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SERMON DELIVERED AT THE OPENING SZRVICE AUGUST 24 2

by President E.L.Mehlberg
on

Ephesians 4,1-6

Convontion of the Concordia Lutheran Conferenco
~ilmot, South Dakota August 24-26, 1957

In Christ, belovod of tho Lord:

By the Lord'S rich gr3cc and mercy we have been permittod once
more to assemblo for the convention of our beloved Conference.

~e have come together for the purpose of strengthening each
other in our Christian faith and lifo by means of GOd's ~ord in order
that the name of our glorious Lerd may bs hallowod, His kingdom come to
us and othC'rs every",here, and thRt His good 1'J1ll may be done among us
on e8rth as it i8 don0 in heAvon.

In order that thoso great spiritual blossings may flow down
upon UP ~nd into our hearts 3nd lives more freely and abundantly we
have set aside this pro-conv(;ntien service to give oursolves special
opportunity to join our VOices first in thanksgiving and praise to the
Lord for all His benefits, tc commit all our undertakings into His
grncious h9nds, to join in prayer to Him for strength and succoss for
the work of His Church, and te rJcoive the life-giv1ng exhortation ef
His l'lord.

Our text is such a wcrd of exhortqtion which may tho Lord use
to drsw us closor to Him and censequently to each ether in the procious
fellowship of the Gospel.

Tho apostle Paul had just finished reminding his EphGsian
brethren and all Christian roqders of the glorious Gospel of life into
Which pesso9sicn they had come by faith in Jesus. Now he proceeds to
impress upon all Christi2ns the urgency of holding fast that Gospel.
In dcing this he becomes a bit personal in order to help his brethren
to ~ppreciatG the soriousness And grAvity of tho situntion.

He SClYS, "I thorefore, tho prisoner of the Lord, bcse0ch yeu."
If nnyonc ml~ht hAve boen inclined to take Pnul's words a bit lightly,
his reference to his being a prisoner of tho Lord wculd bring such a
eno bgck to some very seber and wholesome reflections. Paul W3S net be­
seoching anycne on his own authority, but by tho Lord'S autherity alene.
;nd no one could justly doubt or undorestimate Paul's words b~causG it
W~8 his co~plcte dedication to the Lore that had caused hiD tc be taken
BS a prisoner ef tho ~t~tQ to Ramo frem which he thon wrote this l~ttcr.

In ch9ins, as tho Lord'A prisoner, as one who iR B vcrv speciol servant
cf Gad, haVing 8 v0ry special m08sago frcm ~he Lord, Paul bes0ochos,
eqrnestly plesds that every :.eber-mindcd Ghristian ~hculd tqk~ his words
to heart. Tho exhortation of our text which was so iopcrtnnt for tho
Ephcsians and for the Christians of tho9G days and which is also so very
impertqnt for us, too, in this age of unionism and disunity, is this:

ENDEAVOR TO KEEP THE UNITY OF TH: SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF P&1CE~

I.

1~hat is the unity ef the Spirit which the Lord through the
~outh of his prisoner so beseechingly urges us to kcep1 The unity of
tho Spirit is tho onenoss of faith wh0rcby we are joined to Christ
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through His ~ord by tho Holy Spirit into one spiritual body of 3
boliC'vers. That is estrtblished by our text: "There i8 one body, and
ene Spirit, even as ye are cnllod in one hepe of your oalling; One
Lord, onG faith, one baptism, onG God ~nd Fathor of all, who is abovo
9.11, and through all, and in you all. II

By means of Hie Holy Spirit God has through the written Word
revealed Himself to us as our Fathor. In that Word God haa revealed to
all men thqt they are by birth sinners undor tho control of Satan,
('nomies of God, and doomo d to ete rna 1 damnat ion. In t hat liard He haa
31sc revoRled that in His fatherly pity and love for us lost 8inn~rs

He scnt His Son, our Lord And Savier. Josus, into the world to redeem
the world from sin, death, and hell in erder that through His blood
shed for all men on the cross forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation
might bo scoured.

It is through the operation of tho Holy Spirit that Gcd by
His ~"'ord croatos now lifo in the hO~trt8 of sinners. Through tho Sacra­
mont of Baptism Ho bestows forgivonoss of sins, delivers from dcath and
the devil, and gives eternal 9Rlvaticn to all who boliove, as thv warda
and promises of God doclare.

Yos, tho Spirit of God by the wator and tho ~ord bestows upon
sinners s~ving faith in JOSU8, rescuing thG~ from etGrnal death and
tr~ns13ting them into tho Kin~dcm of grace. It i8 thore in tho Kingdom
of grace that they no~ know God as their Fathor, their loving Creator
and Pre8erVer, Jesus as their blessed Ssvior and Rt.:'dccmcr, and the
Holy Ghost as their Comforter and Sanctifier.

Such reborn Christians alse learn through tho enlightening
power of the Hely Spirit by tho Wcrd th9t this 831v~t10n Which thoy
hgve ottainDd i8 a free gift of Gad's leve. For the ~po8tle tolls tho
Ephesians in this letter: "By grace Are yo sDved through faith; and
that not of yours::lves: it 1e the (Tift of God: not of works, lest any
m,:m ~hculo bogst." They learn tho comforting fact that God 'e love al­
ready had sought them out for salvation even before they were born;
yes, even before the found9tinns of the world were laid. Tho apostlo
dirscts the attention of his read~rs to that blessed fact in the begin­
nin; of this letter when he exclaims tc tho brethren with gsrctful
heart to the Lord: "Blessed be the God End Father cf our Lord Jesus
Shrist, who hgth blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in 0hri q t; accerding as he hath chosen us in him before the
feundation of the world, that we should be holy and ~itheut blame be­
foro him in love."

And 80 it W88 through faith in Jesus that these reborn 8inners
in the Ephesian congregation found themselves united into cne spiritual
body by tho one Holy Spirit; th3t thay had enG hepe fer salvaticn,
na~ely, Je8us l blood and rightoousness. They reCOGnized ene Lerd whom
thoy new loved and obeyed. One faith they confessed, cn8 baptism of
life which thoy adT.inistercd. Yes, they ~ror3hipP0d one God ~~d F3ther
of all Who is sbove all, who is in all Christian hearts with His saving
grace, and who works through them 8C thst the procicus GospGl of lifo
is 3h~red with the brethren tc th~ edification and strengthening ef
their own faith and to the salvation of other roule who y~t ar0 te be
added to God's flock by the tc~timcny and operation of th~ Spirit.

In that blessed unity of the Spirit the Ephesians were liVing
when P9ul addressed these words ts them. And in that same blessed
unity of the Spirit we hero find ourselves 9.8 a result of the selfsame
work of the same Spirit.

New it is God'~ oarnest dosire that wo truly appreciato and
keep that blo8~ing cf tho unity ef thO Spirit. For that reason the
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apostle pleads: "r therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 4
you thqt ye walk worthy of tho vecation wherewith ye arc called •••
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."

II.

How can we keep this ~ost precious possession, the unity of
the Spirit'? Paul explains: "''Tith all lowliness and moekness, with long­
8uff8ring, forebearing one another in love; endeavoring to keep the
uni ty of the Spiri t in the bond of peace."

What has lowlinoss and meekness to do with keeping the unity
of th0 Spirit? h sinner becomes humble and meck through faith in Jesus.
He now sees his sins in their truo light and th8.t humbles him. He re­
alizGs that he deserves nothing but shame, disgrace, death and hell.
He recognizGs thqt God in mercy hAS redeGm~d him by the bloed ef Jesue
and hS9 fergiven him all hie sins, freely giVing him heavenly honor,
lifo, and etcrn3l s~lv~tion. The mere a poor sinner thinks abeut this
wonderful gift of GOd's freo gr~cG, the mere lowly and meek he becomes:
that i8 the way the Spirit of Ged works in his heart, making him ever
more t~9nkful tc the Lord fer h~ving redoomed hi~ ~oul from S~tan and
hell and for having le~ him inte precious coomunion with his God and
Savior. Such ~ Christian wants to held en to the Word of the Lord in
its truth and purity at all costs because it is his life, his joy, his
p~acc, and salvation.

Thore is danger evor presnt that tho Christian stops buing
meek and lowly becau80 the devil of pride continuos to dwoll in his
wicked flesh. Tho flesh d088 not like to heor tho humbling message of
tho Gospel. It prompts the Christian constantly tc contradict the ~1ord

of God. How quickly we m~y fgll into the sin of pridu~ How of tun h3s not
the sin of pride created cissension and disruption a~ong brethren and
Christian congregations! ~e knew this from bitter experience and God's
('!ord leaves no doubt sbout that in cur ~inds. "God resisteth the proud,
but giveth gr,'1co unto the humble. II Let that hUr.lble us 3.nd help us meekly
tc ende3vor to keop the unity of the Spirit in the bend of peacu~

Yes, lowliness and meekness is an important part of OUr
Christian charactar. It i8 net something we are bern with; it is a gift
of God's Spirit. By daily fighting Rgainst our sinful pride and by
pr3yerfully cultivating the spirit of lowliness and ~oekness ameng the
brethren 3nd in 811 our other relationships, wo arc endeavoring to keep
tho unity of tho Spirit in the bond of peace.

The apontle mentions additional qualities which are essential
to our Christiqn character if we are tc have an attitude which endeavors
to kpep the unity of tho Spirit in the bend of peace: IIl.nth longsuffer­
ing, forbearing ene another in lova."

We Christians all havo our woakne~8es, our fRilings, and
shortcomings. Yes, we d9ily sin mUch and indeed deserve ncthing but
punishment. Brethren have to be patient 8nd longsufforing with each
ether for th3t reqscn. They muet boar with the woak and overlock and
forgive much in each other. ~hen A brother slips into a sin, thG
brethren should not cast him off i~2ediately as a heretic and a heathon,
but seek in tho spirit of love to roscue the erring brethur from his
error. ll/hen 13 brother falls into sin, let us reflect in cur ONn mind
3nd rODombcr that it could just ae well h~vG been our ewn sulf but by
the grace ef Goa which prosurvad us. Th0n let us in gratitude tc the
Lerd fer hqving spared us seek with lov0 and genuino eympathy to bring
the errin~ brother bgck to the pAth of lifo. PAul directs us to the
ri3"ht attitude in his letter to the G31atians: "Brethren, if a man be

1957 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

www.concordialutheranconf.com



evcrtakon in a fault. yo which are spiritual, rest ere such an 5
cne in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou
also be tempted. Bear ye one anothor's burdons, ~no so fulfil tho law
of Christ. Fer if a man think himRclf te be something when he i8
nothing, he doc6'ivcth himself. 1I And in this present letter the apostle
cxhertA: "Let all bittorneee, qne t"rath, and anger and olamour, and
evil speaking bo put away frem you, with all ~alioe. ann be kind one
to ~ncther. tenderhearted, forgiving ono another, even as God for
:)hri~t 's sake hath fergiven you."

On tho other hand, if a brother after Christian admonition
stubbornly refuses to give up his fal~e doctrine or ungodly life. it
will not d~ to be patient and longsuffering with him. By dcfonding and
refusing to give up his error he has broken tho unity of tho Spirit.
He h~g separated himself from the fcllcw8hip of the Holy Spirit and
ccnscquGntlV also frem tho spiritual fellowship of his brethron in the
fqith. The only way that the precious unity of the Spirit can be rc·
stor0d is by repentantly forsaking his sin. so that the Spirit will
come back into his h0art again. So long as such a brother ccntinuos in
his sin, we are to have no church fellowship with him because he has
broken the unity ef the Spirit, he has seve rod the spiritual tie which
beund him to Christ anc to UR his brethren in the faith. Tho Holy
Spirit directs us in pas~agee like Matthew 18. 15-17 and Remans 16. 17.
hew te deal with such errorists.

If we would continue to fellowship with such a persist8nt
errerist, we would thereby shew that we are more concerned about keep­
ing th~ external unity of congregational ~Gmbcr8hip than we are about
keeping the unity of the Spirit. In that caso we would bo ~oro concerned
about keeping external peace in the congregation than about keeping
the bend of peace Which is based en the unity ef the Spirit.

The P9me applie~ to fellowship in a conference with other
congregations qn~ synods. if after repeated admonition an erring sister
synod persists in its errors, we Dust soparate fr0m the off~nder

9ccording te God's com~8nd. If we de not, we thereby indioate that we
actually leve and rcspect and prize mor0 highly tho external unity of
the synooical organization than the unity of the Spirit.

