;,r perfect: but I fol101¥' after," Phil. 3:12.

And when on account of his sinful flesh, the Christian in weakness transgresses
agaim:t, the Lord I s Commandments, the Holy Snirit dwellinr; in him, "mo ha s I;iven him
a repentent heart, causes him to be grieved for havin,"! sinned against God and pronmts
him to confess his sins and tr'..lst in Jesus! c1eansimc blood for forgiveness II J0h~

1: 7), There in Jesus I blood the Christian constantly finds peace of heart ar,d mbd
(::s. 26:3), knot-ring that throu&~ Jesus' blood and righteousness he has been declaw,d
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righteous by God, so that he now by faith ~ossesses the righteousness which
God demands in order to be saved (Rom. 5:1).

. ~

J--01

Since the Chrisda.;'1. in thi1:' 1'loy has found peace 1,'ith God through faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ, he l"ves :ii)("1 be~au.se God first so loved him (1 John 4:19) and con­
tinues to love him as Hiz r8jn6med child. Although he has learned from the Holy
Scriptures that as God IS child he flmust t~rough much tribulation enter into the king­
dom of God," ACts 14:22. nevertheless he has by God's sanctifying Spirit also learned
that all such tribu1u.tions are sent him by the heavenl;! Father as a necessary part of
his Christian training in godliness (Heb. 12:6,11). He now has the blessed asSur­
ance that "all things ';fork together for good to them that love God," TIom. 8:28. This
causes him to be able even to "glory in tribulations, II TIom. 5: 3, bec;:>use the love of
God is thereby I'shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us,rt
Rom. 5:5. He learns, more and more, to "count it all jo;r," James 1:2, Hhen God sends
him trials because they serve to im;:>rove him in his efforts to lead an ever more
godly life (1 Pet. 1:3-9; 2 ?et. 1:5~11) to the praise of God.

vfuen doubts assail the Christian concerning his salv8tion, on account of his
sinful flesh and daily failings, he renentantly looks avTa:Jr from his oc·m. sinful im-
perfection to Jesus' Gosr-el promises that Itthe ~ates of hell shall not l1re'\rail
against" His Church, r:att. 16:18. The Christian then becomes ever more certa.in that
God will nreserve him in the true faith to a blessed end becAuse, according to God's·
ovm purpose and grace, ~~ich was in Christ Jesus, given hj~ and all the elect (2 Tim.
'.0) \"0 ",",!'JI:' """OOY\ '1""\.,...o,4~_c+.j""~+£'l~ +"" ~f"!l'T"""+';""''''' .... 'I"\,..l +\-"~'Yto<'!'\.f'_,..,,,, ""l"lo Y"J~r\,4 _~ .. ,.~"" ,p~..." ..... +""'~ ..... .JJ> ,~- L.l(4'-o1 v .............. .l p,l."'u,,\..;u .... ..J,. ... J,L.i,.v'""\..._ \,IV IoJO'...L..VQv.....vJ..l, Qj..lU VLL\""O..L~.LV..Lv llv J..n.... Vu J..lVYv.... ...L ..... O,,L Vl.lf,.A.V

God "Jill forsake him (':;;nh. 1:3-6; Rom. 8:28-30; Acts 13 :4f';). He confidently trusts
the Savior's assurance: "1,Jeither shall any man nluck my shee~ out of my hend," John
10:28.

Having thus learned to know God by a living faith in ,Jesus, by means of the
sanctifying influence of the Holy Ghost through the fiord and the Holy Sacraments,
the Christian, though he also in his sinful weakness exneriences times when great
gloom and sadness threaten to destroy his faith entirely, still ~'ith r~d's help he
is able to an ever greater degree to rejoice bec2use he knows that His I~rd is always
at hand (Phil. 4 :4-7). Into His care he therefore entrusts his entire eo.rthl:' life,
being assured that the lord loTill direct his ryaths (Prov. 3:5-6) in such a way that
they have a blessed end vlhen he falls asleep in ,Jesus' woundS, in "lhose oorfect
righteousness he will be able to stend before his God ~men he reaches the heavenly
land! His heart rejoices in the sure hope of the resurrection~ as he tru.sts the
"Tords of his Savior: "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me
though he were dead, yet shall he live: nno whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die," John 11:25-26. Death therefore more and more loses its terror for
him because the Holy Spirit assures huu th2t it now has becoBe a gateway to the
eternal bliss of heaven where he sh?ll be ·hrith his Lord forever (1 Thess. 4:13-Hn.
He therefore has "a desire to de~rt, <;nd to be l'rith Christ; which is far better,"
Phil. 1: 23.

fIll these blessed consideratL-ms concerning his salvation unite in nrompting
the CJ16stian throughout his life to resist the v'icked inclinations C)f his eviJ flesh
and to p~t forth his best efforts to love and rylease God, v~o first loved hL~ (Ps.
~.:7-12; 119:165). Eis quickened and renel,'ed heen by a living fait!-! in Jesus de­
sire s ',Ad.tIl gl~.cL.""1es s a.nd thanksgi"ring to S8r~"e Him all tho e da:.rs of hi 5 life. He
therefore he~ceforth endeavors no lon~er to please himself (Rom. 15:1-7) hut to
pleas,:; his Lord as the supre:ne joy and ambition of his heart, tha.t he may praise
God I s glCJt'icus name all his days! 1'ith undying gratitu.de to the Lord, he earnestly
se61.~s to keep in Bind the l:ords of the Lord 1s Ar)ostle: H\1}ijt, "~:no~~! ye not "Ghf:t ;~rOllr

~f jy :i.:: th"l temple of the Holy G:,ost which is in vou, ,,,hich ye htnre of God, and JP
a:-c' ·,ct ~ro'lr ot'l1.? For ye are bought l\1ith a Drice: therefore glorify Good in vour
'0('8]: a~.'d in your spirit, ·which are God's," 1 Cor. 6:19-20. And from the green ;c'.')-
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tures of God IS :Tord and the Holy Sacraments he draws the spiritual life he needs J'3
in his earnest endeavors to l.ivo his (mtire life to praise CrOd. He seeks after
that blessedness enjoyed b~T the man I!th3t 1h!alketh not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor standeth in the 1c:l.~r (»).' s~_nl1.er:"l, DH' sitteth in the seat of the scornfuL But his
delight is in the lave of tl'3 L0::,(1; 2nd in his law doth he mecitate da~r and ni$t.
And He shall be lil\:o a tn.l€ p18.~1ted b~r the rivers of l1ater, that bringeth forth his
fruit in his season; his 1e"f also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall
prosper," Ps. 1:1-3-

Having now reen introduced to the Christian, vlho I trust is vau and I, and most
assuredly is every truE: believer every\"here, let us now note in a 1')ractical \,oray ho,,"'
the Christian's entire life is a life of praise to Credo This incDldes, first of all:

THE EARLY j,ND PHEP:I1U,TORY YE!\\S OF t. CHRISTI',!'r.') LIFE,
, LIFE OF PRi... rS[ TO GOD.

I'!hen the Christian thin'<.:s rbo~lt the earlY and preparatory years of his life, he
should be moved to praise Goel for them all!

1. His PhJ'sical Birth

He should recall to mnd that his coming into this world "ras not the :result of
an evolutionary process which made hL-n the descendant of a monkey, and ape, a fish,
etc. It should fill him ~dth ~raise to God to be able to trace his ancestry back to
human beings, to !).dam and Eve, the crm-m of God's creation, irlhen in tho se fir st six,
twenty-four hour days He created heaven and earth and all creatures (Gen. 1 and 2).
The Christian should further praise God 1~en he notes that, in distinction from all
the an~ilals, God endowed him w~th a ffilperior body, an intelli~ent rrand, ~nd an lin­
mortal soul!

Yes, the Christian should realize that he, indeed, received his soul and body
with all their members from his parents, but th"t it Has God 'working in and through
them who actually accomplished this (Gen. 3~:1-6; Acts 17:25-26), so that his coming
into this 1rI'Orld was the resu:!.t of ("'.lOd I S eternal plan and the product alone of His
almighty creative hand, as Job of old declares: "Thine hands have made me and fash­
iorled Tne..... Thou hast gl"d.rrt,ed rr.€ life and fa-v'our, and thy· visitption hath -preserved
my spirit,!' Job lO:Sff, The Christi3.n 1s physical beginning, develo1'Jl!tent, and comple­
tion. 1vaS all the result of God f s creative counsel, as the Psalmist exnlains: "ry
substance 1tIaS not hid from thee when I wa s made in secret, and curiously l'rrought in .
the 1m'Jest parts of the e,u'th. Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unTJerfect,
and in thy book all my members were hrritten, 1tEich in continuance 1t~re fashioned,
when as yet there '\fas none of them," Ps. 139:15-16.

Such solemn and awe-inspiring reflections sho'lld cause the Christian to join in
with the Psalmist in raising his hee rt to the Lord and exclaimiDi!: III 1,1.n praise
thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are thy works; and that my
soul knmveth right well," Fs, 139:14.

2. His S,iritual Birth.

The Christien, hOH€ver, should be prompted to even grcnter praise of the'Lord
when he reflects on his spiritual birth. If he became a Christian at infancy, he
flhould praise Goe: for having so early in life, through the rerrenerating washin{" of
haptis::J.al g:r!1.ce (Titus 3:4-7), rescued him from his natural spiritual father, the
G..,;vilj C'nd for having ad"lpted him into His mID family as !-lis redeemed child t'~rough

th:l c,""stowal of faith in Jesus by the pm"er of the Holy Sryirit tl1rough the \Tord (John
3:5·-6; 1 Pet. 3:21; Gal. 3:26-27).
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As he reflects on this miracle of God's love, the Christian also should ...4,

praise God for the gift of God-fearing parents if God so blessed him,vmo early
brought him, in his helplessness, to the baptismal font, ~mo tenderly c~red for his
body but were equally concerned about the welfare of his precious' sotl1, and 1-mo there­
for taught him, as he grel'! older, to lis:; the s,lJeet nare of Jesus, his dear Savior
and Good Shepherd, and helped him to fold his little hands in prayer to his hea.venly
Father.

The Christian should praise God for all these 11is spiritual blessings ,·rr1ich were
bestowed upon him during his infancy, for they ""rere all gifts of His unmerited love
and kindness through Jesus Christ.

3. His Childhood

~~en the Christian looks back on his childhood, if he was nrivileged to have a
Christian home life, no less shol~ld he praise ("rOd for his contirmed growth "in the
grace and in the knowledge of our Y.JJrd and Savior <Tesus Christ," 2 Pet. 3:le. He
should thank God for the health:r and ;Jerfect bod3r given him, also for its further
development, making it possible for him, by and by, to recognize things ever more in­
telligently. to develop in his thinkinp.. to walk. and talk. The Christian should
especially' praise God for the blessings'hhich caused him to become more personally
conscious of his faith in Jesus; for exam'Jle, hm\T on his mother's knee he was taught
the wonderful stories of Jesus' love from God 's '.Tord, the Holy Bible; ho,,' his fa.ther
in the family circle led them in prayers of grace and thanksgiving at meals and
taught him aloo in special family devotions and at other tirre s to knot" God's iTord
better and to put all his trust in Jesus, "'ho sends His holy angels so th~t the ""'!ck­
ed foe may have no power over us by night or by day. The Christian also should praise
God for the worship services which his parents regula.rly attended with him at their
side. He may recall hO'!'J he l"iaS deeply ir-'pressed by the s"reet singing of the congre­
gation, the solemn prayers, the pastor's earnest preaching, the bantism of other
little children; seeing his parents, together vd.th the other members of the congrega­
tion, humbly kneeling at the cO~~lnion rail at the Lord's Table. He may recall also
the collection plate into which he, too, 1~~S permitted to place an offerin~ for the'
l~ork of the Lord. These are all precious experiences 1'hich the Christian may recall,
through 1.mich the Holy Ghost brought him clo ser to his Scwior.

The Christian may recall how during tl-J.ose tender years he learned more and more
to love God's VJord and become better acquainted l\uth it at home, in the church, Sun­
day School, and Christian Day .3chool 1'ihich he may have attended. He shonld recall
how the Holy Spirit through these means taught him that he should fear, lo',e, and
trust in God above all thj_n 0 s; not take God's name in vain but CAll unen it in eve~J

trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks to God for everything; and gladly hear and
learn God's lIord at home and in the congregation and school from his narents, pastor,
and Christian teachers, and by P1eans of his O1\1n rJ€rsonal study of the ~ :ord. He
learned thE·t to hate anyone is murder in God's sight, and th gt he should ali-rays be
friendly and hherever DOssible help and hefriend his neighbor. He leArned to know
that there is a right and ;"Tong use of sex, thf·t marriage is a l!ood divine institu­
tion which is intended by C~d to be lifelong, a bond ~mich ~ust never be broken by a
Christian, and that we all should lead a chaste and decent life in all our thou~hts,

desires, words, and deeds. SteaFng, bearing false vritness, 8.nd coveting our neigh­
bor's possessions, the Christian also learned were forbidden by God; that ,\~ are
alwayS to put the best construction on tile words and actions of our neighbor and
help him keep, improve, and protect his property and business. Yes, he learned that
no man can keep this holy La" of God perfectly, as God recuires; th:'lt it condemns us
all as lost sinners (Jarres 2:10; GaL 3:10); and that God in His wrath would cast
all transgressors of His Ten Commandments into hellfire, unless they re:;ent of the ir
S:'.r..'3 and trust in Jesus for forgivene SSe This saving grace had first been given the
Christian in Baptism and was now offered and further bestow-ed upon him b,r the Hord of
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God, ~~ich indeed showed him his sin and God's ~~ath,Dut which eSDecially showed 15.

him God' 5 love .in Christ, who perfectly fulfilled all righteousness of the La,.,
for us and all sinners, so that by faith in Him we have the righteousress which God
accepts and the pOtller to lead a God-pleasing life accord·ng to His ,rord as a natural
and necessary fr1dt of faith.

As a growing child, the Christ:i.an may hnve exnerienced man;lT a. time "hen his evil
flesh l118de him rebel against God's 1iiord and the authori tv of those whom God had Dlac­
ed over him in hoWe, church, school, and state. He will recall how in his sinful
weakness he daily tra.nsgressed God's Hol;'T COIljJUandments. But he ShQ1..1'_d l"'Jraise God for
the Christian discipline of his parents during those critical yel"rs; l,hen out of love
for him and in glad obedience to God's Ford they used the rod on him ~rhen it "JaS need­
ed (Prov. 13:24; 19:16; 22:6,15; 29:15), and by the right use of God's Law a.nd Gosnel
(Eph. 6:4) helped him, so that from a godlv heart he learned ever better to submit
himself humbly and repentantly to God's "ord, 1,ihat a jo~rful exnerience that· is v·then
a young Christian 1.... ecomes more and more conscious of God's indwelling Spir! t, who
gave him the earnest desire ~nd the strength to become more and ~ore holv in his
heart and conduct, making ever grerter ~ropress in loving God above all thin~s and
his neighbor as himself. Hoe, jo;,{fully he then also gives all praise to God as he
gains victory after victory over the devil, the Vlorld, and his own sinful flesh!
I,mat wonderful oomfort of heart he receives as through faith in JeSUs he obtc>ins for-
giveness of sins, life, and the sure hope of salv"1tion! The progress he also made in
the groi~h and development of his body and mind, are reason for further nraise to the
Lord.

The Christian may recall haN va th the help of his parents, pastor, a.nd Christian
teachers, and with God's gracious blessings also on his ovm efforts, he reached the
aee where he had learned the precious, saving truths of the Catechism. Ho'IrT on Con-'
firmation day he was, therefore, readv to confess his faith before the congregation,
renevring and confin,ing the solemn covenant 11Ihich at his baptism he hel.d made with
the Triune God: renouncing the devil, and all his 'WOrks and all his ways. How in the
presence of the congregation and before God, he promised to remain faithful, "dth
God's help, to the true confession of God I s Ford and to suffer the loss of all things
even death, rather than f211 away from it. Ho1\' ldth joyful heart at the Lord's al­
tar, kneeling, he gave his tremblin~ hand as a nledge of his promise, and received
the blessing of God, which he knew wo'tld remain vJith him all his earthly days. He
may recall his Confinna tion Verse, the s})€cial \lord of God chosen for hin by his PB.S­

tor, one he never forgot in his life beCAuse it proved to be an endless source of
divine pov.'er and comfort all his days.

The Christian recalls hOl'T he became a regular communicant member of the congre­
gation. How with great desire he partook of his first Communion. He may recall how
the true body and blood of Jesus, which he received, under, in" and with the bread .
and wine of the Holy Sacrarrsnt, strengthened his faith, increased his love and hope,
brought peace to his pardoned soul, and enabled him to serve his Lord and fel1m..,. man
the rr.ore feithfully and joyfully. H01'l he learned to nrize as his hip,herst earthly
:;osscssions this blessed SU:Jper and his Ba1Jtism, the visible seals of God's covenant
of grace with him, together with God's entire revenled Ford; for therehy .Jesus con- .
tinned to nourish his needy soul Flnd dwell in him i-rith the Father and the Holy Ghost,
to the safekeeping of his body and soul unto eternal life!

The Christian Sh01:~ld prolise God for these and all other rich blessings l,,~ich the
Lord may h&ve sho".rered uprm him during his childhood.

4. His Youth.

The youthful Christian, as a teen-agar, finds himself going through a most ~e7­

olutionary period of life, in w~ich he passes from childhood into adulthood. At
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this stage in life he finds himself more and more occupied 1'1th thoughts and 16.
concerns about the future: vmat kind of a calling in life he should prepare
for. The Christian should remember here, too, that whatever hi~ earthly calling may
turn out to be, he should be determined tha.t it must serve to the praise of hi;:; ~n­
der~~l, lo\~ng God.

tJith his parents' and pastor's encoura,gement the young Christian learns that he
should commit his life into the h?nds of the Lord; th~t he should ask his heavenly
Father for Jesus' sake to direct his life for him by His Holy Snirit according to his
Hard, to the glory of His name and the extension of His Church. To that end, as a
believing and obedient child of God, he 1IJ".nts his life's motto to Ce the 1'\OrdS of Je­
sus: IISeek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you,ll Eatt. 6:33. j;nd he also hants to make the same use of the
'Wisdom of Proverbs: I'Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways aclmOlIJledge him, and he shall direct thy na.ths,"
Prav. 3: 5-6.

