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SEnMON DELIIi'ERED AT THE OPENnIG SERVICE
By the Rev. H. David ¥oensing

Tinley Park, IllinoIs

2.

1 Peter 1: 13-19: "vVherofore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to
the end for the grace that is to be brought unto vou at the reve­

lation of Jesus Christ; As obec1.ient ('hildl'en, r.;)t fan;1ioning yourselves according to
the former lusts in your ignorance: But as he ~lich hnth called you is holy, so be
ye holy in all manner of conve:'sation; Because it is hTitten, Be ye holy; for I am
holy. And if ye call on the Father, 1"ho without respect of persons ,iudQ'eth accord­
ing to every man's work, pa03 th0 time of your sojourning here in fear: Forasmuch as
ye kn01'! that ye were not red8emed ",,'1 th cornmtible things, as silver a,nd gold, from
your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lan,b vdthout blemish and 'hQ.thout snot. II

In Christ Jesus, our Lord Gnd Sa'Qor, dear brethren, in particular the
pastoral and lay delegates of this Convention:

The Word of God .just read C'S uur text vTas v!ritten exprossly for Christians...
The first verses of this Enist1e clc,u'lv sLOt-! that j a:-ld the very ",rords of our text
also shoH it, for they say: IIYe knO'd tr-18.L yo ver8 redcerr,Bdot# The Apostle is here
reminding us Christians of what a vlOnd',n-fu.J., t::.~el'1endcJ.tJ blessing has resulted to us
because of our Savior I s redemptive 1'JOrk) H:LS holy, obcdent life and His innocent,
vicarious suffering and death. He is here rerriinding us of who 1'fe are, naJ;!j.e1y, the
precious, redeemed children of God.

h~y does the Apostle of the Lord remind us Christians of this fact,-"those
who knO"f it already. And ""hy is t 1'ds reminder brought to your attention today, dear
brethren in Christ? Do you not already know that you have been redeemed? Indeedmost
of us have already knovffi this from our youth. This, we knm,T, is the very founda­
tion of our Christian faith and life. This is our great comfort, our peace and re­
lief from an accusing conscience, our joy in so~row: our strength and stay in life,
our victory in death. And yet, in the stresses and temptations of life, we are
tempted to let th~s comfort and assurance at times become very dim. In the midst of
sorrow and affliction the devil ~~uld like to make us doubt whether we are really
the dearly redeemed children of God. In a fast moving and very ~dcked world, Satan,
the 'WOrld, and our flesh try their utmost to make us go along 'with the crowd and to
live and act as though it 1'JOuld anpear that we are really not the children of our
Father which is in heaven.

And so it is not at all useless renetition that we Christians should hear
the Gospel of our redemption in Christ Jesus preached to us week after 1'leek and time
after time throughout the years of our life. And it is not useless renetition but
most important to us that we ,ire reminded once more today,as 11ie begin our thirteenth
annual Convention:

1.

1JIThat we are to know and tld.!"~te on and have impressed indelibly upOn our
hearts and souls is, first of all, from what we have been redeemed. Hhen we ask:
"What from? the Apostle anS1fers: "From your vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers. II

Hhat 'We have received bv tradition from our fathers. that is. bv a constant
handing d01·m from generation to g~neration} from Adam to thi; prese~t day, is sin.
As surely as we have received our flesh and blood by tradition from our fathers, so
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What we have received by tradition from our fathers, that is, by a 3.
constant handing down from generation to generation, from Adam to this present
day, is sin. As surely as we have received our flesh and blood by tradition from
our fathers, so surely have we also inherited from them a corrupt, sinful nature;
Not only does this illi~erited sin make us ~lllty before God as we'are sho,vn in Romans,
chapter 5, but it has also incUned us only to all tl-)at is evil, so that tJ:roughout
our lifetime vre have heaped up one sin unon another to our condeIT~ation and everlast­
ing destruction.

Fany people also in our day laugh and sneer at sin. They say: "tVhat is
sin?" They regard sin as something quite vague and harmless, as something that is
only regarded as wrong in the opinion of some people. But sin, the Bible tells us,
is the transgression of God's la'1 in thoughts, desires, Nords, and deeds. mis i~nat­

ever we do that God forbids. A.nd may Vie Christians be esnecial1y re1"l.inded at' this
concerning our vnrk and service for the Lord~ sin 1S also 'vhatever vIe neglect to do
or leave undone that God requires us to do. liTo him that Imoweth to do good and doeth
it not, to him it is sin. ii And t'lat is not yet all. Sin separates a man from God.
"Your iniquities have separated be tHeen :fOU and your God 9 " cries the Prophet Isaiah.'
Sin calls do'\n upon men God's wrc.:thc :Jin med,ts Dnd is sure to bring at last 'eternal,
unspeakable torment and punishment in hE'lL To tllose 1\11.0 are found in sin at the Last
Day the Lord l-.Jill say: iidenart from Lte;> ye HOr~C€l'S of iniquity, into the everlasting
fire prepared for the devil and his angels!" ' hen you kno't'f that, my friends and hear­
ers, you can't think of sin but li~htly, you just can't laugh it up'your sleeve, as
do the children of the world, no, not even your ma~y sins of mnission, your frequent
neglect and laziness in serving the Lord your God. Oh, how terrible it would be for
us not to knOi'f that we have been redeemod from sin! - to kno't'I that we,· with all our
sins, would have to hear those awful words pronounced to us 1-then \lie die, er ",men Jesus
comes again, and when 1'1e have to stand before the throne of God.

But, on the other hand, ho~,r wonderful to knmv t'lat we have been redeemed
from sin, from its guilt, its punishment, and its bonda.ge, to knovl that you have been
bought free from sin, death, and the poc~r of the devil by Christ, to be His o,vn for
time and eternity: That is what you are' to have impressed indelibly upon your mnd
and heart and soul by this messaee of God in our text.

II.

But how can you know assuredly thQt you h2ve been redeemed? The answer of
our text is: By knowing, by realizing, bv believing the tremendous price that was
paid for your redemption. The Lord tells us through His Anostle:· "Ye know that ye
were redeemed •.• not Id,th corruptible thinr's, as silver and gold••• , but vdth the nre­
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without snot."

lien, especially in our day, put !!1Uch confidence in men. They seek their
honor and approval, their compliments; and men put their trust in men. ~'tany of our
fellow-countrymen today actually believe that our salvation as a nation denends mere­
ly upon the man-pO't'ler and armament, the bombs and the missiles, that ",re may have amas­
sed by the time a third great world conflict strikes us. Hany in the churches of our
day are putting their confidence in the clerg<J, the great nrofe ssors and doctors, the
"high and mighty" officials of church bodies, instead of aLone in Christ and His Hord
of Truth. All the children of men, with the exce~tion only of the true Christians,
put their trust for eternal salvation in their m':n human 1t.'Orks of righteousness. And
almost the Whole world today, save only the Christians,-and this is also their tempt­
ation - puts its trust in money, in silver and gold. The alm:ighty dollar, 1-<Je all
well know, is ldthout a doubt the god of this world.

Yet, when it concerns our sins and our redel'lntion from sin, i·nat good is
the power of men? The Ford of God tells us: "None of them ca.n by any means redeem
his brother, nor five to God a ransom for him: for the redemption of their soul is
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precious. II And ,,,hat good l<Tould woney do you, even all the accumulated treasure 4.
of this world? The Lord Jes'.:s ans1'lc:t's this question? i1l'That shall it profit a
man, if he should gain the whole world, and lose his ovm soul?"

There is only ene th".:1g that cO'lld ever have been a sufficient price to 5a-·
tisfy the j 11st and holy God of heaven 1'Iho Has off"en::i.ed ar-d angored hv the sins of men,
only one thing that Has such a precious nric2 -C.}lAt Gv~'n the devil himself t~ould have
to give in and relinqllish hj s claim t1pOn us. P,nd -Chat. om thing "''as the blood of
Christ shed for tile sins of mankind, not for OU:i~S onlYJ but also for the sins of the
whole world. It v.Jas precious blood becausE;, as th~ A'Jostle assures us, it was the
blood of Christ, as of a lamb VJithout blemish and uit':\out snot. It ,,~as the blood
of God's holy Son~ which far surpasses the pO't,er of all tLe gold' and 'silver, all the
jewels of the Orient) all the dia'Ilonds of Kimberley, all the might and power of men,
and all the other corruptible things of thi s ,-tarld which at last l-Jill vanish like a
vapor. liThe blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cJ.eans-;th ~,3 from all sin. " Kn01\T
therefore, through the blood of Jemls, that you are indeed the redeemed children of
God.

III.

This wonderful, blessed faGt of cur re.demntion, de~r brethren, we are to
know. '({e are to know i J

.:. t".ith ou.r head) bt.c net only w...th our intelligence. Ve are
to know it also with our hea.rt and l;lind a:L:.d sou~. Th!) t is, 1,-Ie are to trust it with
childlike confidence, s5_nce it is by such faith in Jesus ani His 1"Jrecious blood that
we lay hold upon what He here promises us. vie are to kn01" this, furthemore, for two
purposes: First of all for our comfort.

J-~now, therefore, and trust ",,'ith all your heart, tl-Jat you have been redeemed,
bought back again by the blood of Jesus from sin, death, and from the DOl'fer of
the devil. Take that with you into ,your l!hole life as your COI"1fort and relid' from
the sins that lie hea~r on you. Take it with you into your daily life as your assur­
ance that you no longer belong to the devil but are Christ's own for time and eterni-
t.v_ "'",kA it. t:l1rlT1JJ' wit.h 1m11 t-JhAn t.hA Aynp1";PYlf'P"l !"If' 'rrm,.. lif'A 1.-J!"Ill1r'1 +.1'111 1m]1 'ill!'lt, t,hp
-cJ" -----...-- ----...0 -----. l'-"~ .. -.--- - ... -- ~" ....~~ ... _--- ... -- - ...- tJ~--- ---- .. _~.~-- ----- ,7-- u--- ----
opposite, namely that you must not he GDd's d~ar child] that He ~ust not be your dear
Father in heaven to let ;rou suffer and endure the thinRs He does. Take it with you
that you are God's ovm redeemed child, and tr.ust in it because it is both revealed t~

you here in the unerring word of your God and sealed lifith the precious blood of Jesu~

as of a lamb idthout blemish and vd.thout spot. J',nd finally, take this wondrous com­
fort along with you into the 1Tery hour of your death so that, '"men the pains of death
~~uld seem to everwhe~n you, and though Satan himself should appear before you to
claim you in that final hour, you may boldly and ,joyfully cor:front even that last
terrible enemy Kith this most perfect assurance: III know thAt I have been redeemed!/t
"Fear not, II your dear saviour tells JTou for your comfort and ,joy, "I have redeemed
thee, I have called thee by thy na.'Ile; thon art mine. II

Yet, let no one think that such confident, saving faith is a mere knowledge
of the intellect, a faith of the head only, a dead faith, a faith that brings forth
no fruit in the Christian's life while he is still on earth. ~o, as alrea~ before
intimated, such saving faith in ~Tesus and Eis nrecious blood is much rather a living
thing, that brings forth his fruit in his season, that brings forth the f~uit of
Christian good "forks. For, "Faith ,dthout works is dead," writes the Apostle James.
IIYea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have ,"orks: shot'T me thy fai th ,,1.thout thy
works, and I will~ thee my faith by my works. II

James is not the only holy writer Nho speaks this way in .scripture. For we
see from the very t'fords of our text that the Apostle Peter like,dse uses the kno"r­
ledge of our redemption in Christ not onlv for our comfort, rut also as a spur, to
give us Christians a "kick" as it were, to spur us on, to moti\1)~,e us, to compel us
by the love of Christ to serve with gladness and with holiness all the days of our
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life thCJt Lord and Savior who died for us and rose again. In our text he not 5.
only says, "Ye knOlt! that ye i-Jere redeemed," but JlForasI!1uch as ye know, II V\rhich
is indeed a good translation from the 1-lOrd and grammar of the original Greek text.
Foo this word and expression, in its context, means simply in our modern tongue and
understanding, II since , II or "bece.uc-·3. II Si:l(:e and because ~'Jha_~? Hhy, since and be­
cause you knOll that you were redeemed, therefore see what God here:in our text· expects
of ~rou as His redeeP1ed children.~ He says in the -~.re!7' fi:cst verse of our text, "l"J11ere=
fore," (and that means the same as therefore), foZ" this reason that you have been
redeemed to be God I s own, therefore "Gird up the loins of your mind," that is, take
stock of your thoughts and be ready for action, as the ancients girded up the cloth­
ing about their loins 'When they p:'epared for real activity; "be sober," that is, be
sensible, ston to thin.lc things through; lIand hope to the end for the grace th[1t· is t:>
be brought unto you at the very revelation of Jesus Christ; As obedient children, not
fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance; but as He
which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all mC'rmer of conversation; because
it is written, Beye holy; for I am holy. And if ye call on the father, V\rho without
respect of persons judgeth accorcing to everJ man: s lvork, II (This does not militate
against the clear statements of ::;c:;:-in-!:;1.:irethat we are ,4ustifi~ before God by' grace
al0.J1£, through faith, alone in ;L~...coJ~s. C~ll:.j.:'Lt~, l'.rit1:.s:.:tJ.t th~ works of the la"T; for, when
Christ Jesus judges the quick and tre dead, He m"'.lst needs sho,'! men the 1'\1Orks of the
Christians, since no man is ab:::'e to look :Ld,o another nerson's heart and see his
faith; He will have to sho\! men our fai"C,h by our 'ifOd:s;) therefore, the Anostle con­
tinues in our text, "pass the time of :V011r sojourning here in feAr; Forasmuch ~ ~
know that ye were not redeem8Q HUh cor!'1;ptible things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;Rt".dth the nrecious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without bleru.sh and "Ji th.out snot."

lly dear brethren, do you note the relationship of the words here written?
Because and since we have been redeemed by Christ the crllcified, trerefore God expects
us to live unto Him who died for us and rose aga.in. He expects us to live under Him
in His kingdom, and serve Him.

Here there is first of all a nega.tive reouirement. As obedient children,
we are not to fashion ourselves accordj,nR' to the former lusts in our ignorance. That
is, we are not to live like the heathen who are ignorant of the fact that Christ re­
deemed them. We are to avoid all sins of commission. In other words, we are not to
do those things, whether in though-!:;s, l~rds, or deeds, which our God forbids in His
holy law.

On the other hand, however, there is here in our text a positive require­
ment: As He which has called us is holy, just so ~re are to be holy in all manner of
conversation, as C-od's 1Iord reqllires of us wrlsn it sa:y""s: "Be ye ho~V; for r"&1l holy·."
The w'Ord conversation is here not limited to our 'fay and fonD. of sneaking, as the
word is used in our current English, but conversation in its older English usage,
as well as in the Greek from v:hich it is translated, signifies allinc lusivelv, our
whole wav and walk of life. It refers to all those things which we should be doing
as Christians. We should not only be negative, avoidin/S evil things, 'but 1'-1e shouldt
be positige in our Christian life , active Christia.ns, doing all those good things
which the Lord requires of us in His Ford. And in all our Christian activity "Te
should strive for nothing short of holiness, absolute perfection. Now, we know verY
well that w'e cannot attain holiness or perfection in our Christian, sanctified life.
For, even all our righteousnesses, all our best deeds, are but as filthv rags in the
holy eyes of God. Therefore we daily, yes constantly, need to take refuge in the
ivounds of our Savior for "9ardon and forgiveness. And vet, we are to strive om,rard
toward the goal of absolute holiness. V!e are to get more and more avJay from that a\o1­
ful lie of Satan that anything is good enough in the church, a.nd ''-Ie are to get closer
and closer to the truth of our God who tells us: "Be ~re holy; for I' am holy. It l'fe are
to be like the eager boy, who, though he be ever so poor a marksman, tries and keerys
trying again and again to hit the bull's-eye.

1963 Convention Proceedings Concordia LutheranConference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



'Vie ,dll, as Christians, moreover, not rebel against this ricrid reqllire- 6.
ment of our Lord but 'will more and more see in1:.o its reasonableness, the more we
in turn realize that 't\'8 are not our o't\JIl; even as tho Apostle Paul also reminds the
Corinthian Christians in the firDt Epd.Jtle, sixth chaptsl', saving: "~''hat? know ye not
that •••ye are not your 011'Il.? For ;ye are bought wit;1 a DI'ice: therefore glorifv'God in
your body, and in your spirit, ,'!hieh are GOd:S. I' hnrl if ','e are not our ovm, then
surely all the things which v!3 pcsc;eC"s in Vd.s world 3':"e riot our O1-'m, as it is writ-
ten: lIThe earth is the Lord IS, an<fthe- fulness thereof'. II .

Therefore, my bretltr,m, belovei of t~e Lcrd, mav al!.b our conversation, all
our activity, both negative and positive, at t'1is Convention, am tten back home again
in our congregations, our faL1l~aeS, cur daily Hork, and our recreation, may all these
things be influenced, be guided, and be governed b:i t,his wC'ndrous Gospel message of
our salvation in Christ Jesus: "I::. k~o.!!..~.t'2:.LY..~_ ~,r~re.I20:..~r::~ed~ II Oh, ho"! He oupht to
thrill with peace and joy and st!'ength and CUU','E\go Dnd zeal to serve the Lord with
gladness, inasmuch as we Christians are Drivi~cFed tc ~on:ess on the basis of this
text before us these comforting and challenging wards of Luther: III believe that Jes­
us Christ, true God) begotten of ti-,e FEthel' froID eternity, and also true man, born of
the Virgin Iiary, is my Lord) 'Who has r-s.Jg('xcO me, a lost and condemned creature, Dur­
chased and won me from all sins} iron des.;-h; and from ·cile power of the devil; not
"d.th goilid or silver, but with I!is bo.L:r, pre:.ious blood and with His rimnocent suffer­
ing and death, that I may be His OH:l) (Jnd 1i. 'n under Him in His kingdom, and serve
Him in everlasting rightr:Jousness, inncccn-:';<3} and bless3dness, even as He is risen
from the dead, lives and reigns to all et,cl'nity. This is most certain1v true. 1l

Amen.
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SERHON DELIVERED AT TH8 SUNDAY SERVIeE
By the Rev. 0, W, Schaefer

Vliilmot, South Dakota

7.

1 John 4:1-10: "Beloved, belinve not every spirit, hut try the spirits 1tnether they'
are of God: be(;il'J.se ['len;r false pronhe:'s are Rope out into the 1tlOrld.
Hereby kno1-! ye tl"e S·'.Lrlt of Cred' ~:TGry snirit that confesseth that

Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: u:ld evet'}' s"Jirit that coruessetlh not
that Jesus Christ is come in t~13 flesh is not of God: a!1d th':'s is that snir:1t of anti­
christ, 1.m.ereof ye have heard that it should co~ne; c;,nd even nO'\.'1 already is it in the
world. Ye are of God, little children, and have oyercome them: because f!'reater is he
that is invou, than he that is in the .·/orId" Th.;;y are of the Norld: therefore sneak
they of the wormd, and the ~~rld heareth then. W3 are of God: he that kno1t~th God
heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby" kno1tT ~~ the sDirit of truth
and the spirit of error. Beloved, let us love one another~ for love is of fi.od; and
everyone that loveth is bOi:'n of God, and K!1m,'e-ch God. He that loveth not knoweth
not God; for God is love. In this Nas manifested the love of God toward us, because
that God sent His onlybegotten Son =.nto the l'orld, that lfIe mi~ht live t'1rot1gh Him.
Herein is love, not that. we loved God} rot that He loved us, and sent His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. lf

In Christ, our blessed Savior J dea.r friends:

In his dailyvralk of life the Christian Deets all kinds of neonle and comes'
into contact \dth individuals of various tvpes" One 'Vrav of classifYing them is this;
there are those .mo make us unhapny and miserA.ble, c:nd tl';€r€ are those who uDlift and
cheer us. Each person should de~Jermine for hi:r,8elf in '\\tJj.ch grouD he is~ either
blessing and benefitting others, or being a detriment and a hindrance to them. Thus
Paul spoke of some 1->Ii th tears, saying, lfl:a:ly w,s.lk, toot t'ley are the enemies of the
cross of Christ." Fhil. 3:18. But of others he said, "I thank my God upon ever:r re­
membrance of you!" Phil. 1:3. It oUl!ht to be self-evident among us that we 1trould"
,!;!ant to be a blessing to all whom we meet and with "TIOll:. we live and come into contact.
This is a laudable 'dsh and a noble YJurpose, b'J.t how' can it be accomnlished? In our
text God reveals how we may be of the ~reatest v21ue to our fello~men. Let us there­
fore consider this helpful instruction of the Lord as an ans.·rer to the question:

HO\J CAN ~'1f BE A JOY AlTO ABIES ')INC!- T0 OTHE;1S?