Christiqns who out of love to Christ faithfully act according
te Gen's Word in all the situations ef their life; they are the truQ
~ember8. the true builders, the true defenders of Zion. Their chief
concorn is to endeavor to keep tho unity of tho Spirit in thG bend of
peaC0. For thqt ro~son they strivo daily to conduct tho~sGlves with all
lowliness '-':lDd meekness, and exorcise longsuff2ring, forbearing enc
another in love. That kind of ccnduct anong brGth~on nakee fer p, ace.
Yes, in that rnannc'r alene, by hoeding the Hord of God, we mal{c the W9.y
clear fer the Holy Ghost to work repentance in the hearts ef those who
hav0 gene astray and to incroase and strengthen our own faith S0 that
wo are welded mOrc firmly to Christ eur Rcdc~nor and to oach other in
the unity of the Spirit.

~ccordingly, since the unity of the Spirit is our most prized
possession here on earth, 3nd by the unQoritcd grace ef Ged it has beon
bestowed upon us by faith, let us cherish it and with gratoful hearts
to the Lord fellow His blessod exhortation tc endeaver te keep it. We
will therefore through the Spirit put off ccncorning the former ccn­
versaticn the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful
lusts; ~nd be renewed in the epirit of cur mind. ao that we do not
grieve the Holy Spirit whereby we are sealed unte the day of redomption.
l'le '",111 d3ily put on the now l!}pn which after God is cre8ted in right­
eousness and true holiness. ~e will have no fellowship with the
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unfrui tful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 've will walk 6
circumepoctly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming tho time because
the days are evil; underst3nding what the will ef the Lord is, filled
with the Spirit, speRking to ourselvos with p8alms and hy~ns and
spirituRl sengs, Ringing and makin~ melody in our hearts to the Lord;
siving thanks always for qll things unto Ged and the Father in the
ng~e of cur Lord Josus Chriet; submitting oursolves one to another in
the fcgr of Gcd. 'lith tho Spirit's help wo 1I'ill henceforth be nc oore
children, tossed tc and fro and carried about with every wind of doc­
trine, by tho sleight of mon, 9nd cunning craftiness, whereby they lie
in wait te deceive; but Gpcqking the truth in love, we will grow up
into Him in 811 things, which ie th0 HC9d, ovon Christ.

nIl this blessedno8s which the apostle describes fer us in
this Epistle is curs through our pcssession cf the unity of the Spirit,
brethren! Let us ondo9vor to keop it~ May thu Lcrd gr~nt this cur
hU11ble petition upon us all: "NcT" untc hiP-'! thFlt is able to de exceeding
1bundantly qbovc qll that we 8sk or think, 8cccrding tc tho power that
wcrkoth in us, untc Him be ~lcry in the church by Christ Jesus through­
out all agos, world \'iithout end. ~.r.len."
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SERMON DELIVERED AT THE SUNDAY SERVICE

by Rev. Paul Bloedel
Empire, Oregon

on
1 Cor.15, 58

Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference
Wilmot, South Dakota Aug. 24-26, 1957

Beloved friends in Christ,

1

The devil, the world, and our sinful flesh would like nothing
better than to discourage us in our work for Christ and in our stand
for the pure teachings of His 'lord. And, humanly speaking, we ",.,ould
indeed have much to be discouraged about. 7 years have passed since we
were forced to break away from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod be­
cause of that body's persistent toleration of error in doctrine and
practice and to form our own orthodox Lutheran Conference. But even in
that nevrly formed group we encountered one discouragement after another
both in our respective congregations as the result of unfaithful mem­
bers and also in our Conference at the hands of false brethren.

During the past 2 years an entire faction within our Conference
began to uphold and defend the president of our seminary who had de­
fected from the Truth by insisting on being able to fellowship with a
member of the 'fiscons in Synod who for non-sc riptural reasons refused to
acknowledge us pUblicly as brethren and publicly to dofend our Scrip­
tural position. ~hile insisting on a false fellowship with this par­
ticular member of the 'Hsconsin Synod the president of our seminary at
the same time severed his fello~ship with one of our brethren who
challenged the veracity of his stand and also terminated his fellowship
with all oth~rs who questionod 11i9 position. Consequently we have been
forced to re-align ourselves under the banner of the Truth which "cannot
be broken ll and which is "a Lamp unto ou!' feet and a Light unto cur path."
But even since our former brethren in Minneapolis have terminated their
fellowsbip with us, our work has not been without disappointment and
disheartening experiences. For this reason I have chosen as our text
for this mornin~'s meditation a portion of God's '1ord which loads us to
consid0r as our theme the question: --

~mAT SHOULD ENCOURAGE US TO RSMAIN FAITHFUL IN THE HaRK ~·ltnCH WE
HAVE BE::N PURSUING?

In answor to this question, our text reminds us:

1. that our work is the work of the Lord.
2. that our labor is not in vain in the Lord.

Mav God the Holy Ghost bless the consideration of His Word

1.

. . .

In this day of fast living, chango, and what tho world calls
"progress", many so-called Christians, pastors, congregatione, and
entire church bodias have becom8 inf~ctod with tho idea of change and
departure from the old pathe of th< Scriptures. They actually set
forth a changing Christ for a chanGing world, a more attractive
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message for a more progressive humanity. But morally and ep1r- 8
itually humanity ae such sinco the fall always remains the sama,
for "they are 311 gone aside, they are alto~ethor become filthy:
there is none that doeth good, no, not onc. l (Ps.14:3) "Thero is not
a just m3n upon eF.lrth, that doeth good, and sinneth not." (Ecc1.7:20).
It must be 83id of all men that they are conceivad in inquity and born
in sin. .

But natural man does not rCDllze this: It is tho religion of natur­
al man, tho rcli310n of our sinful flesh, that every person as he is
born into this world has some good in him and that, although no one is
perfect, yet as long as onc trios to do what he thinks is good and
right, God will overlook his bad qU8litics and will surely take him to
heavan. Such ie the religion of all heathen from tho most ignorant
p3gan to the most learned and versatile mcmbur of the Masonic lodgo.
And even ffiqny so-called Chri?tian churches mix Law and Gospel to such
an extent that thoir members actually arc made to believe that they can
91ve themselves by striving to keep the Law of God or that they can at
least help along toward their s~lvation by their good works. Many think
that by liVing an outw8rdly morpl ~nd decent life they are sure to gain
the f~vor of God. But how contrary such notions arc to what is plainly
taught in the Holy Scripturus.

In the holy Scirptures we are told that the "imagination of manlo
he qrt is ev il from his yout hn , that "ou t of the hea rt proceed evil
thoughts. murders, adulteries, fornic9tions, thefts, falsc witness,
bl8.sphcmics" ,that if it were even possible for man to ke2p tho ,.,.ho18
law and yet if he wcrO to disobey the law in only ono point. in his
thoughts, words or deeds, GOd's jUdgment upon such a person is that
"he is gUilty of 8.11". And the Scriptures make it cloar that all who
')ro ~uilty of breaking Goa's Law nre condomncd to eternal punishment
in the flames of hell, IIfor the wot(~:cs of eill is death II and lithe soul
that sinncth it sh.'Jll die. 1I

It is, therefore, the work of the Lord through Hie Law to bring
man to tho realization of his uttor sinfulness and damnableness in
God's sight, to cause man to know himself 3S he roally is, n~mely,

without true fear and love and trust in God, without tho minutest
portion of tightaousn~ss, with only a stl'ong inclination. yes, with
only the sbility to do that ~hich is evil and wicked, with a mind which
a08S not h3v0 the slifhtest will to do that which is pleasing to God
or to accept His ~ord. Thus God d~ecribes mqn as bcin3 spiritually
dead, 8piritu~11y blind and an enomy of God, ~nd that all hi8 best
works arc as filthy r8.gs. It is. thorofore, tho work of the Lord through
His Law to cause a porson to be stricken ~ith torror on Rccount of hie
sins and to cry out in despair 3S did Luther in his monkhood days:
liMy sins. my sins, my sins~1I It is God's pU'rpose through tho law to
bring mankind to tho brink of dospair. Like the blows of a crushing
hammar, tho Law destroys the pride and sclf-righteousn~88 in man and
CqUSOS him to soo at every turn his worthlessness, his wretchodness,
hie hopelessness, hie spiritu31 poverty, his dLscrving of nothing but
temporal doath and eternal damnRtion from God, that there is nothing
he can do to carn God's favor, th~t he cannot oven possibly begin to
earn salV'::ltion for himpolf. Thit i8 the 1WRK OF THE LanD through Hie
L9''': But tho vork of the Lord do<:'s not stop there, for "the Lord is
not willing that any should perish, II Ho doC's not tak(; pl,:asurc in tho
death of the wicked, but w9nts 811 men to b0 savou. He has thoroforo
provldsd a way of full Rnd fre~ salvation fer all mon in tho Gospel.
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Through the Gospel it 18 the work of the Lord to doclare to 9
those who, through the Law, havo become terrified in thoir hearts
~ind minds because of their sins: "Son, be of good cheer, thy eins
b:- forrdvon thee." But docp not such a pronouncement of forgiveness
contr8dict the Law with its pronouncement of condemnation? Not at all:
God does not and h~s never reg3rded sin as a light matter. He never
overlooks sin, its guilt, or its punishment, for He iB a righteous,
just and holy God, and if He should mark our sins against us, all of
us would be condcmnod. But God, in His tender and abundant grace and
mercy, praparod 9 p13D of salV3tion for man even before HG laid the
found8tions of this 1,'orld ~l1d universe. Ho put this wondrous plan into
0ffsct when, 8ft€r the fall of m8n into sin, He promised to our first
p3rcnts a S~VIOR: And "~hon tho fulno8s of the time was como, God sent
forth His Son, m""1do of n womnn .•• " Yes, our Jesus placed Himself under
the Law 9nd in our steqd He fulfilled th9t L3w of God perfectly in
thought, word, ~nd deed, for in Him there was no sin neither was any
guile found in His mouth. Our Josus also Buffered the eternal condomna­
tion in hell which we deserved by our sins, for all our sins have been
marlwd against Him. Yes, the "Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us
911"; God has "made Him who know no sin to be sin for us; that we miBht
be made the ria:hteousnoss of God in Him." "Christ hath redeemed us from
the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us." ThUS, in Christ "we
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according
to tho riches of His grace." It is thlc::refore the work of the Lord
through tho Gospel to point men to Jesus, "tho Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of tho world."

Now it is the will of God thnt His work, throu~h the proper preach­
ing of the Law 9nd of the Gospol, be carried on by the beliovers in
jhrist, y88, by us Christi~ns. This is our nIl-important duty and our
greqtest privilege ~s children of God, namely, th~t we as individual
~hri~ti9ns, as pastors, as congree8tions, and as n conference show men
their sins and tho wrath of God through the Law and, through th~ Gospel,
show them their Savior and the grace of God and, to this end, declare
unto men the whole counsel of God, adhere to the Word of God in its
full Truth and purity, and contend for the faith once delivered te the
8aint~ that the Law may not loso its fury and its t8rrors and that the
Gospel may not loso ita sweetness and its comfort. Yos, this is our
work and it is the work of tho Lord: It i o thorefore the work of-rho
Lord when individual ChriRtianp 8bido by tho pure teachings of GOd's
Word in doctrine and life, for thus Jesus calls thom tho "light of the
world" ;lnd the "salt of the e:'1rth. 1I It is the work of the Lord When a
group of Christians in a locality establish for themselves tho offico
of the ministry for tho public proclamation of the ~ord of God and for
the public administr~tion of tho Sacraments. It is the work of the Lord
when Christian pastors fulfil the Gutios of· their office te the best of
their ability and in accordanco with God's Word, riBhtly dividing the
Word of Truth and making full proof of thoir ministry. It is the work
of the Lord When congregations who are faithful to the pure toachings
of GOd's 1'!ord group themselvop. tOGether in a conference such as ours
for the pUrpOAG of botter fulfilling the command of tho Lord: "Go ye
into all the world .•• 11 IIGo yo, therefore, nnd t08.ch all nntione ... "
"Yo shall be ""itne8S0s unto Mo •.. unto tho uttermost parts of tho
earth. II And so, our work is indeed the worl~ of the Lord, and because
it is the work of the Lord, and not merely our work, we should nevor be
discouraged, but should rather be encouraged to be more and more faith­
ful in the performance of this work oven as St. Paul writes in our
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text: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, 10
i1h7!=1YS abounding in the '",ork of the Lord. l1 And ho continuos in the
s.:cond part of our text: "Forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not
in vain in the Lord. 1I

II.

