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SERMON DELIVERED AT THE SUNDAY SERVICE 2

by Rev. O.W.Schdefer
Wilmot, 8. Dak.
on
Luke 19, 41-48

Convention of the Concordla Lutheran Conference
Tinley Park, Ill. Aug. 9-11, 1958

In Christ, our only Savior, dear friends:

It 1s a well-known fact that we give evidence to our feellngs
and emotions in various ways, e.g. by means of a word, or an action,
and not the least unusual sign of inner feelings 1is the shedding of
tears. How often don't we find tears molstening our eyes 1in moments
of great' joy, and how often don't our hearts unburden themselves by
weeping in times of sorrow? Thus David was stirred to tears when hils
son Absalom became & traitor and sought to steal his throne; thus the
gchildren of Judah wept when they returned from captivity and re-estab-
lished themselves in Jerusalem; thus Mary wept as she stood at the
foot of the cross upon which her Son, our Lord, was writhing in agony
of body and soul. In our text today another impressive sight of this
nature greets our eyes as the solemn picture of the wespling Savior
unfolds before us. We love to think of Him as the glorious Son of God,
the all-victorious Savior of mankind, and so here when we behold Him
in tears, we are deeply touched and begin to ask: why does the Lord
weep? What would cause Him to pour forth bitter tears? Friends, these
are tears caused by the rebellion and disobedience of mankind, by the
rejection of His love and mercy. They are tears which preach a power-
ful sermon, and he who ignores them and remains untouched is indeed
hard of heart and has turned his back on true grace and peace. The
gdecount in our text is, as Luther calls it, "a dreadful Gospel which
we should never forget,;'" The words of today's Gospel are a warning
both for the ungodly and also for us, the members of His flock, who
daily need instruction for and strengthening of our faith. Singe the
times in which we live are evil and since the end of all thlngs is at
hand, let us under God's guidance ponder the themes

THE WEEPING SAVIOR TEACHES US SOME IMPORTANT LESSONS.

1. That we dare not become proud and indifferent to the time of
grace.
2. That the sole business of the Church is the salvation of mankind.
3. That eternal 1life 1s assured by attention to and acceptance of
the true Word of God.
I.

The time of our text 1s Palm Sund5& The Lord had some to Jeru-
galem for the last time to fulfil 0ld Testament prophecies concerning
Higs suffering and death. A multitude had gathered along the way,
strewed clothing and branches on the streets, and shouted, Hosanna to
the Son of David! It was a day of great festivity for the people. How-
ever, as Jesus looks across the valley of the bprook Kidron and sees
before Him the great city with its walls and massive gates, the temple
and other buildings, He 51Ves vent to His feelings and weeps over the
city, as He utters the stern words: "If thou hadst known, even thou,
at least in this thy day, the thinus which belong unto thy peace! But
now they are hid from thine eyes!

At flrst glance these words seem strange to our ears, for Jeru-
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salem was a great center. Here David planted the tabernacle and laid
nlans for the temple which his son built and which Nehewiall rebnili.
“Tare prophets like Isaiaan, Josi, Amos, and Micah sought Yo restorse
the true woprship of God among the people. Here Jesus Hiwmsel: taugh
for three years in His public ministry. Indeed, this city experienced
cany visitations of the grace of God. She had been chosen as His
'welling place and was called "the city of the great KING." There

naveyr was a citv like this one.

Deegpite all the love and mercy showered upon her there was spir-
itual ignorance in the hearts of her people. Hence Jesus says, If thou
nédst known! This meant: you didn't know, but you could have. To the
ceoble religion had bscome a mere ritual, a tradition hznded down
from the fathers, a means of identifying themselves with the Chosen
Pcople, a matter of personal pridse rather than something which belonged
to the eternal pezace of their sculs! When God sent His prorhets to
teach and warn them, many of them were killed. And when the Lord Him-
gelf appeared in human form and pointed to Himself as the only Savior
of all men, the genersl rozction was one of stubborn refusal, one of
hope for an earthly deliverer from Roman bondage. So the Lord was de-
crised of men and rejected. The scourge of God was bound to fall on
such 2 natlion. Is it any wonder that the Lord wept because they did
not heed His call to repentance, but remained spiritually blind and
dead? Did He not have to ceclarcs How often would I have gathered thy
children together ... and ye would not? A& reading of the books of
¥ings and Chronicles reveals how often the Lord permitted enemies to
vexX His people and bring them to thelr senses. For a time there was
some improvement, but then the people lapsed into the sin of rebellion.
%0 despite the fact that on this first Palm Sunday there seems to be
a change of heart shown in the joyous acclaim given our Lord,; yet He
is not deceived, for He searchsth the hearts of men, saw ahead to Good
Friday, and could already hear the jeers and mocking taunts, cnding in:
Crucify Him! Thus Jerusalem would repay Him for all His acts of love,
and this sad fact moved Him to shed bitter tears.

At the same time He knew what doom awaited this city and its in-
nabltznts in the future. Looking ahead to that dreadful day of de-
struction, Jesus describes the terrible events to come: the enemy de~
ccending like hawks upon the city, digeging trenches and setting up
walls, surrounding and enclosing with no possible escape. The bulldings
will be lsveled, and no stone left upon another. 40 years later it all
happened just as predicted. The Romans besisged the city, a famine set
in, a millicn were killed, many were scatteared, and others were taken
captive, All this was but a proof of the justice of God and the truth
of HHig Word. The tears of Jesus are a powsrful indictment of a city
and a people that had become sinfully proud and indifferent to the
time of gr=ace. To them Hegsea 5 applied: "They seek the Lord, but shall
not find Him. He hath withdrawn Himself from them!"

As the Lord looks at the world toddy, must He not weep over the
thousands, yes, millions who also neglect His grace, in whom ginful
pride holds sway, who are tot2lly indifferent to that which belongs to
their eternal wellbaing 2nd pemce with God? Must He not declare: Ye
would not. Thou hast destroyed thys.1f, but in Me is thine help! O the

tears of Jesus are tears of love and earnest intercession that men
might yct rspont and believe! For the doom of such is so horrible
that the Blbls uses terms such as "gnashing of teeth" and "a worm
that never dics" to describc thc terrors of hell. O indced, now is
the accepted time of gracc!
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And what of us who are in the Church of Christ? Has our text
no meaning for us? If we think of our religion as a bundle of old
time practices and rituals, an antique from the ancient past, then
the Lord must say of us as of the church at Laodicea: "Thou art
wretched zand miserable and poor!"™ Rev. 3, 17. And of the church at
Sardis: "I know thy works,..thou art de=d!" Rev. 3, 1. The attitude
of pridec 1s = grave danger to the church. As God's pecople we must be
on our guard lest we neglect His Word angBSacrament, continue in this
91 that sin, and remain indifferent to our tasks and responsibilities.
othing <risves the Lord more than to seo worldly intercsts taking
first place in our lives, O let it never be sa2id of us that we do not
appreciate God's zrace and the fact that we have the pure Word in our
midst and 2re surrounded by c<vidences of His love and mercy. DO not
trifle with the mercy of God and the day of grace! Remembsr the warn-
ing of our text and the doom pronounced on Jerusalem! With His help
may we strive for those things which belong to our pcace, pezace with
God through Christ Josus. Then the Savior will rejoice over us and
continue to shed His blessings upon us.

II.

But Jesus 2lso teaches us in this Goepel that the sole business
of the Zhurch is the salvation of souls. In verses 45 and 46 we are
told that thzs2 Lord went into tho temple and cast oup such as sold and
bought. In etern language Hu told them what purpose His house shall
always scrve, namely, a place of prayer and solemn worship to His
honor and glory. It secmed thet the priests promoted the sale of
animale for sacrifice and had moncy changers on hand. Those living
2t 2 great distancs could not bring =2long what they needed for offsr-
ings, and 1t was convenient to find animsls for sale. However, the
pricgsts were not simply promoting worship by their salss, but enjoyed
the great profit involved, 2nd =so they soon cared more for the money
than for God and His temple. This then brought forth the scvsre cen-
sure of the Lord, sincoe the psoplc considercd this sinful practice
proper Aand Godplcasing.

Herein lies the lesson that the gsole business of the Church
is the salvation of mankind. Nowhere dogs the Bible urge the Church
to be znything but a house of prayer and 2 haven of refuge to weary,
cin-sick souls. Sad to say, many churches have become over occupled
with externals, with sales 2nd suppers of all types, with money
r=ieing echemes too numerous to mention --- all supposedly carried on
in the name of Jesus and for the goocd of Hig kimgdom.! Must not such
conditions cause the Lord to wsep? Can we expect anything else but
toars from Him when He obgserves how many churches have become vast
galesrocms instead of dispensers of the saving knowledge of Christ?
God forbid that ws ever resort to these sinful measurss for the support
and upkesp of the work of the Church! Jdsus says, "Make not My Father's
house an house of merchandise." John 2, 16. May our places of worship
never become dens of thieves, but remain storehouses cof spiritual
food to keep souls nourished =nd ready for heaven! Where the world and
the flesh have made inroads into the church, there the pecople should
repent and be filled with the Spirit waich =2lone can defeat the powers
of evil. Zlsc the Lord will woep and send His dreadful punishments on
such as caused His bitter te=rs.

IIT.

Finally, we learn from our text that diligent attention to and
sccaeptance of the true Word of God alone assures us of eternal life.
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5
Although there was much unbelief in Jerusalem, the Lord found such as
¢lung to His every word, desiring to learn more of His precious
message, They were attentive to hear Him and accepted the truth
Jdg brought to them. Soon a thriving church was located in the city,
with the result that the leaders of the people became aroused and plot-
ted the destruction of the Lord as soon as possible. But God pro-

tected His Church then as He does now, and the seed of the Word still
bears fruit today.

Friends, in this materialistic age we can become too concerned
with earthly things and overlook that the Word is 21l important in
our livss., Let ue remember that He alone can save us and we must cling
to and uphold His truth in faith. May His tears in our text serve to
ksep us 2 humble psople, appreciative of the time of grace and the
blessings of God, dedicated to the task of saving souls, and resolved
to heed the Word and spread it to His glory =and the welfare of immor-

tal souls! God kcoep us such a church and such a people unto our end,
for Jesus' sake!

Amen.,
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THE PLACE OF THE CHRISTIAN WOMAN IN THE CHURCH AND HOME

Essay presented by Rev. M. Natterer
to the Convention, Aug.1l0, 1958

Women have always been considered inferior to men by the heathen-
ish religions. The early Babylonians required every woman to submit
to their idol, Ishtar, for immoral purposes. And among the early
Freeks and Romans women were practically placed in the same class
with the slaves. The Hindus do not allow women to read the Vedas, the
sacred writings of the Iindus, nor are they permitted to eat at the
same table with their husbands. The Mohammedans have always restricted
the education of the women, and it has been only in recent years that
these restrictions have been somewhat lessened. In a similar manner
the Buddhists teach that a wise man should avoig married life as if
it were a pit of burning coals. It also teaches that there are sight-
een special hells for its Buddhist women. Confucianism consicders
women a necessary evil and, at one time, even allowed the mothers to
kill thelr baby girls. While the heathenish religions degrade the
women, 1t 1s the Christian religion which gives the women theilr
rightful place in the Church and in the world. In this present essay
we shall devote some time to a study of -

&4

THE PLACE OF THE CHRISTIAN WCMAN IN:-THE CHURCH AND HOME
I.

