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•
SERMON DELIVERED AT THE SUNDAY SERVICE

by Rav. O.Y.Sohaefer
Wilmot, S. Dak.

on
Luke 19, 41-48

Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference
Tin~ey Park, Ill. Aug. 9-11, 1958

2

In Christ, our only Savior, dear friends:

It is a well-known fact that we give evidence to our feelings
and emotions in various ways, e.g. by means of a word, or an action,
and not the least unusual sign of inner feelings is the shedding of
tears. How often don't we find tears moistening our eyes in moments
of great' joy" and how often don't our hearts unburden themselves by
weeping in times of sorrow? Thus David was stirred to tea~s when his
son Absalom became a traitor and sought to steal his throne; thus the
children of JUdah wept when they returned from captivity and re-estab­
l1shed themselves in Jerusalemj thus Mary wept as she stood at the
foot of the cross upon which her Son, our LOrd, was writhing in agony
of body and soul. In our text today another impressive sight of this
nature greets our eyes as the solemn picture of the weeping Savior
unfolds before us. We love to think of Him aa the glorious Son of God,
the all-victorious Savior of mankind, and so here when we behold Him
in tears, we are deeply toucbed and begin to ask: why does the LOrd
weep? What would cause Him to pour forth bitter tears? Friends, these
are tears caused by the rebellion and disobedience of mankind, by the
rejection of His love and mercy. They are tears which preach a power­
ful sermon, and he who ignores them and remains untouched ia indeed
ha.rd Of heart and has turned his back on true grace and peace. The
adcount in our text is, as Luther calle it, "a dreadful Gospel which
we should never fOrget." The words of today' s Gospel are a, warning
both for the ungodly and also for us, the members of His fiock, who
daily need instruction for and strengthening of our faith. Sinoe the
times in which we live are evil and since the end of all things is at
hand, let us under God's guidance ponder the theme:

THE WEEPING SAVIOR TEACHES US SOME IMPORTANT LESSONS!

1. That we dare not beoome proud and indifferent to the time of
grace.

2. That the sole business of the Church is the salvation of mankind.
3. That eternal life is assured by attention to and acceptance of

the true Word of God.
I.

..
The time of our text is Palm Sunday. The Lord had eome to Jeru-

salem for the last time to fulfil Old Testament prophecies concerning
His suffering and death. A multitude had gathered along the way,
strewed clothin~ and branohes on the streets, and shouted, Hosanna to
the Son of David: It was a day of great festiVity for the people. How­
ever, as Jesus looks across the valley of the brook Kidron and sees
bef~re Him the great city with its walls and massive gates, the temple
and other bUildings, He gives vent to Hia feelings and weeps over the
city, as He utters the stern words: "If thou hadstknown., even thou,
at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto' thy peace! But
now they are hid from thine eyes!1I

At first glance these words seem strange to our ears, for Jeru-

'I
'j
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3
salem was a great center. Here David planted the tab8~n2o]G an~ J.aid
~'Jlans for the temple whic~l his son built and which N8"18:~Li~,,:1 relj'J.~ 1 t <

·-1re prophets like Isaian, JoaJ$ Amos, and Micah sought t~ rR0~~~8

the true w~r8~ip of God among the people. Here Jesus Him3Gl~ ~aught

-Cor three yc.-l8.rs in His public ministry. Indeed, this city tlxperit.,nced
cqny visitations of the graoe of God. She had been ohosen as His
'1wlling plaoe and was called Ilthe city of the great KING." 'I'here

never was a oitv like this one.

Despite all the love and mercy showered upon her there was spir­
itual ignorance in the hearts of her people. Hence Jesus says, If thou
hadst known: This meant: you didn't know, but you could have! To the
;eople religion had become a more ritual, a tradition handed down
from the fathers, a means of idontifying themselves with the Cho$en
People, a matter of personal pride rather than something which belonged
to the etornal peace Of their souls! \'lhen God sent His prophets to
teach and warn them, many of them were killed. And when the Lord Him­
Belf a~pear8d in human form and pointed to Himself as the only Savior
of all men, the genersl roaotion was one of stubborn refusal, one of
hope for an earthly deliverer from Roman bondage. So the Lord was de­
epised of men and rejeoted. The scourge of God was bound to fallon
suoh a nqtion. Is it any wonder that the Lord wept because they did
not heed His oall to repentance, but remained spiritually blind and
dead? Did He not have to declaro: How often would I have gathered thy
children together •.• and ye would not? A reading of the books of
Kings and Chronicles reVeals how often the Lord permitted enemies to
vex Hi~ people and bring them to their senses. For a time there was
some improvement, but then the people lapsed into the sin of rebellion.
80 despite the fact that on this first Palm Sunday there seems to be
a change of heart shown in the joyous acclaim given our LOrd; yet He
is not deoeived, for He searcheth the hearts of men, saw ahead to Good
Friday, and could already hear the jeers and mocking taunts, ending in:
~rucify Him! Thus Jerusalem would repay Him for all His acts of love,
qnd this sad faot moved Him to shed bitter tears.

At the same time He knew what doom awaited this city and its in­
~abitants in the future. Looking ahead to that drealful day of de­
atruction, Jesus describes the terrible events to oome: the enemy de­
2cending like hawks upon the city, digging trenches and setting up
~alls, surrounding and enclosing with no possible escape. The buildings
will be leveled, and no stone loft upon another. 40 years later it all
happened just as predicted. The Ramona besieged the oity, a famine set
in, a millicn were killed, many were soattered, and others were taken
captive. All this was but a proof of the justice of Gad and the truth
of His Word. The tears of Jesus are a powerful indictment of a city
and a people that had become sinfully proud and indifferent to the
time of gr8ce. To them Hesea 5 applied: IlThey seek the Lord, but shall
not find Him. He h3th 1,ri thdra1r!n ramself from them!"

As the Lord looks at the world today, must He not weep over the
thOusands, yes, millions who also negleot His grace, in whom sinful
pride holds sway, who are totally indifferent to that whioh belongs to
their eternal wellbeing and pa9ce ~ith GOd? Must He not deolare: Ye
would not! Thou hast destroyed thysLlf, but in Me is thine hulp! 0 the
tears of Jesus are tears of love and earnest intercession that men
might yet repont and believe! For the doom of suoh is so horrible
that tho Bible uses terms such 8S ll gnas hing of teeth" and "a worm
that never dics ll to describo tho terrors of rwll. 0 indeed, now is
tho aooepted time of graco!
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4
And what of us who are in the Church of Christ? Has our text

no meaning for us? If we think of our religion 3S a bundle of old
timo practices and rituals, an antique from the ancient past, then
tho Lord must say of us e.s of tho church at Laodicea: "Thou art
wrdtchcd "md miser9.blo and poor:" Rev. 3,17. And of the churcl1 at
Sqrdis: "I knO\oT thy 'oTorks •.• thou 3rt de8d~" Rev. 3, 1. The attitude
of pride is 9. grave danger to the church. As God's people we must be
on our guard lest '-Ie neglect His 'tJ'ord anqSacrament, continue in this
or thgt sin, and remain indifferent to our tasks and rosponsibilities.
l'ot hing grieve s t he Lord more than to se e ""orld ly intc re s ts taking
first place in our lives. a let it never be said of us th~t wo do not
~ppr8ci~to God's grace and th~ f8ct that we have th8 pure Word in our
~idst and ~re surrounded by evidences of His love and mercy. Do not
trifle with the mercy of God and the dAy of grace: Remember the warn­
ing of our text and the doom pronounced on Jerusalem! With His help
mqy we strive for those things which belong to our poace, pesce with
God throu~h Christ JGSUS~ Then the Savior will rejoice over us and
continue to shed His blessings upon us.

II.

But Jesus also teaches us in this Gospel that the sale business
of the ,jhurch is the ss.lvation of souls. In verses 45 and 46 we are
told that thd Lord went into tho temple and cast out such as sold and
bought. In stern language H0 told them what purpose His house shall
always servo, namely, a place of prayer and solemn worship to His
honor and glory. It seemed th~t the priests promoted the s31e of
~nim31s for s9crifice and had money ch3ngers on hand. Those living
at a grest distlnc8 could not bring 910nb wh~t they needed for offer­
ings, and it was convenient to find animqls for sale. However, the
priests were not simply promoting worship by their sales T but enjoyed
the greqt profit involved, snd so they soon caren more for the money
than for God and His temple. This than brou~ht forth the severe cen­
sure of the Lora, since the pGoplo considered this sinful practice
proper 3nd Godplo8sing.

HeLein lies the lesson that the sole business of the Church
is the salv~tion of mankind. Nowhere does the Bible urge the Church
to be 3nything but a house of prayer and a haven of refuge to weary,
sin-sick souls. S8d to sPy, many churches have become over occupied
with externals, with sales and suppers of all types, with money
r~.i8ing schemes too numerous to mention --- all supposedly c}rried on
in the name of Jesus and for the good of His kirgdom! Must not such
conditions cause the Lord to weep? Can we expect anything els8 but
tosrs from Him when He observGs how mFmy churches h3v8 become VRst
831esrooms inste~d of dispensers of tho saving knowledge of Christ?
God forbid that we ever resort to these sinful measures for the support
and upkeep of the work of the Church: JG"sus 82,YS, "IJIako not l"ly F1ther's
bouse an house of m8rch':mdis8~11 John 2, 16. May our places of Worship
never become dens of thieves, but romain storehouses of spiritual
food to keep souls nourished and roady for heaven; Where the world and
the flesh have made inroads into the church, there the people should
repent and be filled with the Spirit wnich alone can defeat the powers
of Gvil. Slse the Lord will WG,:p and send His dre3dful punishmants on
such as caused His bitter teqrs.

III.

Finally, we learn from our text that diligent attention to and
gcceptance of the true ~ord of God Rlone assures us of eternal life.
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5
Although there was much unbelief in Jerusalem, the Lord found such as
clung to His every word, desiring to learn more of His precious
message. They were attentive to hear Him and accepted the truth
~8 brought to them. Soon a thriving church was located in the city,
with th8 result that the leaders of the people became aroused and plot­
ted the destruction of the Lord as soon as possible. But God pro­
tected His Church then as He does now, and the seed of the Word still
bears fruit today.

Friends, in this mataria1istic age we can become too concerned
~ith earthly things and overlook that the Word is all important in
our lives. Let us remember thet He alone can save us and we must cling
to and uphold His truth in faith. May His tears in our text serve to
keep us ~ humble people, appreciative of the time of grace and the
blessings of God, dedicated to tho task of s3.ving souls, and resolved
to heed the '1'1ord and 8 pread it to Hi s glory and the He 1fa re of immor­
tal soulsJ God koop us such a church and such a people unto our end,
for Josus' sakal

Amen.
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13
THE PLACE OF THE CHRISTIAN ''1OMAN IN THE CHURCH AND HOME

Essay presented by Rev. M. Natterer

to the Convention, Aug.10, 1958

Women have always been considered inferior to men by the heathen­
ish religions. The early Babylonians required every wo~an to submit
to their idol, Iahtar, for immoral purposes. And among the early
1reeks and Romans women were practically placed in the same class
with the slaves. The Hindus do not allow women to read the Vedas, the
sacred writings of the =Iindus, nor are they permitted to eat at the
23me table with their husbands. The Mohammedans have always restricted
the education of the ~omen, and it has been only in recent years that
these restrictions have been somewhat lessened. In a similar manner
the Buddhists teach that a wise man should avoid married life as if
it were a pit of burning coals. It also teaches that there are eight­
een special hells for its Buddhist women. Confucianism considers
women a necessary evil and, at one time, even allowed the mothers to
kill their baby girls. vfuile the heathenish religions degrade the
women, it is the Christian religion which gives the women their
rightful place in the Church and in the world. In this present essay
we shall devote some time to a study of -

THE PLACE OF THE CHRISTIAN 1!TOHAN IN- THE CHURCH AND HOIV::E

I.