This also should encourage us in the work which we have been pur­
suing, n~mely, that our labor is not wasted, that our ~ork is not in
vain in the Lord.

It is indeed a sad thing when a person labors in vain. Think of
the great disappointment of a gardener or of a farmer who, efter care­
fUlly workinf- up his ground, fertilizing it, planting the seed, culti­
vating the t0nder pl~nts, findA in the ond a failure of harvest and
that all his labor hAe boon in vain. And so also in other vocations and
professiotis --- oftentimeo much work is spent in vain. But there 1s one
profession in which our labor i8 never in vain, and that is in tho work
of thE: Lord.

Certainly there Arc times when we may feel that our work for tho
Lord 1~ in vain, that nothing is being accomplished, that tho church
is not growing. Yes, there are times when God does not permit us to
reco~nize the fruits of our labor in His vineyard. So also it was with
Elijah, in tho Old Te8tament, who requested the Lord to let him die
bGc~woe hifl preaching seemod to him to be in vain. The Lord, however,
rcv~9lGd to him that his work ~as not wasted and that there were 7,000
people in Israol w~o had not followed the gods of the heathen. And 80
aleo our text assureR us: "Foraemuch as ye ltnow that your labor is not
in vain in the Lord."

GOd'e ~ord is never professed or preached in vain. An individual
Christian, a pAstor, a congregation, or a cohforonco working with this
nOl'O is not working in vain. Our official poriodical, the Concordia
Lutheran, inasmuch as it sots forth the pure toachings of Gad's Word,
is not being pUbli8hcd in vain. Thus God declares conccrning Hie Word:
"As the rA1 n cometh down Fmd tho snow from he9.vcn, and returneth not
thithl?r, etc. It Hero God plainly statOR that Hie ~"ord ~'ill accomplish
ju~t eX!=1otly what He wants it to accomplish; it will bring about that
purpose for which He intended it and for which He had it sent among
the children of m2n. It is simply our duty te p0rform the work of the
Lord, te shout the glad tidings of salvation to a world lost in the
darknese of Rin and unbelief, to proclaim tho Word of God in its full
truth and purity -- ~nd our God assures us th8t this, our work, is not
in vain but that it will 3cccmplish His purpose in the hearts of men.
He it is whc adds tc the church daily such as should be saved. And cven
though we mqy not be so fortunato as to 80e the abundant fruit of our
laber here in this world, Y0t, on the last ~ay we will soc what God,
throup:h our l"Ol'lt, hAS :lcccnplish<3d, l1forElsmuch as ~NC tmo ....' that our
13bor-is ~ot in v~in in the Lord." This also then should encourago us
groatly to be fqithful in the work which we hovo boen pursuing~

Now, as wc approsch the Lord's table this morning, let ue search
our hc?rts on thG bgsis of the ~}ord of God which we have hegrd. How
oft'::n h::lve we not murmur'Jd Or compl'"lined, if net openly, at least in
our hoArts, 9bout tho hnrdships, the trinls, the disappointmonts, the
afflictions and the pcrsocution8 which have come upon us as tho r~sult

of the ,,,,ork ,.I11i ch we h~vo bc:n pu rsuin~: new afton hpvo we not fo It
discouraged b~c8uso of the slow amount-of outward growth which our
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cengregations havo experienced! How often have we not felt that we 11
h3VO ~ork0d so hard for the Lord and that God has not blessed our
l::lbors: 1'lhon such thoughts fill our hearts and minos, let us go to
the way of sorrows in Jerusalem and there seo Jesus, w~aring a crown
of thorns and bearing a heavy cross, laden also with the budon of our
eins. Ho is not complaining Or murmuring, although His closest dis­
ciples ~ave forsaken Him. He dOGS not say: "The way is too long; the
burden is toe heavy. II Nethin3 could discourage Him in the work which
He did for us. Should anything discournge us in the work which wu would
de fer Him? Lookin3 upon Jesus And th0 work which He did for us, must
we not confc8 c th~t wo ~ro indeod unprofitable servants?

May we, therefore, with tho holp of Him who worketh in us both to
""ill and to do of His gOOd pleasure, eRrnestly rcsolvG to heed morc
fervently the '~lords cf our text: ".38 yo eteadfo'st, unmoveablo, ever
9boundin~ in tho work of the Lord, fora8much as yo know that your
labor ip not in vain in tho Lord. II And to this end may this Hely 59.c­
r9mont of Shri~t's true body and bleod strengthen and uphold us in 8ur
faith and preservo in us the necsPRary courage to remain faithful in
the work which we hgve been pursuing~

Amen.
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THE NATURE OF A TRUE STATE OF CONFESSION, ESPECIALLY 12
ON THE PART OF A CHURCH BODY

Essay presented by Rev. P. Bloedel

to the Convention, Aug.25, 1957

"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I con­
fess also before my Father which is in heaven." Matt.10:32. On the basis
of this passage every Christian is con~tantly in a state of confession
ov~r against all error in doctrine and practioe. SUch a state of con­
fession includes all forthright testimony by word and by deed in favor
of the truth and against all error and false doctrine. A state ot con­
fession in this sense (the wider sense) is simply the true Christian's
personal witness bearing for Christ in accordance with the Savior's
injunction: "Ye shall be lt1itnesses unto Me ••• unto the uttermost parts
of the earth." Acts 1:8.

This term, however, due to ecclesiastical usage, is used, theol­
ogically, to express a position which true Christians, orthodox congre­
gations, or larger orthodox church bodies must take when they find them­
selves in a heterodox grou~ or when error in doctrine or practice has
gained a foothold in a former orthodox group in which they hold member­
ship. The situation whic~ therefore calls for such a state of confesRion
msy involve a member over against his congregation, a cong~gation over
against a synod or conference, or an entire synod over against sister
synods. Tn each of these several cases the same passages of Holy ~rit

apply. After a brief sketch of the historical background of "status
confess i onis" "18 will coneid er those port ions of Sc ript u re whi ch are
most pertinent to this subject and, on the basis of sound doctrine, make
our practical applications and discuss cases of caSUistry.

1.

The accessible hif1torical mntoriDl concerning "status confessionis ll

ip 80 indcfinit0 and V~3UG 8S to thu meRning of the term and its impli­
~~tions th~t one 1s not amazed at all the confusicn which hAA centered
itself around this torm.

,The 8ss'3vist mU8t dcclqrJ nt the very outret thqt hi' doer: not know
~.."here, when, or how thiA tlJMn, " R t9tUB confcRGionis", origirwted. As far
~s his knowlodge goce, on tho b~si3 of the inform~tion which ho ~38 at
n~nd in his 11brnry, th~ fir8t appearanco which th~ occloeiaoticsl torm,
Ilst·;tUE! confes8ionis", mCldl) on tho P:Jgos of ,Luthernn Hifltory SO(;ffiS to
h'ivc boen in the Proceedings of tho] Synodic:'ll Conference, 1375, pp.24-26,
Where \'1C' rO"'d: liThe question iS~8kcd, H,ly one prA.ctice church fellowship
~rith 1. minister who is a merr.bi.'~ of ~ body ,,'hich tolcre,tGs chiliasm, but
'.."ho r tJj<"ct8 thie n'rOr snd pUblicly tcstific8 9.gninRt it? 'Ih8 following
3nBwer W3S ~ivon: Th~t ~ould bL unionirm. Only than would such fcllow­
Jhip be permitted whon such a mnmbor wore found in tho confoE!sion91 state
(in st'"tu confc88ion1s), th?t is, Nhcn be informs his synod openly -
'I roJect thi8 doctrino, but since I c8nnot in fAirnoss dCffisnd thqt you
2h?<ro my conviction ovc.rnight, I "1l.l1 rCffitlin ",ith you in the hope that
this mqy finFtlly come qbout. 1 Such '1 mcmbc.'r must continue to testify in
public conv~ntion 2nd pcriodic31e ~g1inst such error and mak~ no secrot
of his int~ntion to h~vG tho eynod finqlly join him in rejecting false
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doctrine, th~ alternative being that he would leave the synodical 13
union. Of course, there are such as d~clare that they would resign,
but do not carry this out. In this way someone may be a momber of such
a synod under protests for a while, 80 long as his testimony i8 not
prohibited and he may still hope that it will boar fruit. Just when the
momcmt of resignation m~v have come must probably bo left to tho con­
sci~nC0 of th0 individual ..• There ie a great diff6renco botween enter­
ing a unionistic body and baing forced to leave it. The first is not
pcrmiss~blc under any circumpt3nccs; in the latter caso it may be
nrcos8Dry to remain for a shorter or longer period of time for the pur­
p08e of t.cstif'ling againRt error."

This statement from tho Synodical Conf0rcnce Proceedings is far
from b~in3 unmistakably clear. Consequently it can b~ and has been Gross­
ly misused contr8ry to clear Biblical pronouncernonte. On8 of tho greCitcst
faults of this Synodical Conf0runcc st3tcmont is that it offers no
Scriptural prOOf for its assortions and thus yields itself to ambi8uity.
It doc:s not definu II s tatu8 conf088ioni8" but cites an example of its
practice. It speake of tho possibility that it II mf.J.y be necllssary to ro­
mqin (in 8 unionistic body) for 8 shorter or a lonGer period of time for
the purpose of testifying '9!3'JinAt error", but doce not stipulate how one
in such a position must act with r0gArd to the practice of religious
fellowship With the corporate body or with its adherents and constitu­
ents. Thus, in recent yeRrs, much confusion has resulted OVer the use
ofth i8 t fJ rm .

In 1889 in the convention discussion of a portion of Pieper's
es gay, "The Diffo rwance BehToon 0 rthodox and Het 0 rodox Churche s. II whic h
wns delivered before thQ Southern DistriCt-Convention of the Missouri
Synod, the question was asked: "'''hat about 8ccepting tho position of
sponsor for a child in a heterodox church?" A portion of tho answer,
3.ppa rent ly given by the es sayi at, inc lude s th.a follo,.,ing: "Ac ccpt i ng the
poeition of a sponAor is n church mntter. A Christian should not permit
himself to be induced to become a sponsor for a child in a heterodox
Church. If a Christian accopto the position of sponsor in a Reformed
~hurch, for examp10, he therowith sanctions its fals8 dootrine of Baptism.
The question '''hothor this also applies to accepting the position of
cponsor in tho (Luthoran) TexDs Synod was ans"Tored in the affirmative
b~cause the Texas Synod continues in fellowship with crrorists. As long
18 it docs not quit such fellowship, it must be d081t with ae a heterodox
body. An exception would of course be ID.Elde if a man were indeed outwardly
a mpmber of this body; but aleo was in th8 state of confcseion. testify­
ing ag~inst thE.:: falrc doctrin,~ "Thich th'lt body toleratoF'." Here, too.
Pieper mc,rcly mentions a "etqtu of confession" but SOE'S into very meagor
d0tai1 qS to whqt such a pt~ta of confession involves.

At Okqbena. on Sept. 26, 1951, when the OLC had its beginning, the
phrase. "in statu confc8sionis", was used in point 3 articlo II of our
Articles of Agreemcnt. There we rC'l.d. 88 onc of thu objectivC's of tho
Gonf·::;rencc: uTo off<;~r c-ncouragoment c:md assistance to pastors. teDch2rs,
laymon and congregations, who 3ru in thu 8t~te of confession (in statu
confee C' i onis, t h9. t i a. in prote.s t in(-'; membe rship) in hctc rodox Lut hl; ran
bodies, and "rho share our~onf,:'2sion of F!'\ith. " Ho,,,cvcr, in onc of the
essays 9nd in tho 80nfcr~ncc~C7tI~RUles in tho Procec~inBs of lhe First
Annual lv1eet in6. of the Orthodox Luther8n Confercr;co, the phrase tin statu
confcssionis) "Tap used wrons-1y qe though onc could bG "in statu confoss­
ionie" 1>lITH a hoterodox church bedy (cf. pp.29 and 46 of the Proceedings.)
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And eo, even at Okabena there was apparontly a certa1n amount of 14
confusion concerning th1s term, 1ts proper usago and its Scrip-
tural imp11cqtions. No stross was plqced upon the Scriptural basis
or foundation for a stRte of confession. (Tho eRsayist recalls how he,
after the Olmben11 meeting, hqd asked the prfsidont of the newly formed
body upon what Bible passage being in a state of confession was based.
The Scripturo passage citod by the prosident was II Thess. 3:14,15:
"And if any man obey not our .,.,ord by this opist 10, note that man, and
have no company with him, that he mqy be ashamed. Yet count him not as
3n enemy, but I3dmonish him as a brother. ")

In the ~V1sconsin Synod the torm, " s tatus confossionis", was and
still 1s simply a "state of confusion." In the January, 1952, issue of
the Theological Quarterly of tho Wisconsin Synod, Prof. Reim made th1s
comment concorning the OLC: liTho re8.sons for 1,;hich this littlu group
h~s m~dc its grave decision arc the very onQS on which we havo placod
our8clvc8 on record At last summer's convention, and by which we stand
unless we fqil in the statu confessionis into which we h~ve placed our­
sclvce by our Now DIm resolutions."