The ble=sings of Christ's glorious work of redemption extend over
women as well as men. Even as all men and women layv under the curse
of the law, "for all have sinned and come short of the glory of Gogd"
(Rom.3:2%), so also God has freely forgiven the sins of all men and
women through the rdemption that is in Christ Jesus. "God was in
Thrist, reconciling the world unto Himself, not ilmputing their tres-
passes unto them." (2 Cor.5:19) As far as salvation is concerned,
there is no difference in the sight of God bstween the male and the
female. Christian women, as well as Christian men, enjoy as their
very cwn possessions, the forgiveness of all thelr sins, peace of
heart and conscience, the indwelling of God the Hcly Spirit, and the
hepe of an everlasting life with Jesus thelr Savior. For thus writes
the Holy Spirit by the pen of the Apostle Paul, "For ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as havé
been baptized into Jhrist have put on Cnrist. There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there 1is neither bond nor free, there is nelther male nor
female: for ye are all one in Jhrist Jesus." (Gal.3,26-28) 4nd the
Apostle Peter speaks of Christian husbands and wives as "being heirs
tozether of the grace of life." (1 Pet. 3,7)

While the Scriptures very plainly teach that men and women are
equals as far as their salvation is concerned, nevertheless, they, at
the same time, teach that women must respect a relationship which God
Himself has established, namesly, that the women are not to exercise
dominion over the men. Let us look at the passages in Holy Writ which
speak of this relationship. "Let ycur women KkKeep silence in the
churches: for it is not permit:ed unto them to speak; but they are
commanded to be under obedience, asg also saith the law. And if they
will learn any thing, let them ask thelr husbands at home: for it is
a shame for women to speak in the church." (1 Cor.l4,34-35) "Let the
woman learn in silence with all cubjection. But I suffer not a woman
to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence."
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(1 Tim. 2:11-12) From these passages it is clearly eviden’ “haf 14
women must be excluded from thse Cffice of the Public W*n1§try,
not because they are inferior in knowledge and understziding

‘whick they are not), but because of the relationsnip whicn God Him~
121f has astablished. According to these passages women must also be

excluded from participating in the ruling of the congregation. There-
fore, 1t is on the basis of Scripture that our congxugations permit

only the men of the congregatlon to speak and to vote in congregation-
2l mestings and in the conventions of our Conference.

There are, of courss, msny whno object to thie relationship which
God has established. Some maintain that Paul's words arc no longer
binding urgon us, bscause times have changed. They s2 y that Paul was
merely taking intc consideration the social conditions which prevalled
at that tims. While there is no Scriptural proof to justify such ob-
jections, wa’flnd such opinions are widespread and that they have
even infested the majority of churches. It is a common thing tc find
husband and wife as the pastors, especially in the Pen tucostal churches.
Some time ago the Methodist Church granted full clerical rights to
women. They may now apply as candidates for the "traveling ministry"
in that dsnomination, which means thzt they may become full "journey-
men" preachers, Prior to this decision of the Methodist Church women
have been limited to the role of lay supply pastor. Right in line with
this, the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. iIn its general asseumbly
has finallv voted its approval to ordain women as ministers. There
are even so-called Lutheran Churches which reveal their utter disre-
gard for this portion of the Word of God by allowing their women to
take part in ruling the congrezation.

While the Word of God forbids women to teach in the public
assemblies of the congregation, by no means does it thereby sxcuse
women from serving the Lord in His Church.Cn the contrary, when the
Apostle Peter states, "Ye are a chossn gencration, a royal priesthood,
an holy nation, a2 pecullar people; that ye should show forth the
praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous
light," (1 Pet.2,9) women are zlso ineluded. Not only are they to be
conscientiousg in studying the Scriptures at home, but they should also
take an sctive intsrest in their Church, using the talents which God

has =ntrustod to them in His service. And let no Christian declare:
"There is nothing I can do." What =bout calling upon the unchurched
and inviting them to the Church services? What =2bout lending a helping
hané to the sick in the congregation? What about visiting somz of the
0ld people who so often feel as if they have been forgotten? What

2bout 2ssisting in cleaning the Church so that the job does not =21~
ways £2ll upon the pastor's wife or = few other faithful ladies? And
what about tcaching the 11ttle cnes in the Sungday School or in the
Zhristian Day School? Yes, there is ample opportunity for Christia
women to serve their Savior and His Zhurch.

The services whicn Christisan women have given in the Church are
frequently mentioned in the Bible. In chzpter 16 of Romans the Apostle
Paul mentions 2 number of Christian women who were working for their
32vior. In the beginning of the chavter Poul writes, "I cormmsnd unto
you Phebe our sister, which is = sgervant of ths church which is a2t
Cenchrea: that yo recocive her in the Lod, as becomzth s2ints, =2nd that

ye assist her in whatsocver business she hath need of you: for she
a2th been a succourer of many, =nd of myself also. Greet Priscilla and
Aquila my helpers in Christ Jcsus: wno h-ve for my life 1=id down
their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the
churches of the Gentiles." (1-4) Greetings to Thristian women are ex-
tended by the Apostle throughout the chzpter. It was this Priscilla
and her husband who took the zifted Apollos aside and éxpounded unto
him the way of God more parfectly. (Acts 18:26) Turning to the 16th
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chapter of Acts we are told concerning Lydia, "a seller of 15
purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshiped God, heard uss

whose heart the Lord opened, th2t she attended unto the things whlch
zrc spoken of Faul. And when she wag baptized, aund her household,

‘ne besouzght us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the
.ord, come into my house, snd abide there. And she constrained us."
{14,15) And what about Dorcas? The Scriptures tell us that "this

somsn was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did." And when
the Apostle Peter was led to the upper chamber to the dead woman,

"-~11 the widows stood by him weeping, and showing the coats and gar-
ments which Dorcess made, while she was with them." (4cts 9, 36-39).

We also note how Christian women served the Savior during His sojourn
here in the flesh. The Evengelist Luke says, "And certainm women, which
h=d bcon healed of 2vil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalense,
out of whom went seven devils, and Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's
steward, and Susanna, and many others, which ministered unto Him of
their substance." (8, 2-3) And, of course, there is the well-known
example of Mary and Martha in whose home the Savior was often a

guest, (Luke 10, 38-42) It was this Mary of Bethany who showcd her
love for Jcsus by 2nointing His head and feet with a pound of costly
spikenard. Jesus was so well pleased with her ssrvice of love that He
declared, "Verily I say unto you, wheresoever this gospcl shall be
preached throughout the wholc world, this also that she¢ hath done shall
be spoken of for a memorial of her." (Mark 14:3-9) From the Gospels

we sce that women wore the last persons a2t the Savior's crucifixien
(M2tt.27: 55-56) and the first to welcomc Him on Easter morning (Matt.
28:1-10)., And finally, it was a woman, a poor widow, who cast into the
tre-sury all the living that shc had. (Luke 21:1-4)

While there are many othecr notable examples of believing women
minietering unto the Lord, we shall let the above examples suffice to
substantiate the truth that thsre is much work which can be done by
Cahristian women in the Lord's kingdom. Let us now turn our attention
%o the sscond part of our cssay.

II.

We shall, firet of all, consider the placc of the Christian woman
in the homc as a wife. The creation of the woman and her relationship
to man gocs all thc way back to the Garden of Eden. After God had
formsd man out of the dust of the ground, and brezthed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became & living soul, "God said, It is not
good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for
him... And the Lord God causecd a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he
slept: and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instzad
thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made He
2 woman, and brought her umto thec man. and Adam sz2id, This is now bone
of my bones, aad flesh of my flesh: she shall bs called Woman, bccause
she was taken out of ¥an. Therefore shall a man leave his father and
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh." (Gen.2) The Christisn wife is to be a companion and helper to
heor husband. In thls connection Dr. Zorn writesg, "And here God does
not mean a help such as an office boy is, but cne that gives her
agzrt and her hand to her husbsnd." (Questions on Christian Topigs,
p.159,160) The wife is to relieve her husband's lonclinesss by intelli-
geat companiouship, by encour=ging him in his chosen occupation, and
by comforting him in his sorrows. Of coursc, only whore thc wife ig of
°>ng heart and mind in all spiritual matters with her husband can she
join with him in his worship of God.

The sexual relationship which the wife is to ronder the husband
1s spoken of in such passages as Gon. 2,24: "They shall be one flesh,"
And agein in 1 Cor. 7, "Let the husbend render unto the wifc due
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benevolence: and likewise alsoe the wife unto the husband. The 16
wife hath not power of her own body, but the husbands and like-

wise 2lgo the husband hath not powsr of his own body, but the

wife. Defraud ye not one the other, except 1t be with consent for a
vime, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come to-
gether again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency." (3-5)
At the same time, such physical relationship will also help keep the
wife, and not only the husbsnd, from gross immorality. For note the
words of the Apostle immediately preceding the words which I have
guoted from Zorinthians, "To avoid fornication, let every man have his
own wife, and let every woman have ner own husband." (v.2)

The wife is 2lso to be subject untoher own husband. This the
Bible teaches very clearly. In Colossians we are told, "Wives, submit
yourselves unto vour own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord." (3:18)
And in Ephesiansg, "Wives, submit yoursclves unto your own husbands, as
unto the Lord. For the husband in the head of the wife, even as Christ
is the head of the church: and He is the saviour of the body. There-
fors as the church 1s subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to
their own husbands in every thing."(5:22-24) That is God's order ef
creation. "For Adam was first formed, then Eve." (1 Tim. 2:13) "Neith~
er was the man cre2ted for the woman; but the woman for the man.,®
(1 Cor.11:9) This order of Creation remesined in effect even after
man had fallen into sin. For the Lord said to Eve, "Thy desire shall
be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee." (Gen.3:16) That this
order of Creation is still binding is also evident from such passages
as Col, 3:18 and Eph. 5:22-24 which have already been quoted. Doctor
Stoeckhardt in his Commentary on Ephesians very aptly points out that
even ag Christ leads and rules His Chuyrch, so also in holy wedlock

the husband governs and has the chief responsipility. Therefore it is
the duty of the wife to submit to her husband. In view of these pass-
ages, no Chrigtian pastor dare eliminate the word "obey" from the
marriage ceremony.