In choosing a vocation, the younf Christian, therefore, should ~lace the Whole
matter before the Lord in prayer. He should listen especially to his Christian nar­
ents, pastor, and brethren, as they point out to him that ",hatever he undertakes 'in
life, it should be to glorify God. To this he ou~ht to readily agree. He should,
therefore, carefully listen When they point out to him special gifts of ability ~~th

which the Lord has endo"€d him in body, and mind, and snirit. His true Christian ad­
visers should remind him that the highest calling possible for him here on earth is
that of being a pastor (1 Tim. 3:1; 5:17; Acts 20:2$; Is. 52:7), and if he seems
talented in that direction, they should urea him to give it first consideration in
his life. If the Christian is a daughter, they should remind her thC!t the highest
calling ?ossible for her is that of being a Christian homemaker (Prov. 31:10-31;
1 T"'im ").Q 11:;: • .c;:.l'. tp'+"'C' ').}. t::) l·n,.,.n"'''''~~ _...., __ ....l \." _ +k_ "t..._~_""'..: __ t...
-. ... ....,..... _. I ........~' ".,.~, ...... uwu ~.&+=.". ..u..... v.Uv... .;:JU.L.J. Vol. Ua.U.t'..,J.IVvJ,., \J'!!'l;;; VUJ....l.C)\J.LCll.J ~vvu.lJU

should observe the advice of his parents and teacher'S ".'hen, in the fear of God, he
weighs all the considerations involved in choosing some calling in wh';_ch he can best
serve the Lord and his fel101'-" men. 1'!hatever calling he finally is led to choose, un­
der the Lord t s gU.idanee, he should arypl~y hiJ\1self to the fu~ll extent in nrena.rin,g for
it (1 Pet. 5:5-7).

During these critical years he should recognize that the devil, the seductive
world, and his own sinful flesh, nOl f especially, seek to overthro"r his faith in
Christ. Sometimes these may get thebest of him, and he may weep bitter tears of re­
pentance; yes, when that happens let him cry to God for pardon and reneNed strength '
to ".rin the battle! Let him then never forget that the Savior 1'Jill never forsake him,
and that the Lord ~~11 give him the desired help, ~lidance, and strengt~ to gain the
victory (Ps. 50:15; 57:1-2; 119:165; 1 Pet. 5:6-11).

During this tiP.le in his life the young Christian genera1ly exneriences the de­
sire more and mor-e for the comrJanionshin of other teen-agers. 'merever TJOS5~O.Le he
should bec2reful to choose those as his comnanions ~mo are of his o~m faith. During
the school year and summer vacation he may meet such who belong to heterodox church­
es or v-ho are total unbelievers, even scoffers. He sho1J.ld ve1come this opportunity
to confess his faith in an effort to rescue them from their error and unbelief; for
he should not be "ashamed of the Gosool of Christ: for it is the nower of God unto
salvation to everyone that believeth," Rom. 1: 16, lIhile these latter associations
offer him a blessed opportunity to win souls for Christ, theY also involve dangers
to his soul. In all his youthful contacts he should therefore heed the Scriptural
advice of his Christian parents and pastor. He should remember the ~~rning word of
his Lord's faithful i,postle: "Be not deceived: evil col!lltlunications corrupt good man­
ners," 1 Cor. 15:33.

He should conscientiously. like Joseph of old (Gen. 39:7-9), flee youthful
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lusts (2 Tim. 2:22). In all he undertakes or plans to undertake, let him first 17"
ask himself: Can I do this to the glory of God? that, then, should decide the
issue for him. He must rely on God's l~ord as his unfailing r,.nide and endless source
of strength and comfort in his faithful efforts by 0 li \ling faith in LTeSUS to cope
with the many problems and battles of his youthful life (Ps. 119:97-106; 1 John 2:14­
17). He should stay away from places 1.ffiere he cannot take his Savior 1dth him; for
example where excessive drinking is carried on; "'here the Norldl~r dance is indulged
in; "Jhere theatrical productions are offered which YJresent immoral' or questionable
entertainment; and he should shun obscene literature (Enh. 5:1-21), lest Satan poison
his mind and destroy his soul. In all his thou.I!hts, Nards, a.nd actions he should
prayerfull,r endeavor to keep his renewed heart clean and nreserve a good conscience
before God and men. If his com1)anions turn out to be such who are leading him a1'ray
from the fellowship of JeSUs, he should choose rather to suffer the loss of his
earthly friends than to lose his precious SAvior (J:att. 16:24).

The young Christian should heed the godl" advice of his parents in goinpr out on
dates, and he should be careful first to obtain their full a.nprova.l before takinp
anyone seriously as a possible future rr~te ('rev. 31:10,30; 1 Cor. 7:36-37; Gen. 24:
1-9); for then God's blessings and guidance Fill be with him in this very im1')ortant
matter. For that reason he should hmllbly acce1')t the "Jarnings of his pa.rents and pas­
tor against the evils of mixed JIlurria!!es and the danR;er of a. foolish and frivolous
marriage, and he should note hOvT God in His ~[ord testifies against them (Cren. 6:2;
Ex. 34:12,16; Deut. 7:3-4; Josh. 23:12-16; Gen. 26:34f.; Jud~. 3:5-7; 1 Kinps 16:31).
He therefore should pray for and seek a truly Christian mate from among his own
brethren in the faith. If the Lord leads him otherwise, so that he finds a nrosnec­
tive mate i'Jho still does not have the saving truth, he should make use of the O1')nor­
tunity to lead such a one to the Savior and the full truth of His Ford. And he should
be careful to assure himself th~t she (or he, as the case may be) is one 1dth him in
the faith before he "lill consider engar-ement. He should look forward to the da.:! ­
~men, under the guidance of the Lord, he ~~11 be able to choose a Christian bride,
united v~th him in the faith, provide a h8~~, Christian home for her; and be the
father of children, the Lord 'Hilling. He ShOll1d c3rnestl:r ask the Loru 1.tO lead him
to the one whom He has destined he should have and to give hL~ the gift of diligence
and success in all his preparations for the future (Ps. 37:5).

The j'UU.1.1o Christian should stud:; hard in school and seek to prepare himself iIi

the best possible manner for the settled life ahead, the life l,ihich C'n)d has nlanned­
for hi.'ll. He may find it a real nroblen right1~r to divide his time between his horne,
church, and school activities; betv~en his ,~rk, sports, and recreation. But here
he should recogniz e that his parents, pestor, and other Christian brethren 1-lant to
help him, under the blessings of the Lord, to keep his balance, so th::>t also d11rinp
the time of his schooling he may give the Lord and His \'ord and his o~'m. sniritual
needs al"~ys first consideration.

IrJith his schooling now successfully completed and graduation behind him, the
youthful Christian is ready to undert~ke life as an adult, as a mature Christian, a
responsible citizen of the state, in nursuit of that calling in life for ~!hich the
Lord has especial1':r fitted him (Frov. 3:5-6; PSt 32:8; Is. 5~:1l; r:ph. 4:11).

With a heart full of gratitude the Christian should praise the Lord for all the
blessings shovTered upon him during the early and preparatory years of his life. He
has experienced the truth of God i s l'ord: IIFhereHithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? by takinG heed thereto accordj.ng to thy '\icord," T's. 119:9.
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II.
THE lIJDDIE & ACTIVE YEARS OF A CHRISTIAN'S LIFE

A LIFE OF PRAISE TO GOD.

HUh the challenge of adult life before him, the Christian, in the fe!3r of God,
humbly faces that challenge. He has ordinaril,r been ore·')8red for it through the
various educational relaticmshins in his Christian hone, in the church, and in the
state. His body, mind, and soul-life have been \\re11 develo-oed and have reached
their first adult sta ge of maturity. He 'learns nol' to enter into act.ive life to use
and develop further these eifts of God to their full notential and ability. Andhe
should be determined with God t s hlep to continue to live a life of praise to God,
according to His l~rd, in whatever vocation he was led, under the guidance of the
Lord, to follow as his life IS ltJOrk and calling.

1. His Entrance into Active Adult Life.

The young Christian, whether sin~le or married, should confidently entrust his
marital status, as he enters into active adult life, also into the loving hands of
the Lord and thereby seek, first and foremost, to live a life of praise to God.

In the case of some ChristiDns, the Lord has rylanned for them a single life,
and He has therefore endowed them "rUh the gift of continence (1 Cor. 7:7). The
single life is also an honorable one when it is lived in the fear of God a.nd to His
praise. In times of persecutions and onpressions the unmarried ChristiAn is able t.o
devote his abilities and energies to the service of the Lord "rith preater concentra­
tion of purpose than the married; he is concerned 1."bout the things of the Lord, hO',r
he may please the Lord without the common distractions of married life, as the Anos­
tIe sets forth in 1 Cor. 7:7,32-35,40. On the other hand, 1'ihen the times are not
unsettled, when marriag;e is greatlv desired but there are no nrosnects, in that case
the single Christian should not despair but le~ve that problem in the hands of his
dear Savior, ';fho does Hall th:'ngs v,ell,ll 1"ark 7:37. He should nrayerfullv 1001<: to
the Lord for continued guidance, being assured that "all things work together for
good to them that love God, "ilom. 8: 2R. His praise sholtld continue to be directed
to the Lord; his life should continue to ~ Christ-centered, being assured that then
"goodness and mercy shall fo11010[ me all the days of my life: and I ",rill dwell in the
house of the Lord forever," Fs. 23:6,

In the case of most Christians, hovever, the Lord has intended thAt they enter
marriage. Ordinarily, marriare is the e state in 1'ohich the Lord wants His DeoDle to
live (Gen. 2:18). B;lr this time in the Christian's young life, the Lord has usually
led him or her to a future mate~ to a. ,dfe, as his helpmeet (Gen. 2:1B; or to a hus­
band, as her head (Erh. 5:22-23).

Under the blessings and guidance of the Lord, the :TOung Christian "rill seek to
obtain the consent of the parents on both sides before becoming engaged to his
sweetheart. Although in the eyes of God they have by their engagement become hus­
band and 1'rife (Latt. 1:19,20,24), still they shou1d not live together as such until
the public ~~dding ceremony has taJ(en place; for corrman, Christian decency reauires
this and, in most States, also the Civil :Raw. The Christian couple ordinaribr shoHold
d€;sire a church wedding, in order that they may both enter the holY estate of mar­
riage with the assurance of the full olessings of God and of their nArents and
brethren. They should desire and earnestly strive to t hat end th'1t their marriaae
may redound entirely to the ~raise of God.

The Christian spouses should take their marriage voltrs seriously, 1\ritlr the full
intention, under God, to carro" them out during their lives. He nromises, as the
God-appointed head of his ,,':ife, to love and cherish her until death parts them; she
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promises, as the God-apPointed helpmeet of her husband, to love and obev him 19.
until death parts them (Gen. 2:H~; 1 Pet. 3:1-7; Eph. 5:22-33; Vatt. 19: 6;
1 Cor. 7:12-14). He promises faithful Iv to provide for his family (1 Tim. 5:~), and
she promises faithfully to mana~e the affairs of her household (Prov. 31:10-31).
Let them both confidently look to God alone for the grace to carry out these Chris­
tian promises (John 16:23-24; ratt. 6:19-34; 1='s. 37;5,23-::'5; t"att. 7:7-29; Luke 12:
15; Eph. 3:13-21), and they will most surely find reason during all the devs of their
wedded bliss to praise Him for His nromised grace (rys. 23; Phil. 4:4-13)!

As faithful Christians tl.e'r should repulate their maritel relatirmship according
to God's revealed will (Gen. 2:24; 1:2r; 1 Cor. 7:2-5; I Thess. 4:4; Reb. 13:4; Provo
5:15-19; EccL 9:9). They will then also look to the Lord for the blessing of child­
ren if it be His "Will to grant them the gift of parenthood (Gen. 1:22-2P; Ps. 100:3;
113:9; 127;3-5; 128; 1 Tim. 2:15; 5:14). Since Godls vord says that "children are
an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the Fomb is his rev'lard"; that "ha1')py is the
man that hath his C'uiver full of them," Fs. 127:3-5; and since the Lord plans and
regulates the number of children each Christian couple shall have by Himself granting
or withholding fr'Jitfulness (Gen. 17:21; 29:31; 30:1-2,22; 33: 5; 16:2; 20:1P; .rob 1:
1-2; 42:12-13; Luke 1:57-5S); for that renson they should trustingly ann gladly Per­
mit God's will to be done 'with them, knm\1i.ng, as Dr. C. rI. Zorn writes: u(God) no'lI'
wills that children be born of father 2nd mother in lvedlock until the number is
reached 1-hich He has purposed to create." (Questions on Christian Topics) Since the
Lord alone is the Giver and Preserver (rAl. 2:10; Fs. 36:6; 119:73) of all men, and
since the Christian cO'.wle have b~r faith in Jesus submitted their entire lives to
His loving c"'re (Ps. 31:15; 1 Pet. 5:7), they sh0111d leave the divine work of birth
control entirely in the Lord's all-wise ai!ld almi.['htv hands (Heb. 1:3), refusing to
usurp for themselves this exclusive privilege of God in f',I'anting or "rithho1ding chil­
dren; for they should not want to follml the fashion of the unbelieving and wicked
world (1 John 5-n9), lvtich is guided b-r the false 1Jrincble that man is the master
of his Oi\T!1 destiny a.nd therefore resuonsible onl" to himself for all his acts (Gen.
1:28; 38:9-10; 1 Tim. 5:14; 2:15). lIar should they perm.it the coveto'Qs world to ma.ke
them fearful about their ability as Christians to support a large familv, should the
Lord graciously grant that blessing; for the Lord '·rill "Orovide, His nromise stands
sure and certain to the end of days Oiatt. 6:25-34; "'5.37:25; 1 Y.ings 17:~-16; rfatt.
28: 20). The young married couple, as faithful Christians, vill believe, in harmony
with the revealed viord of God, that man is not to be classified ,~rith the brute beasts
of the field, but thAt he is the cr01-Jn of Goel's special creation «"ren. 1 and 2) and'
therefore the object of His s1Jecia1 tender love and eternal care; theY ",ri1.1 believe,
as God's t:ord tea ches, that God alone, as man's Creator, is also the Vaster of ma.n is
destiny (Eccl. 11:5, Job 10Y8-l2, 18: ps. 31:15; 37:5; Heb. 1:3; I Pet. 5:7; Provo
2~~24; Acts 17:26-27; Eph. 1:11-12; 2:10; Ps. 57+2).

2. His Hegular Fork and Calling.

Before the Christi&n settle s down in his chosen calUnf; and establishes his
home, he should first assure himself thatfue spiritual needs of his family will be
well taken care of in harmony 1Tith the Lord's 1,rill (Yatt. 6:33).

If his calling is th3t of a pastor, he finds this a less difficult rnBtter; for
he is a.b1e to spend all of his time in the snecial vrork of the Lord's ministrv. As
a pa.stor, the Christian should faithfu11v live according to God's Ford (1 Tirrl. 3:1-5;
Titus 1:5-9). In his life he vdll then eride~vor to follow the examnle of his Lord
Jesus, "Who came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and give his life a ran­
som for many, II ]';att. 20: 2EL He should therefore be readv to go wherever the Lord
sends him. He should fo11ol"i' the example of the great Apostle Paul, "'tIo unselfishly
and joyfully lived aIT,ong his countrymen and sour:ht to make disciples of aJ 1 men by
directing their hearts alone to Ghrist their SaY~_or and His 'ford (1 Cor. 1:23-25;
2:1-5; 9:19-23). To accomplish this end, like -'aul, the fa.ithful Christian 'Oastor
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will "gladly spend and be spent,1I 2 Cor. 12:15, for all men but especiallY for ~O.

the dear blood-bought members of his o~m flock (Acts 20:2~), and for his bre~

ren in the faith (Eph. 4:~-6), pastors and lavmen, as the Lord grants opportunitvand
success (1 Cor. 9:19-27; Phil. 1:20-30; 3:7-21; 4:1-13; 2 Tim. 4:1-g).

If the Christian is a layman, there is the ever-Tresent temptation of g~v~ng his
earthly job and income priority over everything else, settling down where his income
is likely to be the most lucrative, the conditions of living most attractive; and
then first looking around for a church to t8ke C8 re of his spiritual needs. The
Christian in faithfulness to his Lord O'att. 6:33; Heb. 10:23-25), first ShOllld ordi­
narily assure himself of the avai1ahilit" of a church of his O'\l1!1 f:3ith; having
attended to that, he then shollld seek eI!\')lo~nnent at that place or near b'r and e stab­
lish his business there. In order to do this, he rna'" find it neceSS'1rv to get along
on a smaller income and deprive himself, and his family if he is married, of a num­
ber of conveniences which other locations would offer. The Christian sholl1d gladly
make an~r earthly sacrifice to assure himself, and his dear farni1y if he is married.
of the important spiritual care of a 1'")a.stor and church "There he and his 0'''71 are able
regularly to attend church services and send his children to Sunday School a.nd to a
Christian Day School if possible; llhere they to?ether, as a famibr, may .ioin all the
brethren of the congregation in maintaining, promotina, and extending God's kingdom
at home and abroad by their prayers, personal service~'-and financial support (Fatt.
2~:19-20; 18:15-20; Heb. 10:23-25; 1 Cor. 9:14).

Having to the best of his ability, under God's graci0 us gni.dance, taken care of
these important needs, and those of his famil'v if he is married, he td.ll establish
his home there and should apply himself faithfully to his chosen calling or .iob.
Here again he should follm..! the same nrincin1es of life that, whatever he does in
word and deed, he earnestly endeavors to perform it to the glory of God and to the
welfare of his fel101", man, looking alone to the Lord for whatever measure of earthly
success He may have in store for him (Gen. 3:17-19; 3?:10: Deut. B:17-1~; Eccl. 9:11;
Ps, 118:8; 127:1-2; 147:10-15; 1 Cor. 15:10).