We recall tho splondid essays which were delivered at New Dlm
(later summarized in the Northweet8rn Lutheran) setting forth plainly
the true doctrines of Holy ~rit nnd viVidly pointing out the inadequacy
and untruthfulness of tho Common Confession. On the b8si~ of these essays
the 1;'18. Synod rc:Jected the Common Confession and appcnled to the Luth­
eran Church-Missouri Synod to repudiate its stand upon the Common Con­
fossion and slso to suspend nogotiations With tho American Luth. Church.
It is with rogard to this resolution in particular thnt Prof. R61m made
th8 above statement concQrning tho ~is. Synod's state of confession
over againAt Missouri. It was soon evident, howovor, that a great number
in the ~is. Synod did not share Prof. Roim's position and that ho, too,
seemin~ly did not realize the implic8ticns of a true state of confosalon#
or if he did. it was not lon~ beforG he began to compromise hiA position.

At tho 1952 Synodical Conforcnce Convention at St.Paul, the Wis.
Synod dcl~gation declared through their Standing Committee on Church
Union that "in ord:'r to guard our o'vn faith '1nd to remain truo to our
God, that. though we do not at this time disavow our followship with
the Missouri Synod in the Synodical Conference, yet, becau8~ tho con­
fS8sional bqgis on which tho synods of the Syn. Conference have jointly
stood 80 far h~s been seriously impaired by the Common Confession, we
continue to uphold our prot0st and to declaro that the Mo. Synod by re­
taining the Common Confession and u~ing it for further steps tO~9rd

union with the ALe is disrupting tho Synodical Conferonco (See Consti­
tution, Art 5). Thus while wo await a decision by our Syncd in this grave
situation, wo continue our present relntlo':Yship ,,'ith thu Hissouri Synod
only in tho hope that it m~y still como to GBC the error of its way.
Hanco we find ourselves in 3 STATE OF ~C~F:SSION (theologically ex­
pressed, IN STi~TU COHFJ.::SSImrrs):""The nEJxtCcnvor.tion of the 'Nisconsin
Synod mRde no Scripturql decision 9nd this declared state of confession
en the p8rt of their dalo53tcs to tho Synodicnl Conference bocame what
Prof. Ro 1m st stud i t s~ould net b2C orne, nqmc 1.1, "a long-to rm a rrango­
mont", "a mero sham", "a clever CxplsIl2tion of ho\'! on'..: can continuo in
a fcllo"ship '<Thich i8 no lonr;er bc:eed on full unity of doctrine and
prQct1ce." (North'l,vestorn Lutheran, Sept.?, 1952, PP.282,283.) To this
day tho ~i2. SynOd 1s thoro~~hly confusod gnd bec3usc of their confusion
they most outr~goously abuse those p~8sagcs of Holy Scripture which
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forbid unionism, 1.e. religious ~ork ~nd worship with thoso not agreed
in dootrino.

Tho ~orwegign Synod was likowise and still is in a state of confu­
sion "ith rogard to its rolqtionship over against the Luthoran Church­
Missouri Synod. Already in 1951, the Roport on the June Convention of
the Nor""egign Synod. p,qgc 43, statos: "1ve thoroforG b81iE:ivG that tho
Synod should realize and opGnly declare that it is in statu confessionis
wit~ the Missouri Synod. Thqt is, wo bcliGVO that, as our Synod has been
3dmonishin5 our sister-Synod not to forsake the truth, so it must con­
tinu~o do, and affirm that it will do, but only so long as tho hissouri
Synod seriously considers eur testimony." Cne year later, at the 1952
Synodical :onfcroncc Convention at St.Pnul, tho NorwegiRn Synod doplored
the "misc3rriage of pnr1i8montary justice 1t but rcjoic8d over the fact
that "the Luthcr::m :ihurch-!,Ussouri Synod, the Slovaks, Wisconsin. and
t h2 No r wl"" g i 9 nS 9 r G' 8 till brot h'3 r sin the fa it h. II ~\ b0 uta y8 a r 13 t e r • in
1953, stud ':3nte who left l~issouri for conscionce roasons and entered the
Norwegian 3ynod Semin8ry wore rocommendod by th~ Norwegian Synod offi­
cials for calle into Missouri Synod congre~ations. In 1955 we rejoiced
over tho NerwGbiRn Synod's resolution concernin3 its rel~tionship with
tho Lutheran Church-IJIissouri Synod 'rlhich st~)ted: 1tWe hereby declare with
deepest regret that fellowship relations with the Lutheran Church-Miss­
ouri Svnod are suspended on the basis of Romans 16:17, and that the GX­
8rcise of such re18tions cannot bo resumed until the offenses contrqry
to th2 doctrine which we have learned have been rG~ov6d by them in a
proper mannor." 1'le also ',Jere happy to read the enoanine; of this resolu­
tion as set forth in their offici31 paper: 110ur convention felt it had
to suppend relations with the Missouri Synod, becauso that body was by
its tolerance of unscriptura1 doctrine ~nd practice showing itself to
be an arring church body; it had caused divisions and offonsos in th~

Churchj contrary to the doctrine which wo hqd learned; and there was no
indication that it was disavowing these unscriptural t~ndencies. There­
fore. we, '3.cccrdlng to Rom. 16,17, h3d to susp0nd f8110wship.11 We were
especially pleased with this resolution becaus~ of its plain appeal to
Scripture. However, it soon became evident that this resolution was not
being c~rriGd out by the rank and file of tho Synod and in 1956 the
Synod again involved itself in joint work and worship with the Lutheran
::hurch-M:issouri Synod by resolving to "meet ,,,,itt1 tho other Synods of the
Synodical ConferoncG to d0termino whother or not the constituont synods
of tho Synodical :icnference are nOvl in doctrinal agre0:nont ll and "to
take part in the proposed intorn~ticnal conforenco of conservative
Lutheran th-:::ologians, affiliated "..1th the Synodical Conference. 11 In
accordanco with th6ir resolution tho Korwegian Synod appointed delegates
3e voting reprssontatives to tho Synodical Cenference Convention. On
Oct. 11, 1956. the Lutheran Sentinol reported an anniversary celebration
at 'vaterto','n, l'!isconsin. on which occasion'tho Rev. C.F.Golish (Missouri
Synod) was a principal [peaker together with pastore from the Wisconsin
and Norwegi3n Synode. So also the 1orwo3ian Synod's stqte of conf8ssion
was a mere sham and a mockory of th~t Word of God upon which it was bgeG~

In the November, 1953, Orthodcx Lutheran, we find one well-written
9.rtic1e on the SUbject, "'4h3t Doee Being lIn Statu Confcscionis' ~·IGan?"

written ovor tho signature of Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, and in the Proceod­
in~s cf tho Fourth Annual Convention of the Orthodox Luth. ConferencoIsa short dssay delivered by Dr . .f'. E. Krotzmann on "The? 'Time Element'
In the Application of Romans 16:17f." Bosides th0se two articles only a
few allusions to status oonfessionis are mAde in former artic1~s of the
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Orthodox Lutheran Conference. During the Kretzmann-Ha11stein controver­
sy of 1955 it bGcame appar8nt that there was a definite difference of
opinion espocially regarding the application of the term, status con­
fosgionis, to a given situ~tlon, 31so with rogard to its implications
of confessional and church fellowship.

This brief historicnl eketch should furnish us with some idea of
the confusion that surrounds this subject and the need for a thorough
considcrstion of tho Scripture texts which aro basic to a clear under­
etnnding of a st~te of confession.

II.
SCRIPTUR4L lli\SIS FOR STATUS CCNFESSIONIS

It is not the intention of tho Gssayist to ~o into lengthy details
of exegesis on the v~rious Bible passagos presented in thi8 cssny, but
only to set fOrth such plain Scripture texts as are portinent to our
subject and which shrd li~ht on the vory heart of tho matter under dis­
cussion. Lot us r3~ind ourselves, once again, of the situation which is
involved when u~in3 the ecclesiastical term; status confossionis,
namely, the p08ition which true Christians, orthodox congregations, or
lar~cr orthodox church bodies must take when they find themselves in a
heterodox group or when error in doctrino or practico has Gained a
foothold in a fOriller orthodox group in which they hold mombership. We
haVE stated th~t tho situation which calls for a state of confession
may therefore involve a member over a6ginst his congregation, a congre­
gation OVer asqinst a synod Or conference, or an entire synod over
aB81nst sietcr Bvnods ~nd that in 8ach of thasG several cases the same
passages of HoI, ~rit apply. These pasRages !roup thempolv(s naturally
under 4 distinct headings each of which treat of a certain phase of a
state of confession. Those four hGadln~s arc as follows: 1) admonition
and exhortation; 2) patience and love; 3) severance of followship;
~md 4) ackno 1,'ledgmcnt of true brothren and tho establishment of true
fellOWship. These four divisions arc not set forth 38 stages or stops
which one is requirGd to follow who is contemplating, or finds hims81f
in. a state of confoseion. They are rathGr to be regarded as phases
which arc int0nded to furniAh us with an overall picture of what Scrip­
ture says to those who nrc faced with 9 situ9tion which calls for a state
of confession. The circumstances thoms0lvce will point the person or
prrscns involved to those pas~agcs ~hich arc applicable to a given case.

Admonition and Sxhort9tion...

In th2 vary n3ture of th~ case a etato of confession embraces
311 thoso passqges which roquire Christians tc admonieh, to warn, to
Gxhort, to r,'buko, and to reprove thoso \'lho,have forsaken tho :lord of
God in doctrine or pr~ctico. In this rospect th0 very same passaG~R come
into plqy in tho state of confossion which arc used with rGgard to
church disciplino With the exception of the 3rd stage of admonition which
is outlinod bV the S3vior in Latt. 18:17 ~;nd ",hich ie cqrried out only
by a local congr~gation. In church disciplino individual Christians and
finally tho entiro consrcgation deals with a manifost Rn( impanitcnt
sinnor in their midst With tho purposo in viow to gain tho brothor. In
a state of confcs8ion an individual G~riBtian, a congregation, or a
synod dC318 with an erring corporate body of ~hich th~y arc a member or
witj w~om thay are in fallow8hip for tho purpose of winning that corpor­
at~ body bgck for the Truth. This must alwgys be tho chiof aim of a state
of ccnfe88ion~ And as church disciplino must tend progr~ssivGly either
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toward gaining the brother or toward excluding the manifest and 17
imDonitcnt sinner from tho Christian congre~8tionJ so also a state
ofconf88sion must tend progresAivnly either toward winning the cor­
porDta body back for the Truth or toward rejecting it altogether as
f3188 and hoterodox. There must novor be a stalemate or a retrogression
of ~ny sort for tho sake of outward peaco or falso un1ty. Such a situ-
~tion would be tantamount to 8 d~nial of tho truth which would be the

direct op~oeite of a state of confession.

