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SERfJON DE LTV RED AT THE OPENING SERVICE
BY THE Rev. H. L. Natterer

Lebanon, Oregon

Psalm 31:23, "0 love the Lord, all ye His saints: for the Lord preserveth the faith­
ful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer."

In Christ Jesus, our blessed Savior and Redeemer, dearly beloved fellow­
believers!

vfuich is the first and great commandrrent? The Lord Jesus answers, saving,
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind tl (Matt. 22:37). Look closely at these v.x:>rds, Nothing is excluded.
The Lord does not want a half-hearted love, a divided love--He wants the love of the
whole person. That is His tlord: The Savior says, IINo man can serve two masters:
for either he will hat the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one
and despi,se the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammonll (Hatt. 10:37). 0 how we
fall far short of loving the Lord God as we should, as 'God Himself commands us. For
how many of us can unhesitatingly and vrith firm confidence and trust say wi. th the
Psalmist, ""\r·Jhom havs I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that :I desire
be side Thee. Ey fle sh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart,
and my portion for eveI'll (Ps. 73: 25,26). Or with David in Psalm 18, III will love
Thee, a Lord, my strength ll (v. 1). lIe are hindered from loving God as vre should be­
cause of our sinful flesh and the constant temptations from the devil and the w:>rld.
How necessary it is; dear brethren, that we take to heart the exhortation of the
Psalmist -

o LOVE THE LORD, ALL YE HIS SAINTS!

Consider the reasons for this eMhortation. David. the one ~mo wrote this Psalm by
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, knew whereof he spoke. Tracing the life of David
as recorded in Holy l'rit we observe the many trials and tribulations which he had to
endure. Because of David t s outstanding victorie s and because of his great 'OOrolar­
ity Saul, the first King of Israel, was extremely jealo1ls of David and became one of
his most bitter enemies. The hatred which Saul had for David did not remain within
his heart alone, but also became evident in his actions. On various occasions Saul
attempted to take the life of David, so that David ,,;as forced to flee. Several
times Saul sought to smite David even to the wall "nth his javelin; but he slipped
away out of Saul t s presence. On another occasion David WCl.S forced to flee during
the night because Saul sought his life. (See 1 Sam. 18, 19) Because of Saul1s
murderous schemes and relentless pursuing after David, David was forced to live in
the forests as an outlaw. At such times he was sorely tempted by his sinful flesh
to think that God no longer love hini. And even later on after the death of King
Saul and David himself became King--there were still many trials through which he .
had to pass: the rebellion of his very O'Wl1 son, treachery from some of his friends,
etc. Such thL.'1gs, of course, 11l1eighee heavil,rtJ upon him. Then there la~rere also the
sins of which he had been guilty. That this was thecase is very evident from the
Psalm from which our text has been selected. Listen! IIFor my life is spent 'With
grief, and my hears nth sighing: my strength faileth because of mine iniouity, and
my bones are consumed. I was a reproach among all mine enemies, but especially
among my neighbours, and a fear to mine acquaintance •••1 am forgotten as a dead man
out of mind: I am like a broken vessel. For I have heard the slander of many: fear
was on every side: while they took counsel together against me, they devised to take
away my life •••For I said in my haste. I am cut off from before thine eyes: never­
theless thou heardest the voice of my supplications when I cried unto thee" (v.lOff).
Throughout the many trials which David endured, he recalls how God listened to his
earnest petitions and held His loving hand over him. After he had fallen into sin
and repented, the Prophet Nathan told him, liThe Lord also hath put away thy sin;
thou shalt not die" (2 Sam. 12:13). As David contemplates the undeserving love
which he has experienced from the Lord God he exclaims in Psalm Ie, "I \\d.ll love
Thee, 0 Lord, my Strength II (v. 1)
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We, too, ~ urged to love the Lord. For David says, "0 love the Lord, all- 4.
ye His SAINTS. II The 'W:)rd "saints" is used at least 19 times in the Psalms alone.
It is also used in the New Testament in many passages. (See Eph. 1:1; Acts 9: 32)
ThE'l_~2riJ2tura1.meaning is obviously.§. beliver. For of whom else could the Psalmist
write when he declares, "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His
SAINTS" ':Ps. 116:15). And in the New Testament the Apostle Paul in writing to the
members of the different Christian congregations refers to them as "saints". (1 Cor.
1.1+:33) And in the Book of Revelation the "saints" are described as those ......no have
washed their robes white in the blood of the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ. The
saints, the believers, are constantly to remind themselves of the"love of God which
prompted Him to send Jesus so that we might be delivered from sin, death, and hell.
II In this was manifested the Imve of God towards us, because that God sent His only
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him" (1 John 4:9). Our de­
liverance is also very beautifully described in the End:stle to the Hebrews. "Folll'as­
much then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise
tooK:: part of the same; tha t through death He might de stray him that had t he power of
death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage" (2:14,15). And let uS note well, dear Christians,
that we did not first love God, but rather that He first loved usl The Apostle John
tells us this in urunistakable v..ords, "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but thai:.
He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins •.•We love Him, be~

cause He first loved us" (1 John 4:10, 19). "For when we were yet without strength,
in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one
die: yet peradventure for a good man some 'WOuld even dare to die. But God COMMEND­
ETH HIS LOVE TOHi\.RD US, in that, t'ffiILE WE WERE YET SINNERS, CHRIST DIED FOR US.
Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath thru
Him" (Rom. 5:6-10). What love the Lord best01'lS upon us. He, the almighty God, has
led us to a saving knowledge of Jesus our dear Savior so thAt we trust and believe,
rejoice and take comfort in Him!

How often our sinful flesh tries to tempt us into believing that God doe s not
love us. The devil assails us ....rith this thourrht especially when we must endure af­
fliction, persecution, and ~ll manner of adversity. The prophets of old were no
exception to this temptation. 11hen the Prophet Elijah was being persecuted and that
evil queen, Jezebel, sought his life, we find that great Prophet of the Lord sitting
under the Juniper tree discouraged and tired; asking the Lord to take him home'.
(1 Kings 19:4) We see the Prophet Jeremiah going even farther, as it were, he cursed
the day of his birth. Jeremiah, the faithful Prophet of the Lord, wns persecuted be­
cause the people did not want to hear the truth. He was humiliAted and degra.ded.
We hear him declare, "Cursed be the day wherein I was born: let not the day wherein
my mother bare me be blessed •••Wherefore came I forth out of the womb to see labour
and sorrow, that my days should be consumed with shame?" (Jer. 20 :..14-1B) In a simi­
lar manner we hear Job do likewise as he experiences that terrible agony. (Job 3:1ff)
Let us not think that we are alone when ~ have such evil thoughts. The Apostle
Peter reminds the Christians tha t "the same afflictions are accomplished in your
brethren that are in the ,,",'Or Id" (1 Pet. 5: 9). "C

At such times the devil whispers: If God really loves you why does He permit
such tribulations? Let us not heed the sly thoughts wnich the enerrdes of our souls
attempt to instill into our minds. God's \fJord instructs us that the cross does not
manifest God's wrath against us, but rather reveals God's LOVE T01lJt.RD us; it makes
us as God's children. Scripture assures us that "whom the Lord loveth He chastencth
and scourgeth eV'ery son "v·vnom He receiveth'l (Heb. 12:6-10), and that "wnen 'W"B are
jUdged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned "With the world"
(1 Cor. 11:)2). The crosses which we bear, dear Christians, should help us to be
heavenly-minded instead of earthly-minded. Thus they are a.ctually tokens of God's
love for us, although they are indeed bitterly resented by our flesh.
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Therefore the Psalmist exhorts us, "0 love the Lord, nIl ye His snints."· 5.
Loving the lord mea-ns that we willinglv follow Dnd obey His ltJ"ord. Jesus savs,
"If a man love Fe, he will keep ~lY words ••• he that loveth Me not kcepeth not l'y say­
ings" (John 14:23,24). And if we truly love the lord ,"end His Ford, then we shall
n1Q("\ 1,.n:r.c ("\,.,0 nnn+'ho..... 'T'ho 1',l"V"\.Q+1o .11""\'h" Ho",'n~oo 1I/.V'lA +,.....;C! ,.,......Tnm~,.,t4'tT1on+ h!'.l'tTO 'lclTO
....... ..&. .... _ .._v ...... _"'._ ... "' .......,VJJ........ ~.LL_ .::l._~....,v ........ '""v ... "'.&. ... """'-'-'" ...... .1.vtJ, ~ ............... vJ. .... v ........,J;(J1l.U-,L ... \"oYu.......... \,oI J.L\.4V_ n_

from Him, that he who loveth God loveth his brother also" (1 John 4:21). l~a:v' the
Lord grant us an ever clearer understanding of His love toward us, so thr!t we, in
turn, may strive to increase in our love to Him and to one another! lunen.

'****************~- -
SEill"ION PREACHED AT THE SUND!,Y SERVICE

by the Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Seattle, l:!ashington

Text: r"vJe love Him because He first loved us!" (1 John 4:19)

De"r Fellowbelievers in Christ!

Love is the theme or motto of our Concordia. Luthernn Conference Convention here
a~ Lebanon, Oregon. It is ~ wonderful motto ~hen we consider the nature of our
gathering. He are Christinn people, re~resentatives of five different congregotions,
perfectly joined together in the Holy Ghost, knit \';Q th the bond of unity and fello"r­
ship to perform jointly the work of our Lord, Now our deliberations in our Conven­
tion sessions, in our committees, the hospitalit:T of this congrega+ion and the
reception of this hospite.lity sholJ.ld have been and should be such tha t were an unbe­
liever to look in upon us, he would have to exclaim: "Behold, hot-r these ueople love
one another! II It is a love not to be found among the unbelieving neonle of this
world!

The little text before us which is found in the Euistle Lesson for this Sunday
places in our hands as it were the leEr to the love l\~ich is found in the henrt of .
every true Christian and may everyone of us, by God's grace, use this KEY to open,
to look into, to lay bare and to search his he,'1rt, as we prepare to attend our
Savior's Feast of Love in the Holy Sacrament and also as we continue and conclude,
under God, the business of our Convention this nfternoon. To this end we will con­
sider as our theme the very words of our text--

1Iv,!E LOVE HIE BECf,USE HE FIRST WifED US!"

VIe shall see simply: 1) How the Lord God first loved us, and
2) How we as true Chri stians, should love Hil'l in return.

Hhen speaking of love one might rightly go into a lengthy dissertation on the
love of God which is manifested in all creation and in the world about us: How He
has made our bodies fearfully and ,..onderfully; endowed each of us with a rational
and immortal soul; placed the other creatures of this earth at our disposal; makes
His sun to give light, His clouds to bring forth rain and His earth to nroduce her
increase in her season for our benefit; nrovides us "dth everything we need for the
support of our bodies and lives; gives us 0 so many things over and n"bove whet l~re

need which are merely for our own pleasure and enjoyment. If this, hONever, is all
the further we go in this mn,tter of God's love we fl1.11 far short of the mark, for
even the heathen can recognize the goodness and love of God in His eCirthly blessinr:s.
This is one of the things which may be kn01,m of God b'.r nature.

But as man, by nature, does not know h'HO the true God is, but simply that there
is A God and th·t the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, must be revealed to
him from the Scriptures,--so also man, by nature, may know someth;ng of God's love
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but there is one thing that natural man does not !mow about God's love and 6.
that is lrJHY God is so loving as to give mankind so many earthly blessings!
But the Christian knows from the pages of Scripture that this external manifestation

__ I 41 •• .J '"' iL._ ., _
01 uoa I s .love ~n 'tne wor.La aoou't us WOU.La not. even ex~st. were ~'t no" lor "ne .J..ovt:
VJherewith God first loved us even before the foundation of this world ~I{a.s 1a1d,-­
that love which God had for us and for all mankind in eternity, in and through His
only begotten Son, our Savior and Redeemer.

The ron-Christian, on the basis of his natural knowledge and understanding,
looks upon God's love as something which God 0"'9S him and that he earns God f slave
much as a helpful child earns the love of his parents or a faithful employee earns
the love of his employer. The C"nristian, however, knows from Scrinture that God re­
quires mankind to be perfect and that everything short of perfection is sin and
rebellion against God. The Christian knows from Scripture that there is not a just
man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not, that the heart of man is deceitful
and desperately 1~cked, that in his flesh dwelleth no good thing, that as man is
born into this world there is no good in him from the sole of his foot to the top of
his head, that all people are conceived and born in sin, th~t in mankind there is
absolutely no righteousness vffiich avails before God and for '~hich man can deJ11and or
even expect remuneration from God. Only when this teaching of the Bible regarding
the wretched condition of all people by ~ture is well understood, does the unfa­
thomable love of God in and through His only begotten Son stand out boldly in all
its pristine beauty and perfection.

How then did the Lord God first love us? In eternity the Father determined not
to destroy rebellious mankind from the face of the earth, but He devised a plan for
man's eternal salvation. It is His kind and loving ldll that all neople be saved
and come to the knowledge of the Truth. Therefore "when the fulness of the time was
come God sent forth His Son" (Gal. 4:4).

The eternal Son of God who is true God. co-equel with the Father in glory and
majesty and in all the attributes of the C~dhead, -carried out God's plan of love and
became a true man that out of pure love He might do for men what man could not nos­
sibly do for Himself. As a true man, in our pla.ce, as our SUbstitute, Jesus did no
sin, neither was any guile found in His mouth--but He lived a life of perfect holi­
ness and because He W:JS also true God His righteousness was sufficient for all
people. Thus it was written by the Prophet, "This is His Name whereby He shall be
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jer. 23:6). But HORE than this: Out of pure
love this sinless Son of God was ma~e to be sin for us and thus took upon Himself
the guilt of all the sins of all mankind. And because He took unon Himself man's
guilt, again out of pure love, He bore in His own body the Ef,ernal nunishment which
all people deserve by their sins. This is love divine, all love excelling! This is
love at which human reason falters, VJhich surpasses our human knowledge and under­
standing, which transcends all human thought!

And because man, by nature, cannot by his O~iln reason or strenpth accept this
priceless gift of God's love, the Holy Ghost who also is true God, co-e0Ual ~dth the
Father and the Son, also out of pure love, works saving faith in the hearts of men
through the Gospel of Christ and Him Crucified so that we are enabled to believe in
Jesus as our own personal Savior and trust only in Him for our salvation, receive
lasting comfort from the forgiveness of all our sins, re~oice in the blessings of
our Lord as He rules and governs the world for our benefit, and recognize the love
of God in the most Common events of our lives and even in the most bitter of trials
and tribulations.

This, then, is how the Lord our God has loved us so that our eternal salvation
is not the least a work of our mm but from beginning to end the blessed '\'lurk of
God's love. And if we find in our hearts that bJr faith we accept the love of our
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God in Christ Jesus, then we will also tind there the God-given desire to love 7.
Him in return!

II.

ItBe first loved us lt , and because of this, our text tells us that "1'Je love Him lt •

"~Je love Him because He first loved usl tl How then do we love God in return for His
love?

What would you think of an able hodied man "Who time and again nrofesses to love
his wife and family but does not endeavor to support them or carry out his duties as
husband and father? Or Vlhat would you think of a 'trTife Vlho profesees to love her
husband and children but does not strive to make a pleasant home for her family and
refuses to carry out her duties as wife and mother? Or what ""''Quld you think of a
child Vlho frequently tells his father and mother how much he loves them but refuses
to give them proper honor and respect and neglects to serve and obey them? So a.lso
it is with the person who professes to be a Christian and is often heard saving: itO
how I love Jesus!" but who does not serve the Lord with gladness and who does not
earnestly endeavor to put the Lord first in his life and conduct! l~'here there is
saving faith in Jesus, there is also love; and where there is love there is also a
cheerful and glad serving and obeying ELSE THERE IS l\TEITHER LOVE NOR FAITH!

The Ten Cow~2nrlments and all passages of Scripture ~~ich tell us how we are to
be, etc •••• teach us Christians exactly how we should return the love of the Lord our
God both in relationship to the Lord and in our relationship to our neighbor. Cer­
tainly we can never reach perfection in returning the love of God here in this
world, but such perfection must always be our goal. Every true Christian therefore
inasmuch as he is a true believing child of God, will have the earnest desire to be
as God wants him to be, to do what God wants him to do, and to avoid what God for­
bids. f\.nd when on account of his sinful flesh he falls--he will not lightly dismiss
h; Q Q;n 'h'tl+- 'Y'or\",n"trc h;Tnoc1.r ~"""~~'"fl'" ~_A "....,,.. ...... , .,..;,...,.... .,..,..t4-\'" +,,",,0 /1:"1"'\_ ....... ,_ '0"",,'. fin T.'--_"''''~.c.~
I. .............. 1ooI~~ ... ..... """v __ p""vv,- LL....lUIJ ........ o ......a."'l,l ...J 00J..L\..l VAv..J,.O..LUL VV..4..v.l.l ~J.lw .1i.VVO"".,L.v J.a.u,..L.. v V'IJ.~..., ...... J.L\",; ......

man that I am!" (Rom. 7:24) and with a truly penitent heart he 'tr!ill turn to the
Savior for forgiveness, comfort, and peace. But if a Christian has no earnest de­
sire cheerfully and gladly to follow the Hard of God in his lil'e but takes the
attitude that he ird.. ll follow God I 5 1.1ord as long as it does il0t interfere wi.th "V\rhat
he wants to do--such a heart has become estranged from the Lord and that nerson is
in danger of falling from grace and making shipwreck of his faith.