First, !2Y ha:d-pg _a!1(Lepi')y!pF._~!l~"ple_s.§in.gs .. whi£h.. ,_."Q()_d_.l:~.!'l~m'L..~._ on__ ~. in
Christ_..~~sus. If we are to be a blessing to others, we must be blessed ourselves and
have something to share. One who is miserable, comnlaininf!', pessimistic, and full of
deceit and ill-1\rill cap..not be a blessing to others. Such radiate a harmful and de­
structive influence. J oli?, the beloved di sci pIe, warns against them:in the first three
verses of our text. Among t!le dan[',crous peonle in the world noae is more destructive
to the soul than a false pro'Jhet. There are more "mrnings against false teachers
than against robberies. Thus in llatthevl 7 'tva read: "Beware of false TJronhets, ••• by
their fruits ye shall know them!" (15,20) Paul 'l'Tites to Timothy, "The thle will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their o"'n lusts shall they heap
to themselves teachers, having itchin~ ears; and they shall turn avay their ears from
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." 2 Tim. 4:3-4. And to the Romans the A­
postle 1'Tites, "lJow I beseech vou, brethren, mark them ...nich cause divisions and
offenses contrary to the doctrine vJhich ye have learned; and avoid them!" (16: 17)
These and other passagE::s alert us to the decsntion of f81se prophets, ,~no use the
name of the Lord as 8 cloak, but contradict the very ,'Tord of Jesus which they claim
to preach. Often in a veiled manner they deny one or more of the teachinqs of Scrip­
ture, and all hfuo follow them gain nothing, but are actually robbed of all true'
riches. If we ".rish to be a, blessing to others, we must beware of all false teaching,
wherever it appears, including church bodies and congregations that bear the name
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Luther~n. Any teaching at variance with Holy 1~!rit will not enrich, but impover- 8.
ish an individual, deceive him, cmd in turn lead him to deceive others or at
least to perplex and confuse them.

To prove a blessing to others we must avoid the spirit of error, no matter
how minor it may seem, a.nd hear alone the faithful preaching of God I s precious T·Tord.
o what a fountain of refreshing Hater is opened to us th;srehd One of the first pas­
sages which children l'3arn is given in our-text: "God is love.'" (v.S) Think of what
that meansl trot only do ,\fe see the revelation of God! s goodlless and mercy in nature,
but in a greater measure is it evident in the gift of His beloved Son, sent to redeem
the entire world 9 From that fou~.tain of truth we are to drink, that is the Bread
which we are to eat; there is the power which must flow throu&~ our hearts and lives.
Through daily contact ,'lith that source of true riches ""hich are ours ",rithout price we
learn from God how to be people full of joy, po~~rful in p~ayer, and ready for'ser­
vice in His kingdom. 0 take all the gifts which God offers you in the Bible, for
then you Nill be so enriched as to be a real joy and blessing to others!

But to prove a blessing to our fellovmlcn ,".;e must also exercise UJX)l1'them the
love lmich God has :L":lplim~edl;E-.21:!r_J1e!::.:~t_il9Yf1Ji:th in Hi~ f~. John writes, - "Let
us love one another: for love is of G',(1.." -,,'.70 T",e natural man, of course, cannot
understand ,mat love is meant here, for it is a 1011""6 that is eternally true and is of
God. It is not the product of our C"\;~n h88.r"t, nor a selfish emotion that bands men to­
gether for mutual advantage. Rather it is t.'1e Jove whicI1 comes from the wonderful
love of God in sacrificing His Son for us, a leve that fills us ",ith similar devotion
to others. Through this great love of God we became lovers of men and seek their
spiritual welfare.

As a child of God you pray to your heavenly Father, and He has promised to
hear your cries and pleas. You can show your love for others by praying :fOr them, a.nd
what a benefactor of others you are, to do this! Then in the Bible there is unlimit-·
ed power and l~sdom to help others, ",nether they are relatives, friends, or neighbor~

By calling their attention to the precious truths of Holy tJrit you do more for them
than if you gave them iharge sums of money. Thare are many other i'rorks 'tmich flow
from the love of God in our hearts, such as the buj.lding and supporting of churches,
the furtherance of kingdom ''lork, helD ,-'ith Conference endea'Tors, etc o Each one of us
should consider What gifts and abilities he has to denonstrate the love of God in his
heart. By being loving fathers, mothers, husbands, ,-Ji.ves, and chi.ldren we show "Jho
it is that dwells within us. Our daily ""alk and behavior should reflect ite happiness
which we possess by menns of the truth of God so that all 't~th 'tmom we come into con­
tact may be blessed by us. How this needs to be practiced more and more in these
days of wars and rumors of.war, hatred among races and nations, bebleen canital and
labor, and often ill-will among churches and ",rithin Christian congregations!

Finally, 't1Je shall be a blessing and a joy to others if we persist in the
course which God has outlined for us in spite of any and all opposition. If we be­
lieve in God, avoid false tea.ching, and pract.ice Christian love, . He ,'Jill not ,dn all
men to the cause of Christ. John points out that some will onpose us, and'he calls
them the world, "They are of the Horld: therefore speak they of the world, and the
world heareth them." v.5. l'ost people do not believe in the love of God in Christ­
and "Jill never practice the love of man. They believe in the S'!..J.rvival of the fittest,
in self-love, and the only trinity tlley hold to is the lust of the eves, the lust of
the flesh, and the pride of life. They usually seek to gain advantage of others;
They "lill not listen to faithful preachers, but speak their Ol'm "rorldly opinions,­
proclaim them loudly, and oppose Christianity on every possible avenue. At times they
flatter, at other times they sneer and persecute. All these facts Jesus "tants us to
know so that ""e are not taken off guard, and while a great power opposes true Chris-
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tians ever3n",he re , 't-.re should not weaken or despair, for we are told, "Ye are 9.
of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that
is in you, than he that is in the world." v.4.

By faith in Christ "Te have alread'T overcome the world. The God who d1AJ'ells
in us is <far greater than the devil l'1/ho rules the children of darkness. No force can
thwart God, and He has deteIT.tined that ve Christians shall be victorious. There may
be days when the enemy seems more no,,:erf111 and defeat seel"'S certain, but the l'1i"ord of
the Lord. stands, "The gates of hell shall not nrevail against'(l'y Church)!!" l'att.16:
1ft Let us ever bel'la!'e of discouragenlent, the spirit of fear, and spiritualpessi­
mism, for these are not the spirit of God. Let conditions be ~mat they ~dll, let
opposition seem to thrive, let seeming failure threaten, our faith in the sure prom­
ises of God ldll keep us confident in the Lord's power and grace. True children of
God dare not wince nor slink a"'ay nor be defeatists, for this denies the I..ord and
hanns His cause, but they must hold1y and joyfully confess Him because thev are sure
His fJord is truth, His Church is r-lght, and some day all our foe s will be subdued
forever.

How can you be a joy and <:: bles~ing to others? By enjoying the eternal
riches which God has given y')U in ;rouz' ,savior) by demonstrating your Christian love
in a cold and selfish society, and by pen:ii1cing in faith and good works no matter
what opposition you encounter, knold~1g -ci1"!t rrreater is He that is in you than he that
is in the world! hay God grant us His Holy Spirit. so that lv'e may shine as lights in
the wvrld, to the glorJ of His n~Tie and t~£ s~iritual benefit of our fellohwen!

Amen.
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P R ~ SID E N T I A L REP 0 R T

Thirteenth Annual Co~ven~ion of the Concordia Lutheran Conference
L~,bD:-'O::!, Oregcn

Juae 2l~~.3, 19(3

"Praise to the Lord, the AIr-:d ghty, the King ')f cro3tio:'1:
o my soul~ praise Him, for He is thy Health ancl Salvation:
Join the full throng;
Fake, harp and ps::>.ltor arid song;
Sound forth in glad a.doration!

Praise to the Lord, who o'er a]~ things'so wondrously reigneth,
\lho, as on 1dngs of an eagle, uplifteth, sustalneth.
Hast thou n~t Seerl
H01v thy desires all have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?tl

10.

Let such praise to the almifhty and rner0iful Lord of Hosts, our God, be
the keynote of this Presidential R-:;1)'~rt and of V~lis enGir3 Convention. For the Lord
hath done great things for us, 1Jhereof NG 1'lrP: g!~v;.~ fiot only do \ve think of all the
blessino;s b. general vr.:Lth ,<rhiGh the Lord prc.\Iid~c; 113 ~ 0111" creation and preservation,
our rEiEiemption in Christ Jesus, a.nd ov.r sanctifica~,io:'1 in the Holy Ghost; but our
thoughts of praise are cent:-rcd particularly upon Lhasa blessings lIhich the Lord has
given us individually and coll'?Ctively as memb;3rs of this Conference. And all thi s
not at all because of any merit or l;orlhiness in us, f0:;'~ wa daily sin much and indeed'
deserve noth ing but punishment, but pm~81y out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, all!' Saviol'.

Already more than a dozen years ago our grClcicus God freed us from the
false doctrine and practice and from the ungodly tyranny o~ a corrupted church body.
And all these years He has contiroled, in 8nite of dev~~, ~Qrld, and flesh to sustain
us physically and to keep us in the one true faitn o T~is becomes to us all the more
marvelous a blessing as i,'e observe y-ee.r by ;:rear a contin'.:al dC1:JJ:n-mrd trend d6~trinal­

1y in either Llither.".n circles, with even funda11Kmti1.ls of' '::hrir,tian dcctrine s't.1.ch as
the inspiration of Scripture, the Biblical Creation, the deity of Christ, and the re­
surr~ction of the flesh being called into question. Surely when we think on these
things and realize how, in the midst of' a c~.'ook;:ed and perverse Norld, our God has so
graciously kept us in His Hard and Faith and brought us now to the heginning of our
own thirteenth annual Convention, lJe must be moved to continue singing in our hearts:

"Praise to the Lord, who hath fearfully, wond::-ously, made thee;
Health hath vouchsafed and, when heedlessly fe.lling, hath stayed thee.
What need or grief
Ever hath failed of relief?
vllings of His mercy did shade thee.'1

The Lord has sig-nally blessed us also duri.ng the past Conference ,rear.
While in the past hardly a year 'Wnnt by without the necessity of end-..lring great strife
and turmoil for the sake of upholding the Truth among us, our dear Lord tl1is year has
given us the blessing of comnarative neace and quiet, not. such peace indeed as the
world giveth - the result of co:mpromise or indifference to the truth, but peace in
Christ and His Hor':!, in the unity of the Spirit. Let us at this Convention and there­
after continue to prize this treasure very highly and endeavor to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Again, while in the past feVJ years -we sadly witnessed the thinning out of
our ranks somewhat through the unfaithfulness of former breth::'en who 1-Jere caught in
Satan's snares, ~e have experienced in this past year qui.te the opposite. At our last
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Convention another faithful pastor was added to our midst, coming from the 11.
SJ~od from ,illich most of us ourselves had se~Qrated, in accordance with C~dls

command, and during this year h~ has been an in8t~Jment for ffiany b1essin?s in his
congregation and in ou~ Conference, in th8 gracious hands of God. nlrthe~ore in
September of 1962, our first student Nas gmduated fron the three-year theological
course of our S<;minary and has been added to our rariks as a faithful and sincerely
dedicated candidate for a call to thi3 !'1ini3try~ Our ConfEn~enGe 1,rork in general has
also progressed during the past year wLthout great hindnmce, and our congregations,
too, which comprise this Conference, have been sho~dng signs of grov~h, not alone in
numbers but particularly in the grace of O'\.l.r I,ord Jesus Christ and in their zealous
dedication to His i\'Ork on earth. Two of our congrega,tions in particular have been
very active d:.lring the past year in mission "Tork, not only t 11eir pastors, but nastors
and people hand in hand, and one of our congregations is at present taking definitely
tangible steps to build a house of 1'rorship before the end of the calendar year, being
convinced that this is of importance locally for future vrork tOl'Jard growth. One con­
gregation has not only been self-supnortinp: throughout the years but has also been"
steadily standing behind the work of our Conference materially. Another congregation,
in obedience to that Word of God vn1ich requires the proper support of the ministry,
is making k.'1.0~-m to this very Convention its desire, if at all possible, to advance
in carrying out this will of God. 3ti1l another congregation, in the face of many
discouragements, has been continuing not or1y to care for its o~m work but also to
provide a home for our Seminary. !lnd the 0':mgrcp,:'.tjon in hlhose midst hie are asseMbl­
ed has not only gro-:m physically and spiritually, net only built a. house unto the
Lord in recent years, bu.t is also shovving forth the grace of hosting our present Con­
vention. Still further, in praise to the Lord, we note quite a change in the
attendance at this Convention over against that of last ~~ar. For, vmile the attend­
ance last year \\Tas deplorable and ",ras ta1(en note of 'b:-,.~ a snecial resolution of the
1962 Convention, all of 0 1.11' congregatior.s this year, save one, are renresented by
bpth Pastor and lay delegates, as they should be.

Recounting the n all the se bles sings up to the Drc sent time, rnav ~Te continue
to sing in our hearts:

"Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee,
v,~o from the heavens the stre~Js of His mercy doth send thee.
Ponder anew'
What the hlmighty can do,
v~bo with His love doth befriend thee.

And may i\'B express this praise to the Lord not onbr ""i th our lips but also
with our hands and lvith all the pOi-rers gracious1y granted us, as we cheerfully turn
to the 1rJOrlc of the Lord before us at tl'lis present Convention.

As the agenda indicates, there is ver'y much \-lOrk to be done in three days.
We would therefore first of all earnest1v request our various officers and committees
to prepare their reports carefully and promptly, so that the agenda schedule can be
adhered to a.s closely as possible. And, to this same end, let US in all our discus­
sions express ourselves sufficiently on the one hand, but on the other ha.nd let us
carefully weigh our thoughts end words and guard ourselves against unnecessary rene-"
titions. Let us, as far as possible and feasible, s?eak only to the question at hand.

For the sake of good order in our midst some of our first business must
needs be the consideration of a proposed by-law and the re-NDrding of a paragraph in
our Lission Guidelines. hTf1ile these ma.tters have already been give most careful
consideration by the Board of Directors, v,d1ich held four meetings during the past­
convention year, it is our hor:e that these more routine i tens, though also important,
can be taken care of with dispatch. ~iay we also endeavor to conduct our elections in
such a manner that they least intrude into the conduct of our otl~r, still more im­
portant work.
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Since the various officers and committee chairmen will lay before 12.
the Convention detailed reports of their work as well as their recommendations
for the future, it is not my purpose to ta.ke time now to overlap upon these things.
It is, however, the opinion of your president that there are tvro very important but
perplexing problems facing us at the present time, and to these let me call vour nar­
ticular attention. Let me also urge you, dear brethren, to do your utmost in the
Lord at this Convention to find thoroughIv God-pleasing and the most practicable pos­
sible solutions to these problems.

One of these problems concerns the needs of our congregation at Seattle and
our Conference's ability to meet these needs. This will be laid before us both by
the Chairman of our Committee on Eissions and also by the Pastor of our mission at
Seattle. This work, both because of the Saviorls direct command to do it and because
of the critical circumstances surrounding it, ought to occup,y our first and foremost
Christian and brotherly attention.

Of similar importance, moreover, is the situation at present confronting
our Seminary and the Scripturally required adequate preparation of pastors to supply
a future ministry in our midst. This 1,.0,11 be laid before us both by 'the Chairman
of the Committee on Theological Educ.Qtion a.nd our Seminary Instrtl.ctor. Brethren, a
church body that is sincerely deterrrji1Gd ln the Lord to preserve the pure truth of
the Gospel for future generations IllUst of nacesBity be actively engaged at present in
the proper preparation of a future ministry. This matter therefore should engage our
first and foremost attention at this Convention.

Thus it is evident that there are still before us, - among other more en­
couraging work of the Lord, some very perpll3xincs problems, yes, even great trials and
tribulations. v-Jhat shall we sa7 to these t'nings? S~a},l we be utterly discouraged
because of them, or shall ,~ rather also praise the Lord our God for the crosses and
trials which in His wisdom He allows and reauires us to bear in these connections?
Kno'l\d.ng and trusting the assurance of our Lord th:rt all things, yea, even our great­
est problems, crosses and trials, work together for good to them that love God, and
that even His most severe chastisements bring forth the peaceable fruit of righteous­
ness unto them that are exercised thereby, may l',Je also face these matters confessing
with the Psalmist: tilt is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might'learn
thy statutes." (Psalm 119,71) And let us give ourselves, with all that is inus, also
to these most problematical items of our Convention business, 1·,d.th the song of joy in
our hearts, upon our lips, and in all our words and actions:

"Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now ~nth praises before Him!
Let the Amen
Sound from His people again;
Gladly for a;ye we adore Him! Respectfully suhmitted:

Rev. H. David rensing, President

REPORT OF THE CONEITTEE TO REVIEH THE P-RESIDENT I S REPORT

He have reviewed the Presidential Renort and, to the best of our knowledge
have found it thoroughly factual, edifying, -and. instructive. The various proposals
and requests contained in this report have been acted upon at this convention.

BE IT THEHEFORE HESOLVID:That we offer heartful thanks am praise to God for
granting our President strength and the ability to carry out his duties in a faithful
manner, that ",re sincerely apnreciate all his efforts and extend to him our gra.titude
for all that he has done, by God I s grace, in behalf of our Conference.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. A. J. Cordes, Chairman
lOr. F. Peters
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fHE DOCTRINE OF CHUROH GOVERW£ENT

Essay (a translation from the German, the original of which
is found in the l8G6 Mo. Synod Report, by Dr. F. Pieper)
presented by the Rev. E. L. Mehlberg, Milwaukee, 'isconsin

INTRODUCTION:

The correct teaching of church ~overnment is of ~reat imnortAncA in practice.
Through false church gov;rnment much harm has been do~e to th~ -~h;:;;~h.---Of one form
of church government, the State Church form, King Frederick William IV of Prussia
said: If the church ,"lere mortal, it \!1ould long since have gone to pieces under the
control of the State.

Among us the correct te~ching of church government is a ~ell known ttruth, a~d

ohurch.pr~ctice agreeing 1'!ith this correct teaching is the prevailing rule. Neverthe­
less, lt 1S not superfluous for us at this general convention to review the t achin
of church government in its main features. The fertile soil for false churc~ go~-
ernment, the corrupt human heart, is also still present with us. Then, too, the con­
sideration of 1vhat correct chu rch gO'10rnl:0ent is lead sus right into the :. hqart of
Christian doctrine. Also here we o

' are corJfronted at once with "'hat Christ, the Gospe],
and the Christian Church are. Also here we will find abundant cause for praising the
grace of God given to us.

Juet as everything which belongs into the realm of Ohristian teaching is most
simple, so also the doctrine of church government. The opposite is not proved by the
circU1llstance that there is to this day much controversy within the church ooncerning
this doctrine. Remember that hhere is no Christian doctrine, not even a so-called
eentral doctrine, as e.g., the doctrine of Justification, of the Person and Work of
Christ, which has not been made dark and difficu It by the arts of man. The °human
desire to justify existing bad oonditions plays a great role especially in the
doctrine of church government, a role which beclouds Christian kno~ledge.

The right starting point for an exposition of the doctrine of church government
is the doctrine of the Church itself. How and wherewith the church ie to be ruled is
best understood if we know and adhere to the doctrine of the Church (what the Ohurch
is), the government of which we are here treating.

