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SERMON DELIVERED AT THE OPENING SEZRVICE AUGUST 24 2

by Presidcnt E.L.Mehlberg
on
Ephcslans 4,1-6

Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Confcrence
"I11lmot, South Dakcta August 24-26, 1957

In Chriet, bcloved of the Lord:

By the Lord's rich grace and mercy we have been permitted once
morc to assemble for thc convention of our beloved Confercnce.

Wo have come tecgether for the purpose of strengthenlng cach
other in our Christlan faith and 1life by means of God's Word in order
that the name cf our glorlous Lord may be hallowed, Hls kingdom come to
us and others everyvwhere, and that Hie good Will may be done among us
on earth as 1t 1s don¢ in heaven,

In order that these grcat spiritual blcesings may flow down
upon ue and into cur hearts and lives more freely and abundantly we
have set aslde this pre-convention service tc glve ourselves specilal
opportunity to join our voices first in thanksgiving and pralse to the
Lord for all His benofits, tc ccmmit all our undertakings 1lnto His
graclcus hands, tc join in prayer to iHim for strength and succcses for
the work of His Church, and to r:ccive the lifc-giving exhortation of
His Word.

Our text 1s such a wcrd of exhortation which may the Lord use
to draw us cloger to Him and consequently to cach cther in the precious
fellowship of the Goepcl.

The apostlc Paul had Jjust finished reminding his Ephesian
brethren and 21l Christian rcaders of the glerious Gespel cf 1life into
which possessicn they had ccme by falth in Josus. Ncw he prccecds to
lmpress upcn all Christians the urgency of hclding fast that Geepel.

In dcing thils he becomes a bit personal in crder to help his brethren
tc 2ppreciate the sericusness and gravity cf the situntion.

He says, "I thorefore, the prisoner of the Lord, becsecch yecu,"
If anycne micht have boen inclined tc take Paul's weords a bit lightly,
hie reference to his being a priscner cf the Lord wculd bring such a2
cne back tc some very scber and whclescme reflections. Paul was nct be-
secching anycne on hie own authority, but by the Lord's authcrity alcnes.
and no one cculd justly dcubt cr undcrestimate Paul'e wepds bocausc it
wag his complctc dedicaticn to the Lord that had caused him tc be taken
ag a prisonzr of the etate to Rome frem which he thoen wrote this letter.
In chains, as the Lord's prisoncr, as onc whe 18 a vory speeial scrvant
cf God, having a very special message frcm the Lord, Paul besceches,
earnestly pleade that every ccber-minded Chricstian shculd tak? his words
tc heart. The exhortation of cur text which was sc impcrtant for the
Ephesians and for the Christians of those days and which 1g alsc sc very
Important for ue, too, in this agc of unionism and disunity, 1s this:

ENDEAVOR TO KEEP THE UNITY COF THZ SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PE&CE!
I.
What 1s the unity of the Spirit which the Lord thrcugh the

meouth of his prlsoncr sc beseccchingly urges us to keep? The unity of
the Spirit 1s the onencsas of faith whoreby we are jJeined to Christ
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through His ord by the Holy Spirit intc one spiritual body of 3
bclievers. That is established by our text: "There is one bedy, and
cne Splirit, even as ye are called in one hcpe of your salling; One
Lord, onc falth, onc baptism, cone God snd Father of all, who 1s above
all, and through all, and in ycu all."

By means of His Holy Spirit God has thrcugh the written Word
revealed Himself to us as our Fathcr. In that Word God has revealed to
2ll men that they are by birth sinncre under the control of Satan,
enemies of Ged, and doomed to cternal damnation. In that Word He has
1lsc revealed that in His fatherly pity and love for us lost sinncrs
He sent His Son, cur Lcrd Aand 5avicr, Jesus, into the werld to redcem
the werld from sin, death, and hell in crder that through His blood
shed for all men cn the cress forgivences of sins, 1life, and salvation
might bo sccured.

It 1s through the cperation cf thce Holy Spirit that Ged by
His Word crcatcs ncew 1lifc in the hearts of sinncrs. Thrcugh the Sacra-
ment of Baptism He bestows fcergivencse cof sins, delivers from death and
the devil, and gilves cternal ealvaticn tc 2ll whe belicve, as the words
and premiscg of God decclarce. -

Yeg, the Spirit cof Ged by the water and the Werd bestows upon
ginners saving falth in Jesus, resculng them frem etcrnal death and
translating them inte the Kingdcm of grace. It 1s there in the Kingdom
of grace that they now knew God as their Fathcr, their loving Creator
and Prescrver, Jecgus ags thelr blessed Savior and Redecmer, and the
Holy Ghcst as their Ccmfortcr and Sanctificr.

