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SERMON DELIVERED AT THE OPENING SERVICE 2.
By the Rev. H, David Meneing
Tinley Park, Iiiinois

1 Peter 1:13-19: "Whercfore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to

the end for the grace that is to be brought unto vou at the reve-
lation of Jesus Christ; As cbecdient c¢hildren, not fasaloning yourselves according to
the former lusts in your ignorance: But as he which hath called you is holy, so be
ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am
holy. And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judegeth accord-
ing to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: Forasmuch as
ye know that ye were nct redzemed with corruvntible things, as silver and gold, from
your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without svct,”

In Christ Jesus, our Lord eznd Savior, dear brethren, in particular the
pastoral and lay delegates of this Convention:

The Word of God just read es our text was written exnressly for Christians.
The first verses of this Enistle clecariv show that, and the very words of our text
also show it, for they say: "Ye know trnal ve were redcemed,"™ The Apostle is here
reminding us Christians of what a wond=rfui, tremendcus Dblessing has resulted to us
because of our Savior's redemptive work, His holy, obedient 1life and His innocent,
vicarious suffering and death. He is here rerminding us of who we are, namely, the
precious, redeemed children of God.

Why does the Apostle of the Lord remind us Christians of this fact,-=those
who know it already. And why is this reminder brought 1o your attention today, dear
brethren in Christ? Do you not already know that you have been redeemed? Indeedmost
of us have already known this from our youth, This, we know, is the very founda-
tion of our Christian faith and life, This is our great comfort, our peace and re=
lief from an accusing conscience, our joy in sorrow, our strength and stay in life,
our victory in death, A4nd yet, in the stresses and temptations of 1life, we are
tempted to let this comfort and assurance at times become very dim. In the midst of
sorrow and affliction the devil would like to make us doubt whether we are really
the dearly redeemed children of God, In a fast moving and very wicked world, Satan,
the world, and our flesh try their utmost to make us go along with the crowd and to
live and act as though it would anpear that we are really not the children of our
Father which is in heaven,

And so it is not at all useless renetition that we Christians should hear
the Gospel of our redemption in Christ Jesus preached to us week after week and time
after time throughout the yvears of our life. And it is not useless revetition but
most important to us that we are reminded once more today,as we begin our thirteenth
annual Convention:

Ye Knov that ye were Redeemed:

Ic

What we are to know and think on and have dimpressed indelibly unon our
hearts and souls is, first of all, from what we have been redeemed, "hen we ask:
"Mthat from? the Apostle answers: "From your vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers."

ihat we have received by tradition from our fathers, that is, by a constant

handing dowvm from generation to generation, from Adam to this present day, is sin,

As surely as we have received our flesh and blood by tradition from our fathers, so
www.concordialutheranconf.com
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What we have received by tradition from our fathers, that is, by a 3.
constant handing down from generation to generation, from Adam to this present
day, is sin. As surely as we have received our flesh and blood by tradition from
our fathers, so surely have we also inherited from them a corrupt, sinful nature:
Not only does this inherited sin make us guklity before God as we are shown in Romans,
chapter 5, but it has also inclined us only to all that is evil, so that throughout
our lifetime we have heaped up one sin unon another to our condemnation and everlast-
ing destruction.

VMany people also in our day laugh and sneer at sin, They say: "What is
sin?" They regard sin as something quite vague and harmless, as something that is
only regarded as wrong in the opinion of some people. RBut sin, the Bible tells us,
is the transgression of God's law in thoughts, desires, words, and deeds, If¥ is what-
ever we do that God forbids. And may we Christians be esvecially reminded of this
concerning our work and service for the Lord, sin 1s also whatever we neglect to do
or leave undone that God requires us to do. "To him that knoweth to do good and doeth
it not, to him it is sin.” And thst is not yet all. Sin separates a man from God,
"Your iniquities have separated between you and your God," cries the Prophet Isaiah,’
Sin calls down upon men God's wrath. O5in merits ond is sure to bring at last'eternal,
unspeakable torment and punishment in nhell, To those who are found in sin at the Last
Day the Lord will say: "dewart from re, yve workers of inmiquity, into the everlasting
fire prepared for the devil and his angeslsi' " hen you know that, my friends and hear-
ers, you can't think of sin but lishtly, you just can't laugh it up your sleeve, as
do the children of the world, no, not even your many sins of omission, your frequent
neglect and laginess in serving the Lord your God. Oh, how terrible it would be for
us not to know that we have been redeemed from sin! - to know that we, with all our
sins, would have to hear those awful words pronounced to us when we die, a when Jesus
comes again, and when we have to stand before the throne of God.

But, on the other hand, how wonderful to know that we have been redeemed
from sin, from its guilt, its punishment, and its bondage, to know that you have been
bought free from sin, death, and the power of the devil by Christ, to be His own for
time and eternity: That is what you are to have impressed indelibly upon your mind
and heart and soul by this message of God in our text.

IT1.

But how can you know assuredlv that you have been redeemed?” The answer of
our text is: By knowing, by realizing, by believing the tremendous price that was
paid for your redemption, The Lord tells us through His Avostle: '"Ye Imow that ye
were redeemed,..not with corruptible thines, as silver and gold..., but with the ore-
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without snot."

lien, especially in our day, put ruch confidence ir men, They seek their

honor and approval, their compliments; and men put their trust in men. Many of our
fellow~countrymen today actually believe that our salvation as a nation devends mere-
1y upon the man-power and armament, the bombs and the missiles, that we may have amas~
sed by the time a third great world conflict strikes us. Many in the churches of our
day are putting their confidence in the clergy, the great nrofessors and doctors, the
"high and mighty" officials of church bodies, instead of 2lone in Christ and His "ord
of Truth. All the children of men, with the excention only of the true Christians,
put their trust for eternal salvation in their ovn human works of righteousness, And
almost the whole world today, save only the Christians,-and this is also their tempt-
ation - puts its trust in money, in silver and gold. The almighty dollar, we 2all
well know, is without a doubt the god of this world.

Yet, when it concerns our sins and our redemmtion from sin, what good is
the power of men? The llord of God tells us: "None of them can by any means redeem
his brother, nor give to God a rensom for him: for the redemption of their soul is
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precinus." And what good would money do you, even all the accumulated treasure L.
of this world? The Lord Jesus answers this question? what shall it orofit a
man, if he should gain the vhole world, and lose his ovm soul®"

There is only cne thing that conld ever have been a sufficient price to sa—
tisfy the just and holy God of heaven who was offended and angered bv the sins of men,
only one thing that was such a preeciocus nrice that even the devil himself would have
to give in and relinguish his claim vpon us. And that ons thing was the blood of
Christ shed for tihe sine of mankind, not for ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world, It was precious blood becauss, as the Anostls assures us, it was the
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 2nd without snot, It was the blood
of God's holy Som, which far survpasses the power of all the gold and ‘silver, all the
jewels of the Orient, all the diamonds of Kimberley, all the might and nower of men,
and all the other corruptible things of this world which at last will vanish like a
vapor, '"The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanssth us from all sin," Know

therefore, through the blood of Jesus, that you are indeed the redeemed children of
God

UVl e

111,

This wonderful, blessed [act of cur redemntion, derr brethren, we are to
know, We are to know it with  ocur head, but not only with our intellipgence. Ve are
to know it also with our hesrt and mind and soul. That is, we are to trust it with
childlike confidence, since it is by such raith in Jesus and His nrecious blood that
we lay hold upon what He here promises us, We are to know this, furthermore, for two
purposes: First of all for our comfort.

Know, therefore, and trust with all your heart, that you have been redeemed,
bought back again by the blocd of Jesus from sin, death, and from the wvower of
the devil, Take that with you into your whole life as your comfort and relief from
the sins that lie heavy on you, Take it with you into vour daily life as your assur-
ance that you no longer belong to the devil but are Christ's own for time and eterni-
ty. Take it along with vou when the experiences of younr life would tell you just the
opposite, namely that you must not he God's dear child, that He rmust not be your dear
Father in heaven to let you suffer and endure the things He does. Take it with you
that you are God's own redeemed child, and trust in it because it is both revealed to
you here in the unerring word of your God end sealed with the precious blood of Jesus,
a8 of a lamb without blemish and withtout spot. £nd finally, take this wondrous com-
fort along with you into the wvery hour of your death so that, when the pains of death
would seem to everwhelm you, and though Satan himself should appear before you to
claim you in that final hour, you may boldlv and jovfully cornfront even that last
terrible enemy with this most perfect assurance: "I know that I have been redeemed!"
"Fear not," your dear Saviour tells you for your comfort and joy, "I have redeemed
thee, I have called thee by thy name; thon art mine."

Yet, let no one think that such confident, saving faith is a mere knowledge
of the intellect, a faith of the head orly, a dead faith, a faith that brings forth
no fruit in the Christian's life while he is still on earth. VMo, as already before
intimated, such saving faith in Jesus and His nrecious blood is much rather a living
thing, that brings forth his fruit in his season, that brings forth the fruit of
Christian good works, For, "Faith without works is dead,"” writes the Apostle James,
"Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and T have works: show me thy faith without thy
works, and I will show thee my faith by my works."

James is not the only holv writer who speaks this way in Scripture, For we
see from the very words of our text that the Apostle Peter likewise uses the know-
ledge of our redemption in Christ not onlv for our comfort, Prut also as a sour, to
give us Christians a "kick" as it were, to spur us on, to motivnie us, to compel us
by the love of Christ to serve with gladness and with holiness all the days of our
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life that Lord and Savior who died for us and rose again. In our text he not 5.
only says, "Ye know that ye were redeemed," but "Forasmuch as ve know,"  which

is indeed a good transiation from ths word and granmar of the original Greek text.
Fop this word and expression, in its context, means simply in our modern tongue and
understanding, Ysince," or "becoussz," GSince and becauce vwhat? Why, since and be-
cause you know that you were redsemed, thercfore see vhat Cod here in our text expects

of you as His redeemed children, ke sav3 in the very firet verse of our tex":, Nwhere-=

fore," (and that means the same as th@refore), for thls reason that you have been
redeemed to be God's own, thercfore "Gird up tine loins of your mind," that is, take
stock of your thoughts and be ready for acticn, as the ancients girded up the cloth-
ing about their loins when they prepared fer real activity; "be sober,"” that is, be
sensible, ston to think things through; "and hope to the end for the grace that is
be brought unto you at the very revelation of Jesus Christ; As obedient children, not
fashioning ycurselves according to the former lusts in vour ignorance; but as He
which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all merner of conversation; bhecause
it is written, Be 'ye holy; for I am holy, And if ye call on the father, who without
respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work," (This does not militate
against the clear statements of uerinturethat we are justified before God by grace
alone, through faith aleone in Jssus Christ, without the works of the law; for, when
Christ Jesus judges the guick and tre ceud, He must needs show men the works of the
Christians, since no man is able to look irio another werson's heart and see his
faith; He will have to show men our faith by our works;) therefore, the Anostle con-
tinues in our text, "pass the time of vour sojourning here in fear; Forasmuch as ye
know that ye were not redeemed with corruptitle things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition from vour fathersj;Bitwith the vrecious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without svot."

liy dear brethren, do you note the relationship of the words here written?
Because and since we have been redeemed by Christ the crucified, therefore God exnects
us to live unto Him who died for us and rose again, He exvects us to live under Him
in His kingdom, and serve Him,

Here there is first of all a negative recuirement, As obedient children,
we are not to fashion ourselves accordineg to the former lusts in our ignorance. That
is, we are not to live like the heathen who are ignorant of the fact that Christ re~
deemed them, We are to avoid all sins of commission, In other words, we are not to
do those things, whether in though*ts, words, or deeds, which our God forbids in His
holy law,

On the other hand, however, there is here 1in our text a nositive require-
ment: As He which has called us is holy, just so we are to be holy in all manner of

. .
H 1no | 2PN £ T amm Wl 1
conversation, as Ged's llord requires of us when it says: "Be ye holy; for I-am holy.

The word conversation is here not limited to our way and form of sveaking, as the
word is used in our current Inglish, but conversation in its older Inglish usage,
as well as in the Greek from which it is translated, signifies allinclusivelvy, our
whole wav and walk of life, It refers to all those things which we should be doing
as Christians, We should not only be negative, avoiding evil things, hut we should
be positige in our Christian life, active Christians, doing all those good things
which the Lord requires of us in His VWord., And in 2ll our Christian activity we
should strive for nothing short of holiness, absolute perfection., Now, we know very
well that we cannot attain holiness or perfection in our Christian, sanctified life,
For, even all our righteousnesses, all our best deeds, are but as filthv rags in the
holy eyes of God. Therefore we daily, yes constantly, need to take refuge in the
wounds of our Ssvior for nardon and forgiveness., And vet, we are to strive onward
toward the goal of absolute holiness. Ve are to get more and more away from that aw-
ful lie of Satan that anything is good enough in the church, and we are to get closer
and closer to the truth of our God who tells us: "Be ye holy; for I-am holy." We are
to be like the eager boy, who, though he be ever so poor a marksman, tries and keens
trying again and again to hit the bull's-eye,
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Ve will, as Christians, moreover, not rebel against this rigid reovire- 6,
ment of our Lord but will more and more see into its reasonableness, the more we
in turn realize that we are not our own; even as the Apostle Paul also reminds the
Corinthian Christians in the first Epdlatle, sixth chapter, saving: "hat? know ye not
that...ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a vrice: therefore glorifv-God in
vour body, and in vour spirit, which are God's." fnd if we are not our own, then
surely all the things which we possess in this world are not cur own, as it is writ-

ten: "The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereoi . "

Therefore, my brethren, beloved of the Lerd, mav ald our conversation, all
our activity, both negative and positiwe, at this Convention, and then back home again
in our congregations, our famiiies, cur daily work, and our recreation, may all these
things be influenced, be guided, and be governed by this wondrous Gospel message of
our salvation in Christ Jesus: "Ye know that ye were rzacered."  COh, how we ousht to
thrill with peace and joy and strength and courage snd zeal to serve the Lord with
gladness, inasmuch as we Christians are »rivileged tc confess on the basis of this
text before us these comforting and challenging wocrds of Luther: "I believe that Jes=-
us Christ, true God, begotten of the Fether fram eternity, and also true man, born of
the Virgin liary, is my Lord, who hes rsdecred me, a lost and condemned creature, vur-
chased and won me from all sins, from ceatih; and from tne mnower of the devil; not
with gotd or silver, but with His holy, precious bloed and with His iinnocent suffer-
ing and death, that I may be His own, and i:v2 under Him in His kingdom, and serve
Him in everlasting righteousness, innccence, and blesszdness, even as He 1is risen
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity., This is most certainlv true."

Amen,
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SERMON DELIVERED AT THE SUNDAY SERVICE 7.
By the Rev, 0. W. Schasfer
Wilmot, South Dakota

1 John 4:1-10: "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the svirits whether they

are of God: because manv false prorhets are gore out into the world,

Hereby krnow ye the S»oirit of Gede Every spirit that confesseth that
Jesus Christ is come in the ll°sn is of God: and every svirit that confessethh not
that Jesus Christ is come in thz flesh is not of God: and thls is that snirit of arti-
christ, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the
world, Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he
that is in wvou, than he that is in the world, THe2y are of the world: therefore sneak
they of the wordd, and the world heareth them, V=2 are of God: he that knoweth God
heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the snirit of truth
and the spirit of error, Beloved, let us Jove one another: for love 1is of od; and
every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God., He that loveth not knoweth
not God; for God is love. 1In this was nanifested the love of God toward us, because
that God sent His onlybegotien Sen into the torld, that we mieht 1live through Him,
Herein is love, not that we loved God, ut that He loved us, and sent His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins.”

In Christ, our blessed Savior, dear friends:

In his daily walk of life the Christian meets all kinds of neonle and comes
into contact with individuals of various tvpes, One wav of classifving them is this
there are those who make us unhapvy and missrable, end there are those who uplift and
cheer us, Each person should deftermine for himaelf in which proun he iss either
blessing and benefitting others, or being a detriment and a hindrance to them, Thus
Paul spoke of some with tears, saying, "bany walk, that they are the enemies of the
cross of Christ,!" Phil, 3:18. But of others he said, "I thank my God upcn everv re-
membrance of youl'" Phil, 1:3. It ousht to be self-evident among wus that we would
want to be a blessing to all whom we meet and with vhor we live and come into contact,
This is a laudable wish and a noble vurvose, but how can it be accomvlished? TIn our
text God reveals how we may be of the greatest value to our fellowmen. Let us there-
fore consider this helpful instruction of the Lord as an answer to the question:

HOW CAN I BE A JOY AND A RLESSING T OTHERS?

First, by having and enjoving the blessings which God bestows on us _in
Christ Jesus. If we are to be a blessing to otihers, we rust be blessed ourselves and

have something to share, (ne who is miserable, comvlaining, pessimistic, and full of
deceit and il1-will canrot be a blessing to others, Such radiste a harmful and de-

4w Qlill LA Vi ot WwlRIBI U U *E5 WAL A G T U SRV ..

structive influence. Johh the beloved disciple, warns against them in the first three
verses of our text. Among the danserous neonle in the world nome is more destructive
to the soul than a false nronhet. There are more warnings against false teachers

than against robberies. Thus in }Matthew 7 we read: "Beware of false mrovhets,...by
their fruits ye shall know them!" (15,20) Paul writes to Timothy, "The time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their om lusts shall they heap

to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables," 2 Tim. 4:3-4. And to the Romans the A-
postle vwrites, "llow I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and

offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them!"™ (16: 17)
These and other passases alert us to the deception of false vprophets, who use the
name of the Lord as & cloak, but contradict the very vord of Jesus which they claim
to preach., Often in a veiled manner they deny cne or more of the teachines of Scrip-
ture, and all who follow them gain nothing, but are actually robked of 2all true-
riches. If we wish to be a blessing to others, we must beware of all false teaching,
wherever it appears, including church bodies and congregations that bear the name
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Luthergn, Any teaching at variance with Holy Writ will not enrich, but impover- 8,
ish an individual, deceive him, and in turn lead him to deceive others or at
least to perplex and ccnfuse them.