The bleasings of Christ's glorious work of redemption extend over
women as well as men. Even as all men and women la u under the curse
of the law, "for all have sinned and come short of~ the glory of God ll

(Rom.3:23), so also God has freely forgiven the sins of all men and
vwmen through the rdemP:tion that is in Christ Jesus. lIGod was in
Chr1st, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their tres­
passes unto t!1em." (2 Oor.5:19) As far as salvation is concerned,
there is no difference in the sight of God between the male and the
female. Christian women, as well as Christian men, enjoy as their
very own possessions, the forgiveness of all their sins, peace of
heart and conscience, the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit, and the
hepe of an everlasting life with Jesus their Savior. For thus writes
the Holy Spiri t by the pen of the Apost Ie Paul, I'For ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as hav~

been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
fema le: fo r ye a re all one in '::;hris t Jesus." (Gal. 3,26-28) And the
Apostle Peter speaks of Christian husbands and wives as "bein~ heirs
together of the grace of life. II (1 Pet. 3,7) "

While the Scriptures very plainly teach that men and women are
equals as far as their salvation is concerned, nevertheless, they, at
the same time, teach that women must respect a relationship which God
Himself has established, namely, that the women are not to exercise
dominion over the ilien. Let us look at the passages in Holy Writ which
speak of this relationship. "Let ycur women keep silence in the
churches: for it is not permitced unto them to speak; but they are
commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they
will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is
a shame for ;,·romen to speak in the church." (1 Cor.14,34-35) "Let the
woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman
to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silenae."
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(1 Tim. 2:11-12) From these passages it is clearly evident ~hat 14
women must be excluded from the Office of the Public Mjn~Gtry,

not because they are inferior in knowledge and underst~~djng

(whict they are not), but because of the relationship which God Him­
':31f bas established. Accordinp~ to thes€ passao;es women must also be
t:Jxc:luded from participating in~the ruling of the confSregation. There-
fore, it is on the basis of Scripture that our congragations permit

only thG men of the congregationt;O speak and to vote in congrs(;ation­
3.1 meetin~s ano in the conventions of our Conference.

There are, of course, ma.ny liJho object to this relationship which
Goo has establisheo. Some maintain that Paul's words ara no longer
binding upon us, because tiQes have changed. They say that Paul was
merely t3.kitlfT intc consideration the social conditions 1J'Jt1ich prevailed
at that time. While there is no Scriptural proof to justify such ob­
jactions, we"find such opinions are widespread and that they have
even infested the majority of churches. It is a common thing to find
husband and wife as the pastors, especiallv in the Pentocostal churches.
Some timeagothe JI-Iethodist Church granted~ full clerical rights to
\'Tomen. The.v ffi2y nOVT apply as candidates for the "traveling ministry"
in that denomination, "Thieh means th'3.t they may become full "journey­
men'! preachers. Prior to this deoision of the Methodist Church women
have been limited to the role of lay supply pastor. Right in line with
this, the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. in its general assembly
has finally voted its approval to ordain ~omGn as ministers. There
8re even so-called Lutheran Churches "'Thieh reveal their utter disre­
gard for this portion of the i:Tord of God by allo'wing their womGn to
take part in ruliDg the congre~ation.

,,'lhile the \iTord of God forbi ds ),'lOman to teach in tlle publi,e
assemblies of the congregation, by no means does it thereby excuse
women from serving the Lord in His Church.On the contrary, when the
Apostle Peter states, "Ye are a chosen generation, c.. royal priesthood,
3n holy nation, a peculiar people; tllat yo should show forth the
prsises of Him who hath called you out of darknoss into His marvelous
light," (1 Pet.2,9) 1"romen are also in~luded. Not only are they to be
oonscientious in studying the Scriptures at homE:, but they should also
take an active intsrest in thei~ Church, using the talonts which God

has entrustod to them in His service. And let no Christian declare:
lIThere is notl1ing I can dO. 11 i'lh<>t "'bout calline: upon the unchurched
and inViting them to the Church services? What about lending a helping
hand to tho sick in the congregation? What about visiting some of the
old people who so often fsel 28 if thsy havo been forgotten? What

qbout 8ssisting in cleaning the Church so that the job does not al­
ways fall upon the pRstor's wife or q few other faithful 18di8S? And
what about tG3chin~ th0 little oncs in the Sunday School or in the
Christian Day School? Yes, there is ample opportunity for Christian
1flOlTIen to serve their S~1Vior and ~"U8 ~';hurch.

ThG sorvices which Chrieti"1n women h!'1ve given in tho Church are
frequently mentioned in the Bible. In c~~pter 16 of Romans the ApoRtle
P,3Ul montions 8 numb!)r of Christien women ",rho WGre ",rorkim.:: for th,air
Ssvjor. In thG beginning of the chapter Prwl i.'<1rites, "I cOI:mend unto
you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church whioh is at
Cenchrca: that ye receive her in thG Lod, as becometh sqints, and that

ye assist hGr in 11'/hs,tsoovor business she hath nead of you: for she
h~th been a succourer of many, and of myself also. Greet Priscilla and
Aquila my helpers in Christ Josus: who h~v6 for my life lsid down
their own necks: unto whom not only I Eive thanks, but also all the
ohurchos of the Gentilus. n (1-4) Greetings to Shristian woman are ex­
tended by the Apostle throuEhout tho chept0r. It was this Priscilla
gnd her husband who took the ?ifted Apollos aside and expounded unto
him the way of God more parfectly. (Acts 18:26) Turning to the 16th
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chapter of Acts 1(.Te are told concerning Lydia , "13. seller of 15
purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshiped God, heard us:
"hose hO'3rt the Lord opened , th'3t she 3ttended unto the things which
'Gre spoken of Paul. And when she was beptized, and her household,
00 besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithf~l to th~

·,"ord, come into my house, !=lnd abide thero. And she constraln8d us.
(1}+,15) And 1'Th8.t nbout Dorcas? The Scriptures tell us that llthis
,iClllsn we,s full of good v'lorks and almsdeeds which she did." And when
the Apostle Peter was led to the upper chamber to the dead woman,
"'11 the vvidows stood by him weeping, and showing the C09ts and gar­
inonts "Thich Dorce.s made~ 1'Thile she WAS 1!vith thorn." (Acts 9, 36-39).
We also note how Christian women served the Savior during His sojourn
hc're in the flesh. The Eve.ngelist Luke says. "And certRim womon , which
hqd bc:n healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene,
out of whom went seven de;ils, and Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's
steward, and Susann:1.. and ffiElny at he rs , 1.1h i ah ministe re d unt a Him of
their SUbstance." (8, 2-3) And, of course, there is the well-known
example of Mary and Martha in whose home the Savior was often a
gUGst. (Luk0 10, 38-42) It was this Mary of Bethany who showed her
love for Jesus by anointing His head and feet with a round of costly
spiken8rd. Jesus was so well plee.sed with her serVice of love that He
declared, "Verily I suy unto you, ,.rheresoeVer this gospel shall be
preached throughout the wholo world, this also that s~e hath done shall
be spoken of for '1. memori'31 bf her." (M5;rk 14:3-9) From the Gospels
we 80G that women wore the last persons at the Savior's crucifixion
(Matt.27: 55-56) and the first to welcome Him on Easter morning (Matt.
28:1-10). And finally, it was a woman, a poor widow, who C9st into the
tra~sury all the living that sha had. (Luke 21:1-4)

While there are many other notable examples of believing women
ministering unto tho Lord, we shall let the above examples suffice to
substantiate tho truth th8.t th3re is much work "Thich can be done by
Christian women in the Lord's kingdom. Let us now turn our attention
to the sacond part of our essay.

II.

We shall, first of all, considor the placo of the Christian woman
in the home as ~ wifo. The creation of the woman and her r~lationship

to man roes all tho way back to the Garden of Eden. After God had
formsd man out of the dust of tho ground, and br8~thed into his nostrils
the bre'J.th of life; and man becamo a livin", soul, HGod s9.id, It is not
good that tho man should be alone; I will ~akG him an help meot for
him ..• And the Lord God caused a doep sleep to fall upon Adam, and ho
slept: and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flosh instead
thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made He
a woman, and brought hoI" umto the man. And Adam s3id, This is now bone
of my bones, and flosh of my flosh: she shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of ~an. Thorefore shall a man leave his father and
his mother, and shsll cleqVG unto his wife: and they shall ba one
flosh. It (Gon. 2) The Chr is t i qn wife is t a 'be a comp3nion and halpe I" to
hoI" husbqnd. In this connection Dr. Zorn writes, "And here God does
not moan a help such 8S an office boy is , but one that gives her
he?crt cmd hoI" h,.md to her husbF'nd." (Questions on '::lhristi'ln Topi~s,

p.159,160) The wifo is to relieve her husband's lonLlinass by intelli­
gent compqnioTIship, by encourQging him in his choson occupation , and
by comforting him in his sorrows. Of courso, only whore tho wife is of
Jns heart and mind in all spiritual matters with her husband can she
join with him in his worship of God.

Tho sexual relationsh~p whioh the wife is to ronder the husband
is spoken of in such passages as Gen. 2,24: "They ShR 11 be one flesh. 11

And again in l~or. 7, "Lc=:t the husb8nd render unto the wife due
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benevolence: and likewise also the ~lte unto the husband. The 16
wife hath not power of her own body; but the husband: and like-
wise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the
1Mife. DefrRud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a
Gime, that ye may give yourselves to f8sting and prayer; and come to­
gether again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.1t (3~5)

At the same time, such physical relationship will also help keep the
wifa, qnd not only the husbqnd, from gross immorality. For note the
words of the Apostle immediately preceding the words which I have
quote d from :;0 rinthiRns, "To cwoi d forni cat i on, let eve ry man have hie
ol,vn wife, ·and let every ",'oman hElve her 01!ffi husband." (v.2)

Th,:;: wife is also to be subject untoher own husband. This the
Bible te3.ches very clearly. In Colossians we are told, "Wives, submit
yourselves unto your ovm husb8onds, AS it is fit in the Lord. 1I (3:18)
And in Ephesians, "1Vives, submit yourselvos unto your 01,,!D husbands, as
unto the Lord. For the husband in the heRd of the wife, even as Christ
is the head of the church: and He is the saviour of the body. There­
fore 80S the church is subject unto Chr18t, so let the wives be to
their own husbands in every thing. II (5:22-24) That is GOd's order sf
creAtion. IIFor Ad8.m was first formed, then Eve. IT (1 Tim. 2:13) "Neith­
er was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man."
(1 Cor.ll:9) This order of Croation remained in effect even after
mRn had f9.11en into sin. For the Lord said to Eve, IIThy desire shall
be to thy husboo\nd, and he sh9.11 rule over thee. 1t (Gen.3:16) The,t this
order of Creation is still binding is also evident from such passages
as Col. 3:18 and Eph. 5:22-24 which have already been quoted. Doctor
Stoeckhardt in his Commentary on Ephesians very aptly points out that
even as Christ leads and rules His Church, so also in holy wedlock

the husband governs and has the chief responsibility. Therefore it is
the duty of the wife to submit to her husband. In view of these pass­
ages, no Christian pastor dare eliminate the word "obey" from the
marriage ceremony.