This command is also binding upon the Christian wife whose hus-
band is a rank unbeliever. She should cheerfully walk in the ways of
the Lord and pray earnestly for her husband's conversion. In First
Corinthians the Apostle Paul refers to this very thing saying, "And
the woman which hath an husband thst believeth not, and if he be
pleased to dwell with her, let her not lesave him. For the unbelieving
husband 1s sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sancti-

fied by the husband: else were your children unclean; but mow are
they holy." (7¢13-14) And the Apostle Pcter writes, "Likewilse, ye
wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not
the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation
(manner of life) of the wives; while they behold your chaste conversa-
tion coupled with fear." (1 Pet. 3:1-2) When the husband demands that
the wife do something which is contrary to the Word of God, then, of
course, she must declare with the Apostle Peter, "We ought to obey
God rather than men." {4Acts 5:29) .

We now turn our attention to the place of the Christian woman in
the home as a mother. It is God's will that a Christian wife should
become the mother of children. The procreation of children is 2also one
of the purposes of marriage. The Lord says in Genesls, "So God created
man in His own image, in the imags of God created He him; male and
female created He them. And God ble¢ssed them, and God said unto them,
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it."
(1:27-28) Furthermore, we see from the Scriptures that children are
gracious gifts of God. By the pen of the Psalmist the Holy Spirit
writes, "Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of
the womb is His reward ... Happy is the man that hath his quiver full
of them.™ (Ps.127:3-4) And in Psalm 128, "Blessed is everyone that
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fsareth the Lordj; that walketh in His ways ... Thy wife shall 17
bs as 2 frultful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children

like olive plants round about thy table. Behold, that thus shall the
w2n be blessed that feareth the Lord." Jacob recognized this truth.
Zemember the tender reunion between Jacob and Esau? When Esau saw
the women and Jacob's children, he asked, "Who are those with thee?
and Jzcob said, 'The children which God hath gracioumsly given thy
servant. '" (Gen.33:5)

Among the Israelitish women it was considered a grievous afflic-
tion to be without children. The examples of Sarz=h (Gen.16), Rachel
(Gen.30), 2nd Hannah (1 Sam.l) z2mply testify to this fact. An old
Jewish proverb says, "The childless are but as the lifeless.' How
£imes nhave changed! Dr. Zorn writes, "Married people nowadays rejolcee
when they find themsclves blessed with few children or with none at
a2l. A large family is not lookcd upon as a blessing, but rather as -
as what? As a curse?" (Questions on Christian Topiecs, p.180) This
charge is generally true. Meny so-called mothers seemingly devoid of
natural motherly instincts will even seck to rid themselves of un-
wanted children 2lready in the early stages of pregnancy through abor-
tionsg. And nine of every ten abortions in this country today are per-
formed on married women, sspecimlly between the ages of 25 and 35,
with three or more children. It has been estimated that there are
2bout one thousand criminal zbortions performed every day irl the United
States! Cne medical authority estimated the total Chicago abortion
traffic "conservatively" at about 200 a day. A large number of mid-
wives and other untrained pcople in the slum arcas perform abortions
for as little as 410, The abortion physiclan's price, however, ranges
from $250 to $400. And a few years ago, Portland, Oregon, was exposed
as the abortion capital of the Pacific Coast. (Cf.Woman's Home Compan-
ion, Oct. 1955) The clear Commandment of God - "Thou shalt not kill"
(Ex.20t13) - is thus set aside by such murdercrs!

What shall -we then say =about the mother who practices some kind
of birth gontrel? Tt is intercsting to note how some of the other
denomin~tions answer this question. The Roman Catholic Church forbids
her members tc practice srtificial birth control, but advocates the
so-called "Rhythm Method." In their recent family-1ife convention in
Buffalo, New York, Rzv. Burke, the bishop of Buffaloy referred to
those who advaécate such practices, as "followsrs of the devil." And
again, "These erotic human beings live to learn a lesson - that it 1is
better to have a cradle in the house than a coffin, better to have slx
children than one¢ cancer, better tc have 12 children than for a young
mother to becoms psychotic or neurotic and have to spend the rest of
her days in an asylum for the insane." The vast majority of Protestant
denominations have supported the birth control movement as a method
of keeping family size in linc with ability to provide. Dr. William
Lipphard, Editor of Missions Magazine, the official Baptist publica-
tion, writes, "No parish Baptist church and no ecclesiastical conven-
tion of Qaptists has ever by resolutlion expressed approval or dleap-
proval of birth control or planned parenthood. Even 1f it had, such
resolution would not be binding on any Baptist. Most Baptists would
ressnt and repudlate any such resolution as an unwarrantsd intrusion
into the private life of husbznd and wife." The Methodists answer in a
similar way, "The general conference of the Methodist church has never
made an official pronouncement on birth control...the spacing of chil-
dren, the health of parents and adequate economic support are factors
to bs considered." (Dr. Ralph W. Sockman) The Presbyterian Church
answers, 'The Presbyterian church does not legislate for its people on
personal moral igsues. Nothing in the church's teaching, however, can
be construed as forbidding an intelligent, conservative and unselfish
cmployment of birth control. The commandment of God to our first
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parents, "Be fruitful and multiply," was glven at a time when 18
the world was underpopulated. Presbyterians do not believe thils
precept 1is relevant today when overpopulation in many areas produces
hunger and famine." (Dr. John S. Bonnell) Dr. Norman Pittenger, pro-
fessor at General Theological Seminary, speaking in behalf of the
Zpiscopalian Church, says, '"The Anglican communion has spoken, through
its conference of bishops at Lambeth, on birth control, saying that
when practiced without selfish motives it is permissible. There has
been much discussion of the 'moral theology' of contraception, but no
more clearly defined position has yet been taken." And, finally, to
gquote one more, the American Lutheran Conference recently stated
through i1ts Commission on Social Relations, 'The means which a married
palr uses to determine the number and the spacing of the births of
their children are a matter for them to decide witn their own con-
sclences, on the basis of competent medical authority and in the sense
of accountability to God. No moral merit or demerit can be attached to
any of the medically approved methcds for controlling the number ar
cpaoing of children. Whether the means used are those labeled 'natural’
or 'artificial' is of far less importance than the spirit in which thess
means are used. Continence in the marriage relationship, when its sole
purpose ls the selfish avoidance of pregnancy, is equally as wrong as
in the use of contraception toward this same selfish goal. An over-
abundant production of -children without regard to the responsibllities
involved may be as sinful and selfish as is the complete avoidance of
parenthood.

It is not what the church may legislate which should govern the
Christian mother's attitude as far as birth control is concerned, but
for her the question of paramount importance must always be: What
saith the Lord in His Word? In the Scriptures we note the following
principles basic to the subject: 1) Children are the gracious gifts
of God (Ps.127:3-6) (Ps.128); 2) Children are not to be despised
(Matt.18:10); 3) God not ounly grants cnildren but He also withholds
them (Job 1:21; Gen.20:18; 25:21; 30:2). Keeping these Scriptural
principles in mind the Christian motner will realize that one of the
purposes of her marriage is the procreation of children and therefore
she will also rejoice with every child that the Lord grants her wheth-
er it be few cr many.She will not make the advice and counself of
worldly-minded people her gulde, but will continually look to the Word
of God which is a lamp unto her feet and a light unto her path. (Ps.l119
105) She will not heed the talk of those who claim that if no birth
control is practiced, the world i1s doomed to disaster. Such 1g the
talk of Julian Huxley, who writes in his introduction to Robert Cook's
book, "Human Fertility: The Modern Dilemma," "We need a positive popu-
lation policy for the world as a whole and for each of the nations in
it. Such a population policy will be in the highest degree moral, in
stressing the wickedness of allowing future generations to be born to
increasing misery and permitting the entlre human race to suffer
genetlic degeneration. It will regard populaticn health as a part of
veneral health, and family planning and birth control as indispensible,"
The Christian mother will realize thatsince it is the Lord who grants
her children, it 1s the Lord who will take care of them by providing
them with everything they need to support thlis body and life. Here,
too, the words of Solomon apprly, "Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding." (Prov.3:5) Due
thankfulness to the Lord for the children which the Lord has granted
her will also prompt the Christian mother to follow the example of
Lols and Eunice, the grandmother and mother of Timothy, who in his
early years was trained and nurtured by them in the Word of God, that
the Apostle Paul later could write to him of this and say, "From a
chlld thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee
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wise unto salvation through faith which ig in Christ Jesus." 19
(2 Tim.3:15) Yes, she will assist her husband in bringing the
shildren up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord by bring-

‘nz them to Jesus in Holy Baptism and by constantly impreseing upon
shelr hearts that they are only strangers and pilgrims haere and that
they should always fix their gaze on the eternal blessedness which
awailts them in heaven with Jesus their Savior.

The true Christian wife and mother will also give due head to
those warnings in the Holy Scriptures which tell her how not to be.
ihe listens when hce dear Lord tells her not to be contentious, jeal-
Jus, and quick to become angry. The writer declares by ingpiravion,

"Tt is better %o dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and
an angry woman," (Frov.21:19) She will be careful not to beg given over
to gossip, like the younger widows concerning whom the Apostlec Paul
wrote, "And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house
to house; and not only 1dle, but tattlers also and busybodles, spcak-
ing things which they ought not." (1 Tim.5:13) She will heed the ad-
monition of the Apostle not to be excessively concerned about dress,
"Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it
bz the hidden man of the heart, in that which 1s not corruptible, even
the ornament of a mesk and guiet spirit, which is in the sight of God
of great price." (1 Pet.3:3-4)

The attributes of a good wife and mother are very filttingly de-
scribed in the last chapter of Proverbs, "Who can find a virtuous
woman? for hor price is far sbove rubies., The heart of her husband doth
gafely trust in hor, go that he shall heve no need of spoil., She will
do him good and not evil 2ll the days of her 1life. She sccketh wool,
and flax, »nd worketh willingly with her hangs. She is like the mer-
chants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar. She riseth also while
it is yet night, and gilveth meat tc her household, and a portion to
her maidens. She considereth a fizld, and buysth it: with the frult of
her hands she planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her loins with stremgth,
and strengthencth her armse. She percelveth that her merchandise is goodi
her candle goeth not out by night. She layeth her hands to the spindle,
and her hands hold the distaff. She stretcheth out her hand to the
poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. She 1s noi
afraid of the snow for her nouschold: for all her houschold are
clothed with scarlet. She maketh herself coverings of tspestry; her
clothing is gilk and purple. Her husband is known in the gates, when
he sitteth among the elders of the land. She maketh fine linen, and
selleth 1t; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. Strength and
honour are her clothing; and she shall re¢joice in time to coma, She
openeth her mouth with wisdom; 2and in her tongue is the law of kind-
nees. She looksth well to the ways of her household, and sateth not the
bread of idleness. Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her
hugband also, and he praiseth her. Many daughters have done virtuously,
but thou exccllest them all. Favour i1s deceitful, and beauty is vain;
but a2 woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. Give her of
the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates."
(31:10-31) And lest anyons ever think that the New Testament is at
variance with the 01ld Testament on this point, let us note what the
Apostle Paul writes to Titus, "But speak thou the things which become
gound doctrine,..that they may te=ch the young women to be sober, to
love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste,
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word
of God be not blasphemed." (2:1-5) The Christian wife and mother who
thus gives diligent heed to strive after the virtues with which the
Scriptures characterize her, is truly like the "wise woman who build-
eth her houss." (Prov.14:1)
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We must very sadly acknowledge the deplorable fact that the 20
tendency in our day 1s to take the wife and mother out of the
rightful sphere into which God Himself has placed her. On the
basis of the passages already quoted it is certainly not in harmony
witn the Word of God if a wife =2nd mother, by having employment,
neglects her Scriptural duties in the home. "I will therefore that
the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none
occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully." (1 Tim.5:14)