It is clear that, if the love of God in Christ Jesus dwells in our hearts and
if we in turn, by God t s grace, love our Savior then ''Ie "Jill ''lIant the Lord to lead us
and we will search the Scriptures ever more diligently that "re may see Ris guiding
hand more perfectly. And then how richly the blessings of the Lord "rill flmlT tl1rouw
us in our Conference, in OUI' individual congregations, in our mission endeavors to
reach the unchurched, and in our personal lives. Brotherly love will be there,
unity and one-mindedness will be there, enthusiasm for the "rork of the Lord will be
there and every individual will pray: "Take Thou rry hands and lead me 0 t er life I s
rough l'llaY, l'ith heavinly manna feed me From day to day. f~lone, my foot-steps fal­
ter, Or straggle wide; Lord, who my life canst alter, Be Thou my Guide."

o dear Christians, may we love Him in every sense of the word, because He first
loved us! J\men.
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1Jfe can never cease to marvel at the works of God. They are 'PUre miracles! vJe
observe that within the realm of nature. The creation of the world out of nothing,
the preservation of all createcl things, the ruling of the world--all this constrains
us to confess: "0 Lord, how great are Thy worksl" CPs. 92:5)

In the Kingdom of Grace we observe tha t God is indeed the aJJnighty God. llctua~

ly, the miracles of God are greater in this Kingdom than in the realm of nature. By
nature we who are spiritually dead, bitter enemies of God, ha.ve had our hearts re­
generated by God the Holy Spirit through the precious Gospel message which tells us
that Ghrist has died for all and the heavenly Father has already in Christ forgiven
us all of our sins. And He who has forgiven us all of our sins and given us a new
heart, will also lead us through this world of temptation and sorro,"' into our
heavenly Home. Such truths far transcend man I s puny reason. The 'WOrk of justifica­
tion and sanctification, the relationship of which was so ably presented in an essay
at our last Convention, fills our hearts with thankfulness and our lips with praise
to the Giver of all good gifts. lI!ith the Apostle Paul we can declare, "This is a
faithful saying. and worthv of all accent,,q+'irln. t.hAt, r.hri ~t, .TP.!'ll1S came into the
world to sa:.re ;inners; of ~om I am chi~f~~(1--'h~':-i:i5)~-- ----

tJe mol" the means which God the Holv Spirit uses to transform the heart of sin­
ful man. He does not gather His Church together through His absolute power, not
through force, but through the Gospel Which tenderly invites sinners to nartake of
the blessings of salvation. By nature man looks upon this Gospel as utter foolish­
ness, but look at the D01rrer of this Gospel! The Apostle says that it is the nower
of God.(Ram. 1:16) On the Day of Pentecost ~men the Anostle Peter preached this
message unto the people we are told, IfThen they that gladly received his l-rord ",rere
baptized: and the same day there were added unto t hem about three thousand 80',18 11

(l'ccts 2 :41). This was the power of the Gospel. In the Book of f.ets the prowth of
the Church is often described h1.th the "w\fords, Haddad to the Church u (Acts 2:47; 5:
14; 11: 24). It Was God the Holy ·Snirit 'Who did this through the Gosnel nroclaimed
by the believers.

As we today pray for the growth and success of the Church we must not think and
act as though we needed more than the Heans of Gra.ce through which the Holy Snirit '
works upon the hearts of men. It is not the imoosing church edifice, large numbers,
active organizations within the con~repation, but the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ which changes the sin-laden heart of man. Thus the Apostle Peter reminds the
Christians, "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
Hord of God, which liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Pet. 1:23).

Brethren, this precious message is to be proclaimed faithfully. Let us, there­
fore, prove ourselves faithful builders of God's Temple in spite of the many
obstacles which stand in the way. ~Je are surely aware of the fact that these hin­
drances are manifold. v.re see, first of a 11, our O1·m inability. \,Te are miserahle
sinners laden with many infirmities and weaknesses. If that great II1')ostle Paul had
to declare, IIWe have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the
power may be of God, and not of USIf (2 Cor. 4:7), then how much more 'ITe must marvel
at God's p&wer and wisdom, especially, as we recognize our own frailities. The dev­
il also seeks to hinder and destroy the preaching of the Gospel. Particularly in
these last evil days of the world, Satan is manifesting great wrath because he kno'ITs
that the end of all things is at hand and he has only his allotted "little season".
(Cp. Hev. 20:3) Satan is manifesting great wrath because he against the 1,Tord of
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Satan seeks to sow the seed of indifferentism against the vrord of God through- 9.
out the members of the Church. Ah, who can begin to emunerate the many 'r.Jays
in which Satan seeks to attack the city of our God! Is it not a miracle that in sniie
of our weakn.esses and t.t~e bitter assaults of the de"vil that God's 11\rork remains?

tTe know that we have God's promise that His Hord will not be f1reached in vain,
but accomplish the purpose for which it has been sent. This means that the preach­
ing of the \Jord ",rill be a savor unto life for those who repent of their- sins' and
cast themselves upon the mercy of God revealed in Christ the Savior from sin, death
and hell; and, it will be a savor unto death for those Who reuent the Word in stub­
born unbelief. Hence the success of our labors is in the hands of God. We are to
concern ourselves with the command of the Lord of the Church, iiCo ye into all the
,,,"orld, and preach the Gosp91 to every crea.ture" O:ark 16:15). This we are to do ac­
cording to the ability that God h3s given us and "rithin the limitations ",,",ich He
Himself sets forth in His Hard. This is one of the objects of our Conference!
"Joint extension of the Kingdom of God through cooperative mission "''Ork of our con­
grega.tions. (Eatt. 28:19-20; Hark 16:15-16: Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8)" See Article III,
par. 4 of our Constitution.

But our Conference is small. To be small in numbers is nothi.ng of vrhich to be
ashamed as long as our smallness is due to our adherence to God's Word and we seek
not our ovm glorification but to magnify the Lord to "mom alone be all honor and
glory and praise. It is He who l~rks in us both to will and to do of His good
pleasure. And He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the ~ower that ,~rketh in us. The Lord neither chose the Israelites
because they 1t/ere more in number than any people, nor were the enemies smit+;en be­
cause of Israel's might. It was the LORD GOD lmo delivered the enemies into the
hands of the Israelites. The Eidianites and the Amalekites were defeated not by the
ten thousand but by the three hundred Israelites. (See Judges 7) And so we in our
Conference should realize that "all depends on our possessing God's abundant grace
and blessing." (Hymn 4250 "Not by might, nor by power, but by Hy Spirit, saith the
Lord of hosts ll (Zech. 4: 6).

There are three (3) memorials Which have been submitted by our congreRations
for the consideration and action of our Convention. One memorial, in particular,
conti;lins certain suggestions, which if adopted, would necessitate amending the Con­
stitution of our Conference~ Article xn of our Constitution provides for such
amendments VlThen it states; " •.• lui proposed changes and a'nendments must be submitted
in writing to the Conference assembled in convention; and each proposed change shall
be voted on separately. A t1tro-thirds majority of all votes cast shall be necessary
for adoption. Such changes and amendments shall be in effect when ratified bv b'10­

thirds of the member-congregations." liay God the Holy Spirit lead us so that we may
do those things which will serve the best interests of His Kingdom!

Now, brethren, let us do the work which is laid before us according to the .
ability which God has granted us, praying "that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give unto us the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Him: the eye s of our understandi ng being enlightened; tha t we may know
What is the hope of His calling, anI v,rn t the rich:! s of the glory of His inheritance
in the saints, and ''1ha t is the exceeding"greatness· of His power to usward who be­
lieve, according to the working of His rtti'ghty power, 'Which He, wrought in Christ"
(Eph. 1:17ff.). .

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. M. L. Natterer, President

CO~lNITTEE REPORT ON THE PRESIDI:NT' S ANNUAL ,REPORT
The committee has reviewed the Report of the President and regards it as being

factual and edifying. vie thank our President for ably carrying out out the duties
and functions of his office during the past year.

Respectfully submitted, Rev. p. R. Bloedel, Mr. Paul Luedtke, }:r. T.Fischer
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A TRUE LUTHERf~N CONGREGATION Plli,CTICES CHURCH DISCIPLINE

Essay by Rev. O. 11. Schaefer
Vilmot, South Dakota

10.

One of the most important characteristics of a true Lutheran con~regation is
that it exercises church discipline. Every sincere Christian knows that the devil,
the world, and our flesh seek daily to lead us into sin, offense, des-pair, and unbe­
lief. If this were allowed to continue unchecked, evils would mount, and the Church
would soon founder and go to ruin. Hence discipline is a vital factor in the life
and work of a true Lutheran congregat~on. While it does not constitute the essence
of a Christian congregation, it serves to improve its spiritual condition.

We speak of church discipline in the wider and narrower· sense. In the~
sense it means all preaching of the :1ord with its admonition, warntng, rebuking,
threats, and correction, 2 Tim. 3:16, whether done by the pastor in accord ~dth the
duties of his office, or by an individual Christian in his daily contacts Nith
others.

In the narro\\'€r sense it means the dealing carried on in a local congregation
with a member according to the Word of God, with reference to a narticular sin, for
the purpose of leading that member to repentance, or if this fails, of excommunicat­
ing him from its fellowship. It is the order by which the local congregation tes­
tifies that a manifest and impenitent sinner no longer stands in fellowshin "dth the
Church of Christ. 2 Cor. 6:14.

It is this latter sense which is the subject of this essay. The essay is not
intended to be an exhaustive trea tment, but vlill endeavor to bring out the salient
points of the Bible teaching on church discipline. This will be done under three
major headings:

1. God commands the local congregation to practice it;
II. It is to te practiced with regard to the faith and life of the

member;
III. It is to be administered in an evangelical manner.

I.

Our first consideration is that God commands the local congregation to nrac-
tice church discipline. This portion of the essay is divided into five parts:

A. The divine corrnnand.
B. lrJho is to practice it?
C. Upon whom is it to be exercised:
D. Its purpose.
E. Its nrocedure.

A. Church discipline is not a man-made arra.ngement or human ordinance, but is
based on a connnand from God, directed to the local congregation. The actual seat of
doctrine (aedes doctrirlae) is r'Iatt. 1B: 15-17: !!If thy brother shall tresnass
against thee, go and tell him his fault bet~~en thee and him alone. If he shall
hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take
with thee one or two more, tha t in the mouth of two or three witnesses every "rord
_".,.l.o.-. __+ ... 1...''':_'L._..J f\_..J .!,CtL. __, __ .,., .., __ -.1_.1..._ , L1_ J_ "'., ~I 1 1'_ , ,__
mc,,y U<J <J"'''''''U--'-.U::Hl<JU. ~UU.LJ. U~ ::;uo..L.l. ueg.l.ecv VO near vnem, ve.l..l. ~v unvo vne cnUI'cn;
but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an he,'1then man and a
publican. 11 In addition, the follovring passages bear unon the robject of discipline:

Rev. 2:2: The congregation a.t Ephesus is praised that it did not allo'" evil
ones in its fellowship.

Re~. 2:14.15.20: The congregation at Pergamos is reprimanded because it did not
exercise discipline on false teachers and such as lead ungodly live~
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1 Tim. 1:20: Paul's excvloing two men from the visible kingdom of Christ 11.
was done in the name of the congregation.

1 Tim. 5:20: in the case of public offense discinl"ne is to be exercised he­
fore all.

1 Cor. 5:1-13:Paul rebukes the neglect of discipline and emphasizes its imTJor­
tance.

Besides these, such passages as Rom. 16:17, 2 Cor. 2:6, 2 Thess. 3:6.14.15, and
2 J chn 10Lll also pertain to dis ci'Pline •

B. Vllio is to practice it:

The Lord says, "Tell it unto the church! II Fat t. lA: 17. The local congregation
is to practice church discipline, not the pastor alone or the officers. ~~en we
state under the Office of the Keys that "the called ministers of Christ ••• exclude
IrIanifest and impenitent sinners from the Christian congregation," this has reference
to the carrving out of the action of the congregation bV the pastor in the name of
Christ and in the name of the congregation.

Neither shall a Synod or a Conference exercise church discipline. There is a
great difference between discipline in a S~rnod and in a congregation. The former is
a man-made organization, the latter a divine institution. Acts 20:2e. Titus 1:5.
Joining a Synod is not commanded bV God, but when an individual member or an affil­
iated congregation refuses to abide by its rules and regulations as long as these
are in accord with Holy1tJrit, it must be excluded from that body, hut tJ,is is not
excommunication.

Of course, church bodies are to see to it that discipline is exerciwed in their
midst, but it is to be carried out alone by the individual congregations, else a
right which belongs only to them will be abused. God has His rea.son for this ar­
rangement:--It is for the salvation of the offender, it is an act of love BY AU to
win him back. Thereby each member of the congregation learns hm" to act toward the
("\f'f'Anrl;nO' 't""'W=Io't"'Qnn 'h.n+h hQf'f'\~ !:l""",4 !1f"+Q.,... o:v~,.n1"'Tn1,,.,";,..o+4f"'\V"l C'hn11'~ -I-l-t"; co 'ho +ho ,.."nn',,~_.A. .... - ........ .&........O r-'" ..... ..., .. " --..,... .& _ ......--.- ...........""'4- ..................... 4 _~ ..... V ..J.U'l\,A, ... o&.."'Qv ...... v • .Io, """.1 ... '\J\A....Y. VL.L ..... lJ 'f~ V11.......... V.&.A ..... ..L.\.A.

sian of the case.

C.Upon whim is church discipline to be exercised?

On that member of the congregation that has offended. This includes not only
formally accepted voting members, but all lomo are in altar--and praver fellowshin
with one another in that congregation. This includes pastor, teacher, men and women,
young and old. These who are not yet confirmed are under the supervision of their
parents or guardians. Eph. 6:4. All others are subject alike to church discinline
regardless of age, position in the church, or social standing. (The nroTJhet Nathan
reproved king David.)

v{e all, of course, deserve to be in discipline constantly because we daily sin
mUCh. But here are not meant those sins of weakness occurring every day in the life
of the believer because of his sinful nature. These are called venial sins and do
not forfeit the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. rmt here are meant mortal sins,
through which the Holy Ghost is expelled and ~aith and grace are lost.

Every sin is a transgression of God's holy Law. 1 John 3:4. One must be able
l"U prove what commandment has been broken before rebuke is administered. .lnere aI'S

some matters too small for discipline, as a bad mannerism or a CI"ick temper, occur­
ring out of weakness and still clinging to the Christian. Here brotherly admonition
is in place, but it is not a case for church discipline. If the rebuke is heeded,
there need be no demand for apology, even as parents do not always demand apology
from their children Who have done wrong as long as they are aware of their sin and
repent of it.
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Matthew 18 deals ,·d.th sin against divine laws and ordinances, with mortal 12.
sins and errors pertaining to articles of faith affecting the soul t s sabration.
In 1 Cor. 5: 11 the apostle Paul shows what public sins a.re worth~r of excommunication,
if no repentance takes place: adultery, idolat~J, dru~kenness, extortion, etc. Cf.
GaL 5: 19-2L These sins harm the entire cop.gregation and offend especially weak
Christiana and the youth in the Church, who, in the absence of discipline, can easily
fall into thinking, "It does not harm to do this or that wrong, since no one takes
it seriously, and I can still stay a member of this congregation!" God preserve us
from such a tragedy!

As to other wealmesses or emotional outbursts or deeds done out of ignorance,
these are to be regarded as lesser offenses. To produce betterment in these in­
stances one does not resort to church discipline or excommunication. A mild,
fatherly rebuke will usually suffice, not embittering or ryroducing embarrassment,
but bringing the individual to the knowledge of his wrong so that he re~oices in
penitence. Cf. Gal. 6:1.

D. The purpose of church discipline.

Its purpose is to win the erring brother and bring him to repentance so that he
hu"Yflbles hinlself before God 2.J.Y).d is ,..,illing to ask the congregation for forgiveness,
Cf. 2 Cor. 13:10; 10:8; 1 Cor. 5:5. These passages speak of discipline as the DOwer
of edification and not destruction. Hence away with all pride and haughtiness! In­
stead, an earnestness and spirit of Christian love are to be revealed to 'dn the
sinner, even as Christ sought the lost and erring.

If repentance does not materialize, then the purpose of discipline is to nurge
out the evil leaven, to guard the congregation from further harm. This action
should bring the offender to his senses. 1ben excommunicated, he is cut off fram
the body of Christ and cast aside as rotten wood so that he might yet realize his
wrong, repent, and be saved. 1 Cor. 5:5 ("that the spirit may be saved").

E. fhe procedure.

Christ's established order is given in Hatt. lB:15-17 and should be carefully
observed. Three steps are to be followed:

1) "Go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone! II Fhen a brother
has trespassed against you, go and admonish him in private! Do not tell others;
speak kindly to him about his wrong with a view to bringing him to repentance! If
he repents, forgive and forget! The case is closed.