Such reborn Caristiians alsc learn through the enlightcning
power c¢f the Hely Spirit by the Werd that this salvation which they
have cttained is a free gift of Ged's leve. Feor the apestle tclls the
Ephesians in this lettor: "By gracc are ye eaved through faith; and
that not cf ycurs-clves: it 1e the gift eof God: not of works, lest any
man chculd boast." They learn the ccemforting fact that Ged's love al-
rzady had scught thcm cut for salvation even before they were bern;
yes, even before the foundaticns of the werld were laid. The apcestle
dirzcte thce attention of his readsrs tc that blessed fact in the begin-
ninz cf this letter when he exclalms tc the brethren with garctful
heart tc the Lord: "Blesged be the God and Father cf cur Lcrd Jesus
Zhrigt, who hath bleegsed us with all spiritual blessings in hcavenly
places in Christ; acccrding as he hath chesen us in him befcore the
fcundation cf the world, that we should be hcly and withcut blame be-
fore him in love."

And sc 1t was through faith in Jesus that these reborn slnners
in the Ephesian ccngregation fecuné themegclves united into cne gplritual
body by the onc Holy Spirit; that they had cnc hepe for salvaticn,
namely, Jesus' blcod and rizhtecusness. They reccgnized cne Lerd whem
they ncw loved and obeycd. One falth they cenfecseed, cne baptlsm of
1ifc which they adrninistered. Yes, they worghippsd conc God #nd Father
of all whc 1s zbcve all, who is in all Christian hearte with His saving
grace, and who wcrks thrcecugh them sc that the preeicus Gospel of life
ig sharcd with the brethren tc the edification and strengthening cf
thelr cwn faith and tc the salvatlion of otheor scule whe y2t are tc be
added to God's flcck by the teestimeny and operation of the Spirit.

In that blcesed unity of the Spirit the Epheslans were living
when Paul addrcssed thesc words t2 them. 4And in that samce blaessed
unity of the Spirit we here find cursclves as a result of the selfsame
werk ¢f the same Spirit.

Now 1t is God's carncst dcsire that we truly appreciatc and
keep that bleseing cf the unity cof the Spirit. For that reason the
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apostle pleads: "I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, becseech 4
you that ye walk werthy of the vccation wherewith ye arc called...
endeavering to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."

II.

How can we kcep this most precious possessicn, the unity cf
the Spirit? Paul explains: "With all lcwliness and moekness, with long-
suffering, fcrebearing one another in love; endcavoring to keep the
unity cf the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

That hgs lowlincss and mccekness to de with keeping the unity
of the Spirit? a sinner becomes humble and meek through faith in Jesus.
He now sees hls sins in thelr true light and that humbles him. He re-
allzes that he deecrves nothing but shame, disgrace, death and hell.
dc recognizes that Ged in mercy has redecmcd him by the blecd of Jesus
and has fergiven him all hie sins, freely giving him heavenly hencr,
1life, and eternal s2lvation. The mcre a pocr sinner thinks abcut this
wonderful gift of God's frec grace, the morc lowly and meek he beccmes:
that 1¢ the way the Spirit of Ged werks in his heart, making him cver
more thankful tc the Lord feor having rcdecemed hie soul frem Satan and
hell and fcr having leéd him Iintc precicus communicn with hie God and
Savicr. Such a Christian wentas tc hcld cn tc the Word of the lord in
its truth and purity at all costs bccause it is his 1life, his joy, his
p-ace, and salvation.

Therc 1s danger ever pres . nt that the Christian stops belng
meek and lowly becauae the devil of pride ccntinues to dwell in his
wicked flesh. The flcsh dcece nct like tc hear the humbling message cf
the Gospel. It prompts the Christian ccnstantly tc eontradict the Verd
of Ged. How quickly we may fall intc the sin of pride! How often has not
the sin of pride created dideension and disruption awmong brethren and
Christian congregations.! Wo kncw this frcm bitter experience and Ged's
Yord leaves no doubt about that in cur minds. "Ged resisteth the proud,
but giveth grace unto the humble." Let that humble us and help us meekly
tc endeaver to keep the unity cf the Spirit in thc bocnd of peace!