A. Ita Member s:

I. THE CHURCH

What is the church? The believers, or, what is the same thing: the Christians,
the children of God ara the church. The chureh consists of those persons whE Christ
by the Gospel has called out of this world, whom He has iu stified by faith ani endowed
with all spiritual bles sings ",hich He has won. They are the people in whose hgert the
Holy Spirit, yes, the whole Holy Trinity dwells, who in faith cling to Christ as tb3~

spiritual Head and are His spiritual body. These people - and none others - are the
Christian church. If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. The
believer s and only believer a are the church.

g. Ita Governing Means:

Therefore the governing means for the Christian church are not external po1'Ter
and external coercion, not commandments of men, not human wisdom, prudence, Sdll, es­
teem, etc., but only the Word of God. The Christians, the children of God should be
ruled with nothing else than the Word of their Savior, the Word of God. Luther says
briefly and tersely: "You simply connot govern the Christians except alone with the
Word of God. II St. 1., X: 406. And somewhat more fully: "This now is oalled ohurch
administration and ohuroh government: a government in which you have only the Word
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of God 8.nd rule wi th it in such a m2nner that no force is used, no hi-nds are 14
appli ed, nor any nO';18r or hi::;r.'. ran:: is sO"J.t;'ht over otLers. "Thy this? Bec?use
G~d wi h~ nr.§L~~r:C ~~ ..I9YQrE. Et~_ .QD:!!rch_ .~I.smQ. .!hrollGh Ei s "lord and not by hu11'Ell nwer.1t

3lj, L., ZIII:.J.2.;9o. 1.1eXJ c;::.n COi,.'" into ~o"1sidorn.tioll in governing the church only hJ~-)o­

far as they proclaIm and USG CrlI'l at IS ,Yard, Luthe:c says of the "priestc and bIShops":
ItTheir governinG is nothinG elt:e than the use of God 10 -701'd wi th -Nnich the·Y lead the
Christians and ovorcome error." St. L., ,::406. --- -- --- .,

The scepter of the ;nngdom of Christ does not errJ<1r...a.te f10m Rome. also not
the Green tables of the Consistories ~nd other so-called church dignitaries.
scepter of Christ cooes forth from Zion~ the Holiness of God.

C. Its :LIe:1ster:

from
The

The whole question of church 6Over~~ent C~rist Hi~self settled ~hen He sqys:
"One is your l'i3.ster, even Christ; but all ye are brethrell~" Uatt. 23:8. Rere it is
stated as clearly as possible and as defir-ltely as nos sible that in the church there
~s only one ruling LTaster. That is Cnristo .butr.e:::- says: t171e (Christia.ns) have one
Lord; He is Christ, ...,ho governs our 80'.<18." St. L" IX:ll03. Everything that is not
Christ also nas no right to rule .sud c;;TIF"rJ[J.nl in the (::t.urch. The church is the most
absolute P.1onarc~", that is to Day, a ~:in(~dor.r in w['.ieh there ar8 not several or many
but only One Ruler. ItOne is your ]'bster, elon C1::1:'is-;,"

A.s far as the relation of Christians to one another is concerned, they are "':8retb­
ren". A.mong them there is no hiLmar or lOllcr rank. They are rather all of" equal rark.
They consti tute, says the sainted Dr. °7alther, one "great holy fraterni ty" in which
there are nei thar cOIDl'nanders nor subordinates. nBe,~ not called BabbL" lJatt.23:S.
"The princes of the Gentiles e-eercise dominion OYe1' tr,em, and they that are great ex­
ercise authority upon them. Bat it sh"3.11 not be so a.T.clOng youo" Matt. 20:25-26.

But the llonarch Christ executes His rule and gO"i,-ermnent thro~h ~J.~ Word, as JIe
has. given it in the Holy Scriptures to Hio church alid as He commanded it to be taught
therein unto the end. As He through U.e l70rd gathel's the church to Himself and con­
stantly fills it with spiritual life. so He a.lso ~l.les it with His Word. lmd in order
that the sale rule stays ~rith Him and no human rule is snuggled in beside it, - since
He uses human beings to proclaim His Word - therefore He comrr~nds all men who open
their mouth to speak in 'the clit-n'oh 1 that they procla.im only God'S ':'7ord not their own
word. IIIf any man speak, let him speak as of the oracles of God." 1 Pet. 4:11.

Thus Christ remains the only tl!1aoter" and the Christians "brethren".

D. No Human Rulers:

If we grasp this that Christians shall be governed alone With God's ~ord out of
the clear Scrintures all hierarchical s;:stems, great and small, which have been in­
trJduced into the ch~rch, fall to pieces. T:"1e whole endless dispute about. rank amcmg
persons and offices in the church, especially also the dispute whether beslde the Of~
fice of the Jord there is a divinely ordained particular r~ling o~fice. 1~ the~e ~
brOUGht to an end and made pointless. Accordingly we hold: By rlght of hIS per on,
no man, let hi::1 be who he will, has anything, to r:f!!.Y in the oChurch, .\1'~en i\.C~~~:
to giving orders, Cnrist has closed the moutns ot all men ~hen He F~m~elf say.

is your :Jaster, oven Christ," etc. and through the Apostle Peter: ulf any man r.peak
let him sneak as of the ora.cles of God." Thin not only ~mocl':s the crO'""ffi off tr..e Ibpe'a
head but ~lso the Ii ttle ca.ps of "church officialsu in the so-called Protestant ChUTe

~rt~a.n Bules Defined:

T~e objection is raised~ Thore are thinGS to arrQnge in the church which the
... ". - ....... - -- "''' ~_.L

,--- --- ... __,'~~ .. ~rl ~~ loB., ~T......rL (1"'1"i'..td"hTl Thnse are the so-called
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a.dia.phora (external, free). e.g., time and outward form of the church service, 15
the joining of oongregations into Synods, eto. 7lho is to set up the necessary
rules in these matters? This Christ has by His "Jord "All ye are brethren" alreaiyvery
defini tely signi fied. Thet'ie things in any case ~re not to be a.rranged m such a manner
that some impose them on others or issue Q9~l~s ~egarding them, be they pastors or
Synods. For thereby the fu...'1.damental pri.nciple of the church, "All ye are brethren,"
would again be dissolved, and the chu~ch would a S0COLd time be divided into two
classes of people, commanding masters and subjUGa~ed servants.

There remains only one way to arrange the adiaphora, whioh does not oontradict
the principle of the ohurch. That is the me~hod of free agreement by all concerned.

The Christians of the individual oongregations order these thingo themselves, as
it appears most e~pedient according to time, place, and circumstances. Herein they
accept advice, under condi tiona, much advic6n Herein they SUffer themselves to be ad­
vised especially by their official advisor, the pastor of the oonGregation. In regard
to church usages, they seek as much as possible to preserve outward connections with
the old church and also to find suitable uniformity with sister oongregations of the
present. But all that Christ Himsc~lf has not conu.-nanded is left entirely up to their
Christian pleasure and ~~~i:r deciJiO:l- If orir..ions differ in these matters, the mi­
nori ty gives in to the maj::ll."Uy) or ~he me..j orii:;y g1 ven in to the minori ty, as love rray
reqUire. Here is a b~oad fiela. to one 8,TlCtllO:r 1~~. ,lo_ve, which Scripture so often em­
phasizes for the Christian.s. In this mmmel' Ch:riGtia~ls remain brethren When matters
left undecided by God's ~ord are arranged among th8m.

F. Lutheran Testimonies:

That this is nothing else but the teaching of Luther and our church on the ar­
rangement of adiaphora is something that is well known among us. A familiar state-
ment of Luther is: l111ei ther the Pope. nor a bishop, nor al~y other person has thd
power to impose one syllable upon the Christian man, except it be with his will; what­
ever occurs otherwise is done by a tyrannical spirit." St. L., XIX:68. The Formula
of Conoord says: "Therefore we believe, teQ.ch and confess that the congregation of
God of every place and ever,y time has according to its circumstanoes, the good ~ght,

power and authority jin matters truly adiaphoraj to change, diminish and to increase
them, without thoughtlessness a-~d offense, in an orderly and becoming vmy, as at any
time may be ~~arded most profitable. most beneficial. and best for preserving good
order, maintaining Christian discipline and worthy profession of the Gospel, and edi­
fication of the Churoh." Trigl. 1055:9: Mueller 698f.

G. ll~ Open Question:

In more recent times it ha.s been said that our Confessions have left the ques­
tion of church Govern~ent pneA. or at least mostly so. Others have expressed them­
selves this way: In the LUi;he1"all Confessions we :find no positive teaohing of church
government. That is a Great error. In our confessions the concept of government in
the chu?ch is very sharply defined both positively and negatively. It is ever again
emphasized tha~ all ruling in the church must be done alone through God's ~ord, and
all ruling is rejected that com~ands Christians to believe or do things beyond Godts
Word. If these tmr.ths rema.in ~:touched, then of course our Fa.thers were ready for
the sake of love and peace to submit to every external order of things.

It 1s knO\Von that the papists demand for their bishopS the power to make rules 1n
the ohurch. They base their cla.im on su~h pa.ssages as Luke 10: "He that heareth you
heareth Me·l • Hebrews l~: ·'Obey them tha.t have the rule over you and submit your­
selves", etc. Our Confessions reply to this that in these and. similar passages of
Scripture obedienca to pastors is required when and insofar as they teach God'S ~ord.

but not if ~hey give commands aocording to thei r own j'l<dgment. A.s 1t is known, our
Confessions say: "For it is certain that the 8zpression Lril~e 10:16: He that hea.reth
.l2..'! heareth lJ~, does not ape~ of traQ1· tions r'Jbnschensatzungenlt • laws of men. - Tr.).
but is chiefly directed against t~aditiOl1so For it is not a bestowal of unlimited
authority. as theY call it. but it is a caution concerning something prescribed,
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namely concerning the special command, not a free, unlimited order and power, 16
but a limited order, namely, not to preach their own word, but God's ~ord and
Gospel .... 1!~ that E~~th X2.~ 1:!~areth :,le, Therefore He wishes .ill:!. ow·a VOice, ms
own '.1ord, to be heard, not human traditi ons 0 Thus a saying which 1s most especially
in~ favor, and contains the most important cOl':.solation and doctrine. these stupid
men pervert to the most trifling matters, the distinction of food, vestments. ani "the
like. They qu.ote also He'!:>r. l3~17: .QE.~ them tlJat li~.YQ. th'2. zule~~!!e This
passa.ge requires obedience to the: Gospel? Fo1." it does not establish a dominion for
the bishops apart from the G-ospel." Apology, Trigl. i~'",,9f Mueller 289f. And wi th
regard to ~.ia.tt. 23:3 - " ... ":7hq.tsoever they ,bi9:. :.rCl1 ob.?erv~~hat observe", the Apol~
comments jin the German version!i usa tr.i~ passage also dces not establish a govern­
ment outside of thQ. Q:0812el. Therefore they cannot ';;ith the Gospel Drove their power,
which they ha.ve established without the Gospel. For the Goopel dee s not speak of
traditions, but to teach the t10rd of God." TrigI. 448; 1!ueller 289f.

So very seriously our Confessions enjoin this divine truth, that no person has
the right to b~ve orders to another person in the church, that it even denies the
Apostles the right to command azwtlling vlhich Christ did not through them speak and
command. 71e read in the Smalcald drticles: nHence superiority or lordship over tm
Church or the rest of the ministers is not ascribed to Peter, in preference to other
apos tIes. For he says thus: ill jill~llli'§. Qr<J. U£.H);:§., El1et~:r.. 1'<lul. ill: Apo1100, ~ Qaphas,
i.e., let neither the other ministers nor Pete!' assume for themselves lordship or
superi ori ty over the Church; let them (lt rtiemc.ndf!, no one. -Tr.) not burden the Church
with tradi ti ons; let not the authority of any avail more than the 70rd of God e "

Trigl. 507; Mueller 330. Chemniti remarks thnt the Apostles would in horror have
rent their clothes if someone would ht.l.ve ascribed to them the power "to give Jaws for
which they would not have had a comr.aa.nd or testimony of the divine ~Vord." Examen,de
bonis operibus, Genevae 1668, p. 179 0

H. Christians Bow To The Th~le of Godts Word:

It has been said: Governing the church alone by the 7l0rd of God T1.'IiAY beall rlght
in theo~. But in uractice it is sho~vn to be a different mattera ~nere do you have
such people who submit to tho ~ord of God and are willing. in things which God has
not commanded, to submit to one another? The ?ope, to be sure, will not make such
people. Also not kings and emperors. Ddicts (decrees) of bmsh~1s and synodical re-
solutions also will not do this. Even llioses is not able to accomplish it. But he
to whom the church belongs accomplishes ito Christ the Lord creates such people
tbrough His :lord and the Holy Spiri t. And the Christians - all Christians - are such
people. "l7e arrive here again a.t the right concept of the chu.rch, concerning the gov­
erning Of which we are here treating. He that belongs 1Q. Chrlst VillI let himself ~
ruled .Ez the ·.7ord of Christ. Christ the Lord says this Himself in the words: "He
that is of God heD.reth God's words. It John 8:47. They who will not permi t tbemselves
to be ruled with Jod's Words are the enemies of Christ and His church. as Christ the
Lord alsJ immediately adds concerning the Pharisees: "Ye therefore hear them not" ­
the vlOrds of God - Itbecause ye are not of o.od. tt These we let go their way.

Also Luther in his di scaBsi on of church government through God t s 7!ord alone aga1D.
and again comes to this objection that there is a lack of (pro~er) persons for such
government. He mal,::es the preface: "Among Christians there is no superior but only
and alone Christ Himself. What rule~ there be ,lhere ~11 are equal with the same
rights, power, property and honor, and where in addition also nobody desire3 to be
superior t~ others, but where everyone desires to be subject to all others acco~
to the ~ord? This ~ord says, 1 Peter 5:5: 'All of you be subject one to another,'
Where there are such people, it would not be possible to establish lordship even if
cne would desire it because the nature of the case would not suffer lords to exist
Where no one can or will be lord o "

Then Luther continues: "But where there ~~ E.2. such people, there~ also no
true Christians.... Christian-smust be ruled in their faith, not by external works.
But faith cannot come by the -Nord of men; it can come only through the Word of G0d,

... - ..... - .'ft_1.L"L. ---- ...."." "l.... .... "'_,..,_.;: ..... nt ~""N nOD,...;"'O' h'U' thA Word
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of God.' §,gch_•.then, wl!Q do not believe, are no Christians, thex. do not J!elo~ 17
i.n the l:i~.::::2 of Cllrist; they are under civil government that they may be C('-

erced and :r,l.led by the sword and external government. Tho Christinns naturally and
voluntarily (t'n all tl:.a·~ i 3 good and have all they need for themselves in the :ford f)f
~od--alone." St. L., X; [.i:06.

Again the objection is =alsed: But the Christlans still have the flE-sh which sets
itself aga.i.nst the rule of Godts Word and nevor 1JecGmes holy~ Certainly: -- But als')
the corr.mandments of men will SVt'E1J.y not 'be a:i:lle to I?Jakf) the Old Adam holy. If,however,
we continu~ 'pa.tient~ to teach the Ch:r-i s-l;;lans wi tn the Wo!'9,.Qi 9-od and admonish tho~

then the Christians will COllst:.mtl;,r c'..l.rc:'fy the fles~'l w:..;;h thEl affectiO::1s and lusts
and continue to submit themselves to tlm ~mrd of Jod. The exporien0os we have had in
this respect in our mvn Synod will be touched on later, - :n tj&s ~~er it can be
done with God~s Word, and with God's Word alone, and so the church is governed in the
right manner.

After whqt has now been said, we can i.n a fow words summarize wherein true and
false govenrrnent of the church conD~B~U8 ~~~a~ governnent is correct ~hich guides the
Chri stian alone with God? sWord C1na. IDe-vot; e·J'e:i.·~Tthil1g wh5.ch God has not ordained to
the 11berty and good w:~l1 of the a:;1l·5stj~.ns, Every govenment 1s false which ccmmands
the Christian - be it ID1..:.ch or little - anything beyond the lord of God.

A faloe govornment, as can be learned from history, is the Idnd that is carried
on partly by the State and partly by the church a~d in their name.

A. Civil State Rule of Church:

Earthly governments have attempted to prescribe for the church what it the
church should confess as Christian doctrine and how church practioe should be ar­
ranged. That started soon after the Roman emperors accepted Christianity. That is
perpetuated in many places to this very daYn But that is basically wrong. Earthly
governments rule in earthly things 9 things which COnC8I"il civil Ii fe. In these things
we Christians must be subject to such govermnel1ts~ not only because of force and fear
of puniShment, but for conSCi(i!l1J8 salm,be·,a.use Goa. wants i'c 'tna;t way .. "1et eyery
soul be subjec~ unto the higher powers", Rom. 13 ~l. But Chl'ist h'lB not C omm i tted,
either wholly or in part~ to civil governrlent the power to settle matters o~ churcb
doctrine and. life.. ~:::le ehurch He will rule ~eJ.f +-hr~ ms 1lITor<!., as He :has be-
quee,thed. it to the chu.rch. Therefore we accept no comrnands in church matters from
earthly goverr.J'l1snts 'llhich nevertJ:lelees ~lle obey elltirely in civil affairs. We dare not
pernit civil government to command us in spiritual matters. Except it be that ~e

would fall away from Christ our onl~l Master. Let us beware of every form of a State
Church1 This warning is also necessa~y for our counrty. For even now again a great
movement is in progress to recede at least partly from the principle of the separation
of nhurch and state, a separation for which we must thank God.

Such false church ~overnment emanated still more from the church itself and has
been practiced in the name of the church. Individuals in the church or at least a
group of indiYiduals have presumed by their~ It1-V1S to govern the church.

B. The Roman Catholic System:

The greatest of ,3.bominations here 1s the abomination of the J?apa.cy. The Pope
claims that Christ Himself bas placed him as the overlord over the Christians in such
~ E.!?-~ that all Chrintians in their life and doctrine are made subject to him a.nd
that no one can be saved ',7ho does not recognize the sapremacy of the Pope. Christ him-
~elf,•.sO. say. t~~ ~opets cr:atu.res~.h:-s. settled only a few important things; most mat-
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governs the ..£!!ETch wi th his ovm commandments. The bishops are only the tonla 1B
of the Pope wherewith he rules. And no Christian may be so bold as to test
the laws nf the Pope by Holy 7'rit, for the Bible, says the Pope, 1s a dark book for
the ordinary Ohri stian, which can be understood and explained only by the church, t.hat
is, finally again, by the tlinfal1iblert Pope.

This is the abomination of Antichris1, as described in 2 T.hess. 2, f~ho opposeth
and exalteth hi~£elf above all that is called God. or ~~~t is worshipped, so that he
as God si tteth in the temple of God, shOWing himself that he is God." What the Chris­
tian' s pnsi tion sJowuld be towards the Pope fuid his usurped pcwer, Luther says in the
Smalcald ArtIcles, "Therefore we ought not here to kiss his feet, or to say, 'Thou art
my gracious lord,' but as the angel of Zechariah 3:2 said to Satan: The Lord rebuke
thee, 0 Satan." Trigl. 477; Mueller :309.

But false church governr.Jent, insofar as is practiced in the name of the church,
1s not confined to the Papacy.

o. Greek Church Orders

In the place of the Pope the so-called Greek Ch~rch has bishops. They supp~se

"that the Holy Spirt t has aj?pointed the bishops c>'" truly as rulers ani heads for the
indi vidual congregations which are tl".l.e believers~1I All believers should for con­
science sake be SUbject to the government of the bishops.

D. Protestant Church Rule:

A false teaching of church government is taught and pmcticed in the greater part
of the so-called Protestant Christendorr.. Indeed the stipulation 1s u~ually falnd
here, that the church must not establish anything that .£2!?:.t:radicts (i'od's Word. So,
e.g., it is among the Episcopalians, Presbyterians, I.1ethodists, etc. But among them
there is a very great misconception concerning the arrangement of things not commanded
in Scripture. To speak of only one thing: they ascribe, e.g., to general church con­
ventions the power to decree rules, to which then the Christians must be subject for
conscienoe sake. So it is stated in the Confession of Faith of the Presbyterians:
"It belongeth to synods and councils ministerially, to determine controversies ot
tai th, cases of conscience; .iQ. set down rules and directi ons for the better ordering
of the public worship of God, and government of His church; to receive complaints in
cases of mal-administration, and authoritatively to detel~ine the same: whiCh decrees
and determinati ons, if consonant to the Word of Grad, are to be received wi th reverence
and submission, not only for their agreement with the Word of God, but also for the
power Whereby they are made, as being an ordinance of God, appointed thereunto in
His \Vord." Chapter XXX-II.

E. Lutheran Lords:

But also into the church called Lutheran false church government has forced its
way in various degrees and shades. iTe here call special at tent ion to the aberrat ion
here in .America which aimed at power to comnand and which has its champions in Ger­
many among a part of the free-church Lutherans. They teach a divinely instituted ci.lureh
government beside the office of the Word of God which must prepare rules for the in­
dividual congregations or groups of congregations and which for conscience sake must
be obeyed by Christians.

This church government, they say, must be accorded divine authority even wheq
!! ~oes not apply God '8 Word and commandments. Of course tne limitation is adcled
that such a government must not prescribe things which are contrary to Scrip'tu ret
But that does not better the situation. It certainly is already contrary to Scrip­
ture to pl'escribe for Christians things which God has not commanded in His \"lord.