To prove a blessing to others we must avoid the spirit of error, no matter
how minor it may seem, and hear aione the faithful preaching of God's vrecious “ord,
O what a fountain of refreshing water is opsned to us therein! One of the first pas-
sages which children learn is given in our text: "Cod is love.!" {v.,8) Think of what
that means! llot only do we see the revelation of Godis gocdiiess and mercy in nature,
but in a greater measure is it evident in the gift of His beloved Son, sent to redeem
the entire world, From that fountain of truth we are to drink;y that is the Bread
which we are to eat; there is the power which must flow through our hearts and lives,
Through daily contact with that source of true riches which are ours without nrice we
learn from God how to be people full of joy, powerful in prayer, and ready for ser-
vice in His kingdom. O take all the gifts which God offers you in the Bible, for
then you will be so enriched as to be a real joy and blessing to others!

But to prove a blessing to our fellowmen we must also exercise upon-them the
love vhich God has implanted in our hecrts by fsith in His Son. John writes,” '"Let
us love one another: for love is of God." v,7. Tue natural man, of course, cannot
understand what love is meant here, for it 1s a love that is eternglly true and is of
God. It is not the product of ocur cwn heart nor a selfish emotion that bands men to-
gether for mutual advantage. Rather it is the love which comes from the wonderful
love of God in sacrificing His Son for us, a lcve that fills us with similar devotion
to others, Through this great love of God we bwcome lovers of men and seek their
spiritual welfare.

As a child of God you pray to your heavenly Father, and He has »nromised to
hear your cries and pleas. You can show vour love for others by praying fxr them, and
what a benefactor of others you are, to do this! Then in the Bible there is unlimit~’
ed power and wisdom to help others, whethcr they are relatives, friends, or neighbors,
By calling their attention to the precious truths of Holy Writ wyou do more for them
than if you gave them darge sums of money, Thare are many other works which flow
from the love of God in our hearts, such as the building and supporting of churches,
the furtherance of kingdom work, help vith Conference endeavors, etc, Each one of us
should consider what gifts and abilities he has to demonstrate the love of God in his
heart. By being loving fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, and children we show vho
it is that dwells within us, Our daily walk and behavior should reflect e havpiness
which we possess by means of the truth of Cod so that all with whom we come into con-
tact may be blessed by us. How this needs to be practiced more and more in these
days of wars and rumors of war, hatred among races and nations, between canital and
labor, and often ill-will among churches and within Christian congregations!

Finally, we shall be a blessing and a joy to others if we persist in the
course which God has outlined for us in snite of any and all ovposition. If we be-
lieve in God, avoid false teaching, and practice Christian love, we will not win all
men to the cause of Christ., John points out that some will oppose us, and he calls
them the world, "They are of the world: therefore swcak they of the world, and the
world heareth them.," v.,5. I'ost people do not helieve in the love of God in Christ:
and will never practice the love of man. They believe in the survival of the fittest,
in self-love, and the only trinity they hold to is the lust of the eves, the lust of
the flesh, and the pride of life., They usually seek to gain advantage of others;
They will not listen to faithful preachers, but speak their own worldly oninions,”
proclaim them loudly, and oppose Christianity on every nossible avenue, At times they
fiatter, at other times they sneer and persecute. A1l these facts Jesus wants us to
know so that we are not taken off guard, and while a great nower onposes true Chris-
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tians everywhere, we should not weaken or desmair, for we are told, "Ye are 9.
of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that
is in you, than he that is in the world." v.4.

By faith in Christ we have alread~ overcome the world, The God who dwells
in us is far greater than the devil who rvies the children of darkness. WNo force can
thwart God, and He has determined that we Christians shall be victorious, There may
be days when the enemy seems more ncwerfunl and defedt ssems certain, but the word of
the Lord stands, "The gates of hell shall not nrevail against (I'y Church)!!" Vatt,16:
18, Let us ever beware of discouragement, the snirit of fear, and spiritual pessi-
mism, for these are not the spirit of God. Let conditions be what they will, 1let
opposition seem to thrive, let seeming failure threaten, our faith in the sure vrom-
ises of God will keep us confident in the Lord's power and grace, True children of
God dare not wince nor slink avay nor be defeatists, for this denies the lord and
harms His cause, but they must boldly and joyfully confess Him because thev are sure
His Vord is truth, His Church is right, and some day all our foes will be subdued
forever,

How can you be a joy and & bles~sing to others? By enjoying the eternal
riches which God has given y»u in your Savior, by dsmonstrating your Christian love
in a cold and selfish society, and by pereisting in faith and good works no matter
what opposition you encounter, knowing tinat greater is He that is in vou than he that
is in the world! lay God grant us His Holy Spirit so that we may shine as lights in

. - -~ o~ el I B A ] e manm memad b b vt amr e n T T ML - L mran TN o e [ 1
the world, to the glory of His name and the spiritual benefit of our fellovmen!

Amen,
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PRESIDENTIAL REPORT 10,

Thirteenth Annual Convention of the Concordia ILutheran Conference
lebaron, Oregen
vune 21-23%, 1903

"Praise to the Lord, the Almizhity, the King »f creation:

0 my soul, praise Him, for He is thy Health and Szlvation:
Join the full throng:

ake, harp and psaliter and song;

Sound forth in giad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth,
tho, as on wings of an eagle, uplifteth, sustaineth,

Hast thou nct seen

How tliy desires all have been

Granted in what He ordaineth?"

Iet such praise to the almighty and merciful Lord of Hosts, our God, be
the keynote of this Presidential Revsrt and of this entirs Convention. For the Lord
hath done great things for us, vhereof we are glasd, Not only do we think of all the
blessings in general with which the Lord prcvides us -~ our creation and preservation,
our rédemption in Christ Jesus, and our sanctificaiion in the Holy Ghost; but our
thoughts of praise are centived particulariy upon those blessings which the Lord has
given us individually and collectively as membsrs of this Conference, And all this
not at all because of any merit or worthiness in us, for we daily sin much and indeed
deserve nothing but punishment, bubt purely out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior,

Already more than a dczen years ago our gracicus God freed us from the
false doctrine and practice and from the ungodly tyranny of a corrupted church body.
And all these years He has contimed, in snite of devia, world, and flesh to sustain
us physically and to keep us in the one true faith, This becomes to us all the more
marvelous a blessing as we observe year by year a cvontim:ial downward trend doctrinal-
1y in other Liatheran circles, with even fundsmentals of Christian dectrine sach as
the inspiration of Scripture, the Biblical Creation, the deity of Christ, and the re-
surrection of the flesh being called into question, Surely when we think on these
things and realize how, in the midst of a crooked and perverse world, our God has so
graciously kept us in His Word and Faith and brousght us now to the heginning of cur
own thirteenth annual Convention, we must be moved to continue singing in our hearts:

"Praise to the Lord, who hath fearfully, wondrously, made thee;

Health hath vouchsafed and, when heedlessly fzlling, hath stayed thee,
What need or grief

Ever hath failed of relief?

Wings of His mercy did shade thee."

The Lord has signally blessed us also during the vpast Conference vear.
While in the past hardly a year went by without *the necessity of enduring great strife
and turmoil for the sake of upholding the Truth among us, our dear lLord this vear has
given us the blessing of comnerative neace and cuiet, not such veace indeed as the
world giveth - the result of compromise or indifference to the +txruth, but peace in
Christ and His ‘lord, in the unity of the Spirit., Let us at this Convention and there-
after continue to nrize this treasure very highly and endeavor to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace,

Again, while in the past few years we sadly witnessed the thinning out of
our ranks somewhat through the unfaithfulness of former brethren who were caught in
Satan's snares, we have experienced in this past year quite the opposite. At our last
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Convention another faithful pastor was added to our midst, coming from the 11.
Synod from which most of us ourselves had senarated, in accordance with Cod's
cormand, and during this year hz has been an instrument for many blessings in his
congregation and in our Confersnce,; in the gragicus hands of God, Furthermore in
September of 1962, our first student was graduated from the three-year theological
course of our Seminary and has been added to our raenks as a faithful and sincerely
dedicated candidate for a call to the minisbtry. Our Conference work in general has
also progressed during the past year witnoul great hindrance, and our congregations,
too, which comprise this Conference, have been showing signs of growth, not alone in
numbers but particularly in the grace of our lord Jesus Christ and in their zealous
dedication to His work on earth. Two of our congregations in particular have been
very active diuring the past year in mission work, not only their pastors, but mastors
and people hand in hand, and one of our congregations is at present taking definitely
tangible steps to build a house of worship before the end of the calendar year, being
convinced that this is of importance locally for future work toward growth, One con-~
gregation has not only been self-suprorting throughout the years but has also been
steadily standing behind the work of our Conference materially, Another congregation,
in obddience to that Word of God which reouires the proper support of the ministry,
is making known to this very Convention its desire, if at all vossible, to advance
in carrying out this will of God. 3Still another congregation, in the face of many
discouragements, hes been continuing not orly to care for its own work but also to
provide a home for our Seminary. 4and the congregstion in whose midst we are assembl-
ed has not only grown physicaily and spiritually, nct only built a house unto the
Lord in recent years, but is zlso showing forth the grace of hosting our present Con-
vention. G5till further, in praise to the Lord, we note quite a change in the
attendance at this Convention over against that of last year., For, while the attend-
ance last year was deplorable and was ta%en note of by a srecial resolution of the
1962 Convention, all of our congrezations this year, save one, are renresented by
bpth Pastor and lay delegates, as they should be.

Recounting then all these blessings up to the nresent time, mav we continue
to sing in our hearts:

"Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee,
Who from the heavens the streans of His mercy doth send thee.
Ponder anew

vhat the Almighty can do,

Who with His love doth befriend thee,

And may we express this praise to the Lord not onlv with our lips but also
with our hands and with all the powers graciously granted us, as we cheerfully turn

to the work of the Lord before us at this nresent Conventi

T0MN
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As the agenda indicates, there is very much work to be done in three days,
We would therefore first of all earnestly request our various officers and committees
to prepare their renorts carefully and promptly, so that the agenda schedule can be
adhered to as closely as possible. And, to this same end, let us in all our discus=-
sions express ourselves sufficiently on the one hand, but on the other hand let us
carefully weigh our thoughts end words and guard ourselves against unnecessary repe-’
titions, Llet us, as far as possible and feasible, sveak only to the cuestion at hand,

For the sake of good order in our midst some of our first business must
needs be the consideration of a proposed by-law and the re-wording of a paragrapvh in
our l.ission Guidelines. While these matters have already been give most careful
consideration by the Board of Directors, which held four meetings during the vast-
convention year, it is our hore that these more routine items, though also important,
can be taken care of with dispatch, lay we also endeavor to conduct our elections in
such a manner that they least intrude into the conduct of our other, still more im=-
portant work,
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Since the various officers and committee chairmen will lay before 12,

the Convention detailed reports of their work as well as their recommendations

for the future, it is not my purpose to take time now to overlap upon these things.,
It is, however, the opinion of your president that there are two very important but
perplexing problems facing us at the present time, and to these let me call vour var-
ticular attention. Let me also urge you, dear brethren, to do vour utmost in the
Lord at this Convention to find thoroughlv God-pleasing and the most practicable pos-
sible solutions to these problems,

One of these problems concerns the needs of our congregation at Seattle and
our Conference's abilitv to meet these neseds, This will be 1laid before us both by
the Chairman of our Committee on Missions and also by the Pastor of our mission at
Seattle. This work, both because of the Savior's direct command to do it and because
of the critical circumstances surrounding it, ought to occupy our first and foremost
Christian and brotherly attention.

0f similar importance, moreover, is the situation at vpresent confronting
our Seminary and the Scripturally required adequate preparation of vastors to supply
a future ministry in our midst., This will be iaid before us both by "the Chairman
of the Committee on Theological fducstion and our Seminaryr Instructor, Brethren, a
church body that is sincerely determined in the Lord to preserve the pure truth of
the Gospel for future generations must of nacesesiiy be activelv engaged at present in
the proper preparation of a future ministry, This matter therefore should engage our
first and foremost attention at this Convention.

Thus it is evident that there are still before us,- among other more en-
couraging work of the Lord, some very perplexing problems, yes, even great trials and
tribulations. What shall we sa77 to these ¥hings? Shall we be utterly discouraged
because of them, or shall we rather also praise the Lord our God for the crosses and
trials which in His wisdom He ailows and recuires us to bear in these connections?
Knowing and trusting the assurance of our Lord that all things, yea, even our great-
est problems, crosses and trials, work together for good to them that love God, and
that even His most severe chastisements bring forth the peaceable fruit of righteocus-
ness unto them that are exercised thereby, may we also face these matters confessing
with the Psalmist: "It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might-learn
thy statutes." (Psalm 119,71) 4And let us give ourselves, with all that is inus, also
to these most problematical items of our Convention business, with the song of joy in
our hearts, upon our lips, and in all our words and actions:

"Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore Him!?
A1l that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen
Sound from His people againj;
Gladly for aye we adore Him! Respectfully submitted:
Rev. H., David l'ensing, President

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO REVIEW THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Ve have reviewed the Presidential Renort and, to the best of our knowledge
have found it thoroughly factual, edifving,.and instructive, The various vproposals
and requests contained in this revort have been acted upon at this convention.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVLD:That we offer heartful thanks ad praise to God for
granting our President strength and the ability to carrv out his duties in a faithful
manner, that we sincerely apnreciate all his efforts and extend to him our gratitude
for all that he has done, by God's grace, in behalf of our Conference.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev, A, J, Cordes, Chairman
Yr, W, Peters
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I'HE DOCTRINE OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT 13

Egsay (a translation from the German, the original of which
is found in the 1896 Mo, Synod Report, by Dr. F. Pieper)
presented by the Rev. E. L. Mehlberg, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

INTRODUCTION:

The correct teaching of church goverrment is of great importance in

practice.
Through false church government much harm has been done to the church. Of gng form
of church govermment, the State Church form, King Frederick William IV of Prussia
said: If the church were mortal, it would long since have gone to pieces under the
control of the State.

Among us the correct tefching of church government is a well known ttruth; and

church practice agreeing with this correct teaching is the prevailing rule. Neverthe-

less, it is not superflucus for us at this general conventi i
ntion t i
of church government in its main features. g’I‘he fertile soil for %gg%gw E %r%ﬁaChég ~

ermment, the corrupt human hear%, is also still present with uas, Then, too, the con-
sideration of what correct church governrent is leads us right into the :heart of
Christian doctrine. Also here we- are confronted at once with what Christ, the Gospel,
and the Christian Church are. Also here we will find abundant cause for praising the
grace of God given to us.

Just as everything which belongs into the realm of Christian teaching is most
simple, so also the doctrine of church govermnment. The opposite is not proved by the
circumstance that there is to this day much controversy within the church concerning
this doctrine. Remember that hhere ig no Christian doetrine, not even a  so-called
central doctrine, as e.g., the doctrine of Justification, of the Person and Work of
Christ, which has not been made dark and difficult by the arts of man. The “human
desire to justify existing bad conditions plays a great role especially in the
doctrine of church government, a role which beclouds Christian knowledge.

The right starting point for an exposition of the doctrine of church government
is the doctrine of the Church itself. How and wherewith the church is to be ruled is

best understood if we know and adhere to the doctrine of the Church (what the OChurch
iﬂ), the government of which we are here treating.

I. THE CHURCH

A. Itgs Members:

What is the church? The believers, or, what is the same thing: the Christians,
the children of God are the church. The church consists of those persons whm Christ
by the Gospel has called out of this werld, whom He has jugtified by faith ard endowed
with all spiritual blessings which He has won. They are the people in whose lemrt the
Holy Spirit, yes, the whole Holy Trinity dwells, who in faith cling to Christ as their
spiritual Head and are His spiritugl body. These people — and none others -~ are the
Christian churche If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of Hig, The
believers and only believers are the church.

B. Its Governing Means:

Therefore the governing means for the Christian church are not external  power
and external coercion, not commandments of men, not human wisdom, prudence, skill, es-
teem, etc., but only the Word of God. The Christians, the children of God should be
ruled with nothing else than the Word of their Savior, the Word of God. Luther says
briefly and tersely: "You simply comnot govern the Christians except alone with the
Word of God." St. 1., X:406, and somewhat more fully: "This now is called church
administration and church government: a government in which you have only the Word
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of God and rule with it in such a menner that no force is used, no hrnds are 14
applied, nor any wower or hish rant is sought over others. “Thy this? Becruse

God will preservc and zovern His church alone through Fis Vord and not by human nowers"
Ste Lo, J1I:1235, l:en can cone invo conelderation in governing the church only imso~
far as they proclaim and use Christ's “ord, Luther says of the "priests and bishops”:
"Their governing is nothing else thon the use of God’s Voird with which they lead the
Christians and overcome error.” St. L., Z:406.

The scepter of the {ingdcm of Christ does not emanate fiom Rome, also not from
the green tables of the Consistories and other so-called church dignitaries. The
scepter of Christ comes forth from Zion, the Holiness of God.

C. Its Master:

The whole question of church government Christ Himself settled vhen He sgys:
"COne is your liaster, even Christ; but all ye are brethren." Matt. 25:8, Here 1t is
stated as clearly as possible and as defiritely as nossible that in the church thers
.s only one ruling llaster. That is Cnrist. ILuther says: "We (Christians) have one
Lord; He is Christ, who governs our souls.,” St. L,, IX:1103. ZIverything that is not
Christ also nas no right to rule sud command in the church. The church is the most
absolute monarchy, that is to say, a lingdon ia which there are not several or many
but only One Ruler. "One is your Master, even Christ."

AS far as the relation of Christians to one aunother is concerned, they are "Breth-
ren". Among them there is no hisher or lower rank, They are rather all of equal rark.
They constitute, says the sainted Dr. 7alther, one "great holy fraternity" 1in which
there are neither commanders nor subordinates. "Be yg not called Rabbi." liatt.23:8.
"The princes of the Gentiles exercise dowinion over trem, and they that are great ex-
ercise authority upon theme. But it shall not be so among you." liatt, 20:25-26,

But the lionarch Christ executes His rule and government through Eis Word, as Hs
has given it in the Holy Scriptures to His church and as He cormanded it to be taught
therein unto the end. As He through the Vord gathers the church to Himself and con-
stantly fills 1t with spiritual life, so He also rules it with His Word. And in order

that the sole rule stays with Him and no humen rule is spuggled in beside it, - since

To uses human beings to proclaim His Word - therefore He commanés all men who _ opem
’ 2 -7, B

their mouth to spesk in the church, that they preclaim only ng's!qord not thiir own

word., "If any man speak, let him speak as of the oracles of God." 1 Pet. 4:1l.