In Lev.19:17 'VIC find tho Lord's command: "Thou shalt in any wise
rebuke thy noighbor, A,1d not suffer sin upon him." By failing to ropri­
m8nd n brothor we ~ould personally become gUilty of his offenso and a
part3kcr of his ain. Thcr8 is a striking parallel betwoen this command
of God in Loviticus nnd tho Qxprass comm~nd cf the Savior in Luke 17:3:
"If thy brothor trespass qgginst thee, robuk0 him; and if he ropent,
fcr5ivG him. 1I Christil''ms in gcnL'r9.1 9re told in I Thess. 5:14 to "w8rn
(admonish) thorn that arG unruly." Concornin~ 8 pGrson who departs from
the Truth, J.:'sus says (jI'I9.tt.18:15): "Tell hil!! his fault," REPROVE his
f~ult. The ~P08t10 P~ul pr~i30s the Chriptiane at Rome, saying in Rom.
15:14: !IAnd I am persuaded of you, my brethren, that yu also ara full
of goodness, f1. llcd 'ii t h Cill knowlo dgc, able also to admoni sh one Rno­
the:r." Certainly Scripture :IlAlcus it crystal clear thDt ChristL:ms are
to adrJonish, Gxhort, <'md r(;bul(~ tl1Gir fcllow-Christiqns who have fallon
intOG r r 0r. In t hi 8 1,,1;1 Y t hGV 3 r (; ': !J rnest 1y to" contond for t h" fa i t h
onCE: d .1ivGrGd to the s~ints, It JUDe 3. Luthor writes that tho "command
to admoniRI-J tho brother i~ just as nLcessary as 'thou shalt not mill;
thou shalt not 8tcal, I for if out of feer or for Rny othor roason you
n~g10ct the duty to admcni~h, thon not his body, not his proporty, but
the s3lvation of his Roul i9 end::mgored. tl (St.Louis, VI: 1633) Admoni­
tion 19, th~r8fore, a very important part of status confossionis.

Patience qnd LOVe ...
Admonttion must al~~ys bG c8upled with patienco and love also in

a steto of confc8Aion. b state of confossion must not be regarded as
8nyt~ing clso but an expression of lava and compassion in which an in­
dividual ChriAtian, 3 congrc~8tion, or a synod pationtly strives through
prayorful admonition and prot 0 st in accordanco With th~ Word of God,
With mcckn~sE and humblon 0 8R of mind, to win a corporate body for tho
Truth or to return to the Truth which it has forSAken. This dOGS not mean
that the etrcngth of our admonition and protest is to be ~eAken8d. Not
in the least! 1'10 arc still boldly tc oppose GrrOr, Vigorously c9ut10n
q~ginrt it, 8ovcroly denounce tho orrorists - but all in love, with
p3ti,'nc(, and '1ith a burning d,"sire to saVG th8m. This goal or this E;nd
in vi ow must nevor be lost sight of otherwise the wuapons of cur warfare
in combating error in a state of confession 'become carnal and not
spiritual. PridG, bitternoss, hqtrcd, and the like, must be ruled out
from tho very outSGt evon 38 Josus doclqros in John 6:f)3: "The nosh
profiteth nothing." St.J8.mC8 thcrGforc writ'Js: "Brethron, if any of you
do err fro~ th8 truth, and ono convert him: lot him know th8t he which
convortoth tho sinner from the: error of his 1,ray shall S"lve a soul from
dC8th, 3nd sh3.11 hide a LTlultitude of sins."(Jamos 5:19, 20)

In this dqy of tho amalsq~~tion of rcli[ions, unionism, and syncre­
tism much iSfti0de of pBtic~ncc fmd love, in fact, they :'.r6 of ton intur­
minElcd AS bcinr synonymoup. But Scriptur~ ffinkss it claar thAt thero
ccrnGS a tim2 When, although lov,; must ccntinu8, pRticncG must como to an
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18
end. Thus in Matt. 18:17 Jesus BAYS, nIf he neglect to hoar th~ church,
let him be unto thee AS a heathen m~n and a publican,n and St.Paul
"!rites to tho Gorinthiens: "Put away from among yoursclves that wicked
p:rson," 1 Cor. 5:13. In verse 5 of th3t sarno chapter St.Paul urges
tho congregation at Corinth lito deliver such Em one unto Satan for a
destruction of the flesh, that tho spirit may be saved in the day of
tt1 Lord Josus. 1I

The Sible speaks of ~atiGncu in two different sonses. It speaks
of patience under Buffo ring ~ne affliction, and patience ~ith the woak
in faith, knowlodge, and understanding. The latter case i8 tho one which
cencorns U8 in this present discussion. ~'11th rogard to those ...,ho8c sin
Or error is causod by human frailty or weakness Scripture roquires tho
utmost patienco and lon3sufferin~. Thus St.Faul writes to the Galatians:
IIBrothren, if anv mEln bG overte~\:cn in a fault, y" which are spiritual,
rcetorc such an one in the spirit of mo£kness; considering thyself, lest
thou alElo bo tU"'1ptod. B.;ar ye cnc; 8-jother's burdens, and 80 fulfil the
la'" of ChriC'!t,1l Ga1.6:L2. and in 11.omans 15, 1, we road: 'I~V8 then that
arc streng ought to bear tho infirmities of tho weak, and not to please
cursolv ..58." In goneral, Ghristianp arc ud~rjonip-h8d in Cole8piane 3:12-14:
IIput en, th"r6foro, 3.13 th,"'l elc'ct of God, hely and beleved, bowels of
mercies, kindnee~, humblcnoe c of mind, meG~ness, lonssuffuring, for­
bC8ring on~ 3nothor, And forgiVing on0 ancther, if qny man h8vo a
quarrel 8sain8t ~ny; even AS Christ forsavo you, so also do ye. And
3bovc All thos': thinge, put en charity, which i8 tho bond of perfectness.

On tt1C other hAnd, GOd'8 'Tord do-!" not urse p.qtic'nc;;:- with those who,
in spite of proper Scripturql ad~onition, porsistently toach, dofond,
~nd tenaciously cling te error in doctrine and practica. Here is where
patience stops althou~h lovo continues. Patience in such a case is ne
longer a virtue b8CQUAC it militates a8Dinst thOp,() plain pa8sages which
warn a Christian for tho sake of his o'.-'n eoul'p salvation: "Beware of
f':llee prophr;ts," lViRtt.7:15; "A littlQ 188ven loavunoth th.,:; ",hol\] lump, II

3a1.5:9: "Ncithr;r bo partaker of oth0r men's sin!"," 1 Tim.5:22 or "par­
t3.1ccr of his ':.'vil doeds," II Jehn 10, 11.

In q St1tC of conf0s~1on a p0rson 1s dealing with an orring major­
itv. Hum'1nly speakin(3, tho odos nrc against Ruch a perecn and thc-- temp­
tation ie ~re~t to yield to the majority who h8vc been deceived by tho
"sood ~oJords Rnd f8ir epeechcs" cf f~ls8 to<lcherA. in II Tirl10thy 2;17
wo are told thqt false doctrine "will Gat ns doth a c'lnker." 'lith such
P~SSQgQS in mind Dr. Sihler, a highly asto~illed pastor And profGs8or who
pl"'yod a prominent part in thl! or3~:mizqtion of t:lt] r'~i820uri Synod 1nd
served 8S itR first vic0-pr(sidGnt, stated in his Theses on Church Fel­
lc'"sh!.£, p.16: "If, howlJver, it ie the CRse th:tt R whole church fellow­
ship should tqko a fnlso position in doctrine ~nd wont~d to tolerate and
clinQ to orror in doctrines of f,ith, thGn the individual member in this
comcnunion \oTho h"18 a b::;tt<3r lmO'"l,:dge mUAt rGprOVG not only the f;11so
teachers but "1180 the wholo communion, qlsa if it should oxpvl him
therefor, qS the Romqn Church did Dr. Luther qnd the Jowish syna~og did
the '1postl'J P;1U1. If such qn c-rring communion or synOd indo\"d SUb 'lli ts
to h0'1ri~r testimony qrginpt its f~ls8 position but docs not bettor
itself and do aw~y with ~~~t i8 wrong, then the one conc8rnud must
hi;l)self step out, first, bOCrlUG,; of thL: .:'vil fJ.pP09rance which he would
oth·:..r..-risG givo; g-3condl.v, bC,C-"\U8l; of th,: dcJngor to which such a witn68S
i8 exposed. Evory errOr is 80 111cthin:3 very dcmgcrouR, 3nd continued
liVing in 3n occlcsi8sticol 8t~oRphere which i8 impro3natcd with error
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by qnd by again dulls the conscienco and is punished by God 19
throu~h on?'e fin~lly g3ain falling victim to errer Bnd to hostil­
ity qr:rsinst the orthodox church, "'hich onc h9.d eecaped. lI (Quotod in
the Dece~b8r, 1953, Confessional Lutheran.) Besidos th8 danger involved
in tho exorcise of a false pati0nco Oval' af~inst error and errorists
Dr. Sihler alse oantions thG "ovil appearancG I1 or thu offonsd which ono
~ives who remains in f·llowAhip with an errin3 body which docs not
better itself or do away with what is wrong but merely listens to tosti­
monv against its error. The cry of PATIENCE in a state of confossion,
when th~t stqte has progressod te a point where pationce is no longor
required but rather warned asainst in Holy Scripture, is simply a clover
tool i~ tho hand of SatRn and a subtorfuge for the old hdam who dOGS not
want to brs~k away from former friends, to loave an outward organization,
or to givG up a houpo of worship, In the final anRly8is such a cry of
p3tiencc actually e.hows a 18c1c of truo Christian love either for onc's
01'1n soul or for tho souls of cnc' 8 fcllo l 'men.

Soverance of Followship •••

Tho very nature of status ccnf08sionis, p~rticularly becauso it
involves fcllo1,'ship with those 1"~;0'1ru in error (either those 1tJho al­
ways h9ve tqug~t ~nd toler8tc~ Grror in doctrin~ ~nd prgctico or thOBG
who h3ve f!3.11en b"ck or a l ,'8Y frc:n th,] Trut!:1 of Godls ~!ord), calls for
the applic~tion of All those pqSsRgcS in ]cly Writ which require
severanco of fcllow~hip. SUch ~ t0rTIin1tion of fellowship docs not
include a tcrnin~tion of lova, intercession, and kindness toward t~ose

with whom onels fellowship has co~eod. Tho very act of terminating
fellowship in accordance with the ~Drd of God is, in itself, an act of
lov~, for it points those with whoill religious fcllo~ship hqs boen brokon
to th~ 3rp vity of tho situation, constRntly rominding them of tho error
of their Wqys, 8nd pointin5 them mOre forcibly into thG plain tG8ching
smd applic qt ion of God' e ~Tord.

Those paSR!3.gc~ which indisputgbly spoak of the SGVerRnCe of: fra­
ternal rcl·qtionB "11'0 as follo'"s:

Romr.ms 1'S:17: "Now I beec,.:ch you, brQthrcn, mark them which cause
divisione and offensos contr8ry to the Doctrine
Nhich Y8 hqvC lC'1rncd; <md avoid thorn."

II Thcs8. 3:6: "Now we comm8nd ycu, bruthron, in the nbffiC of our
Lord J(3E!US Christ, th8t yo withdraw yoursE:.lvGs
from OVtry brother thqt walkoth discrd8rly, and
not :3 f tor the t r:1 di t ion wh i ch h0 l'C C() i v E; d 0 f us. 11

I Timothy 6:3-5: "If any man teach otherwise, 8nd consent not to
whol]somc words, even the ~ords of our Lord
Jesus Chris~, '3nd to tho loctrinc \'lhic11 is aCCOrd­
ing to ~cdlinGss: ho'is proud, knowing nothing,
but doting sbout quo8tions and strif0s of words,
whereof co~(th envy, strife, r8ilings, Gvil sur­
misings, pervorso ~isputings of m~n of corrupt
minds ~nd d08titut~ of the truth, eupposin3 thst
gnin i2 codlinos?: from such 1r1ithdraw thysGlf."

II Ti:n. 3, 1-7: "This know also, thnt in th,:; laet days pvrilous
times shall cemu. For illon shall be lov~rs of thoir
own selv~e, COV2touS, boasters, prOUd, blasphemers,
disobodil.nt t[; p~r(Jnte, unth,::mkful, unholy, with­
out nstuf?l ~ffcction, trucGbrtiak~rs, f3188 accus­
ers, incontinent, fierce, d~spiscrs of those that
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are good, tr~itor8, heedy, hiBh-minded, 20
lovers of pleasures mor~ than lov8rs of
God; h3ving a form of 30dlinoss, but donying
the pOi..TCr thereof: from such turn awa.y. For of
this sort sro th0Y which creop into housos, and
lead captive silly women laden with sins, led
away with divers luets; over learning, and nGVGr
:'lblc to como to the kno'rlledgo of the truth. 1I

Titus 3:10: IIA m8n that is 11 huretic, 8ftor tho first FInd 8coond
admonition, roject.

II John 10, 11: "If there como qny unto you qnd bring not thie
doctrine, roceive him not into your houso, neither
bid hin God sputd: for he that -biddc-n1-hfm God
speed, is partqkcr of his uvil decds."