In his earthly calling or ,iob the Christian should respect his emDloyer and
seek to carry out his instructions sincerely and honestly as given by the LQrd Him­
self. Also in his earthly caU:ng he shonld remember that, first and foremost, he is
the servant of Christ, doing the ~~ll of God from the heart (Eph. 6:5-8).

If the Lord has made him an employer, the Christian should treat his employees
a s fellow human beings, l!hom he love s and to Hhom he give s a 1iva ble 'tva ge , He should
treat them in a friendly ma.n.Yler and 1'-lin their re spect by his upright, Christian
Qualities of character; and he should alv~ys kee~ in mind that, also as an employer,
his 11aster is in heaven, Hho doesn't prefer one to another (Eph. 61,9).

The Christian "Tife and mother should take up ner household vocation ~,Tith Chris­
tian cheerfulness and resignation, knoFing th2t the most lovr1y task she may find
necessary to perform is a golden \l]Qrk in the eyes of herSav:i.0r "Thorn she should con­
sciously serve in all she does. l'hen the burden of her callinf'" with the children
and other household resnonsibilities seems to UL~ her to the breakin~ point, she
should humbly remember the transgressirm of Eve, who originallY was the cause of all
the sin, grief, and tri.als 1rJhich she experie:'1ces in her role as lrife and mot'l1er.
vJith a repentant he3.rt she should turn to her Sa.vior and in His vTord obtain from Him
forgiveness, comfort, and strength to bravelv and joyfully face un to the bnrdens of
the day. She will then exnerience with ip:'ateful heart that as her dClY is, so her
strength is (Deut. 33:25; 1 Cor. 10:13), under the Lord's blessings. And vrhen her
husband comes home afte:- t!1e day's 1rlOrlr, the;", may then also take time out in the
evenj.ng t,:) ,joJ,n their voices in ','Jraise and t!1anl{sp'iving to the Lord for all His
b}Gssings, giving expression to an attitude of heart ~~ich they earnestly and daily
seek to maintain (Col. 3:15-17)1
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3. His Life as a Citizen of the Ste_te.

As an upright 8!'.d 1'8sponsibJ.e cit~zen of the state, the Christian "rill find it
necess~ry to keep c2.c'sa contact 1-"ith C(le so,~ial, e0on0T"i~, ,gnd political fortunes and
needs of his ovm cC'!],mnity and nation) as v..ell as tirosc of the v!orld. In this area,
too, he will earnestly striy'3 to live his life to the T)ra~se of God.

If he is a pastor, he should not enter actively into the noUtical, social, and
economic affairs of his lar'_d b~cause this v!ould interfere with his ministry of the
lIord as a preacher of the Gospel (2 Tim. 2:4; 4:1-5L He should recormize his call­
ing to be that of preparing men for heaven not to flake this world a better nlace to
live in by improvine social conditions. As a by-nraduct of his Casuel-nreaching
social conditions are, indeed, iF!Droved, and he he \-rill re ioice in this. He "Jill do
all he can as a citizen to Lmrove the living standards of society, but as a minister
of the Gospel he "rill stick to "is far r'ore ir portant Hork of saving sOl1ls for eter­
nity. As the sery~mt of the Lord he shon'd five his undivided attention night and
day to this his Lordis ~~nistry, endeavoring to prenare sinners for citizenship in
heaven, which is the su-"remely import<:mt need of all men here on earth (1 Tim. 2: 1-6).
Then his life "rill be a life of TJraise to God

J.r ne is <9 leyman, the Christian 1illl f 4 nd it neceSS8FlT, dependlnp on circum-­
stances, to involve himself mor,," or less actively in !Jolitics. If it is necessarv,
and if he has the pifts, he may l"illinp;ly accent a public office; yes, he may feel
prompted and rerm~aded to serve in the hiphest political offices of the land, if the
Lord so direct s the a frail's of his life. He should not, hOl,Jever, eng? p:e in ('Ue stion­
able or "dirty" politics. For in all his activities as a citizen he shollld not
permit his own se1fi~h, fleshly interests to rule him but alone the Snirit of r'Od; so
that he can serve to the glOFlJ of God and to the welfare of his fellow countrymen.
In order to do this nroperly he should be careful also to observe the ,scrintural
principle of the separotion of Church and State in all his activities (!·~att. 22:21).
He therefore v:illingl:y and honestly endeavors to pay all his tax obligations. He
Willingly also answers the call to arms when his government finds it necesSaFlT to
wage just wars (Luke 3 :14; Rom. l3:L). At the Sf1me time the Christian should look
to the Lord for all blessings, loJhntever the outcoma may be, accorcting to His good and
gracious will (Ps. 33:16-22; llP;S-9; 127:1-2; 11;7:10-l5). He sho',ld alFavs he loy­
al to his government, uphold the Constitution of the land, and use his voting nrivi­
leges to that end (Rom. 13:1-7.

The Christian and his family will earnestbr endeavor to be mode-Is of I"ood citi­
zenship. The;-r will therefore cheerfully ohe'T the laws of the land. The" ,.;ill not
join in rioting and civil disobedience. Thev wEI resnect and supnort aJJ th.ose in
authority and humbly submit themselves even though the lal"s be harsh, \<rit1-l the one
exception that when the government demands anything of them ''''hereb"lr tlley are compel­
led to transgress against the Lord end His 'lord, in that case thev "obey God rather
than men," i',cts 5: 29. They will endeavor never to forget that their real and 'J6r­
manent citizenship is in heaven (Heb. 11:13-16). They '\'Jill seek to keep in mind,
too, th?t the greatest help they can p:ive their cour.tr3T and all the nations of the
world is the preaching and teaclliDg of the Gospel and their Christian rr';vers (1 Tim.
2:1-4; James 5:16-18), Hhere;]'" they are able, under God's blessine,s, to further the
welfare of all men in body and soul: "Th:Clt lAre mew lead a ol1iet and neaceahle life in
all godliness and honest;T," 1 TiL-,. 2:2. The Christian nrC"dses God for the good gov­
ernment under vThieh He permits him to live here on earth.

4. His Life in the Church.

Th8 Christian's activity, his brotherlY interest ami participation, in the vfork
0.-:: h;.s d1Urch -"rill reflect his deep concern about maintaining, first and foremost,
h1::; ),eavenly citizen8hip (Col. 3:1-4; 2 Pet. 1:2-11) for himself, his family, his
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brethren in the faith, and for his fellow rr.en everYl,mere.

The firstfruits of the incorr:e of his earthly calling the Christian and his wife
should endeavor mutw\ll'r to aRree to set aside "Jee',dy as a 'dilling and grc>teful thank­
offering for the "fork of the l.ord (1 Cor. 16:2; Provo 3:9-10; Yale 3:10). They should
strive to be oh@el'ful givers because the Lord assures them that "he which s01tJeth boun­
tifully shall reap also bountifully," 2 Cor. 9:6-11 (Luke 6:3~; 21:1-4). lTith hearts
full of gratitude and praise to the Lord :or !~is free gift of salvation, they should .
keep in mind the "fords of the Lord Jesus: rrIt is more blessed to give than to receive ,"
Acts 20:35.

The Christian should actively and faithfully SllPPCrl the l,·rork of the church at
home and abroad. Since this is the most importHnt work possible in this life, he
should freely give of his money, tine, and personal talents in the service of the
Lord in the congregation and in the wider fellowship of the church-body to which he
belongs (Rom. 12:1=11).

He should listen to the caned pastor of his congregation with sincere resnect,
knowing thnt he is the Lord's aIm 'personal ambassador (2 Cor. 5:20). The Christian'
should give his pastor "double honor" because it i$ God's "Jill (1 Tim. 5:17); for he,
as pastor, fills the most blessed and highest office possible among men here on
earth. The Christian should gladlY recognhe this and seek bv his godlY attitude
toward his pastor to shm" it by snbm:itting himself at all tiJ'lles to the Lord t s I'ford
which his pastor preaches and teaches and in caring for his pastorls bodily needs
(1 Cor. 9: 14).

The Christian should regularly attend the voters' meetings of the congregation,­
in order that the Lordts ~~rk may be carried out according to His ~dll (1 Cor. 14:12,
34-35; },att. 18:15-20; 28:1~-20; 1 Tim. 2:11-12; Heb. 10:23-25). He should willing­
ly serve in whatever office the congregation has duly elected to place him (1 Cor.
12:7, 1 Tim. 3:8-13). In all matters of doctrine and practice the Christian should
hUi1ibly subrrdt to God!s ~Ford and firr.11;y- al)ide by- it, dev-iati:ng ill 110 'hrav troIn it
(Deut. 12:32; Provo 30:5-6; 2 Tim. 3:15-17; John 8:31-32; Is. 8:20; I-att. 7:15-21;
Rom. 16:17-18), regardless of the consequences, giving all praise to God. On the
other hand, in all such matters vmich God has left to the Christianls free choice
and personal judgment, in adiaphora (things or acts ',rhich are neither commanded nor
forbidden in God's t'ord), the Christian should not insist on having his own personal
opinion followed; he sho\J,ld not quarrel and bicker but cheerfully foll01>! the 'frill of
the majority, not abusing his liberty in the Gospel (Gal. 5:13-15), in order that he
may serve his brethren in love, keep peace in the church (Rom. 12:16-21; 1 Cor. 14:
40), and thereby glorify the name of the Lord. He should gladly, out of love for his
Savior, offer his services "rherever these can be used in the congregation. He should
regularly attend the Bible classes offered b:lr the congregation, ever seeking to ngrow
in grace, and in the 1m01"'le ::ipe of our Lord and Savior IT eSUS Christ," 2 net. 3: lP.

The Christian, besides .,eing active in his ovm cOnf;regation, should also be
prompted by the love of the Savior to show a ~111ing snirit in serving the church at
large (Gal. 6: 10). He should gladlY serve his congregation as a delegate to the
church conventions, also at the sacrifice of his ovm convenience and money, where
necessary and possible, under the Lord. He s1101:1d offer his time and talents a.lso
in behalf of the church ut large bv serving wherever he is needed and \-Thenevl"r it is
possible. 11e should enc01:rape his brethren in the congregation to 110st a. convention
whenever the need is there. He should also help the congregation to preDare for
such an occasion. And his ..life sholl1d be equally l.111ing to share her talents And
time in the work of the convention and for the Drenaration and servin~ of ~matever

meals TIay be involved, etc., helping m'ovide also the necessary 10dQ:ing for the vis­
iting brethren. She, too, ShO',ll,d be !'lost williLg to serve ,\1.th her husband because
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of the Lord's promise: "He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet ~3,

shall receive a prophet's relvard; and he that receiveth a ri!:,hteous man in
the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous rlcmls re1,rard," !~att. 10:41;
"Verily, veril~r, I say unto you, Inc~smuch as ye have done it unto one of the leest of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me, II }'Tatt. 25 :l,.O. The Chri.stian by such con­
duct lives to the praise of God.

5. His Life in the Home.

In his home-life the Christian should endeavor in all things to be gnided by
God's Spirit, according to the Holy Scri~tures. He should, and ~nth God's help he
will, love his v~fe as his God-given helpmeet, comfort her, honor and keep her, in
sickness and in health, and, forsaking all others, keen himself onlY unto her 50

long as they both shall live. She should, and ldth God's help, she 1<,~n, love her
husband as her God-give:l head, honor and obey him, and keen him, in sickness and in
health, and, forsakin[! all others, kee~ herself only unto him as long as they both
shall live (Eph. 5:22-33).

Together they should strive to brinE UT1 their children "in the nurture and ad­
monition of the Lord," Eph. 6:4. The~, denrly love tl-Jeir children, but they should
earnestly endeavor not ~.o paD'.:cer them. They should keep a faithful and nraverful
watch over them durinrr the tender years of their infancy, earl" childhood, and teen­
age years, in the fear of God (Deut. 11:lS-20). By nrecent and example let them
teRch their children to live their lives to the praise of God ~js. 7£'::5-6, lookinp: to
the Lord alone for SUC8ess in this great undertaking. To this end they should make
diligent and prayerful use of the means lmich God has placed R.t their disposal: the
Gospel of God's love through J@sus, our Savior, nDls the loving use of the Law and
the rod. These will serve to train their children un in the Lord and nrepare them
for useful service in His kingdom, making them good citizens of the state and assur­
ing them of their citizenship in heaven, to His praise.

l r lJ1en the Lord visits the Christian's home ".,:ttl, sickness, his first thoupht and
endeavor should not be to get rid of it, in order to be freed from its inconvenience
end danger to life, but should lead the members of his fami_l" first to bring the
matter to their heavenly Father ir> praver. They should BcK:nm"ledge His chastening
hand and repentantly ask Hirr to help them accent whate'~r He sends, ~Qth humble sub­
mission to His vd.ll, that He may carr"r out His srving purposes in their lives tJ1roll.gh
such afflictions (Heb. 12:5-11). If t'le visitation of the Lord is especially severe
and serious, the Chr:'stian should reJlle:illJer to call the pastor to bring comfort and
deliverance to them by means of God's "ord and Christian prayer (James 5:14-15). Of
course the faithful Christian Sh0111d also make lJrai~rful I1.nd immediate use of such
God-approved means as medicine and doctors, whereby God m.qy choose to restore health
in his ovm good time, and if it be His idll. All the afflictions and tribulations of
this life, the Christian, together 1dV, the members of his dear family, should bear
in the same humble, HiEing s~')irit. They then 'h~n all learn more and more to dory
in their God-sent tribulatj.ons because of the ..!onderful blessings of the Spirit "lhich
such trials bring ~~th them for their sanctification and salvation, according to the'
pronri.se of the \.'ord of God (Rrnn. 5:1-5; 8:28; Reb. 12:5-11; ~TcHTLeS 1:2-4; rs. 119: 67,
71) •

The Christian! s home life vJill also be a hapny one so long as Christ is recog­
nized by all as the Head of the house, the loving Savior and Keener of all members
of the femily, according to His Ford. For Jesus alone brings them the true s~iritual
~on,forts and joys 1,rhich nothing can take away from them. (ftom. J:31-39). Their sor­
:::'01'TS are then always turned into gladness b17 the gracious Lord (o;ohn 16:20; ~s. 1:
23; 30:5. 11-12; 37). lill the members of Vle fambr should endeavor to Norte togeth­
eo:' in the name of the Lord. They shou1.d play together in His name. In His name
ther 1>Qll then often be pronm":,ed to join their voices in singing hymns of petition,
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praise ~ and tha:'lksgiving for all His rich blessings in body and soul (Col. 3: 2lh
16). They shoule. find r:ore and More that the most precious time t~ey can
s'1end together as a fami.br here on ear<::.h is when they attend the 1~rorshiD seryices at
church and during the week hrhen thev gather about God's 'Tord in t~eir daily family
devotions~ morning, noon, and at night as the case rna~r be. For God's l'ord then l·rUl
IT,ore and more also become for them their greatest and most delightful treasure, t'leir
unfailing strength, their abidinr jov, and their sure salvation (Ps. 19:7-11; 1??:1;
Luke lO~42). For that reason Jesus vdJJ. cont,inue to be with them and richly hless
them (Eatt. 18:20; John 8:31-32; 10:27-29).

On the other hand, the Christian should not idolize his famibr• Be should not
love his ~~fe (or she her husband), son, and daur-hter more than th~ Lord (Matt. 10:
37). And if, under His wise and gracious dispensations, the J...ord vrill perr'it the
Christian's 't-.1.fe and children wickedlv to oo"ose him as husband and fatrter because of
his faithfulness to Christ and H:'s cord, he sho'lld not surrender his neace with God
in order to preserve a false and evil 1jeace 1d.th l1is rebellious fa P1ibr• If they then
forsake him (hatt. 10:34-35), he sho1Jld, as a faithful Christian 1\d.ll, place the
whole matter hurnblv and renent?1tl;T Oicah 6: 8; Is. 66:2) in the IovinE' hands of his
heavenly Father (Ps. 50:15), w1'0 for Jesus' s~ke IN.i.ll never forsake him but through
tribulations '-rill draw him eVClr !"lore clos,,"lv to Himself into His blessed fellm,rshin
and service (Lyke 18:29-30; Tatt. 10:38-39; 11:28"-30). In the meantime he 1-Jill en­
deavor to do all he can, under God, to reconcile his estranged fami1" to hi.r'Jself
again (Iatt. 19:6; 1 Cor. 7:10-15,39; 1att. 5:43-45: Rom. 12:17-21; 1 Pet. 3:P-17).
If the Christian i'rife has an unbelieving husband, she will not, as a faithful Chris­
tian, on that account desert him (1 Cor. 7:13). If he ch00ses to live With her as
hi s 'Wife, she Idll seek by a meek, chaste, C'uiet, and obedient snirit to 1ld.n him for­
Christ (1 Pet. 3: 1-6). The Christian should praise the Lord for granting him a good,
Christian w~fe, godly children, and a haDpy home, if r~d has granted him these bless­
ings. If He ha s not done so, the Christian shoulrl thank ('-od in all things neverthe­
less, because His loving kindness in Christ will never forsake him.

For the rich blessings received of the Lord mlrin~ the rr~ddle and active y~ars

of his life, the Christian should raise heart And hands to God in praise, being aware
of the fact that they all are undeserved gifts of His love (Gen. 32:10).

PART TrIREE

THE LATE ArJD DECLINING YEARS OF !l CHRISTIAN I SLIFE
A LIFE OF PRAISE TO GOD

The se are the years in the Christian I slife "Jhen the hloom and vigor of his
youth ha s passed a1'lBY, and when the productiveness of his body and r>h;-rsical efforts
especially, in ma.ny "rays, more and nore decline. During this closing period of his
life the Christian should continue to an ever greater derree to live his life to the
praise of God (?s. 90; 2 Pet. 1:5-11; 3:l0-l~).