The Bible gives us many cxamples of such pious wives and mothers.
Think of Abigail who was faithful to her husband unto the end, (1 Sam.
25); of Ruth, the Moabitess, and her tender characteristics; of the
Virgin Mary and hor humble submission to the Word of God (Luke 1338).
Such Christian wives and mothers are really a great prize and tredsure
in our day of gross materialism and sensuality. And those husbands and
children whom thc Lord has grantcd such faithful and pious wives and

mothqrs can never thank and praise God suffieiently for His wongerful
grace.
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PRESIDENTIAL REPORT

Delegate Convention of the Concordia Luth. Conference
Tinley Park, Illinois Aug. 9-11, 1958

By the Lord's rich gracc we nave completed another year in which
we were privileged, 2s 2 Confercnce, to enjoy the continucd blessings
of God's purs Word and the Holy Sacraments. Bosldes these most rrized
Lrensures, the Lord favored us also with the continued blessing of the
unity of ths Spirit in the oond of peace. For thesc unmeritced favors
we raisc our hearts to the Triune God in praise and thenksgiving!
Repentintly conscious of our own many shortcomings during tials past
year, w» plcad with our Heavenly Father for Jesus' sake to cast all
our tronsgrescione behind His back into the depths of ths sea. And we
28k Him by the pover of the Hely Spirit to e¢nable us to persevere 1in
the full truth of His "Word in ordcr that His wondrous namy may be
rishtly glorified bv us and His Church furthered in us and through us
throughout the world.

Last year at this time I wis 2ble to report to you that the
necessary reorganization of our church body from the Orthodox Lutheran
sonference into the Concordin Lutheran Confercence had, under God's
blesesings, been complzted. Your adoption of the document c~1lled The
Agreement, 28 publiched in the Hanuary, 1957, 1ssue of the Concordia
Luthcran, made tnat an accomplished foct. There remzined one important
ohase of our reorganlzation, namely, the revising of the Constitution
of our Confurcnce. That matter was given first consideratlon 2t our
Jonvention last August in Wilmot, South Dakota, and, under the Lord's
blessings, was brought to its completion during the early part of this
current year.

The Board of Dircctors in i1ts flrst meeting after the Auzust
Sonvention, held in Milw=aukee on November 5-6, spent a good share of
its time putting the finishing touchscs con the proposed new Constitu-
tion. Thils included additionsl chonges in the form of revisions,; addi-
tions, and dzlsticns. Through 2 refsrendum 21l of our congregations,
membeyr congregations and non-msmber congregations in fellowshlp with
us, unzanimously approved =nd gave thelir consent to the proposged new
Jonetitution,

At the 2nd Board of Dircctors' mesting held in Milwaukee on April
15 and 16, I informed the RBoord of the results of that refersndum on
the Constitutlon and 1t thereforc went on rocord recognizing the new
Constitution as boeing then in ¢ffect by virtue of the resolution
2dopted =2t our Convention last August. An official announcement to
that efifcct appeared in the May issue of the Concordia Luthsran. In
that announcement I =21so made public the appoimtment of a number of
brecthren to various commlittees which the new Constitution requirsd:
onc lay member for the Committce on Lutheran Union, an assistant
Zditor, and 2 pastor member for the Committee on Theological Education,.
It 1s understood that the brethren which I 2ppointed were to serve on
these committeces until this present Convention at which time you will,
for the coming ycar, make your own choieg for thesw offices by ballot
in the regular sloctions according to our new Constitution.

The adoption of our new Constitution wzs, under God, a big step
forward. Whilc thore doubtlessly ie room for improvement in this Con-
ctiltution, noevertheless, we now, by the Lord's grace, have a sultable
working platform which we all have found to be agrecable because, so0
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fayr as we nave been able to determine, it provides a truly
Scriptural basis for the ordsrly cerrying out of the important
work which confronts us as a Confcrence, which we have outlined
in Articl: III:

1) Ths counscrvation of the unity in the truc faith,

2) Joint tsstimony and defcnsc against all public srrors in doc-
trin- and practice.

3) Joint effort toward God-pleasing union with other Lutherans,
namely, such union as 1is based upon the unity of the Spirit -
full agrecment in doctrine and practice on the basgis of Cod's

Worc.

4) Joint ecxtension of the Kingdom of God through cooporative
mission worl of our congrogations.

5) The adequate training of pastors for the work of the ministry
in ovy midst, and of parochial school teachers and other helps
to the ministry.

6) The publication and distribution of orthodox religious boOKks,

¢riodicals, and other literatug for the promotion of the true
faith.

7) The endeavor to bring about the best possible uniformity in orders
of sc¢rvice, church customs, 2and other congregntional externals;
without, howcver, abridging any congregation's rignhts in matters

)

indiffercent (adiaphora).

I recall these to mind =2t this time because that reopresents the
core, the very heart and 1life of our fwvllowshlp in Christ =s a2 Con-
farcrce., Whot 2 wonderful one it isg becausc through it we arc snabled,
under God, more effectively to carry out the glorious work of preach-
ing the Gospel to all creabtures. Wo thank the Lord for this progress
and wc pray that He m2y under our new Constitution bestow upon all of
us Hig richzst blessings, enabling us faithfully, humbly, lovingly,
and joyfully to scrve Him and one another according to the me=asure
of gracc H: grants c¢=2ch, to the glory of His name =nd to the further-
ance of His Church.

With such a solid, Scriptur=l found-tion on which to stand and
operate, brethren, let us zo forward now in the precious work of our
Lord. Anhothzr important stcocp we must teke as socn ag posgsible is the
provision for 2 future ministry. We have in our past Conventions
rrzopgnlzed thie =nd we hopc at this Convention to come closcr to, if
not to re=ch, 2 solution to this need. May the Lord of the Vineyard
£ive us cour=ge, vision, =and suacuss in supplying it) Thero will be an
opportunity in this m~tter for c¢ach of us to give proof of his and her
ith that we ~=re truly in c¢arnost 2about serving our Lord. We have
g2tudly sung: "Toke my 1life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to
@ - Take my silver and my zold, not 2 mite would I withhold," now
m=y God the Hdoly Shost lend us humbly and confidently to procecd in
that s2me epirprit ~s we resolve at this Convention to provide for a
future ministry. And let us ~leo trust Hie Word of promisc that He
will supply us with the right mcn =nd gifts to serve ug 2nd hslp us in
carrying out this very important work of the ministry of His Word.

The Board of Dirsctors At both ¢f its mcetings =2lso spent con-
giderapvlc tims on the provblem of how we 7g 2 Conference should proceed
in our endeavers to contact such perstors and lay people who for doc-
trinzl rceascns have loft =2nd mey yot leave congrsgations =nd synods of
the Synodieal Conforonce. Tnz Zo2rd hag a croposal to offer for the
Sonvention's considaration, namcly, = document called 4n Invitation,
to which T trust we have all gilven sarious study sand thought and on
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which we hope final action can be taken at this Convention, May
the Lord of the Zhurch also direct us in this important phase
of our work here!

At this time I would also like to call your attention to one of
the by-laws in our Constitution. In 1, B, we read, '"Mecmber-congrega-
tions st2ll bc expscted to pay the annusl travellng and convention
oxpenses of both its pastoral and lay delegates; and congregations in
followship, thoe costs of its representatives. In 2ddition, congrega-
tione arc =2sked to take a freewill offering to be used in thu cgquall-
zotion of such expenses.'" Somc of our pastors and lay dclegates are
un=ble to attend conventions, or do so with great difficulty, because
of thc great traveling ¢xpenge involved. In this by-law you have
provided for = rcmedy of that situmtion if wo all cooporate. The
blessedness for =11l of ug in having the pastor and lay rcpresentatives
of our congrog-tions pres:nt nt those conventions 1s, I beliove,
rc2dily acknowledged by us 211, May God give us willlng hearts and
the bounty necessary to mest this problem.

My =nnu=l report would not be complete without a refcrcnce to
tho fact that one familiar face and volice will be missing at this
Jonvention this yzar, namcly, that of tne sainted Fastor cemeritus,
Gustav Bloedel, formerly of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Last September, on
the 25th, the Lord colled our cstcemed brother to his eternzl rest.
His obitu=ry 2ppe-rced in the Cctober issue of the Concordia Lutheran.
His passing gives us opportunity to remind ezch other the more firmly
and earncstly to lay hold on God's grace =2nd with zeal to follow the
cxample of our Savior to do the works of our Heavenly Father while 1t
ig day, becausc the nisght cometh when no man can work)

There was one church dedication this p2st year on the 3rd Sunday
after Trinity. The brethrecn of Trinity Lutheran Church, Sigourney and
Muscatine, Iowa, J. E. Shufelt, pastor, dcdicated their ncwly acquired
church building Jocated in Muscatine. We rejolce with these brethren
and pray the Lord of the Church to bless Trinity congreg-ation!

Two congrecgations are scheduled to join our ranks zs members at
tis Convention. $t. Stephen Tvangzlical Lutheran Caurch of Wilmot,
South Dakot=a, O. W. Schemefer, prstor; 2and the congrcgation at Seattle,
W=ashington, which precsently 1s baing served by Pastor Nattersyr of
Lebanon, Oreson. Wo rejoicc th~t thsse brothren have dcecilded to share
with ug the full responeibilitics and blessings of membership in our
Jonferones. In the name of the Confeorence I wileome those congregations
and when they have formnlly been r.ceilved as membsors, invite taem to
share with us full voting privileges. May the Lord's blessings rast
upcon your memborship!

At this time I =am also happy to reﬁort that 2 former member of
the Luthcran Church - Missourli Synod,clergy, Albert C. Rolf, formerly
thz p=stor of 2 parish in Ambi=, Indiana, who attsnded our Pastoral
Sonfercnce meoting yosterday altornoon =and who profosscd himself to
us 2t tnat time to bc one with us in the Faith, has also declarcd his
dcsire to join our Confercncs. His 2application for membership will be
duly consldered in accordance with thoe provisions of our Constitutilon.