F. ~isuse of the Fourth Commandment;
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the Fourth Commandment has been used, both In America and Germa~y. Parents can 19
oommand their children to do things which are not comnanded in God's Word 9 as
long as eu('..h things do not go against God's Word. But pastors and other eleoted
church officials, they say, belong to the spiritual fathers. So they claim we also
('We them obedience, by divino orde:::-, in all things which God's '\'lord bas not oommanded,
as long as that 70rd has not fOI'bidden then. Thi 9 arg-,,'ment has deceived many sensible
and wise people. Nevertheless it Is altogether wrol.l.g' and is very easlly refuted.

What then is the situation? Parents can indeed command their children in things
that go beyond the ':'lord of God because God has given the parents lawgiving authori ty,
when, e.g., Col. 3:20 says: 19ChUdren obey your parents in all things." According
to God's order, ohildren are ~~~£ the parents. But has not prOVided the ohurch, or
ra.ther individual persona in the church, with law-giving a.uthority over b Christ1a.ns.
Here one must say: "One is your :Uaster, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. tt For
children, of course, parents are in 9;od' S S tE?~~ in respee t to th()se things which God
has not commanded. But offioials in the chu:rch a:re not in this manner in G1d IS stead
uver Christians. All Chris.1ians J!.~ .~l!:~S:tly ul1.d~ God al~ '.vi thout having ohurch
wfflcials ~ intermediate ~steJ:~~ ~ly one is their Master, Christ; they all are
brethren on the same plana (coordinated). Christ has left nn representatives anearth
whJ in His stead show.d g:l..ve corr;llla~ds t·~ the Christians in things whioh He ms left
unregulated (ungeboten) 0 ':'7hc,ever poses as r,uch a substi tu,ta for Ohrist .mter.teres wl1Z1
Christ's government.

G. Reasons for Defending Christian Literty:

It has been asked: "Does it really matter much that the Christians de rot permit
themselves to be commanded by men in the so-called ad::a.pllora? What great harm 1s
done if it is made a oonscience matter for Chr~st:ans to subject themselves to human
ordiaa.nces which are set up wi th the best of intentions? More than once we have been
censured for spending SJ muoh time and effort in defending Ohristian freedcm.

(Objectors Laok Knowledge of Scripture.)

Thol3e who raise this objecti')n show that they have a meager understanding of spfr­
Itual things. In his Letter to tho Galatians, St. raul admonishes the ChristiansWifh
many words to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made them free. Gal. 5.
And Luther as a faithful pupil of St. Paul says, as is lm0wn, that every Christian
should rather sacrifice his life than to become subject to man-made laws in the ohurch.
Let ua briefly examine for ourselves the reasons for this position.

1. Going Beyond the Word Dethrones Christ.

7lhoever in the churoh goes beyond the ryord of Christ to give la\7s interferes with
the government of Christ and offends ills ]:Tajesty" Christ Is the Owner of the church,
having purchased it wi th His own blood, Sj that He is her Master, her cnly Lord and
Commander. Il''.)W whoever beside Christ wou.ld ala,", command the ohurch, be it muoh or
little. he thereby forces himself into Christ's position of Savior and Buler. He som
as though he als~ had died and .?as buried and rose again for the Christians.

2. The Glory of the Christian ~ lL-'J.rred Ex. Commandments 01:~.

Furthermore: ~oever in the church goes beyond the ~ord of Christ to give laws
mars the glory of the Christian with which Christ has crovvned them. All who by faith
in Christ have obtained forgiveness of sins and sonship of God have there~ith also
gained the privilege to be subject in all spiritual things only to Chris t and ms Word
and to be free from all man-made laws. That is the glorious liberty of the ohildren
of God which has been purchased, not with gold')r silver, but "'i th the preoious blood
?f Christ, and has been given to them in justification" trow wr.Bn men clalm the light
t) govern the Christians with their - men's - oommandments, they therewith make of
God's free ohildren servants of men and actually expect of them tm t they should fall
--- b n,.,_~ _. "'T\~~_ ..... ~ .........t tlO"'~T~ T.n+'1'Il>,._ "T,At it not be a small matter t,., ycu ta
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His blood, to burden consciences ~dth sin where there is none. He who does 20.
that and may do it, may also do all evIl, yes, he thereby already rejects
everything that God is, teaches and does, including His Christ." St. Louis J XX: 207
(Against the Heavenly Prophets.)

Furthermore: Whoever in the church would issue commands not found in God's Hord
thereby causes the greatest di::lOrd~r in the church. Tha issuing of human lav!s bevond
God's Word is defended with the gOCld intention thereby to Ee:-ve good order in the
church and to protect it from otherwise thre3.ten~ng disorder. Concerning this al­
leged threatening disorder if human rules B.re not resorted to, some fe,,! vrords later.
Here first of all we would hold to this ~lch: Eve~T orderi~g of things according to
which Christians are cor.-manded beyond the Word of God is from the start an abom:tnable
disorder, a total perversion of the house rules in the church of Chri.st. The first
and all-ruling paragraph in this house order reads: "One is ,rour !'Taster, even Christ;
and all ye are brethren. II

Whoever in the church '\>!o1J.:d ~ive corr.rr:Ands bevond the it/ord of God is are,;.
volutionarx. in the church. He desires" to ovey.'throN t1:~ rightfully established order,
namely the exclusive gcvernment of Chrict. LLlU,er calls the arrangement of the na­
pacy, according to which the Pope and the cl.shops should ha"lJe the D01,rer' to make
conscience-binding laws along side of Scrinture 9 an aJ.~rangement llagainst God," Yes,
"the devil's arrangement". St. L., XIX:704. He (I.ut~l~r) desires "that all Chris­
tians ever bless ther-selves ~\\'lth all cr'e-'sses against one belief that the PODe!s

gOQ"ermment is based on !~r;r~!:..11 ~'!e also char.?cte:r<j:3€ as m.sorder every government in
the church whereby Christians are commanded anvching beyoncr--the Word of God, irre-
spective of Hhether such con:"'TIands come from pasters, Svnads, colleges of church
officials, consisteries, presiding bishop or any such source.

Finally, ha~ is done to the church by all church government tha t beyond God's
v"Jord imposes on Christians the la",rs of men. Luther says of the papacy: "HOI" the Pope
has ruled in the church after he gained this" - the rule over Christians - "is mani­
fest to us." St. L., XIII:12L.2. Yes, verily, it is manifest. Let us be warned! If
it is once admitted that besides Christ men can give orders in the church, then gate
and door are open for all false doctrine and practice. vVhoaver dar'3s to command
Christians in the so-called adiaphora will also not shrirur back from giving orders
out of his own head in true matters of faith. Yes, he has already struck at the heart
of the Christian faith by binding their consciences to something different than
the tlord of God.

v(bere statutes of~ arise, God's Hord ceases to rule. That lies in the nature
of the case. Uhere you allow men to give cOIllJ"'ands, the true Christian conscience is
lost. Then no longer a sharp distinction is made between God's Word and the ~~rd of
man, then consciences degenerate, then consciousness for pUre doctrine is lost.

The history of these matters surel:r speaks nlainly enough. Fhat has hanpened
under the papacy? IIThis,lJ says Luther, IIthat the lIord of God is lost, that the church
is turned into an earthly government, new services to God have been established, and
everJ~hing has been sought and invented to get the money out of the peoDle and to in­
crease the splendor of the priests (Pfaffenpracht).11 St. L., XIII:1239f. !"That has
happened in the State Churches? In them neople have become careless over against
God's Hard but so much the more strict about the ordinances of the State Churches.
In consequenct:. also a strange way of speaking has been developed. lAmen in State
Churches they speak of things from IIabove II , the T·rord of God and God are as a rule not
meant, but the earthly government and the church officials. That is characteristic
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of the situation. t~nfs word has crowded out God l § Word. That is the terrible 21.
curse of the perversion of God's order in the church.

How important it is therefore to hold to the right doctrine of church ~vern~ent,

to ascribe conscience-binding power only to God's word and not to human and church
ordinances.

SUMrJIARY:

("Every government is false which corunands the Christian anything - be it much
or little - beyond the Hord of God." p. 11.)--

III. GOVEffilMENT OF THE vJORD AJ.DNE HI P R ACT ICE
~~::..:::..:.:;.=~ -- -- --- ---- - - - - - - - - -

Now what sharoe 1'!ill government in the church take in actual practice when the
church is ruled alone by God's Hord?

A. In a Local Christian CongreP-'1tion:

Let us consider first the or~17 d.i'Tinelor founded external fellov>'IShip, the Chris­
tian local congrega~io~, in wtich there is the nroper order. The pastor of the
congregation by right of office apnlies the;Icrd; naturally also by that right he
rules the congregation 1'<'ith the Ford. He rules l·'henever he nubliclv frOM the pulpit
sets forth what in general and in particular is God-nlea,sing doctrine and God-pleas­
ing life. 1·l1hen in his deali11;!S 'hi.th indi '!id1J.Cll pe2::...sQ:;-U2 he makes ~:nown God' 5 hTord and
will and maintains them, he governs likeidse. He Governs, not nersonall;T, not because
of greater gifts, learn:'ng or est.eem, but because officially it is his business to
apply God fs (fJord and to the extent that he doe 5 this.

Thus Luther ascribes to all pastors in their congregations'the right of snirit­
ual governing. He writes, in opposition to the Ronan deblsion, which ascribes
governing powers to Pope and bishops: "Thus every p,§,s-s'?.t: 2.!: sn-iritual raler shall be
a bishop, that is a sur:ervisor, a watchman, so that in his community and among his
people the Gospel and faith in Christ be established and upheld against all enemies,
Satan, and heresies." St. L., l.'lTIII:12e'3. And O'lr Co~fessions say: lITherefore the
Church can never be better governed and preserved than if we all live under one Head,
Christ, and all the bishops (pastors) equal in off:i.ce (althongh they be uneaual in
gifts), be diligently joined in the unity of doctrine, faith, Sacraments, DrB\~r, and
works of love, etc." - Trig1. 473; Fl1eller P. 30B, Smalcald Articles, Part II.

B. In a Local VoteFs Assemblv:

In order to handle its business the local congret;ation has its congrel?ation meet­
ing, according to the example of the Apostolic congregations. 1rlho rules in such
congregation meetings? IJaturally the minister by right of office must maintain the
authority of the Word of God also in the congregation reeetinv. Also here he rules
idth the Word of God. But in such meetings the members speak, too. And it hannens
not infrequently that a member of the congregati..on or several of them cite the Hord
of God or the words of God ~~ich throw clear light on and decide the matters in hand.
In this case these particular lasmembers [;overn. Of course, an'ain not bY their Olm

person, but because they applied the Hord of God which governs and decides all.
Christ rules in His congregation through them.

Permit me the privilege in this connection to point to a personal experience.
Brevious to all theological study, my first instruction about govern-tng in the church
I received from an ordinary Christian. One Sunday afternoon in i'Jisconsin a groun of
members from a given congregation were gathered in a farmhouse. A number of students
from a pre-theological school were also present. The conversation there turned to
church government and eSj:ecially to the question as to \lJho rules in the congregation
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meeting. One plain Christian t"len expressed his surprise that in the church 22.
there could be any dispute about church government. Said he: "It is clear
that he rules in the ch~rch who has the Word of God. In the congregation meeting
they rule to whom God has given the grace to cite the rig~t Word of God which decides
the matter." Thus in their last meeting a numb3r of members had ruled because they
quoted the Word of God which convinced all the others.

This then will be the pattern of government in the congregation in such matters
as are decided in God I sWord. Hm'! the arrangew~nt of adiaohora is decided by mutual
agreement has already been set forth. Here;e refer only "to one more thing; The
congregation may establish also assisting offices for the Dublic ministry, e.g., the
office of elder. Doubtless all of our congregations have this church arrangement.
The only concern here is that also to the elders no power is given that goes bevond
the Word of God.

C. In Synodical Unions:

But what is the form of the goverDT'ent of the church 1-Jhen the local congregations
have joined toeether in larger chkrch bodies, e,g., §y~lods? It may be objected: If
the church is to be governed only irJith the "Tora of God, 1:.bat sense is there to your
whole synodical arrangement, "'Ihich as you YO'.lrself alNays emphasize, is not commanded
in God I s \fJord? You have the lLl1ion of cong~egations in Synods in which the congrega­
tions consult with and hatch over one ano·cher. Besides the divinely ordained office
of the ministry, you have in your :rr.idst established other offices not ordained of God,
You have Visitors, District Presidents, a General President arrl other synodical offi­
cials. If God IS Hord is sufficient to rule the church, 't<lhnt meaning is there to
these human arran~ements?

--- ~>

We answer: Truly the meaning is not tl:a t the Word of God is not sufficient to
rule the church and that the poor forsaken church mlst be helped out ~dt~ a numher of
human arrangements. Our whole s3modical arrangerr;ent has the 6pposite mrnose.
Through it we desire to serve one another, so t~at the Ford of God and nothing else
shall rule among us. The Visitors observe ""hether or not in the CircUit laid out for
them the congregations follow the 1.Jord of God. The District Presidents have the same
office in the whole District, a.nd the General President woj_th certain limitations in
the whole Synod. Therefore we elect as Visitors and Presidents not perhans such
people who are handy with synodical documents ("die sich gut auf acten verstehen")
and who more than others are well acqaainted "lath the Synodical Handbook, but who are
wellgrounded in God's Hord (thoroughly experienced) and who have more ability than
others clearly to set forth and to apply the vlo-rd to given situations. The supervis ,;.
ing offices which are established in our synodical association, among other things,
it is stated in our Synodical Handbook: "Keening and promoting the unity of nure Con,;.
fession ll

; "Watching over the unity and purit7 of doctrine."Kap.4,1, old Constitution,
1873 Handbook.) It is not the purpose of Synod to bind the congregati.ons beyond the
WOlDllt of God with synodical resolutions. Concerning this subject our Constitution ra­
ther says very expressly: "The Synod is in respect to the self-government of the
individual congregation only an advis2El body.••• If a congregation finds the resolu­
tion (of the Synod) as not in agreement tuth the ~10rd of God or not sui.ted to the
congregation's -conditions, it has the right to ignore the resolution or, according to
the circumstances, to reject it." (Kap. 4,9, P. 7, 1873 Handbook.)

By the church arr~ngement of a Synod no ruling pO'l'ter should be estal:llished 1::mid­
es and beyond the vJord of God, but the "'hole arrangement should serve the absolute
rule of the Word of God.

D. Romans 12: 8 - "He That Ruleth •••• 11:

Also Luther speaks of offices that are established as assisting offices to the
office of the Hard in the church. These are the offices "which ShOllld supervise all
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offices" and "see to it that all offices are exercised T)rop~r.lylf. He also 23.
calls the supervising offices established in Chri8tian liherty beside the
preaching office a rt:lJE.g of.fic8o Bllt. at the s~:rne time he emphasizes most emphatical­
ly that such a "rulin2. 2.Kfi~('..1l is to be given no domj.nant position~ He calls it a
"servant" of the pr.eaching c:::'fice J which stonlC: "a rous3 and awaken.., ,just as a servant
may awake his master from S::..··'3:;J 2t:d otherl'nse ad1:1('nish tim in his office." Preach-
ers. even thOUf"h theY have the 'ni p'h~ 3i'. nff'i ce in r,hri s':',cmnnm _ s"c11l1 rJ i nneerJ on tJr':r

;I -----I..J-- ----v ----.- ---- --·-u-_·---- -~---- --- ~----- --------~ -----.-- ----.--- --- -_.--

part be ready always in sincere humility to accept rel':1in:l~rs and admonition from
their "rulers". Let us here qL.ote a longer, precious exposition by Luther.

Luther writes in his Church Postil about the 1'iords of Romans 12:18: "He that
ruleth, with diligence," in part as follovTs: "How does St. Paul nOlv change the order?
that he does not place the ruling at the top and first, but lets prophecy precede it;
thereafter serving, teaching, exhorting, givin;:;; and he places ruling way at the end
among the corrunon offices, namely in sixth Dlace. t'it1 ,out d011bt the Snirit did that
because of the future abomination of the d3vil "rho WQu.ld establish in Christendom
a pure tyranny and earthly pev-!er. As it also is today~ 1'0 rule others is accepted as
the most important job, and everything in Christendom must. conform to its tvranny and
~~ntonness, and all prophecy, serv~ce) teachin~, exhorting and giving must sooner
give way than that this tyranny wonld mffer loss by permitting itself to be guided
according to prophecy, teaching and other o:E'fi~es. But we should realize that noth­
ing is higher than the Word of God, w~ich office is ov~r every office. Therefore the
ruling office is its servant who shall arouse and a''iaken it, jJst as a servant awakens
his master from sleep or otherwise reminds him of his duties, in order that it be'
maintained \'!hat Christ says in Luke 22:26: iiIIlOsoever Wlll be the greatest among YOU,
shall be your servant; and the first shall be 1ast. I On the other hand, teachers and
prophets should obey the ruler and folloc\r him, and huml:le ther.1selves, that thus every
Christian work and office may serve the other. ThAn also shall be mair-tained v!hat
Paul teaches in this Epistle, that no one may regard himself as the be st one exalt­
ing himself above others, thinking of himself more highly than he ought to think.
They will then let one office and gift be more precious than others, and yet each one
therewith seI"'Te and be subject to the other (personally). In this way the ruling of­
fice is the most humble, and yet the others are all subject to it, and it in turn
serves all others with its care and sunervision. Again, prophecy is the highest, and
still it follows the ruler. 1I St. L., 7.11:339.

But - the further objecti ,n is raised - if there is in the church no rule of one
person over others, how can the sP9cial ~ift of ~ll~ be exercised? Among other
gifts. Christ bestows also the special gift of ruling in His Church. Among the var­
ious gifts with which Christ equips His church, Scri::>ture names eXDr~ssll also the
gift of ruling, Rom. 12: 6,; 1 Cor. 12: 2g. Certainly. But as none of the many gifts
in the church establish a power to dominate, so also not the g:Lft of ruling.

Individuals in the church have received, e.g., especially the gift of teaching.
They are able more exactly and ]';lore clearly than others to shOlAr what is true and what
is false doctrine. But there'with they are personally not in the least made ru.ler8 in
the church. The special gift of teaching should manifest itself esnecially in this
1.vay that t'he imparted teachi_ng does not apPGar as one fS personal doctrine, but that
it is recognized as the doctrine of God~s iJord.

Individuals in the church are favored above others v-!ith the gift of explaining
the ScriDtures. They are able better than others to bring the sense of Scrinture to
light. But therevJith again they are not given any kind of p01'Jer to dominate in the
church. The special gift of explaining appear as one's personal explanation but are
recognized as the explanation given by the Holv Bible itself.

The same holds true also of the gift of ruling. It is true that certain indivi­
duals in the church better than others are able to judge and regulate matters that
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come before it. They have a snecial gift to rule. But how should this gift 24.
be exercised? Thus, that it places itself altogether in the service of the
Word of God, that it is emplo~;ed to rule the congrega.tion of God ~ God' s \,v~'I"Cl.

They illho are blessed with this ability should direct their gift in such a manner that
all things that are decided by God's Hord will thsn als0 be settled according to the
clear Hord of God, and that all things left freE; by Scripture i'rill be left to Chris­
tian liberty, to be sGttled by '-Jay of Christian rmtual agreemont.

Reference was made earlier to the po5nt th!3t when
stablishes the so-ca~led office of elder to assist the
no account give to this office the power to dominate.
misuse of the gift of God when sorr~one uses it to rule
ding to hiH ovm head.

the Christian congregation e­
?r€aching office, it dare on
It is an altogether disgraceful
the congregation of God accor-

Luther exhorts the pastors constantly to study the Scriptures diligently, and in
particular the Pastoral Letters: that they may be able to rule the Christians il7ith
the Word of God and that "there be no need to rule the Christians by their o\\rn human
notions." (Preface to 1 Timothy.) - -- ---

The most abominable example of such r.:isrule in the church namely ruling the
Christians "by their own hUInan notions!: - '\tIe have in the Dapacy. But every vastor,
yes, every Christian, has cause to let himself be wa.rned in this matter. He should
beware that he does not, because he has natural t~lent to rule, ~1le in the church
according to his own head and so claim a lordship for himself in the church. Luther
says in reference to this point in connection with the listing of offices and I!irts
in the church, Eph. 4:11: "These are the various offices, and therefore we must dis­
tinguish between the gifts. But because of such distinction of gifts and offices, no
man should ascribe to himself e'lrthly pOlver, desiring to rule in an earthlv manner.
They ~, everyone of tl-lem, bov.nd to th~ ggspel, so that they must abide by it and
not do anything contrary to it. This is the right, system i\lhich should be and rer:ain
in the church. And it is a far better systen than that of the Pone who has marie an
arrangement not on account of offices but on account of external ?01~r, contrary to
the command of Christ. 1I St. L., XIII:1241.