1. His TLetirelT',ent.

Retirement· from his regUlar occupation usually takes place at this time. For
some this period of life comes earlier, for others it comes later. It is for t~is

reason that the hobr writer in Ecclesiastes exhorts: "Remember, novr, thy Creator in
the days of thy youth, while the evil da'rs come not, nor the ye?rs dr~w nigh when
thou shalt sa~r, I have no pleasure in them," Feel. 12:1; Cf.vv. 2-7.

v'mile the Christian more and more rnust 'I',1.thdr,n" fron his former actibe live on
account of the increasing feetleness of his health, still the vigor of his mind
u.pually cohtinues to serve him well, often even to his fiJ'lill J D!'irt:ing breath At a
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ripe old aee. The Christian during the se years, therefore, usually continue s 25:
to enjoy the rare privilege of a storehouse of mature exryerience and Christian
understanding which only ape can Dossibly bring with it, under the blessings of the
Lord, especially if by God's grace it has been his privilege to serve his Lord from
his youth on. The Christian should not permit these Hell-seesoned resources of mind
Bnd soul to lie unused and st8gnate (1 Pet. 4:7-11)~ ThArinp, these yeRra ',hen he is
less active in body, he should continue therefore to forge ahead in his activities
of mind and soul.

2. His Life as a Citizen of the State.

As a citizen of the state, the ad.ng Christian should continue to use his good
judgment in the way he vote s. There are nan;\T secular offi ce s V,m ich highb, value the
~e of ex~rience; the Christian should glBdly give 1~is services ~~erever these are
needed and he is able.

3. His Life in the Church.

If the Christian is a pastor, his congregation and the church-body ~~th which he
is affiliated especiall~' reap the harvest of his store of mature Christian counsel
and experience. All Christians should praise the Lord that He has so wiselY and
graciously ordained it in His Church thClt this most irrrDortant office of pastor ca.n
frec;uently continue to be abl;}' filled or ass:!'sted by consecrated ninisters to the
end of their lives, so tha.t the entire Church can nrofit by their Christian maturity.
The Christian pastor should rejoice lrrith all his heart th:>t the Lord makes this all
possible (Ps. 27:4), and he should praise God for His loving kindness to his blessed
end.

If the Christian is a laJ%an, he should out of love for his Savior continue in
a, si:milar ",ray to offer and use his mature Christian counsel in the interest of his
congregation a.nd the church [.. t lar~. He a:nd his consec:"c?ted i/.d.fe Sh0111d continue
to attend the worship services 1"Jhenever health and circuPlstances permit, be regular
guests also at the Lord's Table, offer their help in the congregation ~~erever it is
needed, and continue to attend the Bible classes H~.ich are offered b" the congrega­
L.l.On whenever possible. They should t,ake su.ch an active interest in all these mat­
ters because they"love the Lord and His priceless Pord, and it is through God's ]Tord
alone that the" obtain the grace they need to continue to live to His praise and to
grow further in grace and knowledge of their Lord and Savior (2 Pet. 3:lP). They
should remember also that bv their godl" example they Can provide great encouragement
to the dear brethren in the congregation to serve the tord l,ri th greater 7.eal and, in
the communit;;r in general, to help bring others to the Lord (Yatt. 5:17). The Chris­
tian should continue to offer his services in serving the church at lar/1:e as a dele­
gate to conventions or in some official capacity, wherever this is possihle and his
talents can be further used to the glory of God and the extension of the T~rdls

kingdom. He should praise God for granting hiH the privilep:e of heing phle to serve
him in this way to his blessed end.

4. His Life in the Home.

In the home the Christian in his declining years should continue to be as active
in ~ody as his health 'v.ill allow. l'ith his vast store of Christipn experience and
spiritual maturity, he should remember l'J'ith Gratitude to the Icord that he can, under
God t s blessinl;s, be of great heln in guiding the affairs of his sons and dauP'hters
as they go out into life, establishing their own homes and follo~,ring their na.rticul­
ar vocations. lith Christian tact and lovinp: concern for the welfAre of their bodies
and sonls he should prayerfull" endeavor kindly to assist them along the thornv uath­
'\'Ta.y of life. Phat a blessing he can be to t'teJl1 to the Draise of God!

1966 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference

www.concordialutheranconf.com



The Christian and his wife should reioice to ~e the godly fruits which 26$
appear in the lives of their children as the result of having 'br(")u?l-)t them un-
Ilin the nurture and admonition of the Lord," :Cph. 6:4 ("rov. 2'):6; "s. 7g:l-7). They
should pive all praise to God for this His blessing, ever remembering that ",rithout
the Siwior's help, they can do not'.ing p'ood before the Lord (John]5:5). T'ithOllt in­
truding themselves into the lives of their ch51dren 1 s families, they should earnestly
strive to be a constant, pov-rerful, Christia.n, stabilizing influence upon their chil­
dren 1 s lives and the lives of their grandchildren. They can loyingly a.ssist them in
weathering man;,>, a storm in their young lives and helD guide them around p'anv a nit­
fall which migh t otheri~'ise prove disastrol1 s hecause of their children I s and grand­
children' 5 lack of Christian experience and knouledp'e. i'Jhen, for ex-aJ'l1ple, a marria,ge
may be getting shaky and may be heaoing for a breakuTJ, their earnest nr"r1rers to tl-,e
Lord for His help, and their Christia_n advice, ndrrlonitj ons and encourageT"'ents, lovin.!':­
lyand illlpartialbr given to both sides vrit'lout fe:']r or favor, mel" preserve it (r-att.
19:6; 1 Cor. 7:10-11), under the gracious blessin~s of the Lord.

As the Christian advance s in age and feeblene ss, should he suffer the los 5 of
his dear Christian spouse, tho aSf3l.lrance that she (or he, as thecase may be) at last
is home with her Savior, rescued forever frOIo' all sin and sarro,,!, should fi'_l his
saddened heart with greatioy and praise to the Lord, 1rho keeps all his nromises
(Is. 46:4; Ps. 37:37).

If the Christian during his lifetir.le has come into pas session of riche s, he
should not credit this at a1'. to his OHn industry and e.bi1it~r but alone to God 1 S

gracious blessings (Deut. 8:17-18; 1 Sam. 2:7; l,,~tt. 6:33). It should re,ioice his
heart and fill him llith praise to note hOi" the Lord carried out His promise dnring
his life, granting him the grace to endeavor with humbleness of heart to honor the
Lord 'with his substance and i,r}.tJ1 the first fruits of ell his increase; and then to
see in his old age how God had, according to His nror'ise, filled his harns also 1\rith
plenty (rrov. 5;9-10; Ta. 3:10; I~CCl. 11:1; lark 12:43-41.; Ga. 6:6; 2 Cor. 9:6-11).

\,1hatever earthI" l-Jealth he still has, as the end an-rroachl';s, -he sho'1lrl continue
to look upon as God's ovn possession (Luke 19:13; 1 "et. Lf:lO-ll), \,,',ich he is mere­
ly holdJ.ng in trust for Him. ils a good steward, therefore, he sho,,1d -not in '-is
last will Bnd testament thoughtlessly beque~th it a11 to his children, regardless of
whether they need it or not, and thereby rassiblu even encourege t1-Iem to laziness and
a life of sinful pleasure and ease (Gen. 3:19; 2 Thess. 3:10-12); but he should be
car"ful, without partialitv, to five where there is real ne':ld anong ltis children
(1 Tim. 5:$), and the balance of his possessions he should then feEl free to \,,1.11 to
the direct work of the Lord at home and abroa d, for tl1e extension of the Lord's
Church and Christian benevolpnces. He should be encouraged to do this when he remem­
bers hov, the poor v,d,doH, in her great love for her Savior and His 1"\'11'1.:", ~ave all she
had, doing this also with the evident an~roval of the Lord (Luke 21:1-4). His r~d­
fearing children sho111d all note t':is 'lrrise and faithful steN'ardshtp of their nious
end aged father, and they shorc1d he:ortily annrove of hisdecisions in these matters;
and they should ask the Lord to give them all the grace likel\'ise to fallON in their
father's footsteps, as faithful followers of the I,ord (Gen. 1f\:19; PSt 103:17).

As the time of his departure draws nearer, the aged Christian should with praise
to God make use of the blessed opportunity, if this is Dossible, to tell his dear
children ane grandchildren: "I have a cesire to denart, and to be l'11ith Christ; which
is far better," 7Jhil. 1:23. r eanv·\rhile" he should l1ever p-rO'H Vv~a,r-r of reminding his'
children 8.nd eranchildren of the bounctless love of God in Shrist Jesus, our Savior,
for them and for all men. Hith loving rcerSl.lasion he shou'd keep on urging them to
live 'trheir lives alone to the praise of Jesus' naJne. His Eihle, Praver nook, lhnnnal,
and church periodicals and devotional materials should be the foremost of his con­
stant daily companions beside his chair ar:d bed. He should seek more and more to
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experience the blessedness of meditating on the Lord's 110rd day and night (Ps.l) 270
In sweet fellowship "lith the Lord, his heart will then more and more be filled
with joyful anticipation for the day of his departure. In the meantime he should
wisely use his time in serving his family and church and state wherever he can. He
especially should make use of the op'Jcrtunity, if the I,ord may graciously grant it,
to spend his leisure time earnestly praying for the 1V'elfare in body and soul of his
dear children and grandchildren, for all the beloved members of the congreQation, for
the sister congregations and the Church in general, and for all men and nations
everywhere (1 Tim. 2: 1-6; James 5: 16b) • He should dontinue confidentbr to commit his
own body and soul into the hands of his Savior by day and by night (Ps. 31:5), so
that he is ready at a moment' 5 notice to be called home.

5. His Blessed Departure to His HeBvenly Home.

-V\fhen it appears that his dear Lord is about to summon him home, and the Lord
grants him time and opnortunity, the Christian should gather his dear children about
him and bid them all farewell in the name of JeSUS, cOI!l.l'1itting them 8.11 into the
Savior's loving care, urging them to be faithful unto death that JeSus may also give"
them the cr01l'1l of life (Rev. 2:10). If ti.me is yet granted him by the gracious Lord,
namely, that his pastor can l:e at hand to give him the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's
Supper to strengthen and comfort him during this last steT> of his earthly pilgrimage
(Heb. 11:16), he may desire to make use of this blessing also. He should rejoice to
confess before them all: "I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure
is at hand. I have fought a good fjght, I have finished my course, I have kent the
faith: henceforth there is laid UP for me a cr01l'1l of righteousness, ~mich the Lgrd,
the righteous judge, shall give me at that da;r: and not to me only, but unto all them
that love his appearing, II 2 Tim. 4:6-8.

If God grants further tIDe a.nd opportunity, the aged Christian ShOll1d rejoice to
be able yet in the closing devotion fervently to join \·lit l

-, them all in the Lord's
Prayer. ,~nd as the Pastor closes with the Benediction, how blessed is the Christian
as he yields himself peacefully into the arms of his Savior. 'Tith iov and ,t;(ratitude
to the Lord for a past life so full of God's gracious blessings and for a future life
which now invitingly beckons to him with its eternal bliss, filling :lis heart with
praise to His gracious Lord, 1trell may his soul triumphantly exult:

"Praise God, from v,mom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here be1ov.T;

Praise Him above, ye haav-nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost."

Indeed, the Lord does not permit all His dear children to experience such a
peaceful departure in their old age, but 1vi.thout exce')tion they all have a. blessed
departure. Some of His peonIe He take s earbr in life, and some in the prim.e and 'rig­
or of life; others in a ripe old age, fully conscious of their blessed end, a.nd still
others too feeble to experience consciously their de1~rture from their dear ones left·
behind. Some the Lord calls home suddenl;;T, and others only after a lingering illness •
.~mo ;,." Y"V"\"I:ro')'ll-r'Tr o,...rI "+"""OY'U:~· ;Y'\ "r"'\1o"",,+<t,. lTL':l."Cl"o .....+'ho1.o.r:oeo YI.onr'.lYlrf1oc:"iO',....-r T.~~+ +l-\o";oa-t .o~"."''h'."__&u\",; ...l.&. y ...... " ...... 4 """J' 1Q"&,j,,,",, VV.C."V.L~ ....4.L ' ................. vJ. '.;~v ...... ,L VlJ....,-'-~u~, ......... fSCl..... U.l-"""oJoJ U,L \'VJ.!.f"""..t.V Vl.!.~"'''' VO,.L ~ !~J

circumstances may be, in His loving kindness, H@ grants all of them b~r a living faith
in Jesus through the merits of His blood the full assurance that all their sins are
forgiven, that through faith in Jesus the;" have the righteousness the"- need to obtain
the gift of eternal life in heaven. Therefore, whenever He calls them, if thev aDide
in Jesus, He takes them home to Him into eternal bliss!
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CONCIDSION

A living faith in JeSUs our Savior, ,,",Taught by the Holy Ghost, the gift of the
heavenly Father! slave, best01!ed and preserved br means of the vTord of God alone; a
faith which "JOrks by love, being prompted alone by gratitude to the Lord for the
priceless gift of salvation; from these, as a blessed fruit of he8ven, snrings

THE CHRISTIAN'S LIFE, A LIFE OF PRAISE TO GOD!

May this Barne grace also be ours! And it is ours, freely offered and Riven to
us and to all men in the Gospel and received by us throu$ faith in Jesus, the
Savior of the "Torld! Therefore let us, too, join the Psalmist in love and gratitude
to the Lord:

"0 praise the Lord, all ye nations

praise him, all ye peo})le.

For his merciful kindness is grent toward us:

and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever.

Praise ye the Lord." Psalm 117. Amen.

ALONE TO GOD THE GLORY t
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REPORT OF THE TRACT CmlI'ITTEE

This report covers the period from eRrly Fovember, 1965, to the present date be­
cause 'lour present chairman was appointed by President fJatterer at that tLm8 after
Pastor Cordes had resigned this position because of congregational responsibilities.
lIt the same time a member of your chaiman IS cone;regation was appointed to serve as
business manager. His name is tr. HONard Fenek, Corona, S. D.

Your chainnan and the members of the Revie'!'! Committee were ab.le to meet together
in connection with another meeting held in r;Til'l'Iaukee on A'lJril 12-13, 1966. At that
time the matter of tracts which had been assigned and are not completed as yet was
discussed. It vIaS decided to remind those designated to '!'.trite tracts to finish them
as soon as possible in order that the printer might proceed \dth his work.

The follol-d.ng tracts had been previously assigned:
"Engagement and j\arriage" or "Christian I:arriage" - Rev. Natterer
Tract for the sick - Rev. I:ensing

"Religious Unionism" - Rev. Lehlberg
IIAntichrist" - Rev. Bloedel

The follo1dng have also been asked to 1J,rite tracts, but the tonics had not been nro-
perly a.ssigned: Evolution - Da'vid :,.ensing The Dance - Rev. Schaefer
Candidate Schmitt vras also approached concerning the 1'rriting of a tract.

At the lilwaukee meeting of the Tract Committee it 1-reS further decided to phce
an advertising flyer concerning available tracts in the MAY issue of the Concordia
Lutheran and in other issues from time to time. Fe encoura.ge our congregations to
check whether they are in need of any tracts and if so, to order them as soon as pos­
sible.

The financial report of the business manager is as follows:
Transfer of funds bv I'ir. Aug. Luft ••••.• !; 115.69
Less postage on shipment to Er. H. l!enck. 4.85

Balance on hand, June 1, 1966 :"; 110.84

Estimated inventory of tracts on hand:

The Bible and Your Salvation 200
Christian Giving and the Bible 750
looligion in the Public School 650
Do You Really Believe the Bible

is God's Ford? 550
Halther and Church I embership 500
(jur Curse Removed 50

Howa rd Fenck, Business Fanager
Eay our pastors consider placing our tracts in local Christian bookstores and

thus assisting the Committee in bringing the "!')UTe TTord of God and the teachings of
our Conference before the publicJ

The prayers of all our Conference members are earnestly beSQugr'1t that God might
continue to use our humble efforts and ble S5 the work of our Tract €ormnittee to His
glory and to the 'Welfare of many souls!

nespect~ully 5ubrrdtted,

Rev. O. p. Schaefer, Chairman
Rev. E. L. Eehlberg
Rev. H. D. Eensing

1966 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference

www.concordialutheranconf.com



CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE

Annual Financial Summary: June 1965 through Hay 1966

3J,

GENERAL SEl'UNARY
FUND FuND

surmw
SCHOOL

EQUAL­
IZATION

TOTAL

Cash on hand, June 1, 1965 ~ 129.69 $ 42.54 S 654.4$ ~.~

Christ, rlihraukee 963.00 60.00
Peace, Tinley Park 430.26 249,26 90.00
St. John's, Lebanon 600.00 2/..0.00 60.00
St. Luke's, Seattle
St. Paul's, Empire lt64. ~4 240.16 76.00
St. Stephen's, Wilmot 1228.06 757.59 71.50
1965 Convention Service 29.30
Proceedings; Sunday-School 1.00 63.46

Total receipts ;;.i 3716.46 ' 1487.01 420.96 /'

Total cash available 3~46.15 ~) 1529.55 " 1075.44 t·
\:: ,;

--------------------

EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR:

0.00

20.00
19.80
25.00
20.75
2P.79
47.50

161.$4

161.P4

~! 826.71

1043~OO

7P9.32
925.00
20.75

A09.79
2104.65

29.30
64.46

(.~,

5786.27' '

~ 6612.98,;)

~. 1196.63

t' 200.00

Concordia Lutheran 778.90
Subsidy: St. Luke's 2040.00
Professor's salary 1300.00
Travel 49.00
Telephone 146.13
Seminary supplies 12.99
Sunday-School expenses 747.4f5
Periodical subscriptions 18.00
1965 Proceedings 35.11
Secretary's expenses 17.91
Treasurer's expenses 37.60
Free Conference representation 49.54
Equalization disbursement 161. 84
I·ascellaneous 21.55

Total expenditures :,:, 3194.04 1312.99 747.48 1', 161.84',/ '"
Cash balance, lay 31, 1966 652.11 ;' 216.56 /'

327.96 0.00
"

Transfer from Gener"!l Fund to Sunday School Fund as authorized:

~~ 5416.35

ADJUSTED CASH BALANCE, END
OF FISCAL YEAR Hay 31, 1966;, 452.11 ::') 216.56' 527.96 r; 0.00 ;"; 1196.63
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE

Comparison of 1965-66 Budget with Actual Expenditures

Planning Sheet for 1966-67 Budget

GENERAL .JiUND

Subsidy: St. Luke I s

Concordia Lutheran

Travel

Telephone

Proceedings

Periodical subscriptions

Tract program

Sunday-School materials

Contingencies

I\~scellaneous

Free Confe renee

Printing of Constitution

Totals

SENINARY FUND

Salary

Supplies

Totals

TOTALS, BOTH FUNDS

1965-66
BUdget

2040.00

780.00

350.00

150.00

60.00

15.00

100.00

150.00

50.00

150.00

1200.00

40.00

., 1240.00

~:; 50$5.00

1965-66
j,ctua1

Expenditures

~j 2040.00

77~.90

49.00

146.13

35.11

18.00

0.00

200.00

f. 49.54

77.36

:;:; 3394.04

1300.00

12.99

d 1312.99

1965-66
Heceipts

14$7.01

~; 5203.47

Budget
Planning
1966-67

:'~ 3420.00

700.00

150.00

150.00

50.00

25.00

150.00

200.00

50.00

_.....:1=50•00

75.00

100.00

650.00

25.00

675.00

*Free Conference expenses

~**Subject to Heferendum

Budget Figures 1~re Carried
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CO~fFERE~rCE
~lr

JL.