2) If the result is not favorable, the second step follows: "Take with thee
one or two more! II Take witnesses along. Choose such persons as a.re agreeahle to
the offender, in ~lom he has confidence, who w~ll have a good influence on him as
individuals qualified for this serious task. If repentance is a.chieved, the case is
concluded at this point •

.3) If these two steps did not solve the prOD.Lem, the third step fo11o\-ls:
"Tell it unto the church!" The matter is no",", brought to the church, that is,.the
local congregation, and more particularly, the pastor and the voting assembly, who
seek to win the erring member. If this is not accomplished, then he must be exclud­
ed from the congregation as a "heathen man and a publican. II The vote of excommuni­
cation must be unanimous.

Note well thClt wh~le there are three grades of admonition, the Lord does not
say that vie ShOilld be satisfied to ad1norlis}-1 Ol11~1 thr--ee tinl€ s. 1"Je may do 50 oftener.
Matt. 18:15; hatt. 18:2*-22; Luke 17:.3-4.
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In this connection many advocate a sDiri t of gentleness and charitable- 13.
ness and refer to Jesus' words in Natt. 13:2~c:J30, especially His "rords, "let
both (wheat and tares) grow together untiLthe harvest. '" The full reference reads:
"He said UJltO them, An ene1'r!J' ha.th done this. The servants sa.id unto hiLu, i.-.Tilt thou
then that we go and gather them up? But he said, ray; lest while ye gather up the
tares, ye root up also the wheat with them." Concerning this Luther writes, "This
Gospel does not deprive the Church of her right to excommunicate evildoers, for the
Lord speaks here of rooting out by force, w~th the sword. TIle Church, however, and
the office of the ministry, do not wield the sword, but lVhat they do is done through
the Word alone •••• It is not the province of the Church to visit capital punishment
upon offenders. Her office is to exclude the impenitent that they may be brought to
a knowledge of their sin and be converted, and also that they may be an example,
warning them to be cautious and to guard al"ainst sin." Semons on the Gospels, Vol.
I, pp. 276-277.

The Lord says through Paul, "Put away from among yourselves that ..licked nerson."
1 Cor. 5:13. This does not mean, l:fait till the offender leaves of his 0'l-Jl1 accord,
but take the matter in hand and use the power and right lVhich Christ gave to His
Church!! Such action and the final resolution, carried out b~rthe pastor in the
name of Christ and of the congregation, we confess, "Is a.s valid and certain in
heaven also, a.s if Christ, our dear Lord, dea It with us Himself." Office of the
Keys, part 3.

In closing this pOrtion of the essay, hear the clear confession concemi ng ex­
communication which our Lutheran Church gives in the Smalcald Articles, liThe true
Christian excommunication consists in this that manifest and obstinate sinners are
not admitted to the Sacrament and other communion of the Church until the,r emend
their lives and avoid sin." S.A. Part III, J,rt. IX.

Our second consideration is thBt church discipline is to 1:::e practiced with re­
gard to the faith and life of the member.

A. \lith respect to faith.

Can anything be more important to the believer than faith in God's Hord'? Lu­
ther says, The doctrine is not ours, but God Is.. It is a jewel and treasure which He
has entrusted to us. That there be discipline regarding faith is in accord with the
1!ord of God. Matt. 7:15. Rom. 17:17. 2 John 10:11, Titus 3:10. 1 Tim. 6:3-5. These
passages are directed to Christians in general Clnd to congregations, not just to
pastors, officers, and church leaders.

If nothing were done to stem false doctrine, the Church would suffer greatly,
for error is a leaven, Matt. 16:6, a poison, the tooth of the wolf (Satan) that
tears the Church asunder. The devil is constantly seeking to falsif~ truth and
cause a different Gosf.Bl to be preached so as to rob God of His honor, lead Chris­
tains from the true l[ord, and bring them into misbelief. A strong companion for
Satan in this respect is human reason, for according to man and his reason doctrine
is foolishness to him, he is opposed to spiritual matters, and is proud and haughty
before God and His truth.

Reason is not 'Pleased ,dth God's Law, for one thing. Fan balks ~t its sniritu­
alsharpness and strict demands of holiness and righteousness. The ;1udgment of the
Law which takes all honor from man is a cause for this rebellion ap'ainst it. Reason
is also opposed to the Gospel and individual articles of faith. 1 Cor. 1:1~:23.
The Hard of the Cross is foolishness to htunan reason. Some reject it oDenly; others
seek to make the ~vord palatable, and adapt teachings till they s1 1it reason, a.nd so
error flourishes.
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Church history bears out hov! the devil and reason react to
doctrine, and then controversies developed. These bold enemies
busy leading many into error. Both from within and ..rithout the
seeks to stir unrest and rob Christians of true doctrine.

this or that
are still

congregation

14.

Satan

Especially those who preach and teach in the Church have, because of their of­
fice, the solemn duty to uphold, defend, and spread the true Word of God. liThe
priest's lips should keep knowledge." Hal. 2:7. These servants of Christ are to be
watchful and forestall error. They are to be workers and warriors. But sad to say,
many are false leaders, deceivers, not living in humility and obedience to the Hard,
not taking their reason captive, not defending the truth. Through nride many become
Satan I s prey and are misled to accept and Dropound something different, somet"Jing
more populax, but definitely false.

Not only shall pastors watch out for pure doctrine, but also every member of a ­
Christian congregation is to see to it that he believes correctl:\r, confesses rightly,
allan the basis of the \;ford of God, but also i<ratches for error and rebukes and shure
it when it appe~rs.

A congregation should not be filled 1"lith doubt concerning its pastor, as though
he might preach falsely to it. llather, strong confidence is in place that he vQll,
by God's grace, keep his ordination vow and proclaim the truth in accordance with
Holy Frit. Neverthe les s, the members are to be alert, not lulled into fa Ise secur­
ity, being constantly on guard in the event error arises in their midst. To that
end each member should study his Bible well, review the Catechism regularly, and
search and meditate on the Symbolical Books of the Lutheran Church.

Here a warning is in place. Christians should not close an eye to false doc­
trine out of sympathy or pity. Personalities and friendships must always recede
before the defense of the truth. Fleshly considerations 8.nd earthly advantages have
no place in the God-pleasing method of dealing with error. Has it not hap~ened that
Christians have shown a faulty forbearance in thecase of false doctrlne, as e.g.,
toward Synodical officials and Seminary professors who have referred to their great
learning and high position in the church as a reason for proceeding cautiously 8.nd
not being too strict v.d.th them? Such an attitude betrays a spirit of pride the.t is
an abomination in the sight of God.

Should a pastor be guilty of false doctrine and this fact be noted by one mem­
ber, that person is bound by Natthew 18 to confer 1I>.d.th the pastor on the matter in
Question. If the error is repeneed of, thecase is closed, and noth.ing more need be
said. But if no God-pleasing solution is reached, then others enter the case, such
as neighboring pastors and Synodical officials. If their discussion with the pastor
fails to produce results, then the congregation must take up the case, for its duty ­
to ..,atch over doctrine and to dismiss the pastor, when Vds is required by SCr1ntllre,
sunersedes that of the Synod.

If a member of the congregation promotes false teaching, seeks adherents, and
works toward division within the congregation, he must be dealt with according to
Jv1atthe'\f 18 so that God I S truth prevails and the leaven of error is removed.

B. ~Jith respect to life.

The purity of Christian life is second onlv to doctrinal ~rity. To exercise
discipline in this respect is also conmanded by God.

It is His .v.ill that we be holy, T~v. 19:2. There is a double obedience demand­
ed of the believer: obedience of faith, th~t is, acceptance and nerseverance in true
doctrine, and obedience of life, that is, t.he will and 7.ARl to lead a life according
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to the commandments of God. The Law must be our rule and guide. lIThy liord 15.
is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path." Ps. 119:105.

The life of the believer remains imperfect hecause of his frailties." A Chris­
tian should discipline himself and his fello",r-believers in brotherly love, hut if
sins occur that give grave offense, where a distinct fall has occurred, there church
discipline is in order, for if this did not take place, weeds would grow, leaven
"would spread, and offenses would increase. Soon no one in such a congregation l'11here
discipline is laoo.ng ''TOuld desire the revelation and rebuke of the Law nor seek to
taste the sweetness of the Gospel. Also where sins are public ~Qth respect to life
the congregation must do its duty as a deed of love to the offender. EsneciallY--­
shall pastors, teachers, and officers of the congregation be on guard apainst of­
fense lest others follow and fall from grace.

Discipline pertaining to Christian life centers on the Ten Commandments and is
to be exercised on such as transgress the respective law of God and are impenitent,
as, for example. against the 1st commanElment--such as speak of unbelief in their
lives or show it with deeds; 2nd, blasphemers, such as curse, svrear, use witchcraft;
lie and deceive by God's name; 3rd, despisers of God's Ford and the Sacraments; 4th,
disobedient children and neglectful parents, rioters and all who disobey government
and law; 5th, murderers, such as hate, hurt, and harm, as have an unforgiving snirit;
6th, fornicators and all who engage in acts"that militate against God's orinciples"
of morality and temperance; 7th, robbers, thieves, those guilty of fraud etc.; 8th,
such as commit sins of the tongue; and 9th and 10th, all who a.re guiltv of covetous­
ness.

Thus a true Lutheran congregation will practice church discipline ",lith regard
to the faith and the life of the member.

III.

Our third and final consideration is th~t church discipline is to be adminis­
tered in an evangelical manner.

Let us note first what the opposite ~Duld be, namely, a legalistic manner.

The Law is harsh a.nd strict. It threatens, rebukes, knows no compassion, puts
do",m its demands, and offers no power to fulfil them. Rom. 4:15. The legalistic
manner of discipline develops from the La1/J and would be proper if the Church were to
be ruled by the Law. But Christ and His Gospel are to rule. His kingdom is one of
grace and requires that the mercy and goodness of Jesus be emp~oyed. Therefore dis­
cipline dare not be administered in a legalistic way. Here is where many congrega­
tions have failed, believing that the L,w is in place and regarding discipline as a
church punishment. Especially in the Hiddle Ages the Church felt that it was a
iudge and could dispense oenalties on the p'uiltv sinners. even thoufJ'h theY 1,rere oen­
fte;;t. This was following the La¥!; t"is w~s da~kn~ss ;oJh~n the Chur~h did" not "'alk
in the light of the Gospel.

The legalistic manner of discipline observes the outward form of discipline
very severely and strictly, admonishes in each step onlv once, and oroceeds quickly
to the end of the process so that the sinner can hardly bethink himself. It makes
no distinction between sins of weakness and mortal sins, does not put the best con­
struction on everfihing, and uses onlv the Law for the purpose of getting rid of the
offender and preserving the good reputation of the congregation. God preserve us
from such tactics.

To proceed in an evangelical manner is to keeo in mind the actual ~lrnose of
church discipline: tbe honor of God and the l~lfare of the soul! It is true, the
ra",r plays its part in this procedure. Paul informed the Corinthian congregation
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that the Law must be used, but in an evangelical manner. It remains la1~., yet 16.
is not used to harass and tonnent, but to rescue, not to press one further
into the dust, but to arouse one to a right knowledge of his sin and bring him to
repentance. This must be accomplished first, else the sinner cannot grasp the grace
of the Gospel and be rescued. The Law must be used in much the same manner as a
doctor uses a knife to cut as deeply as necessary, all for the purpose of helping
and healing the patient. Spiritual help comes from the GOsnel so that the offender
desires grace and seeks to leave off sinning and begin anew.

To exercise discipline in an evangelical manner means to live according to the
Gospel. There the love of Jesus is poured out, there the Christian recognizes Je­
sus' grace and love, and this produces love to the neighbor, also to the offending
neighbor. The believer hates sin, but not the sinner. He desires to rescue him and
shows love and patience. But as a sinful person he knows that he has no reason to
be proud and exalt himself like the Pharisee. How the Lord rebuked the self-right­
eous in His day! He, best of all, could distinguish between hardhearted sinners and
those who did wrong out of ignorance and weakness. Those vmo are ruled bv the Gos­
pel can rebuke better than persons of a legalistic bent, for the Gospel attitude,
the evangelical manner, excluded laxity and false love which overlook and excuse sin.
Longsuffering according to the C~spel does not precinitate, but will repeat steps of
discipline and even in cases of public sins hold private discussion first. Walther
writes that love, Christian charity, is the highest Law. If it demands a TJrivate
talk with a public offender ~ a grave in<4ustice would be done to proceed against him
publicly. (Pastorale, 326.)

The best example in evangelical discipline is our Lord and Savior. Note well
the Lord's reply in Luke 9: 56 to James and John, who sought to bring fire upon the
Samaritan village that did not receive Christ. He said, tiThe Son of ran is not
come to destroy men's lives, but to save them." The disciples had the call to
preach the Gospel and to deal patiently with sinners. Thus Jesus dealt with the sin­
ner--harshly with the obstinate, but meekly and sweetly 1~th the saddened and
~epressed. Although Peter denied the Lord three times and repented of his ~Tong,

Jesus did not bring him into the dust before restoring him to the anostleship. He
asked him three times, "Lovest thou fie?" and then told him to feed His sheep and
lambs. To the fallen woman Jesus said, tlNeither do I condemn thee! Go, and sin no
more!" John 8:11. So also a spirit of heartfelt love must prevail in the exercise
of church discipline.

As to the conduct to be shown toward the excommunicated person, ~alther writes
that Christians should be careful not to give the imnression that they are making
light of such a serious matter or th~t they are partakers of other men's sins. Any
association that excludes such a wrong impression is permitted. (Pastorale, 350.)

Evangelical discipline also shows itself in receiving the nenitent member a~ain.

In this respect the Corinthian congregation sets a fine example, 2 Cor. 7:7.~. But
this is not an easy task, especially when insults are hurled at the congregation
that has dealt with the offender, even as the Lord :was called a "friend of publicans
and sinners. II Luke 7 :34. Some have felt that the return of a penitent member
should not be made too easy, and they press for a painful form of apology. But did
Jesus make the return of a penitent sinner difficult? The Prodigal Son is 1-.relcomed
with open arms. h~ere public offense occurred and penitence followed, public apol­
ogy must be made, whether in person or in writing, whether by the pastor before the
congregation or before the voting assembly or council. Each case is to be dealt
with separately. This takes patience and instruction. True Christians must always
demonstrate their hatred of a sin, their zeal in battle agarnst evil, and their fer­
vent love and desire to win hack the erring.
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In the 4th century abuses develoned with regard to the reinst~tement of 17.
penitent members in the congregation whereby they had to observe the follow-
ing four stages: weeping--a form of beseeching for rece~tion; listening--hearing
C~dIS lJord from a certain place in the church building; kneeling during nravers; and
standing during the service and celebration of the Lord's Supper. Then the penitent
person confessed his guilt before the congregation and received absolution. The
stages described lasted from 2 to 7 weeks, and several cases on record took 2 years
and longer before they were concluded. How could true Christian joy have nreva,iled
in such instances? It is not surprising to learn that many did not seek reinstate­
ment because of such unscriptural demands and abuses. God forbid that anything but
an evangelical discipline be exercised among us!

In summary, it is characteristic of a true Lutheran congregation that it exer­
cises church discipline as God has commanded in matters of faith and life of its
members in an evangelical manner. Let there be no laxity or neglect in t~is resnect,
but let us be encouraged in this vita.l 1MOrk of the Church b,r the solemn 'WOrds of
hymn 331:

Yea, as I live, Jehovah saith,
I wvuld not have the sinner's death,
But that he turn from error's ways,
Repent and live through endless days.

All those whose sins ye thus remit
I truly pardon and acquit,
And those whose sins ye do retain
Condemned and guilty shall remain.

lihat ye shall bind, that bound shall be;
What ye shall loose, that shall be free;
Unto l'ly Church the keys are giv'n
~o ope and close the gates of heaven!

SOLI DEO GlDRIA!
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REPORT OF' THE TR:.~CT COMItUTTEE 18.

During the sessions of the last convention and at the Jaana~ 6, 7, 1965 ~oBrd

1"leet~ng, the ,brethren were Qgain encouraged and reminded to submit their tracts for
43fi32. However, no new tracts hl1ve been received for editing by the Tract Committee.
In previous meetings of the fanner Review Co~ittee, these tracts had been assigned:

tJEngagement and M~rringetf or II Christian Marriage" Rev. Natterer Oct. '29, 1963
Tract for the sick Rev. 1·1ensing Oct. 29; 1936
"Religious Unionism'! Rev. r!ehlberg .\pril 1,' 1964
tJ 1',ntichrist tJ Rev. Bloedel Auril 20, 1964

,aso at the last convention, the follovr.i.ng were 'J.sked by the Tract Committee to
write tracts for the following subjects:

Evolution•...• David Hensing; and The Dance .....Rev. .schtl.efer

Candidate Schw~tt wus also approached concerning the writin~ of a tract. The last two
subjects have not been discussed with the pres8nt Tract Committee, so they hAve not
been properly assigned.

November 4, 1964, an order blank W!JS drawn up by the chairmlln, sent to the Commit­
tee members for revision and correction, and sent to all pastors of the Conference.