E. Synod Has No Legislative Power Over Congregations:

Here yet a few words about the to-be-feared disorder if in the church no Chris­
tian can command another and if even a Synod does not have legislative po~rer.

Human reason thinks that power mllst be given to one or more persons:in· the church
to give commands be:v-ovrl the T!'!ord of God. Otherllise confusion '!tall follow.. Luther
already busied himself with this objection. He \\rrites: !rBut now someone may ask and
say: v,Jhat kind of a goverrnnent is it, and hOi" can it stand, where there is no head,
and if those who are in office are all equal, and if nobody has more po,~r or author~

ity than the other? For reason considers such equality as a deformity and harmful
thing. Again, ~~ere there is a head to whom others must look and by which they can
be guided, reason considers such an arrangement useful and from this draws the con­
clusion: It must also be so of things are to go i'/ell in the church; else there ""ill be
utter confusion and disorder." "And this is the reason," Luther adds, "which still
holds captive many sensible and wise peoole."

Luther reports that in his time there were people ",ho did not '!trcmt indeed the
dominion of the Pope because it is "a manifestly indisputable offense". But at the
same time they held it to be necessary that in the church there should be an arrange­
ment "as in earthly governI"'ent where (among the servants in the church) one should be
higher, have more rights to command and have more power than the other," for the pur­
pose - you should know it, for the purpose of avoiding disorder. That is the nositfun
even today of "many sensible and il7ise people." Even in our dav the sects and the
Romanizing Lutherans still operate with such reasoning. But let us listen to Luther
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in respect to this objection - 25.

He says: 11True it is, reason considers it a deformity and hannful error, that
all who have a church office should be equal, and that one should have the same right
to command, the same power and the same authority as the other ••••But we have here
an express command of our dear Lord Christ. He has ordained that in His Itingdom,
which is a spiritual kingdom, things should go on differently than in an earthly
kingdom: so that all may learn how in the Kingdom of Christ not human po~er or great
esteem, but alone the Hord of God shall count and rule." St. t., XIII:1240. That
Christians actually bow before-Godl'SWollJDi we have seen earlier.

F. 50-~ear Success of The Rule of The T'lord Alone__I~. The Hiss01.!.ri S,mod:

tet us look at ourselves. Our Synod has now /1896/ gone through a 5G-year ex­
perience of church government alone by the Horo of God. The "nothing but confusion"
and "disorder, II which the ",nole "'orld fears under such a government, has not come to
pass among us. That was also prophesied for us both here and on the other side of
the ocean. The sentence, that the Synod over against its congregations has only "ad­
visory" and not legislative 'OO'l-'rer, hes been called the "real heart of anarchy." . The
church which does not enjoy a governrtent 1dth legislative power is, it was said, "a
little plant without a supporting stake." Confusion "TOuld soon rule with such a Con­
stitution as ours.

Nothing of all this has come to pass. Also as far as outward order is concerned,
we in our Synod have experienced perhaps the mo st peaceful period which the church
has ever enjoyed. We must say: Government of the church by God's Word alone has
proved itself among us in fifty years of practice. Indeed, the flesh of the Chris­
tians has made itself felt also among us. It has not al,,~ys mlbmitted au once to
God's Word. Here and there long discussions, much teaching and continued exhortation
were necessary. But God's Hord has kent the upper hand. Also in seemingl3" hopeless
cases it has manifested its ruling and all governing pov,'8r. Government by the 1!·Tord
of God alone has bound us and held us together so firmly that outsiders thought and
still think that we have a high church government. Only lately an English church pa­
per wrote that the Nissourians are the "High Church Party': in the Lutheran Church.

I repeat it once more: The governing of the church alone "dth the Word of God
and the leaving free of everything that God's Word has not commanded has proved it­
self among us. We have experienced it in our s}modical life that the church of God
prospers best when it remains with God's order. Hay~ never be changed!

G. Your Old Adam Seeks 'fo Rule Others:

In this matter also there is need for spiritual
government is so general in the church points to the
tians which harbors this perversion of God's order.
flesh which is to be found also in everyone of us.

vigila.nce. That fact that false
soil still found in all Chris­
That is the evil flesh: the evil

According to the flesh, the one desires to be higher than the other and not
merely a servant who serves his brother or his brethren 1~d.th the Word of God. Accor-.
ding to the evil flesh the Christian desires not only to serve the Word with 11is
gitts, but to misuse his gifts for dominance. Here is need for watching and prayer!
Furthennore: The flesh of the Christian does not see the glory of the teaching of J.1s­
tification and consequently also not the Freedom of the Christian ~. --

The flesh of the Christian does not understand the spiritual nature cf the church
of Christ, but desires always to confuse it (interchange it)wi.th the kingdoms of this
world. It does not believe in the po~r of ~~ of God, but considers the Word a
weak thing. Insofar as we give ear to the flesh, we look around for a stronger gov­
ernment, to a governnent whose arm is to be stren£thened bY' ",rantin~ to it more no-wer
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In thls matter it is as in the doctrine of Justific"ltion. All sniritually 26.
blind people believe that every door is opened for a life of sin ~hen it is
taught that justifica.tion and =:a17ation are obtained by grace, for CI1rist f s sake,
through faith, without works. Therefore we have the attemp~s of the whole row of
heterodox boaies - from Pop'>~8ect i;r-;rough all sect2 do,-m to the synergistic Luth~ra!ls

- to mix the 1Ifo:rks of r:F~.n illt~o the L~~'ct.r-...cD'~ of 'j~l dificaticn and attair.ment of salva­
tion. They b'S'lie"""-;e-fh;'t -onl~r in t:--lis 1.'illy will Chrlst..i.an living be nromcted.

Even so in the rr:atter of chu2:"ch gO"irp.rnment. All v:ho judge according to the fIe sh
believe that God IS fi(;rd alone is net suff::_cie~1t for gove~';0.l1G the church. If the
church should not bec.:mse of dl::Jort.·1;.'lr fall into ruin, it 11') n0C0ssar;:r to have Boards
with legislative pC>V'fGr. Therefore we have tha L

, long line cf fal!'.\c church governments
starting with the papacy and ending v-rith American S;)7nods endowed vr.i.th la"'l-giving au­
thority. But that, as said, is the judgme:lt of man's blind reason. St. Paul says
concerning the relation of sanctification to justificCl tion; "Sin shall not have do­
minion over you: for ye are not under the La'-I, but under i"l'ace." Analagous to this,
it should be sa.id concerning churc!1 government: The churc}-;-:\;dll not fall into di s­
order, but will be governed "'Jell if it is not ruled by hUl'nan statutes but a.lone by
the Word of her Maf,t~r.

H. The Devil Has Nad'3 A Fool of Tl1E"t Gr:'lrDh ~""'ich Adds Human Rules To God's Hard To

Rule The Church:
Let us by God's grace adhere to this form of governing. Every temptation to de­

part from it is to be recognized and rejecte::i as a temDt-,ation of t:-,e devil. The devil
makes a fool of the church Hhen he persuades it to believe that it must have in its
midst a power and authority that goes beyond the \I01'd of God. In that moment the
church becomes weak when it begins to look about for h~~an supporting rules ~nth the
idea that God's Hord is not sufficient as a rulinz arld sustaining povmr. In this way'
it takes flesh for its ann and departs l\r::.th its h0art from the orly Lord of the church.

CONCILTSION:

Yes, we must say: The ch2J):gh s'J~de~ !isclf a~ s:hurch ~d adonts the ~~!:

of earthly kingdo!!!§. just .§...t? .?2S:2. ~? ~_t. is 2Q~ s'1t~_sfied vvith ~he v.J0.l:Q of Gog §:.Q
the means whereby: it 8ho'.11d be governed.

How glorious in contrast is not the church goverrJnent ioihich is carried on alone
through the vJord 'of God~ HOlf can we find words ~nough fitly to describe the glory of
this church government! Christl s honor thus remains inv:,olate; He remains as He
should - the only Na.ster. - TheChri;t;ians' glory r3:;iains inviolate. Thev enjoy their
high, dearly bought privilege: To stand, without the mediation of men, directly under
their Savior's doninion and government. All gifts conferred UY' Christ upon His church
are used rightly; they serve only to glorify Christ, not for self-glorification.

And the church is stro_1!E under this gover-nrnent, no matter hm-, weali it may appear
before the eyes of men. \'lhatever is brought together and held together through God's
Word no power on earth, also not the fear of death, not even death itself can drive
apart. That we as a church body en50y this "'Jonderful, unspeakably glorious govermnent
is so great a grace that we should daily praise and glorjfy God beCR.use of it. And
h01." zealous we should be to spread the Kingdom in l.'hich Chdst rules alone through
His Word! How willing we should be to place all goods and girts into the services of
this Kingdom! How easy we shouJd be able to forget a.ll per'sonal insults caused among
us since we as brethren stand together in such a glorious Kingdon!

Oh, may God open our eyes to the glory of the church
Christ I s Hord! Under this goverp.ment "',fe desire by God f s
our eyes we ~ Him who has led us bv [is Wor£. .Amen.

------- .... -tI""!'---

government alone through
grace to remain until ~d.th
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Dear Brethren:

REPORT OF THE PRESS CO~~lITTEE 27.

Your Press Committee is working in conjunction with the local pastor, and

~~ ~~sh to report that this Convention has been pJblicized in the t~u local newspap~

ers, the Albany Democrat Herald and the Lebanon Express.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. O. U. Schaefer

Rev. E. L. Fehlberg

REPORT OF TIlli COl:1NITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

Dear Brethren:

Your Committee on Theolog~ical Education has been requested by Christ Luth­
eran Church of Eilwaukee, liJisconsin, to bring the following '!Joints nertaining to the
Conference Seminary to the attention of the Convention:

"CHRIST WTHERAN CHURCH RECOGNIZES THE FOLLOFING:

1. By the Lord I s rich grace, our congregation has been enabled again during the past
year to carry out our obligation to the Conference under the Milwaukee Semina~J Plan.

2. It is possible tha.t our congregations may not be able to suppihy students for the
coming school year.

3. Because of the Lord I s t-Iission Command, it is nevertheless necessary that our Con­
ference continue to provide for a future ministry by preserving the Concordia Lutheran
Conference Theological SeminaIJT as a permanent institution in our Conference.

4. Possible future students cannot be attracted to an institution that exists in name
only and is !!2i active and not available.

5. During the past years our Pastor has been able, under the Lord f s blessings, through
practical experience and study, to lay the ground work for a well-organized Seminary
and a thoroughly trained professor-ship. Should no student be led by the Lord to en­
roll for this coming year, the professor will then have time and opportunity so
essential for preparing himself and the Seminary for greater service' and blessing to
the Conference in its future ministry. The professor will also t~en be able to aid
the congregations in interesting our people in this important work and in gaining our
consecrated young men for service in the I"ord I s vineyard.

WE THEREFOHE .R'ESOLVE:

1. To thank the Conference for establishing and maintaining the Seminary during the
~ "~st years and thus to have made a beginning in providing for the future ministry of
our church and also to have at the same time benefitted our OlA111 congregation in many
ways;
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2. To urge our Conference to continue in the present arrangement i\Qth our con- 28.
gregation under the Nil"''aukee Seminary Plan in order that the "Jork may continue
to go forward; and

3. To help our Conference to that end, under the Lord's blessing, by taking upon our­
selves ;,\50 of the professor I s monthly salary, thp.reby reducing the Conference's
responsibility to ~-?250 per month. Fe also ezpect t'J continue with our monthl;T payment
of :i~25 towards the Conference Lean. Due to the additional obligation we exnect to
assume in connection with the Seminary nrofessor1s sa12rv, we regretfullv'find it im­
possible at this present time to aid with any increase in the Seattle subsidy. We
sincerely hope that our sister congregations will be able to make the requested
increase a reality."

In this connection I should like to call your attention to some plain facts!
The existing situation at our Semina.ry certainly calls for some deep ffsoul-searching rt

on the part of every member of our Conference. Just think, tJ1ere are no nrosnective
students for our Seminar~y! Do ",'re realize Hhat this means? l;1hat if the lord in His
wisdom should call so,ne of the n8stors to be with ,Tesus in the joys of heavenj or,
what if some of the pastors were e-ven unable to serve their congregations due to some
illness? vfuere would the vacant co~~reEations secure pastors?

How may the situation be remedied? Jesils says, "The harvest truly is plen­
teous, but the laborers are few; PRAY ye thGrefore the l~rd af the harvest, that He
will send forth laborers into His harvest rr (r'att. 9:37 ,38). Can 1\re honestlv say that
our prayers in behalf of the Semir~ry have ascended to the Th~~O ~~ n~~~~ ~Q tnA~r

should have? The Apostle James t':Ti tea, liYe ha-ve Clot, becau;~4~; a;k ~~t~- (4:2)':"
Loreover, can we also say that vie have done <11.1 that l'/e POssibl~r can as nastors, con­
gregations, and parents, to interest and encourage abls and consecrated young men
~Qthin our Conference to prepare for the highest office in the Church? 0 may God
graciously forgive us vmere we have been so remJss and help us to mend our v~vs that
the work in the Lord I s Vineyard be not hampered by our weaknesses!

Hay God grant us true wisdom as N9 deliberate uoon this very imnortant mat-
ter!

aesnectfully submitted,

Rev. M. L. Natterer, Chairman

REPORT OF TI£G S1,}~INARY INSTRUCTOR

Dear Brethren:

By the Lord's rich grace, the Seminary program of accelerated instruction
for Student Julius Schmitt was successfully concluded with the graduation service on
September 9th in Christ IJutheran Church or I'ihrclUkee. At the f;raduation ceremony Mr.
Schmitt was presented a dinloma i'Jhieh gives official recognition that he is nOH a
Candidate of the Holy Linistry and eligible for a call in our lilidst.

On Sentember 24th the Seminary resumed its sessions for the year 1962-63.
Since no students had enrolled, the SeminC'rY instruction consisted entirely of a DOst
graduate course set up for Candidate Schmitt. Classes were held forenoons, from 8:00
to 12:00, l' onday throueh Friday. This post graduate course was concluded on Hay 31st
of this year when the Seminary instruction 1~S scheduled to close for the summer re­
cess, according to the current Catalog Calendar.
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The he81lth of the faculty and student body, under the Lord '6 rich 29.
blessings, ,.,.as exceptionally good. And, again, the relationship beh!een stu-
dent and instructor and the brotherly coopera.tion beh-.reen the Seminary and the local
congregation was also excellent. For all of which "re rdve glory alone to our Savior.

At this time I '.,.ould also like to make mention of' the fact that during the
course of our 'It!ork together in the Send_nary classroom) Student Schmitt and I trans­
lated from the German into English Bente's V6ry excellent treatise on the Law and the
Gospel as it e.ppeared in l.ehre und 1Jahre, the theolof:TicaJ. journal of the Yissourl
Synod in its former days of orthodoJ0J. After the translation has been carefully check­
ed against the original and the best possible English rendition assured, I hone that
this translation can be duplicated and made available to our Conference members.
Rightly dividing the lrJord of truth, correctly distingnishing beth~en the Law and the
Gospel, is the great need of our presentday Christianity.

To date there have been no applications for entrance into the Seminary for
the next calendar year. ~!hile in Seattle last spring I did have opportunity, through
a contact which Pastor Bloedel had made possible, to nersonallv interview a nos sible
future student for the Seminary 0 The :rOUrlf man in ouestion eXDressed interest in our
Conference and Seminary, and showed great concern for ortHodox teaching and its nre­
servation in our day. He reouested him to cot'.taet us ag8.i,n mould he desire to inQuire
further into the matter. To date, however, we have not heard from him. May the Lord's
\\d-ll be done in his case. And may the Lord's \'Vl11 be done also l\Iith regard to the
Seminary for the future.

The official Se:ninary Catalog has also nm,! been made available to the
congregations of our Conference in sufficient quantities so that all the brethren can
acquaint themselves and possible future students with the curriculum of our Seminary
and the qualifications for entrance. Copies are available through your pastor.

1tJhile our Seminary is presently faced "rith the nrospect d: no students being
enrolled for this com~_ng year, I would like to urge our Conference brethren to recog­
nize the continued need of maintaining a Conference Saminary in vie,"! of the Lord's
~d-ll in this respect, and that it therefore do all it can, under the Lord, to preserve
the Seminary as a permament institution in our Conference, that ~ strive to secure
for it a ~ll-trained and capable teaching staff, and that we endeavor to sunply it
with our consecrated sons to be trained there for the blessed work of the ministry in
our Lord I s vineyard.

It is important for us to keep in mind that the public ministry must be
maintained in the Church because it is a divine ordinance, having been commanded by
the Lord, Titus 1:5,7; ~cts 20:17,28; Acts 14:23; Eph. 4:lili-13. At the same time we
must not fall into the error of malting a means of grace of the Dublic ministry and
coordinate it with the Hard and the Sacraments, as though it is absolutely necessary
for salvation to every man, so that "dthout the service of ~tt· ordained pastor a man
can neither come to faith nor obtain absolution fer his sins. But, as Dr. F. Pieper
in his dogmatics points out, "the truth that tr.... }'ublic ministry is not absolutely
necessary dare not be made an excuse for desnising this office." He t~len lists three
points vmen the office of the ministry is desnised, the third of ,'Shieh reads as fol­
lo'ltJS: "Hhen Christians are slow to erect and Maintain schools for the training of men
for public service in the Church. Cf. St. L. X:417; Ibid, 458ff.)."

May the Lord of the Church no~r graciously direct our Conference so that we
may find it possible to continue this important work in our midst to the glory of His
name and to the extension and edification of His Churchl Amen.

Respectfully submitted,
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Dear Brethren:

REPORT OF THE Ca~1ITTfEE ON MISSIONS 30.

Your Corr~ittee, first of all, vnshes to express its pratitude to the Lord
for having made it possible for our Cor.vention last year to adont definite ~lidelines

for our Confer-ence missio:C1 l,vork. Our Con.1~€re!1ce nOlllT l-tas a 'I\rorl~~3.ble basis upon which
its hission Committee can) under the Lord's b13ssings) effectively ~lnctiono Mission
vJOrk is the fourth objective of our Conference, as outli.ned in our Constitution, name­
ly, lithe joint extension of the l<ingdom of God through cooperative mission ''lork of
our congregations, Hatt. 28: 19--20, "Go ye thp.refore, and teach all nations, hantizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have cO!l1.1'Danded you: and, la, I am l-r.i.th you alway,
even unto the end of the world. Amen. r Iark 16: 15-16, i\'And he said unto them, Go ye
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 11 Luke 24: 47,
'And that repentance and remission of si~1s ShOl.lld be preached in his name among all
nations, beginrling at Jerusalem.' Acts 1:8, 'Jut ye shall receive nower, after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be vr.i.tnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and l'nto the uttermost part of the earth. til

NOl., in connection 1,!it~1 the above-mentioned Guidelines, your Committee wishes
to call attention to the fact that the Board of D:i.rec:-'crs in its Februar'r 12-13, 1963
meeting found it necessar~; to revise the last point J VII. The present version, as a-
dopted at our J'lst year's Convention, rea:ds as fo1101'!s: IISalary basis. In view of
the fact that ;God, in Scri~ture, makes no distinJtion between marri~a or unmarried
pastors and missionaries but says concerni.ng all that 'the lal:lourer is "rorthy of his
hire' the Conference shall grant no s1Jecia 1 subsidy to the congregations that are­
served by married pastors. To set up a dou8le stand~rd for salar,y, one for single,
another for married pastors, would be a temptation for congregations to refrain from
calling pastors who are bIessed 'with ,dfe and family. II The substitute version now
offered by the Board is found in your Prospectus, page 5, D. Your Committee recom­
mends the adoption of this suggested revision, because it offers guidelines which are
based on Scriptural prind.ples and vJhj.ch are general enough to cover the entire mat­
ter; the present version fails in both these respects.

Our Conference has one subsidized congrer,ation, St. Luke's of Seattle. Your
Committee chairman had an opportunity persona.lly to contact Pastor Bloedel and hiS
congregation this spring, and is convinced that Ollr Conference should tio its utmost,
under the Lord, to continue offering financial help to'~rd the cause of this young
mission congregation, located, as it is, in a great and populous city ,.mere manifold
opportunities are offered to let its saving light shine into the hearts of many lost
and erring souls. At this time Pastor Bloedel plans to give us an oral interest re­
port on st. Luke's mission.