Contributions and Expenditures, Six-Year Period

GErTERAL SElIINARY TOTAL

Christ, 1960-61 ". 120.00 ('. 160.00lf- ~. 200.00~:) 'd
Hi1waukee, lJisconsin 61-62 120.00 250.00* 370.00

62-63 186.00 300.00* 4P6.oo
63-64 543.00 300.00* 843.00
64-65 710.00 710.00
65-66 963.00 963.00

Peace,
262.04 635.04Tinley Park, illinois 60-61 373.00

61-62 221.90 201.g5 423.75
62..63 492.00 300.70 79?70
63-64 629.41 426.30 1055.71
64-65 570.50 31S.62 S89.12
65-66 430.26 249.26 679.52

St. Jol;tn's, 60-61 340.00 123. S2 463.e2
Lebanon, Oregon 61-62 163.17 296.50 459.67

62-63 344.15 346.00 690.15
63-64 4Pfl.53 339.50 827.03
64-65 652.45 227.00 879.45
65-66 600.00 240.00 ~40.oo

St. Luke's, 60-61 369.35 395.94 765~29

seattle, vJashington 61-62 349.59 369.41 719.00
62-63 449.41 405.00 ~54.41

63-64 65.85 35.10 100:95
64-65 ~n.95 e:3.95

St. Paul's, 60-61 570.05 '307.13 Fry7:1~

Empire, Oregon 61-62 245.51 716,17 961.6S
62-63 358.75 744.32 1103.07
63-64 490.82 71)8.73 124°.55
64-65 531. 71 362.69 1'94.40
65-66 464.84 240.16 705.00

St. Stephen's, 60-61 1260.00 906.50 2166:50
Wilmot, South Dakota 61-62 406.99 1344.36 1751.35

62-63 Ml.92 1262.40 1944.32
63-64 1170.30 1530.82 2701.12
64'f'65 1201.97 1269.64 2471.61
65-66 122?-.O6 757.59 1985.65

GENERAL FUND SEt !NARY FUND BOTH FUNDS

TOTALS~ Received Expended Received Expended Received Emended
1960-61' \,i 3032.40 ,:' 3768.17 ~; 2155.43 ) 3067.77 ~'~ 51~.83 I': 6g35.94

61-62 1507.16 1832.79 3178.29 3651.79 4M5.45 5484.58
62-63 2512.23 2660.29 3358.42 3616.91 5870.65 6277.20
63-64 3386.91 3484.39 3390.45 3057.25 6777.36 6541.64
64-65 3750.58 3989.87 2177.95 2433.79 5928.53 6423.66
t..t::_t..t.. ':It..at. , to. 'l'lf'll n. JI.J:~... , ,tV"I "'"' ,~.,"" r.n 5173.17 I""'''''' I'V"tV../-"""" ...JVUV • .J-V .J.J 74. VLj." .. .LLj.O( .V.J. .1.,,).1/.77 4 (V, • V,)

*loan payments
*l;'inc1udes .. 200 transfer to Sunday Sahool Fund
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REPORT OF THE CONMITTEE ON WTHERAN UNION
Dear Brethren:

During the past j~ear the members of your Union Committee kent in touch ~1th one
another by correspondence and phone calls and ~~re also privileged to hold one fonnal
meeting in Hilwaukee, \Jis., on April 12-13, 1966, •.lith just one member absent because
of distance.

Since the 1965 convention the fo11oidng events have transpired vfr1ich came under
the S1..l~rvision of your COIn.r:rittee: .

1) Upon the resolution of last year's convention Pastor E. L. l'ehlberg and Yr.
Julius Schmitt of l:ihraukee attended the Second Lutheran Free Conference held at
Cedar Hapids, 101'a, July 13-15. 1965. it renort of this meeting anpeared in the Oct.
1965, issue of the Concordia Lut~g. A recommendation will follow later in this
report concerning a Third Lutheran Fl~e Conference to be held this summer.

2) Upon the resolution of lest year's convention your chairman informed the
President of the Church of the Lutheran Confession that we are still in the nrocess
of studying their confessional statem:mts of the Church am the r'inistry and Church
Feliot"l"ship and are stili interested in fficeting with them with a view toward estab-
lishing a God-pleasing feliot,rship based on full agreement in God' 5 \ftord. President
Paul Albrecht replied by asking the Lord IS bles sing upon our study a..l1d uoon any meet­
ings that may m,-ter1alize in the future.

3) In August, 1965, your Co~mittee made contact ~~th the Protestant Conference,
a group that left th3 ,Jisconsin Synod over 35 years ago, by- lvriting to the editor of
its periodical FAITH-LIFE, Pastor Paul Hensel of lanitot'1Oc, lilsconsin. This magazine
is now EPeing sent to your chaiman regularly. No further decision has been made con­
cerning this g roup because of' the voluminous material which "WOuld have to be studied
concerning its controversy with the i:isconsin Synod.

4) 'rith reference to the Lutheran Churches of the Reformation, your chairman,
having obtained sufficient copies of their Constitution and By-laws, sent a letter in
November of last year to our Committee members and our pastors, asking them to studj"r
this material ard to gi-r.,re their comments, criticisrr.s. a,.~d wggestions. In February-,
1966, a composite report of the se Has mailed to the Committee and our pastors for
further evaluation.

Because it "',as felt that a perso!"'.al meeting of the C-oIm!'.:lttee 'Hculd be beneficial,
arrangements Here made for a formal session in liihJaukee, HiS., on Anril12-l3, 1966.
One member was absent because of distanee. Pastor H. D. Eensing ~'8.s asked to sit in
on the sessions and give his counsel and suggestions. After thoroughly reviei"l"ing all
the responses of th3 brethren and discussing the correct Scriptural approach to the
LCR, a letter was dravm up for t.heir Commission on Doctrine a,nd Practice. The letter
emphasized that \\e hold that priority must be given to the matter of the old OLC
controversy in any discussions between our t,V'o groups. This letter has as yet not
been acknowledged nor has there been a reply to it. Cons 'quently your Committee has
no recommendation to offer at this time idth reference to this groun, but it wel­
comes any and all suggestions and counsel from the brethren.

5) At the suggestion of our President your cha.irman wrote a letter in November
of last ye2r to Pastor Roy B. Faulstick of Fayland, }:ich., who ,\~th 2/3 of his con­
gregation left the Eo. Synod for doctrinal reasons simileI' to ours. The letter
commended this action and pointed out our readiness to fleet ~dth those Who share our
Scriptural position in doctrine am practice. Pastor Faulstick by \'v'n:' of reply· sent
printed materials which he had authored, asked questions concerning our group, and in
a later letter indicated that he could not consider joining our graun because nit
would be difficult for me to go along with your pr::lctice l\Qth regard to men who he,ve
not yet left the tIissouri Synod or possibly some other group with which l'lle may not
agree." Your chairman replied by giving him our position on confessional and church
fellowship and a true state of confession. There has been no further word from him
since.
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6) Early in December, 1965, a Pastor John Knight of O~elika, Alabama, re.. 34.
quested information concerning our g raUl) and its Seminary and asked for a cony
of our periodical. The material 1'1a s sent, but no t'lore has be en hea rd from Pastar
Knight.

7) In December of last year your chairman received a letter from r-r. and l':rs.
Oscar E. von Rohr Jr. of ,Spokane, :Jash., ",ho were in the nrocess of leaving their
l~issouri ~rnod congregation and desired i~fortration concerning a church of our Con­
ference in- their area~ Your chairman referred them to Pastor-'8ul Bloedel of Seattle
as the nearest contact vJith our group for further counsel and guidance. In a second
letter to your chairman this couple offered to give our Conference a lot in Snokane
if a church were erected there. This matter 1'1aS referred to our Committee on ris-
sions, and Pastor Lehlterg, chain'lan, consulting with Pastor Bloedel, found that
mission prospects in Spokane v,ere not favorable. Then the von Hohrs indiC8ted the
possibility of their moving to Seattle, and as to Hhat has transnired since then,
Pastor Bloedel can undoubtedly inform us.

B) In J8l!luary, 1966, your chairman sent letters to-nastor Ralph Boyer of Hinck­
ley, Ninn., and J\.ev. Donald rilsbury of Finlayson, Hinn., cO!"ll!lending them for leaving
the Lis50uri Synod "lith their congregations for doctrinal rl')asons similar to ours.
Both men responded by indicating their l'1illingness to meet ".rith representatives of
our church body whenever this could le arranged. They also pointed out that together
with Rev. Paul Otten of Hill City, Linn., "lho also left the Ho. Synod and "rith whom
they are in fello1.,,!ship, the:}f are in p'..lblishing the rnagazine HOPE. To date it h:1S
been impossible to arrange to meet l..rith these men, but inntations "rere sent to them'
to come to Wilmot during convention time so th8t we mipht become mutually acauainted.

He now present the recommendation referred to at the beginning of this report:

He recommend that our Conference, either by direct anpointment or
through the chairman of the Conunittee on Lutheran Union, arrange for the
unofficial attendance of one pastor and one layman at the Third Lutheran
Free Conference to be held in Columbus, Ohio, July 12-14, 1966, for the
limited purpose of observation and Christian testimony; that all exnens­
es involved (travel, lodging, and registration fee) be paid by the
Conference treasury, and that t 11ese individuals submit a report to the
C.L.U.

In conclusion, since the Lord of the Church urges uS lito be ready always to give
an ans1l1er to every man thst asketh you a reason of the hope th8t is in vou 1dth meek-
ness and fear,1! 1 Pet. 3:15, let us as pastors and la:1 people use every op"}()rtunity
to make others a"lare of our existence as a Conference and of our Scrintura1 position
in doctrine and practice! Lay lfe seek by every proper means to draw other Chris­
tians into our fellmlTship in the true unity of the Snirit! God bless all our Union
endeavors to the glory of His mUIle and to the ,,;elfare of His kingdom!

Respectfully submitted,

nev. O. 1 f. Schaefer, eha irman

Rev~ A~ J. Cordes

Rev. E. L. rehlberg

!<r. Victor Bloedel
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Dear Brethren:

REPORT OF THE EDITORIAL C01lliITTEE
To the 1966 Convention

35.

Under the gracious ble:sings of the Lord, our Conference neriodical, The Concor­
dia Lutheran, has continued to come into our homes through the past vea.r, and its
Christian testimony h as also been reAd and felt in the homes of a selection of pas­
tors of the Nissouri Synod, to whom it \Oras sent on a comnlimentary basis.

vJe thank the Lord for this His continued blessing in our Conference! Ve realize
that there is much room for irrlprovement, esnecially in the range of m8terial offered,
in pastoral and laymen participation as contributors, and in the time of the month
each issue reaches our people. To that end may ,,'e all nraverfu.11y and actively offer
our wholehearted cooperation! Imd may the Lord graciously arld His blessi.ngs t"ereto!

We earnestly ask the Lord to bless this endeavor of our Conference during the
coming year.

Resnectfully submitted,

Rev. E. L. I ehlberg, Chairman & Editor

Rev. H. David l;ensing, f,sst. Editor

Vr. Hartin Luedtke, Bus. l;anager

FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE CONDORDIA LUTHERAN
Fiscal Year June 1, 1965 to Fay 31, 1966

CASH ON Hnm June 1, 1965 :"; 167.03

CASH i.LEC:;:;IFTS
6 New SUbscriptions (1 year)

47 1 year renewals
6 2 year renewals
1 5 year renewal
6 New gift subscriptions
6 Gift renewals (1 year)
1 2 year gift renewal
Heceived for C.L. ~roceedin~s

Total Cash rleceipts

Total Cash on Hand

CASH PAYMENTS
Stamps and Postage
Nailing Permit
Forward to C.L.C. Secretary

for C.L. Proceedin~s

Total Cash Payments

CASH ON HAND Lay 31, 1966

12.00
94.00
24.00
10.00
12.00
12.00

1.J.OO
1.00

~? 169.00

73.06
30.00

1.00

~:: 336.03

104.06

~s 231. 97

hesnectfully submitted,

r:artin R. Luedtke, Business lOana/ler
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Dear Brethren:

REPORT OF THE lOOJYiHITTEE ON MISSIONS
To the 1966 Convention

36.

Your Committee did not find it necessary to hold anv r.1eetings during the rya.st
year. ~fuere counsel was needed, we did this on a personal basis.

A mission opportunity ~as placed before us by Pastor Schaefer, who had received
a request for information and helr from R m['rried counle in Spokane, lfashington,
which had separated from the Fa. Synod on the ba sis of Hom. 16: l? • Pastor Bloede1
was contacted by the corrmittee Chair,man. He was r00Ucsted to contect the counle per­
sonally with the vie~f of obtaining infomation and surveyinR' the Snokane field for
its mission potentials. There proved to be no prospects for establishing a nossible
mission there. The couple has nov, been received as f'Uest cOITmunicants of St. Luke1s
of Seattle.

Under His gracious ble ssinGs, the ~rd ha s ar:ain durinr: tris past fiscal yel'lr
made it possible for our Conference to carr'T out its pronised comm.itment to' St.
Luke1s Congregation of a monthly s'lbsidy of "·170 tmJard its 'Pastor's salarv. \,fe
thank the Lord for hav-ing granted this blessing. 1:6 recall, however, tha.t the con-
gregation needed a subsid;)T of /2g5 per month froIT the Conference, in order to 'Orovide
an adequate salary for its pastor. The monthly subsidy of '170 ''''hich the Conference
by referendum pledged 'fas, accordin<rly, 1115 per month short of the needed amount.
For this reason St. Luke i S 'Jastor had to continue his secular Hork durinp! the pe st
fiscal year. Pe are sad that this had to be. lay it not be said of anv of us that
'We, who have the full truth of God's Ford, are more concerned about our o,m nersonal
convenience and earthbr interests than we are about the vork of the Lord and the ur-
gent need of our dear brethren! Let ea.ch of us sePlrclt our heart and life, and "rhere­
ever we find ourselves neglecting the ~nrk of the I4rd, let us repent of it, anG by
a sincere faith in Jesus seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, so
that He can bless us with all ,Je need Also for our o't\1l1 nersonal and home needs, ac­
cording to HiS exhortation and promise (fiatt. 6:33). r'a:' we be encouraged to know
that if out of 10l.e for our Savior, "rho has redeemed us bv His precious blood, we
give generously for the support of His saving" ford and ministry, ,'re shall also ob­
tain greater blessings, as the A3postle tells us: "But this I say, he uhich s01JllGth
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he w~ich soweth bountifully shall rean also
bountifully. Every man as he j:Urposeth in his heart, so let him give; not f!!'Udgingly,
or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace
abound toward \TOU; t.hi1t ye, a hmys having all sufficiency in all tl-Il ngs rna;,' abound
to every good work: (As it is written, he h.:lth dispersed abroad; he hath given to the
poor: his righteousness rerraineth for ever. NOl<' he that ministereth seed to the
sower both minister bread for ~70ur food, and mu1tiplv 'Tour seed sONn, and increase
the fro.its of your righteousness; being enriched in everv thing to all bountifulness,
which causeth through us thanksi;iving to God," 2 Cor. 9:6-11;. And, we also kno1" that
it is clearly God's will that pastors be supported full time, as the same ApOstle
also teaches: "Even so hath the Lord ordained thet they 1JIrhich preach the Gospel
should live of the Gospel," 1 Cor. 9:14. In faithfulness to the Lord's Hard, each
congregation should see to it that their pastor is a~le to live ahout on the same
plane as the menmers themselves, as our Conference has also indicated When it adoryted
the Nission Guidelines in 1962, setting forth three noints concerning the Scriptural
basis of the salary for missionaries, ,·ihich is the saJTle as for anv other nastors,
namely: Ifl) faithful service, Luke 10:7. 2) personal and famil,' needs, includi.ng
prevailing cost of living, 1 Tim. 5:S. 3) averaF'e living conditions of the members
served, Gal. 6:6-7." Lay the Lord help us all to strive for that goal, and mav }-lis
gracious blessings rest upon our Christian efforts to attain it!

Hay we also keep these divine truths in rn~_nd, dear Brethren, a s we at this Con­
vention plan for the fiscpl ye:'r ahead, and rna" the Holy .s'Oirit prompt us to do our
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very utmost to fill the needs of our Conference in the mission v~rk of our con- 37.
gregations l

One such urgent need a f!ain is St. Luke 's subsidy for D:J stor I s sale rv. Again
this year the congregation "Til] need $2F1:5, in addition to the amount which the con­
gregation provide s for its ra star, to p8rrrj t rirn to devote hj.. s full t:Line to the lliork,

of the ministry. Your Committee, at the orficial request of St. I~lke's Congregation,
herewith lays tJlis need before YOU and asks the Conference brethren, by God's f';race,
to do all that they can to assist St. Luke's in this important matter h~th their
prayers and financial help.