Thus Christ remains the only "Laster" and the Christians "brethren”,

D. No Human Rulers:

isti i d's Word out of
s his that Christians shall be governed alone with Go
EAT rstems, great and small, which have been in-

the clear Scriptures, all hierarchical sy ) . en 1
tryduced into the church, fall to pleces. The whole end}eSS dzsputi abguzizznzézﬁif
persons and offices in the church, especially also.the dlspuye whz;izz eis e
fice of the Word there is a divinely ordained particular raling o'ért ;f L reeson
brought to an end and made pointless. Accordingly we ho}de ‘By ;hb;rkn S Do e
no man, let him be who he will, has anythingwto ggy in tngvgfur%e,ﬁim;elf o eene
to giving orders, Carist has closed the mouths 0OI 211 men when e I 3

is your llaster, cven Christ," etc. and through the Anostle Peter: "If any man epeak
let nim sveak as of the oracles of God." This not only xnociks the crowm off the Bpet
head but also the little caps of “church officials" in the so-called Protestant Churc

E. Human Rules Defineds

The objection is raised: There are things to arronge in the church which the

Voot MMetok oo eod aedntaend dwm Wie Tawd . fevtainlvl  These are the so-called
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adiaphora (external, free). e.g., time and outward form of the church service, 15
the Joining of congregations into Synods, etcs Tho is to set up the necessary

rules in these matters? This Christ has by His Tord "All ye are brethren” alreadyvery
definitely signified. These things in any case are not to be arranged ! such a8 manner
that some impose them on others or issue commands regarding them, be they pastors or
Synods. For thereby the fundamental principle of the church, "All ye are brethren,"
would again be dissolved, and the church would a secord time be divided into two

classes of people, commanding masters and subjugaied servants.

There remaine only one way to arrange the adiaphora, which does not contradict
the principle of the church. That is the method of free agreement by all concerned,

The Christians of the individual congregations order these things themselves, as
1t appears most expedient according to time, place, and circumstances, Herein they
accept advice, under conditions, much advice. Herein they suffer themselves t0 be ad-
vised especially by their official advisor, the pastor of the congregation. In regard
to church usages, they seek as much as possible to preserve outward connections with
the o0ld church and also to find suitable uniformity with sister congregations of the
present. But all that Christ Himsclf has not commanded is left entirely up to their
Christian pleasure and their decision- If oririons differ in these matters, the ml-
nority gives in to the majority, or ‘he mejority giver in to the minority, as love may
require. Here is a broad field to ome sncther in love, which Scripture so often em-
phasizes for the Christians. In this maunner Christians remain brethren When matters
left undecided by God's Vord are arranged among them.

F. Lutheran Testimonies:

That this is nothing else but the teaching of Luther and our church on the 4r-
rangement of adiaphora is something that is well known among us. A famillar state-
ment of Luther is: ™"leither the Pope, nor a bishop, nor aiy other person has the
power to impose one syllable upon the Christian man, except it be with his will; what-
ever oceurs otherwise is done by a tyrannical spirit." ©St. L., XIX:68., The Formula
of Concord says: "Therefore we believe, teach and confess that the congregation of
God of every place and every time has according to ite circumstances, the good xight,
power and authority /in matters truly adlaphora/ to change, diminish and to increase
them, without thoughtlessness and offense, in an orderly and becoming way, as at any
time may be regarded most profitable, most beneficial, and best for preserving good
order, maintaining Christian discipline and worthy profession of the Gospel, and edi-
fication of the Church." Trigl. 1055:93 ILuelier 698f,

G. 1D Open Questions

In more recent times it hae been sald that our Confessions have left the ques-~
tion of church govermnment onen, or at least mostly so., Others have expressed them-
selves this way: In the Lusheran Confessions we find no positive teaching of church
government. That is a great error. In our confessions the concept of government in
the church is very sharply defined both positively and negatively. 1t is ever agaln
emphasized that all ruling in the church rmust be done alone through God's Word, and
all ruling is rejected that commands Christians to believe or do things beyond God's
Words, If these tmmths remain untouched, then of course our Fathers were ready  for
the sakke of love and peace to submit to every external order of things.

It 1s known that the papists demand for their bishops the power to make rules In
the church, They base their claim on such nassages as Luke 10: "He that heareth you
heareth Me"., Hebrews 13: ™0Obey them that have the rule over you and submit your-
selves", etc. Our Confessions reply to this that in these apd similar passages of
Scripture obediencs to pastors is required when and insofar as they teach God's Word,
but not if *hey give commands according to their own judgment, As 1t is known, our
Confessions say: "For it is certain that the ezpression Luke 10:16: He that hearsth
You heareth lle, does not a&peak of traditions {Eenschensatzungen", laws of mene -~ Tre).
but is chiefly directed against traditions. For it is not a bestowal of unlimited
authoritv. as thev call it. but it is a caution concerning something prescribed,
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namely concerning the special command, not a free, unlimited order and power, 16
but a limited order, namely, not to preach their own word, but God's Yord and
Gospeleesss He that hearveth you heareth lle, Therefore He wishes His owa voice, Hls
own Jord, to be heard, not human traditions. Thus a saying which 1s most especially
in our favor, and contains the most important consolation and doctrine, these stupid
men pervert to the most trifling matters, the distinction of food, vestments, amd the
like. They quote also Hebr, 13:17: QObey them tbat have the rule over youe This
passage requires obedience to the Gospel. For it does not establish a dominion for
the bishops apart from the Gospel.”™ A4pology, Trigl. 4<9:; Mueller 289f. And with
regard to iatt, 25:3 - "o... Thatsoever they bid ycu observe that observe", the Apology
comments /in the German version/s "so tnic passage also does not establish a govern-—
ment outside of the Gospel. Therefore they cannot with the Gospel vrove their power,
which they have established without the Gospels For the Gospel dwes not speak of
traditions, but to teach the Word of God.” Prigl. 448; llueller 289f.

So very seriously our Confessions enjoin this divine truth, that no person bhas
the right to give orders to ancther person in the church, that 1t even denies the
4Apostles the right to command anything which Christ did not through them speak and
command, -Je read in the Smalcald articles: “Hence superiority or lordship over the
Church or the rest of the ministers is not ascribed %o Peter, in preference to other
apostles. For he says thus: All things ore yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, p;-Oexma '
1.6+, let neither the other ministers nor Poter asswme £or “themse Ives 1ordship
superiority over the Church; let them ("riemend", no one. -Tr.) not dburden the Church
with traditions; let not the authority of any avall more than the Word of God."
Trigl., 507; Mueller 330, Chemnitz remariks that the Apostles would in horror have
rent their clothes if someone would have ascribed to them the power *to give laws for
which they would not have had a command or testimony of the divine Vord." Examen,de
bonis operibus, Genevas 1668, p. 179

He Christians Bow To The Rule of God's Word:

It has been said: Governing the church alone by the Word of God may beall right
In theory. But in practice it is shown to be a different matter. There do you have
such people who submit to the Word of God and are willing, in things which God  has
not commanded, to submit to ome another? The 2cpe, to be sure, will not make such
people. Also not kings and emperors, Ldicts (decrees) of bhshops and synodical re-
solutions also will not do this. Iven Moses is not able to accomplisan it. But he
to whom the church belongs accomplishes it. Christ the Lord creates such people
through His Vord and the Holy Spirit. a4And the Christians - all Christians - are such
people. e arrive here again at the right concept of the church, concerning the gov-

erning of which we are here treating. He that belongs to Christ will let himself be
ruled by the Jord of Christ. Christ the e Lord says this Himself in the words: "He

that 18 of God heareth God's words.”" John 8:47. They who will not permit themselves
to be ruled with God's Words are the enemies of Christ and His church, as Christ the
Lord also immediately adds concerning the Pharisees: "Ye therefore hear them not" -
the words of God —~ "because ye are not of God." These we let go their way.

Also Luther in his discussion of church govermment through God's Vord alome agaln
and again comes to this objection that there is a lack of (proner) persons for such
government. He maites the preface: "Among Christians there is no superior but only
and alone Christ Himself. What rule can there be where §ll are equal with the same
rights, power, property and honor, and where in addition also nobody desires to be
superior tc¢ others, but where everyone desires to be subject to all others according
to the Word? This Tord says, 1 Peter 5:5: '4ll of you be subject one to another,'
Where there are such people, it would not be possible to establish lordship even if
ctne would desire it because the nature of the case would not suffer lords to exist
where no one can or will be lord."

Then Luther continues: "But where there are no such people, there are also no
true Christians.... Christians must be ruled in their faith, not by external works,

But falth cannot come by the word of men; it can come only through the Word of God,
aA A V2Lt o emn bt ke hAaAwmIine  anmd haorine by tha Word
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of God.' Such, then, who do not believe, are no Christians, they do not belong 17
in the Finegdcm of Chris'; they are under civil government that they may be co-
erced and rulsd hy the sword and external governmant. The Christisns naturally and
voluntarily dn all tha®t is good and have all thcy need for themselves in the Word »f

@od alone." 3St. L., X:406.

Again the objection is raised: But the Christians still have the flesh which sots
itself againat the rule of God's Word and never beccmes holy. Certainly! but als»
the commandments of men will surely not be anle to make the Old Adam holy. If, however,
we continue patiently to teach the Christians with the Word of God and admonish them,
then the Christians will constantly curcify the fleslh with the affections and lusts
and continue to submit themselves to the "Tord of God. The expreriensces we have had in
this respect In our own Syrnod will be touched on later. - In this manmer 1t can be
done with God's Word, and with God's Word alone, and so the church is governed in the

right manner.

SUMNMARY :

After what has now been sald, we can in a few words summarlze wherein true and
false government of the cnurch consis®g. Thah government is correct which guides the
Christian alone with God's Word anc lsecves everything which God has not ordained to
the liberty and good willi of the Christiens. Svery government 1s false which ccmmands
the Christian - be it much or little - anything beyond the Tord of God.

I., HOUAN SYSTIMS VS. DIVINE GOVERNUTIT

A false government, as can be learned from history, is the kind that is carried
on partly by the State and partly by the church aad in thelr name,

A, Civil State Bule of Church:

Earthly governments have attempted to prescribe for the church what it =~  the
church - should confess as Christian doctrine and how church practice should be ar-
ranged., That started soon after the Roman emperors accepted Christianity. That is
perpetuated in many places to this very day. But that is basically wrong. Earthly
governments rule in earthly things, things which concera civil life. In these things
we Christians must be subject Lo such governmente, not only becawse of force and fear
of punishment, but for consciemce sake, hesause God wants it that way. "let every
soul be subjec’ unto the higher powers", Rom. 13:1, But Christ has not c¢ ommitted,
either wholly or in part, to civil govermrient the power to settle matters of church
doctrine and life. %he church He will rule Elmeelf through His Word, as He  has be-
queathed it to the churcn. Therefore we accent no commands in church matters from

earthly governmonts which nevertheless we obey entirely in civil affairs. We dare not
W

permit civil government to command us in spiritual matters, =xcept it be that we
would fall away from Christ our only HMaster. Let us beware of every form of a State
Church! This warning is also necessary for our counrty. For even now again a great
moverent is in progress to recede at least partly from the principle of the separation
of church and state, a separation for which we must thank God.

Such false church government emanated still more from the church itself and has
been practiced in the name of the church, Individuals in the church or at least a
group of imdividuals have presured by their own laws tc govern the church.

Bs  The Roman Catholiec System:

Tre greatest of abominations here 1s the abomination of the Papacy. The Pope
claims that Christ Himself hass placed him as the overiord over the Christians in such
2 monner that all Christians in their life and doctrine are made subject to him and
that no one can be saved who does not recognize the surremacy of the Pope. Christ him-
§elf,”so‘sayqt§9 gope?§ crgatures, has settled only a few important things; most mat-
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governs the church with his own commandments, The bishops are only the tools 18
of the Pope wherewith he rules. 4And no Christian may be so bold as to test
the laws nf the Pope by Holy Writ, for the Bible, says the Pope, 1is a dark book for
the ordinary Christian, which can be understood and explained only by the church, that
is, finally again, by the “infallible" Pope.

This is the abomination of Antichrist, &s described in 2 Thess. 2, "who opposeth
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped, so that he
as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing mmaelf that he is God.," What the Chris-
tian's position skould be towards the Pope and his usurped porer, Luther says in the
Smalcald Articles, "Therefore we ought not here to kiss his feet, or to say, 'Thou art
my gracious lord,' but as the angel of Zechariah J:2 said to Satan: The Lord rebuke

thee, O Satan.," Trigl. 477; Mueller 309.

But false church government, insofar as is practiced in the name of the church,
1s not confined to the Papacy.

C. Greek Church Order:

In the place of the Pope the so-called Greek Charch has bishops. They suppsese
"that the Holy Spirit has appointed the bishops ..e truly as rulers anmd heads for the
individual congregations which are true believers." 4ll believers should for con-
science sake be subject to the govermnment of the bishops.

D. Protestant Church Rule:

A false teaching of church government is taught and practiced in the greater part
of the so-called Protestant Christendom. Indeed@ the stipulation is usually faand
here, that the church must not establish anything that contradicts God's Word. So,
8.8+, it is among the Episcopalians, Presbyterians, listhodists, etc., But among them
there is a very great misconception concerning the arrangement of things not commanded
in Scripture. To speak of only one thing: they ascribe, e.g., to general church con-
ventions the power to decree rules, to which then the Christians must be subject for
conscience sake. So it 1s stated in the Confession of Faith of the Presbyterians:
"It belongeth to synods and councils ministerially, to determine controversies of
faith, cases of conscience; to set down rules and directions for the betfer ordering
of the public worship of God, and govermment of His church; to receive complaints 1in
cases of mal-administration, and authoritatively to determine the same: which decrees
and determinations, if consonant to the Word of God, are to be received with reverence
and submission, not only for their agreement with the Word of God, but also for the
power whereby they are made, as being an ordinance of God, appointed thereunto in
His Word." Chapter XXX-II.

E. Lutheran Lords:

But also into the church called Lutheran false church government has forced its
way in various degrees and shades., e here call special attemtion to the aberration
here in America which aimed at power to command and which has its champions in Ger-
many among a part of the free-church Lutherans., They teach a divinely instituted chuch
government beside the office of the Word of God which must prepare rules for the in-
dividual congregations or groups of congregautions and which for conscience sake must
be obeyed by Christians.

This church government, they say, must be accorded divine authority even when
it does not apply God'’s Word and commendments. Of course tne limitation 1is adced
that such a government must not prescribe things which are contrary to Scriptre.
But that does not tetter the situation. It certainly is already contrary toc Scrip-
ture to prescribe for Christians things which God has not commanded in His Vord,

F, lisuse of the Fourth Commandment;
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the Fourth Commandment has been used, both in America and Germary. Parentscsn 19
command their children to do things which are not commanded in God's Word, as
long as such things do not go against God's Word. But pastors and  other elected
church officials, they say, belong to the spiritual fathers, BSo they claim we also
twe them obedience, by divine order, in all things which God's Word has not commanded,
as long as that ord has not forbidden them, This argument has deceived many sensible
and wise people. Nevertheless 1t 1s altogdther wrong and is very easily refuted.

What then is the situation? Parents can indeed command their children in things
that go beyond the Vord of God because God has given the parents lawgiving authority,
when, e.g., Col. 3:20 seys: “Children obey your parents ln all things." According
to God's order, children are under the parents. But has not provided the church, or
rather individual perscme in the church, with law-giving authority over the Christians,
Here one must say: "One is your lastier, even Christ; and all ye are brethren." For
children, of course, parents are in God's stead 1n respect to those things which God
has not commanded, But officials in the church are not in this manner in God's stead
over Christians. All Christians asre directly under God alone without having church
vfficials as intermediate masters. OCnly cne is their Master, Christ; they all are
brethren on the same plane (coordinzted)., Christ has left no representatives mearth
who in His stead should give commexnds t5 the Christians in things which He has left
unregulated (ungeboten). TThtever poses a& such a substitvie for Christ Interfores with
Christ's government.,

G+ Reasons for Defending Christian Liberty:

It has been asked: "Does 1t really matter much that the Christians donm>t permit
themselves to be commanded by men in the so-called adlaphora? What great harm is
done if it is made a conscience matter for Christlans to subject themselves to human
ordinances which are set up with the best of intentiocns? Ivre than once we hawe been
censured for spending s2 much time and effort in defending Christian freedcm.

(Objectors Lack Knowledge of Scripture.)

Those who ralse this objectisn show that they have & meager understanding of spir-
l1tual things. In his letter to the Galgtians, St. Taul admonishes the Christians with
many words to stand fast in the 1liberty wherewith Christ has made them free. Gal. 5.
And Luther as a faithful pupll of St. Paul says, as is known, that every Christlan
should rather sacrifice his life than to become subject to man-made laws In the church.

Let us briefly examine for ourselves the reasons for this position.

l. Going Beyond the Word Dethrones Christ.

Whoever in the church goes beyond the "Tord of Christ to give laws interferes with
the government of Christ and offends His Majesty. Christ is the Owner of the church,
having purchased it with His own blood, 89 that He 1is her laster, her c¢nly Lord and
Commander, Now whoever beside Christ would als» command the church, be it much or
little, he thereby forces himself into Christfs position of Savior and Ruler. He acts
ag though he alss had died and was buried and rose again for the Christians.

&. The Glory of the Christian Is Marred by Commandments of Ien.

Furthermore: "hoever in the church goes beyond the Tord of Christ to give laws
mars the glory of the Christian with which Christ has crowned them. All who by faith
in Christ have obtained forgiveness of sins and sonship of God have therewith also
gained the privilege to be subject in all spiritual things only to Christ and His Word
and to be free from all man-made laws. That is the glorious liberty of +the children
of God which has been purchased, not with gold »r silver, but with the precious blood
7f Christ, and has been given to them in justification. Now when men claim the X ght
t> govern the Christians with their - men's - commandments, they therewith make of
God's free children servants of men and actually expect of them that they should fall
et B MY ke MMNanw fuiand  Meawe Tothern. "Tet it not be a small matter toycu to
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His blood, to burden consciences with sin where there 1is none, He who does 20,
that and may do it, may also do all evil, yes, he thereby already rejects
everything that God is, teaches and does, including His Christ." St, Louils, XX:207
(Against the Heavenly Provhets.)