In conclusion, I wish yct to report that undcer the Lord's rich
blessings thorce was a wonderful spirit of brothserly cooperation shown
me by 2ll the Conferonce brethren in my of ficial work and especially
Dy those brethren who were wlected with me te be your chief servants,
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I take this opportunity to thank you all and to express also my sin-
ciré thanks to you all here and at home for your prayers 1in our
hrhalf. May I eaprnestly request you to continue your prayers for
cur next president, too, and let us never stop praying for =all our
brothren so that God's grace may have full and free coursc among
vs, upholding us 2nd crowning our labors with success.! If we as a
Sonforence are going to amount to what we should before the Lord and
iis CJhurch, it will be because we continue to be a praying Confcrence.
Cnly by first zoing on our knees in humble repentant prayer to the
Lord will we be able by His Word to obtain the neccssary power,
gourage, wisdom, ~nd faithfulncss from Him so that we can joyfully
arise and do exploits for Him (Daniel 11, 32). "Now our Lord Jesus
Shrist Himself, 2nd God, ceven our Father, which hath loved us, 2and hath
given us everlesting consolation =2nd good hope through grace, comfort
your hearts, and stablish you in every good word snd work," 2 Thess. 2,
16-17. To Him alone be proise and glory now and always!

Respectfully submitted,

E. L. Mehlberg, President

REPORT
of the
COMMITTEE TO REVIEW THE PRESIDENTIAL REPORT
The President's report has been reviewed by your Committee
and has bgen found to be accurats and edifyving. Everything mcontioned
bv the Presidcnt in his rcport requiring action by the Confcrence has
been duly resolved during the course of the Confercnce business.
Be 1t therefore resolved, that we again thank Pastor Mehlbsrg

for his sinczre and painstaking labors, under God's grace, in behalf

of our Conference.
P. R. Bleedel

~ V. Bloedel
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REPORT OF THE ZOMMITTEE ON MISS ICNS

"Gc ye intc all the world, and presch the Gespel to every
srevture."” Mark 16, 15. In accordance with this missicn ccmmand cf
cuyr déeor Savior ~ur Coenfersnce has endeavorcd, under Ged's gracicus
bleseings, thrcough its Committee on Missicns tc prenacte the Godpleas-
ing wrk ¢f missicne.

During the post year the Christinns in Seattle have formally
“rganized their ~wn congregaticn czlling Pastcr M.L.Natterer tc serve
ag their v-c ney pastcor until the Lord sees fit to prcvide them with
their cwvn resident paster.

Jonzorning the work in Iowa your Committee received the following
information from P2stor Shufelt: "It was with grateful appresciction
that we noted your committce's report to the 1957 convention of the
Joncordia Lutheran Conference recommending 2 subsidy toc our Trinity
Lutheran Church of Osknloosa =2nd Muscatine, Iowa to vnable thelr
pastor to give full time to his ministry in promoting mission work.
The Confercnece greciously followed your recommendation and granted us
2 gubsidy of $1500 for one year ($125.00 a2 month). Tho subsidy was
first received for Sept. 1957 =and for each month since that time.
Fagtor Shufelt promptly rcsisned from hils secular occupation and began
full time work =s your missionnry. Along with canvassings =nd calling
on posegible prospects, certrin adjustments were worked out. 1) Oska-
loosa and Muscrtine wore 96 miles apart, and since Muecmtine was the
new 2nd lorger ficld, 1t secmed wisc =2nd preper for the pastor te move
to Muscntine. Early in October the pastor and wife rented a well
located housc and moved into it on the 1lwst day of October. 2) The
faithful members who had worshipped rgularly at the Oskaloosa YMCA all
livsd in 2n adjoining county th=t was come miles nearer to Muscatine,
They decidcd to seek 2 mecting place in Sigourney, the county seat of
their own county which cut the distance betwcen the preaching places
from 96 to 72 miles. They found a commodious place to worship at a new
Farm RBureau 3ullding for which 2 rental of 45.00 2 scrvice 1s paid.

Wo continue to meet there on 2nd, 4th zand Sth Sundays. On lst =nd 3rd
Sund=zys =1l join in worchip =t our church in Musgcatine. And now on 5th
Sundays we¢ =21l join in worship =2t Sizourney... The divinc favor cer-
t=inly shone upon us in the m~tter of 2 church home in Muscatins., A
church property was offered us for rental in June, 1957. In 1953 the
Adventists sold the property to 2 group c=lled the Church of Christ
w*ho in turn offered 1t to us a2t = rental of }50.00 per month if taken
in six monthe. We took over thc propaerty on 2 rental basis on July 1,
1957 and <ntcrsed into a contract of purchzse in December, 1957. In
licu of the "without intasrcst" provision we were asked to pay a real
catete dealer's commission of 250,00 which we did. The congregatien
f=s paid off the rual estate commiscion and paid $650.00 on the cost
price le~ving us 2 debt 2t this time of $4350.00. Brother Robert
Steinkce has made for us a plain but nttroctive pulpit, altar, and
hymnboard., An orgen w=as purchased by members who live in Muscatine ang
2lgo considerable redecorsting wns done prior to our dedication. We
celebrated this fastival on June 22 with President Mehlberg 2s the
cuest speaker. Seven members have been received into our fellowship
during the pnst years and =11 2re proving to be very faithful devoted
members. We have regular Bible clagses after the morning services. And
there is an encouraging interest ang spiritual growth in these.™ And
in spe=2king of 2 recent congregation mecting Pestor Shufelt writes,
"It was unanimouely voted to =sk your Committee snd the Conference for
a 51200,00 subsidy for the nexk yesar."
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It will be noted that the subsidy granted Trinity Lutheran Church
in Iowa for 1957 was 31500, and that now the request is made for
1200 for the next year. Jo surcly praise the wonderful grace and
recy of our dear Lord in so gr-ciously assisting Trinity congrega*tior
in rcducing the amount of subsidy requested. It is recommended that
their request for $1200 be granted.

Respectfully submitted,

M. L, Nattercr, chairman

REPORT
of the
COMMITTEE ON THECLOGICAL EDUCATION

Your Committee on Thcol. Education, as authorized by the 1957
Convention of our Conference, preparcd a "Prospsctus" or Forward Look
Pamphlet toward the treining of a future ministry &n our midst and
gent sufficisnt copies of this to each pastor for thorough congrega-
tionz2l study =nd comment. We¢ gre~tly =2ppreciate the earnest concern
of our brethren in this important matter of the Lord's work, thelr
prompt replice and suzgsstions; and, on the basis of these returns,
we respectfully submit for the consideration of the present Convention
the following revport.

A11 of the congregations either in membership or merely in fellow-
ship with our Conferconce recognize the urgent need for the adequate
preparation of 2 future ministry in our midst, without delay. At
presont we are alrendy one pastor short for the pastorate of the
vearious congregations as well as the mission field. Moreover, the
problem of providing addition=l candidates for the ministry is not
one th=t c2n bse quickly =2nd c2sily solved sinee Holy Scripture makes
speciflc rcquirements of those who desire the office of 2 bisghop,
2mong which not thc least is =z thorough tralning.

The consensus of opinion favore, instead of a two-year course
=fter college suggested in tho Prospcctus, 2 thrce or cven four-year
course of particular seminary Instruction and study since the curri-
culum as prsontsd scems to be far too crowded both for students and
those who would s rve in the capacity of professors. It 1s also
gencrally ~grceed that a basicacmdemlc requirement for entrance into
our seminary be at least two years of general college, with accent
upon ¢ducational and language courses. Entering students should be
of our fellowehip 2nd =l1lso submlt the personzl, written recommendation
of th¢ir prstor,

Opinions diffsr scmewhat 2as to the curriculum and courses of
study. Whils some frvor makine the studl:s much more practlcal, others
in turn =advogate a full theorotical 2nd vractic=al training. Your
Jomnlttee believee that we should, even undcr our unigue conditions
today, avold all extremes 1in such aerrangements. We do need to train
pastors as practic2lly and quickly =28 possible. Yet we also need a
ministry,; especially in our d=y when the opponents of true doctrine
aré highly educ2ted in an ac~demle sense, - a ministry that 1s alse
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well equipped academically to undertake the ministry of the
Word 2nd Sacrament and to contend for the true falth in the face
of ¢rror, which, in m2ny an instance, steme from an abuse of worldly
wisdom =nd learning. We believe thot a revision of the curriculum
is not now =n urgent matter but rother one which can well be taken
cere of ag our more basic problems in the starting of semlnary
work rench solution.

Qur most urgent problems at the present, as we sece them, are the
following:

One is the problem of arranging for our pastors to teach the
various subjects required for adequate seminary instruction. To teach
any one theological subject necessitates being a specialist in that
subjJect and the corregsponding time both to prepare for and to teach
that subject. As our plan now stands as proposed in the Prospectus,
several different pastors would have to teach, - each of them - sever-
al different subjects. This would consume a very great deal of thelr
time, which time is, awording to Holy Writ, to be used by them, first
of all, for the work in their congregations to which they have Dbeen
called. Secongly, it will not work out in a practical way to have the
gtudents studying on part-time, being employed the rest of the time in
some secular pursult or in secular study at some other school. Our
efforts with such students would be well-nigh futile, since they
would be subject to immecdlate service in the armed forces and thus
have to stop their theological training in the very migst or even
garly part of it. And thirdly, it is felt by some who reported to our
Committee that the constant changing of a student, each semester,
from one domicile and one place of instruction to another would both
be excessively expensive and otherwise not conducive to the best in-
terests of the students themselves. In view of all these observaticns,
the Board of Directors, at its April 15th meeting of this year,
carried the motion "to ask all the congregations of our Conference to
consider locating the Seminary on thelr premises or in their locality
and to report their feelings; findings, and figures to the next Board
meeting (that was Friday evening) and in the meantime to build up our
Seminary fund wilth the prospect of going forward with a building
project and a full-time professorship."” This matter, therefore, merits
the very careful ccnsideration of this present Convention.

St11l another very grave matter confronting us is the fact that,
as shown by our survey this year, there is not even one young man in
our midst who definitely desires to prepare for the work of the
ministry. Cnly four ars listed as being somewhat interested. As far
as we can datermine, this general apathy or lack of interest is due
to the psculiar financial circumstances under which they, apparently,
would be expected to work and to live when they have finished their
seminary trzining and should they be called into the ministry of our
midet. For, on the one hand, they are taught from the Word of God:
"Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel
should 1live of the Gospel,"” (1 Cor. 9, 14) and: "Let him that is
taught in the "ford communicate {(that is, share with) him that teacheth
in 21l good things," (Gal. 6,6) and as St. Paul sets forth the ques-
tion tc the Jorinthians concerning the financial support of the mini-
stry: "If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing
if we shall reap your carnal things?" (1 Cor. 9,11). On the other
hand, however, they have experienced through personal observation that,
in not a few instances from the beginning of our Conference in 1951,
pastore not merely volunteered to help their congregations financially
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for a time but have actually been expected by their congregations
to provide the major part of their living through secular work.
Surely none of us would want our young brethren or, for that matter,
anyone 1in the world to get the wrong impression that it i1s not our
firm intenticn as faithful, truly orthodox Christians, to abide by
God's ordinance also in these matters relating to the support of the
Holy ilinistry. Therefore your Committee feels that it would be of
great e¢ncouragement to our prospective pastors of tomorrow, as well as
tc our own pastors, and a testimony to all the world which is observ-
ing our practice that we plainly state and affiym our stand upon the
true doctrine in thcse Vvery matters by a special resolution, serfously
urzing one another everywhere to do all that within us lieth, Dby
generous sacrifices of joy in the Lord, to support the ministry 1in
the manner which Ha has ordalned.