In this seme connection, let us remember that Peace Congregation like,,!ise, is
still unable to support its pastor full time. For that reason the pastor there, too,
has had to continue doing secul·:ir work. 1 8.y ve keep this need also prayerfully in
mind as we do our ... ·ork at this COfNention. For, to the extent that our present pas­
tors have to spend time earning <1 living for themselves and their families, to that
extent they are hindered Glso fr'J)1'l hringing the SvTeet message of the Gospel to the .
1f"\Q+ !'\,..,,4 Q+'Y'!'ltt.;,.....f'1' ;Y\ tho;Y' ("\(\mmlln-;t';~Q. }\;~~;r.1QQ +'h';Q +no';,... nl.TY'l c+"rI.,.,. "",..f" r!.",~I~ ltT...... _'"...._ .... "" c.....I..\ooI, .... ""' ... .::.....,;F ..........b ..... .1.,1. ..... ,l ... _ ..................4o.l..lol..:.L .......... ..l. ........................... , "-',,,,lo.J-l-'-A. ............ ""'.i. ......... , V..!-'.'-''''L _¥ ..I.~ .... VI.-l.U~)I V.J. "",lVU ..., :'V.,L.U,

their preaching and teaching, end Dastoral care are also affected in a detrimental
way. llay the Lord have mercy upon us and graciously hear our cries to !-lim for heln
in these times of need, according to His good :mcl rsracious '\frill!

~Je note i~th gratitude to the Lord that St. Paul's, St. John's, and St. Stenhen's
have been able to continue to support their ovm pastors full time, besides giving
financial assistance to the gene~'al "Tork of the Conference. r'a~r they continue to
experience the Lord f s blessingsl I-ay He grant then and us all, accord; ng to His
good and gracious will, much gr01:th in grace and in the kn01dedge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ; grOi-Tth 81so as the result offTr:thering in lost sonls from ",ith­
out, and growth in the ability and the grn ce of givln,? for local and Conference
purposes, t.h t the mess8fp. of salvation may reach flD ever increasing circle of hepr­
ers, to the glory of God @1d to the extension of His Cnurchl

lie rejoice also in noting that Christ Congref,"ltion is AlJle, vd.th the beginning
of this fiscal year, to sup~ort its o~~ pastor. ray the Lord graciously hless its
efforts to do His saving will as a. congree-a tion And as a. Member of our Conference!

Because of continued lack of funds, our candidate for the hobr Ministry (c.r.m.)
Hr. Julius SC:1lllitt, has not been called b~- the congregations of our Conference to do
mission work. He is presently a voting mer:lber of Christ Con~relZation and is enga.ged
in secular '.ork in Yiilwaukee. ray the Lord graciously bless, that l'r. Schmitt may
be called into the direct Hork of the Cl-}urch, accorrl::ng to the Lord's will!

In conclusion '~arain pray the Lord to ~ant all of us Conference members the
grace to be good ste,,,,,,,,.rds over the possessions "t'ich He hi'S grac:5.ously entrusted in­
to our core and to grant us the ability and "TilUngness to provide for all needs-­
the necessar~r fundA and consecrated workers--in His gre2t m! ssion field at home and
abroad 1/-!here He Hinlself ha.s commanded us to carr~.r on His sa'\ring '~!ork: ItGo :,Te into
all the vJOrld and preach the Gospel tOeJery creature," l'ark 16:15. The rreneral plan
according to w~~ich this is to be carried out, tl1e Sendor indicates in thees vJords:'
"Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalen, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,
::>nil llnt,... th.. ntt... nnn"t n"".+ rot' tho ",o"'+~ II Ii,,+e 1.Q 'rho.,.,,'h.....1",,, ",,,++;.,,.,. 4',,"'+)" +).,"".....~ .................... '-'_ ........._ ....... u'-"_ ..........., ...... u .~-" ....J.,~ ... _ ......... .L.'-' _ .......~ .... .a.,l" ~:~""IJ...., ~.L.J. 4-.l..l. ....... _uJ u..J..~v oJVVV-L-;L.1.5 .LV.,LV,L.l. VLI......

plan we should follow: our local work at home being of first importance, but that we
at the same time should never lose sight of the fa ct that the ',hole world is our
field. Lay He graciously also accomplish Vds through us, making us His ,nlling and
consecrated servants, that His name may be hallowed, His kingdom come, and His '~ll

be dome among us here and everywhere!

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. E. L. I'ehlherg, Chairman
r r. Kenneth Ahlmann
r r. Henry Bachmann

1966 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference

www.concordialutheranconf.com



REPORT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL }:ATERIALS q:Or-l'ITTEE

To the 1966 Convention

38.

The printing of our newly-develo'Jed Sunday School leaflets ",ras authorized by the
1964 Convention. By the tune of last J~ariS Convention, planning had nro~ressed suf­
ficiently so that sam~les of the printed leaflets could be examined. Under the
lcrd's blessing, it waS ':Jossible to Carry out our expectations to begin distribution
of the new leaflets last September. Each of the first three quarten Series I lea.f­
lets have been printed ann were distributed b~r the close of the 1965-66 Conference
year.

The leaflets, in 8~ x 11 folder stvle, include an anpI'Opriate outline '1ic+,ure,
a simplified version of the Bible story il1'proved oyer the mineogranhed format bv a
final review and edit, and correlated memory mated.al for grades K-5. All memory
Bible texts are completel~r printed out for all grades in the leaflet and in the re­
vised upper-grade memory sheet.

All our congregations cont:~nue to l:18ke use of the leaflets, memory sheets, and
homework materiaL Financial su,port hps also been continued on a repula.r basis.
The attached cost projection sheot d8TIOnstrates that the comnletion of our printing
project through Series II by the end of ::Cu.gust 1967 is C"1ite l·ri thih reason. The
re?Qrt sholvs that, in order to accomplish tl-lis, we have need of the "200 transferred
to the Sunday School Fund near the close of the past fiscal year and lvill require a
similar budgeted amount in the General Fund for this nurpose dudnr this nresent
year.

The committee recorrmends that this Convention

1. Approve the ,.200 transfer to the Sunda'T School Fund CArried out last f.\.nril;

2. Earmark a similar amount for Sunday School materials in the 0eneral ~lnd

budget for the 1966-67 fiscal year; and

3. Recognize with thankgul hearts the abundant blessings of the L§rd on this
work to the present and beseech Him for His continued grace that progress
in this project 11".8'" cont.inue, to His glory alone and the spiritual well­
being of our boys and girls.

E1fred Bloedel, chairr1an

Rev. Paul Bloedel

David T. Fensing

Victor Bloedel

1966 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference

www.concordialutheranconf.com



CON COR D I A LUTHERAN

COST PROJECTION

for

CONFERFNCE 39.

PRINTING OF SUFD.'tY-SCHOOL LEAFLETS -- SBPE:S I AND II

Printing costs per leaflet, tax included
(500 coryies each)

Total number of separate leaflets for
tv!O years, Serie s I and II

Total printing costs

Approximate monVl~r costs for dupJ_ication
of horcework sheets and nemory
sheets Dlus mailing eXDenses

Expected total duplicating and mailing
costs for two J~ars

TOTAL ANTICIPi'cTSD COSTS

Ex;lenses covered, 1965-66 fiscal year
Series I, 3 quarters

~~nday-School Fund balance, end of 1965­
66 fiscal vear, incl1.J.c1ing
transfer from General ~und

Esti~mated contributions to Sunday School
Fund expected June, 1966,
through ',ugust, 1967

Total of three income items above

BAWTCE NSr:DED BY AUGUST 31, 1967

REcm1j}1ENDATION:

Include in General Fund budget
1966-67

Cover by contributions to the Sunda.y
School Fund, June 1 to August 31
1967

{~ 18.24

x 96

7.00

~; 720.00

52g.00

375.00

"': 200.00

96.00

:'t 1751.00

~ l6~.00

tl'1 1919.00

- 1623.00

I' 296.00
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L'i1:!EREiiS ,

hlHEREAS,

~'ffiEREAS ,

tmEBEAS,

l;'HEREAS,

\lHEREAS,

VJHEHZAS,

lIm'fORIAL

the Conference since 1959, under the JlIihraukee Seminary Plan,
has given our congregation financial assistance by means of
salary pa~a ~o our pastor-professor, thereby enabling us to
reap gre2t spiritual benefits from this arrangement; and
under the rich blessings of the llord, a nd "iith deep gratitude
to Him for the sarr.e, our congregation has also during this
time been able to assume an ever greater ~ortion of our joint
sala ry re sponsibilitie s; and
our congregation will be in a position to become self-su~porting,

the Lord ",rilling, bef'inning v.rith this comj_ng fiscal year; and
it would seem highly desirable for some other congregation in
our Conference nOvI to she.re in the spiritual and financial
benefits which maintaining the Semin.'1ry brinO's ":.ith it as a
necessary Conference project; and
Peace Ev. lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Illinois, is unable to
support its pastor full-tirr.e (1 Cor. 9: 14), ma.king it necessary
for him to be enCaD"ed in ;1::rt-time, secular work; and
the pastor of revce Conf"rep,ation is eminently qualified to
serve as the professor of the Semina~!; and
Peace Congregation has adec;uate facilities 8vailahle to nrovide
the needed quarters for the Seminary,

40.

THEREFOHE BI; IT HESOLVED

1) that the Conference accept the expression of gratitude of
Christ Lutheran Church for the relationship ~nich it has
been enjoying during the past years in maintaining the Seminary;

2) th1 t the Conference, unon the favorable resnonse b~r Pea.ce
Congrega.tion to this r''emorial, arranP'8 through its Committee
on Theolog:J.cal Educ2tion to relocate the'3eminary at Peace
Congregation and enga.ge its pastor, The Rev. H. David ~'ensing,

to serve as profe:osor of the Seminary;
3) that the salary of .. 100 uer month, which the Conference

provided the Seminary professor during the past fiscal
year, be continued;

4) the the Committee on Theological EdUCAtion, in conjunction
with Peace Congregation, resolve any other detailS requiring
attention in carr;yinp out the Seminary relOCAtion, operation,
and maintenance; and

5) that the Conference beseech the Lord of the Church graciously
to bless this ne,··; Seminary arr~ngeJ'llent and to end01'{ our new
professor uith the full measure of His grace and gifts for
this important work in our midst, thet the mJnisterial
training of young men whom the Lord may graciously nrovide
may be f2 ithfully carried fonmrd accordjng to His will
(hatt, 24: 14; 28: H~-20; .::eph. 4: 7-16; Titus 1: 5.; Acts 14: 23
20: 28; 1 Tim. 3: 1), to the nraise of His name, and to the
extension of His Church here on earth!

Respectfully submitted,

Christ Lutheran Church
April 18, 1966

K. A. 4hlJnam1, Secretary

E. L. Fehlberg, Pastor
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41.

REPLY TO THE Iv1:!:FIORIAL OF CHRIST WTHED,\F CHTJRCE, ~nL1:TAUKBE

After having st1Jdied carefully and nrayerfull,r the memorial of Christ Lutheran
Church to the1966 Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference, which came to our
attention in the Prospectus entirE:Iy b'" surprise, siniJe we had no previous knowledp.e
of it at all, Peace Congre~ation lays before the Convention this unanimous opinion
of its Voters l Assembly, in order to make its position on this proDOs111 clear to our
Conference brethren.

1) It seems clear to us, from the "rording of the memorial, th?t the nresent seminary­
arrangement is not working a hardship of any kind upon the r1iJ't'Jaukee Con{!regation,
but, on the contrary, thnt it brings 't'Jith it "s"0iritual and financial benefits"
for the congregation thJt hosts it.

2) It is also clear th?t, alt'lOueh neace Congregation ooes indeed have adequate
physical facilities to host th(.:; seminar;-r, no constructive purpose will be served
for the seminary itself or ev~n for the Conference in ~neral to relocate it at
this time. Rather it ,,!Quld constitute a seemir,gl" unnecessary 'l\raste of funds and
of time, besides needlessly confusing the fenerDl public and giving the impres­
sion of instabilit:;r on the part of the Conference ~nd of its institution. 1,,1e
substantiate this stEtenent with the foll01,Jing 'lJoints:

a) Since 1959, the Conference has provided a subsidy-salary to the present pro­
fessor and has continued it, in spite of the fact thAt for several years now
no student has been enrolled for full time study. This continuation was
authorized partially as a mission subsidv, but chieflv to ne:rmit the nresent
professor to continue his O't'ffi study and 'Jrepar;·tion for 0uality instruction.
To change professors at this point ,,,onld, in a nurely business sense, set at
nought the long-term investment of the Conference in the prenaration of the
present instructor and 1'>"ould thus constitute noor Christian ste"rardshin.

b) In a lesser degree, the anount of rnone" ~ nvested in the printing of catalogs
and bulletins for the semiI1e'1.ry, on 1'vhich the !'-ilHaukee location is stated
would be lost.

c) For the nast seven yee rs J tfi@ lfilwcmkee location of the seminary has been
advertised-to the members of the Conference as well as·to the genera1 Public
To change the location at this Doint, without any definite advantage to the
Conference, vrould, we feel, give the undesirable imnression of instability
to the comlnunity at large.

d) vv~ile it is clear that the Lord has given certain gifts to the Pastor in
lVIilwaukee and also certain gifts to the n3stor in Tinley Park, the gifts of
both these brethren being desirable in an ir.structor, we feel that no good
purpose would be served simply to tr9nsfer the nrofessorshin from one to the
other, since ga:tns in certain areas 1~Jcl.1.1d thus be rr:ade or~y to the loss of
other valuable talents. Fa net gain would he accomplished in that event.
t;ere the Conference able to support a serrLinary program vdth two instructors,
the combined talents of the brethren concerned wO~11d definitely be Hdvanta­
geous to the program; hOi"ever, this t~e of arrangement also seems not
feasible at the present time.

3) Although it appears to be common ~nowledge in the Conf?rence that ?eace Con~rega­
ticn is at pre sent laboring under tr~l:1.ng fj_nancial circumstances, it ITIUst a Iso be
clear that this congregation has not reaue8tec.~ any assistance in the form of Con-
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ference subsidy and at present does not ~ntend to do so, In snite of the 42.
fact thc:t this is purely a congregational matter, we Fish to Make it knOl''Il
to our Conference brethren that it is not sii'nly a lack of ahility on the Part of
our membership to support the Hol;T Li_nistr;T in O\.l.r midst, but rather tha t a proh­
lem exist s in the spiritual cOEdition of 'Jr rt of the meJllbership, so tha t the
willingness to give is lacking, not the abilit" to five. The conF!regation feels
that it ,'TO'11d be definitel" um,.Jise to I"l.CC8Y)t fbancial suhsidy of any kind at the
present, since the presence of t}lis extra money v.To- 11d tend to relieve some of the
financial tension and at the same time lull the membership into a fAlse secnrit:'lr,
which would onl" tend to strengthen our nerlectful brethren in their sins of
omission. For t1:1is reason, we ·wol'ld urgentlv :Bequest the Conference not to con­
sider an~r action which would no,,! subsidize our congreQ'ation to any degree wha.t-"
ever, but rether to nemit us, under the gracious guidar:ce of God's Holv Spirit,
to seek a lasting solution to our problem here by gain:tn(? our "Teak brethren from
their error. 1'e trust th t the Conference will honor this rrOd-1Jleasin~ re(1uest.

4) In order that the Conference seminar'r mFlY not simnl;r become a nroject of Christ
Lutheran Church but may continue to be a Droject of the entire Conference, evi­
denced by the continued su~rvis:or: aul financi.'11 sun'"1Ort olfi the part of the
Conference, we urgently re~uest that the Sonference continue naving the salary of
one-hundred dollars Der month to the present seminarv instructor, in addition to
,~hat his congregation gives hin as p~storal salary. It is inconceiva1>le to us
that the Conference ,"auld even consider having a seTJinary professor to do its l'rork
l ..,,rit~lout pa:rrir.g hLT}l for his ser\r~ces, in the lipht of God 1s 1-.ford, Jererniah 22:13,
which lJays: 11, 'oe unto him•.. that useth his neip"hbor's servj_ce ,dt"out l'Jap;es and
giveth him not for his work. 11 Incidenttlllv,!'IE of this con~regation Are also
80plying this 1,!ord of God to ourselves regarding the sUl":mort of our pastor.

l:ay the dear Lord and Savior of His church grant our brethren assembled at this
convention grace and strength, in this and all its other business, to do His ~fill,

for the continued l'relfare of His church on e8 rih and to fIis glonr a lone.

kith cordial fraternal geetings,

PEi', CT~ EV. LUTBER \F CHURCI-T
Unanimously adoptad,
June 5, 1966 H. Daniel lensinf", SecretAry

T1enry J. BaChmann, Elder
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JY'iE!'~ORI£.L CONCERNING A SEHIi\TARY INSTRUCTOR
IN THE FISC.'..L YE,R 1966 - 1967

43.

(A s adopted and presented to the Concordia Lutheran Conference "y St. Paul's Lutheran
Church of Coos Bay; Oref,on.)