Yes, lowliness and meckness 1s an impertant part cf our
Christlan character. It 1s nct scmething we are bern with; it is a gift
of Ged's Sririt. By daily fighting against our sinful pride and by
prayerfully cultivating the spirit cf lowlincss and meekness amcng the
brethren and in 211 our other relationships, we are endeavcring to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bend of peace.

The apcatle mentlons additicnal qualities which arc essential
tec cur Christian character if we are tc have an attitude which cendeavcrs
te keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace: "With longsuffer-
ing, forbearing cne another in love."

e Christians all have our weakncgses, our fallings, and
shertcemings. Yes, we dzily sin much and indeed descrve ncthing but
punishment. Brethren have to be patient and longsuffering with each
¢ther fcr that reascn. They muet bear with the weak and cverlcck and
fergive much in each other. “hen a brether slips intc a gin, the
brethren shculd not cast him cff i1qanediately as a herctic and a hcathen,
but eeck in the epirit cof leve to rescue the crring brecther frem his
errer. When a brother falls intc sin, lc¢t us reflect in cur own mingd
and reoncember that it coculd Jjust as well have been our cwn sclf but by
the grace cf God which pressrved us. Then let us in gratitude tc the
Lerd for having sparcd us scek with love and genuine sympathy tc bring
the erring brother back tc the path of 1lifc. Paul dirccts us tc the
rizht attitude in his letter tc the Galatians: “"Brethren, if a man be
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cvertaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restcre such an 5
cne in the spirit of mecknees; conslidering thyself, lest thou

alsc be tempted. Bear ye one ancther's burdens, and so fulfll the law
of Chriet. Fcr if a man think himself tc be something when he 1s
nothing, hc docelveth himself." and in thnis present letter the apoetle
oxherts: "Let all bitternese, sné wrath, and anger and clamour, and
evil speaking be put away frem you, with all mallge. and be kind one
tc ancther, tenderhecarted, feorziving ono auncther, even as God for
Chriet's sake hath fcrgiven you."

On the other hand, if a brother after Christian admonition
gtubbornly refuses tc give up his false doctrine or ungodly life, it
will not do to be paticnt and longsuffering with him., By defending and
rcfusing tc give up his error hc has broken the unity of the Spirit.

Hc has scparated himself from the fcllcewehip cof the Hely Spirit and
ccnecquently also frem the spiritual fellowship cf hls brethren in the
faith. Thc cnly way that the preclous unity of the Spirit can bc re-
stored 1s by repentantly forsaking his sin, so that the Spirit will
ccme back Inte his heart again. Sc lcng as such a brother ccntinuss in
his sin, we are to have no church fellcwship with him because he has
broken the unity cf the Spirit, he has severced the spiritual tie which
bcund him tc Christ and to us his brethren in the faith., The Hely
Spirit directs us in pascsages like Matthew 18, 15-17 and Rcmans 16, 17,
hew tc deal with such crrerists.

If we would ccntinuc tc fcllowehip with such a persistent
errcrist, we wculd thereby shcw that we are mcre concerned about keep-
ing the external unity cf ccngregational membershlip than we are about
keeping the unity of the Spirlt. In that case we would be mcre ccncerned
about kecplng extornal peace in the congregaticn than abcut keeping
the bend cf peace which 1g based on the unity of the Spirit.

The =eamc applies to fellowship in a cenference with other
congregations and synods, 1f aftcr repeated admenition an erring sister
eyned persists in 1its errors, we nust scparatc from the offender
according tc Ged's command., If we dc nct, we thereby indicate that we
actually lcve and respect and prize mcre highly the external unity of
the syncdlcal organizatiocn than the unity of the Spirit.

Christians who out of lcve tc Christ faithfully act acccrding
te Ged's Word in 2ll the situations cf thelr 1life, they are the truc
members, the true bulldeprs, the true dofenders cf Zion. Thelir chief
coenecern is tc endeaveyr to keep the unity of the Spirit in thec bend of
peace¢. Fer that reason they strive daily tc conduct themsclves with all
lowliness 2and mecknesgs, and exercise¢ lcngsuffcring, forbearing cne
ancther in leove. That kind of ccnduct among brethren makes for p. ace.
Yes, 1in that manncr alcne, by heeding the Werd of Ged, we make the way
clcar fer the Hely Ghest tc work repentance in the hcarts cf those whe
have gene astray and tc incrcase and strengthen cur own falth sc that
wo are welded mere firmly to Christ cur Rcdeemer and tc cach other in
the unity of the Spirit.