As you know, Pastor Bloedel must do seclliar work on the side in order to
support his family, because the congregation is uIlc'3b1e to fully su,port him as its
pastor. Through your Comnlittee, therefore, St. Luke's congregation comes before the
brethren at this Convention requesting continued financial aid to help support its
pastor. During the first three months of this past fiscal year our Conference subsi­
dized St. Luke's in the amount of ' 75 Der month. Later, on the basis of a Conference
Referendum, St. Luke's was granted a subsidy of ;:90.10 per month, beginning October
1st and continuing through thi s month.

St. Luke's subsidy request for this nex.t fiscal year re'Jresents a sum. ",1l1ich
if it is granted will enable the pastor to leave his secular emnloyment and give him
opportunity to make full use of his God-given gifts in the work of the Lord's Church.
vlith that God-pleasing goal in mind, St. Luke's now requests for this coming fiscal

1963 Convention Proceedings Concordia LutheranConference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



year a subsidy in the amount of $170 per month. The official resolution of the 31.
congregation reads as follo,"ls: "That we pay our Pastor two hundred and ten dol-
lars (\~210.00) per month beginning July 1, 1963 and that 'We advise the Concordia
Lutheran Conference, through the Committee on Missions that we will make no Dledges
to the support of the Conference General Fund and/or Seminary Fund am that 1~Je reQUest
a subsidy of one hundred seventy dollars U;;170.00) Der month." See Hinutes of Con­
vention page 4: "This congregation plans to contribUiac tov.rard its pastor's salary
B210 per month and requests an additional ;)170 per montn from the Conference for a
total salary figure of ~;J80 per month." After giving this request prayerful consid­
eration, your Com.mittee recommends that this subsidy request be granted if, under the
Lord's blessings, the Conference finds itself able and willing, in the spirit of
Christian sacrificial love, to assume that responsibility. To that end we ask the
Lord's gracious blessings that His "'ill may be done among us!

Your Committee has received no other requests for subsidy fram any of our
other congregations. Although ~~ are all a~are of the fact that our sister congrega­
tion, Peace, of Tinley Park, has also been unable fully to support its pastor during
the past year and previously also. He too is therefore enga§ed in Dart-time secular
work. Your COIllInittee rejoices to note, hm'Jever, that nrogress is being made -by Peace
Congregation toward the final goal of being able to support its pastor fully, so that
he is able to discontirme his secular work e:1d serve the congregation full-time. Pay
the Lord graciously add His blessing to this Christian endeavor! Christ Lutheran
Church of t~ilwaukee has been a ble to support its nastor dnring this nast year by vir­
tue of the special arraneement with our Conference through the rih~aukee Seminary
Plan. Since the r-tllwaukee Seminar:v" Plan is the special resnonsibility of the Corrmt­
tee on Theological Education, we refer you to the report of that committee for the
financial picture on that congregation in its relationship ~d.th the Conference. In
that report it will be noted thot Christ Congregatio~1 is increasing its contributions
toward the financial support of the work of the Conference. Christ Congregation also
desires the Conference brethren to know that if, and just as soon as, the Lord should
make it possible for the congregation further to increase its contributions for Con­
ference work, it pla.ns to do so.

We rejoice that the Lord has so blessed St. Paul's, St. John!s, and st.
Stephen I s congregations that they are able to sunport their pastors besides shoulder­
ing a proportionate share of the expenses of the joint ~rork of our Conference. Hay
these congregations look upon that blessing as reason to join us in thanksgiving to
God for these His undeserved blessin{!s, and may we all, as we face tm future, resolve
humbly in the fear of God and in the grace of our Savior, to continue 'with 'li'rilling
hearts to support the Lord's work to the full extent of our ability. And that esne­
cially because, as the Apostle exhorts, because lithe end of all things is at hand."
Let us be "therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. And above all things have fervent
ch'lrity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. Use hos­
p~tality one to another without grudging. As every man has received the gift, even
so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold'grace of God.
If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any minister, let him do it
a~ of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 1 Pet. 4:7-11.

Your Committee also shares 1"1ith our Conference the blessed fact that the
Lord has answered our prayers for laborers for His harvest by placing at our disnosal
Candidate Julius Schmitt ,mo has concluded his post graduate 'li'Jork at our Seminary,
which closed its sessions on ~:ay 31st. He rejoice with grateful hearts before the
Lord who has so graciously ansl'!ered our prayers in giving us another laborer, the
first graduate of our Seminary, and "va n01'1 continue to beseech Him, nlea se, to so di­
rect our affairs th;;t we may be able to continue to train orthodox laborers for 1v'Ork
in His Church, and that He would open the necessary doors in order that Candidate
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Schmitt, and any others whom He may send our way to train, may actively parti- 32.
cipate in the blessed 1Aork of making disciples of all nations through the
preaching of the pure Gospel. To that end 1'1e continue to pour out our effectual,
supplications to Him, the Lord of the Church, and confidently and patientlv a't'rclit His
promised blessings!

At this time your Com;'1littee 'would also like to report its deep concern for'
the spiritual v~lfare of our ~eedy colored blood-brothers, the negroes, in particular.
We recommend, therefore, that our Convention recogrize this need, and- resolve by
special resolution to encourage our Conference to do everything it can, under God, to
bring the pure Gospel also to the colored race s repre sented in America, and elsewhere,
asking the Lord's gracious blessings on that phase of our Lord's general mission com­
mand, to which we would give special emphasis, h01'JeVer, because of the . turbulent
times and conditions in which 1"e presently are livi.,ng. And, furthermore, that since
our Conference is not able to provide financial backing for any further mission pro~

jects at this time and is therefore unable at present to call any missionary-at-large,
we encourage Candidate Julius Schmitt to continue ~~th the nersonal mission contacts
which he is making among the negroes of !Tilwaukee under the ausnices of Christ Luth­
eran Chureh, imploring the Lord's gracious blessings on him and his ~~rk.

Your Committee also ~~shes to five grateful recognition and praise to the
Lord for having given His evident blessinGs to the prayers of our Conference brethren
in behalf of St. Paul's congregation at Empire, Orefon. After three years (short of
two months) of being without a pastor of th3ir own, the Lord provided our sister con­
gregation vath a faithful shepherd. Pastor A. J. Cordes was installed on August 26th
of last year. FUrther evidence of the Lord I s blessings in this PeTrish was the Chris­
tian zeal with which the congregation and its pastor vrent for,'[ard:in its ~~aster' s work.
Your Committee would especially like to cOlT'mend the Congregation and Pastor for its
vigorous evangelism program, and we wish to express our sincere thanks to the Lord
with proper gratitude also to St. Paul's Church, congregation and pastor, for provid­
ing our Conference 1'ath a 't'Jholesorne sti.mulus for the work of missions, in offering us
by written word and by their own personal congregational example a wholesome testi-'
many to the Lord's glory and also for our 01ln encouragement and Christian instruction.
vie thank the Lord for these His unmerited gifts of grace, and we pray that He would
by His Holy Spirit touch all our hearts with a full sense of the blessed resnonsibil­
ities facing us in these days of great falling away and general corruption vJhich have
come upon us like a deluge; and vIe pray Him, the Lord and Hend of the Church, to grant
us the grace, as individual congregations and as a Conference, to use to the full all
His gifts among us and in us to His glory and to the furtherance of His blessed Chureh
everywhere to the salvation of immortal souls - our own and those of others - every­
where around the globe! To that end also, 1~ urge our Conference at this Convention
to adopt a tract prog:f\am. whereby we ~d.ll be able to prepare suitable materials for
tract distribution and thereby enable us to carry out our Savior I s mission command
more effectively by means of the printed 110rd at home and abroad in all the world.

It has been well said: Hission work is the life blood of the Church! If we
cease to do mission work in the local congregation and as a Conference, 1a:vmen and
pastors alike, \E will stagnate. In other 1vords, that would mean that we 'Will have
lost the Christian faith and we are then good for nothing but to be cast out, as our
Savior tells us, Eatt. 5:13, flYe are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost
His savour, Wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to
be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. II The Lord graciously pre serve us
from such a calamity every befalling anyone of us! \ve contritely confess that if
He were to deal with us according to His strict justicre, He would have to re~ect us
all forever as unworthy and unjust ste~'ards over His possessions! Therefore, we seek
His pardon and sue for mercy at the throne of His grace in the saving name of Christ,
being assured that we "rill receive a favorable hearing, for He Himself has said: "Him
that cometh to me I will in no wise c~st out. fI John 6:37.
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Brethren, Jesus has purchased us with the priceless payment of His 33.
own precious blood, redeeming us from sin, death, devil, and hell; and He has
won for all of us forgiveness of sins, life and salvationJ v'Je now as the result
have the sure hope of eternal life! hlhat a glorious heritage is ours! Freely it has
been offered and bestowed upon us by means of the preaching of the Gospel of Christ
which "is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth," Roman 1:16.
Oh, may we who have been so dearly purch?sed by His blood, embrace our Savior 'with a
living faith, rejoice in the salvation which He has brought us, and. now as His willing
and consecrated messengers give Him in return, as an acceptable "whole" (Ps. 51:19)
offering, our believing hearts and sanctified lives, so that His saving Gospel may
be made known by us throughout the i'.rorldl

As we face the future, then, let us joyfully heed our Sa.vior's call, ~"'att.

5:14ff., "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and
it giveth light unto all that are in the house. II Oh, may our Savior by His Holy
Spirit make us all into blessed life-bestowing, light-giving candles of salvation
among the nations of the 'WOrld, to the sa.lvation of our own souls and to the saving
of countless other souls still walking in darkness and error! To that end may He,
please, give each and all of us grace to hold aloft the banner of the Gosne1 in all
its saving truth and purity, and grant us also the grace the n to follow His clarion
cry to us in these 1E st corrupt times: BLet your ll.ght so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heavenS To that end
may He also bless your Christian response to this report of y~~r Co~ittee!

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. E. L. Hehlberg, Chairman

Hr. K. Ahlmann

Mr. H. Bachmann
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REBORT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOl. NATERIALS COM}:ITTEE 34.

Our Lord has graciouslir permitted the members- of the Sunday School ~"'a.terials

Comml~~ee to carry their work forward for another year o Two more months should -bring
to a completion the 10IQrk of preparing tvm series of leaflets, homework sheets, and
memory course. All of our cong:i.~egations have continued using the material. It is
the committeels hope that pastors, teachers, and children have found it both instruc­
tive and edifying.

Our Board has recorrIDlended that ~~ continue making the new materials avail­
able to our congregations in its present mL~eagraDhed form. This would have the
value of: 1) greater return of the investment alr~4jy made in stencils; 2) no large
outlay of funds at this time, and 3) continued time to make corrections and imnrove­
ments in the work before the change to printing. Our committee concurs in this
recommendation.

Almost all of our congregatior:s have continued to support this 'li'JOrk by re­
gular contributions to the Sunr1ay Sc:rool Fund so that a balance of over :noo has
accrued. It is hoped that such SUPDO::,t Hill conti.nue du:ri:1g the coming year so that
the balance will grow and eventually enable us to under'\>Jrite the printing of our
materials.

Announcement about our Sunday School materials he s been made in recent
issues of the Concordia Lutheran, with the result that several reauests for samnles
have been received and filled. This convention ~~ll need to consider Whether or not
it approves distribution of our materials to those outside our Conference and, if so,
suggestions as to pricing and methods of handling moneys received.

May the Lord continue to ble ss us in the carrying out of His command to
"feed My Lambs."

Hr. Elfred p. Bloede1, Chairman

Rev. P. R. Bloedel

Hr. David T. Hensing

Mr. Victor K. Bloedel
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Dear Brethren:

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON UJTHERAN UNION 35.

Your CommJ:(,vee nas auring the past year made a I1U1fiber of outside contacts
in the interest of Lutheran union.

The first of these came indirectly through Pastor Cordes and Pres. ~'Tensing.

One was H. li. Vietmeier of Scribner, Nebraska, and Pastor T. Pederson of Lyon, Neb.
Testimony was given to both of these men regarding the imnortance of God-pleasing
unity, and the desire expressed on our part that our Conference would like to meet
with anyone who is sincerely'linterested in continuing in the old orthodox paths of
our fathers. Nothing further came of these contacts.

Other contacts came as a result of a notice which Pastor Cordes inserted in
his Minor Missourian publicatioh. A number of pastors requested copies of the Brief
History of our Conference, but there were no further inouiries from them after we had
supplied them with that information.

In hannony with the Convention request of last year, your Committee contact­
ed Pastor }-icLaughlin and the pastors in fellowship with him, Dr. p. E. Kretzmann,
Pastors E. E. Erickson and L•.• ~J. t'viler~us, proposL~g a meetir"g betlveen t'1em and re#=
presentatives from their congregations and your Committee. Thev acceDted our
invitation to meet, and we then by letter proceeded to ,,,oli< tow8.rd a mutually a~ree­

able agenda for the first meeting. Your Committee requested the Board of Directors
at its October 9-10, 1962 meeting to give its assistance in "rorking out a suitable
agenda for the proposed meeting. This was done and the following agenda fortl'la meet­
ing was drawn up:

"The Board agreed that we should not discuss together any matters of church
work which developed subsequent to the split, until those matters which
occasioned the break in fellowship have been completely adjudicated on the
basis of the facts, as these are set forth chiefly in the correspondence of
that time as documentary evidence, and in the light of Holy Scripture. If
that is accomplished, we would normally proceed thereafter with other mat­
ters as they developed chronological~.

Our agenda for the first meeting, therefore, would be:

1. To establish, on the basis stated above, the immediate cause of the
split: since "We hold that the action of Dr. Kretzmann with his adherents
was the immediate cause and since, on the other hand, the groups ,\lith
which \oJe propose and sincerely hope to meet holds us as having bro~en

fellowship with it.

2. To determine, on the same ba sis as stated. above, whether the original
charge which had been brought against Dr. Kretzmann was valid or not.

Should these tHO points of the agenda be resol'Y'ed, which may God graciously
grant, it should be JIl1..l.t1Jally unders'80od and agreed beforehand that we ~'1OJJld.

at a future meeting then proceed w:i.th other matters of controversy as they
developed between us chronologically.

The Board also believes that in the interest of equity and fatrness, the
two groups be limited to no more than six each. Our constituted cemmittee
tor such purpolMS as this consists ot five members."
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\!Jhen your Committee then contacted the MacLaughlin group with this 36.
proposed agenda, it was flatly rejected by these men.

In spite of their refusal to meet with us on the basis of the agenda we
submitted, they expressed th8 desire, nevertheless, to meet with us to discuss doc­
trinal differences in reference to th'=l invisible Church and the trua visible church.
Since such discussion Hould involve chiefly matters "lhich developed subsequent to the
split, and since they refused to take up vJith 1.:.S those thingl:i which actually brought
about the split, we believed it was impossible to arrange a God-pleasing meeting ",lith
these men. This group continues to deny us the right to make reference to the cor­
respondence and other docurnentJ.ry evidence of that:. period in proof of the things
which were at issue, even thovgh the Lord requires us procerlyto witness and to prove
such matters: 2 Cor. 13:1; 1 Thess. 5:21.

We would have been hanpy to make further overtures toward that groun if it
had been possible for L:S to find still another approach 'which is in harmony 'tvith the
principles of Sc~ipture and sound reason. To date there is no further progress to
report regarding this matter.

In the interest of further eXDloring the possibilities of Lutheran unity
between us and other possible cons8l"vative Lutheran pastors, an invitation to a Free
Conference, to be held, the Lord willing, on Hcrtcla.y foLloFing our present Convention,
has recently been issued. The announcement e.PPf!ared in the Aryril issue of our Con­
cordia Lutheran. The agenda for thCit Free COrJi'eren~e and also Guidelines appear in
the current Nay issue of our Concordia L~thn!"an. I'le are nrayerfully hopeful that,
under the Lord's blessings, much good may come of this proposed endeavor.

Let us continue to make use of every 't'lroner available means to draw Chris­
tians together on the basis of God's ~)ord in the tru3 unity of the S't'lirit. And
meanwhile, let us Conference ~embers continue earnestly to endeavor to keep the pre­
cious unity of the Spirit Hhich God has already mercifully given us, a unitJ.~ which
has its basis alone on God's pure Hard! To that end nay we all work and pray, and to
that end may the Lord graciously bless us all that His name may be hallOwed among us,
His kingdom come, and His "dll be donel Amen.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. E. L. ~,cehlberg, Chairman

Rev. O. W. Schaefer

I':r. Victor Bloedel
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REPORT OF THE EDITORIAL Cm'llITTEE 37.

Dear Brethren:

The Constitution of our Conference states very explicitly the real object

of our church periodical in point 6 under Article III. "The T)ublication and distri­

bution of orthodox religious books, periodicals, and other literature far the promotion

of the~ faith." Recognizing this responsibility your Editorial Staff has endeav­

ored, by God's gracious help, to promote the true faith in the Concordia Lutheran.

It is our fervent prayer that the articles prove to be edifying to everyone, confirm­

ing the faith of those who are already continuing in the Word, bringing the erring

back to the Truth, and serving as a means of erulightening those ~no sit in spiritual

darkness.

D\lring the past year eve!jr~hing has gone ra.ther smoothly. Early last Fall

Pastor Bloedel assumed the task of printing our Concordia Lutheran after he was able

to acquire the necessary printing equipment. We are confident that the members of

our Conference recognize and appreciate the excellent printing job which Pastor

Bloedel produces month after month.

Ue attempt to keep the articles timely and at the same time maintain a pro­

per balance between the devotional and polemical articles. At times it is extremely

difficult to do this when we lack the necessary supply of articles. Porhaps sOII'.crof

you feel that we should have more news-items from our local congregations. In order

to do this we must depend upon you to send us such items which would be of interest

to the Conference. Incidentally, our printer has requested that all articles submit­

ted for publication should be double-spaced!

Constructive criticism and suggestions to improve our Concordia Lutheran,

plus the willingness to place one's talents at the feet of the Lord of the Church in

promoting the true faith through the pages of this magazine, are al1~Ys ~~lcome.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. ri. L. Natterer, Editor
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PROPOSED TRAC'r PHOGF..AH FOR THE CONCORDIA IUTHEHAN CONFERENCE

Tracts for distribution: "The Bible and Your Salvation."
llOur Curse RemoYed."
llChristian Giving and the Bible. ll

3S.

Studied and revised at the West Coast Pastors' Conference in Seattle Nov.
5-6, 1962. Revised again TTOV. 13th by Rev. Cordes. Revised apain at '.the }'Tay 1963
West Coast Pastors' Conference.

Presently the name of the 1rl§st Coast Conference tract nrogram is "Scriptur­
al Publications."

I. PURPOSE

To apnly the \lord of God in all its purit3r to all problems of faith and
life. To Ie t the world know our doctrine • At our 1"ilv.'aukee convention in 1962, "it
was resolved that we as a Confererlce and as individual pastors and congregations pub­
licize to the best of our ability our existence and our adherence to the true
teachings of the Ford of God."

To give the orthodox Christians outside our fellowship the opportunity to
find us and come into our fellowship.

To permit our Lord to use us as a salt and a light (ITatthew 5: 1.3-l61~ to the
heterodox and unbelievers outside our fellowship.

To make it easier for our own orthodox Christians to share the pure Word of
God with others, as they are cOlnmanded. "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts:
and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear. ll 1 Pet • .3: 15. See Col. 4: 6; 1 Pet. 2: 9.

Each member should have his o~n tract distribution program and send or give
the tracts to his o"m unchurched relativ3s and friends and those outside our fellow­
ship who are interested. Then when such prospects become more interested, the lay
Christian can refer them to the pastors of the Conference for further instruction.

To give the Lord the opportunity to keen the pure \~Jord of God among us and
our children for as long as possible. "NOvT I beseech you, brethren, bv tlre name of
our Lord JesuS Christ, tho.t ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divi­
sions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the snme mind-and in the
same judgment." 1 Cor. 1:10. "Blessed are the~r that he",r the \ford of God, and keep
it." Luke 11: 28.

II. FOTl}iAT

A. Hriting Format. 1. Gene ral Considerations.

Iach tract should apply La,,, and Gospel correctl:v. It should he .Scrint.ural­
ly sound, clear, to the point, in everyday idion, containing short rather than long
sentences, simple enough for the average reader, no matter how old. Origina.l authors
may test the tract on older people, young people, etc., in the congregation or even
in the community if possible.