Whereas, there has not been a st'_ldent in our se!'rinary for the l,c>st bro ;ve"rs and only
two students since its orgap~zati0n;

~-fuereas, there are no young men read~r to enter the seminarv in this next year -'3S far
as we know;

Hhereas, young men are expected to have considerable l1igher ech lcatinn before aD"'bri.nr;
for admission to the semi.nary;

vfuereas, all present rmstors in the Conference cp-n be !<eDt adeQuatebr busy b;T heing
a sheryherd to their 11resent flocks and by doi_ng endless mission Hork;

Whereas, any congregation 11ho tr111'" ~v-ishes to h"ve the full time Ministrv ;lnd cannot
support it alone may appl1T to our conr'fl'ega-sinns thr'1up-l1 the nissinn chairman
for assistance or may eo directly to the local congregati1ns throuFh their nas­
tors for assistance;

h~ereas, there is no co~and in Scripture th~t a church hody must have a seminary
even when there are no students seeking its assistance;

BE IT RESOLVED, tha.t we Christians do not let ourselves feel that 1.-r€ err ,,"1en ltre do
not have a seninary vhich has no students re<1uesting its services;

Be it further resolved, th::t for this year no called pastor be burdened with nrenara­
tion for seninary instruction;

Be it ftlrther resolved; that a pastor and conrrrega.tj.on be .nsked to accept the sernin=
ary propert'T and be ready to open the seminary when students are available, and
that when such seminary is reopened he be paid as close to '100.00 ner month as
the Conference treasury can stand (according to the decision of the Boprd);

Be it further resolved, that seminary catalogs he distributed freely 8I'10np. all oon­
gregati,ns in fellowshi~ and memhershin with the Conference;

Be it further resolved, that our pastors 1md parents consider lift311 the l'Torld's need
for faithful pastors ond refUla.rl;v and faithfnll,r remind the children, especial­
ly the gifted, that he who desires the office of a hishon desires a pood thing,
1 T:i.mothy 3: 1.

Respectfullv submitted bv vote June 6, 1966,

A. J. Cordes, Pastor

John n. Dirksen, Elder

Ruben Kvalheim,Rlder

Ted. D. Fischer, Elder
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REPORT OF TilE COIvIl ITT:";E ON PUBLISHlrG HOUSE

To the 1966 Convention

Dear Brethren:

There has been no further nrogress in this phase of our

Conference endeavors. Lack of funds continues to be one of the

chief reasons why "re are not able to nut into oryerfltion the plan

which was proposed and adouted b'T the Conference in 1964.

The committee recorrruends th?t Pastor Bloedel continue

to o~r8te the Print Shory in its service to the Conference in

the areas approved bv the 1964 Convention, such as: Concordia

lutheran printing, Sunda.y School materj.nls, [) nd tracts; and

thot our congregations be encouraped to beseech the Lord to

bless our continued prayerful efforts to'N8ros thA eventual

establishment of our mm publishing house and to t.hat end

help build our Conference General ~2nd=

f,ay the Lard of the Church graciously bless this

undertaking!

Resnectfull~r submitted,

E. L. l"ehlberg, Chairman

Rev. p. R. Bloedel

Lr. Elfred Bloedel

44.
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MinuteG of the Sixteenth Annual Convention
Oonoordia Lutheran Conference

Held at st. Stephenfs Lutheran Church
Wilmot, South Dakota, June 17-19, 1966

Friday M~rning, June 17, 1966

45i

The Sixteenth Annual Convention began Friday morning at 9:30 with divLi6 services
in which President Natterer preached on Psalm 118: 28. His theme was "Thou Art MY
God, And I Will Praise Theel" Pastor Schaefer, the host pastor, served as liturgist.
The offering was received for the General Fund of the Conference treasury.

President Natterer officially opened the first session of the convention at 11:00
A. M. He presented the agenda and the committee changes, caused by the absence
of delegates, which changes were accepted as corrected.

The Preliminary Report of the COinmittee on Registration and Excuses
5 Pastors
8 lay delegates
27 viiitors were present for the opening service and sessions.
The report was accepted.

It was moved that Pastor Mensing and delegates of Tinley Park, Illinois congregation
be excused full time frem the convention sessions as they had requested.
Seconded. Carried.

The Annual Report ~f the President
President Natterer then gave his annual report which was accepted by the convention
by a motion, pending the report of the Review Committee. Seconded. Carried.

The report encouraged the Conference to remain faithful to the Word in spite of the
small size of the Conference and the temptations tc become indifferent to the full
truth, reminding us that God's Word and the Spirit are powerful in any sized group
which holds steadfastly to His Word. Vice-president Schaefer then appointed Pastur
Bloedel, Ronald Schlaht, and Julius Schmitt to review the presidential report.

The Press Committee Report
Pastor Schaefer reported on articles he had placed into the local papers. The
report was accepted with thanks. Seconded. Carried.

The Session adjourned for lunch.

Friday Afternoon Sessi~) 1:15 P. M.

The npening devotion was the singing of hymn 22, "Lord, When We Bend Before Thy
Throne," Psalm 148, and prayer.

Pastor Mehlberg began the delivering of his essay entitled "The Christinn's Entire
Life, a Life of Praise to God." In the introduction he presented the meaning and
use of the word "nraise" in the Holv Scrinture. the Lorn's will concerninl! a life
of praise to Him,4and-the Chri~tianls ~otiv~-i~ de~iri~g,-and hi~ ~bi1ity~t~ iiv~,
a life of praise to God during his entire life.

Part I was "The Early and Preparatory Years of a Christian's Life, A Life of Praise
to God." The Christian prl:\ises God for his physical and spiritual birth, for the
many blessed privileges he enjoyed as a Chlld and young person to begin his develDpe­
ment into a mature adult Christian.
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Minutes of the Sixteenth Anhual Cohvantion cont. page 46

E. P. Bloedel (10 v~tes), T. E. Fischer (1 vote) and

Th.~TracJ_9.£}~m.l!.t~ Report .
The report spoke of those tract topics wnich had been ass~gned and those tracts
still available to the Conference. The report was accepted with thanks.

The question was asked whether or not other tracts had been received by the review
committee. The motion was made to accept the report ~f the committee with an
encouragement to those assigned tracts to com~lete their tracts as soon as possible.
Seconded. Carried.

The Report of the Credential's C~mmittee

There will be a total number of 15 votes expected. '~STngie delegates from
St. Paul's and St. John's will each have two votes in the elections.

The Report of the Treasurer
The treasurer reported on the 1965-66 receipts and disbursements ~f the Conference,
a review of six years of congregational support of the Conference, and a form t~

assist the Budget Committee in doings its work. The report was accepted with
thanks. Seconded. Carried.

Ballots for nomination of president were distributed.

The session adjourned for recess at 3:00 P. M. and reconvened at 3:40 P. M.

The Election of Officers
Pastors M. L. Natterer and O. W. Schaefer were nominated for the presidency.
Pastor Schaefer received 3 votes; Pastor Nattere~ 12.

A motion was made to revote on the slate of nominations for oresident because of
lack of stated information on the length of time the present·Viee-president had
been in office. Seconded. Carried.

Pastor Schaefer received 7 votes; Pastor Natterer, 8.
Pastor M. L. Natterer is the President.

Pastors H. D. Mensing, E. L. Mahlberg, and P. R. Bloedel were n~minated for the
Vice-presidency.

First Ballot Second Ball~t Third Ball~t

H. D. Mensing H. D. Hensing H. D. Mensing
E. L. Mehlberg E. L. Hehlberg
P. R. Bloedel P. R. Bloedel P. R. Bloedel

Pastor H. David Mensing is the Vice-president. (Note: See Saturday morning minutes.)

Pastors O. W. Schaefer, A. J. Cordes, E. L. Mehlberg, and P. R. Bl~edel were
nominated for the office of secretary. Pastor Schnefer received 6 votes, Pastor
Cordes received 8 votes, Pastor Mehlberg received 0 votes, and Pastor Bloedel, 1.
Pastor A. J. Cordes is the Secretary.

Nominated for Treasurer:
W. F. Fischer (4 votes).
Mr. E. P. Bloedel is the Treasurer.

Nominated for Board Member-at-large: P. F. Luedtke (5 votes), W. F. Fischer
(9 votes), and T. E. Fischer (1 vote).
Mr. W. F. Fischer is the Board Member-at-lar~e.__--:;._;...-..;;;;;;..;;..;.:.;;.;;..-;..;,;;;.....;.;.;.;;...;...;..;;;.;;..;.......__.... x
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Minutes of the Sixte9nth Annual Convention cont. page ..J'"
I·

The Committee on Nominations and Electicns recessed to prepare nomination slates
for committees.

The Report~ the Committee cn LutherGn Union
The committee chairl'1lcln read his report concer:ling its activity during this last
year. The report \-las received with special thanks. SGconded. Carried.

The Election of Committees

Lne Election of the Com.inittee cn Lutheran Union
The constitution declares Pasters H. D. ~8Dsing, A. J. Cordes, and E. L.
as members of this commHtee, because of the electGd offices they hold.
See Saturday morning minutes on change of Vice-presidency from Pastor H.
to Pastor E. L. Mehlberg.)

Nehlberg
(Note:
D. Mensing

Laymen being nominated by the nominations cC~littee were V. K. Bloedel and P. F.
Luedtke. ~~. Blnedel received 10 votos and I~. Luedtke 5 votes.
Mr. V. K. Bloedel is the layman of the Committee on Lutheran Union.

The RODort of the EditQrial Committee-_. ._--'""'--
The editor reported on the participation ar.d circulation of the Concordia Lutheran.
His report and that of the business manager were received with thanks. Seconded.
Carried.

The Election of The Com~ittee on Missions
The nomin~tions committee presented slate A and B for committee on Missions.
Slate C was nominated

Slate A
Pastor E. L. Mehlberg

K. Ahlmann
H. Bachman

from the f lonr •
Slate B

Pastor H. D. Mensing
C. Palmquist
R. DeLair

Slate C
Pastor O. W. Schaefer

C. Palmquist
P. F. Luedtke

The Committee on Missions is Pastor E. L. Mehlberg, l1r. K. Ahlman, and Mr. H. Bochman.

The Election of the Committee on
The nominating committee nominated:

Slate A
Pastor P. R. Bloedel
Pastor H. D. Mensing

P. F. Luedtke
David Mensing

Theological Education

Slate B
Pastor O. W. Schaefer
Pastor H. D. Mensing

J. A. Schmitt
T. E. Fischer

Slate B Slate C
Pastor 1? r Mo h1 ho,.", Pastor O. lrf. Schaefer

~. .... .....v ........... ...,v ... b

Pastor O. W. Schaefer fastor E. L. Mehlberg
M. R. Luedtke H. R. Luedtke

Slate B comprises the Committee on Theolog~cal ~u~ation.

The Election of The Committee on Sunday School Haterial
The nominating committue mov·:d that since the 110rk rIBS incomplete the present men,
Pastor P. R. Bloedel, ~~. Elfred Bloedel, Mr. David Mensing, and I~. V. K. Bloedel
be retained. The motion was seconded. Carried.

TIle Election of The Editorial Committee
The nominating committee nClminatod slate A and B. Slate C was nominated from
the floor.

Slate A
Pastor E. L. Mehlberg
Pastor H. D. Mensing

M. R. Luedtke
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The Editorial Committee is:
Pastor o. W. Schaefer, Editor
Pastor E. L. Mehlberg, Assistant Editor
Mr. M. R. Luedtke, Business Manager for the Concordia Lutheran

page ~t8

It was moved to make the slates unanimous and thank the nominating committee for
its efficient work. Seconded. Carried.

The Report of the Reviow Comrcittee of the President's Report
The Committee has reviewed the report of the president and regards it as being
factual and edifying. ~we gratefully thank our president for ably carrying out
the duties and functions' of his office during the past year. Respectfully
submitted, Rev. P. R. B12adel, Mr. Ronald Schlaht, and Mr~ Julius Schmitt.

The editor of the Concordia Lutheran announced that he will give to each pastor
a list of subscribers in his o~m area.

The sessions recessed at 5:}0 P. H. to reconvone on Saturday morning at 9:00 A. M.

The sessions resumed at 9:10 A. H. with devotion lead by Pastor P. R, Bloedel:
Hymn 1$ "From All That Dwell Below The Skies H , Psalm 103, prayer, and Hymn 27
"0h Bless The Lord l1y SouIlI!

The minutes taken Friday June 17, 1966 were accepted. Seconded. Carried.

The president reported on a telephone call made to Pastor H. David Mensing, who was
elected as Vice-president. He reported tlwt Pastor Mensing expressed his apprecia­
tion of the confidence which the brethren bave in him, that he was willing to serve,
and that because of his present circumstances it vlOuld be inadvisable and impracti­
cal to elect him to t he office of the Vice-president.

The motion ",!as made to reopen the nominatinns on t he Vice-presidency. Seconded.
Carried.

Pastor P. R. Bloedel and Pastor E. L. Mehlberg were nominated. Pastor E. L. Mehlberg
is the Vice-president.

The Second Presentation of the Essay

Part II liThe Middle and Active Years of a Christianls Life, a Life of Praise to God.1!
Pastor Mehlberg spoke of "his entranc~ into activ8adult life, his regular work and
calling, his life as a citizen of the state.

The convention was recessed for ten minutes.

The Report of The Auditing Committee

UHaving examined the books of our Conference treasurer, l"iI'. Elfred Bloedel, the
Auditing Committee is pIe ased tv report that we lIEve found them in good order.
The balances in the v~rlOUS funds are s~ch as are reported in the Treasurer's report
and are verified by a reconciliation of ths Bank statement and reported balances. 1I

Respectfully submitted, Rev. O. W. Schaofer, Chairman, T. E.Fischer, Carl G.
Palmquist. This report was accepted by a motion. Seconded. Carried.
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The Report of The Co~~ittee on Mission~

The chairman reported on the continued DGed of St. Luke's Lutheran Church for a
subsidy of $285.00 per month to be acded to the salary provided by the congregation.
He reported that the past:Jr of PeaGe Luthenn was still required to work~ He
encouraged the Conference to pray also for the day when Oandidate Schmitt will be
put into full time mj.ssion work. The report was rGc'-lived with thanks. Seconded.
Carried.

The Report of the Subsidized Congre~ation in Seattle
Pastor Bloedel reported that the blessings of the Lord upon the work of the pastor
was above the merits deserw]d. A mission chairman has been appointed to keep a
perpetual canvass goin§" witn the help of the members of the congregation. The growth
in numbers was also a special gracious blessing of the Lord. St. Luke's and its
pastor acknowledged and accepted God's pardon for the sin of sending ~nd accepting
the call without full time support.

The amount of request of ~285 per
members salaries freely mvntioned
pastor from St. Luke's is $3,168.
on a house.

manti! Fas arrived at by taking an average of the
b,Y them. The pres:mt salary received by the

The pastor is at the present time making payments

The Von Rohr family who are guost communicants of St. Luke's was also reported cn.
The report was received "lith thanks. Seconded. Carried.

The convention adjourned at 11:50 A. M. to reconvene at 1:15 P. M.

Saturday Aftornoon, June 18, 196~

Pastor Schaefer opened the sessions "lith a devotion: Hymn 34, "1'1y Soul, Now Bless
Thy Haked H

J Psalm 66, and prayer.

The Report of The Committee On Sunday School Matorial

The chairman of the committee recorted on the use of tho Sunday School material and
the financing of it. $200.00 is'required for this fiscal year- alsea Resolutions
were suggested to the Convention to approve thsso finances and to tl~nk the Lord for
His abundant blessings on this ~Drk. The chairman Ytr. E.Bloedol encouraged suggested
changes to bo mailed to him soon for Series II and also for Series I if there are any.

The work and report was ccmmended and accepted with thanks, together with the
specific accepting of the three recommendations listed by the chairman of the
committee. Seconded. Carried.

The Committee recommendations:
1. approve the $200 transfer to the Sunday School fund carried out last April;
2. earmark a similar ~mount for Sunday School materials in the General Fund

bUdget for the 1966-67 fiscal year; and
3. recognize with thankful hearts the abundant blessings of the Lord on this

work to the pres(mt and beseech Him for His continued grace that progress
L'1 this project ma~l ccntinue, to His glory" alone and tho spiritual ~lell­

being of our boys and girls. Elfred Bloedel, chairman, Rev. Paul Bloedel,
David T. Hens ing , Victor Bloede1
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~~~~E~~ittee2~~heolo~~cal Educat~on

nyour C~mmittee on Theologicsl Education was unable and had no cause to
the past 12 m()nths." Respectfully submitted, P. R. Bloedel, Chairman.

The report was accepted with thanks. Seconded. Carried.

, -page ' ,~.c

meet during

A resolution was presented concerning the future of the seminary and its instruct~r.

Secended.

It was moved to table the presentation of this resolution concerning the seminary
and its instructor. Seconded. Carried.

The Report of the Seminary Instructor

The instructor stated that because no students attended the seminary this last year,
he had given full time to the ~ongregati0nalwork. It was bill prayer and hope that
students would be provided by the Lord 80d also that Peace Lutheran and its pastor
might see their way clear to permit the seminary to be relocated there.

The report was accepted with thanks. Seconded. Carried.

Memorials on the Seminaty and the Instructor

The printed memorial of Christ Lutheran Church was read.

The unwritten memorials of Peace Ev. Lutheran Church and st. Paul's Lutheran Church
were read.

It. was moved and seconded to remove the previously tablajrosolution personally n".ade
by the chairman of the Committee on Theological Education.

The resolution was read.

Considerable discussion was given to the amount to pay the Instructor should the
seminary be kept open.

The convention recessed at 3:00 P. M. to reconvene in ten minutes.

The tabled resolution was reread for pOSG~ble acticn on the two unprinted and
prar.t6d memorials. The resolution is as follows:

WHEREAS, a true Christian seminary is certainly necessary in
planning for a future ministry;

WHEREAS, the situation regarding a sufficient number of pastors
.f',,"" .....,,,.,.. _,....~_v'l,...._,.. ... ..; __ W"ln"l'T ,..j,-,r,,,,,,_,', n+ n,....,"'f? ... ';ft1,,,, •
.l..V. VI.4 ......... '-llJ.6.Lv50u.vU JljG.J' vUQU::;v Q" CUleY U.i..llJ,U,

WHEREAS, the maintainanco of a seminary provides the opportunity
to encourago young mcn to pursue thoological training in
the pure teachings of God's Word; ard

WHER~~S, the maintainnnco of a sem~n3ry maIms it possible to have
the ben8fit of having on0 of our pastors always prepared
to teach the coursvs set forth in our curriculum; and

\'iTHEREAS, tho continuance of our sCJrrlinary, under thE; Mihraukee
plan, docs not :involve a prohibitive outlay of funds:
be it thorofare

RESOLVED, that we praise the L~rd for having mGde the possibility of
maintaining a seminary a reality among us during the past
years and that lli~d~r Godts gracious guidance we continue
to provide, in this way, for th" training of a futuru ministry.

parried.
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There was discussion concGrn~r.g tho amount of salary to be given the instructor.
The delegates and pastor of Christ Lutheran Church were excused to discuss the
lnatter privately.

of the Budget C0mmitteePr[:Ernin.qry Report
General Fund-----· .
St. Luke's $,
Lutheran ~

--r5O
J:~-,0
--..,.'-r;;

~
200_·SO
l~

---r5
106

ljMO

Subsidy:
Concordia
Travel
Telephone
Proceedings
Periodical subscriptions
Tract Program
Sunday School M~terials

Contingencies
Miscellaneous
Free Conference
Printing of Constitution

1\otal
Seminary Fund

Salary
Supplies

Report of Dclega~0s..2Ed Pastor of Christ Lutheran

The convention heard the expression from the de10gatus of Milwaukee, indicating
the wish to continue the Seminary arrangement that it has with our Conference and
the)''' expressed the desire of the congregation to reduce the Conference financial
responsibility to $50.0J par month.