This command is also binding upon the Christian wife whose hus­
band is a rank unbeliever. She should cheerfully walk in the ways of
the Lord and pray earnestly for har husband's conversion. In First
Corinthians the Apostle Paul refers to this very thing saying, "And
the woman which hath an husb3nd thst believeth not, and if he be
pleased to dwell With her, let her not leave him. For the unbelieving
husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sancti-

fied by the husband: else were your children unclean; but mow are
they holy." (7,13-14) And the Apostle Pater writes, ffLikewise, ye
wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not
the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation
(manner of life) of the wives; while they behold your chaste conversa­
tion coupled with fear." (1 Pet. 3:l~2) When the husband demands that
the wife do something which is contrary to the Word of God, then, of
course, she must declare with the Apostle Peter, "We ought to obey
God rather than men." (Acts 5:29) ~

We now turn our attention to the place of the Christian woman in
the home as a mother. It is GOd's will that a Christian wife should
become the mother of childron. The procreation of children is also one
of thc3 purposes of marri3ge. The Lord says in Genesis, "So God created
man in His own image, in the image of GOd created He him; male and
famale created He them. And God b10ssad them, and God said unto them,
Be fruitful, and multiply, and r f3plenish the earth, and subdue it."
(1:27-28) Furthermore, we see from the Scriptures that children are
gracious gifts of God. 3y the pen of the Psalmist the Holy Spirit
writes, "Lo, children qre an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit ~f

the womb is His reward ••• Happy is the man that hath his quiver full
of them." (Ps.127:3-4) And in Psalm 128, "Blessed is everyone that
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fsareth the Lord; that walketh in His ways ••• Thy wife shall 17
b3 as a fruitful vine by the sides of thil13 house: thy children
lik6 olivG plAnts round about thy tAble. Behold, that thus shall the
:-:-,'=',n be blessed that f08.reth the Lord." Jacob recobnized this truth.
~2mGmber the tEnder reunion between Jacob and Esau? When Bsau saw

the ',Jom~n and J9.cob's children, ho 9-sked, ll1tlho are those ~rJith thee?
:lnd J8.cob said, 'The children which God hath graciously given thy
servant. til (Gen.33:5)

Amonp: the Israelitish women it 'lJas considered, a grievous afflic­
tion to be without children. The examples of Sar~h (Gon.16), Rachel
(Gen.30), and Hannah (1 Sam.l) a~ply testify to this fact. An old
Je'~Tish proverb S9.ys, "The childless are but as the lifeless." ~
timE;~ ~ changed ~ Dr. Zorn "I'J):i tea, "Married po ople nO'~3.ds.Jls rG joice
when they find themselves bIassed with few children or with nons at
all. A 19r9o family is not lookod upon as a blessing, but rather as ­
9.8 what? As a curse'll! (Questions on Christian Topics, p.180) This
charge is generally true. M8ny so-called mothers seemingly devoid of
natural motherly instincts will oven soek to rid themselves of un­
wanted children already in the early stages of pregnancy through abor­
tions. And nine of every ten a~ortions in this country today are per­
formed on mqrried ,.romen, especiAlly bet,'Teen the 9ges of 25 and 35,
with three or more children. It has been estimated that there are
about one thous3nd criminal 9bortions performed every day in the United
states: One medical authority estimated the total ChicagD abortion
traffic ~conservativoly" at about 200 a day. A large number of mid­
wives and other untrained poople in the slum areas perform abortions
for as little as ~10. The abortion physician's price, however, ranges
from $250 to $400. And a few years ago, Portland, Oregon, was exposed
as the abortion c8pital of the Pacific Coast. (Cf.Woman's Home Compan­
ion, Oct. 1955) The clear Commsmdment of God - "Thou shalt not kill"
(Ex.20~13) - is thus set aside by such murderers!

What shall'we than say about the mother who practices some kind
of blrth QQgtrcl? It is interesting to note how some of the other
denominQtions answer this question. The Roman Catholic Church forbids
har members to practice grtificial birth-Control, bur-advocates the
so-c.slled "Rhythm Method. H In their recent family-life convention in
Buffelo, No ",T York, R::-:N. Burke, the bishop of Buffeloj referrGd to
those who adv~cete such pr~ctic88, 3S "follow8rs of the deVil." And
again, "These erotic human beings live to learn a lesson - that it is
better to have a cradle in the house than a coffin, better to have six
children than one cancer, better to have 12 children than for a young
mother to becomB psychotic or neurotic and have to spend the rest of
hor days in an asylum for the insane." The vast majority of F'rotestant
denominations have supported thG birth control movement as a method
of keeping family size in lino with 8.bility to provide. Dr. ~illiam

Lipphard, Editor of ~issions MagaZine, the official Baptist publica­
tion, writes, "No parish Baptist church and no ecclesiastical conven­
tion of Baptists has ever by resolution e:c:pressed approval or "~El8.P­
proval of birth control or planned parenthood. Even if it had, such
resolution would not be binding on any Baptist. Most Baptists would
reSGnt and repudiate any such resolution as an unwarrantod intrusion
into the private life of husband And wife." The Methodists answer in a
similar v./ay, llThe goneral oonference of the M:ethodist church has never
made an offioial pronounoement on birth control ••• the spacing of chil­
dren, the health of parents end adequate economio support are factors
to be considered.1! (Dr. Ralph W. Sookman) The Presbyterian Churoh
snS"Ters, llThe Presbyterian ohurch does not legislate for its people on
personal moral issues. Nothing in the ohuroh's teaching, however, can
be oonstrued as forbidding an intelligent, oonservative and unselfish
smployment of birth control. The oommandment of God to our first
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parents, IIBe fruitful and multiply, II was given at a time when 18
the world was underpopulated. Presbyterians do not believe this
precept is relevant today when overpopulation in many areas produces
hunger and famine. I! (Dr. John S. Bonnell) Dr. Norman Pittenger, pro­
fessor at General Theological Seminary, speaking in behalf of the
Zpiscopalian Church, says, iiThe Anglican communion has spok8n, through
its conference of bishops at Lambeth. on birth control. saying that
when pr8cticed without selfish motives it is permissible. There has
been much discussion of the 'moral theology' of contraception, but no
more clearly defined position has yet been taken. 1I And, finally, to
quote one more, the American Lutheran Conference recently Rtated
through its Commission on Social Relations, liThe means whicr: a married
pair uses to determine the number and the spacing of the bi~ths of
their children are a matter for them to decide with their own con­
sciences, on the basis of competent medical authority and in the sense
of accountability to God. No moral merit or demerit can be attached to
any of the medically approved methods for controlling the numb~r Jr I

spacing of children. Whether the means used are those labeled natural
or 'artificial' is of far less importance than the spirit in which thes8
means are used. Continence in the marriage relationship. when its sole
purpose is the selfish avoidance of pregnancy, is equally as wrong as
in the use of contraception toward this same selfish goal. An over­
abundant production of~hildren without regard to the responsibilities
involved ma~ be as sinful and selfish as is the complete avoidance of
parenthood. !

It is not what the church may legislate which should govern the
Christian mother's attitude as far as birth control is concerned, but
for her the question of paramount importahce must always be~ What
saith the Lord in His Word? In the Scriptures we note the following
principles basic to the subject: 1) Children are the gracious gifts
of God (Ps.127:3-6) (Ps.128); 2) Children are not to be despised
(Matt.18:10); 3) God not only grants children but He also withholds
them (Job 1:21; Gen.20:18; 25:21; 30:2). Keeping these Scriptural
principles in mind the Christian mother will realize that one of the
purposes of her marriage is the procreation of children and therefore
she will also rejoice with every child that the Lord grants her wheth­
er it be few or many.She will not make the advice and counself of
worldly-minded people her guide, but will continually look to the Word
of God which is a lamp unto her feet and a light unto her path. (Ps.119
105) She will not heed the talk of those who claim that if no birth
control is practiced, the world is doomed to disaster. Such is the
talk of Julian Huxley, who writes in his introduction to Robert Cook's
book,'fHuman Fertilitv: The Ivlodern Dilemma,1I "v-le need a positive popu­
lation policy for th~ world as a whole and for each of the nations in
it. Such a population policy will be in the highest degree moral, in
stressing the wickedness of allowing future generations to be born to
increasing misery and permitting the entire human race to suffer
genetic degeneration. It will regard pg,pulation health as a part of
general health, and family planning and birth control as indispensible."
The Christian mother will realize thatsince it is the Lord who grants
he r ch i Id ren, it is t he Lord '~7h 0 will take care of them by providing
them with everything they need to support this body and life. Here,
too, the words of Solomon apply, "Trust in the Lord witl1 all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine 0''lD understanding. II (Prov.3:5) Due
thankfulness to the Lord for the children which the Lord has granted
her will also pro~pt the Christian mother to follow the example of
Lois and Eunice, the grandmother and mother of Timothy, who in his
early years was trained and nurtured by them in the Word of God, that
the Apos t le Paul late r could wri te to him of this and say, II From a
child thou hast kno'"n the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee
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".vise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 1l 19
(2 Tim.3:1S) Yes, she will assist her husband in bringing the
uhildran up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord by bring-
'n~ them to Jesus in Holy Baptism and by constantly impreseing upon
~heir hearts that they are only strangers and pilgrims here and that
they should al~ays fix their gaze on the eternal blessedness which
awaits them in heaven with Jesus their Savior.

The true Christian wife and mother will also give due heed to
those warnings in the Holy Scriptures which tell her how not to be.
1he listens when hG~ dear Lord tells her not to be contentiou8, jeal­
ous, and quick to become angry. The writer deolares by inspira~ion,

"It is better to dwell in the '''!ilderness, than with a contentious and
'3.n angry 'VITOman." (Frov.21:19) She ~'Till be careful not to be given over
to gossip, like the younger widows concerning whom the Apostlo Paul
~'lrote, !lAnd withal thoy learn to be idle, wandering about from house
to house; and not only idle, but tsttlers also and busybodies, sp6ak­
ing things which they ought not.!l (1 Tim.5:13) She ~rfill heed the ad­
monition of the ADostla not to bo excessivelv concerned about dress,
"~'lhose adorning l~t it not be t ha t outward"8:dorning of plaiting the
hair, and of ~'Tearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it
be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even
tho ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, whioh is in tho sight of God
of great price." (1 Pet.3:3~4)

The attributes of a good wife and mother are very fittingly de­
scribed in the last chapter of Proverbs, "Who can find a virtuous
woman? for her price is far ebovo rubies. The heart of her husband doth
safely trust in har, so that he shall hBve no need of spoil. She will
do him good and not evil all the days of her life. She s88keth wool,
and flax, 9nd worketh willingly with her hands. She is like th~ mer­
chants' ships; she bringeth hor food from afar. She riseth also while
it is yet night, and giveth meat tc her household, and 8 portion to
her maidens. She considereth a fiold, and buyeth it: with the fruit of
her hands she planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her loins with stremgth,
3no strengthen8th her arms. Sho perceiveth that her merch3ndisG is good:
her oandle goeth not out by night. She layeth her hands to the spindle,
and her hands hold the distaff. She stretcheth out her hand to the
poor; yea, she reqcheth forth her hands to the needy. She is not
afraid of the snow for her household: for all her household ar$
clothed with scarlet. She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her
clothing is silk and purple. Her husband is known in the gates, when
hG sitteth among thE elders of the land. She maketh fine linen; and
selleth it; and oelivereth girdles unto the merohant. Strength and
honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoioe in time to como. She
openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kind­
noss. She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the
bread of idlenoss. Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her
husband also, and he praiseth her. Many daughtors have done Virtuously,
but thou excGllest them all. Favour is gcceitful, and beauty is vain;
but a woman th1t fegreth the Lord, sho shall be praised. Give her of
thG fruit of her hands; and let her o",rn ~.rVorks praise her in the gates."
(31:10-31) And lest anyonE ever think that the New Testament is at
variance with the Old Testament on this point, let us note what the
Apost Ie Pau 1 wri te s to Ti tus, tlBut speak thou tho th ings 1rfhi ch bee orne
sound doctrine ••. that they m8Y te?ch the young women to be sober, to
love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste,
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word
of God be not blasphemed." (2:1-5) The Christian wife and mother who
thus gives diligent hood to strive after the virtues with which the
Scriptures charclCt8rize her, is trUly like the !twise 'Noman who build­
eth her house." (Prov.14~1)
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We must very sadly acknowledge the deplorable fact that the 20
tendency in our day is to take the wife and mother out of the
rightful sphere into which God Himself has placed her. On the
rasis of the passages already quoted it is certainly not in harmony
\'li t h the ;'lord 0f God if a ".rife gnd mot her, bX hav ing employment I

neglects her Scriptural duties in the home. 11 ",Till therefore that
the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none
occ3sion to the adversary to speak reproachfully." (1 Tim.5:14)