Thcso passages, althouGh they ara all spoken with regard to C3S08
diff~ring ono from anothor, yet they all stress onG particular point,
namely, that porsistencG in false doctrine and pr3ctico on the part of
3n individual or group of individua18 requires severance of fGllowship
on the part of thoec who ~ould remain truo to tho whole counsel of God.
It ie, thGrefore, vain to ende~vor to arrange th0BG passaGes in such a
way 80 as to make the claim that the Application of onG passage must
como before of ~ftor qnothur in a oertain order or sequencG. Th8 cascs
~lludod to in these pa8e~g8s n~y differ according to thG situation whbh
the apoBtlc especiqlly haR in mind, but one thing 1s cortain, on the
basi? of these Scripturo texts, nAmely, that God requires Christians not
to identify themsGlvos with persistent orrorists, net to associ~to with
thaffi q8 brathren in tho faith, not to make light of or ccunt,]nancc th~ir

':' rro rs. Thue WU road in P8R 1m I: "Blessod is the man t ha t wa lkot h not
in tho counsol of tho un~odly, nor etJndeth in tho way of sinners, nor
sittuth in th0 s0at of th~ scornful. 3ut his dulight is in tho law of
the Lord; qnd in his l"3.w doth he medi tate day and night. 11

In tho Abidin~ ~ord, vol. 2} page 559, we road that "such passagos
98 ~orn. 16:17; 1 Cer:-5T1I; 2 Th,-:,s8. 3:14, and 2 John 10, '.-Thich prohibit
'to eat With' or enjoin 'to avoid' or 'have no company with' or 'receive
him not into your house', refur only to brotherly relationships, but do
not forbid normal civil intorcourse or polite and civil manners. St.Paul
v0rv definitoly teaches that a Christian should not sever his marriaeo
with a spouso wh~ is or has becomo an unb8liaver, a heathen (1 Cor.?:
12-14); ano just a8 definitely ho states that only the brotherly rola­
tiona of Ghri?tian and Christian have b0Ln sGvEred, not tho social and
g3ncrally human relations, 'for th2n must yo needs go out of the world'
(1 '::: 0 r. 5: 9-13 ). II

If it, thorafore, becom~8 apparent thAt error in a corporate body
b2com:'B pcrsist8nt and is tolc'ratod in spite of admonition, those
Christians, who ara in a Atat~ of confession ever against such a cor­
porato body, ne0d not relinquish th~ir mcmbcrnhip immGdiat:ly but must
in accordgnco with th~ ~ord of God discontinue their prsy8r-, pUlpit-,
and altar fellowship with that body, its adhorcnts, and itr rcpr08c~ta­

tives. This cessation of 0vcry kind of church folluwRhip with the cor­
porate body in which outward m mbarship is still held, wo h3~C rcfurrcd
t c in OUR D"SCL';RbTION (1951)) 8S II a t rUG' st 9t G of c enfol" 9 ion J II boc 3use
it 1s qctually the fin31 and most forceful admonition which can be
~ivGn on the part of one in th~ ccnfGspion?l stpto.
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Aoknowledgment of True Brethren and the Establishment of 21
True Fellowship •

Inasmuch as it is a "confession" against error in a corporate
body a state of confes8icn takes for granted and implies the acknow­
led~ment of true brethren and the establishment of true fellowship.
This is in perfect harmony with the ~ord of God, for the apostle Paul
savs to Timothy: "3e not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our
Lord nor od me, His prisoner, II II Tim.l:8. Timothy must therefore ac­
knowledge Paul as his fellow believer and brother in the faith, and if
he is ashamed of Paul because of his confession, he ~'Iill also be ashamed
of Christ. 1ve recall Luther's fine comment which was printed in the
Orthodox Lutheran, vol. 2, p.187, concerning this passage in II Timothy:
ill see that it is necessary to speak a good 1Aford of admonition to those
whom Satan is now beginning to persecute. Among them are those who want
to escape danger, When they are attacked, by saying: I do not stand with
Luther nor with anyone else; I stand with the holy Gospel; and so they
are left in peace. Still in their hearts they regard my doctrine as
evangelical and adhere to it. Surely, 8uch a confession does them no
good, but it is the same as denying Christ ..• If Timothy had said: I
do net stand with Paul or Peter but with Christ, and yet knew that Peter
and Paul taught Christ, he "Jould have denied Christ." In this manner a
state of confescion ties in with confessional fellowship and requires
a public and open ackno'~Tledgment of those who are of the same mind and
of the same judgment (I Cor.l:lO). A state of confession, in order to
be based on Scripture, must therefore of necessity include an acknow­
ledgment of true brethren wherever such are known, for such action per­
forms an important part in one's protest over against the errors of a
corporate body, and is a forthright and vigorous testimony in behalf
of the Truth and that is exactly what a state of confession is supposed
to do. In vol.l, p. 121, of the Orthodox Lutheran, we read: "If someone
holds protestinr, membership in a heterodox Lutheran body, that does not
necessarily mean anything to us of the OrthodoX Lutheran Conference;
but if he protests against the same errOrs which we oppose, and'sharea
our ~onfes8ion of Faith,' then we can justly expect that he inform us
of this agreement and declare fellowship of faith with us, though he may
not immediately join us. Then-and only then-we should be in duty bound
to acknowledge him as a brother•.• From the time that a protesting
member of a heterodox body tells us of his agreement with us, however,
we expect that he will pUblicly aCKnOWledge us in the face of our adver­
saries, make common cause with us, support our work to the extent of his
ability, and shOlor ev1deY1ce that he i8 either making progress in bringing
his associates to the acceptance of the truth or sever his connection
with them. II Having quoted Matt.lO:32,33 ('lhosoever shall confess Me
before men, etc.); Luke 9, 26 ("lhosoever shall be ashamed of Ivle and of
My words, of ~im shall the Son of ~an be ashamed etc.) and Romans 10:
9,10 (If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and shalt be­
lieve in thine heart that God hath raised ~im from the dead, thou shalt
be saved. 70r with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.) Dr. ~"alther states: l1Accord
ing to these texts a person cannot be saved ~ho in his heart indeed
~ants to carry with him faith in Christ and His Truth but will not con­
fess it with the mouth. Hence eV2ry Christian, for the sake of his sal­
vation, iA obliged publicly to profess fellowship and hold with those
whom he has recorrnized as witnesees for ~hrist and His unadulterated
truth. 11 (See also III John 8,9.)
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III. 22

These are thon the Scriptural considerations and implications
whioh must be taken into account by one who finds himself in a situation
which requires a state of confession. These Scriptural considerations
remain the same whether the status confessionis is on the part of an
individual or on the part of a church body and consequently also the
nature of a state of confession remains basically the same in either
instance. It i~ then on the basia of such Scripture texts as arc pre­
Gont,: d in this e88ay that ~"e make our applications and jUdgments with
r8~ard to specific cases involving a state of confession, oither on the
part of an individual, a con3regation, or a churoh body. Lot UB, there­
fore, as a practical conclusion to this eSRay, by means of an open dis­
cussion, sot forth hypothetical or concrete cases which deal with
8tatus confessionis and thus ap91y the 110rd of God which we have set
forth in this essay to such practical caeee or situations. (Concrete
cases in point~ ~i8consin Synod dufinitely placed itself in a state of
confes8ion at New Ulm in 1951; Chicago study Club plac~d itself in a
state of confession especially throup.:h the publiCAtion of its "Re-affirm­
ation" of 1949 and through the fine articl· s of protest in the Confess­
ional Lutheran; ForwGp:;i'1n Synod plnced itself in a state of con'f8ss-ion
~~hen it r'Jpudiat0d th'J ':;ommon Confcflsion in 1951.) Let us always bear
in mind that a state of conf2selon, in order to bring about the deslrGd
Scriptural result, must cauee the 5rouP over againetwhich it is taken
to acknowledre and repont of its sin, to proft-ss its eHrnest purpose
to r(move the error and publicly to reject that false doctrin0 and prac­
tico to which it had become 3ddicted and on account of which tho state
of confessions was entered into by th0 faithful brethren. Unless such a
r0sult if! forth-coming, thero must b€ no vacillation or rGtrogrGssion,
but conetant progross in th~ direction s~t forth in GOd'e Word, to the
flory of His name, and for the salvation of mankind.
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PRESIDENTIAL REPORT

Delegate Convention of the Concordia Luth. Conference
Wilmot, South Dak. Aug. 24-26, 1957

23

By the unmerited mercy of God our Conference has experienced a
year of richest blessings: the Word of God in its truth and purity and
the Sacraments according to our Lord's institution have remained with
us, providing us all with the one thing needful, forgiveness of sins,
life, and salvation. May this blessing ever remain with us and ours and
may we ever continue to cherish it as our highest good and by a life of
loving devotion to Our Lord demonstrate our sincere gratitude for this
His grace.

Our desire to have God's ~Jord continue among us prompted us in our
Convention bere last year to take steps to,...ard reorganizing our Ortho­

dox Lutheran Conference and adopting a new name, the Concordia Lutheran
0onference, the n3me which we now bear. That was accomplished by means
of a referendum which, in accordance with the Conference's decision
here last year, I placed before you brethren by letter last Sept. 16.
You indicated your unRnimous approval of the plan to reorganize by
adopting the Agreement, which doeumcnt sUbsoquently appearod in the
January issue of our official church paper, the Concordia Lutheran.

A completo report on this referondum was prcsonted by mo to the
first meoting of the Board of Diroctors which was held in Milwaukoe on
November 27 and 28. Tho rosults of that Board meeting were communicated
to you by an official letter from me under date of Docember 16, 1956
in whiCh I espocially directed your 3ttcntion to the fact that tho
Board recognized the rosolution of tho Convontion concerning tho reor­
g9nization as having boon c9rriod out and tho roorganization acoom­
plished. In addition to this I informed you that the Board has found
it nccess3ry to recommend some changes in conneotion with our Concordia
Lutheran. Substitutions wore offerod which affooted tho emble-m and
Soripturos on tho covor of thqt official organ of our Conference. The
Bourd's 3ction together with editor Bloedel's final efforts to offer a
presentable COV2r for our church paper is subjoot to your final appro­
val at this Gonvontion. You will have an opportunity to expross your
opinions and final jUdgment in tho matter at sarno later time during
thoBe sessions.

Thera remqins yet tho very important matter of revising the
Constitution of our Conference. At last year's oonvention you instruot­
ed the Boqrd of Directors to be preparod to submit a revised constitu­
tion to this present Conv(ntion for adoptio'n. The Board in its meoting
of Nov. 27-28, referred to above, requested the Committe0 on Theologi­
esl Eduoation to bogin immudi~te stUdy on ~ revision of tho old con­
stitution and to roport bnck to tho Board at ~ts noxt mooting. At this
same meeting it was found necessary to m9ke some provision for the
traveling expenses of the 30ard members. This matter, too, will be pre­
sented to you here for consideration 3nd final disposition.

On April 30 to May 1st the Board met ngain in Milwaukee. I was
un~ble to attend beeguse of clrcumetanoes beyond my control. At that
meeting the Committee on Theol. EducRtion reported on the progress it
hqd made re3~rding the problem of providing for a future ministry in
our Conference. This report will be presented to us later on at these
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sessions. That committee also reported regnrding its work on the 24
Con8titution revision. The Committee on Mission Opportunities reported
on the new mission field which had been opened in Muscatine, Iowa. We
thqnk the LOrd for every opportunity He givQS us to bring the Gospel
of R~lvation to others and we plead with Him that He give us the grace
to be zealous mission workers, according to His will.

The third Board of Directors' meeting was held last night as
Scheduled. Its rocommendations will be presentod to the Convontion
during the courso of those sessions.

At this time I wish to report with gratitude to the Lord that
your offic(rs ~nd Board momb8rs were able in a Christian and brotherly
manner to meet the various probloms which confronted us in OUr fellow­
ship since our last convention and, undor GOd's blessings, to resolve
them. May I take this opportunity to express my own sincere thanks to
you all for your brotherly cooperation, your assistqnce, and ospeoially
for your prayors in my behalf during the past year.

In closing my r6port, I pray thqt the Lord will be With us to
guide and bloss us in :111 our dclibcr'1tions: "And let the bosuty of the
Lord our GOd be upon us; and estqblish thou the work of our h~nd8 upon
us; yea, tho work of our hands establish thou it." Psalm 90, 17.