Brethren of the Joncordia Lutheran Conference, when we consider
the matter of establishing in our midst a seminary, a plan and system
for providing and training a future ministry, with all its ramifica-
tions, the problems we have thus far presented and those which un-
doubtedly will still present themselves to us 1in the future, we
realize that we ars confronted with a tremendous task, one which far
transcends our ability - our wisdom, understanding, and material re-
sources - to carry it out. And vat this 1is a very necessary task,
one s¢ baslc in the work of Ou 's Kingdom of Grace committed to our
trust, that we cannot afford to chcose whether or not we should go
forward in it. We¢ are in much the same position today as were the
Children ol Iesrael whsn they, upon the Lord's command, departed from
Egypt for the promised Land of Canaan. On the one hand, there lay
befors them thoy apparently impacgsable waters of the Red Sea. Cn the
other hand, they were being pursued by the hosts of Pharaoh. But just
then, when to human eyse evorything seemed impossible, nothing was
impossible {for the Lord, who led them and who had told them the way
in which thoy should go. And so we read, Ex. 14, 13-15: "And loses
sald unto thz poople, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation
of the Lord, which hd will show to vou today; for the Egyptians whom
ye have =g¢ n todey, ye shall sew them again no more forever. The Lord
ehall fight for vou, =2nd ye shall hold your peace. And the Lord said
untc HMogusg, qurefor ericst thou unto me? Speak unto the children of
Israel, th:t thoy zo forward!" Lot ueg also therefore go forward in
this p?rticul r work which tho Lord has committed to us, and as it
has bzen outlined to us in thig present report, tz2king first steps
first, and then cont1nu1ng relentlessly to move forward as the Lord
Himegelf giveg ue uOftunlty Lst us show by our actions that we have
confidence in iHim tn°T is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think;" (Eph. 3,20) and as we work and sacrifice to do
our part, let us also dally =nd fervently commit the matter to our
Lord and ©avior in prayer, ss Ho has tayght uss "The harvest truly is
plenteous, but the laborcrs are few; prey y¢ therefore the Lord of the
Harvest, that He will send forth laborers into His harvest." (Matthew
9: 37_38)

Reepoctfully submitted,

H, D. Mcnsing, Chalrman
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Your prescent Ccmmittee on Church Unicn came intc being early in
1958 with ths pratificaticn of cur new ccnstitution by cur ccngrega-
tinna.

Your ccamitteo has held no meetings elther ameng curselves or
with any individuals or groups cutside cf our fellowship. Thrcugh
Brether Shufolt, whe had been in tsuch with Pastcr G. W. Fischer of
Menk2to, Minn.,, we expressed cur willingness tc meet with him and
menbzrs of hls ccngregaticn. However, the precjscted mecting never
materislizcd, very likely for the reascn th=zt Pastor Fischer informed
Brother Shufelt that in hls ¢stimation there wculd be nc value in
meating with us unless men from the Minneapclis faction would also be
in attedancae.

In May, 1958, a pastor who had resigned frem the Misscuri Syncd
in 1957, 2nd since then hag scrved 2 remnant c¢f his former ccngrega-
ticn in ncrtheastern Nebraska informed cur president of his desipre to
establish fellowehip with b2th the Orthcdex Lutheran Cenfersnce and
cur Conc rain Lutheran Jonforence. President Mehlberg immediately
turncd the letter over to the chairmsn of our committee whe informed
this pastcr of the willineness of cur ccmmittee tc meet with him 2t a
time 2nd place best suitsd to bhis convenience, using "An Invitation'
as the bmels fcocpr cur discussicns. i

Cn June 9, we received a reply in which he neither accepted ncr
rejected cur invitatiocn, but rether stated: "What I ha@dn mind in
particular is that 211l parties shcould agree to drcp all grievances."

His reply, hcwever, did loeve the dcor cpen, apparently, for
future dircussion, for he stated that he hcped to speak of these

mattors with cur president sctmetime in August when he expected to be
in Wisconsin,

It would be helpful to cur Zommittce to have the reaction of the

brethren tc "An Invitation" which was sent to all pastors cf our
Confercnce carly in May. We weuld like to know whether or nct the
brethren fogl that whatever mectings may be planned or actually held,
under Ged, ¢sp.cially with such men who have already left cr will
still lewve syncds of the Syncdieal Cenfeence will be conducted in a
truly Gecpluasing manner cn the bzsis of the prindiples set forth in
"an Invitation."

It is our prayer that all work planned and undertaken by the
Ccmmittze on Church Union may be perfermed in such a manner that
Ged's Werd and Luther's doctrine pure may to all eternity endure.

E. C. Hallstein, chairman
Rev, 0., W. Schaefer

Mrs Ernest Steinke
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THE REPORT OF THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Dzar Rrethren,

By God's gr=ce, since our 1lsst canvention in 1957, the CONCORDIA
LUTHEZAY hes continued to be published z2nd to set forth the pure
teachinze of Goad's Word. Attractive and dignified religious cuts have
been rurchmscd and used in our periocdical from time to time as appro-
priate fillerse, The issues hmve contained doctrinal, devotional, po-
lemical nnd nistorical =2rticles; news items, translations and prac-
tical 31ibl: Study Cutlines. The Zditor in this connection wishes to
exprses hig zratitude to those brethren who have coopersted in pro-
vici: #2006 Scrivtural matgrial for publication. Subscriptjon coupons
hzave been inscrted in the periodical cevery 3rd month and a notice of
expiration inscorted in that issus which concludes a subscription,

Tho cditor i1s very conscious of his failure to produce a perfect
publication free of all typogr=sphical crrors =nd transpositions. We
could polnt out numarous inst=ncss of thesc errors during the past
year and encourngs the c¢ditor to give more thorough scrutiny to the
g-11lcy and p°ge procfs. In this connection, we would 21so0 encourage
the brethren who submit 2rticlzs for our paper thoroughly to proofread
thelr matcrial and clogely chazck 21l Biblicrl references and gquotations
as to their prop:sr wordags, punctustion, 2nd location. The sarticles
submitted for publication should definitely be in the hands of the
editor by the l=st wzok of thc month previous to the date of publica-
tion. Kocoping thesc things in mind should help our CONCCRDIA LUTHERAN
to be mors prompt in reaching the subscribers and more free of print-
ing errors,

We must 21so recognize the fact that there are articles on other

subjects which chould be but heve not bsen sufficiently provided

for our ro2dsrs. Such articles snhould include church news items from
AIL the cgonstitucnt members of oupr Zonference, church news from a
wildzr field, world news 2e it affocts the Church or as signs of the
tim:zs, historic=l =articles, ~nd ~rticles on Iszgogical matters. It is
the purooss of this roport not to zo into detsil on ceditorial matters,
but to throw the publication of ths CCNCORDIA LUTHERAN befors the
body Tor genirz2l discussion.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul R. Bloedel

REPCRT OF THS BUSINTSS MANAGER
Dear Brethren: -

During the period from July 1, 1957, to June 30, 1958, we re-
celvaed 82 ronewals, 42 new subscriptions, and 2 total of 262.45.

From July 1, 1956, to Juns 30, 1957, we rcceived 80 renewals,
13 new subscriptions, =2nd - totz2l of $196.30.

Cn July 1, 1357, we hod 132 eubscribers on the mailing list,
while on Julv 1, 1958, we h=ad 144 subscribors.

Sinecerely yours,
August Luft
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REPORT OF THE IRESS COMMITTEE sl

Dear Brethren,

Your Press Committes, consisting of the Vice-president and the
Secrctary, wag appointed by the 1957 Delegate convention in Wilmot,
$.D. and wnas arked to gerve until other arrangements arc made. We
hercwith proecnt a report of our activity during the pzast year,

At thes 1957 convention vour Committec was charged with the respor -
sibility of making some announcement regerding the Lutheran World
Fedcration convention which met in Minncapolis during the summer of
1957, if 1t sghould find cuch announcement feasible.

In accord with the wishes of the 1957 Delegate conventlion your
Committse dr.w up 2 rslease contz2ining the views of our Conference
with rofcromcs to the LWF 2nd tho publicity given its convention in
Minneapolis lagt summer. In this article we noted especially that we
hold Christ to be the only He2d of the Church and divinely called
pastors servants of the congrsgotions and that the Church's only aim
is "to exhort men through faith in Chriet to set their hopes and as-
pirations on the horcafter rather thsn on the here.'

This =rticlc was submitted to the edltor of the Minneapolis Star
and Tribune =nd appcarcd in the Sunday edition, Sept. 8, 1957. Re-
sponecs were received by both members of the Ccmmittee from such as
agreed with cur prosontaticn and from such z2s vehemcently cppcsed our
stand. The Bcard of Directors in its November, 1957; meeting read this
releasc 2nd heartily approved the action tzkcn by the Press Committee.

The cnly other activity of ycur Press Committee occurred a few
wocks ago when we submitted an article concerning the 1958 convention
¢f cur Confourcnce tc the editcrs of fecur Chicago newspapers and re-
guested th=t it 2ppear, if 2t all possible, in the Sung=y editicn
datcd August 3, 1958,

Thig, then, is the bricf repcrt of ycur Press (Ccmmittee., May God
ccntinue tc use this ccmmittee to honer and glorify His hely name and
to publicize tho Biblical confussicn and przctice of our belceved
church bcdy!

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. E. C. Hallstein
Rev., O. W. Schaefer
REFORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE

Having duly ccmpared the finencial reccrde of the Condordia Luth-
eran Conforence with preperly signed vcuchers, statements, recelpts,
memos, =nd cancelled checks, we, the undersigned, find these reccrds
te be ccrrect and in good ordsr.

Philip Kraus

August 9, 1958
Rev. P. R. Bloedel
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REPCRT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

RESCLUTION #1

WHZRZAS the report of the 2.T.E., which was accepted by the Con-
ference in cocnventlion assembled at Peace Lutheran Church in Tinley
Park, Illinois, states that "it would be of great encouragement tc
cur proepective pastors of tomcrrow, 2s well as to cupr cwn pastors,
and 2 testimony tc all ths world which is cbserving cur practice
that we plainly state and 2ffirm cur stand upcn the true dectrine in
thes> matt.ors by a speeial rescluticn, sericusly urging one another
everywhere t- deo all that within us lieth, by genercus sacrifices of
Jey in the Lord, to support the ministry in the manner which He has
crdainecd" ...