3. Man-made Rules Cause Disorder in the Church,

Furthermore: Whoever in the church would issue commands not found in God's Word
thereby causes the greatest disordsr in the church. Ths issuing of human laws bevond
God's Word is defended with the good intention thereby to serve good order in the
church and to protect it from otherwise threatening disorder. Concerning this al-
leged threatening disorder if human rules are not resorted to, some few words later,
Here first of all we would hold to this much: Every ordering of things according to
which Christians are cormanded beyond the Word of God is from the start an abominable
disorder, a total perversion of the house rules in the church of Christ, The first
and all-ruling paragravh in this house order reads: "One is wvour Master, even Christ:
and all ye are brethren,!

Whoever in the church would give commands beyond the Word of God is a re=
volutionary in the church, He desires to overthrow the rightfully established order,
namely the exclusive gcvermment of Christ. Iuther calls the arrangement of the na-
pacy, according to which the Fope and the tashops should have the vower "to make

conscience~binding laws along side cf Scrivture, an arrangement "against God," wves,
“the devil's arrangement", Ot. L., XIX:704. He {Tuther) desires '"that all Chris-
tians ever bless themselves with all cresses against the belief that the Poue's

govermment is based on right.." '"e also characterize as disorder every government in

the church whereby Christians are commanded anything beyond the Word of God, irre-~
spective of whether such commands come from pastcrs, Synods, colleges of church
officials, consisteries, presiding bishop or any such source,

L. Man-made Rules Disnlace God's Word, Cause Harm ic the Church,

Finally, harm is done to the church by all church government that bevond God's
Word imposes on Christians the laws of men. Luther says of the papacy: "How the Pove
has ruled in the church after he gained this" - the rule over Christians - "is mani-
fest to us." St. L., XITI:1242, Yes, verily, it is manifest. Let us be warned! If
it is once admitted that besides Christ men can give orders in the church, then gate
and door are open for all false doctrine and practice. Whoever darzs to command
Christians in the so-called adiaphora will also not shrink back from giving orders
out of his own head in true matters of faith. Yes, he has already struck at the heart
of the Christian faith by binding their consciences to something different than
the VWord of God,

VWhere statutes of men arise, God's lord ceases to rule, That lies in the nature
of the case., Uhere you allow men to give comrands, the true Christian conscience is
lost, Then no longer a sharp distinction is made between God's Word and the word of
man, then consciences degenerate, then consciousness for pure doctrine is lost,

The history of these matters surelv speaks nlainly enough. Vhat has hanpened
under the papacy? "This," says Luther, "that the 'Jord of God is lost, that the church
is turned into an earthly govermment, new services to God have been established, and
everything has been sought and invented to get the money out of the peorle and to in-
crease the splendor of the priests (Pfaffenpracht)." St. L., XIII:1239f, What has
happened in the State Churches? In them neople have become careless over against
God's Word but so much the more strict about the ordinances of the State  Churches.
In consesquence also a strange way of speaking has been developed. When in  State
Churches they speak of things from "above", the "ord of God and God are as a rule not
meant, but the earthly government and the church officials., That is characteristic
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of the situation,., !Man's word has crowded out God!'8 Word., That is the terrible 21,
curse of the perversion of God'!'s order in the church,

How important it is therefore to hold to the right doctrine of church govermnment,
to ascribe conscience-binding power only to God's Word and not to human and church
ordinances,

SUMMARY ¢

("Every government is false which cormands the Christian anything - be it much
or little - beyond the Word of God." p. 11.)

IIT. GOVERIMENT OF THE WORD ATCNE INPRA CTICE

— — - —— - —— —

Now what shapve will government in the church take in actual npractice when the
church is ruled alone by God's Word?

A, In a Local Christian Congregation:

Let us consider first the orl; divinelw founded external fellowship, the Chris~
tian local congregation, in which there is the »roper order, The pastor of the
congregation by right of office apnlies the ilcrd; naturally alsc by that right he
rules the congregation with the iord. He rules whenever he nubliclv from the pulpit
sets forth what in general and in particular is God-vleasing doctrine and God-pleas-

all +1 A Arrnd N [N (oY o~ T~
11’ig llfe When in his deal 1gs vwith .._uu.l‘vlu)n.:_ Eersons ne riaxkes known God's Word and

will and maintains t-em, he governs likewise, He governs, not nersonally, not because
of greater gifts, learning or esteem, but because officially it is his business to
apply God'!s Word and to the extent that he deces this,

Thus Luther ascribes to all pastors in their congregations-the right of snirit-
ual governing, He writes, in opposition to the Roman  delusion, which ascribes
governing powers to Pope and bishops: "Thus every nastor or sriritual ruler shall be
a bishop, that is a surerv1sor, a watchman, so that in his comrunity and among his
people the Gospel and faith in Christ be established and unheld against all enemies,
Satan, and heresies." St, L., XVIIT:1283, And our Confessions say: '"Therefore the
Church can never be better governed and nreserved than if we all live under one Head,
Christ, and all the bishops (pastors) equal in office (although thevy be unecual in
gifts), be diligently joined in the unity of doctrine, faith, Sacraments, nraver, and
works of love, etc," - Trigl, 473; !meller p. 308, Smalcald Articles, Part IT,

B. In a Local Voters Assembly:

In order to handle its business the local congresationhas its congregation meet-
ing, according to the examrle of the Apostolic congregations. Ythho rules in such
congregation meetings? HNaturally the minister by right of office must maintain the
authority of the Word of God also in the congregation meetine. Also here he rules
with the Word of God, But in such meetings the members speak, toc, And it hanrens
not infregquently that a member of the congregation or several of them cite the VWord
of God or the words of God which throw clear light on and decide the matters in hand.
In this case these particular laymembers pgovern. Of course, arain not bv their own
person, but because they applied the Word of God which governs and decides all,
Christ rules in His congregation through them.

Permit me the privilege in this connection to point to a vpersonal experience,
Previous to all theological study, my first instruction about governing in the church
I received from an ordinary Christian, One Sundav afternoon in Wisconsin a grouo of
members from a given congregation were gathered in a farmhouse. A number of students
from a pre-theological school were also present., The conversation there turned to
church government and esrecially to the question as to who rules in the congregation
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meeting. One plain Christian then expressed his surorise that in the church 22,
there could be any dispute about chnrch goverrment, Said he: "It is clear
that he rules in the church who has the Word of Cod., In the congregation meeting
they rule to whom God has given the grace to cite the right Word of God which decides
the matter.," Thus in their last meeting a rumbsr of members had ruled because they
quoted the Word of God which convinced all the others,

This then will be the pattern cf govermment in the congregation in such matters
as are decided in God's Word, How the arrangement of adiaphora is decided by rutual
agreement has already been set forth, Here we refer only to one more -thing: The
congregation may establish also assisting offices for ths vublic ministrr, e.g., the
office of elder. Doubtless all of our congregations have this church arrangement,
The only concern here is that also to the elders no power is given that goes bevond
the Word of God.

C. In Synodical Unions:

But what is the form of the goverment of the church whenthe local congregations
have joined together in larger church bodies. e,g., Synods? It may be objected: It
the church is to be governed ornly with the Jord of God; what sense 1is there to your
whole synodical arrangement, which as you yourself always emvhasize, is not commanded
in God's Word? You have the union of corgregations in Synods in which the congrega-
tions consult with and watch over one ancther. Besides +the divinelv ordained office
of the ministry, you have in your midst established other offices not ordained of God,
You have Visitors, District Presidents, a Gsneral President and other synodical offi-
cials, If God's lord is sufficient to rule the church, whot meaning is there to
these human arrangements?

We answer: Truly the meaning is not that the Word of God is not sufficient to
rule the church and that the poor forsaken church muist be helped out with a number of
human arrangements., Our whole symodical arrangernent has the Opvosite  wurvose.
Through it we desire to serve one another, so that the YVord of God and nothing else
shall rule among us. The Visitors observe whether or not in the Circuit laid out for
them the congregations follow the Word of God. The District Presidents have the same
office in the whole District, and the General President with certain limitations in
the whole Synod, Therefore we elect as Visitors and Fresidents not wperhans such
peonrle who are handy with synodical documents ('"die sich gut auf acten verstehen")
and who more than others are well acqaainted with the Synodical Handbook, but who are
wellgrounded in God's Word (thoroughly experienced) and who have more ability than
others clearly to set forth and to apply the Word to given situations. The supervis =
ing offices which are established in our synodicesl association, among other things,
it is stated in our Synodical Handbook: "Keening and promoting the unity of nure Con=
fession'; "Watching over the unity and purity of doctrine."ap.4,l, old Constitution,
1873 Handbook.) It is not the purpose of Synod to bind the congregations bevond the
Wopdt of God with synodical resolutions, Concerning this subject our Constitution ra-
ther says very expressly: "The Synod is in respect to the self-government of the
individual congregation only an advisory body....If a congregation finds the resolu-
tion (of the Synod) as not in agreement with the lord of Ged or not suited to the
congregation's -conditions, it has the right to ignore the resolution or, according to
the circumstances, to reject it.," (XKap. 4,9, p. 7, 1273 Handbook, )

By the church arrangement of a Synod no ruling power should be established besid-
es and beyond the Word of God, but the whole arrangement should serve the absolute
rule of the Word of God,

D. Romans 12:8 - "He That Ruleth,...":

Also Luther speaks of offices that are established as assisting offices to the
office of the Word in the church. These are the offices "which shonld supervise all
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(’J

offices" and "see to it that all offices are exercised nrroperly". He also 23.
calls the supervising offices established in Christian liberty beside the
preaching office a rulirg office, Bul at the gdme time he emphasizes most emphatical-
1y that such a "rulinz off Loﬁﬂ is to be given nc dominant position. He calls it a
"servant” of the p. preaching ¢ifice, which should "arous2 and awaken, just as a servant
may awake his master from si=esn °“a othermrise adnenish him in his office." Preach~
ers, even though they have the highest office in Christendom, should indeed on thir
part be ready always in sincere humility to accept reminders and admonition from
their "rulers". Let us here quote a longer, precious exvosition by Luther.

Luther writes in his Church Postil about the words of Romans 12:18: '"He that
ruleth, with diligence," in part as follovs: "How does St, Paul now change the order?
that he does not place the ruling at the tov and first, but lets provhecy nrecede it}
thereafter serving, teaching, exhorting, giving; and he places ruling wav at the end
among the common offices, namely in sixth place, Uithout doubt the Snirit did that
because of the future abow1na+1on of the dsvil who would establish in Christendom
a pure tyranny and earthly power, £4s it also is today: To rule others is accepted as
the most important job, and evervthing in Christendom must conform to its tvranny and
wantonness, and all prophecy, service, teaching, exhorting and giving must sooner
give way than that this tyranny wonld sufler loss by vermitting itself to be guided
according to prophecy, teaching and other offices, But we should realize that noth-
ing is higher than the Word of God, which office is over every office. Therefore the
ruling office is its servant who shall arouse and awaken it, Just as a servant awakens
his master from sleep or otherwise reminds him of his duties, in order that it be’
maintained what Christ says in Luke 22:26: 'Whosoever will be the greatest among vou,
shall be your servant; and the first shail be iast,! On the other hand, teachers and
prophets should obey the ruler and follow him, and humble themselves, that thus every
Christian work and office may serve the other. Then also shall be maintained what
Paul teaches in this Epistle, that no one may regard himself as the best one exalt-
ing himself above others, thinking of himself more highir than he ovght to think,
They will then let one office and gift be more precicus than others, and yet each one
therewith serve and be subject to the other (personally). In this wav the ruling of=-
fice is the most humble, and yet the others are all subject to it, and it in turn
serves all others with its care and supervision. Again, prophecy is the highest, and
still it follows the ruler," St, L., XII:339,

But - the further objecti-n is raised - if there is in the church no rule of one
person over others, how can the spscial gift of ruling be exercised? Among other
gifts. Christ bestows also the special gift of ruling in His Church, Among the var-
ious gifts with which Christ equips His church, Scripture names exnressly also the
gift of ruling, Rom. 12: 6,; 1 Cor. 12 28, Certainly. But as none of the many gifts

in the church establish a power to dominate, so also not the gift of ruling.

______ LTI cobdDo L FOwers A--w‘.v’

Individuals in the church have received, e.g., especially the gift of teaching.
They are able more exactly and more clearly than others to show what is true and what
is false doctrine. But therewith they are personally not in the least made rulers in
the church. The special gift of teaching should menifest itself esnecially in this
way that the imparted teaching does not appear as one's personal doctrine, but that
it is recognized as the doctrine of God's Word,

Individuals in the church are favored above others with the gift of explaining
the Scriptures, They are able better than others to bring the sense of Scrinture to
light., But therewith again they are not given any kind of wpower +to dominate in the
church., The special gift of explaining appear as one's personal explanation but are
recognized as the explanation given by the Holy Bible itself,

The same holds true also of the gift of ruling., It is true that certain indivi-
duals in the church better than others are able to judge and regulate matters that
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come before it. They have a svecial gift to rule, But how should this gift 2h,
be exercised? Thus, that it places itself altogether in the service of the
Word of God, that it is employed to rule the congregation of God with God's Word,
They who are blessed with this ability should direct their gift in such a manner that
all things that are decided bty God's Word will thzn alsc be settled according to the
clear Word of God, and that all things left {ree by Scripture will be left to Chris~
tian liberty, to be ssitled by way of Christian mutual agreement.

Reference was made earlier to the point that when the Christian congregation e-
stablishes the so-~caliled office of elder "o assist ihe preaching office, it dare on
no account give to this office the power to dominate., It is an altogether disgraceful
misuse of the gift of God when someone uses it to rule the congregation of God accor-
ding to his own head.

Luther exhorts the pastors constantly to study the Scriptures diligently, and in
particular the Pastoral Letters: that they may be able to rule the Christians with
the Word of God and that '"there be no need to rule the Christians by their own human
notions.," (Preface to 1 Timothy,)

The most abominable example of such misrule in the church « namely ruling the
Christians "by their own human notions® -~ we have in the vavacy. But every vpastor,
yes, every Christian, has cause to let himszlf be warned in this matter, He should
beware that he does not, because he has natural t~lent to rule, rvle in the church
according to his own head and so claim a lordship for himself in the church, Iuther
says in reference to this point in connection with the listing of offices and gifts
in the church, Eph. 4:11: "These are the various d¢ffices, and therefore we must dis-
tinguish between the gifts. But because of such distincticn of gifts and offices, no
man should ascribe to himself earthly power, desiring to rule in an earthly manner,
They are, everyone of them, bound to the Gospel, so thet they must abide by it and
not do anything contrary to it. This is the right system which should be and rermain
in the church, And it is a far better system than that of the Pove who has made an
arrangement not on account of offices but on account of external power, contrary to
the command of Christ," St, L,, ZITI:1241.

E. Synod Has No legislative Power Over Congregations:

Here yet a few words about the to-be-feared disorder if in the church no Chris-
tian can command another and if even a Synod does not have legislative power.

Human reason thinks that power must be given to one or more versons in the church
to give commands bevond the Word of God, Otherwise confusion will follow, Iuther
already busied himself with this objection. He writes: "But now someone may ask and
say: What kind of a govermment is it, and how can it stand, where there is no head,
and if those who are in office are 211 equal, and if nobody has more power or auvthor-
ity than the other? For reason considers such equality as a deformity and harmful
thing, Again, where there is a head to whom others must look and by which thev can
be guided, reason considers such an arrangement useful and from this draws the con-
clusion: It must also ke so of things are to go well in the church; else there will be
utter confusion and disorder," "And this is the reason,” Luther adds, "which still
holds captive many sensible and wise peovnle.!

Inther reports that in his time there were people who did not want indeed the
dominion of the Pope because it is "a manifestly indisrutable offense", But at the
same time they held it to be necessary thst in the church there should be an arrange-
ment "as in earthly governrent where (among the servants in the church) one should be
higher, have more rights to command and have more power than the other," for the pur-~
pose - you should know it, for the purpose of avoiding disorder., That is the nositimm
even today of '"many sensible and wise people." Even in our dav the sects and the
Romanizing Lutherans still operate with such reasoning. But let us listen to Luther
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in respect to this objection - 25,

He says: "True it is, reason considers it a deformity and harmful error, that
all who have a church office should be equal, and that one should have the same right
to command, the same power and the same authority as the other,...But we have here
an express command of our dear Lord Christ., He has ordained that in His Kingdom,
which is a spiritual kingdom, things should go on differently than in an earthly
kingdom: so that all may learn how in the Kingdom of Christ not human power or great
esteem, but alone the Word of God shall count and rule," St, L., XIII:1240. That
Christians actually bow before God's Wowd we have seen earlier,

F. 50-Year Success of The Rule of The Word Alone In The Missouri Svnod:

Let us look at ourselves, Our Synod has now /1896/ gone through a 50-year ex-
perience of church govermment alone by the Word of God. The '"nothing but confusion
and "disorder," which the whole world fears under such a government, has not come to
pass among us. That was also prophesied for us both here and on the other side of
the ocean. The sentence, that the Synod over agsinst its congregations has only "ad-
visory" and not legislative vower, hzs heen called the "real heart of anarchy." ~The
church which does not enjoy a government with legislative power is, it was said, "a
little plant without a supporting stake." Confusion would soon rule with such a Con-
stitution as ours.

Nothing of all this has come to pass, Also as far as outward order is concerned,
we 1in our Synod have experienced perhaps the most peaceful period which the church
has ever enjoyed. We must say: Govermment of the church by God's Word alone has
proved itself among us in fifty years of practice. Indeed, the flesh of the Chris-
tians has made itself felt also among us. It has not always submitted ab once to
God's Word. Here and there long discussions, much teaching and continued exhortation
were necessary., But God's Word has kent the upper hand. Also in seemingly hopeless
cases it has manifested its ruling and all governing power, Goverrment by the Word
of God alone has bound us and held us together so firmly that outsiders thought and
still think that we have a high church govermnment. Only lately an English church pa-
per wrote that the Missourians are the "High Church Party” in the Lutheran Church.

I repeat it once more: The governing of the church alone with the Word of God
and the leaving free of everything that God's Word has not commanded has vroved it-
self among us, We have experienced it in our syvnodical life that the church of God
prospers best when it remains with God's order, May this never be changed!

G. Your 0ld Adam 8eeks To Rule Others:

In this matter also there is need for spiritual vigilance., That fact that false
government 1s so general in the church points to the soil still found in all Chris-
tians which harbors this perversion of God!'s order. That is the evil flesh: the evil
flesh which is to be found also in everyone of us.