ThE: finnncial report of the Business Hannger for June 1, 1964 to Pay 31, 1965:

Trncts sold bv Yr. Luedtke bet1veen June 1, 1964 Clnd Sept. 13, 1964: ;~5.75
Tra:lsrer of funds to l·ir. Luft .30

Tr~msfer of funds to Fr. Luft
Tracts sold by r':r. Luedtke sinCE; transfer
Tracts sold b;r ~:r. Luft

tess "Post!'! f,e
Cash b:,l~nce 6/1/65

Estimated inventory of trocts on handt

rlhe Bible and Your StllvDtion 200
ChristiQn Giving and the Bible 750
Religion in the Public School 650
Do You Really Believe the Bible is

God t s Hord 55~

VlalthGr and Church Mp mb0rshin 500
Our OJ.rae II.em0ved 50

:'i 101.93
5.85
3.90

116.6R
.99

August Luft, Business }'tm" gel'

ftespedfu.Jly submitted,

Rev. d. J. Cordes, Chairman

Rev. E. L. Mehlber~

Rev. H. D. Mensi~
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946.08

19.

TOTAL

803.00
1027.12

939.45
84.95

1009.93
2583.74

33 ?6
106:42

65 fJ7 •?r1
~ 7533.95

n.oo
38.53
34.13

33.00
28.00

144.66
144.66

60.00
110.00

60.00

77.00
78.00

105.42

490.42
793.40

318.62
227.00

2177.95
2476.33

362.69
1269.64

710.00
570.50
652.45
73.95

531. 71
1201.97

33.26
LaO

3774.1S4
8 4119.56 ~

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE
through May 1965
SUNDAY EQUAL-

SCHOOL IZATION

$ 302.98 C 0.00

Annual Financ~a.L .::wnmary: June, 1964,
GENERAL SEMINARY

FUND FUND

o 344.72 C 29~.3g

Total Receipts

Total cash available

Cash on hand June 1, 1964
~_~IP_TS FOR THE YEAR:
Christ, Nilwaukee
Peace, Tinley Park
at. John!s, Lebanon
St. LUke's, Seattle
St. Paul's, Empire
St. Stephen's, Wilmot
Convention ~~rv~ce

Proceedings; Sunday School

EIXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR:

Concordia Lutheran
Subsidy: St. luke t s
Professor's salary
Travel
~Cl.'n"l'; Y\t"\"toTr ~'Y\'T"'1' ~ C'.~
.....\,.;liU-,L.La.. J' ou-!:-" fJ..L-LO;:;;; Q

Sunday-School expenses
Periodical subscriptions
Proceedings
H"'.I"I'!:'JI'" 1; no,",""'; _Yl ,4"; r"'l"h1..,_t"l_,..... ..... V'l~
..... "1UO<-J...L.......l.[,C4V..LVi..l U,.J....;;JUu..L ~\;;.uL.vJ,./,v

Free Conference expenses
Essay printing
JvIisce11nneous
Telephone

Total Expenditures

BALANCE, May 31, 1965

1185.60
2040.00

311.20

15.25
58.88

48.70
67.60
75.69

186.95
3989. FJ7

~? 129. 69 ~)

2400.00

33.79

2433.79

42.54

138.92

138.92

654.48

144.66

0.00

6707.24

826.71

Mr. Elfred P. Bloedel, Treasurer

REPORT OF THE AUDITING C~1ITTEE

Having examined the books of our GOllferem:e Treasurer, Er. E. Bloedel, the Audit-

iug Committee is pleased to report that we helve found them in good order. The balance

in the various funds are such as are reported in the Treasurer's renort. We thnnk

~ir. Nartin Lu€dtke for his able assistance in this audit.

~uditing Committee,

Rev. O. W. Schaefer

Yr. Ruben Kvalheim
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE

Comparison of 1964-65 Budget with Actual Expenditures

Pla~~ing Sheet for 1965-66 ~~dget

20.

1964 - 65
1964 ~ 65 t: "'+""lI 1J1.'" ""yo. ...

GENERAL FUND BUdget Expenditure s

Subsidy: St. Lukets ," 2040.00 $ 2040.00'rt'

Concordia Lutheran 1124.00 11S5.60

Travel 350.00 311.20

Telephone 140.00 lS6.95

Proceedings 50.00 5S.SS

Periodical subscriptions 40.00 15.25

Tract program 200.00 0.00

Sunday-School materials 150.00 0.00

Contingencies 50.00 48.70*

r. iscellaneous 100.00 143.29

1964 - 65
Receipts

Planning
1965 - 66

Budget

;j 2040.00

_-,-7_80•00

350.00

150.00

___60.00

_-:;1",-,5. 00

100.00

_-.!29. 00

50.00

150.00

Totals

SENINt.RY FUND

Salary

Supplies

Totals

TOTALS, BOTH FUNDS

2400.00

40.00

~,; 2440.00

~l 6714.00

2400.00

33.79

~) 2433.79

() 2177.95

:'; 2177.95

::; 5952.79

;; 3$45.00

____ 40 •00

$; 1240.00

::; 50S5.00

*Free Conference expense s
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 21.

Comparison of Contributions Over Five-Year Period

OIDlERAL FUND
Received Expended

St. Paul's,
Empire, Oregon

St. John's,
Lebanon, Oregon

St. Luke's,
Seattle, liJashington

GENERll.L SEHINt.RY
FUND FUND TOTAL

/'. 120.00 160.0Ol(- ?'.
2BO~00w ',J t)

120.00 250. OOl~ 370.00
1B6.00 300. OOl~ 486.00
543.00 300.0Ol;- B43.00
710.00 " .. 1"'\ An

(.LU.UU

373.00 262.04 635.04
221. 90 201.B5 423.75
492.00 300.70 792.70
629.41 426.30 1055.71
570.50 31~.62 ~89.12

340.00 123.82 63~P2

163.17 296.50 459.67
344.15 346.00 690.15
487.53 339.50 827.03
652.45 227.00 Er79.45

369.35 395.94 765.29
349.59 369.41 719.00
449.41 405.00 854.41

65.$5 35.10 100.95
83.95 ~3. 95

570.05 307.13 877 ~18

245.51 716.17 961.68
35~.75 744.32 1l03.Cf?
490.B2 75$.73 1249.55
531.71 362.69 r94.40

1260.00 906.50 2166.50
406.99 1344.36 1751.35
Ml. 92 1262.40 1944.32

1170.30 1530.,0,2 2701.12
1201.97 1269.64 2471. 61

SEHINARY FUND BOTH FUNDS
Received Expunded Received Expended

2155.43 :;) J067. 77 ;'" 5187 • B3 ~'; 6P35.94
317$.29 3651.79 4685.45 5484.5$
335$.42 3616.91 5$10.65 6277 .20
3390.45 3057.25 6777.36 654LfJ4
2177.95 2433.79 592P.53 6423.66

1960-61
61-62
62-63
63-64
64-65

1960-61
61-62
62-63
63-64
64-65

1960-61
61-62
62-63
63-64
61~-65

1960-61
61-62
62-63
6 -c
64-65

1960-61
61-62
62-63
63-64
64-65

1960-61
61-62
62-63
63-64
64-65

~" 37M.17
H~32.79

2660.29
34f54.J9
3989. Er7

U J032.40
1507.16
2512.23
J386.91
3750.58

St. Stephen's,
Wilmot, South Dakota

Peace,
Tinley Park, Illinois

Christ,
hilwaukee, \\lisconsin

TOTALS

1960-61
61-62
63-63
63-:-64
64-65

i~loay payments
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Dear Brethren:

REPORT OF THE CONMITTEE ON llJTHERAN UNION 22.

Your Committee has had no fonnal meetings during the past year because of dis­
tance, but the members have kept in touch with one another through corresnondence.

Since the 1964 convention the following events have transpired which came under
the supervision of your Union COlIlll1ittee:

1) Upon the re solution of last year I s convention and at the reque st of vour
chairman Pastor E. L. },ehlberg and Hr. Victor Bloedel of r:ilwaukee attended the Lu­
theran Free Conference at Haterloo, Iowa, July 7-9, 1964. It renort of this meeting
appeared in the Sept. 1964 issue of the Concordia Lutheran. Pastor r-ehlberg gave a
report also to the Board at its January, 1965, meeting held at J~banon, Oregon. A
reco~endation will follow later in this report concerning a Second Lutheran Free
Conference to be held this summer.

2) In the August, 1964, issue of the C.L. an article appeared by Pastor r-ehl­
berg concerning the formation of the Lutheran Churches of the Reformation. It
stated that since this group left the Eissouri Synod for reasons similar to ours, an
overture on their part for a meeting toward the establishment of Godpleasing union
would be welcome. To date no such overture hAS been received. Your Committee, hOvT­
ever, has a recommendation to offer in this respect at the close of this renort.

3) On Sept. 8, 1964, Pastor I ehlberg, as the outgoing cha.irman of the Union
Committee, addressed a letter to Pastor H. 1:cLaughlin and those in fellowship with
him in answer to their letters of lay 12 and July 14, 1964. It exnressed regret
over their refusal to meet with us and stated firmly, yet evangelically:, the basis
on which we would meet ",d.th them. No reply has been received from them, and it is
evident that they have closed the door to our attempts in a Godpleasing way to settle
the controversy that resulted in the split of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference.

4) In September, 1964, President Natterer and your chairman sent letters to a
lc;r. 1'me C. Norgan of Pittsboro, N. Car., who had reQuested information concerning
our group. Various materials were sent to accmaint him with our church body and its
objectives. There \-;ras no further response from hL~.

5) f. t the suggestion of our President and i\r:ith the apDroval of your chairma.n
Pastor H. D. r·~ensing was asked to contact a group of Lutherans in FreeDort, Ill"
who left the Hissouri Synod for doctrinal reasons and formed an independent group.
In early November of last year contact was made by phone and by letter, and materials
were also sent to acquaint this congregation with our church body. There has been
no furthe r word from them to date.

6) At the suggestion of our President and i\d.th the anproval of your chairman
Pastor Lehlberg "Tas asked to make contact with Pastor N. r·t. Hasz, of Narshfield,
His., who with one of his two congregations left the r:issouri S:vnod for doctrinal
reasons on June 2g, 1964, and action ",Thich 'Ioras reaffirmed on Oct. 11, 1964. After
contacts by phone and by letter Pastor Neh1berg had a pleasant meeting with Rev.
Hasz on Dec. 1, 1964. l:aterials concerning our group'l'J'ere studied, and while Pastor
Hasz indicated that he did not agree with our position on the nature of a state of
confession. ~s ~jven in ~he lQ~7 P~n~eerlinc~_ he eYn~e~~p.n ~rlllinoness ~n ~JlnV the

- - ~ ~-- I,.J------ ~-- ---- -", ---------·0-" --- ---x------- ··------n----- -- -----,,' --.-
matter further. There have been no further developments to date.

Your chairman herewith commends those pastors who so willingly took the time to
make contacts, either personally or otheri\d.se, with other Lutherans, individuals or
groups, who have taken the same step of separAtion as we did. liTe leave the outcome
in the hands of our gracious God, the Head of the Church, and ask Him to bless our
testimony to the h0nor of His name and the welfare of immortal souls.
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At the 1964 convention it was reoorted that Pa.stors Fensing and ltehlherg 23.
were in the process of studying the confessional.',statements of the Church of
the Lutheran Confession. At its Januar,y 1965, meeting the Board of Directors was
informed that this study was being continued, and as soon as the report is ready, it
wi 11 be present d to the pastors for discussion.

The 1964 convention authorized your Committee to prepare a brief digest of the
evidence in the split of the old OLC and to make this available to every pastor in
our Conference. Since your chairman had only a limited ~ount of material concerning
this matter in his personal files, it wa.s suggested that he consult' fellow pastors
who were closely involved with the controversy. This has been done, advice has been
e:iven, and work on this digest will begin shortly. As soon as it is rea.dy, it will
be sent to all our pastors.

At the January, 1965, Board meeting it was reported that the ALC pUblication
the lqtheran_Standard, in its Dec. 15, 1964, issue, contained a reference to our
Conference. The Board suggested that your Connnittee study the article for the pur­
pose of ans-wering it, if necessary. After much correspondence with the Augsburg
Publishing House your chairman secured a copy of the issue in question. Noting that
thore were several inaccuracies and faulty judgment in the article, your Connnittee
proceeded to draw up a. factual response, and this was mailed to the editorof that
periodical on April 28, 1965. lVhether this replyappeC'Ted in print is not kno'\<nto
your chairman at present.

While your Connnittee has not had a chance to study this material, v.'e are ready
at this time to offer the following redornmendation:

We recommend that our Conference, through the Connnittee on Lutheran Union,
arrange for a meeting with the Lutheran Churches of the Reformation as soon as
the latter's confessional statements and Constitution have been studied by our
Union Committee--said meeting to be held solely for the purpose of planning an
agenda for possible future meetings 1dth this group with a vie"r toward estab­
lishing a God-pleasing fello'lrship based on full agreement in God I s Ford.

vie now present the reconunendation referred to at the beginning of this report:
vve recommend that our Conference J either b'T direct appointment or through

the chairman of the Committee on Lutheran Union, arrange for the unofficial at­
tendance of one pastor and one layman at the second Lutheran Free Conference to
be held at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, July 13-15, 1965, for the limited nurPQse'of ob­
servation and Christian testimony; that all expenses involved (traveling, lodg­
ing, and registration fee) be paid by the Conference treasur,y; and that these
individuals submit a report to the Committee on Lutheran Union.

In conclusion, may each of us in our daily prayers ask the Lord to show us the'
opportunities to testify to His name and to help us, personally and as a Conference,
lito Ce ready always to give an anS'Wer to every man that asketh you a reason for the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear." 1 Pet. 3:15. Let us do all iA'e can,
both as pastorw and lay people, to make others aware of our existence as a Conference
and of our Scriptural position in doctrine and practice! As God has mercifully
granted us that precious unity based alone on His pure Hord, so may we seek by every
proper means to draw other Christians into our fellowship in the true unity of the
Spirit! To that end we pray that all our Union efforts may be to His glorv and to
the welfare of His kingdomJ

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. O. H. Schaefer, Chairman
Rev. A. J. Cordes
Rev. E. L. Hehlberg
Fr. Victor Bloedel
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REPORT OF THE CONCOHDIA LUTHERAN BUSINESS l'ifJ,.Nr,GER 2.4.

During the year past the Lord has again enabled us to publish our periodical.
t"ve thank Him for the Grace to carry out this 'WOrk. For another year we have somehow
failed to stimulaat sufficient interest to stop the steady decline in active sub-
scribers as the following statistics show: 1963-64 1964-65

New sUbS'cr~pt~ons 13 12
Renewals 6S 53
Gift subscriptions (new and renewals) ? 4

Totals $1 69

The active subscribers at the end of the year numbered: 76

Exchange arrangements were made with the following:
Lutheran News (we send them one coPY in exchange for two)
Hope magazine
Lutheran Spokesman (exchanp'e of two copies for two copies)
Bible Science News L€tter

G132.00
8.00

10.00, ()()
...... vv

In addition to the above additional complementary copies were sent to Pastors
whose na.JIJ3S were selected from the Lutheran Annual by the Editorial Committee. The
total monthly averagemailedbulR:rate 1.ras26lcopies.Asin previous years bundles
of each issue were sent to each Conference Pastor to be used for reaching out to the
unchurched and others.

We wish to take this opportunity to thank all who have by their generous assis­
tance made the fulfi1ing of the office of Business JIIanager an easier and pleasant
job.

Again we ask the support of all Conference members by their prayers, by reading
the contents of The Concordia Luther~n and by being active subscribers.

Respectfully submitted,

~'~artin R. Luedtke, Business !':Tanager

FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE CONCORDIA lUTHERAN

Fiscal Year June 1, 1964 to Nay 31, 1965

CASH ON HAND June 1, 1964

CASH RECEIPTS
66 subscriptions (1 year)

2 subscriptions (2 years)
1 SUbscription (5 ~ears)

F~ceived for 1964 C.L.C. Proceedings
Total Cash Receipts

Total Cash on Hand

CASH PAXMJ<:NTS
Bank Charges
Remitted to the C.L.C. for proceedin~s

Lutheran Annual
Nailing Labels
Mailing Permit
Stamps and Postage

Total Cash Payments

CASH ON HAND Hay 31, 1965

f) .40
1.00
1.00
7.10

30.00
63.75

:'; 103.25

n 270.28

;~ 167.03
Respectfully submitted;

Fartin R. Luedtke, Business H9,~ger
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Dear Brethren:

REPORT OF THE EDITORL'\.L COHHITl'EE 25.

Under the gra.c~ous blessiiJgs of the Lord your comrnittee wa.s able to continue
the publication of the Concordia Lutheran durihg the past year. Your Editor and the
Assistant Editor held a number of committee meetings in Tinley Park and rilwaukee in
our efforts to carry out this work in the most responsible manner possible. Our
Business l>'ianager, unfortunately, was unable to meet with us on account of the great
distance involved. We, therefore, made use of correspondence where necessary. Some
telephone calls were also made in the interest of our work.