sccordingly, since the unity cf the Spirit is our mcst prized
pcssessicn herc on carth, and by the unmcrited grace cf Ged it has been
bestewed upen ug by faith, let us cheriegh it and with grateful hearts
te the Lord fcllow His blesscd exhertation tc endeaver tc keep 1t. We
will therefere through the Spirit put off ccncerning the former ccn-
versaticon the ¢ld man, which 1e¢ cerrupt accerding to the deceltful
luate; and be rcenewed in the epirit cf cur mind, sc that we do not
grieve the Holy Spirit whereby we are sealed untc the day cf redemption.
e will dally put on the new man which aftor Ged 1eg created in right-
ccus8negs and true holiness, We will have nc fellowshlp with the
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unfruitful worke of darkness, but rather rcprove them. We will walk 6
gircumepecctly, not as fcels, but as wlse, redceming thc time because
the days are evil; understanding what the will cf the Lord 1s, filled
with the Spirit, speaking to curselves with psalms and hymns and
spiritual scngs, singling and making meledy in cur hearts to the Lerd;
ziving thanks always for 211 things untc Gecd and the Father in the
name c¢f cur Lord Jesus Chriet; eubmitting curselves one te ancther in
tac fear of Ged. ith the Spirit's help we will henceforth be nc mere
children, tosscd tc and fro and carricd about with cvery wind cf dce-
trine, by the slcight of men, 2nd cunning craftinecss, whcreby they lie
in walt tc deccive; but epeaking the truth in love, we will grow up
intc Him in =all things, which ie¢ the Hcad, cven Christ.

all this blcssedness which the apcstle describes fcr us in
thie Epistlc ies curs through cur pcssessiocn cof the unity of the Spirit,
brethren! Let us cendeavor tc kecp it! May the Lerd grant this cur
hutble petiticn upcn us all! "Now untc him that is able tc dc cxceeding
abundantly Aabove all that we ask cr think, acccrding tc the power that
werketh in us, untc Him be glcry in the church by Christ Jesus through-
cut all ages, werld without cnd. anmen."
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SERMON DELIVERED AT THE SUNDAY SERVICE 7

by Rev. Paul Bloedel
Empire, Oregon
on
Cor.15, 58

Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference
Wilmot, South Dakota Aug. 24-26, 1957

Beloved friends in Christ,

The devil, the world, and our sinful flesh would 1like nothing
better than to discourage us in our work for Christ and in our stand
for the pure teachings of His "ord. And, humanly speaking, we would
indeed have much to be discouraced about. 7 years have passed since we
were forced tc break away from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod be-
cause of that body's persistent toleration of error in doctrine and
practice and to form our own orthiodox Lutheran Conference. But even in
that newly formed group we encountered cne discouragement after another
bothh In our respectlive congregations as the result of unfaithful mem-
bers and algo in our Conference at the hands of false brethren.

During the past 2 ysars an entire faction within our Conference
began t0 uphold and defend the president of our seminary who had de-
fected from the Truth by insisting on being able to fellowship with a
member of the YWisconsin Synod who for non-scriptural reasonsg refused tc
acknowledge us publicly as brethren and publicly to defend our Scrip-
tural position. Yhile insisting on a false fellowship with this par-
ticular member of the Wisconsin Synod the preslident cf our seminary at
the same time severed his fellowship with one of our brethren who
challenged the veracity of his stand and also termlinated his fellowship
with all othrrs who questioned hig position. Consequently we have been
forced to re-align oursclves under the bannsr of the Truth which "cannot
be broken" and which is "a Lamp unto our fect and a Light unto cur path.
But even since our former brethren in Minneapolis have terminated their
fellowship with us, our work has not been without disappointment and
disheartening experiences. For thls reason I have chosen as our text
for this morning's meditation a portion of God's Word which leads us to
consider as our theme the question: --

WHAT SHOULD ENCOURAGE US TC REZIMAIN FAITHFUL IN THE WORK WiHICH WE
HAVE BEILN PURSUING?

In answcr to this question, our text remlinds us:

1. that our work is the work of the Lord.
2. that our labor is not in vain in the Lord.