According to the flesh, the one desires to be higher than the other and not
merely a servant who serves his brother or his brethren with the Word of God., Accorw
ding to the evil flesh the Christian desires not only to serve the Word with His
gifis, but to misuse his gifts for dominance. Here is need for watching and prayer!
Furthermore: The flesh of the Christian does not see the glory of the teaching of Jus-
tification and consequently also not the Freedom of the Christian man.

The flesh of the Christian does not understand the spiritual nature of the church
of Christ, but desires always to confuse it (interchange it)with the kingdoms of this
wordd. It does not believe in the power of the Word of God, but considers the Word a
weak thing, Insofar as we give ear to the flesh, we look around for a stronger gov-
erment, to a govermment whose arm is to be strengthened by zrantine to it more nower
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In this matter it is as in the doctrine of Justification., All sriritually  26.
blind people believe that every door is onened for a 1ife of sin vhen it is
taught that justification and calvation are ohtained by grace, fer Christ's sake,
through faith, without worke. Thersfore we have the atfempts of the whole row of
heterodox bodies -~ from Pope-gect t‘rough all s=acts dovm to the svnergistic ILutherans
~ to mix the works of man inbc the doctr_ne of jJustification and attairment of salva-
tion. They believe “thet onlv in this war will Cnr10t¢an living be vpromcted,

Even so in the matter of church goverament., Ail vho Judge according to the flesh
believe that God's Wcrd alone is not sufficient for QO:@TﬂJHJ the church, If the
church should not because of disorder fall into ruin, it is necessary to have Boards
with legislative power. Therefore we have tha* leong line of false church governments
starting with *he papacy and ending with American Synods endowed with law-giving au-
thority. But that, as said, is the judgment of man's blind reason. St. Paul says
concerning the relation of sanctification to justification: '"Sin shall not have do=
minion over you: fcr ye are not under the Law, but under grace," Analagous to this,
it should be said ccncerning church goverrment: The church w1ll not fall into dis-
order, but will be governed well if it is not ruied by human statutes but alone by
the Word of her Master,

H. The Devil Has Mads 4 Fool of Thet Ckurch ™ich Adds Human Rules To God'g Word To

Rule The Church:

Let us by God's grace adhere to this form of governing. Every temptation to de-
part from it is to be recognized and rejected as a temptation of the devil., The devil
makes a fool of the church when he persuades it to believe that it must have in its
midst a power and suthority that goes beyond the Vord of God. In that moment <the
church btecomes weak when it begins to look about for human supporting rules with the
idea that God's Word is not sufficient as a ruling and sustaining power. In this way’
it takes flesh for its arm and departs with its heart from the orly Lord of the church,

CONCLUSTON:

Yes, we must say: The church surreniler itself as church and adoots the manner
3 e et ——
of earthly kingdoms just as snca as it 1s no mere isfied with the Word of God as

the means whereby it should be governed.

How glorious in contrast is not the church government which is carried on alone
through the Word of God! How can we find words enough fitly to describe the glory of
this church government! Christ’s honor thus rerains inviolate; He remains - as He
should - the only laster. "The Christians! glory remains inviolate. Thev enjoy thelr
high, dearly bought privilege: To stand, without the mediaticn of men, directly under
their Savior's dominion and government. A1l gifis conferredty Christ upon His church
are used rightly; they serve only to glorify Christ, not for self-giorification.

And the church is strong under this goverrment, no matter how weak it may appear
before the eyes of men, " Vhatever is brougnf together and held togetner through God's
Word no power on earth, also nct the fear of death, not even death itself can drive
apart, That we as a church body enjoy this wonderful, unspeakably glorious goverrnment
is so great a grace that we should daily praise and glorify God because of it, And
how zealous we should be to spread the Kingdom in which Christ rules alone through
His Word! How willing we should be to place all goods and gifts into the services of
this Kingdom! How easy we should be able to forget all personal insults caused among
us since we as brethren stand together in such a glorious Xingdom!

Oh, may God open our eyes to the glory of the church government alone through
Christ's Word! Under this government we desire by God's grace to remain until vwith
our eyes we sse Him who has led us by His Word, Amen,

- e M en e e M e em e e
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REPORT OF THE PRESS COMMITTEE 27.
Dear Brethren:

Your Press Committee is working in conjunction with the local pastor, and

ers, the Albany Democrat Herald and the Lebanon Express.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. 0. W, Schaefer

Rev. E. L. I'ehlberg

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEL ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION
Dear Brethren:

Your Committee on Theological Education has been requested by Christ Iuth-
eran Church of lMilwaukee, Wisconsin, to bring the following voints vertaining to the
Conference Seminary to the attention of the Convention:

"CHRIST ILUTHERAN CHURCH RECOGNIZES THE FOLLOUING:

1. By the Lord's rich grace, our congregation has been enabled again during the wpast
year to carry out our obligation to the Conference under the Milwaukee Seminary Plan,

2. It is possible that our congregations may not be able to suppdy students for the
coming school year.

3. Because of the Lord's Mission Command, it is nevertheless necessary that our Con=-
ference continue to provide for a future ministry by preserving the Concordia Imtheran
Conference Theological Seminary as a permanent institution in our Conference.

L. Possible future students cannot be attracted to an institution that exists in name
only and is not active and not available,

5. During the past years our Pastor has been able, under the Lord's blessings, through
practical experience and study, to lay the ground work for a well-organized Seminary
and a thoroughly trained professor-~ship. Should no student be led by the Lord to en-
roll for this coming year, the professor will then have time and opportunity so
essential for preparing himself and the Seminary for greater service and blessing to
the Conference in its future ministry. The professor will also then be able to aid
the congregations in interesting our people in this important work and in gaining our
consecrated young men for service in the Lord's vineyard.

WE THEREFORE RESOLVE:

1. To thank the Conference for establishing and maintaining the Seminary during the
' ,ast years and thus to have made a beginning in providing for the future ministry of
our church and also to have at the same time benefitted our own congregation in many
ways;
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2. To urge our Conference to continue in the nresent arrangement with our con-~ 28,
gregation under the Milwaukee Seminary Plan in order that the work may continue
to go forward; and

3. To help our Conference to that end, under the Lord's blessing, by taking upon our-
selves )50 of the professor's monthly salary, thereby reducing the Conference's
responsibility to 250 per month. Ve also expect to continue with our monthly payment
of ;25 towards the Conference Lcan., Due to the additional obligation we exvect to
assume in connection with the Seminary professoris salerv, we regretfullv find it im-
possible at this present time to aid with any increase in the Seattle subsidy., We
sincerely hope that our sister congregations will be able to make the recuested
increase a reality.”

In this connection I should like to call your attention to some vlain facts!
The existing situation at our Seminary certainlv calls for some deep 'soul-searching’
on the part of every member of our Conference., dJust think, there are no prosnective
students for our Seminary! Do we realize what this means? Uhat if the Lord in His
wisdom should call some of the wastors to be with Jesus in the joys of heaven; or,
what if some of the pastors were evern unahble to serve their congregations due to some
illness? Where would the vacant corngregations secure pastors?

How may the situation be remedied? Jesas says, "The harvest truly is plen-
teous, but the laborers are few; PRAY ye therefore the iord of the harvest, that He
will send forth laborers into His harvest" (Fatt. 9:37,38). Can we honestlv say that

halalf :
our prayers in behalf of the Seminary have ascended to the Throne of Grace as they

should have? The Apostle James writes, "Ye have not, because ye ask not" (4:2),
lioreover, can we also sav that we have done all that we nossibly can as nastors, con-
gregations, and parents, to interest and encourage able and consecrated young men
within our Conference to prepare for the highest office in the Church? O may God
graciously forgive us where we have been so remiss and help us to mend our wavs that
the work in the Lord's Vineyard be not hampered by our weaknesses!

May God grant us true wisdom as we deliberste uvon this very imnortant mat-
ter!

Resnectfully submitted,

Rev, M, L, Natterer, Chairman

HEPORT OF THE SEMINARY INSTRUCTOR
Dear Brethren:

By the Lord's rich grace, the Seminarv program of accelerated instruction
for Student Julius Schmitt was successfully concluded with the graduation service on
September 9th in Christ Dutheran Church of ilwaukee. At the praduation ceremony Mr,
Schmitt was presented a diploma which gives official recognition that he is now a
Candidate of the Holy tinistry and eligible for a call in our wmidst.

On Sevtember 24th the Seminary resumed its sessions for the year 1962-63,
Since no students had enrolled, the Seminsrv instruction consisted entirelv of a nost
graduate course set up for Candidate Schmitt, Classes were held forenoons, from &:00
to 12:00, ! onday through Friday. This nost graduate course was concluded on May 3lst
of this year when the Seminary instruction was scheduled to close for the summer re-
cess, according to the current Catalog Calendar,
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The heglth of the faculty and student body, under the Lord's rich 29,
blessings, was exceptionally good, And, again, the relationshin between stu-
dent and instructor and the brotherly cooveration between the Seminary and the local
congregation was also excellent, For all of which we give glory alone to our Savior,

At this time I would also like to make mention of the fact that during the
course of our work together in the Seminary classroom, Student Schmitt and I trans-
lated from the German into English Bente's very excellent treatise on the law and the
Gospel as it appeared in Lehre und l/ehre, the theological. journmal of the 1"issouri
Synod in its former days of orthodoxy, After the translationhss been arefully check-
ed against the original and the best possible English rendition assured, I hone that
this translation can be duplicated and made available to our Conference members,
Rightly dividing the Word of truth, correctly distinguishing between the Law and the
Gospel, is the great need of our presentday Christianity.

To date there have been no anplications for entrance into the Seminary for
the next calendar year, thile in Seattle last spring I did have opportunity, through
a contact which Pastor Bloedel had made nossible, to nersonallv interview a nossible
future student for the Seminary. The young man in cuestion exnressed d&nterest in our
Conference and Seminary, and showed great concern for orthodox teaching and its nre-
servation in our day. Ve recuested him to contact vs again should he desire to inouire
further into the matter., To date, however, we have not heard from him. May the Lord's
will be done in his case, And may the lord!'s will be done also with regard to the
7 x w +ha fitiira

The official Seminary Catalog has also now been made available to  the
congregations of our Conference in sufficient quantities so that all the brethren can
acquaint themselves and possible future students with the curriculum of our Seminary
and the qualifications for entrance, Covies are available through vour pastor,

While our Seminary is presently faced with the nrospect o no students being
enrolled for this coming year, I would like to urge our Conference brethren to recog-
nize the continued need of maintaining a Conference Seminary in view of the Lord!s
will in this respect, and that it therefore do all it can, wder the Lord, to preserve
the Seminary as a permament institution in our Conference, that we strive to secure
for it a well-trained and capable teaching staff, and that we endeavor to suoply it
with our consecrated sons to be trained there for the blessed work of the ministry in
our Lord's vineyard.

It is important for us to keep in mind that the public ministry must be
mainteined in the Church because it is a divine ordinance, having been commanded by
the Lord, Titus 1:5,7; Aects 20:17,28; Acts 14:23; Eph. 4:13-13, At the same time we
must not fall into the error of making a means of grace of the wvublic ministry and
coordinate it with the Word and the Sacraments, as though it is absolutely necessary
for salvation to every man, so that without the service of an: ordained vastor a man
can neither come to faith nor obtain absolution fcr his sins. But, as Dr, F. Pieper
in his dogmatics points out, 'the truth that the public ministry 1is not absolutely
necessary dare not be made an excuse for desnising this office," He then lists three
points when the office of the ministry is desnised, the third of which reads as fol-
lows: "When Christians are slow to erect and maintain schools for the training of men
for public service in the Church. Cf. St. L. X:417; Ibid, 458ff,)."

May the Lord of the Church now graciously direct our Conference so that we

may find it possible to continue this important work in our midst to the glory of His
name and to the extension and edification of His Church! Amen,

Respectfully submitted,

F. T.. Mahlhere Tnetmintnr
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS 30.

Dear Brethren:

Your Committee, first of all, wishes to express its pratitude to the Lord
for having made it nossible for our Convention last yezr to adort definite Guidelines
for our Conference mission work. Our Ccnference now has a workazble basis upon which
its Mission Committee can, under the Lord!s blessings, effectively function. Mission
work is the fourth objective of our Conference, as outlined in our Constitution, name~
ly, "the joint extension of the kingdom of God through cooverative mission work of
our congregations, Matt, 28:19-20, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, hantizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded vou: and, lo, I am with voy alway,
even unto the end of the world. Amen,' lark 16:15-16, Tind he said unto them, Go ye
into all the world, and preach the gospel toc everyv creature, He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned."  ILuke 24:47,
'And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem,! Acts 1:8, 'But ye shall receive power, after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and uvnto the uttermost part of the earth,t"

Now in connection with the above-mentioned Guidelines, your Committee wishes
to call attention to the fact that the Board of Direchtcors in its Februarw 12-13, 1963
meeting found it necessary to revise the last point, VII. The present version, as a-
dopted at our last year's Convention, reads as follows: "Salary basis, In view of
the fact that .God, in Scrinture, makes no distinciion between married or ummarried
pastors and missionaries but savs concerning all that 'the lahourer is worthy of his
hire! the Conference shall grant no snecial subsidy to the congregations that are-
served by married pastors. To set up a double standzard for salary, one for single,
another for married pastors, would be a temptation for congregations to refrain from
calling pastors who are blessed with wife and family." The substitute version now
offered by the Becard is found in your Prospectus, page 5, D. Your Committee recom-
mends the adoption of this suggested revision, because &t offers guidelines which are
based on Scriptural principles and which are general enough to cov¥er the entire mat-
ter; the present version fails in bhoth these respects.

Our Conference has one subsidized congregation, St. Iuke's of Seattle, Your
Committee chairman had an opportunity personally to contact Pastor Bloedel and his
congregation this spring, and is convinced that our Conference should o its utmost,
under the Lord, to continue offering financial help toward the cavse of this young
mission congregation, located, as it is, in a great and pomulous city where manifold
opportunities are offered to let its saving light shine into the hearts of many lost
and erring souls, At this time Pastor Bloedel plans to give us an oral interest re-
port on St, luke's mission.

As you know, Pastor Bloedel must do secnlar work on the side in order to
support his family, because the congregation is unable to fully sumport him as its
pastor. Through vour Committee, therefore, St. Luke's congregation comes before the
brethren at this Convention requesting continued financial aid to help support its
pastor. During the first three months of this past fiscal year our Conference subsi~-
dized St. Luke's in the amount of ‘75 ver month, Later, on the basis of a Conference
Referendum, St. ILuke's was granted a subsidy of 90,10 per month, beginning October
1st and continuing through this month,

St. Iuke's subsidy request for this next fiscal year renresents a sum which
if it is granted will enable the pastor to leave his secular emvloyment and give him
opportunity to make full use of his God-given gifts in the work of the Lord's Church.
With that God-pleasing goal in mind, St. Luke's now requests for this coming fiscal

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1963 Convention Proceedings Concordia LutheranConference (CLC)

year a subsidy in the amount of $170 ver month. The official resolution of the 31,
congregation reads as follows: "That we pay our Pastor two hundred and ten dol-

lars (;210,00) per month beginning July 1, 1963 and that we advise the Concordia
Lutheran Conference, through the Committee on Missions that we will make no vpledges
to the support of the Conference General Fund and/or Seminary Fund amd that we recuest
a subsidy of one hundred seventy dollars ({170.00) ver month," See Minutes of Con-
vention page 4: "This congregation plans to contribude toward its vpastor's salary
%210 per month and requests an additional 5170 per montlr from the Conference for a
total salary figure of ;380 per month." After giving this request prayerful consid-
eration, your Committee recommends that this subsidy request be granted if, under the
Lord's blessings, the Conference finds itself able and willing, in the snirit of
Christian sacrificial love, to assume that responsibility. To that end we ask the
Lord's gracious blessings that His will mav be done among us! '

Your Committee has received no other requests for subsidy from any of our
other congregations, Although we are all aware of the fact that our sister congrega-
tion, Peace, of Tinley Park, has also been unable fully to support its pastor during
the past year and previously also, He too is therefore engaged in part-time secular
work., Your Committee rejoices to note, however, that nrogress is being made by Peace
Congregation toward the final goal of being able to support its mastor fully, so that
he is able to discontime his secular work and serve the congregation full-time, May
the Lord graciously add His blessing to this Christian endeavor! Christ Iutheran
Church of lilwaukee has been able to support its mastor during this nast year by vir-
tue of the special arrangement with our Conference through the !ilwaukee  Seminary
Plan. Since the Milwaukee Seminary Plan is the special resnonsibility of the Commit-
tee on Theological Education, we refer you to the report of that committee for the
financial picture on that congregation in its relationship with the Conference. In
that report it will be noted that Christ Congregation is increasing its contributions
toward the financial support of the work of the Conference, Christ Congregation also
desires the Conference brethren to know that if, and just as soon as, the lLord should
make it possible for the congregation further to increase its contributions for Con~-
ference work, it plans to do so.

We rejoice that the Lord has so blessed St. Paul's, St, John's, and St.
Stephen's congregations that they are able to suvport their pastors besides shoulder-
ing a proportionate share of the expenses of the joint work of our Conference, May
these congregations look upon that blessing as reason to join us in thanksgiving to
God for these His undeserved blessings, and may we all, as we facethe future, resolve
humbly in the fear of God and in the grace of our Savior, to continue with willing
hearts to support the Iord'!'s work to the full extent of our ability. A4ind that esne~
cially because, as the Apostle exhorts, because "the end of all things is at hand.”
Let us be "therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. And above all things have fervent
chirity among yoursetves: for charitv shall cover the multitude of sins, Use hos~
pitality one to another without grudging. As every man has received the gift, even
so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God,
If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of Godj; if any minister, let him do it
as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whombe praise and dominion for ever and ever, Amen," 1 Pet. 4:7-11,

Your Committee also shares with our Conference the blessed fact that the
Lord has answered our prayvers for laborers for His harvest by placing at our disnosal
Candidate Julius Schmitt who has concluded his post graduate work at our Seminary,
which closed its sessions on May 3lst, We rejoice with gresteful hearts before the
Lord who has so graciously answered our prayers in giving us another Ilaborer, the
first graduate of our Seminary, and we now continue to beseech Him, nlease, to so di=-
rect our affairs thrst we may be able to continue to train orthodox laborers for work
in His Church, and that He would open the necessary doors in order that Candidate

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1963 Convention Proceedings Concordia LutheranConference (CLC)

Schmitt, and any others whom He may send our way to train, may actively parti-~ 32.
cipate in the blessed work of making disciples of all nations through the
preaching of the pure Gospel. To that end we continue to pour out our effectual,
supplications to Him, the Lord of the Church, and confidently and patientlv await His
promised blessings!