The inexperience of your Editors in this field did not prove too great an ob­
stacle because we needed but follow the tried and tested policies of our efficient
predecessors, who had accomplished the much more difficult task of pioneering this
project and putting it on a well established basis. We hope that our efforts in
trying to keep the Concordia Lutheran the high QUality periodical it has been bhru
the years, was realized at least to some acceptable degree.

vfuat measure of success 'liTe did have, we gratefully attribute, first of all, to:
the Lord's blessings; secondly, our brethren who contributed so faithfully and well,
making it possible to present reading material of real Christian worth and interest
for our readers: thirdly, Pastor Bloedel, our Printer, who did such an excellent
piece of work in performing the difficult task of printing the Concordia Lutheran;
fourthly, the Business Nanager, l'r. Nartin Luedtke~ and those-members of St. Luke's
Congregation who helped him in the time-consuming task of getting the Concordia
Lutheran out into the mail; and finally, the individual members of-r:he Conference
who with t"eir financial contributions and especially their prayers sunported us in
this "WOrk. v~e gratefully acknowledge them all. And I wollld yet add that my work as
Editor was especially lightened and made easy by the 'Willing and most capable help
of Pastor Nensing, the Assistant Editor.

Now may the Lord graciollsly grant His blessings on the deliberations of our
Convention and direct us all in the way He would have us go forward, in order that by
means of this important project of our Conference, also in the future," His glorious
and saving name may continue to be hallOi\ll3d among us, His kingdom come, and His will
be done on earth as it is done in heaven! Amen.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. E. 1. Eehlberg, Editor

Rev. H. D. Hensing, Assistant Editor

I:r. }iartin Luedtke, Business Hanager

1965 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



BEPORT OF THE (D~1i<ITTEE ON ~lISSIONS

Dear Brethren:

Your Committee is hap17J to rerJOrt that under the gracious blessings of the Lord,
the Conference was able to meet its subsidy corrunitments to St. Luke IS Congregation,
Seattle, during this past year. And with this financial assistance St. Luke's pas­
tor was able, to a greater degree, to occupy himself with the Nork of" his ministry.
St. Luke's looks forward to the time when, under the Lord's blessings, its pastor
will be able entirely unencumbered of secular work apnly himself full-time to shep­
herding the flock over which the Holy Ghost has placed him (1 Cor. 9:14; Acts 20:2B).

Your committee chairman had some correspondence with St. Luke's Congregation
regarding its financial needs for the coming :rear. The congregation informed me that
it will need t"l0 hundred eighty-five dollars U'2B5.00) per month, in addition to the
amount which it has resolved to pay its pastor, if he is to "be able to devote hi~

full time to the work of the ministry in the congregation. The congregation fur·
informed me that it was not requesting a subsidy of :·~2B5.00, but merely presenting
a picture of its financial needs, in order that the Conference brethren mi~ht be
made aware of this need through the Committee on Hissions and take '\\m.atever action
they consider appropriate and feasible at this time. The congregation is providing
the pastor with a salary of approximately :;p231.00 per month. That amount, plus
~j2B5.00 from the Conference, which tota.ls :,,;516.00, would provide St. Luke's pastor
with a sufficient monthly income to permit him to devote his full time to the work
of the ministry in his congregation.

Since it is the Lord's will that "they which preach the Gospel should live of
the Gospel, II 1 Cor. 9: 14; and since the Conference upholds tl)is Christian nrin­
ciple and desires to put it into practice to the best of its ability, under the Lord,
your committee recommends that the Convention carefully appraise the abilitv of the
Conference whether it is able, under the Lord, to Drovide St. Luke t s Congregation
with a subsidy in the amount of \.2B5.00; and, if so, to grant that subsidy, in order
that its pastor may be enabled to devote his full time to the work of the minist~.

NaturallY, the question arises~ If the need of St. luke IS will reouire an ad­
ditional sum of \/115,00 of Conference funds per month, how can we meet this urgent
need of our Conference? First, of course, we need to look to the Savior, the Lord
and Head of the Church, and ask Him to give us the needed funds and guide us in our
Christian efforts to disperse them as good stewards of His household. Next we need
to carefully reassess our giving potential for the coming year, in order to find out
what we are able, under the Lord, to do. In making further conscientious assessIn.ent
of the Conference's ability, your committee also suggests th~t the Convention give
very serious attention to the possibility of reducing other less essential Conference
budget items, at least for the present. in the interest of channeling such funds
into the more important work o{ the Church.

It is the same problem of lack of funds which continues to make it impossible
for the Conference to make use of our student candidate, l1r. Julius Schmitt, in
opening a possible new mission. The Conference ldll also want to keep that need in
mind, and endeavor just as soon as '!"ossible, under the Lord, to place him into the
direct work of the Church as pastor and missionary, providing him also with an
adequate salary, according to the Lord's will (1 Cor. 9:14); may our Savior ~acious­

ly bless our prayers and efforts, also in this matter, according to His good and
gracious will (Matt. 9:37-3S)1
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Committee on Nissions, continued 27.

In conclusion, vre pray the Lord to grant all of us Conference members the grace
to be good stewards over the possessions wlich He has graciously entrusted into our
care and to grant us the ability and willingness to provide for all needs--the ne­
cessary funds and consecrated workers--in His great mission field at home and abroad
where He Himself has cOilliuanded us to carryon His saving work: "Go ye into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every creature, II H8.rk 16: 15. l:ay He accomplish thi s
through us, making us His willing and consecrated servants, that His name may be
hallowed, His kingdom come, and His will be done among us here a nd everywhere!
Amen.

Reports from St. Luke I s of Seattle and Christ Congregation of l:'ilw.<J.ukee, both
being subsidized congregations, are included with this report as attachments.

Resuectfully submitted,

THE COlJl~ITTEE ON HISSIONS

Rev. E. L. Lehlberg, Chainnan

Hr. Kenneth Ahlmann

J:.Tr. H Bochmann

The Rev. E. L. riehlberg, Chairmah
The Committee on hissions
7331 Hest nuby Avenue
Lihraukee, i,.'isconsin 53218

Dear Brother hehlberg:

HISS ION REPOJtT

Once again the pastor and members of St. Luke's Lutheran Church, Seattle, Wash­
ington, must look back over the past twelve months v~th hearts filled with thanks
and praise to the Lord for His bountiful blessings bestov.'ed upon us as individuals
and as a Christian congregation. We have had the pure teachings of God's i~rd pub­
licly preached from our pulpit every Sunday except v1hen vJe were privileged to enjoy
a joint llission Festival with our sister congregations at Lebanon, Oregon. \ve also
had special services on Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, rTe"r Year's
Day, and during the Lenten Season. Adult Bible Class and three Sunday School class­
es were held on Sunday mornings from 9:15 to 10:25. He were privileged to receive
the Lord Supper on the first Sunday of every month and our children of confirmation
age have been meeting twice each 1"eek ~vi th the pastor to receive a thorough instruc­
tion in the doctrines of the Bible and in Bible Histo~f. There are 3 children in
our present confirmation class who will be confirmed, God "Jilling, later on this
year or early in 1966. We have had the privilege of receiving private instruction,
consolation, and admonition from the Hord of God through our pastor whenever needed
and especially during our private announcements for the Lord's Supper. Our Sunday
School teachers have a class with the pastor bi-weekly during which the Sunday
School lessons for the following Sundays are revie,red and a special topic is dis­
cussed. During the past year the Lord has also helped us to be a salt and a ligh;t
to the unchurched and, although our efforts to reach out to the unchurched could be
greatly improved, yet, the Lord has blessed what efforts we have put forth so that
unchurched people have been coming to our services and to private adult instruction
classes. These are the things, together with a spirit of true Christian unity and
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fellovl"Ship, in which we Darticularlv reJo~ce and for v!hich we are grateful to 28.
0111' Savior who has made it possible for us to establish and to maintain the
office of the Christian ninistrv in our midst and has moved the hearts of the members
of our sister congregations to render finnncial assistance to such an extent so that
our pastor has been able to do his work more thoroughly and efficiently.

Since last June "h'e have h8d 13 adults in nrivate instruction classes: THO of
these have subsequently died, one has discontinued her connections 1rrith our church,
one continues to come to church but has not continued her instructions since ChristTIas,
Dnd one has been received as il fUest communicant from a sister congregation but has
desired to take a thorough revie,,, course in the catechism. Of the 7 remaining adults
who are presently receiving private instruction, four, having finished the Catechism,
have expressed the desire to become cOmMunicant members and are presently revievnng ­
the doctrines of Scripture prior to their being examined before the congregation and,
if God be willing, received into membershi~. One of these, a young man, has exnressed
his desire to become a voting member of our congregation. \11 ~raise and glor'lr to God
alone for these visible fruits lJesto1'!ed upon our humble efforts to bring the TJUre
teachings of His '.Tord to others.

As far as the physical needs of our congregation are concerned. the ~stor is
still living in his 01tID home 'vhich he is pUrchasing at the rate of '101.4.0 nor month.
The congregation is nroviding the ;>astor with a salary of anTlroxirnately : 231.00 Del'
u~nth, this ar~unt having been sunplemented during the nDst 12 nonths by the Confer­
ence subsidy of ,170.00. Through unsomicited Tlrinting jobs the Lord enahled the Das­
tor to meet financ:io.l obligations for vlhich his tot81 salary was inadeouate. The
secretary of the congregation he's informed the Committee on Ii ssions as to the finAn­
cial needs of the congregation vnich are necessary to remove the nastor from denendence
on any secular work.

The congregation is constantly on the outlook for adequ3te »roTJertv but no s11it­
able nroperty has as yet become available. He have at "")resent ;' 1,112,00 in our
building fund •

.,nd now, may our blessed Lord and Savior 1'rho has tauf"!,ht us to "!'r;:>y that His
name be hallO\\f8d, that His l\ingdon come, and that His 'rill be done, grant us His
al)undant grace L11. all things thc"t His" .ord na:\T be tauF'ht among us L.~ its truth and
nurity, that 1'1e may earnestly conduct our lives according to His l'ord, that His I\:ing­
dom may be extended to others, that what He ,.rants us to do may be carried out and that
vJhatever He 1'Jants us to suffer patiently according to His good nleasure ma" he met
vlith cheerfulness and Christian resignation. Amen.

Fraternally, in the name of Jews,

Dale E. Eller, Chairman
Paul F. Luedtke, Trustee
I-:artin Il. Luedtke, Elder
Itev. p. ~~. Bloedel, Fastor

HISSION REPOjIT FROi: CHUIST LUTHCrJ~N CHlF?CH

Dear Brethren:

Under the gracious blessings of our Savior, the Lord and the Head of the Church,
our congregation has continued to enjoy the nriceless treasurers of the Yeans of
Grace, the Word of God and the HolY Sacraments of Ba'Jtism and the Lord's SUnper, to­
gether with the services of a full-twe pastor.

Ve again raise grateful hearts to the Lord for these uml.eserved and rich bless­
ings! And Vie aga.in sincerely thank the sister congregations of the Conference for
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their financial assistance during this past year in malting this ryossible, under 29.
t;18 I.ord, through the sDecial arrangement of the 1 ihraukee Seminary Plan ""here
by our pastor also serves the Conference as its Seminary Instructor.

as a congregation we cam at emphasize too much 'Lne gree'L o.lessing of having the
services of a full-time pastor.rcs vIe all !mol'!, this is the Lord's will for each
Christian congregation, and for that reason we Conference members ",,~nt to do all ~~

c~n, under the Lord, to make it possible for all of our pastors to serve their flocks
full-tiJne. In view of the fnct thnt t'~JO of our congregations do not hpve the full­
time service of their pastors on account of lack of funds, making it necessarv for the
pastors to earn p~rt of their living by means of an extra 1ob, we request the Conven­
tion, therefore, to give serious thought to the 1jossibility of cutting bC'ck those
Conference budget needs which are of Ie ss importance in the vrork of the Lord and chan­
neling such funds into this more essential ,~rk of the Church.

\:ihile there were no students attending the Semim>r'"lJ this "!last year, 2nd there
are no visible prospects as yet for t"is coming year, ""re earnestly urge the brethren
not to abandon the Seminary nroject, but to keep it in readiness from yeAr to year,
as the Lord Bay grant the grace, in order that we may not neglect our resnonsibi1ity
before the Lord to Nork tov.'C).rd the adequDte nrovision for a future rninist~J. The
public ministry is not a human, but a divine institution: Titus 1:5; 'cets 14:23; 20:
17,28. Dr. F. Pieper in his Dogmatics, Vol. III, nare 41J+, declares: II1'e therefore
assert that it is not left to Christic".ns '""hether or not they VTould esta1Jlish and sun­
]Jort the public ministry aMong themselves, but that it is their duty according to
God's order. Halther expresses it thus: 'The r.rinistrv of nreaching is not an arbi­
trary office, but its character is such that the Church has been commanded to estab­
lish it and is ordinarily bound to it tilJ the end of days. II ••• The ministry is
despised ••. ""hen Christians are slow to erect and maintain schools for the training
of men for public service in the Church."

If the Conference can inprove the present Seminary Plan under v.~.ich "re have been
operating, b',' a possihle change of instructor and congregational location, ~re 't-'lill
Gladly sup/art such progress. On the other hand, if the Conference does not consider
such a change feasible at this time, we 'td.ll continue to su1iport the l're sent arrange­
ment to the best of our ability, as the Lord ,~rants the grace. F,nd, as we h'lve in
the past, VIe then also continue in our endeavors, under the Lord, to assume a more
nroportionate shDre of our pastor's sC''clDry for the new Conference fiscal yeer. Fe
cspeci911v feel this to be our responsibility in the light of his continued restricted
services as Semina~J Instructor, since the dearth of students, under the lord, con­
tinues. His saln.ry ps pastor-instructor "JasJOO ner month this ;:last year. Of-this
our congregation paid 100 and the Conference .',200. Under the Lord's blessinf1's, lore
are nN! able to increase our sh"re of his salary to 200 per nonth, reducing tlle Con­
ference share of the present monthly sC'lary to 100 yer month. T":is '!'!Quld permit the
Conference to use a r,reClter share of its funds for aiding other needy sister congreg<l­
tions. 'Je ex:;ect to maintain our present Gener?l Fund contribution of '60 ncr month,

The earnest desire to grow in grace and share our faith also continues to char­
acterize all of the members of our conpregation, Nho have made these necess"rv Chris­
ti:m virtues the blessed objective of their lives, in accordance with the Hill of our
S::vior, John 8:31-32; 1 Pet. 3:1"; l.at·:-,. 28:18-20. It is, therefore, our sincere en­
deavor to maintain the best Christii1n educatirmal facilities 90ssible, as the Lord
directs and blesses us. Ie nrovide Sunday School throughout the ye,'lr. lIe regularly
have Bible-jtudy for our adults each Slmday and also on one other even';ng: durin!, the
v,reek, both of t-!hich are very well attended. Besides his re~lar Saturday ConfiI'!"1ation
Class for the children of our congregation, our pastor nresently is holcing sDecial a­
dult Confirmation instruction classes for seven prosnective members, four of which are
colored people. Our 'Jastor' s work ,·lith the negroes has included extensive institution­
al Hark here in r~ilwaukee, as 't;"el1 a s in Green Dey and; Taupun. To help defrav such
traveling costs 1~ have added a llionthl~r car allov~nce of 10. Our conpregation is
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continuing also in its canvass endeavors to seek ou'- the unchurched. 30.

~le praise the Lord for this saving opportunity to grovr in grace and shore our
precious faith with others, and we praY that He would gr~nt all of the congre~ations

of the Conference a great harvest of souls, to the glory of His saving name!

A number of necessary improvements were agiJin made during t~is past year, inclu­
ding the following: ceramic tile and linen closet in the bathroom, nmlT electrical
service mast, two hand rails at the steps of the entrance "Jalk, bookshelve s for the
Semin<?ry room, new water heater, and a missal stand and cihorimn. The congree:a.tion
also installed cedar siding on the gable ends of the building, greatlv imnroving its
appearance and its ability to withstand the ravages of the weather. Our building,
"/hich serves as a church, parsonage, ilnd seminary, contitnles to nrovide adequate fa­
cilities for our present needs. Ceamlhile, under the blessings of the Lord, "18 do
look for,,,ard to ]JOssible future growth and the need to btdld a more churchlike struc­
ture to better serve our congregational needs. To that end 1~ began a building fund
this past year, with the earnest prayer that the Lord "rould graciously bless our
future mission endeavors and add many more souls to our flock, of His Elect, to the
glory of His Name and to the extension of His Church here on eartht

lrve continue to look to the Lord for mercy and grace to serve Em ,,"ith glad and
vTilling hearts all the days of our lives, in the full truth of His saving 'Tord. Fe
continue also to cherish the precious fellowship of faith 11hich we enjoy ,dth great
spiritual benefits as merribers of this Con.fereilce, uTJon 'whicll -we earnestlv' i.nvoke the
richest blessings of the Lord!