The Bible gives us many eX3mples of such pious wives and mothers.
Think of Abigail who was faithful to her husband unto the end, (1 Sam.
25); of Ruth, the M03bitess, and her tender char3cteristics; of the
Virgin M8.ry and h;3r humble submission to the l'lord of God (Luke 1~38).
Such Christian wives and mothers are really a great prize 3nd troasure
in our day of gross materialism and sensuality. And those husbands and
children whom tho Lord ha~ grantod such faithful and pious wives and
mothers can never thank and pr3ise God suffieiently for His wonderful

grace:
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PRESIDENTIAL REPORT

Delegate Convention of the Concordia Luth. Conference
Tinley Park, Illinois Aug. 9-11, 1958

By t he Lord's ric h gr9c C 'rfG hava c omplot ed anot he r ye a r in whi ch
~.rfS wore privileged, '3.S 9. Conferonc8, to enjoy tho continued blcs2ings
of God's Duro Word and the Holv Sacraments. Bosides these most prized
Lr0?SUr0S~ tho Lord f0vored uS~91so with tho continu~d bl~ssins of the
unity of the 9pirit in the bond of peace: For th08J unmuritod favors
we rsis0 our heArts to the Triune God in praise and thanksgiving:
Repcnt:mtly conscious of our own many shortcomings during this pe.st
Y03r, w~ pl~ad with our He3vonly Father for Jesus' SAke to cast all
our tr~nsgres2ions bohind His bnck into the depths of the sea. And we
"lsk Him by the p0';"0r of the Holy Spiri t to 8n9.blG us to pe rS0VGre in
the. full truth of His "lord in ordor that His wondrous namd mRy be
rightly glo~ifiod bv us and His Church furth~r8d in us and through us
throu~hout the ~orld~

Last yesr at this time I W~8 able to report to you that the
nGC8Sssry rC'orgsniz:ltion of our church body from the Orthodox Lutheran
Jonforence into the Concordi~ Luthor9.n Conference had, under God's
blassingej boon comp18ted. Your adoption of the document c~lled The
Agreemont, 38 published in the Hanu2ry, 1957, issue of the Concordia
Luthoran, made th~t an aocomplished f2ct. There remained one important
phase of our reorg2niz9.tion, nqmely, the revising of the Constitution
of our Conf~runcd. Th~t msttsr W8S given first consid0ration at our
jonv8otion 19.st August in ~"'ilmot, South Dqkot8., emd, ,-mder the Lord's
blEssings, ¥28 brought to its complotion during tho early part of this
current yoftr.

The Board of Directors in its first meetin~ after the Au~ust

~onvention, h01d in Milwaukoe on Nove~ber 5-6, spent 8 good shqre of
its time putting th~ finiBhing touchos on tho proposed now Constitu­
tion. This included additiongl ch':\npJ.;os in the form of revisionsj addi­
tions, and d~16tiGns. Through q ref~r0ndum all of our congregations,
mambcr conp;rog3tions and non-mJmbcr congrego.tions in fc,llowship with
us, unanimously approved qnd gRV0 their consent to the proposed new
jonotitution.

At t~e 2nd B08rd of Directors' me~ting held in Milw9.ukee on April
15 and 16, I informed the 309rd of the results of that referendum on
tho Constitution snd it thereforo went on rocord recognizing the new
Constitution 9.S bJing then in offect by virtue of the resolution
~doptcd qt our Convantion last August. An official 8nnouncement to
that effect appearod in the May issue of the Concordia Lutheran. In
that 3nnOUnCGmont I also made public th~ appoi~ment of a number of
brGthren to v8rious committees which the new Constitution required:
one lay member for the CommittoG on Lutheran Union, an assistant
Sditor, and a pastor member for tho Committee on Theological Education.
It is understood that the brethren which I appointed were to serve on
thoSG committeGs until this present Convention at which ti~e you will,
for the coming YC3r, make your own choico for thcs~ offic~s by ballot
in tho rogular eloctions according to our new Constitution.

The adoption of our n8W Constitution was, under GOd, a big step
forw3rd. ~"hilc th<'re doubtlessly is room for improvument in this Con­
stitution, novertheloss, we now, by th@ Lord's graco, have a suitable
working platform which we all h3ve found to be agreeablo becauss, so
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far as we have baon able to determine, it provides a truly
Scriptural b3Sis for th8 orderly ce.rrying out of the importc=mt
work whlch confronts us as a Conforence, which wo have outlined
in ArticL! III:

1) ThB conscrv8tion of the unity in the true faith.
2) Joint tcstimony and defense against all public 8rrors in doc­

trin-' 2nd pr8.ctice.
3) Joint effort tow8rd GOd-pleasing union with other Lutherans,

namely, such union as is basad upon the unity of thu Spirit ­
full agreement in doctrine And practice on the basis of GOd's

I,'To rc; •
4) Joint Gxtension of tho Kingdom of God through cooporative

mission work of our aongr0gations.
5) The adequate training of pastors for the work of tho ministry

in Oi·'r midst, 3nd of parochial school tC8.chers Rnd oth-Jr helps
to thu ministry.

6) The pUblication ~nd distribution of orthodox roligious books,
periodicals, and other literatue for the promotion of the true
f9. it L1.

7) The endeavor to bring About the best possibl~ uniformity in orders
of servicG, church customs, and other con~re~ntional extornals;
without, however, abridging 8ny congrogat{on1 s rights in matters
indifferent (adi3phora).

I recall th~se to mind ~t this time because that represents the
core, the very heart and lif0 of our f~110wBb1p in Christ as 3 Con­
f3rcrt~c. ~h~t a wonderful one it is bccaus0 through it wo are sn3bled,
under God, morc effectively to c~rry out tho glorious work of prc3ch­
ing the Gospel to 811 cresturos. Wo thank the Lord for this progress
~nd we prqy th3t Ho m~y under our new Constitution bestow upon 311 of
us His richJst blessings 1 enqbling us faithfully, humbly, lovingly,
snd joyfullv to sarvo Him and onL another Rccording to the ille9sure
of gr8ce H~ gr1nts G~ch, to the glory of His n8mo 2nd to the further­
::mCG of His Church~

With such R solid, Soriptural found~tion on which to st8nd and
opGr~te, brethren, let us go forw9rd now in the precious work of our
Lord. Ahoth0r important step we must t~ko 9S soen as possible is the
provision for q futuro ministry. ~~ hav0 in our past Conventions
r~~ornized this 9nd we hopa At this Convention to come closer to, if
not to rc?ch, a solution to this need. MRy the Lord of the Vineyard
give us cour~g8, Vision; and BUJCGSS in supplying it! Th~rG will be an
opportunity in this m~ttcr for asch of us to ~ive proof of his and her
f9ith thst we 0re truly in 09rn0st about ser~ing our Lord. ~8 have
rGpe?,t~)dly sung: "T"\ko my lifo "Jnd let it be; consecratbd, Lord, to
Thee - T'lko my silver ,9na my ,;old, not 3 mite '.",ould I Withhold," now
m"'y God thz.; =1:01y Ghost lU:ld us humbly Rnd confidGntly to procG<Jd in
th,t sqm~ spirit ~s we rosolve at this ~onv8ntion to provida for a
future mini8try~ And lot us '-,leo trust His ~!ord of promisG thqt He
will supply us with tho right man 0nd gifts to sorve us ~nd help us in
c9rrying out this vary importqnt work of the ministry of His ~ord1

The Bosrd of Dir0ctors ~t both sf its meotings 21so spGnt con­
siderable time on the probl~m of how we ~8 ~ Conferance should proceed
in Our ende9vcrs to contqct such p~stors qnd 12Y poople who for doc­
tringl r08scns h~vo loft and moy yot lopvo congrcgations and synods of
the Synodical ConferGnce. Th~ 30srd has a prop08s1 to offor for the
Oonvention's considoration1 n~moly, q document called An Invit~tion,

to which I trust we h~vc all givGn sdrioue stUdy qnd thought and on
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which we hope finAl ~ction cAn be taken at this Convention. May
the Lord of tho Ghurch also direct us in this important phese
of our work hore~

At this timo I would also like to call your attontion to one of
the by-1':\1,ts in our Consti tution. In 1, B, we r08d, t1Member-congroga­
tions sh~ll bo expectod to pqy the annu81 tr8veling ano convention
GXp'.::DS0S of both its pastor9.1 and l''W delegates; ond congrcg'?,tions in
Pollowship, the oosts of its representatives. In addition, congrega­
tions 8r~ qskod to tako a fre0will offering to be used in th0 oquali­
z"'tion of such oxpenses." Soml! of our pe,stors and lay d,c::,logst08 are
un"'blo to attond conventions, or do so with great difficulty, bocsuse
of tho srG~t tr1vGling oxp0nS8 involved. In this by-law you hav~

provided for ~ remody of that situqtion if we all coopor9te. The
blos8odncss for 'ill of us in h<1ving tho pastor~nd l,'y ropr('s8nt~~tives

of our con5reg~tions pres~nt ~t th~sa convontions is, I bGlievo,
roadily acknowledged by us ~ll. May God give us willing h00rts and
the bounty nccos82ry to meot this problcm~

My annuql report would not be complete without a reforence to
tho f8.ct thst one famili·::'\r fsco 2nd voice will bo missing st this
~onvention this Y0~r, namely, that of the sainted Pastor emeritus,
Gust:=tv Bloedel, formurly of Ni1 1rl''lukee, Wisconsin. Last Soptember, on
the 25th, tho Lord c"'lled our esteemed brother to his eternal rest.
His obituRry appe'rad in th8 October issue of the Concordia Lutheran.
His passing Civ0s us opportunity to refuind each other tho more firmly
and earnestly to lay hold on GOd's grace And with ze~l to follow the
oxample of our S8vior to do the ~orks of our Heavenly Fathor while it
is dAy, becaus0 tho niGht comoth "'Thun no m'1n cqn workr

Thore was one church dodicstion this psst year on the 3rd Sunday
9ftsr Trinity. The brethren of Trinity Lutheran Church, Sigourney and
MURc9tino, Iowa, J. E. Shufelt) pastor, dedicated their newly acquired
church building loc8ted in Muscatino. We rejoic0 with thosG brethren
9nd pr~y tho Lord of the Church to bless Trinity congreg~tion~

T1'!0 congrogg,tions ara scheduled to join our ranks as members at
t~is Convontion. St. Stephen Sv~ngGlical Lutheran Church of Wilmot,
South Dqkot q , O. W. Soh~efor, pnstor; and the congregation at Soattle,
~lCl8hin~ton, which prosontly is baing served by Pastor Nntterer of
Lobemor), Oreson. 1\.To rejoice thr~t th'JSO br'cthron h'we docidod to sh9re
with Ug ths full responsibilities and blossings of mcmb0rship in our
Jonfcr:nco. In tho name of the Conference I w~loomG these congrGgations
qnd when they h9ve form~lly beon rccivGd as members, invito them to
sh~re with us full voting privileges. May the Lord's blessings rost
upon your momborship!

At this time I am also happy to report that a former member of
tho Lutheran Jhurch - Missouri Synod,clergy, Albort C. Rolf, formerly
tho pqstor of g parish in Ambi~\, Indiana, who attended our Pastoral
Jonfercnco mGoting Y88torday ~~t0rnoon qnd who profossed him8~lf to
us ~t thqt time to be on0 with us in tho f~ith, hRs also daclRrcd his
d.:.'sirc to join our ConfGronc,~~. BiG 8pplic'1tion for membership will be
duly considered in 0coordqncc with thv provisions of our Constitution.