BZ IT THEREFORE RESCLVED THAT:

Without rescrvaticn we sincerely affirm our stand on that Word of

Ged which pl2inly commands 2nd ordains the full financial support of
cur postors in the cffice of the ministry (1 Cor. 9:7-14) and that it
is nct a God-pleasing situaticon when congregations expect thelr pas-
tcre tc provide the major part of their living thrcugh secular work

cr for pastors to vclunteer themsclves for such werk cutside cf thelr
cffice. It is our positicn, cn the basis of Scripture, that the office
of the ministry (2 Tim, 2:15; 4:2; 1 Tim. 3, 1-7; 4, 12-16; 5, 17)

is indecd 2 full-time work and that it is not tc be despised as an
easy part-time arrangement., Also we affirm our stand cn that Wecrd of
God which solcmnly cbligates the members of a Christian congregaticn
tc "ccmmunicate" (that is: share with cr sacrifice, Gal.6:6-7) cof the
tempcral blessings which the Lord has bestowed upcn them toward the
financial suppcrt of the cffice cf the ministry and that they make
every effert tc sacrifice to the extent that thelr pastors enjcy the
same living ceonditicns with which the asverage ameng them ig blessed.
It 1s ocur Scriptural ccntention that cnly when these injuncticns cf
the Lecrd are upheld 2and fcellowed amcng us are we truly demcnstrating
cur sincere ccncern for retaining the pure teachihgs of God's Werd
and cur faith and locve in Christ Jesus, cur Lerd: (Gal.6:8).

RESCIUTION #2

WHEREAS Pe2ce Lutheran congregation of Tinley Park, Illincls, has
sc ccmpleteoly =nd genercusly provided for the hcolding cof cur ccenven-
ticn in their midst, 2nd

WHZREAS thie has required ccnsiderable sacrifice cn the part cf
this sm2ll c:ingregation with its 1limited facilities, and

WHEREAS we have received rich spiritual blessings through the
divinc services and the reccpticn cf thg Sacrament under the auspices
cf thig cocngregaticon, and

WHEREAS we have thoroughly enjoyed the wonderful hespitality, the
genercus meals, the painstaking labcors cof beth pastcr and individual
members of the congregaticn in cur bshalf, and alsc the edificaticn
and rich spiritu2l blsssings which we have received ...

THEREFORE BE IT RESCOLVED:

That the Osncerdia Luthoran Conference express its wholehearted
thanks and appreci-ticon tc this cengregation for all that it has dcne
tc make cur ciunventicn pcssible and tc make our visit here a mcest

Jeyful 2nd blcsced cxpericnce.
Respcctfully submitted, P.R.Blcedel, chalrman
H.D.Mensing
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MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENT ION 33
Concordia Lutheran Conference
Held at Psace Ev. Luth., Church
Tinley Park, I1l. Aug. 9-11, 1958

The eighth annual convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference
was held at Peace Ev. Luth. Church, Tinley Park, Ill., Aug. 9-11,1958.

The couvention proper began Saturday, August 9, at 9:30 a,m. with
a divine s:rvice in walch Vice-president E.C.Hallstein preached on
Eph.4:11-14. The host pastor, Rev. H,D.Mensing, served as 1iturgist.
The offering was received for the General Treasury cof the C.L.C.

After this ssrvice the first session was called to order at 11:15
a.m, by Pres. Mshlbarg. The agenda was presented and discussed. The
motion was carri:d to adopt the agenda with the addition on Saturday
2t 5 p.m. ¢f 2n initial report by thc Comm. on Registration and Excuscs.

The Crodentials Committce, Pastor Schaefer reporting, presented
its report which showcd that pastors and lay delegates were present
from the following membcr congrcegations: Peace, Tinley Park; Christ,
Milwaukce; Trinity, Sigourhsy-Muscatine, Iowa; and St. John's, Leba-
non, Oregon, The rollowing member congregation was represented by
pastor only: St. Paul's, Empire, Ore. Pastor and representativus were
presont from the following congregation in fellowship with the C.L.C.:
St. Stephen's, Wilmot, $.D. Thc following congregation in fellowship
with the C.L.C. was ropresented by postor onlyt Trinity, Clark, S.D.
The motion was carricd that thusc pastors and lay delegates of member
congregations be officially scated at this convention,

The President then read his annual report. The motion was carried
to accept this report with our wholchearted approval and thanks. The
moticn wa2g furtheor passed that the Vice-presidont be empowered to
appoint a coumittce on the President's report. The Rev. Paul Bloedel
and Mr. Victor 3loedsl were appointed.

The Prcsident cxtended a cordial welcome to all in attendance.

The noom recese followed,

SATURDAY AFTEZRNOCN SESSION - AUGUST 9, 1958

The Saturday aftornoon scsslon began with the singing of hymn 357,
a dcvotlon based on 1 Zor.1l by Pastor Natterer, and a praysr.

Pastor J.E.Shufelt Lhun read his essay on "The Inspiration ef
Scripturc." Discuscion followed. Thc motion was carrisd to accept this
eseay with our sinccre thanks.

A brief recess followed.

Pagtor Z.7.Hallsteln presented the report of the Committes on Mem-
bership. Two congrogations rogucsted membership in the Conference: St.
Stephon's Lutheran Shurch, Wilmot,-S.D. and the Lutheran Congregation
at Seattle, Wash. Since therc was nothing in their respective consti-
tutions zsontrary to tne Word of God and the Lutheran Confessions, upon
recommend=tion by the Committee the motion was unanimously passed to
recclive these two congregations into membership and to give their re-
presentatives present the st=nding of officizal delegates.

The Press Commn., then prcad a releasc prepared for the local news-
papers to the gonvention for approval. It was accecpted.

The e2lcction of officers now followed.

Upon recommcndation by the 3o0ard the motion was carried that the
Nominating Comm. select the candidates for the various Standing Comm-
itiees, but that the officers bs ncmineted and elected by ballot vote
only

The following were nominated for the office of PRESIDENT: H. D.
Mensing, E.CiFallsts >in, 0.%W.S¢hacfer, M.L.Natterer, and P.R.Bloedel.
The motion was carricd that on the first ballot the names of all who
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were nominatcd appear as the list of candidates. Elected as 34
President: H.D.Mensing.

During the clections iir. Elfred Bloedel began the reading of
the Treasurer's report, covering the fiscal year 1957-58.

The following were ncminated for VICE-PRESIDENT: E.L.Mehlberg,
w.L.Nattsror, J.E.Shufelt, and O.W.Schacfer. Elucted: IL.L.Mehlberg.

The followinz were nominated for SECRETARY: 0.W.Schacfer, M.L.
Xattorer, E.Y.H21lstein, and J.E.Shufelt. Elected: 0.W.Schaefer.

The motion was carried to =2cknowledge with thanks Mr. Julius
Schmitt's gift of 2 mimeograph for the use of the Sscretary of the
confer-nce 2s wcll 2¢ the former's donation of expenses in connection
with tho mimeographing of the Conference Proceedings.

Tho motion was carried to thank our Tressurcr for the finc work
which hs has done and to table the accuptance of his report untll we
have heard the roport of thoe Auditing Comm.

Mr. Philip Kraus then rcad the report of the Auditing Comm. It
found the rcocords to be correct and in good order. The motion was
carricd to adopt this rcport.

The motlon was passed to accopt the Treasurcr's report.

The motlion was passced to authorize and carry out the suggestion
of the trc2suprsr of providing 2 triplicate form for the remitting
treseur-re of our congregations =2nd also a form for billing the Con-
ference troaguror.

The fcllowing were nominated for TRUASURER: E.Bloedel, R.Steinke,
2and V.2Blecdel. Zloeoted: E.Bloedcl.

The Jomm. on Reglstration, Pastor Shufelt reporting, gave 1its
initial roport, which showed that 7 pastors, 9 lzy dclegates, and 23
visitors werc in attendance. This preliminary report was aocepted.

Adjournment 2t 5:40 p.m. The supper hour followed.

SUNDAY MORNING - AUGUST 10, 1958

The convention communion ssrvice was held Sunday morning, Aug.lO.
Pastor 0."7.Schaefer, Wilmot, S.D, prexched the sermon on Lukc 19, 41-
48, pointing out the lmportant lcssons which the weeping Savior
teaches us. The host pastor served =ss liturgist. The offering received
2t thie scrvice wae rivided as follows: § for the local congregation
and & for thc Seminary Fund of the Z“onfeorence.

SUNDAY AFTZRNOON SES<ICN - AUGUST 10, 1958

The Sundav aftcrnoon session began with the singing of hymn 228
and a devotlon brs¢d on Rom. 8, 15-17 by Pastor Shufelt.

The minutoes of the Saturday sescslons were read and adopted.

Th: motion was paseed thet the Roard Member-at-large be elected
as the orfficers weire, namely, 2fter a nominating ballot.

The following w-re nomin=ted for BOARD MEMBER-AT-LARGE : Royal De
Lair, Robert Stoinke Sr., Robert Steinke Jr., Henry Reil, Ernest
St-inkc, Victor 2loedesl, Juliue Schmitt, and Martin Luedtke. With no
majority on the first two ballots, 2 third ballot was necessary.
Elected: Royal De Lair.

Pastor Nattercr began thc reading of his essay on "The Place of
the Christi=n Yoman in the Church and Home."

The Nom. Comm. pres nted two slates for COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS:

Rev, &. Mcehlberg Rev. E.C,Hallsteln
Victor Bloedsl Julius Schmitt
Royal D¢ Lair Alvin Greinecr

The motion was carried to add as a third slate the present mem-
bers of the Comm, on Miscione: Rev. Natterer, Henry Fischer, and W.
Kofold. Elected: Pastor Hallstein, Julius Schmitt, and Alvin Greiner.
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Two slates of candidates were proposed for the 35
COMMITTER ON THZCL. EDUCATION:
Rev. H.D.Mensing Rev., M. Natterer
Rev. J.E,Shufelt Rev. P. Bloedel
Lloyd Martin Theodore Fischer
E1lfred Bloedel Don Hobbs

The motion was carricd that the first slate be revised and tbe.
name of Rev, Mensing be removed since he, 2s President, is ex officio
a mrmber of 2all committees.

The following comprisced the new glate: Rev. Shufelt, Rev.Schaefer,
Lloyd Martin, and Elfred Bloedel. Elected: Pastors Shufelt and Schaec-
fer, and Messprs. Martin and E.3loedel.

The following were nominated for the position of LAYMAN on the
gommittee on Lutheran Union: Victor Bloedel, Henry Rell, Robert
Steinke Jr., 3nd Ernest Steinke. With no majority on the first ballot,
a gsecond ballot was nccessary. Elected: Victor Bloedel.

A brief rccess [ollowed.

Pastor Nattercr continued the reading of his essay.

The fcllowing slates were prescnted for the EDITORIAL COMMITTEE:

Rev., P.Blocdel Rev. E. Hallstein
Rev. M. Natterer Rev. 0. Schaefer
August Luft Alvin Grelner

Elected: Pastors Bloedel and Natterer and August Luft.

The moticn was carried that the essayist supplement his essay
with a paragraph on "women working in and out of the home" and submit
it to this convention.

The motion was carried to hear the report of the Comm., on Theol.
Education =t 6:30 p.m.