Respectfully submitted,

E. L. Mohlberg, President
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Dca l' Bret hren :

REPORT
of the

COMMITTEE ON MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

25

In our report to the Bo~rd of Diroctors' Moeting which was
hold the latter part of April, our Committee Asked tho Board for some
~dvicc concerning q request from a family in Fairbanks, Texas, who de­
sired to h~ve a true Lutheran congregAtion established in their area.
The B03rd suggested th~t we rend a pastor down to TeXAS to invGstig3tG
the possibilities of ost1bliehing such a congregation. In compliance
with this pr~ctical propopal we decided to request P~8tor HRllstoin to
mako tho trip down thor~. In G letter dated May 16th our Committee
wrote to PGstor HC11lstein, "HSlving chockod 3. map of the United Stat€s,
we find that you are about the closost pastor to Houston, and we,
thereforo, kindly roquest you to travel to Houston 'and investigato
tho p08~ibilities of establishing 8 mission thero.' Your help will be
much ~pprcciatcd. Your OXpOnSQ8 will be authorized by us and paid by
our Confor·JncG treseury." Pastor rt'111stoin vcr'y promptly conscntc~ to
our roqu,"stand imm'3diat:.;ly corresponded with this family to m3ko tho
ncceesary arrangements for tho long trip. Unfortunately, howevor, tho
letters from this mqn in Texas soomod to indicate ? misunderstanding
or'. his part. l'Thile he WAS very enthusi8stic in the beginning about
having a p~stor como down thore, no~, for some renson, it seems as
though he hAS become quitQ h08it3nt. Perhaps Pastors Hallstcin and
Schaefer will be ~ble to shod somo light on tho matter, since they also
h3ve been in correspondence with this particulAr family.

The informRtion which we h~ve concorning Muscatine, Iowa, is
as follows: On H::ty 16th our Committee wrote to Pastor Shufolt:-"'The
9rrangemonts which you ~nd your con~reBqtion have mado in Muscstine 9re
splendid for tho time bcin3. It is cert~inly wonderful th1t the Lord
h~e blessed you with q man like Julius Schmitt who is ~b18 to conduct
R re~din3 sorvice on those Sund~ys ~hen you, porso~31ly, do not prc0ch.
~c wholcheqrtedly agree with the mombers of the B08rd of Directors that
tho project in MU8c~tino should be tho concern of the entire Conferenco.
To have q miseion-station ostablished in MU8c~tino should be a source
of grc~t encouragement to ALL of our congregations. Therefore, wo would
suggest th~t your mission money bs turned oval' to our Conference treas­
urer and your expenses be authorized by our Sommittee." Our Committee
then roceived tho follo~in3 decision rOAched by tho Oskaloosa congrega­
tion, "'",0 8.ppreci'Jte the willin3n68s of the Committee and of our Con­
forcnce to Rhql'o in our mi8~ion opportunity ~nd 8incorcly wish to share
With them this bloseed priviloge of hearing ~nd answoring the LOrd's
c~ll to this scrvice. But in view of the f~ct that the 30ard of Direct­
ors desired to have the result of a canVASs before undertaking tho sub­
sidy necossary to onqble the Pastor to ~ive full timo to tho work of
the Church, and in view of the fact th3t our whole congregation is going
to MUPc3tinc for services every first and third Sunday and that we are
p19nning 1 unitod congregation with two proaching placDs, it seemed
good to us to continuo as we ~r8 doinE nnd to boor the expense of the
CQnV3SS from our mission funds And thon if the results should movo the
90srd of Directors and the Conference to decide f~vorably on assuming
whqtever expensG mqy bo needed in the w~y of eubsidy to the pastor's
salary to on~blo him to put qll his time and energy into tho building
of the Church, wo would 3ladly cooperate and do our bost to outgrow the
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a6
need for 8 subsidy as soon as possible. A motion was carried to this
und." .

Pastor Shufelt has also informed our Committee that Pastor
MGnsing and one of his sons and Robert Steinke Jr. spent two days can­
v18sing in Muscatine during which time they mad~327 calls. Our Comm­
ittoe is indeed grateful for the spontaneous and wholehoarted coopera­
tion of the brethren.

It has a180 been brought to the attention of the Committeo
that an indepondent Lutheran ccngrcg3tion exists in Lyons, Nebraska.
A mqn by the nam8 of Pedcrson i8 the pastor of tho congregaticn. We
wonder if qny of the brethron have been in contact With Pnstor Peder­
son. ~ould it bo the duty of thQ Mieeion Committoe to contact such
independont congrcgqtions Bnd inform thorn of our doctrinal stand, or,
is that the businoss of the Praosidium?

May the Lord of the harvest send forth laborers into His
h!:l.rvost to proclqim His puro l!ord in thIJsc 18st days of sore distrcss~

Respectfully EUbmitted,

11. L.Natterer

Mission Committee, Secretary

REPORT OF THE AUDITING CO~mITTEE

To whom it m~y concorn~

~GI tho undorsi~nGd, h9ving duly compared the financial

book records of the Sonccrdi~ Lutheran Conference with properly

si5nod vouch0rs, statomonts, rocc~pts, mOQoe, and cRncelled

chocks, find those r8corde tu bv correct Rnd in Good order.

Victor K. Bloedel
AU3ust 19, 1957

Gustav Bloedol
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MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH .~NNU ..·~L CONVh"'NTION
Concordia Lutheran Cenference

Held at St. Stephen's Luth. Church
Wilmot. S.Dnk. - nug.24-26, 1957

27

The seventh annual c~nventicn of the Concerdi3 Luth. Conference
W'18 hold at St. Stephen's Lutheran Church, ~V11mot, S.D., HUgust 24 - 26,
1957.

The convention prcper bC'gCln Snturday, .~U[3:ust 24, at 9:30 ft.r:l. with
~ divine service in which Prc8idcnt Mehlberg preqched on Eph. 4, 1-6.
Tho host pqstor, Rev. O."l.SchqofC'r, served as liturgist ..~fter this
sorvice the first session was c~llcd to order by tho Prosident. The
agenda WElS pre8('ntcc; qnd oiscussoc. Tho Qotion was carri0d tc allct 45
minutes after tho rocess at 3 p.m. en Saturd~y fer tho rending cf the
r0visod Constitution and b1sic questions. The motion was c~rricd to de­
lete the item given fer 4:30 p.m. en Saturday. The motiGn w~e passed to
adept :hc agonda as changed.

Tho Crodentials Committee, P8ster Schaefer repcrtin~, presented its
report which Rhewed thqt paAtors and l~y delegates were prcsont from
tho fol10,"ing member ccngre3'1tiens: Christ Lutburan, Ivli1w:.lukee; Trinity
Lutheran, Osk8102sD, Iowq; 1n~ st. Paul's Lutheran, Empire, Orogon.
Th~ following ~ember congresation was repre8~nted by pastor only: Peace
Luthoran, Tinley Park, Ill. Pastors wero prC88nt frcm these congrega­
tions in fellowship with tho C.L.C.: Trinity Ev. Lutheran, Clark, S.D.
8nd St. Stophcn's Lutheran, WilQot, S.D. The mction WAG carried that
the de1egatos be offici~lly s03ten at this convention. The report was
qcccpted by the c~nvonticn.

The Prcsident then re~d his QnnuR1 report en the activities of the
Beard of Directors nuring tho past year. The convention accepted this
report.

The Ce~mitteo on Regietr~tion, Mr. Ernst Steinke repcrting, gave
its initiB1 rcpcrt, which showec that 7 p~sters, 5 lay delegates, and
28 visitors were in attendRnco. Tho motion was carried to accept this
prcli~in~ry report.

The treasurer's report WRS then given. It showed a ba1~ncc en July
31 t 1957, of tl177.85. A T.isco11~necus ito~ of J200 was explained by
the treaeurer and thRnks expressed to the congregaticns of thG Confor­
ence fer help given recont1y tc Christ Lutheran Church, Milwaukoe, in
s time of spocin1 neod. The socrct~ry then reAd the report of the Hudit­
ing CCTi~itteG which fcund the rccorde to bo correct and in geod erder.
The moticn wne carried tc 8ccOpt b-th reports.

Since no requests for ceobcrshiP hRd been received, thoro was no
report of tho Ccmmitto3 on Membership.

The ropert of thO businoss 8qn~ger of the Concordia Lutheran sub­
mitten by Mr..~UgU8t Luft. was than road. It shcweci thnt thcrG are 131
~ctive subscribers. Laymon are encouraged t6 scrve as pUblicity 6cn
fer the C.L. "!ords of cc'nffic.:ncl:l.tisn were 81sc exprossod fer thl.' fino
w~rk dsne by the oditer ef cur periodical. Tho mctlcn waG carried that
we put fcrth overy offcrt t~ incrJqso th~ ~ubscripticn list as much as
possible during the ooning yonr and thut the business managor be re­
quested to sond qUBrter1y reports en the progress cf this CAmpaign tc
tho ccngreg~ticns. Tho mction ~:l.8 c:l.rricd to Accopt the rcpcrt Gf the
bueincER mgnager.

Tho neon rccop,~ followed.
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SATURTh~Y ~FTERNOON SESSION - AUGUST 24, 1957 28

The Sqturday Afternoon ses8ion began with the singing of hymn 472,
9 devction based en 1 Cer. 12, 1-27 by Paster Paul Bleedel, and a
prayer.

The ~inutes of the m~rning session were read and approved.
Paster E.C.Hallstein thGn r'ad his essay en ".i~ Digest Reg'lrrl1ng

the Devel~pmcnts ef tho Organizational Relatienships and the Doctrinal
P:sition af the Varieus Lutheran Bedics in ,~mGrica of the Present Day."
The motien was carried te 3CCUpt this p3pcr with thanks and to have it
publishod in installments in eur offici~l ergan.

~ brief recess fellowed.
The Committee on Nominqticns, Pastor Bloedel reperting fer Pastor

Nattercr, thon presented s13tcs of candidates fer the electien. The
f211ewing werG propesed fer tho office of PP£SIDENT: E.Mchlberg, H.D.
Monsing, and E~C.Hallstcin. With no majority on th0 first ballot, a
second ballot was necessary. Elected: PRster Mehlber3'

During the electiens Mr. Elfrod Bloedel began the reading ef tho
revised Ccnstitution.

The f~110win5 slate was pr~pcsod fer VICE-PRESIDENT: E.C.Hallstoin
and H.D.Monsing. Elected: PAstor Hallstein.

Tho fallowing slate W8P preposed for SSCRST~RY: O.W.Scha8fcr and
H.D.Mensing. Elected: Paster Schaefer.

Tho follov1inc3 slnt0 1-1,'1S prcpo8 ad fot' TRKlSURER: E. Blcodc 1 and L.
Martin. SlcctGd: E. Bloedel.

The following slate wqe prcposed fer EDITOR of tho C.L.: Paul
Bloedel And M. Natteror. Elected: Pastor Bloodel.

Tho supper hcur follcwed~

SUND.lY HORNING - "~UGUST 25, 1957

The c~nvcnticn ce~~union service, attended by oere than 100 people,
was held Sun~qy ncrning, august 25. Pastor Paul Bloedel delivered an
ingp1ring sormon en 1 Cere 15, 58, encour3ging all tc abound in the
we rk of the Lcrcl. Tho hos t P~lst c r SI]rVe d as Ii turgi st. <l t this so rvicc
an Offering sf }138.03 was roccivca for the ConferGnce treasury.

SUND.~Y .~FTERNOON SESSION - .~UGUST 25, 1957

The Sunray aftorneon sessien bcsan with hymn 413 and a devotion
based en 1 Kings 19 by PAster E.C.Hallstoin.

In tho absonce of Pros. MohJberg, who w~s net feoling well, Pastor
Hallstcin toek tho chair. Tho ninutos of tho previous sessien were
adepted A.s read.

Pastor Bloedel then presented his essay en "Ths Nature ef a True
State af Confession, espcciftlly on tho Part 'of a Church Body. n Ho gave
a brief sketch of the history ef the term " s t8tus ccnfcssienis" and
p~Gscntod the Scriptural basis fer a truo st~tc of ccnfLsslan. Tho
metien was carried to A.ccept this cssay with thanks.