At this time your Committee would also like to report its deep concern for’
the spiritual velfare of our reedy colored blood-brothers, the negroes, in varticular,
We recommend, therefore, that our Convention recognize this need, and  resolve by
special resolution to encourage our Conference to do everything it can, under God, to
bring the pure Gospel also to the colored races represented in America and elsevhere,
asking the Lord's gracious blessings on that phase of our Lord's general mission com-—
mand, to which we would give special emphasis, however, because of the - turbulent
times and conditions in which we presently are living. And, furthermore, that since
our Conference is not able to provide finaneial backing for any further mission pro-
jects at this time and is therefore unable at present to call any missionary-at-large,
we encourage Candidate Julius Schmitt to continue with the nersonal mission contacts
which he is making among the negroes of ''ilwaukee under the auspices of Christ ILuth-
eran Churéh, imploring the Lord's gracious blessings on him and his work,

Your Committee also wishes to give grateful recognition and praise to the
Lord for having given His evident blessings to the prayers of our Conference brethren
in behalf of St., Paul's congregation at Empire, Oregon, After three years (short of
two months) of being without a pastor of thzir own, the Lord provided our sister con-
gregation with a faithful shepherd. Pastor A, J. Cordes was installed on August 26th
of last year. Further evidence of the Lord's blessings in this parish was the Chris-
tian zeal with which the congregation and its pastor went forward in its Master's work
Your Committee would especially like to commend the Congregation and Pastor for its
vigorous evangelism program, and we wish to express our sincere thanks to the Lord
with proper gratitude also to St, Paul's Church, congregation and pastor, for provid-
ing our Conference with a wholesome stimulus for the work of missions, in offering us
by written word and by their own personal congregational example a wholesome testi-’
mony to the lord's glory and also for our own encouragement and Christian instruction,
e thank the Lord for these His ummerited gifts of grace, and we pray that He would
by His Holy Spirit touch all our hearts with a full sense of the blessed resnonsibil-
ities facing us in these days of great falling away and general corruption which have
come upon us like a deluge; and we pray Him, the Lord and Head of the Church, to grant
us the grace, as individual congregations and as a Conference, to use to the full all
His gifts among us and in us to His glory and to the furtherance of His blessed Church
everywhere to the salvation of immortal souls ~ our own and those of others - every-
where around the globe! To that end also, we urge our Conference at this Convention
to adopt a tract progfam whereby we will be able to prepare suitable materials for
tract distribution and thereby enable us to carry out our Savior's mission command
more effectively by means of the printed Word at home and abroad in all the world.

It has been well said: liission work is the life blood of the Church! If we
cease to do mission work in the local congregation and as a Conference, laymen and
pastors alike, we will sbagnate, In other words, that would mean that we will have
lost the Christian faith and we are then good for nothing but to be cast out, as our
Savior tells us, Matt, 5:13, "Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost
His savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to
be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men." The Lord graciously vpreserve us
from such a calamity every befalling any one of us! We contritely confess that if
He were to deal with us according to His strict justice, He would have to reject us
all forever as unworthy and unjust stewards over His vnossessions! Therefore, we seek
His pardon and sue for mercy at the throne of His grace in the saving name of Christ,
being assured that we will receive a favorable hearing, for He Himself has said: "Him
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out." John 6:37,
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Brethren, Jesus has purchased us with the priceless wnayment of His 33.
own precious blood, redeeming us from sin, death, devil, and hell; and He has
won for all of us forgiveness of sins, life and salvation! We now as the result
have the sure hope of eternal life! What a glorious heritage is ours! Freely it has
been offered and bestowed upon us by means of the preaching of the Gospel of Christ
which "is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth,"” Roman 1:16.
Oh, may we who have been so dearly purchased by His blood, embrace our Savior with a
living faith, rejoice in the salvation which He has brought us, and now as His willing
and consecrated messengers give Him in return, as an acceptable "whole" (Ps. 51:19)
offering, our believing hearts and sanctified lives, so that His saving Gospel may
be made known by us throughout the world!

As we face the future, then, let us joyfully heed our Savior'g call, Matt,
5:14ff,, "Ye are the light of the world, A city that is set on a hill camnot bhe hid,
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and
it giveth light unto all that are in the house," Oh, may our Savior by His Holy
Spirit make us all into blessed life-bestowing, light-giving candles of salvation
among the nations of the world, to the salvation of our own souls and to the saving
of countless other souls still walking in darkness and error! To that end may He,
please, give each and all of us grace to hold aloft the banner of the Gosvel in all
its saving truth and purity, and grant us also the grace then to follow His clarion
cry to us in these le2st corrunt times: "Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven® To that end

may He also bless your Christian resvonse to this report of vour Conmittee!
< + - 4

~WL e VUL YW A (SR L SIEN

Respectfully submitted,
Rev., E. L. Mehlberg, Chairman
Mr., K. Ahlmann

Mr., H. Bochmann
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REPORT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS COMMITTEE 3.

Our Lord has graciouslv permitted the members ofthe Sunday School Vaterials
Committee to carry their work ferward for another year, Two more months should “bring
to a completion the work of preparing two series of leaflets, homework sheets, and
memory course, All of our congregations have continued using the material. It 1is
the committee's hope that pastors, teachers, and children have found it both instruc-
tive and edifying.

Our Board has recommended that we continue making the new materials avail-
able to our congregations in its present mimeogranhed form, This would have the
value of: 1) greater return of the investmert alresady made in stencilsy 2) no large
outlay of funds at this time, and 3) continued time to make corrections and improve-
ments in the work before the change to printing. Our committee concurs in this
recommendation,

Almost all of our congregations hzve continued to support this work by re-~
gular contributions to the Sunday Schcool Fund so that a balance of over #5100 has
accrued., It is hoped that such supvort will continue during the coming year so that
the balance will grow and eventually enable us to underwrite the printing of our
materials,

Announcement about our Sunday School meterials hes been made in recent
issues of the Concordia Lutheran, with the result that several reauests for samnles
have been received and fillad. This convention will nced %o consider whether or not
it approves distribution of our materials to those outside cur Conference and, if so,
suggestions as tc pricing and methods of handling moneys received.

May the Lord continue to bless us in the carrying out of His command to
"feed My Lambs,”

Mr, Elfred P, Bloedel, Chairman
Rev., P. R. Bloedel

Mr, David T. Mensing

Mr, Victor K. Bloedel
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN UNION 35.

Dear Brethren:

Your Committee has during the past year made a number of
in the interest of Lutheran union.

The first of these came indirectly through Pastor Cordes and Pres, Mensing,
One was H, W, Vietmeier of Scribner, Nebraska, and Pastor T, Pederson of ILyon, Neb,
Testimony was given to both of these men regarding the imnortance of God-pleasing
unity, and the desire expressed on our part that our Conference would 1like to meet
with anyone who is sincerely interested in continuing in the old orthodox paths of
our fathers, Nothing further came of these contacts,

Other contacts came as a result of a notice which Pastor Cordes inserted in
his Minor Missourian publicatioh. A number of pastors recquested coples of the Brief
History of our Conference, but there were no further inocuiries from them after we e had
supplied them with that information.,

In harmmony with the Convention request of last year, your Committee contact~
ed Pastor McLaughlin and the pastors in fellowship with him, Dr, P, E, Kretzmann,

Paatnmrme T w Twd Alranrm amAd T N 173 Yarts mMmANAOT oy moaontine hatrmoan $ham and woe.
L QUL T dlg it g A LWDDUULE QLI Lee ) iV, \’VJ.-LU‘S-LHD’ LA )Vg-l—llé ﬂ .Lil("a V.L“E W C Ll U Nell QIng &L T

presentatives from their congregations and your Committee. They accented our
invitation to meet, and we then by letter proceeded to work toward a mutually agree-
able agenda for the first meeting, Your Committee requested the Board of Directors
at its October 9-10, 1962 meeting to give its assistance in working out & suitable
agenda for the proposed meeting. This was done and the following agenda for tis meet-
ing was drawn up:

"The Board agreed that we should not discuss together any matters of church
work which developed subsequent to the split, until those matters which
occasioned the break in fellowship have been completely adjudicated on the
basis of the facts, as these are set forth chiefly in the correspondence of
that time as documentary evidence, and in the light of Holy Serivture, If
that 1s accomplished, we would normally proceed thereafter with other mat~
ters as they developed chronologically,

Our agenda for the first meeting, therefore, would be:

1, To establish, on the basis stated above, the immediate cause of the
split: since we hold that the action of Dr, Kretzmamn with his adherents
wa.s the immediate cause and since, on the other hand, the groups with
which we propose and sincerely hope to meet holds us as having broken
fellowship with it,

2. To determine, on the same basis as stated above, whether the original
charge which had been brought against Dr, Kretzmann was valid or not,

Should these two points of the agenda be resolved, which may Ged graciously
grant, it should be mutually undersbood and agreed beforehand that we would
at a future meeting then procesed with other matters of controversy as they
developed between us chronologically,

The Board also believes that in the interest of equity and fatrness, the
two groups be limited to no more than six each. Our constituted committee
for such purposes as this consists of five members,"
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WWhen your Committee then contacted the Maclaughlin pgroup with this 36,
proposed agenda, it was flatly rejected by these men.

In spite of their refusal to meet with us on the basis of the agenda we
submitted, they expressed the desire, nevertheless, tc meet with us to discuss doc-
trinal differences in reference to the invisibls Church and the trus visible church.
Since such discussion would inveclve chiefly matters which developed subseguent to tne
split, and since they refused to take up with us those things which actually brought
about the split, we believed it was impossible to arrangs a God-pleasing meeting with
these men, This group continues to deny us the right to male reference to the cor-
respondence and other documentary evidence of that npericd in proof of the things
which were at issue, even thovgh the Lord requires us proterly to witness and to prove
such matters: 2 Cor. 13:1; 1 Thess, 5:21,

We would have been hanpy to make further overtures toward that groun if it
had been possible for us to find still another suvprcach which is in harmony with the
principles of Scripture and sound rezson. To date <there is no further progress to
report regarding this matter,

In the interest of further exnloring the possibilities of Iutheran unity
between us and other possible conservative Lutheran pastors, an invitation to a Free
Conference, to be held, the Lord willing, on Maordlay following our present Convention,
has recently been issued. The announcement appeared in the An»nril issue of our Con-
cordia ILutheran. The agenda for that Free Conference and also Guidelines appear in
the current May issue of our Concordia Intheran. We are nrayerfully hopeful that,
under the Lord's blessings, much good may come of this proposed endeavor.

Let us continue to make use of every vrover available means to draw Chris-
tians together on the bhasis of Gecd's ‘Jord in the trus unity of the OSpirit. And
meanwhile, let us Conference members continue earnestly to endeavor to keep the pre~
cious unity of the Spirit vwhich God has already wmercifully given wus, a uniiy which
has its basis alone on God's pure Word! To that end may we all work and pray, and to

that end may the Lord graciously bless us all that His name may be haliowed among us,
His kingdom come, and His will be donel Amen.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. E. L. Fehlberg, Chairman
Rev. 0. W, Schaefer

'r, Victor Bloedel

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1963 Convention Proceedings Concordia LutheranConference (CLC)

REPORT OF THE EDITORTAL COMMITTEE 37.

Dear Brethren:
The Constitution of our Conference states very explicitly the real object
of our church periodical in point 6 under Article ITI. "The mnublication and distri-
bution of orthodox religious books, periodicals, and other literature far the promotion

of the true faith," Recognizing this responsibility your Editorial Staff has endeav-

ored, by God's gracious help, to promote the true faith in the Concordia Imtheran.
It is our fervent prayer that the articles ovrove to be edifying to everyone, confirm-
ing the faith of those who are already contiruing in the Word, bringing the erring
back to the Truth, and serving as a means of endightening those who sit in spiritual

darkness,

Pastor Bloedel assumed the task of pringing our Concordia Lutheran after he was able

to acquire the necessary printing equirment. We are confident that the members of
our Conference recognize and appreciate the excellent printing job which Pastor
Bloedel produces month after month,

Vle attempt to keep the articles timelv and at the same time maintain a pro-
per balance between the devotional and polemical articles, At times it is extremely
difficult to do this when we lack the necessary supply of articles. Porhaps sore-of
you feel that we should have more news-items from our local congregations, In order
to do this we must depend upon you to send us such items which would be of interest
to the Conference, Incidentally, our printer has requested that all articles submit-
ted for publication should be double-spaced!

Constructive criticism and suggestions to improve our Concordia Lutheran,

plus the willingness to place one'!s talents at the feet of the Lord of the Church in
promoting the true faith through the pages of this magazine, are always welcome,
Resnectfully submitted,

Rev. 4. L. Natterer, Editor
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PROPOSED TRACT PHOGEAM FOR THE CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 38.

Tracts for distribution: "The Bible and Your Salvation.!
"Our Curse Removed,!
"Christian Giving and the Bible,!

Studied and revised at the West Coast Pastors! Conference in Seattle Nov,
5-6, 1962, Revised again Mov. 13th by Rev. Cordes. Revised again at .the May 1963
West Coast Pastors! Conference,

Presently the name of the West Coast Conference tract nrogram is "Scriptur-~
al Publications,"

L. PURPOSE

To apuvly the Vord of God in all its rurity to all oproblems of faith and
life, To let the world know our doctrine. At our l'ilwaukee convention in 1962, "it
was resolved that we as a Conference and as individual pastors and congregations nub-
licize to the best of our ability our existence and our adherence to the true
teachings of the Vord of God,"

To give the orthodox Christians cutside our fellowshinp the onwvortunity to
find us and come into our fellowship.

To permit our Lord to use us as a salt and a light (Matthew 5:13-16) to the
heterodox and unbelievers outside our fellowship.

To make it easier for our own orthodox Christians to share the pure Word of
God with others, as they are commanded. "But sanctify the Lord God in vour hearts:
and be ready alwayvs to give an answer to every man that asketh Yyou a reason of the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear." 1 Pet, 3:15, See Col. L:63; 1 Pet, 2:9,

Each member should have his own tract distribution program and send or give
the tracts to his own unchurched relativ:s and friends and those outside our fellow-
ship who are interested. Then when such prospects become more interested, the lay
Christian can refer them to the pastors of the Conference for further instruction.

To give the Lord the opportunity to keep the pure Word of God among us and
our children for as long as nossible, '"Now I beseech you, brethren, bv the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all sveak the same thing, and that there be no divi-
sions among youj; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind-and in the
same judgment." 1 Cor, 1:10, '"Blessed are ther that hexr the liord of God, and keep
it." Iuke 11:28,

II. FORMAT
A, Vriting Format. 1. General Considerations,

Lach tract should apply Law and Gosnel correctly. It should bhe Scrintural-
ly sound, clear, to the point, in everyday idiorm, containing short rather than long
sentences, simple enough for the average reader, no matter how old. Original authors
may test the tract on older people, young veople, etc., in the congregation or even
in the community if possible,

Only the clearest passages should be cuoted, with the locations of the pas-
sage in the text of the tract,

The original author should keep in mind his readers, i.e,, whether they are
orthodox or heterodox Christians. or unbhelievers nrimarily

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1963 Convention Proceedings Concordia LutheranConference (CLC)

Since the tract should represent the "public doctrine!" of the entire 39,
Conference, no personal name should appear on the tract,

2. Tract Composition.
A. The tract chairman shall assign tract topics to fellow pastors and/or laymen
through their pastors,

B. The author shall mail the tract chaimman clear triplicate cories of his composi~
tion to be sent to the review committee.

C. The tract will be edited by the committee according to the following rules:

1. Scripture must always be upheld.

2. Where doctrine is not involved but only a choice of words, the majority shall
decide.

3, If one objects for conscience or Scriptural reasons, the tract shall not be
printed until the matter has been adiudicated in a God nleasing manner.

4. If possible, the tract may be tsken care of in the above manner through the
mail. Red letter corrections are imperative (See point 3). Other corrections
are left to the discretion of the tract chairman,

D. The tract chairman shall proofrezd the gslleys.
B. Printing Format.

If the tract program is adopted, the crest of the CONCORDIA ILUTHERAN CON-
FERENCE shall appear in a prominent place on the tract.

On the bottom of the back page, the following words will be printed: "Con-
cordia Lutheran Conference, For samples of other tracts and prices write....... (or
some similar wording), Share Me,!