The suppcr hour followed.

SUNDAY EVENING 3ESSION - AUGUST 10, 1958

This session began 2t 6:30 p.m. with the report of the Comm. on
Theol, Education read by Pastor Mensing, chairman. This report pointed
out the great nced for previding adequate Seminary training and also
for affirming our stand on the Scriptural principles concerning the
gupport of the ministry. The motion was carried to accept this report
with thanks to the Jommittes fcr the diligent work it has done. The
motion was carried that the Resolutions Committec draw up a resolution
setting forth the correct Scriptural principles regarding the support
of the ministry. The motion was unanimously passed that we resolve as

our goal the esstablishment of a2 Seminary with a fulltime professor-
ship. A1l lay delegates had expressed themselves in favor of this,

The motlon was carrie¢d to discuss the Budget 1tem for Scminary
Fund at this poeint. Mr. Roval De Lair, 2 member of Peace Lutheran
Church, then resd to the delegates a detailed preliminary offer from
his congregation of 2 suitable picce of land for the Seminary, namely,
about 3 5/8 acres of its ocn property. The motion was carried that we
who heard this preliminary offer express our deep appreciation to
Peace Luthceran Church for that offer and 211 the work which its pre-
paration c¢nt2iled. The motion was carricd that we go on record as
beling favcrably disposed to this report and authorize the Comm. on
Theol. Zducation to negotiate with Peace Lutheran Church and to pre-
serit thoe [findings of such negetiation to the Board of Directors and
throush the 20z=rd by means of 2 pogsible referendum tc the member
congregations.

The moctlon was carried that the C,T.E. consider the letter of an
applicant for ministerial study and bring a rccommendation to this
conventicn. The motion was carricd that the former C.T.72. and the
newly-clectcd £.T.E. meet to consider this applicsation.

sdjournmant at 10:40 p.m.
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MONDAY MORNING SESSION - AUGUST 11, 1958 26

The Monday morning session began with the singing of hymn 500,
a devoticn based on Rev. 3 by Pastor E. Hallstein,and a prayer.

The minutcs of the Sunday sessions werc read and adopted.

Ths announcement was made that the combined Committees om Theol.
Zducation mecet during the rccess and during the noon hour, 1f necess-
ary, to discuss the lotter of the applicant for ministerial study.

The motion was carried that all officers and all committees
elected 2t the convention take office after the close of the conven-
tion, but that the newlv-clected President take the chair, 1f feasible,
on the lact half day of the convention.

Th2 motion w2e carricd that Mr., M. Luedtke and Mr, H. Ehlers
constituts the Budget Committec and present their report to this con-
vgntion.

Postor 5. C. Hallstein then presented the report of the Comm, on
Lutheran "nion. It stated that during the past year no mectings were
held with incdividuals or groups outside of our fellowship. One pastor
in northeastcrn ebraska whe left the Missouri Synod in 1957 secems toO
be int r-osted in establishing fellowship with us. The Committee also
ask~d for rcaction from the brethren on "An Invitation," sent to all
cur pastors in Mav, 1958. The motion was carried to accept this report
with thanks.

The chairman read a report, taken from the Milwaukee Journal,
concerning the Syn. Confercnce meeting in Cleveland, Ohio. This report
gave evidence of the continued leavening in the Wisccnsin Synod.

The status of the Norwegian Synod (now the Ev. Lutheran Synod)
remaing the same ~ a suspension of relations with the Missouri Syncd.
The official report concerning its latest convention in June was read
from the Lutheran Sentinel (July 24, 1958).

Discussion now centered on "An Invitation," approved by the Board
in April, 1958, =2nd sent to all congregations in May for study and
approval, Four ccngregations had studied it and gavse thelr approval:
Chriet,Milwaukee; St. Paul's, Empire, Ore.; Trinity, Clark, S.,D. and
St. Stephen's, Wilmot, S.D. Three ccngregations had not as yet acted
upon it: Peace, Tinley Park; St.John's, Lebanon, Ore.; and Trinity,
Sigournsy-Muscatine, Iowa,

The motion was passed that those congregations which have not as
yet considercd "An Invitation" study it and report to the Fresident
within 2 month or two, and if it is approved by all member congrega-
tions, that anncuncement be made to that effect in the Concordia
Lutheran and "An Invitation" be published in that issue.

4 brief report was also given on thcse pasters and lay people
who in rgcent monthe have left the Wis. Synod for doctrinal rcasons.
This group at prosent publishes its own periodical, the Lutheran
Spokesm=an.

Rizegs followed.

Pastor Nattecrcr gave the report of.the Comm. on Missions. In
conncction with thie Pastor Shufelt pressnted an intesrest report on
the wcrk in his perish, Discussicn followed on mission work in general
as it 2affects the church and individual Christians. The motion was
passed to adept the report of the Comm. on Missions.

The nocn hour followed.

MONDAY AFTERNOCN SESSION - AUGUST 11, 1958
The Monday aftcrnoon scssiom began with the singing of hymn 458
and A devetion based on Luke 8, 1-8 by Pastor Paul Bloedel.

_The nowly-clected President, Pastor Mensing, now tock the chair.
In his preliminary remarks he exprcssed his inadequacy for this office,

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1958 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

but also his trust and confidence in the Lord to help him 37
perform his duties. He requested all to remember the work of
the Conference and his labors 28 President in their daily prayers.

Pastor Bloedel presented the report of the Editorial Committes,
encour=zging the brethren to submit more articles, also news items of
intercst frem tho congregztions. The motion was carried that the essay
by Pastor N=atterer be printcd in installments in the C.L. Pastor
Bloedel 21sc re=ad the report cf the Business Manager, Mr. Aug. Luft.
It showed th~t 2e of July 1, 1958, there are 144 subscribers tc the
C.L. The motion was passed tc adopt the repcrts of the Editorial
fomm. 2and ¢f the Businese Manager. The mction was carricd that the
Tditor secure suci religlous publizations which he deems necessary
to have and that the President of our Conference alsc receive sub-
gcripticns to these publications,

The mction was carried that the Board of Directors be instructed
te work toward the carrying out especially of the 6th objective of
the Confsorence, namely, "The publication and distribution of orthodox
religicus T©books, periodicals, 2nd other literature for the promoticn
of the true faith,"

The Press Ccomm., then gave its report, Pastor Schaefer reporting.
The moticn was carried to =zdopt it.

The motion was carried that the Vice-president and the Secretary
constitute our regular Press Zommittee.

The Comm. on Theol, Educaticn gave ite report concerning the
application of Mr, Amil Ulrich of Minneapolig for ccntinuing his
ministorial studics. The Counn. proposcd to prepare an achlevement
test to determine more clearly his standing; to offer him courses in
Dogmatics III, Symbolics, Homiletics, Greck Exegosis, Hermeneutics,
and Church History; and tc take under advigement who shall taach
theee courses. The motion was passed to adopt this report.

Pastor Nattcrer offered his additional paragraph on the "working
mother" for the a2pproval of thc convention. The motion was passed to
adecpt it and incorporate it into his essay. The motion was passed to
adcpt the entire cssay with thanks,

The motion was passed that the sum of $30.01, left over after
registration fec expenses had been paid, be used to help the Equaliza-
tion Fungé 2ccording tc the sugeestion of the treasurer.

Upon recommendation by the Board the mction was passed that for
the equalization of convention expens=s8 the schedule used for the
Board wmecting expenses be fcllewed, with the additicn of the item of
lecdging exponse, nomely, actual bus or trzin fare; 3¢ per mile for a
delegatc travoling alone by car; and 2¢ per mile for cach delegate
traveling in one car; =2nd that a freewill offering for the ensualiza-
tion of expenses bs remitted from each congregation tc the Conference
treasurer within ONE month.

Recegas followed.

Mp. M, Luedtke presented the report of the Budget Committee. After
considerable discussion the following budget was unanimously adopted:

Missions + « « « . . . » . $3,000
C.L.printing, meiling . . 1,125
S¢ninary Fund . . . . . . 6,050
Traveling expenses . . .+ . 250
Proceedings . . . . . . . 30
Miscellzneocus 4+ . . . . . 100
Contingencicss . o . . . 300

%10, 855

This budget includes the sum of 31,200 as subsidy granted to the
Sigournsy-Musc=tine, Iowa mission.
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The motion was carricd that this year's Nominating Comm. 38
(Rev. Natterer and “alter Fischer) again serve for the next con-
vention.

The matter of an Essay Committee was discussed. The moticn was
carricd th-t this cecmmittes consist of the President, the Vice-pres-
ident, =nd Scard member-st-large, that 1t assizn c¢ssays as soon as
pcssible, ~nd th=t suggestions for essays be submitted tc them.

Th? motion was carried th2t the Comm., on Missions bring a
guggeation as tc a sslary scalc fcr our missionAaries tc the Board
mecting in {~11,

The nction was passed that next year's convention be held during
the latter part of Junc, the pl=ce tc be destcormincé later on.

The wctlon w2g passed thnt Hr. Julius Schmitt mimecgraph the
Preeceedings of this convention.

The motion was pasced tc thank those whc prepared material for
the rfrocesdings, f<r copies of the Constituticn and Agenda for this
conventicn, anéd for financial rcports.

The Comm. on Resclutions, Pastor Bloedel reporting, presented
two resolutions:

1) The ccnventicn unanimcusly passed a rcsclution setting
forth the correct Scriptural principles concecrning the
support of the ministry. The mction wag carried aleo t0
print thie resocluticn in the August, 1958, issue of the C.L.

2) The convention passcd a resclution exprcssing its whcle-
he~rtcd thanks =nd appreciation to Peace Luthcran Church
fer a1l that it has done tc make our ccnvention possible
and tc make our vielt herc a most joyful and blessed ex-
pericncc.

A third rescluticn offered frem the floor was also adopted, namely,
that the convintion thsnk 211 the officers and Zommittee members who
gerved the Zonfersnce during the past year.

Paector Blocdel g~wve the repcrt of the ZJomm. on the President's
annual report. It found evorything to be accurate and edifying zand
expressced thanke tc Pastor Mehlberg for his sincere and peinstaking
labors, undger Ged's zrace, in behalf of our Conference. The report
cf this comnittec was adopted,

The

Tinal rcoert of the Ceomo. on Registration showed 7 pasters,

10 12y delegates, and 41 visitors in attsndance, It was accepted.

The Somm. on Excuses reccmmendcd that Mr, Roy2l De Lair be ex-
cused part-time for valid reasons., The ccnventicn ccncurred.

The motion as p=sgsed that in the Proceedings cnly the names of
the deleg2tes be printed and the to5tRl number cf visitors be given,

Ths minutes of the Mcnday seseions were read and adcpted.

With all business items 2attended tc, the 1958 cchventicn came tc
2 clese with the singing of hymn 50 and a prayer by Pres. Mensing,

Adjcurnment follcwed 2t 5:54 p.m.

~
fa)

Respectfully submitted,

0. W. Schaefer, Secretary

SOLI DEO GLORIA!
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