~ briof rocess fcllawed.
Pres. Mchlber~ rejoinon the conventien new an~ gqve the report of

thO CC::l'TI. en Clhurch Fellcwship. He rcferred tc: the rosclution ccncorn­
ing the }!orvlOgiqn Synod pll8scd by the c"'-nventicn in 11ilmot en .~ug. 19,
1956 (soo pngc 29 of Official Prcco0cings). He road a l0tter which he
h9 n writton to Pres. M. Ottc af tho Norw0~isn Synod and also tho
lqtter's respcnse, in which Pros. Ottc st8ted thqt his Syncd's pcsitlcn
en Church and ~inistry lr thqt cf tho Briof Stqtomont. Tho status ef
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the Norwegiqn Synon rCT'll1ins tho SeIne 8S last year. The motien .-2$
w~s cRrried to accept this report.

The fellowing sl:3tc was propes cd fer BUS IN8SS M...N.•GER af the C. L. :
.•up:ust Luft and F. \'11lliAms. Elect0c: gr. LUft.

During th8 elections Mr. E. Bleedel began the rca~ing cf the report
cf thG Ccmmittee on Traihing a Future Ministry.

Thr- fclle','inc; elate WClS prspoRcd fer BO...RD HZ1-IDER-...T-L.RGE: Rcburt
Steinke Sr., L. Mnrtin, and J. Schmitt. Elected: Mr. Steinke Sr.

The fell:-,·ring slate was pre-posed fer the COI>1M. ON IvIISSION OFPORTU­
NITIES: Rov. M.Np,ttercr, Rev. H.D.Mensing, Rov. J.E.Shufelt, Mr. M.
Kcfcid, Mr. J. Schmitt, Mr. H! Firchar, and Mr. E. Steinke. Th~ mctien
w~s carric~ t~ v2te fer thre~ uon located in the same geographic area:
cne pqptcr and two 13vQcn. Elcctoc: PAstor N8.ttcrcr, Mr. Kcfeid, and

1-1 I' • F is cher .
The following slate W'3.S prcpcpcd fer the COMl·1. ON THEOLOGICbL EDU­

C.•TION: Rov. Hcnsinp:, Rev.Shufelt, Z. Bloedel, J.Schmitt, L.I-lartin;
and E.Stoinko. El(ctcd: Paster Mensing, E. Blcedel, and L. Martin.

ThJ motion was carried tc qccupt the rosolutions cffero~ in the
Pre8pectus toward the Tr~ining cf a Future Ministry submitted by the
·J.T.E.

Th0 metion was passed te disoi8S the Camillo on Neoinnticns with
thanks.

~djrurnm0nt fcllcwcd at 6:00 p.o.

HOND...:' MORNING SESSION - ••UGUST 26, 1957

The Monday mcrning BOBsien began with hymn 417, a devoticn based
en Phil. 2, 1-16 by Pa8t~r Mensing, and a pr3yor.

The minutes of tho previeus sessien were read and upprcvod.
The Budget Ccmmittee presented its initial r(pcrt:

MisRicns .........•
C.L.subsidy ....••
Tr!'wo linlJ: .••....•
Pr::;cocdings .....•
MiscellAnoous ....
Theol. ErlucRticn .
Contingent Fun[] ..

,1;2900
740
250

30
20

200
300

~4440

The ~cticn was carried to re-cpon at this time the discussicn cf
the Futuro Ninist~y. Sinco finql ~ctien en this matter will net bo
taken until the 1958 c~nvcnticn, tho meti~n was pns8ed to ask Paster
3lcodel tc prepare a rC8cluticn tc COVer tho interim yeDr regarding
tho futur8 ministry.

Changes and additicns proposed by the Cc~mittQe en Ccnetituticn
Rovisicn WOrG ~ircusse~. The netien was cRrriarl tc aJcpt the Preamble
8nr] :.rticlcs I-III. ThL' rnction was carrier] tc rc-,,,,crk point 2 ef •• rt.V
qnd prosont this later.

The neen hour f~llowod.

MOND.•Y .~FTER1\OON SESSION - .~UGUST 26, 1957

The ~cnday 3ft8rne~n s08si~n began with hymn 265 and a dovet1cn
bqse~ en 1 Patar 1, 3 ff. by PrGsi~cnt Mohlbarg.

D1scu~sion en the revisoD Ccnrtituticn continu~d. The motien was
carr1ed te A.c1Cpt •• rticlos IV - VII.
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Recess followec. 30
The mction was oRrried to adept ~rt1cles VIII - XII. The cct1cn was

cqrriod thBt the entire revised Constitution be aocpted and be sent ts
all Inernbcr crn[)regnticns fer their unanir.lous approval of .~rt. II, III,
IV, an~ VI, ~nd a 2/3 mqjsrity approval of all other articles, that it
alse be sont tc these csngreg9ticns of Gur fellowship who arc not
'n8':1bcr ccn5rc~aticns for thoir unl'lTIilileus ccne13nt tc .~rt. II, Ill, IV,
'1n(; VI.

The ~stion wos carried tc dis~ies the Gemm. en Ccnstitutien Revisicn
with thanks for its thorough work.

Tho ,cticn was carried that the conventicn ompower the President to
~ppcint such individuals and cC~T.ittees as arc provided by the now
Gcnstitution if 3nd wh~n it has been ratified by the masbor congrcgat1cns
qn~ when it has beon approved by those of our fellcwship who arc not
~o~bor c~ngrc8~tion8•

•• t thig time requests fer 8ubsidies wero presentod: 1) ~1500 for
the church fit Muscatino,IO'L; and 2) ~900 for Christ Lutheran Church
in 1'-'I11w8.ukoo. Upon rcccmmcnoaticn of the B08.rd the Dotien W8.S pasEed
to eubsiCize those two congregaticns in tho aoeunts asked fer fer one
yoar, those subRidioR subject to rc-ccnsidoraticn at each next ccnven­
ticn as len~ as there i8 request thorefor, and when such request is
made, th9t the paster ~f such 8. subsidized parish bl asked tc give a
briaf interest report tc tho c~nvonticn.

Pqptcr Paul 3lcodel then presonted the rcsclution concerning tho
Future Ministry nuring tho intorim year as roquosted by the convention
in tho MondAy werning re8sirn. It roads 8.8 fcllcws:

IIlfueroas, it i8 the:' chief purpcso cf cur Confl]rence bGtter
tc c::Jrry cut the ceITi'.land of cur Lord: Go yo intc all tho werld
etc. an~ Go y0 thorefore and toach all nations etc., and

Wheroas, in srdor tc d: this it ip 2n abRclute necossity
fer Ben to be trained f8r the wcrk of the oinistry, and

~hercas, it is beth pCRsible an~ probable that vaoancies in
the p3storal cfficc mqy d~velcp in 2ur ffiidst qnd th~t we h3vo
no mon t~ fill Auch v~clncio8, and

'~hereas, all progress in effective mission w~rk would b0 i~­

paced if tho training of p~8tcrs would bo nu~lGctcd,

Therefcrc J be it resclved:
Thqt we exhcrt cur cf:ngrcgaticns to give pericue ccnsid­

ersticn tc the cnc8urq8o~cnt ~f yeung men to enter tho work of
the ministry, ~nd that When and if qualified mon CCDU to us fer
training in ~ur ~iniAtry, the B0ard of Directors be uillpcworod tc
uqko definito plans fer the immediato instruction of such stu­
aente in ncc2rd3nce With tho Ccnstituticnnl previsions for the CTE.

Tho netion W38 c~rried tc ~dcpt this rescluticn.
The supper hour follcwcd.

HONT.LY EVSNING S~SC:;ION - .~UGUST 26, 1957

The Comm. on RC8clution2, Paet8r Shufelt rcpcrting, then prc80ntod
three rcscluticn8:

1) The ccnventicn un~nimou8ly P8Asod a resolution in which it
cxprcseed regret ever the unhaPPy circuostunces breught about
by tho }JI1nno~pclis faction vlhich led tc "0ur Dcc13r9tien" as
publiRh0d in the Fabr. 1956 issue cf the G.L., reaffirmed its
lovRlty tc the principles of the bcnafide G.L.C., and re­

pud18tcd 8n~ dcncuncc~ hS untrue the charges brcught by the
f8ctisn agqinst th~ officers of the O.L.C. and alsc the charge
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31
of Cqusing a schism in the Conference made against Paeter
Hallstoin and thORO pastore and people who supported· his
strmc1 •

2) It wag resolved that heqrty and sincore thanks be given te
Pastor Schaefer anc hie ccngrcgaticn and tc Pastor Hallstoih
and his cengrcg8ticn for thoir several gifts and services in
th0 interest af the s20bcrs and friends of the CenfBr~nce and
in ~r~ciously Qnd g0ncr~u8ly providing fer their cemfert and
d8ily noccs~itics.

3) Th·:; Dotion W88' c8rricd tc thank cspocil1lly Paster t-kneing fer
his very diligent 9nd f~ithful wcrk en tho matters cf Consti­
tuti~n Rovinicn ano Training ef a Futuro Ministry.

''lith rcg'1rd te, tho requcst cf thc facticn for the Pro.siL'~'nt's

files, tho metien ~as unani~cusly cnrried that wo held that we arc tho
rightful pCsso8scrs an~ therofcre c9nnot relinquish them te anycne to
whcm they de net belcng in the pight ef Gcd.

The motion w~s c8rried tc c8et a un3ni~cus vete fer the officers
in the elections of thie csnv8nticn.

Tho ~ction was carried thqt in the First Prcccedings cf the O.L.C.
p"go 29 "'nf~ 46, tlin st3.tu c'::-nfcssienis with" be;; changed to "in statu
ccnfossi::nitl evcrngo.in8t." --

The ~otion WAS carr1G~ th8t t~o Vice-prosidunt and the Secretary
"lg:1.in s.:;rvc 'HI tho ProRs GO~:1:'1itto'] until ether arrangcfilonts arc made
anr; that this Ccr.H::itte,J mqku scm·; enncunceLJent concerning tho LWF ccn­
venticn in JinneapoliR if thuy ohculd find such 8nnOUnCeillGnt feasiblo.

The ~~tion was carri~d ta 8ccept the rcp~rt of tho CCCD. an Missicn
Oppcrtunitics Bn~ th8 r(cs~~on~ation of the Beard that the Secretary
call Mr. GUOSG in Housten, Texas, to thank hin fer his gift of ~lOO

and to trv tc qrrqnge fer a discussien oC8ting between him and f3.stor
Hqllst~in in tho nCAr futurJ And alse sond him an official letter of
thanks fer hiG g0norcus dcnaticn.

Tho motion w~s carried to approve the rcccomondaticn of the Soard
tc pay tho travoling expenses of Bcqrd members at the rate ef 2¢ per
~ile oor pcrs~n whon twa or Dora tr~vel in onc c8r, this nat tc exceed
8¢ per ~i13. ---

l~n invitqticn fer next year's cjnvcntien was extended by Peace
Luther3n Church in Tinloy Park, Ill. The netien was carriod to accept
this invit ':It icn.

Tho budgot (soo Mon. a.~. ~inutes) was then discussod. Tho @etion
was passcC1 t,: anopt th'] budg''Jt of ~4440,

Tho octirn WAS carried th1t wo Accept Mr. Julius Schmitt's kind
effor tc nimocgrnph tho c~pics of tho Prccocdings.

Tht:: 1:lC't1cn war. carried t:..: aCCL.pt ~11'. E. Flo·:dGl's report csnccrning
the burgct for 1957-58. The dudgct Como. was aisois80d With th~nk8.

Pastor Bl~cdol gave hie report as editor ef tho C.L. and onccuraged
thO brethren tc subnit mero nrticlcs to hin rcgularly. The motien was
cqrrieo tc accept the eoiter's report with sincere thanks fer hie
faithful an~ capable labcr a •

Tho ~ct1cn W0S carric~ to Approve tho action of tho 3card with
roference tc the now emblem Rnd Scripturo verse in tho C.L.

Th~ final roport ef the Sc~m. on RGgistrAt10n shewed 7 pastors, 5
lqy r.~,::lc58t('s, :md 52 vis} tcre in RttC'nn':lTIco. It W118 RcccptC(~.

The Ccmmittoo en EXCU8CS repcrted that thu fLllewing bo 0xcused
fer vAliJ reaAcne: Pastor N~tteror; tw~ lay dulegAtos frcm St. JLhn's,
Lebanon, Or0~cn; t~o lqy del~gatcs freD Poace, Tinley Park, Ill.; and
ena l~y dclQsat~8 frcffi at.PRul's, Emplro, Orogon. Tho ccnvbntion
concurred in thi~ report.
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