In conclusion, I wish yot to report thRt under tho Lord's rich
blessings thore w~s q wonderful spirit of brotberly coopGr9tion shown
ma by 811 the Conforonce brethren in my officisl work and especially
by those brethren 1,rho 1,rore e18ctt.:-d with mo to bo your chiuf sorv,'mts.
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I tAke this opportunity to thank you all and to express also my 8io­
CJre th~nks to you all here and at home for your prayers in our

h~lf. M3Y I eArnestly request you to continue your prayers for
':uc n8xt president, too, and let us never stop prqying for <",II our
bruthron so th8t God's grace may have full and free courSG among
us, upholding us 2nd crownin~ our labors with success! If we as a
,Jonfor.'ncc '3re going to amount to what we should before the Lord and
]1s Church, it will be bec3USo we continue to be a praying Conforence.
Only by first going on our knees in humble repentant prayer to the
Lord will we be nble by His Word to obtain tho necGssary power,
courago, wisdom, ~nd faithfulnoss from Him so that we can joyfUlly
':1ris e '''Ina do exploits f or Him (Dqniel 11, 32). I1Now our Lord Je sus
'Jhrist 'Ums81f, 9no God, oven our Father, which hath loved us, 2.nd hath
~ivom us 2verlasting consolation and good hope through grace, comfort
your he''\rts, !:md st8blish you in overy good word 9nd work," 2 Thess. 2,
16-17. To Him alono be prqise and glory now and alw~ys1

Respectfully submitted,

E. L. Mehlberg, President

REPORT
of tho

COMMITTEE TO REVIEW THE PRSSIDENTIAL REPORT

Tho Prosidont's report has been reviewed by your Committee

and has boen found to be accurate and edifying. Everything montioned

by the Prosid::nt in his report requiring action by the Conference has

beon duly resolved during the oourse of the Conferonce business.

Be it thereforo resolved, that we agnin thank Pastor Mehlberg

for his sinc~re and pqinstaking labors, under Gad's graoe, in behalf

of our Conference.
P. R. Bloedel

,., V. Bloedel
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REPORT OF THE ~OMr~TTEE ON MISSIONS

"Go ye int~ all the world, and preach the Gospol to every
'Jrec;ture." I'-1ark 16, 15. In '1ccordcmce l,.,rith this missicn ccmm'lnd cf
:ur dei"r' S8.vic'r ';ur C0nferonc8 h'1s ende'!\vorcd, under Gcd's gr'lcicus
blossings, thr~ugh its Ccmmittee on Missions tc pr08~t8 the Gcdpleas­
ine; w-rk cf missi:ns.

During the ppst yesr the Ohristi'lns in Seattle havo fsrmally
~rglniz6d their'l@ c".ngregsticn cStlling Paster IvI.L.N'ltterer tc serve
'18 their v~c'ncy paster until the Lord sees fit tJ prcvide them with
their rwn resid~nt pqstor.

Goncorning the work in 10\118. your Committee received the following
inform"ition from P,;',stor Shufelt; "It W';1S If.1i th gre-tF.::ful 3ppreci 0 tion
that we note~ your committee's report to the 1957 convention of the
Soncordia Lutheran Conference recommonding a subsidy to our Trinity
LutherAn Cl1Urch of Osknloos8 '-'nd I~usc<\tine, Iowa to unsbld their
postor to giva full time to his ministry in promoting mission work.
The Conference gr0ciously followed your recommendqtion nnd gr3nted us
a subsidy of $1500 for one year (~125.00 q month). The subsidy was
first received for Sept. 1957 qnd for each month since that time.
Fastor Shufelt promptly resigned from his sGcular occupation and began
full time work ",S your mis siowtry. Along with c,mV3SS ings <.md calling
on possible prospocts, cert'lin adjustments were worked out. 1) Oska­
loosa 8nd i1usc0tine wore 96 milus RpQrt, ~nd since MU8c~tin8 WqS the
nel" ?nd l"rgor field, it seemed vIi so and proper for the p'~stor tn move
to Musc~tine. E~rly in October the p~stor Rnd wife rented a well
located house and moved into it on the l~st dsy of October. 2) The
f"1.ithful :Tlornbors who hqd worshipped rgul:3.rlyqt the Osksloosq YMCA all
livad in sn adjoining county that was some miles nOArer to Muscatine.
Thay decided to soek a meeting plqce in Sigournoy, the county seat of
thoir own county which cut the distance betwoen tho preaching places
from 96 to 72 miles. They found a commodious place to worship at a now
Farm Bure'=lu 3uilding for which :"c rent'11 of (~5.00q service is paid.
We continuo to moeb there on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays. On 1st 2nd 3rd
Sund~ys all join in worship at our church in Muscatino. And now on 5th
Sundays we qll join in worship at Sigourney•.. The divino favor cer­
t0inly shone upon us in tho m~ttor of q church homo in Muscatine. A
church property was offered us for ront'11 in June, 1957. In 1953 the
Adventists sold tho proporty to q group collod the Church of Christ
','ho in turn offo rod it to us at ." ront.<',l of~5J. 00 per month if taken
in six month8. 170 took over the property on a rant'll basis on July 1,
1957 qnd entored into '1 contract of purchase in Decembor, 1957. In
1i8U of thE: 1l'~Tithout int3r2st" provision v18 \lITore asked to pny '1 real
:8t~te d0'11or's conmission of ~250.00 which we did. The congregatirn
!1c::s pqid off the rejCI1 estatlSl commiseion and p8.id J650.00 on the cost
price le~ving us a debt at this time of ~4350.00. Brother Robert
Steinke has made for us a pl<1in but ~ttr~ctiv8 pulpit, altar, and
hymnbosrd. An org<1n v!'iS purch<:\sed by members who live in Muscatine and
slso considerable redecoreting was done prior to our dedic9tion. We
colebrqtod this fastiv91 on June 22 with President Mehlberg as the
SUGst speqker. Sevan members h n V8 baen received into our fellowship
during the p:st yeqrs '1nd 211 8re proving to be very fnithful devoted
membors. We have rogulqr Bible classes qfter the morning services. And
there is an encour~ging intorest and spiritu91 growth in those." And
~n spe9.king of q recent confregntion me8ting ppstor Shufelt writes,
I It W~'lS un qnimoue ly vote d to ''18 k your Commit t 88 9.nd the Confe renc e for
a~1200.00 subsidy for tho next yS3r."
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It will be noted that the 8ubsidy granted Trinliy Luther3n Church

in Iowa for 1957 ,,,,38 ~1500, 3nd th'1. t nm" the ro ques t is made for
1208 for the next ye:',r. "10 surely prqise the wonderful gr"lCG and

~ ray of our dear Lord in so gr"ciouely assisting Trinity congregatio~

~Ln reducing the 8.D.Ount of subsidy requested. It is recomrnunded that
their r~qUG8t for ~1200 be gr8 nted.

Rospectfully submitted,

M. L. Natterer, chairman

REPORT
of the

C01-'TIv'iITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

Your Co~mittGe on Thaol. Education, AS authorized by the 1957
Convent i on of our Confe rence, prepa r8d a 11 Prospect u sit or Fo rw3. rd Look
Pqmphlet toward the treining of a future ministry fun our midst and
sent sUffici0nt copies of this to each p3stor for thorough congrega­
tionql study and comment. Wo gre~tly qppreciat~ the earnest concern
of our brethren in this important matter of the Lord's work, their
prompt replics and Sugg0stions; and, on the basis of these returns,
we respectfully submit for the considoration of the prosent Convention
tho following report.

All of thd congroggtions either in mlJmbGrship or merely in fellow­
ship with our ConferGncG recognize tho urgent need for the adequate
preparation of a future ministry in our midst, without delay. At
present we qre alrondy one pastor short for the pastorate of the
v~rious congregations as well 8S tho mission field. Moreover, the
problem of providing additionol oandidates for the ministry is not
one thqt o~n be quickly Rnd G~sily solved since Holy Scripture mAkes
speoific rcquir8~8nts of thoSG who desire the office of a bishop,
'?mong ~,\Thich not the legst is 9. ~horough trqining.

The consensus of opinion f~vors, instead of a two-year course
~fter college 8ugf8stod in the Pr08~octus, 9 throo or oven four-year
course of particular seminqry instruction Rnd study since the curri­
oulum as prsont3d S0J~S to b~ fsr too crowded both for students and
those Hho 1....,ould s rv':.' in the capacity of profEssors. It is also
generally qgrced that a basioacqdomic requiremont for entrance into
our sominary be at IGsst two yaRrs of g8ncral college, with accent
upon oducational and language COurSGS. Entering studonts should be
of our fellowship Rnd qlso sub~it th~ parson31, written recommendation
of their p'lstor.

Opinions diff2r somewhat as to the curriculum and courses of
stUdy. While some f~vor makin~ th0 8tudi~s much more practicalJ others
in turn advoo9te a full thaor:tical and practical tr~ining. Your
~o~mitt8e believes th~t we should, even under our unique conditions
today, avoid all extremes in such 2rrangements. We do need to train
paetors as pr9ctic911y and qUickly 9S possibla. Yet we also need a
ministrYJ Gspeci9l1y in our dqy when the opponents of true doctrine
are highly educstod in an Rcqdemio sense, - a ministry that is also
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well equipped academically to undErt~ke the ministry of the
Word and S~cramcnt and to contond for the true faith in the face
of error, which, in m?ny an instance, stems from an abuse of worldly
1l!isdo'Il ''lnd 18 o,rning. 1'le believe th"'.t 8 rovision of the curriculum
is not now on urg~nt matter but r~ther one which C3n well be tqken
cere of 88 our more basic problems in the starting of seminary
work rG~ch solution.

Our 'nost urgent problems at the present, as we see them, are the
follo1,ring:

One is the problem of arranging for our pastors to teach the
various SUbjects required for adequate seminary instruction. To teach
anyone theological subject necessitates being a specialist in that
subject and the corresponding time both to prepare for and to teaoh
that SUbject. As our plan now stands as proposed in the Prospectus,
several different pastors would have to teach, - each of them - sever­
al different SUbjects. This would consume a very great deal of their
time, which time is, acrording to Holy Nrit, to be used by them, first
of all, for the work in their congregations to which they have been
called. Secondly, it ~ill not work out in a practical way to have the
students stUdying on part-time, being employed the rest of the time in
some secular pursuit or in secular study at some other school. Our
efforts with such students would be well-nigh futile, since they
would be Rubject to iml'Jediate service in the armed forces and thus
have to stop their theological training in the very midst Or even
early part of it. And thirdly, it is felt by some who reported to our
Committee that the constant changing of a stUdent, each semester,
from one domicile and one place of instruction to another would both
be excessively expensive and otherwise not conducive to the best in­
terests of the stUdents themselves. In view of all these observatiC\ns,
the Board of Directors, at its April 15th meeting of this year,
carried the motion "to ask all the congregations of our Conference to
consider locating the Seminary on their premises or in their locality
and to report their feelings~ findings, and figures to the next Board
meeting (that was Friday evening) and in the meantime to build up our
Seminary fund with the prospect of gains forward with a building
project and a full-time professorship." This matter, therefOre, merits
the very careful consideration of this present Convention.