III. OFFICERS (Tract Committee)

A, Tract Chairman.
1. The tract chairman shall be anpointed by the president of the Conference for
a two year period.
2. Duties:
a. To inaugurate and promote the "purnoses' set forth under part I,
b. To conduct the meetings of the review committee,
¢c. To solicit and encourage particimation from the Brethren in prevaration
of tracts.
To advertise and encourage the prover vse of tracts,
this committee to the

o

To submit regular reports concerning the work of
Board of Directors! meetines and each convention,

[]

B. Review Committee,
1. The review committee will be the pastoral members of the Editorial Committee
of the CONCORDIA LUTHERAN,

2. Duties:

a. To give brotherly assistance and council to the chairman of the Tract
Committee.

b. To review all tracts submitted to them by the chairman.
c. To be responsible for the doctrinal content of the tracts,

C. Tract Committee Treasurer shall be the business manager of the Concordia Iutheran.

Additional notes: Each tract would be vrinted bv editions, Corrections ang
improvements should be sutmitted to the tract chairmaen before the ovrinting of the
next edition.
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE

Anmual Financial Summary: June, 1962, through May, 1963
GENERAL SEMINAEY

Cash on hand, June 1, 1962 $
RECEIPTS FOR THE YEAR:
Christ, Milwaukee
Peace, Tinley Park
St. John's, Lebanon
St. Luke's, Seattle
St. Paul's, Empire

St. Stephen's, Wilmot
Donations

Seminary graduation
Convention service

C. L. balance
Interest

Total receipts
Total cash available &

EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR:

Missions: St, Luke's $
C. L. Printing
Professor's salary
Travel

Telephone

Seminary supplies

S. S. expenses
Periodical subscriptions
Convention expenses
Conference stationery
Proceedings
Miscellaneous

Total expenditures
Balance, May 31, 1963 &

FUND
368,41 %

186.00
492.00
344,15
LL9.41
358.75
681,92

33.08
114.13

265944
3027,.88 %

1020, 80
1040,00

205,01
134.72

36.00
64.19
42,08
L 34
73.15

2660,29
367.59 &

# Paid on loam (Balance owing: [i300,00)

FUND
140.41

300, 00¥%

300.70
346.00
405.00
44,32
1262,40
25.00
38.75

3‘-'2‘9 . 59

3569.59

3600.00

16,91

3616,91

4L7.32
DEFICIT

SUNDAY-
SCHOOL

$ 15,76

60.00
120,00
65.00
65.00
1.00
78,00

3 !':7: . OO
$ LOL.T76

291.60

291,60

$ 113.16
Mr, Elfred

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE

EQUALI-
ZATION

&  0.00

20.00
36.60

16.90

27,00
51.90

152,40
$ 152,40

0,00

40,

TOTAL

$ 524,61

566,00
949.30
755,15
936.31
1131.07
2074.22
25,00
38.75
33,08
114.13

6630, 02
% 7154.63

6568, 80

$ 152,40 & 585,83

P, Bloedel,

Treasurer

Having examined the books of our Conference treasurer, Elfred Bloedel, we

are happy to report that we have found them to be in good order.

various funds are such as are reported in the financial revort.
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Financial Report of the Concordia ILutheran
For Fiscal Year June 1, 1962 - May 31, 1953

Total Cash Receints for fiscal 1period ....eeveeesss 3 245,50

Total Cash on Hand ........... Ceeerees ceeeseveesaes 245,50
Less Total Cash Payments ......... Cheeeeeanae cesees 125,89
Total Cash on Hand lay 31, 1963 ....... ceesiaeeeess 0 119,61

Subscrintion Statistics

New Subscriptions .....ccvvvveenen.. Ceeeeraan cereeseeaas 15
Renewals ............. ceeieaaas e et et s 73
Transferred subscriptions ........ cesesessresuseecseansa 37
Active subscribers June 1, 1963 ....... Cereeiieeaes ceee. 116
Complimentary subscrintions .............. tesearerscaces 9

Fesrectfully submitted,

Concordia LutheranConference (CLC)

L1.

Fr, Martin R, Luedtke, Business Manager

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COi?'ITTEE

books of t
have found
The Auditing Committee

Rev, 1., L, Natterer
lir. John Dirksen
Mr. Paul Luedtke

REPORT OF THE BUDGET COMMITTEE

Missions & v v ¢ o ¢« o ¢« o « « o $ 20,0,00
Co L. Printing . . . . . . . . . 112,,00
Travel . . v v o v 4 4 o o ¢ o o 300.00
Televhone . . « « v v o o « o o & 140.C0

1963 Proceedings . . . .. . . . 40.C0O
Periodical Subscriptions . . . . 36.00
Contingencies . . . . . . . . . . 50.C0
Idscellaneous . . . & v 4 &+ 4 . . 100,00
Professor's Salary . . .. .. . 3000.00
Seminary Supplies . . . . . « . . 25.C0

B .

Total . v v v ¢« o o o . & 6855,00

Rev, A, J. Cordes, Chairman
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THE PROPOSED BY-LAW CONSIDERZD BY THE CONVENTION L2,
As By-law no, 5, PARTICULARS REGARDING MEMORIALS

A, lMemorials to be laid before a convention shall be sent to the President and the
Vice~president, in writing, no later than two months before the time of convention,

B. No memorials shall be presented to the convention by individuals themselves or
groups within a congregation, but such individuals or grouns, desiring to lay
memorials before a convention, shall do so through and with their congregation.

C. The President shall present to the convention all memorials submittéd tohim unless
he is convinced that they digress from either the doctrinal position or the order-
ly procedure already set forth in the Constitution. His decision regarding the
withholding of any memorial, together with his reasons therefor, shall be submitt-
ed, as a matter of procedure, to the majority vote of the convention. Whenr
contemnlatlng any such withhol d¢ng of a memorial, the President shall, if possible,
first consult the Board of Directors for its adv1ce.

MEMORIALS CONSIDERED BY THE CONVENTION

1. Parochial School Teacher Training

"WHEREAS, by insp 1rat10n, Yoses commanded, 'And these words, which I command thee
this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt t ach thnm diligently wunto thy

children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up,! Deut,6:6-7,

WHEREAS, parents also in the New Testament have been commanded, !'And, ye fathers,
provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord,' Eph. 6:4.

WHEREAS, the elements of religion such as Bible reading and prayers are being con-
sidered more and more necessary in the public schools;

WHEREAS, our children even now are being subjected to the temptation of unionism
in baccalaureate services and even in Christmas services and also in the matter of
school dances;

WHEREAS, our children should learn to interpret history and all the secular sub-
jects in the light of God's clear ¥Word;

WHEREAS, the Concordia Lutheran Conference has not yet set down the processes and
program which young people may follow who wish to serve their Savior by teaching
children in a parochial school;

BB IT RESOLVED that at this convention a cormittee be avpointed bv the chairman of
the convention which shall present to our congregations and pastors a vprogram of
Parochial Teacher Training which is feasible considering the size of our Confer—
ence and finances presently available for such a program."

December 2, 1962 ST, PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Empire, Oregon

Yr. Ted D. Fischer, Secretary
Rev, A, J. Cordes
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2. An Invitation to lay Christians who wish to obey Romans 16: 17-18, L3,

W/HEREAS, it is reasonable to assume, according to the account of the 7,000 in
Israel who had not 'bowed unto Baal,! 1 Kimgs 19:18, that there may be individual
families in heterodox denominations who wish to obey Romens 16: 17-18 as we, by
God's grace, have done;

WHEREAS, we, the Concordia lutheran Conference, do not at the present time have a
procedure to follow when and if by God's grace such families who are too far from
a local congregation wish to come into our fellowship and place themselves under
the precious blessing of the pure Word of God which we enjoy;

BE IT RESOLVED, that this 1963 convention request the Boardaf Directors to devise
guidelines for the local pastors and congregations who may, God willing, be ap-
proached by those seeking the purity of God's llord;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this 1963 convention declare that such a“nrocedure be
publicized in the CONCORDIA ILUTHERAN %o our readers from time to time, so that any
orthodox layman may know that separstion from his former heterodox congregation

and church body will not leave him alone in the worlds’

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these Guidelines be mede available, where needed,
and that the 196/ convention review them for necessarv amendment and for final
adoption,

February 4, 1963 ST. PAUL?S IUTHERAN CHURCH
Empire, Oregon

Yr, Ted D, Fischer, Secretary

Rev, A, J, Cordes, Pastor

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REGISTRATION AND EXCUSES
There were 15 delegates in attendance: six pastors and nine laymen.
There were 31 visitors present, with 14 women and teenagers as observers.,
The Cormittee recommends that one lay delegate from !Milwaukee and 2 lap

delegates from Wilmot be excused full time for valid reasons,

Respectfully submitted,
Rev., A, J. Cordes, Chairman
¥Mr. E, Bloedel

lr. P, Hinman
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1.

l&.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS NG

WHEREAS there has been widespread turbulence in this country with regard to racial
relations, and

WHEREAS in many areas the Negro people are being badly misled into conduct which
constitutes additional danger to their immortal souls and which is not in
accord with Scrintural principles,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that our Conference do everything it can, under God, to
bring the pure Gosrel also to the colored races represented in America and
elsewhere, asking the Lord's gracious blessings on that phase of our Lord's
general mission command, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we commend Julius Schmitt, c.r.m., for his work thus
far in this field and encourage him to continue with the personal mission
contacts which he is making among the Negroes of l'ilwaukee under the aus~
pices of Christ Lutheran Church, imploring the Lord's gracious blessing on
him and his efforts, and that we urge all our congregations, in Christian
love, to continue keeping their doors open to people of all races,

WHEREAS by God's grace the CONCORDIA IUTHERAN has been faithfully mublished by the
Editorial Committee of our Conference again this past fiscal year, and

WHEREAS the number of pages in each issue has been increased from twelve to ®ix-
teen without additional cost to the Conference, making it possible to
provide substantially more edifying material for its readers,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED thet the 1963 Convention express its heartfelt gratitude
to the Zditorial Committee for its consistently faithful 1labors and for
continuing to publish a sixteen-page periodical, and that we nray the Lord
of the Church to continue to grant His gracious blessing to this endeavor,
to the furtherance of His kingdom among us.

- -

WHEREAS the resolution concerning the acceptance of Christ Congregationts nledge
of fifty dollars toward the sunport of their pastor, who is also instruc-
tor in our Seminary, does not conflict with the spirit of the VMilwaukee
Plan as adopted in 1959, and

WHEREAS this congregation's concern for the Scrivtural principle regarding the
support of the ministrv is to be commended, and

WHEREAS it is the desire of this congregation to relieve the Conference of some of
the financial burden involved in providing their nastor's salary,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we exvress our sincere appreciation and gratitude in
the Lord to these brethren, mand that we recognize our current share of the
support of the pastor-instructor to be two-hundred fifty dollars ner month,

WHEREAS St. ILuke's Congregation in Seattle has requested a subsidy of 170.00 to
be used to supplement the $210.00 which this congregation has determined
to set aside for the monthly support of its pastor, and

WHEREAS this total amount would make it vpossible for the pastor to be relieved of
his secular work and to devote full time to the officeof the ministry, and

WHEREAS the purpose of this request is in full harmony with the ordinance of God
in 1 Corinthians 9:14 and Galatians 6:6-7,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this recuest for subsidy be presented by referendum
to the congregations of our Conference for their brotherly consideration-
and prompt action, and that the total amount determihed by this referendum,
if less than the requested amount, be used by the Conference as a subsidy
for Seattle for the next fiscal year, and

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1963 Convention Proceedings Concordia LutheranConference (CLC)

5.

7.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as additional funds are needed for the continued 45,
operation of our Semlnary, also this need be presented in the refer-
endum to our congregations for their consideration and approvriate action,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that forms be supplied by the treasurer to te sent to the
congregations of our Conference in conjunction with this referendum in or-
der to provide them with the full financial picture, to help them
facilitate their decision in this matter, and to provide a convenient

KL oLV Ll gL Lol alis LY = a2 e L

method of financial tabulation for our treasurer,

- o

WHEREAS it was requested in a memorial from St. Paul's Congregation of Emvire,
Oregon, that at this convention a committee be appointed by the chairman
of the convention which shall present to our congregations and pastors a
program of Parochial Teacher Training which is feasible considering the
size of our Conference and finances presently available for such a program,
and

WHEREAS our Conference in convention assembled recoenizes the importance of a
thorough Christian education for children and, snecifically, the importance
of a properly organized and maintained parochial school system, and

WHEREAS our Conference is at present greatly limited in its financial ability,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Committee on Theological FEducation be recuested
to study the possibilities of having parochial school teacher training a-
vailable to us in connection with our Seminary and in conjunction with the
Board of Directors and that this committee also work out practicable sug-
gestions to present to our 1964 convention, and

BE IT FURTHER RESCLVED that this Cormittee consider submitting for nmublication in
the CONCORDIA IUTHERAN articles for high school students, encouraging them
to consider secular training in an accredited normal school with a view
toward subsequent Christian training preparatory to +teaching in future
parochial schools in our Conference.

WHEREAS in Secripture we are cormmanded not onlv to abstain from religious work and
worship with those who profess and practiee that which is contrary to
the Scriptures (Rom, 16:17), but we are also warned against avoiding, for
fleshly reasons, those who share our Christian faith and convictions
(1 Cor. 1:10~13), and

WHEREAS we are obligated to search for those who are 1like-minded and to do all
that we can to find those with whom we are in agreement in all points of
Scripture doctrine and practice that we might mutually exercise that God-
given unity of the Spirit by the joint performance of those things which

lard v o aviand +ha Savriawle Twn An e nA 3
L0514y anu exXient une osavilor's ningachn among us ang in +he !v’Or-‘A’ u&xd

WHEREAS our Conference feels that a Bible-based free conference with conservative
Iutheran pastors will be a significant step forward toward the achievement
of such God-pleasing unity,

THEREFORE BE IT RESCLVED that we extend our heartfelt thanks to the Lebanon Con-
gregation, Pastors M. L. Natterer and P. R. Bleedel for the printing and
mailing of the Guidelines, invitations, and publicity for this conference,

WHEREAS Mrs, Martin Luedtke of St., Iuket!s Lutheran Church, Seattle offered her
services of typing and duplicating materials for the Conference in this
convention assembled, and ’

WHEREAS her services were utilized by committees and individuals of our Conference,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we thank VMrs. Luedtke for her generositv in making

this service available and, thereby, helping to facilitate Conference business,

-~
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8.

9.

10.

WHEREAS St. John's Lutheran Church of Lebanon has shown itself to be a most L6,
gracious host to our convention, and

WHEREAS the members of this congregation have contributed abundantlv of their time
labor, and money, and have demonstrated genuine Christian hosnitality in
making the stay of the delegates and visitors to this convention a pleas~
ant and enjoyable experience, and

WHEREAS St., Luke's Congregation of Seattle and St, Paul's Congregation of Empire

+ 1.

Lil

an 3 At o and brotherly cooveration ¢
have also rendered financial assistance Q. OIOLNeriy <ooperacion wo

sister congregation in Lebanon,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we express our gratitude to the pastors and members
of these congregations for all that they have done to make our convention
a success and to contribute to our spiritual edification and our physical
comfort.

1eir

WHEREAS Mr. Julius Schmitt, c.r.m., together with members of Christ Congregation,
Milwaukee, provided our Conference with fine mimeographed covries of our
Proceedings of the Twelfth Anmual Convention of our Conference, and

WHEREAS this work requires hours of painstaking labor,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we heartily thank Mr. Schmitt and the members of
Christ Congregation for their work and beseech the Lord to bless them rich-
ly for their labor of love in our behzlf,

o g w

-

WHEREAS the laymen's representation at this convention was particularly gratifying,
and

WHEREAS the layman's responsibility and cooperation in the work of our Conference
is carefully outlined in our Constitution as vitally necessary to the ner-
formance of the Lord's will and the furtherance of His Kingdom among us.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we recognige this increased delegate attendance over
our last year's convention with all praise and glory to Jesus, our Savior,
the Lord and Head of the Church, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we look forward to even more complete representation
at our next anmial convention so that the work of the Lord be not hindered
among us, but that His good and gracious will may be carried out through
us in an ever-increasing measure.

"Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee, Who from the
heavens the streams of His mercy doth send thee, Ponder anew What the Almighty
can do, Who with His love doth befriend thee! Amen.,"
Respectfully submitted,
Rev. P. R. Bloedel
Mr, David T. Mensing

Mr. Wm. Peters
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MINUTES OF THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION L7,
Concordia Iumtheran Conference
Held at St.John's Lutheran Church
Lebanon, Oregon June 21-22, 1963

The Thirteenth Annual Convention of the Concordia Iutheran Conference began
on Friday, June 21, 1963, at 9:30 a.,m, with a divine service in which President Mens-
ing preached on 1 Peter 1:13-19, Pastor M, L, Natterer served as 1liturgist. The
offering was received for the General Fund of the Conference treasury.

President Mensing officially opened the fifist session of the convention at
11:15 a.m., He presented first the agenda, and it was adopted.

Pastor A, J. Cordes presented a brief revort of the Excuse Committee which
showed that 15 delegates and 11 visitors were registered so far,

The Credentials Committee, Pastor Schaefer revorting, prresented its renort
which showed that pastors and lay delegates were present from the following member<
congregations: Peace, Tinley Park, Il1l,; St, Luke's, Seattle, Washingtonj St, Paul's,
Empire, Oregon; and St. John's, Lebanon, Cregon. The following member-congregation
was represented by pastor and one lay delegate: Christ, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, The
following member-congregation was represented bv pastor only: St, Stevhen's, Wilmot,
S. D. The motion was carried that these pastors and lay delegates be officially
seated at this convention,

President Mensing then read his Annual Revort. The motion was carried to
accept this report subject to the report of the Review Committee and to exvress sin-
cere thanks to our President for his faithful labors during the past year., The Vice-
president then appointed the following to serve as a Committee to review the Anmual
Report of the President: Pastor &, J. Cordes, Mr, T, Fischer, and ¥r, Wm. Peters,

The brief report of the Press Committee was accevted which indicated that
through the local pastor publicity was being given concerning our convention in two
local newspapers: The Albany Democrat-Herald and the Lebanon Express,

The noon hour followed, .
FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION -~ JUNE 21, 1963

This session began at 1l:15 p.m. with the singing of hymn 17, the reading of
1 Chronicleg 16: 7-36, a prayer by Pastor Paul Bloedel, and hymn 28,

Pastor E, L. Mehlberg then began the reading of his essay (originally writ-
ten by Dr. F. Pieper)entitled "The Doctrine of Church Govermment.'" He completed the
section on "The Church.," Discussion followed on this rortion.

Proposed By-law no, 5 on "Papticulars Rggarding Iemorials" was then read
together with the recommendation of the Board that the 1last paragraph be omitted,
After discussion the motion was carried to accept the Board!s recommendation and adont
this By-law to read as follows:

PARTICULARS REGARDING MEMORTALS

A, Memorials to be laid before a convention shall be sent to the President
and the Vice-president, in writing, no later than two months before the
time of convention,

B. No memorials shall be vpresented to the convention by individuals them--
selves or groups within a congregation, but such individuals or grouvs,
desiring to lay memorials before a convention, shall do so through and
with their congregation.
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The Board recommendation on the re-wording of paragravh VII of the L8,
Mission Guidelines was renad and discussed next. The motion was carried to ac-~
cept the recommendation of the Board with the amendment that the word "missionaries”
be changed to "pastors of subsidized congregations." The paragravh now reads as fol-
lows:

"Seriptural Guidelines for Salary.

The Scriptural basis of salary for pastors of subsidized congre-~
gations is, of course, the same as for any other pastors, namely:

1) faithful service, Luke 10:7.

2) personal and family needs, including prevailing cost of living,
1 Timothy 5:8.

3) average living conditions of the mbmbers served. Gal. 6:6-7."

A brief recess followed,

The motion was carried that because of certain local circumstances the Sat-
urday afternoon session be adjourned at 4:15 p.m. with supper scheduled for 4:30 p.m.
and that another session be held from 5:30 - 6:30 p,m,

The Nominating Committee now prepared ballots for election,

The following were nomjnated for PRESTDENT: H, D. Mensing, M. L. Natterer,
and O, W, Schaefer., Elected: H. D, iensing.