Only the clearest passages should be quoted, ,:lith the locations of the pas­
sage in the text of the tract.

The original author should keep in mind his readers, i.e., Whether they are
orthodox or heterodox Christians. or unhelieverR nrim.<lr; 1,r
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Since the tract should represent the "public doctrine" of the entire 39.
Conference, no personal name should appear on the tract.

2. Tract Composition.
A. The tract chairman shall assign tract topics to felloH pastors and/or laymen
through their pastors.

B. The author shall ~ail the tract chairman clear triplicate conies of his comnosi­
tion to be sent to the review cow~ittee.

C. The tract will be edited by the committee according to the follo~1ng rules:
1. Scripture must always be upheld.
2. lJhere doctrine is not involved but only a choice of words, the majority shall

decide.
3. If one objects for conscience or Scriptural reasons, the tract shall not be

printed until the rJatter has been adjudicated in a God pleasing manner.
4. If possible, the tract ma3r be taken care of in the above manner through the

mail. Red letter correct:lons are imperative (See point 3). Other corrections
are left to the discretion of the tract chairman.

D. The tract chairman shall proofread the gBlleys.

B. Printing Forn~t.

If the tract program is adopted, the crest of the CONCORDIA LUTHER~N CON­
FERENCE shall appear in a prominent place on the tract.

On the bottom of the back page, the fol101oJing words will be printed: "Con­
cordia Lutheran Conference, For samples of other tracts and prices write ••••••• (or
some similar wording). Share r-:e."

III. OFFICERS (Tract Committee)

A. Tract Chairman.
1. The tract chairman shall be anpointed by the president of the Conference for

a two year period.
2. Duties:

a. To inaugurate and promote the "purnoses" set forth under part 1.
b. To conduct the meetings of the review committee.
c. To solicit and encourage particioation from the Brethren in preparation

of tracts.
d. To advertise and encourage the proper use of tracts.
e. To submit regular reports conce~ning the work of this committee to the

Board of Directors f meetinr-s and each convention.

B. Review Committee.
1. The review committee ~~ll be the pastoral members of the Editorial Committee

of the CONCORDIA WTHERAN.
2. Duties:

a. To give brotherly assistance and council to the chairman of the Tract
Committee.

b. To review all tracts submitted to them by the chairman.
c. To be responsible for the doctrinal content of the tracts.

C. Tract Committee Treasurer shall be the business manager of the Concordia Lutheran.

Additional notes: Each tract liould be nrinted bv editions.
improvements should be submitted to the tract chairman before the
next edition.

Corrections and
printing of the
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 40.

524.61

TOTAL

566.00
949.30
755.15
936.31

1131.07
2074.22

25.00
38.75
33.08

114.13

20.00
36.60

16.90
27.00
51.90

152.40 6630.02
$ 152.40 $ 7154.63

1963
EQUALI­

ZATION
$0.00 $

60.00
120.00
65.00
65.00
1.00

78.00

3(:: .00
$ 404.76

through May,
SUNDAY­

SCHOOL
~p 15.76

300.00*
300.70
346.00
405.00
744.32

1262.40
25.00
38.75

33.08
114.13

186.00
492.00
344.15
449.41
358.75
681.92

2659.44 3429.59
~ 3027.88 D3569.59

Annual Financial Sunnnary: June, 1962,
GENERAL SENINAP.Y

FUND FUND
$ 368.44 $ 140.41cash on hand, June 1, 1962

RECEIPTS FOR THE YEAR:
Christ, Milwaukee
Peace, Tinley Park
St. Johnls, Lebanon
St. Lukels, Seattle
St. Paull s, Empire
St. Stephen's, Wilmot
Donations
Seminary graduation
Convention service
C. L. balance
Interest

Total receipts
Total cash available

EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR:

36.00
64.19
42.08
44.34
73.15

2660.29 3616.91

$ 367.59 $ 47.32
owing: n300.00) DEFICIT

Missions: St. Luke's
C. L. Printing
Professor's salary
Travel
Telephone
Seminary supplies
S. S. expenses
Periodical subscriptions
Convention expenses
Conference stationery
Proceedings
Miscellaneous

Total expenditures

Balance, May 31, 1963
* Paid on loaa (Balance

$ 1020.80
1040.00

205.01
134.72

3600.00

16.91
291.60

291.60

~$ 113.16
Hr. Elfred P.

0.00 656~.OO

$ 152.40 $ 5~5.~3

Bloedel, Treasurer

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE

Having examined the books of our Conference treasurer, Elfred Bloedel, we

are happy to report that we have found them to be in good order. The balance in the

various funds are such as are reported in the financial report.

Auditing Committee,

Rev. H. L. Natterer

Mr. John Dirksen

Mr. Paul Luedtke
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Financial Report of the Concordia LuthenL~

For Fiscal Year June 1, 1962 - Hay 31, 1963
41.

Total Cash Recei~ts for fiscal period •••••••••••••
Total Ca sh on Hand II ..

Le 5S Total Cash Payment s ..••.••.••••••••.•••••••••

~~ 245.50
245.50
125.89

Total Cash on Hand lay 31, 1963 •.••••.•••••••••••• ~~ 119.61

Subscription Stat1.stics

Rene,~als ..
Transferred subscriptions ....•...•....•.•.•••••..••...•
Active subscribers June 1,1963 ...•...•..•••.••...••••.
Complimentary subscriptions •.•..•.•.•••.••••••.•••••.••

New Subscriptions .............................................................................. 15
73
37

116
9

Resnectfully ~Jbmitted,

}·;r. Hartin R. Luedtke, Business Hamger

REP01TI OF THE AUDITING COlTITI'EE

The books of the Business Yanager of our Concordia Lytheran have been audit­
ed by us. We have found them to be accurate and in good order.

The Auditing Committee

Rev. t • L. Natterer
hr. John Dirksen
Mr. Faul Luedtke

REPORT OF THE BUDGET CO!~JIITTEE

C. L. Printing
Travel

Telephone.

1963 Proceedings

Periodical Subscriptions

Contingencies • • .

L.i sce11.1.neous • • • •
Professor's SalaIJr
Seminary Supplies •

40.00

36.00

50.00

100.00
3000.00

25.00

• $ 2040.00
1124.00
300.00

140.00

. .
• • •

.. .. .. .

.. . . .

. .

• •. . .Hissions

Total .. .. .. . . . • • • ~:; 6855.00

Rev. A. J. Cordes, Chairman
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THE PRDPOSED BY-IlI.1rJ CONSIDEEZD BY THE CONVENTION

As By-law no. 5, PAHTICULARS REGARDING r::EIWRIALS

42.

A. Memorials to be laid before a convention shall be sent to the President and the
Vice-president, in writing, no later than t~o months before the time of convention.

B. No memorials shall be presented to the convention Qy individuals themselves or
groups l\rithin a congregation, but such individuals or grouDs, desiring to lay
memorials before a convention, shall do so through and with their congregation.

c. The President shall present to the convention all memorials submitted tohUn unless
he is convinced that they digress from either the doctrinal position or the order­
ly procedure already set forth in the Constitution. His decision regarding the
withholding of any memorial, together lrith his reasons therefor, shall be submitt­
ed, as a matter of procedure, to the majority vote of the convention. ~~err

contemn1ating any such ~dthholding of a memorial, the President shall, if possible,
first consult the Board of Directors for its ad\~ce.

~~mRIALS CONDlDET'iliD BY THE CONVENFION

1. Parochial School Teacher Training

"hIHEREAS, by inspiration, Hoses commanded, 'And these ~.'Ords, 1,,!hich I cormnand thee
this da~r, shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sitt-est in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and 1'lhen thou liest dovm, and when thou risest uP, I Deut.6:6-7.

'\rt.THEREAS, parents also in the Ne1'l Testament have been commanded, lAnd, ye fathers,
provoke not your children to wrath: but bring t hem up in the nurture and admoni­
tion of the Lord,' Eph. 6:4.

WHEREAS, the elements of religion such as Bible reading and prayers are being con­
sidered more and more necessary in the public schools;

WHEllliAS, our children even now are being subjected to the temntation of unionism
in baccalaureate services and even in Christmas services and also in the matter of
school dances;

vmEREAS, our children should learn to interpret histo~J and all the secular sub­
jects in the light of God I s clear l1ord;

tJHEREAS, the Concordia Lutheran Conference has not yet
program which young people may follow who ~rish to serve
children in a parochial school;

set down the urocesses and
their Sav:i.or by teaching

BE IT RESOLVED that at this convention a committee be anpointed b~r the chairman of
the convention which shall present to our congregations and pastors a urogram of
Parochial Teacher Training vmich is feasible considering the size of our Confer­
ence and finances presently available for such a program."

December 2, 1962 ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Empire, Oregon

Lr. Ted D. Fischer, Secretary

Rev. A. J. Cordes

1963 Convention Proceedings Concordia LutheranConference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



2. An Invitation to Lay Christians who wish to obey Romans 16: 17-18. 43.

"hfHEREAS, it is reasonable to assume, according to the account
Israel ~mo had not 'bolved unto Baal,' 1 Kimgs 19:18, that there
families in heterodox denominations ",ho wish to obey Romans 16:
God's grace, have done;

of the 7,000 in
may be individual

17-18 as we, by

t~REAS, we, the Concordia Lutheran Conference, do not at the present time have a
procedure to follow when and if by God's grace such families who are too far from
a local congregation 'tI.1.sh to come into our fellovrship and pla.ce themselves under
the precious blessing of the pure Word of God which we enjoy;

BE IT RESOLVED, that this 1963 conventj.on request the Boardof' Directors to devise
guidelines for the local pastors and congregationa 'tI.no may, God willin~, be ap­
proached by tho se seeking the purity of God's 1Tord ;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this 1963 convention declare tha.t such a' nrocedure be
publicized in the CONCOFIJ:A W'I'HERAN to our readers from time to time, so that any
orthodox layman may know ttat separation from his former heterodox congrega.tion
and church body will not leave him alone in the world; .

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these G~lid<;lines be InC'de available, ".mere needed,
and that the 1964 convention review them for necessary amendment and for final
adoption.

February 4, 1963 ST. PAUI, I S W':'HERAN CHU:~CH

Empire, Oregon

11r. Ted D. Fischer, Secretary

Rev. A. J. Cordes, Pastor

REPORT OF THE Cm'1HITTEE ON REGISTRJ'.TION AND EXCUSES

There 'tI.~re 15 delegates in attendance: six pastors and nine laymen.

There were 31 visitors present, with 14 't\'Omen and teenagers as observers.

The Committee recomnends that one lay delegate from Hihraukee and 2 la~

delegates from \rJ"ilmot be excused full time for va.lid reasons.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. A. J. Cordes, Chairman

Er. E. Bloedel

!'ir. P. Hinman
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOWTIONS 44.

1. WHEREAS there has been widespread turbulence in this country with regard to racial
relations, and

WHEREAS in many areas the Negro people are being badly misled into conduct which
constitutes additional danger to their immortal souls and which is not in
accord with Scrintural principles,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that our Conference do everything it can, under God, to
bring the pure Gospel also to the colored races represented in America and
elsewhere, asking the Lord's gracious blessings on that phase of our Lord's
general mission conlll1and, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we commend Julius Schmitt, c.r.m., for his work thus
far in this field and encourage him to continue with the personal mission
contacts which he is ma~ing a~ong the Negroes of l~ilwaukee under the aus­
pices of Christ Lutheran Church, imploring the Lord's gracious blessing on
him and his efforts, and that v.e urge all our congregations, in Christian
love, to continue keeping their doors open to people of all races.

2.• WEIER.EkS by God's grace the CONCORDIfI_ illTHEBAN has been faithfully 'PUblished by the
Editorial Committee of our Confer-ence again this past fiscal year, and

WHEREAS the number of pages in each issue has been increased from twelve to Jilix­
teen without additional cost to the Conference, making it possible to
provide substantially more edifying material for its readers,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED thet the 1963 Convention express its heartfelt gratitude
to the Editorial Committee for its consistently faithful labors and for
continuing to publish a sixteen-page periodical, and that we ryray the Lord
of the Church to continue to grant His gracious blessing to this endeavor,
to the furtherance of His kingdom among us.

3. vVHEREAS the resolution concerning the acceptance of Christ Congregation1s nledge
of fifty dollars toward the support of their pastor, who is also instruc­
tor in our Seminary, does not conflict with the spirit of the ~"ilwaukee

Plan as adopted in 1959, and
WHEREAS this congregation's concern for the Scriptural principle regarding the

support of the ministr::v is to be commended, and
WHEREAS it is the desire of this congregation to relieve the Conference of some of

the financial burden involved in providing" their nastor's salary,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLvbD that we exnress our sincere appreciation and gratitude in

the Lord to these brethren, ,:and that we recognize our current share of the"
support of the pastor-instructor to be two-hundred fifty dollars per month.

4. WHEREAS St. Luke's Congregation in Seattle has requested a subsidy of ~il70.00 to
be used to supplement the f;2l0. 00 which this congregation has determined
to set aside for the monthly support of its pastor, and

WHEREAS this total amount would make it Dossible for the pastor to be relieved of
his secular ,,,ork and to devote full time to the afficeof the ministry, and

WHEREAS the purpose of this request is in full harmony with the ordinance of God
in 1 Corinthians 9:14 and Galatians 6:6-7,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this reouest for subsidy be presented by referendum
to the congregations of our Conference for their brotherly consideration"
and prompt action, and that the total amount determihed by this referendum,
if less than the requested amount, be used by the Conference as a subsidy
for Seattle for the next fiscal year, and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as additional funds are needed for the continued 45.
operation of our Se~inary, also this need be presented in the refer­
endu.lJl to our congregations for their consideration and appropriate action,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that fonns be supplied by the treasurer to 'I:e sent to the
congregations of our Conference in conjunction with this referendum in or­
der to provide them "lith the full financial picture, to help them
facilitate their decision in this matter, and to provide a convenient
method of financial tabulation for our treasurer.

5. WHEREAS it was requested in a memorial from St. Paul's Congregation of Empire,
Oregon, that at this convention a committee be appointed by the chairman
of the convention vmich shall present to our congregations and pastors a
program of Parochial Teacher Training wnich is feasible considering the
size of our Conference and finances presently available for such a program,
and

WHEREAS our Conference in convention assembled reco~nizes the importance of a
thorough Christian education for children and, snecifically, the importance
of a properly organized ani mainta.ined parochial school system, and

WHEREAS our Conference is at present greatly limited in its financial ability,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Committee on Theological Education be re~uested

to study the possibilities of ha.ving parochial school teacher training a-
vailable to us in connection with our Seminary and in conjunction with the
Board of Directors and that this committee also 'WOrk out practicable sug­
gestions to present to our 1964 convention, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this COTrmittee consider submitting for nublication in
the CONCORDIA WTHERAN articles for high school students, encouraging them
to consider secular training in an accredited normal school ~dth a view
toward subsequent Christian training preparatory to teaching in future
parochial schools in our Conference.

6. WHEREAS in Scripture we are commanded not onlv to abstain from religious work and
worship with those who profess and practioo that which is contrar;r'to
the Scriptures (Rom. 16:17), but we are a+so warned against avoiding, for
fleshly reasons, those who share our Christian faith and convictions
(1 Cor. 1:10-13), and

WHEREAS we are obligated to search for those who are like-minded and to do all
that v.re can to find those with vlhom we are in agreement in all points of
Scripture doctrine and practice that we might mutually exercise that God­
given unity of the Spirit by the joint performance of those things which
glorify and extend the Savior's l\:ingdom among us and in the ~·lorld, and

WHEREAS our Conference feels that a Bible-based free conference with conservative
Lutheran pastors will be a significant step forward toward the achievement
of such God-pleasing unity,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that ~-e extend our heartfelt thanks to the Lebanon Con­
gregation, Pastors M. L. Natterer and P. R. B1eedel for the printing and
mailing of the GUidelines, invitations" and publicity for this conference.

7. WHEREAS Mrs. Hartin Luedtke of St. Luke's Lutheran Church, Seattle offered her
services of typing and duplicating materials for the Conference in this
convention assembled, and

~mEREAS her services were utilized by committees and individuals of our Conference,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that '\'18 thank l!jrs. Luedtke for her generosit,r in making
this service available and, thereby, helping to facilitate Conference business.
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8. WHEREAS St. John's Lutheran Church of Lebanon has shown itself to be a most 46.
gracious host to our convention, and

WHEREAS the members of this congregation have contributed abundantly of their time
labor, and money, and have demonstrated genuine Christian hosnitality in
making the stay of the delegates and visitors to this convention a pleas­
ant and enjoyable experience, a.nd

WHEREAS St. Luke's Congregation of Seattle and St. Paul's Congregation of Emnire
have also rendered firnncial assistance and brotherly cooperation to their
sister congregation in Lebanon,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that vie express our gratitude to the pastors and members
of these congregations for all that they have done to make our convention
a success and to contribute to our spiritual edification and our physical
comfort.

9. WHEREAS Nr. Julius Schmitt, c.r.m., together ~dth members of Christ Congregation,
Nilwaukee, provided our Conference with fine rnimeographed copies of our
Proceedings of the Twelfth Annual Convention of our Conference, and

WHEREAS this work requires hours of painstaking labor,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we heartily thank ~lr. Schmitt and the members of

Christ Congregation for their ,·rork and beseech the Lord to bless them rich­
ly for their labor of love in our behalf.

10. WHEREAS the laymen's representation at this convention was particularly gratifying,
and

\rJHEREAS the layman's responsibility and cooperation in the ~FOrk of our Conference
is carefully outlined in our Constitution as vitally necessaIjr to the ner­
fomance of the Lord t s l'lill and the furtherance of His Kingdom among us.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 'We recogni@e this increased delegate attendance over
our last year's convention l'lith all praise and glory to Jesus, our Savior,
the Lord and Head of the Church, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ",e look forward to even more complete representation
at our next annual convention so that the l'1Ork of the Lord be not hindered
among us, but that His good and gracious will may be carried out through
us in an ever-increasing measure.

"Praise to the Lord, vJho doth prosper thy w:>rk and defend thee, \'\'110 from the
heavens the streams of His mercy doth send thee. Ponder anel., hlhat the Almi~hty

can do, tJho with His love doth befriend thee! Amen."

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. P. R. Bloedel

Nr. David T. Hent;!ing

Mr. Wm. Peters
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MINUTES OF THE THIRTEENTIi ANMJAL CONVENTION
Concordia Lutheran Conference

Held at St.John's Lutheran Church
Lebanon, Oregon June 21-23, 1963

47.

The Thirteenth Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference beRan
on Friday, June 21, 1963, at 9:30 a.m. with a divine service in which President r,;ens­
ing preached on 1 Peter 1: 13-19. Pastor l-T. L. Natterer served as 1iturgi st. The
offering was received for the General Fund of the Conference treasury.

President Mensing officially opened the first session of the convention at
11: 15 a. m. He presented fir st the agenda, and it was adopted.

Pastor A. J. Cordes presented a brief renort of the Excuse Committee which
showed that 15 delegates and 11 visitors were registered so far.

The Credentials Committee, Pastor Schaefer renorting, presented its reryort
which showed that pastors and lay delegates "'ere present from the following member..;.
congregations: Peace, Tinley Park, Ill.; St. Luke's, Seattle, Washington; st. Paul's,
Empire, Oregon; and St. John's, Lebanon, Oregon. The following member-congregation
was represented by pastor and one lay delegate: Christ, Hilwaukee, lrJisconsin. The
following member-congregation was represented bv pastor only: St. Steuhen's, l~ilmot,
S. D. The motion was carried that these pastors and lay delegates be officially
seated at this convention.

President Hensing then read his Annual Report. The motion was carried to
accept this report subject to the report of the Review Connnittee and to eXPress sin­
cere thanks to our President for his faithful labors during the past year. The Vice­
president then appointed the following to serve as a Connnittee to review the Annual
Report of the President: Pastor A. J. Cordes, Mr. T. Fischer, and ~r. Wm. Peters.

The brief report of the Prese Committee was accepted ,~ich indicated that
through the local pastor publicity was being given concerning our convention in two
local newspapers: The Albany Denocrat-Herald and the Lebanon Express.

The noon hour followed.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION - JUNE 21, 1963

This session began at 1:15 p.m. with the singing of hymn 17, the reading of
1 Chronicles 16: 7-36, a prayer by Pastor Paul Bloedel, and hymn 28.

Pastor E. L. };ehlberg then began the reading of his essay (originally 'Writ­
ten by Dr. F. Pieper)entitled "The Doctrine of Church Government." He completed the
section on "The Church." Discussion followed on this portion.