Still another very ~rave matter confronting us is the fact that,
as shown by our survey this year, there is not even one young man in
our midst who definitely desires to prepare for the work of the
ministry. Only four ar~ listed as being somewhat interested. As far
as we can determine, this general apathy or lack of interest is due
to the peculiar financial circumstanoes under which they, apparently,
would be e~peQted to work and to live when they have finished their
seminary tr~ining and should they be cafled into the ministry of our
midst. For, on the one hano, they are tau5ht from the WOrd of God:
"Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel
should live of the Gospel," (1 Cor. 9, 14) and: "Let him that is
taught in ~he '.rord communicate (that is, share with) him that teacheth
in all gooc things," (Gal. 6,6) and as St:-Pa"ulsets forth the ques­
tion to the ~orinthians concerning the financial support of the mini­
stry: llIf 11e have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing
if 1'18 shall reap your carnal things?" (1 Cor. 9,11). On the other
hand, h01<T8ver, they have experienced throue;h personal observation that,
in not a few instances from the beginning of our Conference in 1951,
pastors not merely volunteered to help their congregations financially
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for a time but have actually been expected by their congregations
to provide the major part of their living through secular work.
Surely none of us would want our young brethren Or, for that matter,
anyone in the world to get the \rlrong impression that it is not our
firm i~:~~ntion as faithful, truly orthodox Christians, to abide by
GOd's o):'dinance also in these matters relating to the support of the
Holy ~=inistry. Therefore your Committee feels that it Hould be of
great encour8gement to our prospective pastors of tomorrow, as well as
to our O~JD pa,g tors, and a te st imony to a 11 the 1tTOrld whi ch is obse rv­
ing our practice that we plainly state and affirm our stand upon the
true doctrine in those very matters by a special resolution, ser4 0usl;
urs:ng one anothsr everywhere to do all that within us lieth, by
generous sacrifices of JoY in the Lord, to support the ministry in
the manner which Ho has ordained.-------------------------------

3rethrcn of the Soncordia Lutheran Conference, when we consider
the matter of estqblishin~ in our midst a seminary, a plan and system
for p~oviding and training a future ministry, with all its ramifica­
tions, the pro~lerns we have thus far presented and those which un­
doubtedly will still present themselves to us in the future, we
realize thJt we are confronted with a tremendous task, one which far
transcends our ability - our wisdom, understanding, and material re­
sources - to carry it out. And yet this is a very neCGSSBrr task,
one so bJsic in the work of GOd's Kingdom of Grace committed to our
trust, that we cannot afford to choose whether or not we should go
forward in it. We are in much the same position today as were the
Children 0: Israel '''hen they, upon the Lord's command, departed from
Egypt for thd p;ooiTIised Land of Canaan. On the one hand, there lay
before th~m thG apparently impassable waters of the Red Sea. On the
other h1nd, they wore being pursued by tho hosts of Pharaoh. But just
then, when to hU~3n eyes evorything seemed impossible, nothing was
impossib18 for the Lord, who led thorn and who had told them the way
in which tl1:3Y s~10uld go. And 80 we read, Ex. 14, 13-15: IIAnd lJIoses
said unto the] p, oplo, Fear yo not, stand st ill, and se 8 t hG salvation
of the ~ord, which hJ will show to you today; for the Egyptiqns whom
yo h~ve 80 n tocey, ye shRll so~ them again no more forever. The Lord
shqll fi~ht for vou, ?nd yo shqll hold your peace. And the Lord said
unto MaGdA, Vhorefore criest thou unto me? Speak unto the children of
Isr'181, th~t they fO forward;" Lot us also therefore go frJrw3rd in
this p~'rticulqr woi'1\: 1r1hic:h thcJ Lordhas committed to us, :ind as it
has boon outlineD to us in this present r0port, taking first steps
first, and than continuing rel~ntlGssly to move forward as the Lord
Himself ~iV8S us opportunity. Lot us show by our actions that we have
confid0nce in Him "th3t is 8.ble to do exceeding abundantly above all
t h"1 two ask 0 r t h ink; it (E ph. 3 , 20) a nd a s we il'J 0 r k and sac r i f ice t 0 d 0

our psrt, lot us 21so daily ~nd fervently commit the matter to our
Lor d '3. n d S q vi 0 r in p r q y8 r, 8 s HG ha 8 t '.l..V gh t us: " r he h.l. rv 8 s t t ru 1y is
plenteous, but tho lqborors ar8 few; pray yo therefore the Lord of the
H<'<rvest, thqt Ho will sond forth labore rs into His harvost. '1 (Matthew
9, 37-38).

R8Spoctfully submitted,

H. D. Mensing, Chairman
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH UNION 29

YOur prosont Committee on Church Union came into being early in
1958 with tho r1tificaticn of cur new constitution by cur congrega ­
tir'ns.

YJur committeo h~s held no moctings either Rmong ourselves or
with anv individuals or groups sutside of our fellowship. Through
Brcth~r Shufelt, who had beon in touch with Pastor G. W. Fischor of
Msnk0to, Minn., we expressed cur willingnoss to meet with him and
m0mb~rs sf his congregation. H8wever, the projected moeting nevor
rnatari~lizcd, v8ry likely for the r03sen that Pastor Fischer informed
Brcther Shu~elt that in his ostimation thore would be no value in
tnG-Jtini3 '·'ith us unluss mon frem the Minneapolis factien would also be
in at t ,:,-rl nne e •

In Mly, 1958, a pastor who hqd resigned from the llofissGuri Syncd
in 1957, ?nd since then has sorved a remnant of his fermer congrega­
tion in ncrtl10aetern Nubraska informed our president of his dosire to
est'lblish follcNship with both the Orthodox Luther"lD Ccnfor"mce and
our CJnC;rrarl Luthcrsn Ccmf'Jronce. Pr,,-~sident IJlehlberg immedi:=ttely
turnod the IGtter over to the chsirmqn cf our con~ittee who informed
this pqstor of tho willin~n8ss 8f OUr cOITmittee tc meet with him at a
time 9.nd pl",\cG bast st.lltJd tic his convenience, using \lAn Invitation11

3S the b~8is fer cur oiscuBslcns. i

On Juno 9, VTC; raceivGcl a r<3ply in 1f,Thich he neither accepted ncr
reject2d cur invit,\ticn, but r['ther ste,ted: "\vhat I h~d;1.n mind in
pqrticu13r is th'~"G all ps.rties sll'~uld agree to drop all grievances. 11

His reply, however, did 1~2ve the deor cpen, apparently, for
future dipQu8sion, for he st~t8d that he hoped to speak of these
matters with our president scmetime in August whem he expected to be

in VTis consin.
It 1II')\ild be helpful to cur Committee to hp,ve the reaction of the

brethren to "An Invit<>,ticn ll which W88 sent to all p8stors of our
Conferonce Gsrly in M:=ty. ~G would like to know whether or not the
brethren foel th~t ~h3tgver ~8Gtings msy be planncd or Actually held,
undar God, OSP~QiRlly with such man who h'lve Already loft or will
still leKve syncds of the Synodioal Ccnfe~ncG will be conducted in a
truly GCCpl,.3sing ffi'inner on the b[;.sis C)f tho printiples set forth in
llAn Invit,\tion."

It is our pr3yor that all work planned and undertaken by the
Ccmmittee on Church Union m3Y bo performed in such a manner that
GOd's Wcrd Dnd Luther's doctrine pure may t8 all et2rnity endure.

E. C. Hallstein, chairman

Rev. O. W. Schaefer

Mr: Ernest Steinke
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THE REPORT OF THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Dear Bruthrcn,

Ey G-od's gr-c,co, since our lsst cnnvention in 1957, the CONCORDIA
LUT';E:?k,\~ h'"' C) con tinu0d to b(, published Emd to set forth the pure
taschin:2 of GOd's Word. Attr~ctive and dignified religious cuts have
been purch~30d 9nd used in our poriodical from time to tim8 as appro­
pri~to fillers. Tha iS8ues hgve contained doctrinal, devotionAl, po­
IG~icql ~nJ historicAl Articlss; news items, tr3nsl~tionB and prac­
tic~l Eib13 Studv Outlinos. Tho Editor in this connection wishos to
8yprOSe his ~rqtituce to those brethren who h~v8 cooperpted in pro­
vlcln~ ~OOG Scripturql ffi3tarisl for publication. SUbscript~on coupons
h~vs boon inscrt0Q in the periodical every 3rd month and anotico of
expirAtion ins~rted in th~t issue which conclUdes a subscription.

Th~ editOr is very conscious of his failure to produce a perfect
pUblic-',tion froc: of all typogr<:-;phice.l errors ~;nd trenspositions. '1JJe
could point out numerous inst~nc8s of these errors during tho pnst
YC1r 8Dd eDcour~go tho Gditor to give more thorough scrutiny to the
g0110y 8nd p0gG prOofs. In this connection, we would also encourage
the; brr.:thran '\I,rho submit ,:"rticl,;;Js for our P'l.PiJ r thoroughly to proofread
their m8tcri~1 and closely check qll Biblical references nnd quotations
as to their prop0r wordag8, punctuation, And location. The srticles
submittc:d for publicg,tion s~10uld d-2finitoly be in tho hElnds of tho
editor by th8 l~st weck of the month previous to tho dAte of publica­
tion. Ko,::ping th<Jso things in mind should help our CONCORDIA LUTtiERhN
to be ~ore prompt in reQchiD5 thG subscribers and more @ree of print­
ing errors.

We must glso recognize tho fqet thqt there 0re articles on other
subjects ~hich should bo but hove not been sufficiently provided

for our r00dJrs. Such Qrtic189 should includo church news items from
ALL th-.=' constituent members of OUt' Sonferonco, church nows from a
widJr field, world naws 8,8 it qff0cts the Church or as signs of the
times, hi2toric Q l QrticlG8, 0nd qrticlGs on Isagogical mntters. It is
the pur~OR~ of this rGport not to go into dotAil on editori'll matters,
but to thl'ovr thd publicg,tion of thJ CCNCORDIA LUTHERAN before the
body for g~n~r~l discussion.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul R. Bloedel

REPORT OF T3E BUS IN-SSS MANAGER

Dear Brethren:

During the period from July 1, 1957, to June 30, 1958, we re­
ceivGd 82 rcne1"q18~ 42 DGW subscript ions, and 8. total of ~262. 45.

From July 1, 1956, to June 3J, 1957, Wd received 80 ronswals,
13 new subecriptions, ~nd 0 totAl of ~196.30.

On July 1, 1357, wo h~d 132 subscribors on the mailing list,
while on Julv 1, 1958, we h~d 144 8ubscrib0rs.

S i neer 81y yours,

August Luft
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De9.r Br0thren,

REPORT OF THE FHESS COMMITTEE 31

Your PresR Committee, con8istin~ of the Vice-president and the
Secr,:t-=:ry, W"lS '1P:Jointed by the 1957 -Deleg'1te convention in 'Vilmot,
S.D. 'lnd ,,1'=1.8 Rl'lz.:-'d to scrvG until othc~r arr3.ngements are made. 1ve
horc'I'/ith prc'!?,::nt <=\ roport of our ''l.ctivity during tho past year.

At tha 1957 conv0ntion your Committeo was charged with tho respor'
sibility of m'=l.king some announcGment regprding the Luther3.n World
Foderation convontion which met in Minneapolis during the summer of
1957, if' It should find euch ::tnnouncemont feasible.

In Rccord with the wishes of the 1957 Delegate convention your
Comrnitt-.Jo dr._w up Sl r:31c888 cont7ining the vieHs of our Conference
with rcfcl"'JlllCG to thG VtlF ?nd th,,] pUblicity given its conv-:mtion in
Minnolpolis lqst susmcr. In this article we noted 8spocially th3t we
hold Christ to be tho only Raqd of the Church and divinely called
p3stors s8rv~;nts of tho congl~,::;g'ltion8 and th''it tho Church's only aim
is Uto exhort men through fGith in Christ to sst their hopes and as­
pirqtions on tho horcOeft<Jr rather th!1n on the here."

This Qrticlc was submitted to the editor of the Minneapolis star
and Tribune qnd appc~red in tho 8und~y edition, Sept. 8 J 1957. Re­
sponSGS wore received by both mombers of the Cemmittee from such as
agreed with cur prus~ntaticn snd frem such as vehemently opposed our
stand. The BC9rd of Directors in its Novomber, 1957J meeting read this
releaso 3nd hc~rtily approved the action tqkon by the Press Committee.

The only othor actiVity of your Press Committee occurred a few
weeks a~o when we 8ubmittod an article concorning the 1958 convention
of cur ~cnf0rcncG t~ the editors of four Chicago-newspapers and re­
questod th?t it Rppoar, if 3t all possible, in the SundRy editien
datod AU~U8t 3, 1958.

Thie, th3n, is tho brief report of your Press Committee. Mey God
continue t: use this ccmmittoe to honer and glGrify His hely name and
to publicize thd Biblical ccnfcssion and practice of our beloved
chu rch body!

Respeotfully submitted,

Rev. E. C. Hallstein
Rev. O. W. Sohaefer

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE

Heving duly compared the fin?ncial records of the Condordia Luth-

eran Conforence with prcperly signed vcuohers, statements, receipts,

memos, qnd c1ncel1ed checks, we, the undorsigned, find these records

to be ccrrect and in geod ord3r.
Philip Kraus

AUFr,ust 9, 1958
Rev. P. R. Bloedel
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REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
32

,rrlEREAS the report of the C.T.E. which was accepted by the Con­
ference in convention assembled at Peace Lutheran Church in Tinley
Park, Illinois, states that "it 1f1ould be of great encouragement to
our prospective pastors of tomorrow, as well as to our own pastors,
and 'i testimony to all th~ world 1,,rhich is observing cur practice
that W8 plainly state and affirm cur stand upcn the true doctrine in
th8s,~' mntt,.rs by 8. spcci"\l resolution, soriously urging one another
ev~rywhcro t~ do all that within us lieth, by generous sacrifices of
jOy in the Lcrd, t~ support the ministry in the manner which He has
crdp,inud" •..