The following were nominated for VICE~PRESIDENT: E. L. Yehlberg, V. L.
Natterer, and O, W, Schaefer. Elected: E. L. IMehlberg.

The following were nominated for SECRETARY; O, W, Schaefer and M, L, Mat-
terer. Elected: 0. W, Schaefer.

The following were nominated for TREASURER: E, Bloedel, Walter Fischer and
John Dirksen, Elected: E, Bloedel.

The following were nominated for BOARD-MIMBER-AT-IARGE: Llovd Martin, “al-
ter Fischer, and Paul Luedtke, Elected: Lloyd Fartin of Tinley Park, Illinois.

At this point President lensing snoke a few words with regard to his re-
election. He stated that he feels his own littleness and his need to ask divine
pardon for all his sins. But he also pointed out that he 1is aware of God's promise
to make us able to serve Him, and so he accents the re-election and nledees in Jesus!
name to be our servant and brother for the Lord'!'s sake.

Mr, E. Bloedel gave the revort of the Treasurer. He commended the congre-~
gations for their cooperation and fine performance in Conference giving in the vast,
This affords every reason to praise God and is an incentive for future efforts in the

~ easurer was divided into Ffour parts:
Lord's work., The report of the Treasurer was divided into four parts:

1) contributions for the fiscal year
2) a comparison of giving during the past three years

3) expected and actual averare monthly contributions
L) budget and actual expenses; planning sheet for new budget.

The motion was carried to accept this revort subject to audit with aporeciation for
the fine additional work which our treasurer goes to in order to make these renorts
interesting and stimulating,

The following slates were presented for the COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS:

Slate I Slate IT
Rev, E, L. lehlberg Rev., A, J. Cordes
Mr, XK. Ahlmann Mr. Henry Fischer
Mr, Henry Bochmann Ur, Alvin Greiner

Elected: Slate II,
The following were nominated for LAY MEMBER on the COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN
UNION: Victor Bloedel and David Yensing., Elected: V. Bl

Electe V. Bloedel.
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The following slates were presented for the COMMITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL 49,
EDUCATION:

Slate 1 Slate 1T Slate III
Rev. M. L, Natterer Rev, P, Bloedel Rev, 0, W, Schaefer
Rev, 0, W, Schaefer Rev, A, J, Cordes Rev, M., L., Natterer
Mr. Elmber Frerichs Mr, Walter Fischer Mr, Edmer Frerichs
M:~, David Mensing Mr, Henry Reil Mr, David lMensing

Flected: Slate III.

The motion was carried that we recognize the Committee on  Sunday School
materials as an appointed committee according to Article IX of our Constitution. The
President then appointed the same Committee to serve for the coming year: Vp, E,
Bloedel, Rev, Paul Bloedel, lir, David liensing, and !'r, Victor Bloedel.

The following slates were presented for the EDITORTIAL COMMITTEE:

Slate 1 Slate II
Rev, M., L, Natterer Rev, H..D..lensing
Rev, P. Bloedel Rev, E, L, Mehlberg
Mr, Martin Iuedtke Mr, Martin Iuedtke

Elected: Slate I.

Thermotion was carried to rake the elections unanimous, and the Nominating
Committee was thanked for its efficient work at this convention,

The motion was carried to have an evening session from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

The supper hour
FRIDAY EVENING SESSION -~ JUNE 21, 1963

This session began at 6:45 p.m,

Mr, Elfred Bloedel presented to the convention an Analvsis of the Operating
Costs of Christ Lutheran Church under the Milwaukee Seminary Plan, The motions was
carried to accept this report with appreciation for his thoughtfulness in drawing up
and presenting it to the delegates.

Pastor E, L. Mehlberg then read the report of the Committee on Iutheran
Union, Discussion followed, The motion was carried to accept this revort with thanks,

The report of the Editorial Committee was read by Pastor Natterer. The mo=-
tion was carried to accept this report with thanks to the Conmittee for its fine work
in the past, The report of the Business lianager of the Concordia Iutheran was read
by Mr, Martin Luedtke. In this connection the matter of the 4% sales tax in Washing-
ton, as it affects the printing cost of the C. L., was discussed, The motion was
carried to accept this report with gratefulness, There was some discussion of the
C. L, subsidy in light of the fact that the printing of a 16 page issue has continued
throughout the year, Then the motion was carried to lay before the Resolutions Com-
mittee the matter of possibly increasing the subsidy of the Cormrdia Lutheran because
of the fact that the Editorial Committee is maintaining a 16 page issue

Adjournment followed at 8:45 p.m.
SATURDAY MORNING SESSION - JUNE 22, 1963

This session began at 9 a,m. with the singing of hymn 360 and the reading
of Isaiah 6l and a prayer by Pastor Matterer,

The minutes of the Friday session were read and adopted,

Pastor lehlberg continued the reading of the essay and covered the mortion
entitled "Hyman Systems vm, Divine Government." Discussion followed.

The report of the Auditing Committee was given by Mr, Paul Iuedtke., It
found the records of the Treasurer and of the Business Manager of the C. L, in good
order. The motion was carried to accept this report,

The report of the Committee on Missions was given by Pastor lehlberg,
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A brief recess followed, 50,

Pastor Bloedel then gave an interest report concerning his congregation in
Seattle and mission work in that area., He spoke on the matter of services, instruc-
tion classes, Sunday School, and voters! meetings., He pointed out that an evangelism
program has been startéd, that the harvest is plenteous, but the laborers few and a-
ware of their shortcomings, and that of all the peovle contacted 1/3 were unchurched,
He urged all to pray for mission work, to render personal service, and to give finan-
cial help as the Lord has prospered us.

Discussion now centered on the report of the Committee on Missions with
special attention to the matter of the Seattle subsidy, since St., Iuke's congregation
is requesting Conference help in the amount of (170,00 ver month for the coming fis-
cal year, In the discussion it was clear that there was a willingness on the part of
the delegates to aid in this matter., As to the vossibility of an amalgamation of the
three West Coast congregations, only one congregation indicated that it had ever dis-
cussed this matter, but felt that it might be necessary for consideration in years to
come,

The noon hour followed.
SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION -~ JUNE 22, 1963
This session began with a devotion led by Pastor A, J, Cordes.

Disdussion continued on the matter of the Seattle subsidy. The motion was
carried that the explanation of St, Luke's recuest for financial help be entered into
the report of the Committee on Missions, namely, that this congregation nlans to con~
tribute toward its pastor's salary 5210 per month and requests an additional %170 per
month from the Conference for a total salary figure of )380 per month, The motion
was carried to accept with thanks the report of the Committee on Missions as correct-
ed together with the interest report of Pastor Bloedel.

The report of the Committee on Theological Education was read by Pastor
Natterer. Pastor Mehlberg then gave the revort of the Seminary instructor, The mo-
tion was carried to accept both revorts with appreciation and gratitude,

The motion was carried to accept the provosazl of Christ Iutheran Church,
Milwaukee, with reference to the Seminary, with thanks to the Lord for granting the
members of that congregation such nrogress, This church will from now on pay 50,00
per montly toward Pastor Mehlberg's salary, thus reducing the amount of salary to be
raised by the Conference to $250 per month,

A brief recess followed,

The motion was carried that the Milwaukee Plan be turned over to the Reso~
lutions Committee for re-stidy to determine whether a revision is necessarvy in 1light
of the action just taken by this convention.

Mr. E, Bloedel presented An Analysis of Contemplated Monthly Budget Needs
for 1963-64 on both the Seminary and General Funds. The motion was carried that the
Resolutions Committee draw up a resolution concerning a referendum among our congre~
gations regarding the Seattle subsidy request and the Seminary,

The report of the Committee on Sunday School materials was read by Mr, E,
Bloedel, The motion was carried to accept this remort with thanks to the Committee
for its very efficient work in the past, The motion was carried to adoot the recom—~
mendation of the Committee to continue using our Sunday School materials in their
present mimeogravhed form for another two years. As to the distributing of our Sun-
day School materials outside of our Conference, as advertised through the Concordia
Lutheran, the motion was carried that we make them available to anyone and everyone
and advertise this fact and that the matter of nrices, the handling of such moneys,
possible copyrighting, and other business problems be left in the hands of the Com-
mittee,

Memorial no, 1 on "Parochial School Teacher Training," submitted by St,
Paul's Lutheran Church, Empire, Oregon, was read by Pastor Cordes,

The supper hour followed.
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SATURDAY EVENING SESSION - JUNE 22, 1963 51,

This session began at 5:40 p.m,

The motion was carried to refer Memorial no, 1 to the Resolutions Committee
for a reselution as to its disposition.

Memorial no. 2 on "An Invitation to Lay Christians who wish to obey Romans
16:17-18," submitted by St. Paul'ls Lutheran Church, Empire, Oregm, was read by Pastor
Cordes, (Both memorials from this congregation will be found elsewhere in the Pro-
ceedings.) After making a revision and an addition, the convention passes the motion
to adopt Memorial no, 2 as amended.

The Tract Program Proposal as prepared and revised by the West Coast Pas-
tors! Conference was read by Pastor Cordes. Several sample tracts were distributed
to the del=sgates and studied., The motion was carried at this point to extend this
session to 7 p.m. The mction was carried to adopt the Tract Program Pronosal with
the amendment to section III to read as follows: "C, The Tract Committee Treasurer
shall be the Business Manager of the Concordia Iutheran," President Mensing then ap~
pointed Pastor A, J. Cordes as Tract Chairman and wished him God's richest blessings.
Pastor Cordes asked for the prayers of all uvon this imnortant work in our Conference,

The initial report of the Budget Committee was given at this time, The nro-
posed budget for 1963-64 totals $6,855.00, The motion was carried to accent this
preliminary report. The motion was alsc carried that the Conference take on the pay-
ment of the 4% sales tax in Washington required in the printing cost of the Concordia
Lutheran.

Adjourmnment at 7 p.m, with the singing of the Common Doxology.

SUNDAY MORNING -~ JUNE 23, 1963

In the convention communion service at 10 a.m. Pastor 0O, W. Schaefer of
Wilmot, South Dakota, preached the sermon on 1 John 4:1-10, The host nastor served
as liturgist., The offering was used to help defray the local congregation's conven-
tion expenses,

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION ~ JUNE 23, 1963

This session began at 2 p.m. with the singing of hymn 262 and the reading
of Ps., 46 and a prayer by Pastor lMehlberg.

The minutes of the Saturday sessions were read and accented.

Pastor Mehlberg completed the reading of the essav with the third portion
entitled "Government of the Word alone in Practice." Discussion followed, The mo-
tion was carried to accept this essay with thanks to the essavist for bringing it to
the attention of the Conference.

The report of the Committee to review the President's Anmial Renort was-
given by Pastor Cordes, It found the Report to be factual, edifying, and instructive,
and it also expressed thanks to God for granting our President health and the ability
faithfully to carry out his work and extended gratitude to him for all that he has
done, by God's grace, on behalf of our Conference., This revort was adopted.

A brief recess followed,

The Committee on Resolutions presented ten resolutions at this time. (They
are given in detail on other pages of the Proceedings.)

The first resolution encouraged the Conference to do all it can, under God,
to bring the pure Gospel also to the colored races in America and elsewhere, cormend-
ed Candidate Julius Schmitt for his work in this field thus far and urged him to
continue making personal mission contacts among the Negroes in Milwaukee under the
auspices of Christ Iutheran Church, and urged all our congregations in Christian love
to continue keeping their doors open to peovnle of all races. This was adooted,

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1963 Convention Proceedings Concordia LutheranConference (CLC)

The second resolution gratefully commended the Editorial Committee 52.
for its faithful labors and for contimuing to publish a lb-page issue. This
was adopted,

The third resolution expressed gratitude to the Lord that Christ ILutheran
Church, Milwaukee, has pledged ;50 a month toward the support of its pastor, thus
leaving the Conference's share of the support of the pastor-instructor at $250 per
month, This was adopted,

The fourth resolution concerning a referendum among our congregations on
the Seattle subsidy request and Seminary needs was recormitted to the Committee for
partial rewording and additions.

The fifth resolution referred the memorial from St. Paul's Empire, Oregon,
on Parochial School Teacher Training to the Committee on Theological Education for
study, suggestions, and a detailed renort to the 1964 convention. This was adonted.

The sixth resolution extended thanks to the Lebanon congregation, to Pas-
tors Natterer and Bloedel for their fine work in connection with the Free Conference
and publicity for the same. This was adonted.

The seventh resolution tharked lrs, Martin Iuedtke of Seattle for her gen-
erous services of typing and duplicating at this convention., This was adonted.

The eighth resolution expressing gratitude to the host congregation and its
pastor was re-committed to the Committee for partial rewording and additions.

The ninth resolution thanked Mr. Julius Schmitt and the members of the Mil-
waukee congregation for their diligent work in preparing and mimeogranhing copies of
the 1962 Proceedings, This was adopted,

The tenth resolution expressed gratitude for the increased delegate atten-
dance this year and looked forward to an even more complete renresentation at the
next convention. This was adopted,

The final report of the Budget Committee was presented:

MiSSIONS v 4w v 4 4 4 o o o 4 s o o s 4 o o 4 o s 2040
C. L. Printing . . . . ¢« v v v v ¢ ¢ v o o « o » 1124
Travel . o « ¢ 4 v v v o ¢ ¢« o o o o o 0 o o+ . 300
Telephone . . @ ¢ v ¢ v 4 ¢« v « « o o o « » » o« 140
1963 Proceedings . . v v v v v v e 6 0 b 0 0 o u 40
Periodical subkscriptions . . . . . + .+ v ¢ 4 + & 36
Contingencies . . . . ¢ ¢ & v ¢ v o o 4 o o o 50
Miscellaneous . . . . . &+ 4 o o« ¢ « « o s s « o 100

Professorts salary . . . . . . . « + « « «» « « » 3000

Seminary supplies . . . . . . . ¢ ¢ v v v 4 e . 25
Total $6855

The motion was carried to adopt this budget with the vertinent figures (for Missions
and Seminary items) subject to referendum. The motion was carried to thank the Bud-
get Committee for its special labors.
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Upon recommendation of the Board of Directors the convention went on g,
record as recognizing the need for a publishing House controlled and sunervised
by the Conference, and it directed the Board during the comirig year to work out a de~
tailed organizational set-up to be presented to the 196L convention,

Upon recommendation of the Board of Directors the motion was carried to a-
dopt the following Scriptural principle regarding the plaving of instrumental music
with various religious implications in the public schools:

"Instrumental music, religious or secular, rendered to accompany or
foster any unionistic or other false worshin, as also tte joint instrumental
rendition of music, with peonle of differing faiths, with anv express reli-
gious purpose, is a form of religious unionism, the unequal yokewhich God's
Word forbids, Rom, 16:17, 2 Cor. 6:14ff.

The joint rendition by people of differing faiths of musical selec-
tions having a religious title or being usually connected with religious
words, but being played onlvy for the sake of the musical tune or harmony-
involved and having no exnress religious purpcse, is not religious unicnism,
but an equal yoke among musicians, which is not forbidden to the Christian,
Gal, 5:1.

There are many cases of casuistry, namely, cases in which the clear
principle of Scripture inveolved is difficult to apnly. All such cases
should be decided by Christians faced with them on the basis of the above
which .. Seripture makes between equal and uneoual yokes, not on the basis

of our personal feelings or preferences. John &:31-32,"

Pastor Cordes at this time spoke briefly on the tracts available at this
convention and asked those present to take along as many as each individual could use
personally.

A brief recess followed.

The Resolutions Committee then nresented Resolution no., 4 in its revised
form. It authorized the Seattle subsidy request and the Seminary to be nresented to
our congregations by means of a referendum and directed the Treasurer to supply forms
to each congregation to facilitate its decision in this matter. This was adonted,

Resolution no, 8 in its revised form was wvresented next, It thanked the
pastors and members of the West Coast congregations for 211 they did to make the con-
vention a success and to contribute to the spiritual edification and vhysical comfort
of the delegates, This was adopted.

The motion was carried to thank the Resolutions Committee for its very ef-
ficient work.

The Treasurer offered a resolution concerning the interim veriod whi
referendum is being handled. It read as follows:

"Since some time must of necessity elapse before our congregations can
act on the Seattle subsidy increase referendum, and since the £90,10 sub-
sidy granted the Seattle congregation during the last fiscal year exvires
this montk, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

1. That our congregations be urged to act on the referendum as early
as possible; and

2, That we acquiesce in the desire of St, Iuke's congregation to use
its monthly Conference contributions of %68,00 for the support of
its pastor, and

3. That we authorize our treasurer to continue the monthly subsidy
payment of 390,10 during the interim period until our President
authorizes a new figure on the basis of the referendum resvonses,"

This was adopted,

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1963 Convention Proceedings Concordia LutheranConference (CLC)

The motion was carried that the Secretary furnish the congregations Y
with the Convention Mimutes and the Resolutions in full as soon as possibie.

The motion was carried to refer the matter of the printing of this year's
Proceedings to the Praesidium (President and Vice-president),.

Cordes. It recommended that one lay delegate from Milwaukee and two lay delegates
from Wilmot be excused full-time and that all our congregations be reminded of their
duty to be fully represented at our anmual conventions. There were 15 delegates and
31 visitors present, with 14 women and teenagers as ohservers, The motion was car-
ried to accept the entire report.

All congregations were reminded that Equalization Fund moneys together with
the report of convention expenses are to be submitted to the Treasurer as soon as
possible.

With reference to the time and place of the 1964 convention, VMr., David-
Mensing of Tinley Park, Illinois, exvressed the hope that his congregation might in-
vite the Conference through the Board to hold its next convention in Tinley Park.
The motion was carried to accept this expression with thanks and with the prayer that
it might materialize, final disposition of the matter being left in the hands of the
Board. It was suggested that as soon as the convention dates have been determined,
the congregations be informed thereof at once.

The motion was carried to dispense with the reading of the Mimutes because
all delegates were present at this session and to authorize the President to approve
them before they are officially printed.

With all the business items attended to, the 1963 convention came to a
close with the singing of hymn 39 and a closing prayer by President Mensing.

Adjournment followed at 6:30 p.m.

Resnectfully submitted,

Rev, 0. W, Schaefer, Secretary

SOLI DEO GIORIA!
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