It was moved that the convention respond favorably to this expression nnd authorize
a salary of $50.00 per month to bG paid to tho Conferenc5 instructor, who is also
the pastor of Christ Luthoran Church C'f Nihraukee" Seconded. Carrit:cd"

The Report of the Publishing House Commit teo
The committee recommended that 1:'a,jtor Bloedel continuE: the Print Shop in the service
of the Cor.ference and that it vms not, possiblG to progress at presECnt toward a
Conference Print Shop. The motion was made to accept the report. Seconded. Carried.

It was moved that "Pastor Bloedel continue to operate the Print Shop in its service
to the Conference in the areas approved by the 1964 Convention, such as: Concordia
Lutheran printing, Sunday School materials, and tr3cts; and that our congregations
be encouraged to besoech th0 Lord to blGSS O1~r continuod prayorful efforts toward
the eventual ostabUshrr.ent of Ol.'r own publi~hiDg house ar.d to that Gnd help build
our Conference GGnoral Fund." SecondGd. Cnrriud.

Th.£k~py_~cnt~n~
Under the second part liThe Hiddle and Active Years of a Christian's Life, a Life (If
Praise to God," the essayist s90ke of "his lifo in the cb.urch and his life in the
home.1!

After announcements the Convention adjourned at 4:30 P. M. with the Lord's Prayer
and the Benediction, to reconvune at 1:30 P. M. on Sunday Afternoon.

The Suncay service vTill begin at 10:00 A. Mo and communion announC8ments li'ould be
taken t,. tween 6 :30 and 7: 30 F. 1"1 0 by the host pastor Saturday evening,
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Sunday Murning jJ June 19, 1966
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The guest sp0akar for the 10:00 A. N, Sunday morning Co~munion Service was Pastor
A. J. Cordes of St. Paul'S Lutheran Church, Coos Bay, Oregon. His text was P£alm 71
and his thema, "Why Christians Prniso God. 1l The massage showed how the Psalm reminds
Christians that, IlPraise for God flows frem trusting God, praise for God is a drive
in t he Christian, and praise for God is always caused by God HimsEllf."

Sunday Afternoon, June 19, 1966

The opening devotion at 1:30 P. M., led by Pastor E. L. Mehlberg, was the ainging
of H;ymn 35, lISongs of Praj.s' t he Angels Sang, II Psalm L8, and prayer.

Saturday's minutes (June 18, 1966) were accepted by a motion as clarified by the
convention,. Seconded. CarrL,d.

Tho Fin~~~~lt,"tion of the Essay
The third part of t he essay Has, llTho L3~G nnd Declining Years of a Christian I s
J-lifs j a Life of Praise to God H } cJealin.g "tJith !this retirement, his life as a citizen
of the state, his life;) in the ctlUrch, his life in the home, and his blessed departure
to his heavonly home. 1f Tho conclusion contained a brief summary and application.

It was mavea "{;o accopt "{;n~s edifying essay \lfith our sincere thanks and hav", it
printed in our Concordia Luther&n. Soconded. Carried.

The motion was made to include in t he above mot:ion an amendment to have the essay
reviewod by a rovi.'.:;w comrnittee. SocondGd. Carried.

The motion as amended \oJas carried. Namely: The edifying essay was accepted with
sincere thanks, it is to te subject to r oviow by t he president, and be published
in the Concordia Lutheran.

The Rep<"'rt ~f~he Re~olllticm I s Committee

The chairman mov"d trlat th8 feHewing I'Jsolutions Dc: adopted:
Resolution 1, thankin~ Plstor P. R. Bloedel for his work as Conference Printer, was

seconded, carried.
Resoluticn 2, concerning articles in t he Concordia Lutheran was accepted.
Resolution 3, concerning the ~vork Df th8 Editorial Committee was 3ccepted.

The convent ion recessed at 3: GO P. H. for t en minutes.

Resolution 4, concerning subsjdy for St. Luko's of Seattle was seconded, carried.
Resolution 5, concorning typing of stenciJ s nnd mir180graphing of Proceed ings and

Agenda was carricd.
Resolution 6, concerning nnofficia1 repres"ntation at t he Third Lutheran Free

Conf(lronce ,;as carried.

Pastor Mehlberg, who e.tterioed the lc'st t.10 Fr8G Conferm1CGS gave a brief summary
of the history and futuN of the Free Conferences. He pointed (;ut the opportunities
to witness and the dangers invo1'li6d in such Free Conf c:renCGs. 'I'he report was
gratefully accepted with thanks. CerriGd.

It was moved that t be GSs::,ys of thu Lutheran Free Ccnfe.-r",nc"s be filed with t he
president, chairman of th8 Con;mitt,_2 (~n Luth81ah Union, and the library of the
seminary • Carr ied •
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Resolution 7, concerning an additional Board-member-at-large was presented. A
substitute motion was pros,-,ntod, second,~d, and adopted.

Resolutions 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 were adopted as read.

It was moved to thank the Resolution's Committee feir their diligent and painsti'lking
work. Seconded. Carried.

!P- Ail£itio~L.~.!2lr~o!..,~J1,e",,~g~~aX;;r,o!:'!,~~~~~~hool Committ~

The chairmm reTcrted that for ~4.17 per issu~ an additional 500 copies of looflets
could be print..ad.

It was mDved to print 500 additional copies cf Series II of the Sunday Scheol
leaflets at an additionaL cost of ~~,17 per issue. Seconded. Carried.

T'10 Budget Cor,!"jtt3G' R Repor"O

It was moved to accept the BLdgGt as pres0n.ted.

Pastor P. R. Bloedel tIas appointed by the president as chairman of the Tract
Committee with Ivrr. Nartin Luedtke as businoss mC'nngar.

Because little business other than cost of mailinrr al1 the stock of tracts to
Pastor Schaefer was eff'Jct8d, the president was p~rmittQd to refrain f rom assigning
an auditing committee to revi<3w t hE; books of the tus::'ness manager of t he Tract
Committee.

The Final Report of the Commi,ttee on Registraticn and ExC!l;S8S

5 pastors, 8 lay delegates, 63 visitors ~,)re present. It 1"8S moved to excuse the
pastor and lay delegates of Peace Ev. Luth,)ranj one lay delegate each of St. Paul's
of Coos Bay and St. John's of Lebanon, Oregon. Secondad. Carried. The report was
submitted b,y Rev. O. W. Schaefer, E. Blo~del, Henry Reil.

It was moved to accept the jrJvitation of St. Luk--j I s of Seattle to host the 17th
Annual Convention, Jt,me 16, 17, and 18, 1967 in Ser,ttle \\Tashington. They "are
preparGd to providG lodging and m"a Is for all pastoral and 13j' delegates •••• (and)
will endeavor to provid2 accomodations lor oti18rs, but becaus,,- ••• facilities are
limited, all others shculd be preparGd to prcv~de th::ir own lodging.1! The June 5,
1966 letter of St. Luk~IS was signsd by Dale E. Ellis, chairm~n; Martin R. Luedtke,
elder; P;:nl1 F. Luedtk2, tr',1steG; and Lev. P. R. Bloedel, pastor. Seconded. Carried.

It was moved that t he Tract Chairmt.n drat-! up the nGcessary guidelines with tho viel"
that the Tract Committee tJCO~118 a stand irg C omnH t<"8, that he pres2nt such guidelines
at next year's Board of Director's me8ting, and that the Board of Directors present
suggestions to t he next convsntion. SecC'nd"d. C:rried.

It "ras moved that th8 eha irman of thQ Sund!1Y School comrnjttee d raw up the necessary
guidelinos "TitrJ tho viei\! that t he Sunday School Comrdttee becoree a s tanding com­
mittee, and thnt he pros,nt such guidelines at nvxt yc;ar's Board of Dinctcr's
meeting, and that the Board presiJnt suggestions to t hEJ next convention. Seconded.
Carried.

It was moved to d ispens(; "TitL tr.e read ing of Sund aJ- afternoon's minutes since they
would be 1'eviewud by the prLsidium anYWly. Secondod. Carried.

It was moved to adjourn. SGcond ed • Carried.
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Respectfully submitted, A. J. Cordes

RESOLUTI~i-lS ADOPTED AT THE CONVEl,TICl\

President Natterer adjourned the convention at 5:45 P. M. wit" prayer, the singing
of Hymn 36, "Now Thank He All Our God."

RESOLUTION 1: The Conferenc~ Printing~ of P~~ Bloedel

WHEREAS, Pastor Bloedel has again diligently and faithfully served the
Conference in providiug the necessary printing services during
the past year; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Concordia Lutheran Conference extend its appreciation for
his labors in our behalf; and be it further

RESOLVED, That in the comjng yuar the Conference request him to continue, if
possible, under the LClrd, to opu::te the print shop in its service
to the Conference; and be it ft!rther

RESOLVED, That we ask the Lor-d graciously to bless his efforts during the
coming year. CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 2:
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVill,

Artie ills for the Cone ord ia Lutheran
.;.;.;;;--.;.;;...;;.;..;;.-..;;,..;.;.......,:..-.;..---~,-

the Conference re2de:is of The Ccncordi8 Lutheran have enjoyed the
edi::fying contributions vb ich vier..:; written by various pastors of
our Conference; and .
contributions by others of our pastors have not rogularly appeared
in The ConcordiA Lutheran; therefore he it
That the ConvGntion express its h8artfelt gratitude for the edifying
articles that have apP0ar0d, and be it further
That we encourage all our pastors and Also l~ymen to share their
talents with our readers through the pages of The Concordia Lutheran.

CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 3: The Work of t.he Editorial CommHtee

WH~EAS, By Gadia grace, ~ foncordi~ Iuthoran has b00n faithfully pUblished
by the Editorial Con~ittee on our ConferGnce again this past fiscal
year; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the 1966 Conventior: expnss its he3rtfelt gr3titude to the
Editorial Committee for its consistently f aithi'ul labors, and that
we pray the Lord of the Church to continuG to grant His gracious
blessing to this endeavor, to the furthe,oance of His Kingdom among us.

CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 4: The Subsidy for St. Luke's of Seattle

WHEI~EAS, The Conference hRS b8en subsid iv-ing St. tuk, I s congregation in an
effort to help that congregation adequately support its pastor,
and desires to continue tnis ,,1:) rk of love; and

WHEREAS, St. Luke's congregation has inform,;d our Conference that for the
coming fiscal voar it will neEd subsidv in the amount of
~3420:00 in order to relieve its PClsto~ of all secular work;
therefore be it

RESOLVED, That St. Luke's subsidy nceds bo prosented b, a r~ferendum to the
congregations of our Conference. If the total amount determined
by this referendum ~less trlan themcornmunded amount ($285.00 per
month), let this be used bycthe Conference as the subsidy for St. Luke's
for the ceming year; or if ttle referendum is oV0r-subscribed lot this
surplus be retained in the General Fund of the Cor~erencG. Forms
similar to those usd in t he previous referendum shall be employed to
help our congregations ihcilltate their decision in this matter and provide
our treasurer with a convenient method of financial tabulation. CARRIED.
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RESOLUTION 5: ~ Stenciling~ Mimoographing of Proceedings ~ Agenda

WHEReAS, lfJ!'. Julius Schmitt ~l'ep3ri..d t he stencils for the 1965 Convention
Proceodings nnd tho 1966 Agcnd'1; and

WHEREAS, -Psstor A. J. Cordes !'Ir,d members of his congregation mimeographed
and assembl"d tLerr1; there be it

RESCLVED, That we hoartily tll·:mk thesu brethren for this labor in our behalf.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS,

HHEREAS,

~'JHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

6: The Unofficisl ;iopresont1tion'lt~~ Luthcnn~ Conference

The recommendation of the Committee on luthercm Union requests unofficial
attendance at the Third Luth8!'o.!1 Froe Conference to te held at Columbus,
Ohio, on July 12 to H; and
it is one of tho purposos ~fcur Conforence to seok out those who truly
shara our Scriptu~a1 position :n doctrine nnd practice; and
the subject to to ccnsirlerec '1t t,ds Third Lutheran Free Conference,
is liThe Holy C;-)risU~n ChurcL snd True Ecumenicity, II which during recent
years has b,..;on grossly piJrv:,r-~.::d among the Luthorr.:n bodies in our
nation; therefore be jt
That the Concordia Lutheran Ccn.forence, in convention assembled,
throu!!h the Chp,irman of the Corr.mitte8 on Lutheran Union arrange for
the unoffici.al at.tendance of orle pastor and one layn;.sn at the Third
Luther~n Free ConforJnco, for tho limited purpose of observation
Dnd Christian te~timonYj trltlt allGCpenses (traveling, lodging, rJnd
registration fee) be raid by the Conference Trensury; and that these
individuals su bm:i.t a report to the Committee on Lutheran Union.

CARRIED

RESOLUTION 7:

'~JHEREAS, cur Constitution pTovides for ('nly two lay representatives on cur Board of
Directors,;

WHiltEAS, the location of the meetings of the r.oord togethar with w~rk obligations of
elected by bl"2rd members dOGS not ~h'r:ys permit attendance of both; and

WHEREAS, l~y particip~tion in the wcrk of our Conference is both valued nnd desired,
therefore ~e it.

RESOLVED, 'Ihet the l',;v repr6sent::tion C'n our Board of Directors be increased by
nmondj_ng Article VIII, Scction 5A, to reC"ld 11 ••• together vlith tHO lay­
members-at-brge ll ; ;:md be it further

RESOLVED, Th8t the two laymon elected to the bJnrd be chosen from difforont geogro.ph­
ic regions of our Crmferenc8; r'nd be it further

?ESOLVED, That tho r2commended constitutionel ch':nge be presented by our president
to our ccngrcg~tior,s for r<1tific"tion; ond be it further

?ESOLVED, Thrt, if tnA cht:nce js Appr(,II'Jd by tL0 necuss,:,ry 2/3 of our congregations,
our prGsid t;mt be .:-,uthor ized to appoint [] secrnd lay-momber-1t-large to
the board fer the b!11nnce of this current ccnference yer;r.

CARRIED

RESOLUTION 8:

1,lliEREAS,

v-JHEREAS,
RESOLVED,

thl:: Ccnvention assembled r,;~rcttcr; not haVing the presence of the pastor
and d61{3gat(;s of PCj·;ce l~thQran Cti1~,,'ch; and
their brothl:lrly 1ssist,nce ;'nd couns(·l v!8rO sorely missed; be it therefore
Th?t we remember Pence Cn'Jgr0gt'tion in cur prayers, thflt the Lord may
gl'8Ciously bless t.hese br0tr,ren in their CLristi-n efforts to solve their
problems ano m~ke it pcssibll: for tht::m "gelin to Le represented ~t our
next Convention, if H be i!is will. CARRIED
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RESDLUTION 9: The Conference Officer~ end Committee Members-
WHEREAS, the officers o.nd standin? (:(omm:i.ttees havo served our Conference in the

Lord for tho ):Xl st Year. rnd
WHEREAS, somo of th:)so- officars- And standin.:: committoes, under the Lord'i s guidance~

have boon reelec ted to se:rv~ in nis kingdom anotLer year; therefore be it
RESOLVED, Thpt we express our sincore gratitude for all thc:!t these brethren have

!1ccomp1ished in their Christi8n service to our Conference during the past
year; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we earnestly boseoch the Lord to continue t~ sh~wor His blessings in
rich abund'1nce upon all the duly elected officers and committee members
during the coming year.

CARRIED.

?ESOLUTION 10:

l;JHEREAS, J'1mes Luodtko, SC'?t~IG, ~Jashirl2:ton, son of Martin Luedtke, has kinqly made
~mc donated to our CcnfjrencG the bJ3utifu1 gavel lv-hich our president was
priVileged to use during this Convention; therefore bo it

RESOLVED, That we th~nk J~mGs for his l~bor ~f IFvo Q

CARRIED.

RESOLUTI6N 11: 1.£1.£ T::pists

WHEREAS, Mrs. A. J. Cordes and I~s. E. L. Mehlberg have assisted the convention by
typing minutes of the Pastoral Conference, Board Meeting, and Convention,
for the Conference Secretary; and· .

WREREAS, this effort on their part will expedite the conveyance of the business
transacted at the 1966 Convention to the member congregations; therefore
be it

HESOLVED, That He commend Mrs. C",rdes and "'.rs. Mehlberg for their labors, and extend
our thanks to them.

CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 12: 'Che Host Congre~ation

WHEREAS, st. Stephenis Congregation at Wilmot: South Dakota, has shown itself to
hi a most gracious host to the 1966 Con';;antion of the Concordia Lutheran
Conference; and

\iHEREAS~ we were privilugad to enjcy not only nourishment for our bodies but
especially rec:eivu:l in rich abundance the Bread of Life as nourishment fnr
our souls; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Conc~rdia 1utheran Conference express its wholehearted gratitUde
to the pastor and maniliers of this congregation for their most liberal
hospitality and Christi!'ln fell(\wship. Hhich contributed to the success of
the· Convention, ou spirit'.'al edificaticn J and our physical comfort.

CARRIED.
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