BE IT THE~EFOhE RESOLVED THAT:

~ithcut r8s~rv~ti~n we sincerely affirm our stand on that Word of
God which plainly cJrnmands 8nd ordains the full financial support of
cur p'lstors in the effice of the ministry (1 Cor. 9:7-14) and that it
is net ~ God-plo3sing situatisn when congregations expect their pas­
tors to pr2vido the m~jor pprt of their living through secular work
or fer psst0rs to volunteer themselves fer such work outside of their
effice. It is our position, en tho basis of Scripture, that the office

of the ministry (2 Tim. 2:15; 4:2; 1 Tim. 3, 1-7; 4, 12-16; 5, 17)
is indeed a full-time work and that it is not to be despised as an
oasy part-time arrangoment. Also we affirm our stand on that Word of

GOd which solemnly obligates tho members of a Christian congregation
to "communicate" (that is: shRre with or sacrifioe, GR1.6:6-7) of the
temporal blessings which the Lord has bestowed upon them toward the
financial suppsrt of the office of the ministry and that they make
every effort to sacrifice to the extent thAt their pastor~ enjoy the
S8.me livin~ ccnditicns with which the average among thorn is blessed.
It is our Scriptur21 contention that only when these injunctions of
the Lcrd are uph81d and followed among us are we truly demonstrating
our sincero conCern fer retQining the pure teachings of God's Word
ilnd our faith .'J.nd love in Christ Jesus, cur Lord, (Gal.6:8).

RESOLU'TION ¥5.

TNHEREA8 P8~ce Lutheran c~ngregRtion of Tinley Park, Illinois, has
so completely 'lnd generously provided f:::r the helding of eur conven­
tion in their midst, qnd

'11ffi:5:REAS this h'J.s required considerable sacrifi ce cn the part of
this small c:ngregntion with its limited facilities, and

1lffiEREAS we have received rich spiritual blessings through the
divine services and the reception cf thQ S8crament under the auspices
of this ccngregation, and - -

WHEREAS we hqvG th~roughly enjoyed the wonderful hospitality, the
generous mG31s, the p1inst'1king lab8rs of beth pastor and individual
members cf the ccngregsticn in cur behalf, and also the edification
and rich spiritu'11 blassing8 which '''''0 hRve received •••

TH~REFORS BE IT RS80LVED:
Th"it th0 O:mccrdia Luthcr"m Conference express its wholehearted

thRnks and appreci'1tion tc this cn~rea:stion for all that it has dcne
to make (ur c~nvonticn possible 8nd to make our visit here a most
joyful nnd blesged experience.

Respectfully submitted, P.~.Bloedel, dhairman
H.D.Mensing
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MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION
Concordia Lutheran Conference

Held at Peace Ev. Luth. Church
Tinley Park, Ill. Aug. 9-11, 1958

33

The eighth annual convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference
was held at Peace Ev. Luth. Church, Tinley Park, Ill., Aug. 9-11,1958.

The Qonvention proper bog3n Saturday, August 9, at 9:30 a.m. with
a diVino sirvice in which Vice-president E.C.Hallstein preached on
Eph.4:11-14. The host p':.1stor, Rev. H.D.Mensing, served as liturgist.
The offering was received for tho General Treasury of the C.L.~.

AftGr this ssrvice the first session was called to order at 11:15
a.m. by Pres. fl8hlberg. The agenda was presented and discussed. The
motion 1'J''\S carri:'d to 8dopt tho agenda with tho addition on Saturday
at 5 p.m. of an initial report by tho Comm. on Rogistration and Excuses.

The Crodcntials Gommittoe, Pastor Schaefer reporting, presented
its rsport which showod that pastors and lay delegates were present
from the following membor congregations: Peace, Tinloy Park; Christ,
Milwaukee; Trinity, Sigourhey-~uscatine, Iowa; and St. John's, Leba­
non, Oree:on. The following member congregation was represented by
pastor only: St. FRUl's, Empire, Ore. Pastor and representatives were
prcs~nt from the following congregation in fellowship with the C.L.C.:
st. Stephen's, Wilmot, 8.D~ Tho following congregation in fellowship
with the C.L.C. W82 ropresented by pastor onlyt Trinity, Clark, S.D.
The motion "\!Ins carried thRt th'~80 p~stors And lay delegates of member
congrogations be officially suatod at this convention.

The President then read his annual report. The motion was carried
to acsept this report with our wholehearted approval and thanks. The
motion was furthor pRssad that the Vice-presidont be empowered to
appoint a co~mittoe on the Presid0nt l s roport. Tho Rev. Paul Bloedel
and Mr. Victor 310edel were appointed.

The President Gxtended a cordial welcome to all in attendance.
The noom rCCGSS followed.

SATURDAY AFT~RNOON SESSION - AUGUST 9, 1958

The SRturday ~ftornoon session begAn with the singing of hymn 357,
a dovotion b8sed on 1 ~or.l by Pastor Natterer, and a prayer.

P'1stor J.E.Shufelt then read his essay on "Tho Inspiration ef
Scripture." Discus,-,ion follo1rled. The motion 11'18S carri i3d to accept this
essay with our sincere thanks.

A bri8f recess followed.
P?st~r ~.j.H811st0in pros8nted the report of the Committee on Mem­

bership. Two congr~Gqtions requested membership in the Conference: St.
StcphJnls Luthcr:cmjhurch, 1}ilmot,-S.D. Elnd the Lutheran Congr2g?ction
st Sosttlc, 1,"-'lsh. Since ther...] was nothing in their rospective consti­
tutions ~ontr~ry to the ~ord of God and the Lutheran Confessions, upon
recomm,'nd',tion by the Committee the mot~on W8.S unanimously passed to
recoivc those two congregations into membership and to give their re­
presontatives present the st~ndinF of official dolegates.

The Press Comm. then rc~d a rolease prepared for the local news­
papers to the convention for approval. It was accopted.

The elGction of officors now followed.
Upon recommendation by the Soard the motion was carried that the

Nomin3ting Comm. select tho c'mdidEltes for the various Standing Comm­
ittees, but that th0 officors be ncminated and elected by ballot vote
only.

Tho follo1'.1inr< wore nominated for the office of PRESIDENT: H. D.
Mensing, E.CiHalistoin, O.W.Sehaefor, M.L.Natteror, and P.R.Bloedel.
The motion W9S carried th~t on the first ballot the names of all who
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w~re nominqtod appear as the list of candidates. Elected as 34
President: H.D.Monsing.

During the elections Mr. Elfrod Blocd81 bogan the re~dlng of
the Treasurer's report, covering the fiscal year 1957-58.

The following wore nominatud for VICE-PRESID:D.NT; E. L. Mehlberg,
~.L.Nqttaror, J.E.Shufelt, and 0.W.Sch8~fer. E10cted: E.L.Mehlberg.

Tho follo1,rinc: l,rore nominated for SECRETARY: O.i.y,.Schaofer, IvI.L.
Ketterer, E.~.H81istGin, and J.E.Shufelt. Elected: O.W.Schaefer.

The motion was carried to acknowledge with thanks Mr. Julius
Schmitt's ~ift of 8 mimeograph for the use of the Secretary of the
SonfGr~nce as well 98 the former's donation of expensGs in connection
with the mimeogrgphing of tho Conference Proceedings.

Tho motion was carried to thank our Treasurer for the fine work
which ho h~s dono 8nd to tabla the acc8ptance of his report until we
have heard the r~port of the AUditing Comm.

Mr. Philip Kraus then read tho report of the Auditing Comm. It
found the records to be correct and in good ordor. The motion was
carried to adopt this report.

Tho motion W3S passed to accopt the Treasurer's report.
Th0 motion was passed to authorizQ and csrry out the suggestion

of thd trc'.',:1urer of providinS 2. triDlicgte form for the remitting
tro~8ur:r8 of our congre~qtions qnd also a form for billing tho Con­
ferc:nce t r:'''-1,8un:' r.

The fcllo'trinp; 1rwre nomin?ted for THCASURER: E.Bloedel, R.Steinke,
?nd V.Bloedel. Z12ctod: E.Bloedcl.

The Comm. on Rcgistr3tion, Pastor Shufelt reporting, gave its
initial ruport, which showed thgt 7 pastors, 9 l3y delegates, and 23
visitors wero in attendanca. This preliminary report was aocepted.

Adjour~mont at 5:40 p.m. The supper hour followed.

SUNDAY MORNING - AUGUST 10, 1958

The convention communion service was hold SunQay morning, Aug.lO.
Pastor O.''!.Schgefer, 'Vilmot, S.D. pre'1ched the sermon on Luke 19, 41­
48, pointing out the important lessons which the weeping Savior
teaches us. Tho host pastor served 8S liturgist. The offering received
3t this service "'8.'" ~;ivided as follows:' t for the local congregation
and i for tho Seminary Fund of tho ~onforence.

SUNDAY AFT~RNOON SZSSION - AUGUST 10, 1958

Tho Sundav aftsrnoon sossion began with the singing of hymn 228
and a devotion b~sGd on Rom. 8, 16-17 by Pastor Shufelt.

ThE minut88 of the S8.turday ses~ions were road and adopted.
Tho motion WAS pasQod that tho Board Member-at-large be elected

as tho officors w(ro, namely, after a nominatin~ ballot.
The foll01,rinfl w're nomin"'terJ for BOARD IvIE}'IBER-AT-LARGE: Royal Do

Lair, Robert StJinke Sr., Robert Steinke Jr., Henry Reil, Ernest
St:inkc, Victor 310edsl, Julius Schmitt; and Martin Luedtke. With no
majority on the first two ballots, 8. third b9110t was necessary.
Elected: Royal De Lair.

P?,stor Nattorer beg9h the regding of his essay on liThe Place of
the Christi-::.n '}om'3.n in the Church and Home. 11

The NC'IID. Comm. pres nted t1"0 S19.tEJS for COMMITTEE ON MIS'3IONS ~

Rev. E. Mehlborg Rev. E.C.H811stein
Victor Bloedol Julius Schmitt
Royql Dc Lsir Alvin Greiner

The motion WqS csrriQd to add as R third slRte the present mem­
bers of the Com~. on Missions: Rev. N8.tterer, Henry Fischer, and W.
Kofoia. Elected: Pastor H811steln, Julius Schmitt, and Alvin Greiner.
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Two slates of candidates were proposed for the 35
COMMITTSE ON THEOL. EDUCATION:

Rev. H.D.Mensing Rev. M. Natterer
Rev. J.E.Shufelt Rov. P. Bloedel
Lloyd M3rtin Theodore Fischer
Elfred Bloedel Don Hobbs

Th0 motion was carried that the first slate be reVised and the
name of Rev. Mensing be removed since he, 8S President, is ex officio
a m~mber of all committees.

The foll011ing comprised the new slate: Rev. Shufelt, Rev.Schaefer,
Lloyd gqrtin, and Elfred Bloedel. Elected: Pastors Shufelt and Schae­
fer, and Kessrs. Martin nnd E.310edel.

The following werG' nomin3.ted for the pos~.tion of LAYV.tAN on the
Committee on Lutheran Union: Victor Bloedel, Henry Reil, Robert
Steinke Jr., snd Ernest Steinke. With no majority on the first ballot,
a second bqllot was nocessary. Elected: Victor Bloedel.