Respectfully submitted,

Christ LutherAn Church

E. L. I ehlherg, Pastor

i'.lJALY3IS OF OPER;',TING COSTS UNDER TT E j IUL\tJI<.EE PLl.H
Christ Lutheran Church

5/'31(64 - 6/1(65

Building and Grounds Laintenance
Building and Grounds ImproveD£nts
Retirement of Street Improvement Costs
Confe rence General Fund
Conference Equalization Fund
Retirement of 1st and 2nd Lortgages inclUding interest 8t Ins.
Liabilit" Insurance
Pastor's Salary
fastor's Car Allo~~nce

Utilities:

'34B.60
~.45

1302.00
710.00
3'3.00

1315.00
12.90

1200.00
50.00

445Ul
;·:~564:95

209.'33
9B.60
37.16

100.02
fiscal r>enod

Gas
;]';lectricity
'Jater
Telephone

during pastTotal obligation met

Present liabilities:

1st mortgage
2nd mortgage

,',10,006.06
7a6.aS

Victor Bloedel
Financial Secretary
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REPOJ1T OF THE Cml'ITT,:E OtT THEOLOGICAL EJJJCATION

Dear Brethren in the Lord,

31

"Rememher them "!hich h~~vc the rule over you, '\"'0 have spoken unto you the :.Tord
of God: lIhose faith fo11o\-l, considering the end of their conversation." Reb. 13:7.

In the Spring of 1839 about 500 German immigrants settled on a tract of land in
Perry County, Lissouri, ahout 100 miles south of St. Louis. 5 Dastors and 3 candi­
dates for the ninistry were a~ong t~em. The immigrants organized 5 narishes--each
served b;r one of the pastors. The people faced r-.Qverty and sickness, together vd.th
the difficult task of building homes in a Nilderness and establishing a settlement in
a strange land. Hany of the people died from a fever epidemic due to their being un­
accustomed to the hot r~ssouri climate, the lack of proper shelter, and the need for
sanitary facilities. One pastor '.Tote that the "settlement was one large hospital,
and even the most necessary care for the patients was w:'lnting."

In June of 1839, a St. Louis paper reported: "Ne,vs of a deplorable character is
reaching us from the I Old-Intheran f settlement in Perry County. The greater n8rt of
the immigrants is still ~~thout shelter; 150 people are huddled together in a shed
which is no nrotection against stann or rain. Their proDerty is soaked throllp:h "cith
moisture, and they themselves frequently have no change of dr,v clothes for days in
succession. Diseases are maldng thcdr ap'Jearance, and some of the patients are be­
lieved to be past recovery•••• They tried to put up log houses, but they lacked draught
animals to haul the logs. They tried to null the logs by manpower, but gave UP the
attempt without building a single house. Then, a.t this season of the year, they tried
to clear the forest. On account of the heat and humidity those who made the attempt
were prostrated. Only eighty acres of land are under cultivation. ,'oneJr is becoming
scarce; how shall these unfortunate ones be fed? There is much despondency on every
hand."* Later in June of 1839, the same newspe.per reDorted: "Of the 500 persons some
are d~~lling in farmhouses, by far the greater number in tents or in open sheds or
under shelters made of branches and foliage. The families live on rations mostly
limited to rice and bacon. Some of the men as are able to Hork try to clear the
ground and build fences, but succeed rather poorly because there is no exnerienced
direction and they lack draught animals. There is general dejection and they are
prostrated by the c~.bined influence of the unaccustomed lahar, the strange climate,
the scantiness of food, poor shelter, hlJ.TI1id weather, etc. 1t

i any of the people became disheartened and returned to C'.rermany. l'"any doubted
'Whether the blessing of God actually rested upon them and bea:an to reason that God
was displeased lIrith them for ler-ving their Fatherland and the State Church of Ge!T1any.
S0me refused to attend divine serYices. One 'Pastor resigned from his affice. The
pastor Who lI~S the leader of the colony h~d beon found guilty of a ~ross sin which
worked spiritual confusion and be\'rilderment anong the colonists.

These were the troublesome times ltlhich ,...ere faced b'- our spiritual fore-fathers
here in the United St;.otes. :,re the problems 1o'!hich our little Conference faces today
more grave and more critical than these?

In '-,ugust of 1839, only a fev! months after the Gennan immigrants be~mn their
settlement in Perry County, an announcement aDl~ared in a St. Louis paper to the ef­
fect that the Luther!'ms in ths f'f'lrrv r,Ol1nt,v sP.tt,'p~nt. 1,:p.re intendinl!' to establish an
institution equivalent to 1-ih;-t "T~-~~uid-~~ll-toda;-;--J~i~r Hiph--Sch~ol, Senior High
School, Junior College, and Send.nary, and t hat classes VIOnld hetPn in the Fall of
that very year. HOll1 amazing this ne1t!8 must h~ve been to the peo~le of st. Louis-­
that the very people of ,...hom they had just recentlv read as beingnpaverty and in most
Y1liserable circumst.:mcElA A.re now ouening an institlltic)fi of hi"her learningl Yes, our
spiritual fore-fathers "con:=drlPl-e,l it. t.hpir dllty," as Dr. 1.1;]lther '"Tites, "not to

~(-(uotations from "The Story of C.L'!. Falther,n by I'ola.ck. p<'l{\€S 45, 46.
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leave the founding of institutions for the training and education of faithful 32.
teachers and ministers slothfully and carelessly to the future. II These devot-
ed men were vitally concerned <!bout nreserving for themselves and for their children
and for their children's children after them a priceless heritage~the pJre te~ching

and nreaching of God's \lord.

lvnat about us? Do '!'Ire as a Conference actually face more insurmountahle diffi­
culties and hardships than did the German settlers in r:issouri? Should there be any
question at all about our providing for a future ministry? Certainly, UT) to now we
have been contributing financillir to the SU,lJ0rt of a truly Luther;m Seminary in J'il­
,-ukee, Fisconsin. Lany of us also have been remembering our Seminary and its instruo­
tor in our prayers before the throne of God's ~ercy and grace. But, sad to say, yes,
deplorably sad it is that we have had no young men \-mo have indicated a desire to at­
tend our Seminary and to carry on the work of the Lord among us and among our children
after us. It is almost an unbelievable situation! The notto of our convention here
in Lebanon is "LOVE"--does our love not also extend in this direction? j·lhere then are
the Hannas 'Who will dedicate their boys to the Lord's vrork and continue to encourage
them in that direction? IJhere are the fathers \'lho will urge their young sons earnest­
ly to consider being pastors 'lrmo will keen the pure teachin~s of God's Ford alive
arnong us? i~nd hotA! are the nleI:lbers of our cor"gregations generally standing behind and
encouraging spiritually and with practical measures the young men 'Who might be urged
to prepare for this work?

But someone might say: "Let' s be practical and consider the CirCUl'!lstances of our
Conference and also bear in wind the fact that we have one candidate already who has
no congregation!" \fe simply must ansvrer thet the iramigrants in Perry County consider­
ed the matter to be very practical in spite of their ci~cumstances and in snite of the
fact: that they already had 3 candidates for the ministry 'Who had no congregations.
Certainly times are different now than they "rere then but the practical needs are the
same. Think for a moment 'vhat '!rAy and will indeed hap;Jen if no boys or young men are
inclined to study for a truly Lutheran ministry. Our present pastors are gr01d.ng old­
er 1\1.th each passing :'tear a,.'1d for a young High School graduate to study for the minis­
try vrill require, under most circumstances, 7 years of train" ng. 1'.s yet we h1'lve none
who have stepped forward and said: "Here am I, send me, send meT"-and the years roll
on! lay we fervently pray to the Lord to keep us fror.l being indifferent in this ma.t­
ter, lest He visit us and our children w'it l l a famine of His . .ford.

With ~gard to a. training nrogram for future parochial school te?chers, it is
our proposal to the Conference in convention assembled to encourage all of those young
people who are interested in becoming school teachers earnestly to consider supple­
menting their required normal school training with sufficient training in the field of
religious education and that such a curriculum be offered through our Semina.ry facil­
ities.

The counseling of prospective candidates for the minist~ or prospective teacher
candidates for parochial schools regarding their choice of subjects in secular insti­
tutions should also be readily available, either through the Committee on Theological
Education or through our Seminary inst~Jctor. Guidelines for J~ung people so inclined
should be made available as soon as possible and sent to them upon request.

Now, may the Lord of the Church bless our efforts to go forward in this impor­
tant work of maintaining a future ministry and by our earnest efforts in this regard
may we prove that we indeed love Him who first loved us. Amen.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. P. R. Bloedel, Chairman
Rev. H. David Fensing
Hr. Paul Luedtke
Mr. David T. Mensing

1965 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



Dear Brethren:

REPOHT OF THE SEYIrL\RY mST;:(,UCTOR 33.

;\5 y-OU nIl knO't'T, the Lord ha 5 during these pest sevcr?il yenrs not dir-ected any
students to our Seminary. j,nd, t1S of this moment, we ha.ve no prosnective students for
the coming year.

There was, therefore, no Seminary instructional activity on the "'Jart of the in­
structor. In the eor.'Y p·rt of this yer:r, I did regularly OCCUDy myself in several
branches of the Seminary Course of Study, in order to contimte my self-improvement
progrc!1U. Later on in the ye2r this, ho'!'rever, had to te abandoned because more nress­
ing and urgent "fork in the area of my p<,stornl duties in the congregation. During the
course of the yenr sever.,l books lI/ere purchased for the Seminary li~rpry.

Since our candidt'tc for the ministry, eRr. Lr. Julius Schmitt, has continued his
residence in hihfaukee as a member of Christ Lutheran Church, he has in the past ren­
dered valuable service in the work of the Lord in our midst by IJreaching as often as
he is able, by regularly assisting the Pastor in the Communion services 2nd'the other
services on occasion, by serving as instructor for on" of the Bible classes, :md by
participating actively in the CanVQSS program of the congregation, besides hcing an
active voter in the congregation. His Seminnry training is thus being nut to good use
in the '!'fork of the Lord and this additional experience ,nil enable him the better to
serve a pastorate later on when and if the Lord so directs and blesses, according to
His good and gracious will.

:.s Christ Congregation h'!s indicated in its Hission ~tenort, I believe that our
Conference should contimte to keep in one ration its Seminary Plun, in order that the
Conference is ready at any time to undertake the continued work of training prosooc-
+';1:ro. 'I":~O'Y'l f't"'\1'" -rho ~'h"r';Cl+;"'''' 1"n';n';C!+.,...,·u· '.t'ho".,o",,~ +ho Tf"IIl. rl """"''''rP eL!lon f'';:+- +1"'10 ,44",,0"'+ ~,,,,,,,- +-"v""" .. '-' "'u '" -.. v _ v t;.t. ...... •u.IooL. 4-L.~\J j-', 'vJ..I, vv Vll.v .J.JV u ~uc..:,J lJ"' L"""' VV ""'".I. vv Ul.AV,lJ. '-'_

us. I believe th"t this is necessary because it is God's ,rill thl't we Christians make
adequate provision for the training of a future ministry, as the Conference has also
repeatedly and officially declared. The public ministry is not a human, but a. divine
;no+;+."+4,.,,,..,. T4:+"c ,. t::... 11",+ c:!I , J. • ")~ .. ')(}.,,, ':)0. n.,.. ~. P.;L"l'.....~"'" .;V\ "'.; ~ T)",..,...", .... +..;,,~ 1'1",,'
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III, page 444, declares IJ; 'e therefore assert th<,t it is not left to Christians whether
or not they would establish nnd SUIJport the pUblic ministry among theI1lse1ves, but thi1t
it is their duty according to God's order. 1fulther exnresses it thus: 'The ministry
of pre~ching is not an arbitrary office, but its character is such that the church has
been commanded to establish it ,md is ordinc:>rily bound to it till the end of days.' •••
The ministry is desposed ••• when Christians <'xe SlO1\1 to erect and ma.int:>in schools for
the training of men for public service in the Church. lI

Under the blessings of the Lord we do helve a Seminary; let us, therefore, con­
tinue to maintain it, as God grants us the grace. If the Conference is able to imIJrove
the Seminary by changing its instructor I'1nd con~egational location, I would he;>rtily
be in favor of such nro~ress. If. however. the Conference continues to find the ~re-... \oJ - I iI - - - - --. - - - - •

sent temporary Seminnry arrangement acce:?table, I will continue to do all I cem, under
the Lord, to support thilt God pleasing endeavor. ,'end I know that Christ Congregation
"rill continue also to give its full cooperDtion end ChristiC'n SUPlJort to t'lis "'Drthy
cause, as the Lord grents ability.

As I pointed out to all our congregations L"st year in the course of my Semil12ry
Visitation meetings, if we are to conduct ourselves in n God-pleasing m3nner in this
endeavor, let us heed the "I)ord of our S,:,.vior ' ..rho informs us: liThe harvest truly is
plenteous, but the labourers are fewP latt. 9:37. Let us all give encouragement and
active support to such gifted young sons in our membership who, under the Lord I s
gracious guidance, ma;r desire to become laborers in the Lord's vineyard. To accomnliSl
that blessed end according to the Lord's 1i.lll, let us humbly continue to follow our
Sc.vior's gracious directive, j:att. 9:38: "Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest
that He will send forth labourers into His harvest!lI
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In closing this report , it would, therefore, seem a ppropria te if we rir:ht 34..
now do what our Scwior here directs in behalf of tllis His ,,'ork. Let us then
bow our hends in humble and believing prayer: Lord Jesus, Thou SBvior and Heed of Thy
Church, send Thy gracious blessings UDon us all, so th0t this im"JOrtant "'rork 'l'Jh~ ch
Thou hast cOlTllIlanded us to perform in Thy viney<lrd may be ca.rried out. Fe 'l\ullinplv
and gladly undertake it in Thy name alone. NO\'T let it be done accord~ng to Thy l'ill,
to Thy glory, and to the furtherance of Thy Church here on e1'1rth! f.n.en.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. E. L. :ehlberg, Instructor

REPORT OF THE SUJ<JDf,Y SCHOOL L:;\.TT:n.ELS CO~1]'nTTEE

Under our Lord's gracious blessing, Sunday School leaflets, memory work sheets,
ana nome'~ork sheets were ag[1 in supplied in mime0 praphea l"Orrn to 'tne boys and girls of
our Conference during the past Conference yec>r. The second use of Series II material
in its temporary format will be completed by the end of Aug. of this calendar ye~r.

Printing of the Sunday School leaflets was authorized by the 1964 Convention in
Tinley Park. 1:ork has begun on this project during the year, involving careful review
of the content for accuracy and readability and of the illustrations for style ~nd

appropriateness. Original plans for the use of one g! x 5~ sheet have now been chang­
ed to an 8i x 11 folded sheet. Samples of the format how being considered by the Com­
mittee are availnble for your suggestions and cOllIDlents. Leaflets for the first quar­
ter of Series I should, bv rnrl's grace, be ready for the first Sunday in Sentember.

The continued use and support of our Conference Sunday School materi~ls are
recogni!ied and appreciated. The ,,650 b?lnnce in the Sund8.Y School Fund will cover the
bulk of the printing of the Series I leaflets. However, some additional sunport from
the General Fund may be required. For this reason, it is recorrmended that the :"aso
pla.ced in the last year t s budget for this purpose but not exnended be }11.3de avnilable
again during the ne,,, fiscal year. It will not 'be utilized unless very necessary. i.ny
increased direct support for the Sundny School Fund b v our congregations Hill help
reduce the possibility of that need.

Unusually abundant blessin{'5 of the Lord have carried this imDort[1nt work of our
Conference to its present stage. The ryrnyers of nll our brethren for r~dls continued
guidnnce and help are needed for the ~~rk still renaining in the months ahead. Cer­
ta inly, the spiritual i'll6ll-being of all the children in our conp:reg,'1tions is the
rroper concern of us all. Our prayer may well be:

Gracious Savior, gentle Shepherd, Children all are dear to Thee;
Gl'lthA1"ecl wit.h 'T'hinA Al"mfl Ann ~Al',...iF>n Tn 'T'h1r hn"nm m,qv +'hFnr hA~
- ~------ - - ."---- ----.. --~ _._.~.- _.- ..-- ------- - .. - --''If ------- r ••__., ----v - -;T

S\'Jeetly, fondly, safely, tended, Fro!': all \'nmt and danger free.

Let Thy holy 1!ord instruct them; Fill th eir JTl.inds ~d. th heavenly light;
Let Thy povrerful grace constrain them To a~p:rove "'hate fer is right;
Let them feel Thy yoke is easy, Let them prove Thv burden lipht.

Elfred Bloedel, Chairman

Rev. Paul Bloedel

David T. r:ensing

Victor Bloedel
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I. I;EEOlnf.i~ FROH PEi.CE EV. ill7tIEl1J,N CHlFiCH

't\'herns our Congregation has in the past years contributed to the best of its ahility
both to the support of the Conference endeavors ,md its own local budget; and

~Jhere;;s it hns become increasingly clear that our Congregation has not been able to do
its full duty in the support of its own local ministry because of its sunnort of
the Conference endeavors; and

lJhereas our Congregation's Scriptural duty to give 1'lrecedence to the support of its
own ministry has been discussed at length in its own midst and snecially emnha­
sized by the Conference in resolutions adopted by the conventions of 1955 and
1962; and

\Jhereas our pastor still finds it necessary, for his own and his family's sunnort, to
shoulder a nearly full secular work-load vJhich, in his own best Christian judg-·
ment, ap""roved also by the Congregation, does not pemit him to make full nroof
of his laC'll ministry to which he is called of God; and

iJhereas our Congregation therefore finds it necessary to curt;>il regular conference
financial support for the coming fiscal year at least, in order to rectify these
conditions nnd to continue its work more fully in accordance '\iId.th the ordin:mce
of God; therefore be it

Resolved that we recommend to the Con6ordia Luthernn Conference in convention assem­
bled at Lebanon, Oregon, in the month of June, 1965, that it seriously consider
our Scriptura.lly required action in this regard when composing its 1965-66
bUdget, so that the expenditures ~nticip~ted for conference work are maintained
at a level commensurate with the ability of the member congregations to con­
tribute to its treasury after their own local duties in the Lord have been
adequately fulfilled.