Proposed By-law no. 5 on "Particulars ~garding Femorials" was then read
together.>-with the recommendation of the Board that the last paragraph be omitted.
After discussion the motion was carried to accept the Board I s recommendation md ado'Ot
this By-law to read as fol10""s:

PARTICUIARS REGARDING MENORIALS
A. Memorials to be laid before a convention shall be sent to the President

and the Vice-president, in writing, no later than two months before the
time of convention. -

B. No memorials shall be nresented to the convention by individuals them-"
selves or groups within a congregation, but such individuals or grouns,
desiring to lay memorials before a convention, shall do so through and
with their congregation.
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The Board recorr.mendation on the re-1-Jording of paragranh VII of the 4$.
Mission Guidelines was re~d and discussed next. Tne motion was carried to ac-
cept the reconnnendation of the Board with the amendment that the Hord "missionaries"
be changed to "pastors of subsidized congregations." The paragraph no"! re,gds as fol­
lows:

IfScriptural Guidelines for SalarJ.

The Scriptural basis of salary for pastors of subsidized congre­
gations is, of course, the same as for any other pastors, namely:

1) faithful service, Luke 10:7.
2) personal and farrily needs, including prevailing cost of living,

1 Timothy 5:8•
.3) average living conditions of the members served. Gal. 6:6-7."

A brief recess followed.

The motion was carried that because of certain local circumstances the Sat­
urday afternoon session be adjourned at 4:15 p.m. with supper scheduled for 4:.30 p.m.
and that another session be held from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

The Nominating Committee now prepared ballots for election.

The following were nominated for PRESIDENT: H. D. IvIensing, H. 1. Natterer,
and O. Ttl. Schaefer. Elected: H. D. l'Iensing.

The following 1.vere nominated for VICE-PRESIDENT: E. L. Hehlberg, F. L~

Natterer, and O. W. Schaefer. Elected: E. 1. l'·ehlberg.
The following were nominated for SECRETARY; O. 111. Schaefer and ~Jf. 1. tTat­

terer. Elected: O. W. Schaefer.

The following were nomina.ted for TREASURER: E. Bloedel, "!alter Fischer and
John Dirksen. Elected: E. Bloedel.

The follo\\ring Here nominated for BOARD-NDTBER-AT-LARGE: Llovd Martin, Hal­
ter Fischer, and Paul Luedtke, Elected: Lloyd }(artin of Tinley Park, Illinois.

At this point President Mensing snoke a few words with regard to his re­
election. He stated that he feels his o"m littleness and his need to ask divine
pardon for all his sins. But he also pointed out that he is a\\rare of God I s promise
to make us able to serve Him, and so he accents the re-election and pledges in Jesus I

name to be our servant and brother for the Lord's sake.
Mr. E. Bloedel gave the reoort of the Treasurer. He cOlT'mended the con{lre­

gations for their cooperation and fine performance in Conference (llVlng in the past.
This affords every reason to praise God and is an incentive for future efforts in the
Lord's work. The report of the Treaourer was divided into four parts:

1) contributions for the fiscal year
2) a comparison of giving during the past three years
3) expected and actual avera?e monthly contributions
4) budget and actual expenses; planning sheet for new budget.

The motion was c~rried to accept this report subject to audit "rith appreciation for
the fine additional work which our treasurer goes to in order to make these renorts
interesting and stimulating.

The follo1dng slates were presented for the CO~rrTTEE ON MISSIONS:
Slate I Slate II

Rev. E. L. l'ehlberg Rev. A. J. Cordes
Er. K. Ahlmann l'lr. Henry Fischer
Mr. Henry Bachmann Hr. Alvin Greiner

Elected: Slate II.
The follovring were norrina.ted for LAY 1:1E~BER on the COr'lYITTEE ON WTPrERAN

UNION: Victor Bloedel and David rensin.g. Elected: V. Bloedel.
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slates were presented for the COMHITTEE ON THEOLOGICALThe following
EWCATION:

Slate I
Rev. M.• L. Natterer
Rev. O. W. Schaefer
Hr. Elmber Frerichs
M..... David :Nensing

Slate II
Rev. p. Bloedel
Rev. A. J. Cordes
Mr. Walter Fischer
Fr. Henry Reil

Elected: Slate III.

Slate III
Rev. O. W. Schaefer
Rev. H. L. Natterer
1fr. Emmer Frerichs
Hr. David Fensing

49.

The motion was carried that ,lie recognize the COID.'!littee on Sunday School
materials as an appointed cOJIunittee according to Article IX of our Constitution. The
President then appointed the same Committee to serve for the coming year: Yr. E.
Bloedel, Rev. Paul Bloedel, lIre David lIensing, and I~r. Victor Bloedel.

The follovd.ng slates ~re presented for the EDITORIAL CO}~nTTEE:

Slate I Slate II
Rev. 12:. L. Natterer Rev. H:.D.;lIensing
Rev. p. Bloedel Rev. E. L. Eehlberg
Hr. Hartin Luedtke Nr. Hartin Luedtke

Elected: Slate I.

Th~"motion was carried to Lake the elections unanimous, and the NominatinR
Committee was thanked for its efficient work at this convention.

The motion was carried to have an eveninR session from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

The supper hour followed.

FRIDAY EVDYING SESSION - .roNE 21, 1963

This session began at 6:45 p.m.
Nr. Elfred Bloedel presented to the convention an Analvsis of the Operating

Costs of Christ Lutheran Church under the I\iilwaukee Seminary Plan. The motions was
carried to accept this report with appreciation for his thoughtfulness in drawing up
and presenting it to the delegates.

Pastor E. L. r~ehlberg then read the report of the Comrnittee on Lutheran
Union. Discussion follo-wed. The motion was carried to accept this renort "rith thanks.

The report of the Editorial Committee was read by Pastor Natterer. The mo­
tion was carried to accept this report with thanks to the Committee for its fine 'M:lrk
in the past. The report of the Business Hanager of the Concordia Lutheran was read
by Mr. Hartin Luedtke. In this connection the matter of the 4% sales tax in 1J'!ashing­
ton, as it affects the printing cost of the C. L., was discussed. The motion was
carried to accept this report with gratefulness. There was some discussion of the
C. L. subsidy in light of the fact that the printing of a 16 page issue has continued
throughout the year. Then the motion was carried to lay before tre Resolutions Com­
mittee the matter of possibly increasing the subsid,y of the C~dia Lutheran because
of the fact that the Editorial Committee is maintaining a 16 page issue

Adjournment fol101l1ed at $:45 p.m.

SATURDAY MOn..'HNG SESSION - JUNE 22, 1963

This session began at 9 a.m. vuth the singing of hymn 360 and the reading
of Isaiah 61 and a prayer by Pastor tJatterer.

The minutes of the Friday session ,'!ere read and adopted.

Pastor I,;ehlberg continued the reading of the essay and covered the lJortion
entitled "Hyman Systems va. Divine Government." Discussion follo1'red.

The report of the Auditing Corrrnittee was ~iven by Mr. Paul Luedtke. It
found the recoras of the Treasurer and of the Business Manager of the C. L. in good
order. The motion was carried to accept this report.

The report of the Committee on Hissj.ons 'Was given by Pastor ~'~ehlberg.
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A brief recess fo1lo~a. 50.
Pastor Bloedel then gave an interest report concerning his congrega.tion in

Seattle and mission work in that area. He spoke on the matter of services, instruc­
tion classes, Sunday School, and voters' meetings. He pointed out that an eva~lism

program has been started, that the harvest is plenteous, but the laborers few and a­
ware of their shortcomings, and that of all the people contacted 1/3 were unchurched.
He urged all to pray for mission work, to render personal service, and to give finan­
cial help as the Lord has prospered us.

Discussion now centered on the report of the Committee on Missions with
special attention to the matter of the Seattle subsidy, since St~ Luke's congregation
is requesting Conference help in the amount of 8170.00 per month for the coming fis­
cal year. In the discussion it was clear that there was a 1d11j_ngness on the part of
the delegates to aid in this matter. As to the possibility of an amalgamation of the
three West Coast congregations, only one congregation indicated that it had ever dis­
cussed this matter, but felt that it might be necessary for consideration in years to
come.

The noon hour followed.

SATURDAY AFTEftNOON SESSION - JUNE 22, 1963
This session began ~~th a devotion led by Pastor A. J. Cordes.
Disdussion continued on the matter of the Seattle subsid~r. The motion was

carried that the explanation of St. Luke's request for financial help be entered into
the report of the Committee on Missions, namely, that this congregation plans to con­
tribute toward its pastor's salary (5210 per month and requests an additiona1"~170 per
month from the Conference for a total salary figure of ~~,J80 per month. The motion
was carried to accept with thanks the report of the Committee on Nissions as correct­
ed together with the interest report of Pastor Bloedel.

The report of the Committee on Theological Education was read by Pastor
Natterer. Pastor Neh1berg then gave the report of the Seminary instructor. The mo­
tion was carried to accept both reports with appreciation and gratitude.

The motion was carried to accept the proposal of Christ lutheran Church,
Milwaukee, with reference to the Seminary, with thanks to the Lord for granting the
members of that congregation such nrogress. This church will from now on pay ~50.00

per montllr toward Pastor Mehlberg's salary, thus reducing the amount of salary to be
raised by the Conference to C250 per month.

A brief recess fo1101~d.

The motion was carried that the Mi1~aukee Plan be turned over to the Reso­
lutions Committee for re-stu.dy to detennine whether a revision is necessary in light
of the action just taken by this convention.

Mr. E. Bloedel presented An Analysis of Contemplated Monthly Budget Needs
for 1963-64 on both the Seminary and General Funds. The motion was carried that the
Resolutions Committee draw up a resolution concerning a referendum among our congre­
gations regarding the Seattle subsidy request and the Seminary.

The report of the Committee on Sunday School materials was read by rfr. E.
Bloedel. The rlotion was ca.rried to accept this renort v-r.i.th thanks to the Committee
for its very efficient work in the past. The motion was carried to adopt the recom­
mendation of the Committee to continue using our Sunday School materials in their
present mimeographed form for another two years. As to the distributing of our Sun­
day School materials outside of our Conference, as advertised through the Concordia
Lutheran, the motion was carried that we make them available to anyone and everyone
and advertise this fact and that the matter of ryrices, the handling of such moneys,
possible copyrighting, and other business problems be left in the hands of the Com­
mittee.

Hemorial no. 1 on "Parochial School Teacher Training," submitted by St.
Paul's Lutheran Church, Empire, Oregon, was read by Pa.stor Cordes.

The supper hour followed.
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SATURDAY EVENING SESSION - JUNE 22, 1963 51.
This session began at 5:40 p.m.

The motion was carried to refer r,~emorial no. 1 to the Resolutions Committee
for a reselution as to its d~sposition.

Memorial no. 2 on "An Invitation to Lay Christians who wish to obey Romans
16: 17-18, ii submitted by St. Pauli s Lutheran Church, Empire, Oregm, was read by Pastor
Cordes. (Both memorials from this congregation ~~ll be fmlnd else~nere in the Pro­
ceedings.) After making a revision and an addition, the convention passes the motion
to adopt Memorial no. 2 as amended.

The Tract Program Proposal as prepared and revised by the 1,Jest Coast Pas­
tors I Conference was read by Pastor Cordes. Several sample tract s 'Were distributed
to the de19gates and studied. The motion ~~s carried at this point to extend this
session to 7 p.m. The mction was ca::-ried to adopt the Tract Program Proposal with
the amendment to section III to read as follows: "C. The Tract Committee Treasurer
shall be the BusinBss Nanager of the Concordia Lutheran." President Fensing then ap­
pointed Pastor A. J. CordAs as Tract Chairman and ~~shed him God's richest blessings.
Pastor Cordes asked for the prayers of all UDon this important. work in our Conference.

The initial report of the Budget Committee vJas given at tl,is time. The Dro­
posed budget for 1963-64 totals ~~6,855.00. The motion was carried to accent this
preliminary report. The motion wa.s also carried that the Conference take on the pay­
ment of the l{% sales tax in Hashington required in the printing cost of the Concordia
Lutheran.

Adjournment at 7 p.m. with the singing of the Common Doxolof!Y.

SUNDAY MORNING - JUNE 23, 1963

In the convention cOID.munion service at 10 a .m. Pastor O. W. Schaefer of
1lilmot, South Dakota, preached the serrrlon on 1 John 4:1-10. The host pastor served
as liturgist. The offering was used to help defray the local congregationls conven­
tion expense s.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION ... JUNE 23, 1963

This session began at 2 p.m. "nth the singing of hymn 262 and the reading
of Ps. 46 and a prayer by Pastor I<ehlberg.

The minutes of the Saturday sessions were read and accepted.

Pastor Mehlberg completed the reading of the essav '~d.th the third pOrtion
entitled "Government of the \'Iord a.lone in Practice." Discussion follo",red. The mo­
tion was carried to accept this essay "nth thanks to the essa'Vist for brrnging it to
the attention of the Conference.

The report of the COIIlruittee to review the President's Annual ReDort was'
given by Pastor Cordes. It found the Report to be factual, edifying, and instructive,
and it also expressed thanks to God for granting our President health and the ability
faithfully to carry out his work and extended gratitude to him for all that he has
done, by God I s grace, on behalf of our Conference. This report "',as adopted.

A brief recess followed.

The Committee on Resolutions presented ten resolutions at this time. (They
are given in detail on other pal?es of the Proceedings.)

The first resoJ"J.tion encouraged the Conference to do all it can, under God,
to bring the pure Gospel also to the colored races in America and else'where, c01"'mend­
ed Candidate Julius Schmitt for his work in this field thus far and urged him to
continue making personal mission contacts among the Negroes in Mil~~ukee under the
auspices of Christ Lutheran Church, and urged all our congregations in Christian love
to continue keeping their doors open to people of all races. This was adopted.
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The second resolution gratefully commended the Editorial Connnittee 52.
for its faithful labors and for continuing to publish a l6-page issue. This
was adopted.

The third resolution expressed gratitude to the Lord that Christ Lutheran
Church, Milwaukee, has pledged ~;~50 a month toward the support of its pastor, thus
leaving the Conference's share of the support of the pastor-instructor at $250 per
month. This was adopted.

The fourth resolution concerning a referendum among our congregations on
the Seattle subsidy request and Seminary needs was recorr~itted to the Committee for
partial rewording and additions.

The fifth resolution referred the memorial from St. Paul's Empire, Oregon,
on Parochial School Teacher Training to the Committee on Theological Education for
study, suggestions, and a detailed renort to the 1964 convention. This ~as adopted.

The sixth resolution extended thanks to the Lebanon congregation, to Pas­
tors Natterer and Bloedel for their fine work in connection Nith the Free Conference
and publicity for the same. This '1-18.8 ado1)ted.

The seventh resolution thar.ked lirs. l:artin Luedtke of Seattle for her g'en­
erous services of typing and duplicating at this convention. This was adopted.

The eighth resolution expressing gratitude to the host congregation and its
pastor was re-committed to the Committee for partial re~Drding and additions.

The ninth resolution thanked Hr. Julius Schmitt and the members of the Yil­
~ukee congregation for their diligent work in preparing and mimeogranhing copieB of
the 1962 Proceedings. This was adopted.

The tenth resolution expressed gratitude for the increased delegate atten­
dance this year and looked forward to an even more complete renresentation at the
next convention. This was adopted.

The fina). report of the Budget Committee was presented:

Periodical su~scriptions

• • • ;'.2040

. . . . . . . . . .Miscellaneous

40

36

50

1124

300

140

100

. .

. .

· . . . . . .

· . . . .
. . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . .

. . . .. .. . .

. . . .. .

. . .

Contingencies

C. L. Printing •

Travel ••.

1963 Proceedings .

Telephone

Missions •••

Professorts salary

Seminary supplies

Total

· . . . . . .
. . .

3000

25

~6855

The motion was carried to adopt this budget ",lith the pertinent figures (for 1Kissions
and Seminary items) subject to referendum. The motion was carried to thank the Bud­
get Committee for its special labors.
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record
by the
tailed

dopt
with

Upon recommendation of the Board of Directors the convention went on
as recognizing the need for a publishing House controlled and su~ervi5ed

Conference, and it directed the Board during the c,)i'l1.ng year to "rork out a de­
organizational set-up to be presented to tbe 1964 convention.

Upon recommendation of the Board of Directors the motion was carried to a­
the fo110~dng Scriptural principle regarding the playing of instrumental music
various religious implications in the public schools:

"Instrumental music, religious or secular, rendered to accompany or
foster any unionistic or other false worshi~, as also tl'E joint instrumental
rendition of music, with peon1e of differing faiths, with any exPl~SS reli­
gious purpose, is a form of religious unionism, the unequ.al yoke which God I s
Word forbids, Rom. 16:17. 2 Cor. 6:l4ff.

The joint rendition by people of differing faiths of musical selec­
tions having a religious title or being u~~al1y connected ldth religious
words, but being played only for the sake of the musical tune or harmony'
in~olved and havi~.exnress religious purycBe, is not religious unionism,
but an equal yoke among musicians, Hhich is not forbidden to the Christian.
Gal. 5:1.

There are many cases of casuistry, namely, cases
principle of Scripture involved is difficult to apn1y.
should be decided by Christians faced ,,~th them on the
whiCh., Scripture makes between equal and unequal yOKes,
of our personal feelings or preferences. John ~:Jl-32.!!

in which the
All such

basis of the
not on the

clear
cases
above
basis

Pastor Cordes at this time spoke briefly on the tracts available at this
convention and asked those present to take along as many as each individual could use
personally.

A brief recess followed.

The Resolutions Connnittee then nresented Resolution no. 4 in its revised
fonn. It authorized the Seattle subsidy request and the Seminary to be nresented to
our congregations by means of a referendum and directed the Treasurer to supply fo nns
to each congregation to facilitate its decision in this matter. This was adonted.

Resolution no. 8 in its revised form "ms presented next. It thanked the
pastors and members of the vlest Coast congregations for. all they did to make the con­
vention a success and to contribute to the spiritual edification and nhysical comfort
of the delegates. This was adopted.

The motion was carried to thank the Resolutions Cormnittee for its very ef­
ficient work.

Tne Treasurer offered a resolution concerning the interim oenod "lhile the
referendum is being handled. It read as follows:

"Since some time must of necessity elapse before our congregations can
act on the Seattle subsid~r increase referendum, and since the r:90.l0 sub­
si~ granted the Seattle congregation during the last fiscal year exnires
this mont};r, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

1. That our congregations be urged to act on the referendum as early
as possible; and

2. That we acquiesce in the desire of St. luke's congregation to use
its monthly Conference contributions of ti68.00 for the support of
its pastor, and

3. That we authorize our treasurer to continue the monthly subsidy
payment of::i90.l0 during the interim period until our President
authorizes a nelv figure on the basis of the referendum resnonses."

This was adopted.
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The motion was carried that the SecretaI"'J furnish the congrega·n.o:'1.s ;;1: r

't'Jith the Convention Hirmtes and the Resolutions in full as soon as possible.

The motion was carried to refer the matter of the printing of this year!s
Proceedings to the Praesidi~~ (President and Vice-president):.

lne report of the Committee on ReglST,raT,lOn ana ~xcuses "-'as given by Pastor
Cordes. It recommended that one lay delegate from plilwaukee and two lay delegates
from Wilmot be excused full-time and that all our congregations be reminded of their
duty to be fully represented at our annual convention8. There ~re 15 delegates and
31 visitors present, 't'Jith 14 vlOmen and teenagers as observers. The motion was car­
ried to accept the entire report.

All congregations were reminded that Equalization Fund moneys together with
the report of convention expenses are to be submitted to the Treasurer as soon as
possible.

\\fith reference to the time and place of the 1964 convention, Yr. David'~

Mensing of Tinley Park, Illinois, exnressed the hope that his congregation might in­
vite the Conference through the Board to hold its next convention in Tinley Park.
The motion was carried to accept this expression 't'Ji th thanks and 1,nth the prayer that
it might materialize, final disposition of the matter being left in the hands of the
Board. It was suggested that as soon as the convention dates have been determined,
the congregations be informed thereof at once.

The motion was carried to diSpense with the reading of the Minutes because
all delegates were present at this session and to authorize the President to approve
them before they are officially printed.

With all the business items attended to, the 1963 convention came to a
close with the singing of hymn 39 and a closing prayer by President Mensing.

Adjournment followed at 6:30 p.m.

Resnectfully submitted,

Rev. O. W. Schaefer, Secretar,y

SOLI DEO GLORIA!
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