A brief recess followed.
Pastor Nattor~r continued the reading of his essay.
The fellm"ing s18tes wero presented for the EDITORIAL COMMITTEE:

Rev. P.Bloodel Rev. E. Hallstein
Rev. M. Nltteror Rev. O. Schaefer
August Luft Alvin Greiner

Elected: P stors Bloedel 3nd Natterer and August Luft.
Th8 motien was carried that the essayist supplement his essay

".1ith a p'1rr:;gr3ph on "women working in and out of the home" and submit
it to this convention.

The mction ",13S carried to hear the report of the Comm. on Theo~.

Education qt 6:30 p.m.
The supper hour followed.

SUNDAY EVENING SESSION - AUGUST 10, 1958

This session began 3t 6:30 p.m. with the report of the Comm. on
Theol. Educ3tion road by Pqstor Mensing, chairman. This report pointed
out the great noed for prOViding 8dequate Seminary trAining and also
for 3ffirming our stand on tho Scriptural prinaiples concerning the
support of the ministry. Th8 motion was carried to accept this report
with thanke to the Jummittea fer tho diligent work it has done. The
motion was carried that the Resolutions Committeo draw up a resolution
setting forth the corroct Scriptural principles regarding the support
of the ministry. The motion was unanimously pqssed that we resolve as

our goal the establishment of a Seminary with a fulltime professor­
ship. All 19Y delegatos hqd expressed themselves in favor of this.

The motion was carried to discuss the BUdget item for Sominary
Fuhd at this point. Mr. Roval De Lair, a member of Peace Lutheran
Church, then ro~d to tho delegates a detailed preliminary offer from
his congregation of a suitable piece of land for the Seminary, namely,
about 3 5/8 ~cres of its oun property. The motion was carried that we
who heqrd this preliminary offer express our deep appreciation to
Pesce Lutheran Church for that offer and all the work which its pre­
paration entailed. The motion was carriod that we go on record as
being fqverqbly disposed to this report and authorize the Comm. on
Theol. Zducation to negotiate with Peace Lutheran Church and to pre­
sent the findings of such negotiation to the Board of Directors and
thr'ouo'h the::J.o:=:ro by means of [~ possiblo rofurendum to the member
conf;rog!'l.tions.

The ~otion was carried thqt the C.T.E. consider the letter of an
applicant for ministerial study and bring a recommendation to this
convention. The motion was carried that the former C.T.~. and the
newly-elected C.T.E. meet to consider this application.

Sdjournm0nt at 10:40 p.m.
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MONDAY MORNING SESSION - AUGUST 11, 1958 36

Tha Monday morning session began with the singing of hymn 500,
a dovotion based on Rev. 3 by P3stor E. Hallstein,and a prayer.

The minutes of the Sunday sessions were read and adopted.
The 8nnouncement was made that the combined Committees om Theol.

Education ~oot during the rocess and during the noon hour, if necess­
ary, to discuss the letter of the applicant for ministerial study.

The motion was carried th8t All officers and all committees
elected Dt the convention take office after the close of the conven­
tion, but that tho nowly-elocted President take the chair, if feasible,
on the laet half dav of the convention.

Tho motion WgS~ carried that Mr. M. Luedtke and Mr. H. Ehlers
constitute the BUdget Committee and prosent their report to this con­
vontion.

Pastor ~. C. 2sllstein then presented tho report of the Comm. on
Lutheran ~nion. It stated that during tho past year no meetings were
held with individuals or groups outside of our fellowship. One pastor
in northoastGrn Nebraska who left the Missouri Synod in 1957 seems to
be int r~sted in establishing fellowship with us. The Committee also
ask:'d for reaction from the brethren on "An Invi tation, 11 sent to all
cur pastors in Mev, 1958. The motion was carried to accept this report
With th3nks.

Tho chairman read a report, taken from the Milwaukee Journal,
concerning the Syn. Conference meeting in Cleveland, Ohio. This report
g8ve evidence of the continued leavening in the 1Visccnsin SynOd.

The status of the Norwogian Synod (now the Ev. Lutheran SynOd)
remains tho sarno ~ a suspension of rolations with the Missouri Synod.
The official r6port concerning its latest convontion in June was read
from the Lutheran Sentinel (July 24, 1958).

Discussion no", c<;;,ntered on ITAn Invitation," approved by the Board
in April, 1958, qnd sent to all congregations in May for stUdy and
approval. Four congragatione h2d studied it and gave their app~oval:

Christ,MihT~:lukee; St. Paul's, Empire, Oro.; Trinity, Clark, S.D. and
St. Stephen's, ~ilmot, S.D. Throe congregations had not as yet acted
upon it: P~~ce, Tinley PArk; St.John's, LebAnon, Ore.; and Trinity,
Sigournoy-liluscatino, I01",a.

Tho motion was pqsscd that those congregations which have not as
yet cons ide r ad itA n Invi tat i on II stud Y it and repo rt to the Fres1dent
within a month or two, Rnd if it is approved by all member congrega­
tions, that announcement be made to th3t effect in the Concordia
Lutheran OJ.nd nAn Invitation ll be published in that issue.

A brief report was also given on these pastors and lay people
who in recent months have loft the Wis. Synod for doctrinal reasons.
This group qt prusent publishes its 01.,Tn periodical, the Lutheran
Spoeesm1n.

R~Jess followed.
Pastor Nqttoror gave the report of~the Comm. on Missions. In

connoction with this Pastor Shufelt presented an interest report on
the work in his p~rish. Discussion followed on mission work in general
as it 9ffacts the church and individual Christians. The motion was
passed to adopt tho report of the Comm. on Missions.

The noon hour followod.

MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION - AUGUST 11, 1958

The Mond~y afternoon SOSSiOID began with the singing of hymn 458
and a devotion based on Luko 8, 1-8 by P~stor Paul Bloedel.

The nowly-electod Prosident, Pastor Mensing, now took the chair.
In his preliminqry remarks he exprossed his inadequacy for this office,
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37but also his trust and confidence in tho Lord to help him
perform his duties. He requested all to remember the work of
the Conference and his labors as President in th6ir daily prayers.

Pastor Bloedel presented the report of the Editorial Committee,
cncour~ging the brethren to submit more articles, also news items of
interest froD tho congregations. Tho motion was carried that the essay
by P~etor Nqtterer be printed in installments in the C.L. Pastor
Bloedel ?lso regd the report of the Business M~nager, Mr. Aug. Luft.
It showed thqt as of July 1, 1958, thore Are 144 subscribers to the
C.L. The motion was pAssed to adopt the reports of tho Editorial
Comm. and of tho 3usines8 Manager. The motion was carried that the
~ditor secure such r81i~ious Dubliaqtions which he deems necessary
to h~v8 ~nd that the Pr~8idoni of our Conference also receive sub­
scriptions to thoso pUblications.

Tho mction ~.~R8 c8rr'ied that the Board of Dir8ctors be instructed
to work t01V''l.rd the c3rrying out espo ciAlly of the 6th objective of
theConfof,c.'nco, namely, "Thr9 publication and distribution of orthodox
religioUS books, periodiCAls, ~nd other literaturo for the promotion
of the true fo.ith."

The Press Comm. then gave its report, Pastor Schaefer reporting.
The motion was carried to adopt it.

The motion was co.rri2d that the Vice-president and the Secretary
constitute our regular Press Committee.

The Comm. on Theol. Education gave its report concerning the
applic3tion of Mr. Amil Ulrich of Minneapolis for continuing his
ministorial studios. The Comm. proposod to prepare an achievement
test to determine more cloarly his standing; to offer him courses in
Dogmatics III, Symbolics, Homiletics, Greek Exegosis, Hermeneutics,
and Church ~istory; and to take under adVisement who shAll teach
theee COurSES. The motion was passed to adopt this report.

Pastor Nattcrer offered his additional paragraph on the "working
mother" for the p,pprov8.1 of the convention. The motion was passed to
adopt it 8nd incorporate it into his essay. The motion was passed to
adopt the entire Gssay with thanks.

The motion was passed that the sum of a30.01, left over after
registration.feo expenses h8d been paid, be used to help the Equaliza­
tion Fund ~ccording to tho sugS8stion of the treasurer.

Upon recommbndntion by the 50ard the motion was passed that for
the equaliz9tion of convention expenses the schedule used for the
Board me~tins expenses be followed, with the addition of the item of
lodging expense, nqmaly, actual bus or train fare; 3¢ per mile for a
delegate travelinS alone by car; and 2¢ per mile for each delegate
traveling in one c~r; ~nd that a freewill offering for the a:ualiza­
tion of expenses b'3 ri:Jrnittod from each ccngreg8tion to the Conference
tre88urer within ONE month.

Recess followed.
~:r. M. Luodtke presented the rEJport of t he Bud get Commi tt ee. Afte r

considerable discussion the following budget was unanimously adopted:

This bUdget inclUdes the sum of ~1,200 as
Sigourney-Muscatine. Iowa mission.

to the

• • $3,000
1,125
6,050

250
30

100
300

!~10, 855
subsidy gr8nted

Missions • • • • • • •
C.L.printing, mailing
S80inary Fund •••.
Tr'1v81ing expenses ••
Proceedings • . . . • • •
His cell:::~nEJoUS •. ••
Contingenci0s • • • . . .
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The motion WRS c8rriod that this yeer's Nomin3ting Comm. 38
(Rev. N"ltt<Jrer snd 'lqlter Fischer) again serve for the next con­
vention.

The mattdr of an Essay Committeo was disoussed. The motion was
c8rricd th,t this COITlElittee consist of the ProsidGnt, the Vice-pres­
ident, 0nd Scqrd member-st-large, that it assign assays as soon AS
possible, ~nd that suggestions for essRys ba su~mitted tc them.

ThJ :notion "1"18 csrried th9t the -Comm. on Missions bring a
sug~8Gtion 9S to a ssl~ry 8calo fer our missionAries to the Board
meeting; in f"\lI.

T6c ~ction was p"l8eed thgt next yeAr's convention be held during
the lRttor part of Juno, th0 pl~ce to be determined lRter on.

Tha ~cticn W8S pRssed thot Mr. Julius Schmitt mimeograph the
Procesdings of this convention.

Tho motion w~s pRspod to thqnk those who preparod m3terial for
the ~roc8edings, f~r copies of tho Constitution 2nd Agenda for this
convention, and for fin8nci31 roports.

Tho Co~m. on RosolutiJns, PRstor Bloedel reporting, presented
t",o resolutions:

1) The convontion unRnimously passed R resolution setting
forth ~h8 correct Scriptural principlos concerning the
support of tho ministry. Tho motion ~RS cRrried also to
print this resolution in tho August, 1958, issue of the C.L.

2) The convention pRssod a r08clution expressing its whclo­
ho~rtGd thanks ~nd appreciqtion to Peace Lutheran Church
for qll that it has done to msko our convontion possible
~nd tc make our visit hero a most joyful and blessed ex­
perienco.

A third resolution offered from the floor was also adopted, namely,
th~t th8 convention th8nk all thu officers And SOQmittee members who
serv8d the Sonferance during tho pP,st Y08.r.

Pastor Bloodel F;'V0 tho r0pcrt of tho jomm. on the President's
annual report. It found eV0rything to be accurate and edifying and
expressed thank c tc Paster Mehlberg for his sincere and painstaking
Ip,bors, undc3r God's zrace, in behAlf of our 'Jonference. The report
of this com~itt8Q was adopted.

Tho final rcpcrt ef the Corns. on Registration showed 7 pastors,
10 lay delegates, 8nd 41 visitors in attendanco, It was accepted.

The Jo~m. an Excuses reccm~8ndGd thst Mr. Royal De Lair be ex­
cused pqrt-ti~e fo~ vqlid reasons. The ccnventicn concurred.

Th,' Dotion vas pqssed that in the Proceedings cnly the names of
the delogates be printed and the total number of visitors be given.

Tho ~inutes of the ~cndqy sossions were ,read and adopted.
''lith 811 busin,3s8 itmTls gttondod to, the 1958 cchventien C3me to

q clese with the singin~ of hymn 50 qnd a prayer by Pres. Mensing.
Adjcurn~Gnt fsllcwcd at 5:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

O. W. Schaefer, Secretary

SOLI DE: 0 GLORIA:
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