To this end we suggest especially that the Conference consider reducing the
nijmber of Concordia Lutheran issues published each year and also reducing the
number of conventions and other meetings held, as both of these items reouire
an unusually large outlay of funds for a group of our size numbering in tot~l

on~ about 200 communicantsmembers.

Jlpril 25, 1965 Respectfully and fraternally suhmitted bV
the unanimous resolution of PE~.m EV.
LUTHER ~T CHURCH, TIrrv~ P:'.RK, ILLINOIS

Hi. Dani.1 ~;ensing, Secretary

Henry J. Bockmarm, Elder

II. HEhOl1L'tL REGARDIFG ,~ SECOND UJTHER;~N FRE: COPFEm'CE

Whereas our Conference sponsored the attendance of (1) fll1stor ;'lnd (1) layrmm to the
first Lutheran Free Conference which was held at te'.faterloo, Iowa, July 7-9, 1964

Vlhereas a second Lutheran Free Conference will be held in Cedar R'lpids, Io't-Ta on July
13-15, 1965 and

l;Jhereas it is one of the purposes of our Conference to seek out those ,tho truly share
our Scriptural position in Doctrine and ~ractice, and

~,1hereas the subject to be considered at this second Free Conference is the chief doc­
trine of the Christian Religion, ,,ffiich during recent yep.rs h~s been grossly
perverted among the major Luther~n bodies in our nation,

Therefore be it resolved that we request the Board of Directors to delegate one nas­
tor and one layman from our Conference to attend the second Lutheran Free
Conference at Cedar Hapids, lava on July 13-15, 1965 in an unofPic1al cHpacity
and that their traveling expenses he 1'Jaid from the Conference Treasury

April 11, 1965 Hespectfully subnlit ted by ST. I1JKE' S ruTH­
ER r1 mmrCH, Sea.ttle \Jashington
Dale E. Ellis, Chairman
Eartin R. Luedtke, Secret?!;l
Rev. P. R. Bloedel, Pastor
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36.
III. lIEEDH.lhL REGA.R.DING THS YOUNG PEOPLE OF OUR COl:iGREGi\THW1S

IJHEREl"S: The young people of our congregations should be of special concern to
our Conference, and

ln1EREAS: ljany your~ people have educational" vocational or ~rofessional interests
Which may necessitate their le~ving their home communities and con~rega­

tions for extended periods of time, or permanently, and

~\TIIEnE.ltS: The Lord has richly blessed our Conference wi..th congregations ~ihich are
located in such areas where a great variety of educational or emn1oy­
ment opportunities are available, and

~JHER&\.S: The Lord requires of us to IIseek first the Kingdom of God ll ahove every
earthly consideration (Hatt. 6:33) and "not to forsake the assembling
of ourselves together" with fellow believers (Heb. 10:25)

THEREFOHE BE IT RESOLViD: That we sincerely urge our young neonle to follo'" their
educational, vocational or professional pursuits in areas Where the
services of our Conference congregations are accessible and thp·t we
help them to realize the great spiritual dangers involved when the Lord
and His \lord are not given primary consideration in all their endeavors.

April il, 1965 Respectfully submitted,

ST. LITKE i S WTJIER'I' Clfl.JRCH
Seattle, j"!ashington

Dale E. Ellis, Chairman

rfartin R. Luedtke, Secretnry

Rev. p. TI. Bloedel, Pastor
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Einutes of the Fifteenth !,nnua.1 Convent ion
Concordia Luther2n Conference

Held at st. John IS Luthernn Church
Leb,mon, Oregon June H~-20, 1965

37.

The Fifteenth 1.nnua1 Convention of the Concordia Lutherl1n Conference beg,'m on Friday
morning June 18, 1965, ,~t 9:30 a.m. with a divine service in which "President ~!atterer

preached on Ps. 31: 23. Pastor Schaefer served as liturgist. The offering was receiv-
ed for the General Fund of the Conference Trensury. -

President tJatterer officially opened the first session of the convention at 10:45 a.1"'.
He presented the agenda, and the committee changes due to absences of de1eg:otes vJh;_ch
was accepted as corrected.

r.h~.'-pre1iminaryRe]/ort _of the Committee on Registration and Excuses
5 Pastors; 7 lay delegates, and 18 visitors ~~re present.
It loras moved and seconded that the folioving be excused full time: Pastor and dele­
gates from Peace, Tinley Park, Illinois; one delegate from Christ, ~ihffiukee, Tri.s:.;
two delegates fron St. Stephenls, 1-Jilmot, South Dakota. Carried.

The Heport of the Credentials COIIlrli ttee
,'.ccording to the bJr-laws of the Conference for all convention business, .3 vote s 1,ril1
be received from St. Luke's, Seattle, T'as'~ington, .3 from Christ Lutheran, l'ihmukee,'
.iisconsin, 3 from St. Paul's, Coos Ray, Oregon, .3 from St. <fohn's in Lebanon, ()rc~on,

2 from St. Ste~)hen's, liilmot, South D"lwta, a total of 14 votes.

The Annual Renort of the President
President Nntterer then gave his re~ort \.\'hich wtlS accented bV the convention b'T mo­
tion, pending the report of the RevieH Committee. Vice-nresident Schaefer then
anpointed Pastor Bloedel, Lr. Paul Luedtke, and Lr. Ted Fischer as the 11eview Cornmit­
tee.

The Press COImnittee Report
Pastor Schaefer reported thatthe local pastor, Fe stor ~latterer, had placed an article
in the local d~ilv paper, covering Linn county, announcing to the cornmmitv, through
the "lbeny Democr2t Herald, the Convention of the Conference.

The Convention adjourned at 11: 25 a.J'l1. "d.th ann:mncements so that corn..'l"littees cou l d
meet before lunch.

;lfternoon Sessions Friday June l~h

This session began at 1:15 n.m. ,-nth devotions led bv PAstor Paul Bloedel: H~n 477
IILard Jesus, Thou the Chu:::-ch's Head," John 15+1-17, H:TllID 464 "Blest he the Tie That
Binds", nnd the Blessing.

The Essay: First Presentation
"1, True Lutheran Congregation Practices Church Discipline"

Rev. Schaefer, the essayist, gave some preliminary COP1l11ents on the backf.'round of the
rWJ,teri~l \/~ich was a rnajor source for his essa~i. Irl 1875, ur. T,Jalther beF(un deliver­
ing a number of theses (28) on the qualities of Ll true congregation delivered to the
:!isconsin District of the r'~issouri Synod. :.bout helf "rere later given to other nps­
tors '-Jho delivered then at conventions from lPB6 on. T',is eSSHY is ]1';>inl" on Theses
..l.4 on "\..,nurcn 1J~SClp.Llne. if The introduction and T1!"rt I HGod cor'P1.Dnds the local con­
gregation to practice it fl ,"ere presented in this session

It was moved and seconded thnt paragraDh 3 of pa r<e 1 be revised as follows:
HIn the narroi'l8r sense , it ffi8ans the dealing carried on in a lace 1 conp:regation
1'ith C'. member according to the lord of God, ,lith refeieence to C1 T),.... rticulAr sin fl

,

that the words "after the first and second achonitj ons have been p'iYen lf be struck.
This motion Has tabled until after tre essay has been de1iyered.
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T'18 essayist conclud€d ,dth sub-part C of part 1. These sub-'::>arts 8re: A. ;', -, 38.
Di'Jine Commend, B. \lho is to practice it? C. Uron l'mom is it to be exercised?

The Tract Committee Report
The report vms presented and accepted for the 1965 Proceedings subject to considera­
tion by Hev. Lensing, a committee member who v!aS absent. Rev. Bloedel ...ras asked to
give a report on the printing of the essay of the last convention, "The ScrinturC'l Re­
lation Bet,-reen Justification and Sanctification". He renorted that the BOArd !luthor­
ized the printing of 500 copies for our congregations, 100 for each con~regation, and
that each congregati0n was encouraged to nay to the Conference TreAsurer "'12.50.

The convention adjourned for recess at 3:00 p.m. and reconvened at 3:15 p.m.

The Election of Officers and Committees
Rev. Bloedel first reviewed the By-Laws concerning elections. ~Tomination by bellot
for president was opened to the convention.

Nominated for President: P<Jstors O. ~;. Schaefer, L L. Natterer
Elected: Rev. L L. Natterer

Nominated for Vice-president: Pastors E. L. 1 ehlberg, O. U. Schaefer, 1•• J. Cordes
Elected: Rev. O. 'if. Schaefer

Nominated for Secretary: Pastors E. L. I eh1berg, i" J. Cordes
Elected: nev. ~. J. Cordes

Nominated for Treasurer: 1 r. E. Bloedel, l,r. V. Bloedel, l-r. 11. Fischer
Elected: hr. E. Bloedel

Nominated for Board Lember-at-Large: l-r. V. Bloedel, l~r. J•• Greiner, Jr. H. Fischer
Elected: Hr. Halter Fischer

The Report of the Tree surer
For the treasurer. I r. E. P, Bloedel. 1 r. Victor Bloedel presented the fo11oFing sta­
tistical report for the year June 1;1964 to Vay' 31, 1965': finanda1 renort for ray,
1965, the llnnual Report, Planning shc'et for 1965-1966 Budget, and ComJ'lprison of Con­
tribution over Five-ye2r Period. It F'1 S l'1ove (1. 2nd seconded to acce"t the renort
subject to audit. Carried.

The nominating co~~ittee presented the sl~te for the la1 member of the Committee on
Lutheran Union.

1. Lr. V. K. Bloedel
2. Lr. T. :C. Fischer

It wns moved and seconded to close noninations. Carried.
Elected: hr. V. K~ Bloedel

The Nomination Committee's suggested slates for the 1'ission Committee were:
Slate I (Incumbent): Rev. E. L. leh1ber{T, Yr. Kenneth fehlman, lir. H. Bochman.
Slate II: Rev. H. D. llensing, 'Lr. 11. Bochman, 1 r. David lensing.
It was moved and seconded to close nominations. Carried
Slate I v~s elected.

For the Co~ttee on Theological 2ducation, the fo11o~~ng were nresented:
Slate I (incumbent): Rev. P. R. Bloedel, Rev, H. D. lensing, lr. Paul Luedtke,
Lr. David hensing.
Slate II: 11ev. H. D. i ensing, Rev. Po R. Bloedel, I r. Dale Ellis, Ir. David ~ ensing.
It was moved and seconded to close the nominations. Carried
Slate I waS elected.

The lJominating Committee moved to retain the Committee on Sunday School J-aterials since
the present committee members had not comn1eted their l\ork. Seconded and carried.
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The Editorial Committee 1vas nominated as follows by the nomin8ting committee: 39.
Slate I (incumbent): Hev. E. L. 1ehlberg, Rev. H. D. l'lensing, lire rr. Luedtke.
Slate II: Rev. P. R. Bloedel, Rev. :C. L. I ehlberg, }-r. 'Jaul Luedtke.
It was moved and seconded to close noITinations.
It ",,'as nlovcd and seconded,' because of a tie, to reopen noninations. Carried
Slate III: neva E. L. I ehlberg, Rev. p. R. Bloedel, 1'1'. Paul Luedtke.
It was !'loved and seconded to close nominations. Carried.
Slate I was reelected.

It was moved and seconded to make the elections for the elected slates unanimous
and to thank the Committee on Nominations for its service. Carried.

The Report of the Committee on Lutheran Union
Rev. O. F. Schaefer, the chaim.an, gave his re'Jort. It was T"',oved and seconded to
accept the report with thanks. Carried.
It was moved and seconded that the Committee on Lutheran Union inform the President of
the Church of the Lutheran Confession that ~~ are still in the nrocess of studying
their confessional statenents of the Church and I'inistry and Church Fellowshin, and
that we are still interested in meeting with them ~dth a view to~mrd estahlishing a
God-pleasing fellovvship based on full agreement in God's 'Jord. Carried.

It was rrloved and seconded to turn the recommendations of the Committee over to the
Resolutions eommittee. Carried.

It was moved and seconded to print the article published in the December 15, 1964
issue of the Lutheran Standard concerning the Concordia LutherAn Conference in one of
our next issues of the Concordia Lutheran together with our re'Jly to the Lutheran
Standard. The motion was made and seconded to table this motion until we reconvene.

The motion ,.,as made and seconded to adjourn at 5 :30 p.m. and to meet ot 7: 00 n.m. to
finish the relJOrt of the Committee on Luther[ln Union and to hear the T:'ditorial Com­
nuttee's report.

Evening Session on Friday, June 18th
Discussion on the tabled motion above ,~s reoDened. The tabled motion above on nlac­
ing the Lutheran Standard article and our reSDonse to it in our Concordia Lutheran
was reopened for discussion and carried.

The Report of the Lditorial Committee
Rev. E. L. :; ehlberg presented his re'lort and 1 r. l:nrtin Luedtke's, bllsiness ma.n8ger'S
financial and subscription report. It Has moved and seconded to receive the renorts
,dth thanks, with the financial report subject to audit. Carried. There ~~s consid­
erable discussion on the subscription report as to how to increase the suhscri?er list.

The evening session adjourned 1,lith Hymn 554, "l'JO~T nest Beneath right I s Shadow", The
Lord's Prayer, and the Benediction, led bv Vice-president Schaefer.

homing Sessions Saturdav June 19th
The convention reconvened at 9: 00 n .m. with the singing of Hvmn 397, "0 Love, 1'1ho
hadest I.e to Hear", I John 4:7-21, Hymn 498, "Rise Thou Light of Gentile ITations", rmd
the Benediction led by Pastor A. J. Cordes.

The ]\~nutes of the previous day were accepted as read.

The Essay: Second Pres~~tation

".. True Luther,m Congregation Prnctices Church Discipline"

The essa~rist, Hev. Schaefer, continued with D. "The purpose of church disci,.,line" un­
der Part 1. "God commands the local congregation to practice it (church discinline).
The purpose of church discipline was further emphasized bv the Convention a s an act of
love toward the erring member( s) as well as t01-mrd the congregation. E. liThe proce­
dure" 1"as then prescmted. It 1<JaS emphasized that the words "if he hear thee" J'att.
18:15, indicate that we are to continue admonishing in each step as long as there is
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cornrnand- 40.
out that

Tnis session

progress and not stubbornness. The apparent contradiction bet1~en the
went lIJndge not" and church disciryline 'h'I'1S discussed, it being 'Jointed
uncharitable judging is forbidden but Scriptural judging is con~landed.

concluded ",ith Part I.

It 1-vf:3S announced that rr. Ed1·Jin Engel, an alternate delegAte from St. John's cO'Jgre­
gation is now taking the place of 1 r. Francis' illiams.

The Reryort of the /inditing Coromittee
Hr.Ruben Kvalheu'l, a member of this committee reported:

lIHaving examined the books of our Conference Tre1"'surer, l'r. E. Bloedel, the Aud­
iting Committee is pleased to re~ort that "re have found them in good order. The
balance in the vnrious funds are such as are reported in the Treasurer's reoort. lI

~'Je thank i r. lartin Luedtke for his';ljle assist<"!nce in this audit.

liThe books of the Business llianager of the Concordia Lutheran have been audited by
us. ~Ie have found them to be correct and in good order. If

Rev. O. l,T. Schaefer
Fr. Ruben Kvalheim

The Auditing Committee moved th,::t the President arypoint t,,'o men of the "est Co~st to
2.udit the financial books of the Business r·ana ger of the Tra ct Committee. Seconded.
Carried.

The imditing Committee' 5 re'lort wa s accepted with thanks. l: eved, seconded, cmd ca rried.

The ~teport of the Committee on rissions
11ev. E. L. i ehlberg, the fission Chairman, presented his report, the mission renort of
St. Luke's of Seattle, l,ashington and the mission report frow Christ Luthernn Church.

Hecess began at 11:00 a.m. The Convention reconvened at 11:15 a.m.

Discussion vias held on the r e'lOrt of Christ Lutheran Church, and the Conference as far
as who is to increose the pastor-instructor salary.

It was noved, seconded, and carried to accent the report of the r~ission COJ!1111ittee.

Rev. p. R. Blo3del, pastor of St. Luke I s of Seattle, 1Jashc ngton was then given the
flonr to anS,'Jer any auestions of the convention concerning his report read by the Fis­
sion Corrunittee Chairman. 1Tith his delegates, he ans1~rered questions concerning obtpin­
ing congregat'on-owned pronerty. The congregation continues to look for homes and
continues to consider building a home for the na stor. The congregation "ras encouraged
to look pDticntly for suitable property.

The salary requirement of ,516.00 ner month mentioned in the "Report of the Committee
on i':issions, II to nut St. Luke t s pastor into full time ministrY vJaS reviewed.

This session adjourned at 12:20 p.m. to reconvene at 1:30 n.m.

Lfternoon Session on SClturday, June 19th
The session began at 1:30 n.m. v,lith the follo",ing devotion led ~T 'tev. Iehlberg:
Hymn 529, "Lord, Thee I love 1 ith ,'.11 j:y HC3rt ll

, praver, and 1 John 3:l0-2L:, and the
Benediction.

The Jeport of the Committee on Theological Education
Rev. P. i1. Bloedel, chairman, presented his Cormnittee's renort. It was !~wved t.o
accept the report. Seconded. This motion "m.S tahled to after the reading of the
"Heport of the Seminary Instructor".

The Report of the Seminary Instructor
liev. ~. L. i ehlberg, the seminary instructor, read his report.

lle". Bloedel "ras then asked to lead the discussion on theological education in the
Conference. The training of Parochial School Teachers was discussed in relation to
thE ;-Jresent 1ilwaukee "Ian. It "ms 'cloved to recormnit the matter of '1ll'lnninp to train
parochial school teachers to the Committee for the next convention. ,seconded, Carried.

The proper eneouragl.ng of voung IT!(:;r! 1.>0 nreDare for the mini etry Wi'! S di seu ssed so tha t
the Lord's will can be done in them.
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It '\las moved to remove the above tabled motion from the table. Seconded, Carried.41.
It 1eJaS moved to add to the l1lotion above to accept with the Renort of the Committee on
Ineologica~ bauca~1on, ~ne li€~ort of the Seminary Instructor. Seconded. Carried.
It was moved to accept both reports. Seconded. Carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 plm. for ten minutes.

The Convention reconvened to hear:

The Henart of the Committee on Sunday School r aterials
ilev. Paul Bloedel delivered the report for the chairman, Fr. E. p. Bloedel, \-Jho was
absent, Rev. Bloedel then handed out two printed samnles of the Sunday School mater­
ial for the lower grace level, relatinr, the professional nrocess used to arrive at
the finished product. The total cost of this series,G"':17.50 for 500 copies, \-Jould be
\,410.00. It was moved and seconded to accent the renort with thanks. Carried.

The Ienorial of Peace Evargelical Lutheran Church
The memorial of Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tinley Park, Illinois concerning
the frequency of conference meetings and the number of Concordia Lutheran issues ~~s

read to the Convention. On the basis of the mel"loriol, discussion centered around the
number of conventions and meetings as they relate to the financial cost and abilities
of the congregations. ,lll congregations tl-Jrough their lay-delegates and pastors ex­
pressed themselves on their congregation's possible abilities to contribute to the ne~r

fiscal year's budget.

It was moved that the memorial of Peace tuther<1n Church be considered by the Budget
Committee in regard to the subsidy and Seminary Fund, and also the Concordia Lutheran
Fund. Seconded. Carried.

It ",'as moved that this problem of the convention and board meetings of this next year
be referred to the Comnittee on Resolutions. Seconded. Carried.

The Lemorial Hegarding a Second Lutheran Free Conference
ine resolution "'as read. It was moved to let the Committee on Hesolutions take care
of this resolution. Seconded. Carried.

The Preliminary Report of the Budget Committee
The Committee surveyed the possible totAl of the next fiscal budget to be about
e 5240.00

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 D.m. vith the Blessing.

Sunday Lornin/? Service! June 20th
In the convention communion service at 10:00 a.m., F~stor p. H. Bloedel of Seattle,
([ashington delivered the message on the text, "1 Ie love Him, because He first loved
us." I John 4:19. The host pastor served as liturgist. The offering Fas used to de­
fray the local congregation's convention eA~en5es~

Sunday [,fternoon Session, June 20th
The session began at 1:45 vnth the follo~:ing devotion led bv Pastor Schaefer: the h)~

111 fait , 1<;'1 Soul, and Tarry," 1 John 5: 1-11, nrayer, the hymn, "Take Thou l"y Hands and
Lead Le," and the Benediction.

The minutes of Saturday, June 19th were read and accented as read. Carried.
It was announc2d by the chainnaen of the Credentials Comrnittee that j er • Francis lJil­
Iiams ha.s been seated as one of the delegates in ,lace of I r. Ed1dn Engel, 1'rho ",'as
the alternate for Saturday.

The Essay: Third Presentation
It was moved ~nd seconded that the essa~~st complete the reading of the eSSB,r on
Church Discipline before other discussion. Carried.

This session begon "nth the reading of part II. "(Church Discinline) is to be Drac­
ticed vnth regard to the faith and life of the member" and continued to the end of
part III., iilt (Church Discipline) is to be administered in an evangelical manner. ii
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It was moved, seconded, and carried to remove from the table the tabled motion 42.
made in the IIFirst Presentation. II The motion correcting the third .paragraph
of page one presenfed in the IIFirst Presentation ll was carried.

It '/lIas moved and seconded to adopt the essa.y as it '~Jas re",rised ~nd ryresented and to
thank the essayist for deiliivering his essay to the convention. Carried.

Committee Report on the President's tnnual Report
It was moved to accept the follo~Qng report:

The committee has reviewed the Report of the President and regards it as
being factual and edifying. He thank our President for ably carryinlS out
the duties and functions of his orice during the past year.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. p. R. Bloedel
}r. Paul F. Luedtke
Lr. T. E. Fischer

TjI...§. Eemorial Regarding the Young People of Our Congregations
The memorial was read and opened for discussion. Rev. Bloedel, "lhose congregation
presented the memorial, was asked to comment on the motion. The memorial was accept­
ed as rea.d. Carried.

The convention 'Was adjourned at 2:55 and reconvened aR'ain at 3:25.

The Report Concerning the Conference Publishing House
Rev. Po R. Bloedel, for Rev. Lehlberg vlho is the chairman, read the following rSlJort:

Dear Brethren:
I.ith regard to the proposal for a future Publishing House, which was

adopted last year, your committee recommends:
1. That the Conference delay any further action on this nroject until

the financial ahility of the Conference warrants it. 1fe believe that the
obligation of '!)roviding for a full-time ministrY in all our congregations
and the placement of our ministerial candidate, Lr. Julius Schmitt, into a
mission field should be given first place in our endeavors, and after these
more urgent needs are satisfied, under the Lord, thpt we then give further
study and consideration to the possihle estahlishment of a Conference
PUblishing House.

2. That 118 all earnestly beseech the Lord to bless our Conference in
its endeavors, according to His 1Irill, to publish His Gospel by means of
the preached ~Tord and the press.

Respectfully suhmitted,
Rev. E. L. r 'ehlberg, Chairman
Rev. P. R. Bloedel

The progress re)Jort was !3.ccepted

It was moved that this committee
1964 Proceedings, pages 51, 52.

as read. Carried.

continue to function according to the pronosal of the
Seconded. Carried.

The Report of the Committee on Registration and Excuses
Hev. O. II. Schaefer reported that 5 mstors, 7 lay-delegates, 2 alternate delegates,
and 42 visitors were in attendance.

The minutes of Sunday's sessions were accepted to this ryoint of the minutes.

The Resolution Committee Report
The resolutions were presented as follows:
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RESOlUTION 1: 43.
lJHtl1E"S the r emorial from Peace Evangelica 1 Lutheran Church indicate s a curtai1­

!:lent by them of regula.r financial support to the Conference for the coming year, and:
l'JHEfiEi,S this curtailment of their regular financial suPport ".ras made necessary,

in order to make it possible for the congregation to concentrate greater financial
effort to~rard the God-pleasing end (1 Cor. 9:14) of providing an adequate salary for
their pastor, so that he is able as soon as possible to be supnorted by it without the
further need of his secular job, and;

l';1IEJ:i.E"S we recognize the need of Peace congreg!ltion to curtail its regubr fin­
ancial support of our Conference, and ask the Lord to bless their further Christian
efforts to sup"ort their pastor with an adequate salary, and;

lJHEttEJ,S the Conference has been subsidizing St. Luke's congregation in an effort
to help thet congregation adequately support its nastor, and desires to continue this
work of love, and;

I HEJ.E1!.3 St. Luke f s congregation ha.s informed our Cc:n..ference th~t fer the corrting
fiscal year it will need subsidy in the amount of :3420.00 in order to relieve its
pastor of all secular 1,'Ork, and;

; HEHElLS our Conference, therefore, is not able financially, on the basis of our
pest o~erating budget, to supply the full &~ount of St. Luke's subsidy needs, and;

VI-lEREl,S the Conference desires to exercise the best nossible ste1",nrdshin and
provide the subsidy needed for St. tyke1s con~regation;

i,. THEREFOnE be it resolved th[1t the Conference reduce orel:1.m.in.ate those ex­
penditures ~'ich will not unduly impair the effective vurk of the Conference.
C_l"1.LIED.

B. BE IT FUHTHf::H RESOLVED that VIle amerrl J\rt. X, par. 2 of the Constitution'of
the Concordia Lutheran Conference by substituting "once" for "twice ll in line one, and
by deleting the worCls "between the tire of convent-; ons."
Cf,P~IED. (This resolve must be voted on by each congregation also.)

C. BE IT FUJ.tTH~H RCSOLV'~D that we a.merld the Constitution, !~rt. x. tlar. 1, by
changing the 1'lord "annually" to "triennially, 11 thr't is, everv three years.
111]:S. ReSOLVE HilS LOST.

D. BE IT FURTE=n RESOLVI:;D that the reco)l11l1endation of the Committee on lfissions
regarding the St. Luke's subsidy be nresented by a referendum to the congregations of
our Conference. If the total amount dctennined by this referendum is less than the
reconwBnded amount ( 285.00 per month), let this be used by the Conference as the sub­
sidy for St. Lukes for the coming year; or if the referendum is oversubscribed let
this surplus be retnined in the General Fund of the Conference .~~ Forms similar to
t:lose used in the nrevious referendum shall be employed to help our conE:I'€gations
facilitate their decision in this matter and provide our treasurer with a convenient
:·~,ethod of fip~ncial tabulation.
Ci~RHmD. -l:-The "oversubscribed" ;:Jossibility 1rillS a carried amendment to this resolve.

The convention a.djourned for supper at 5:30 and reconvened at 6:40.

RESOLUTION 2:
1.'HEIlliilS the printing of the agenda for this convention was nrovided at no charge

by Pastor Paul Bloedel, and;
l,HEr£AS the excellent manner in \\":ich it vrB.S cOMnosed f!reatly aided us in the

orderly consideration of the convention business;
T ":C;ltEFO,E BE IT llliSOLY:::'D tho t He thank Rev. Bloedel and those of his conf!rega­

tion "mo assisted him in this brotherly 1"'Ork.
ChR.;~IED.

RESOWTIOH ,3:
VHERE."S Lr. Julius Schmitt has prepard the stencils for the 1964 Convention Pro­

ceedings, and;
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lJHEIli\S Pastor A. J. Cordes and members of his congregation mimeographed 44.
and assembled them;

THElmFORE BE IT nESOLVI::D that 'We heartily thank these brethren for this lAhor in

our behald. CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 4:
l.'HEfIL"S a Lemorial of St. Luke I s congregation, Seattle, lIashington and the re­

commendation of the Committee on Lutheran Union request unofficial attendance at the
Second Lutheran Free Conference to be held at Cedar RaT)ids, Iowa, on Luly 13-15;

l)f-IERE.3 it is one of the purposes of our Conference to seek out those 'tITho truly
share our Scriptur:ll position in doctrine and 'Practice, and;

'.'}lliFiEJ.S the subje ct to be considered at this Second Lutheran Free Conference is
the chief doctrine of the Christian religion, "Justific<Jtion: C'rod and Sinnera Recon­
ciled," which during recent years hi'S been grosslv perverted among the Luther:m bodies
ip our nation;

THEIL:FOllli BE IT RESOLVED th:'lt the Concordia Lutheran Conference, in convent ion
assembled, through the Chairman of the Corrw~ttee on Lutheran Ur~on arrange for the un­
official attendance of one pastor and one layman at the Second Lubheran Free Confer­
ence, for the limited purpose of observation and Christian testimony; that all
expenses (traveling, lodging, and registration fee) be paid by the Conference Treasury-;
and that these individuals subrrdt a report to the Committee on Luthera.n Urdofi.
CJ.RRIED.

RESOLUTION 5:
BE IT BESOLVED TH;,T in the coming year the Conference request Pastor Bloedel to

continue, if possible, under the Lord, to operate the Print Shop in its service to the
Conference in the area.s approved by the 1964 Convention such as: Concordia Lutheran
printing, 3unday School materials, and tracts.
Cl',~PJ1IED:

RESOLUTION 6:
BE IT HESOLVED that the Conference recognize, ;-.1. t1l thanks to the Lord, the in­

crease of Christ congregation1s share of the salar:r of their pastor, ,,,,,tl,o is also our
Conference sem5_nary instructor. He are grateful to thi s congregation for continuing
to make it possible fo I' us to maintain a truly Lutheran semina!';r under the Fihlimkee
Plan. CARlUED.

J{ESOLUTION 7:
-\!HElll.,llS St. John's Lutheran Church, Lebanon, Oregon has so graciously nrovided

all the comforts of home to the delegates ano visitors to this convention, and;
\'JHEnE/lS this convention has experienced the "love of the brethren" ,,mile con­

ducting its affairs in the beautiful city of Lebanon;
THEFiliFOiill BE IT 11ESOLVED that we thank Pastor Hatterer and his congregation for

all they have done b" the grace of God to make our convention i' Sllccess.

iiESOLUTION S:
\ 'fILM;.;:) THE officers and standinr.; cornmi ttees have served our Conference in the

Lord for the nest year, and;
f:1IEPJ:;;.S these officers and committees have been reelected to serve for another

THElt.~FO-tE BE IT liliSOLVED that we express our sincere thanks for-all that these
officers and cormtittee members have accomplished during the nest year, and;

BE IT FUftTH.~H RESOLVED that we earnestl,y pr"ly the Lord to continue to bless
these officers and committee members in the coming year. CLRRIED.

The evening session recessed for fifteen minutes.

The Budget Committee Renort
The Budget Committee suggested the following budget:
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Salary of instructor

Subsidy: St. Luke's
Concol'dia Lutheran
Travel
Telephone
Praceedings

SenerL'l Fund
:,; 2040 Periodical subscriptions;

780 Tract Program
350 Sunday-School materials
150 Contingencies
60 I'iscellaneous

Total :;3845
Seminary Fund

~:; 1200 . Supplies
GRAnD TOTAL ;5085

J~liesolution Comnittee continued~

45.
15

100
150

50
150

40

RESOWTION 9:
vJHEREAS };rs. L R. Luedtke and I'Irs. L. 1. Natterer have assisted the convention

by typing the minutes of the Pastoral Conference, Board meeting, and Convention for
the secretary, and;

1!HEREAS this effort on their mrt 'dll exnedite the conveyance of the business
transacted at the convention to the member congregations;

THEREFORE BE IT BESOLVED that 'We commend Frs. Luedtke and Hrs. l'atterer for
their help and extend our thanks to them.
CilRRIED.

It was moved to put the mattsr of the 1965 Proceedings into the hands of the
Praesidium.
C,\I1~IED.

RESOLUTION 10:
BE IT RESOLVED too t the convention regretted not having the pre sence of the

pastor and delegates of Peace Ev. Lutheran Church of Tinley P8rk at the convention.
Their brotherly assistance and counsel'tlere sorely missed and we sincerely hope that,
under the Lord, they will be with us again.
Ci',RRIED.

It being 8: 45 p.m.. the motion was made to adjourn the convention.
CAiffiIED.

Rev. Schaefer led the closing devotion: Hymn 412, "hay I'Te Thy Precepts Lord fulfill,"
a special closing prayer, and the Benediction.

Res:,ectfully submitted,

Rev. A. J. Cordes, Secretary

SOLI DEO GlDRIA 1

*
*

'~~*-i~*~~

*
-If<

*
*
*
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WAIT, lv.lY

1.

Wait, nr:I soul .!1nd tarry,
Tarry with God!
He will help thee carry
Ev'ry grievous load.
Why fret or fear
When the morn is near?
With the passing vdnter,
Spring will re-appe~r

When storms distress thee,
In ev'ry ill,
God wil.l surely bless thee,
Ny soul, be stilll

SOUL, AND TARRY

2.

Wait, my soul, and tarry,
Tarry with God!
He will help thee carry
Ev t ry grievous lood.
When all things fail,
God will still prevap.;
He can safely lead thee
Through the darkest vale.
Lord God eternal,
Lead to the goal!
Christ, forever faithful,
.q,n'tTO ~,...." m,r Qf"\'" t
............ '"' .... 01. ... ..., ...... u.J' l-'_~.

4b.

TAKE THOU MY HA.NDS AND LEAD NE

1.

Take Thou my hands and lead me
o 'er life t s rough way,
With heavTnly manna feed me
From day to day.
.lllone, my foot~steps falter
Or straggle wide;
Lord, who Il\Y' life canst alter
Be Thou Il\Y' Guide.

Take Th~~ IllY' heart and hide it,
In folds of grace,
Though weal or WOe betide me,
To know Thy face •
Dra." Lord, of Thy good pleasuri'J,
Thy child to Thee.
And grant me faith Ts full measure,
Though naught I see.

Note: These hymns were sung by the convention in the Sunday afternoon devotion.

*
*****-ro
*
*
*
*
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