May God the Holy Ghost bless the conslderation of His Word . . .
IO
In this day of fast living, change, and what the world calls
"progrcss", many so-called Christians, pastors, congregatione, and
entire church bodic¢s have become infected with the idea of change and

departure from the old pathe of th¢ Scriptures. They actually sect
forth a chanzing Christ for a changing world, a more attractlve
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message for a more progressive humanity. But morally and spir- 8
1tually humanity as such since the fall always remains the same,

for "they are all gone aside, they are alto$ether become filthy:

there 1s none that doecth good, no, not one." (Ps.14:3) "There is not

a just man upon earth, that dooth good, and sinneth not." (Eccl.7:20).
It muet be sald of all men that they are conceived in inquity and born
in sin.

But natural man does not rcsalize thls! It is the religion of natur-
al man, the religion of our sinful flesh, that every person as hc 1is
born into this world has some good in him and that, although no one 1is
perfect, yet as long as cone trice to do what he thinks is good and
right, God will overlook his bad qualitics and will surcly take him to
heaven. Such is the rc¢ligion of 211 hcathen from the most ignorant
pagan to the most lcarncd and versatilc member of the Masonic lodge.
And cevon many so-called Christian churches mix Law and Gospel to such
an extent that tholr members actually are made to believe that they can
gave themselves by striving to keep the Law of God or that they can at
lcast help along toward their salvation by thelr good works. Many think
that by living an outwardly morml nand decent 1lifce they arc sure to gain
the favor of God. But how contrary such notions are to what is plainly
taught in the Holy Scripturcs.

In the holy Scirptures wc are told that the "imagination of man's
hecart is evil from his youth", that "out of thc heart proceed evil
thoughts, murdcrs, adulterics, fornications, thefts, falsc witness,
blasphemies",that if it wepre even poseible for man to kecp the whole
law and yet if he were to disobey the law in only one point, in hils
thoughts, words or dceds, God's Judgment upon such a person is that
"ne 1s guilty of all". And the Scriptures make it clear that all who
are gullty of breaking God's Law are condcmncd to cternal punishment
in the flames of hcll, "for the wagcs of sin is death" and "the soul
that sinncth it shall dic.”

It is, thercefore, the work of the Lord through Hies Law to bring
man to the realization of his uttor sinfulnees and damnablencss in
God's sight, to causc man to know himself as he really is, namely,
without truc fcar and love and trust in God, without the minutcst
portion of rightcousncss, with only a strong inclination, yes, with
only the abillity to do that which 1s ovil and wicked, with a mind which
doeg not have the glightest will to do that which 1s pleasing to God
or to accept His Word. Thus God dcecribes man as becing spiritually
dead, epiritually blind and an encmy of God, snd that all his best
works arc as filthy rags. It 1s, therefore, the work of the Lord through
His Law to cause a person to be stricken with terror on account of his
sins and to cry out in despair as did Luthcr in his monkhood days:

"My sins, my eins, my sins!" It ic CGod's purpose through the law to
bring manking to thc brink of despair. Like the blows of 2 crushing
hammer, thc Law dcstroys the pridcec and sclf-righteousncse in man and
causcs him to secc at every turn his worthlessnees, his wretchedness,
his hopclessness, his splritual poverty, hils descrving of nothing but
temporal decath and cternal damnation from God, that there is nothing
hc can do to carn God's favor, that he cannot cven possibly becgin to
carn salvation for himeclf., That is the WORK OF THE LORD through His
Law! But the work of thec Lord docs not stop thcre, for "the Lord is
not willing that any should pcrish,” Hc docs not take pleasure in the
dcath of the wicked, but wants 81l men to be saved. He has therefore
providzd a way of full and frc< salvation for all men in the Gospel.
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Through the Gospel it 1s the work of the Lord to declare to 9
those who, through the Law, havo become terrified in their hearts
s«nd minds because of their sins: "Son, be of good cheer, thy sins
or foreiven thee." But doce not such a pronouncement of forgivencss
contradict the Law with its pronouncemcnt of condemnation? Not at all.
God does not and has never regarded sin as a light matter. He never
overlooks sin, its guilt, or its punishment, for He is a righteous,
Just and holy God, and if He should mark our sins agalinst us, all of
us would be¢ condcmned. But God, in His tender and abundant grace and
mercy, prcpared 2 plan of salvation for man c¢ven beforc He 1laid the
foundations of this world nnd universe. He put thils wondrous plan into
¢ffect when, after thce fall of man into sin, He promised to our first
parcnts a SAVIOR. and "when the fulnces of the time was come, God sent
forth His Son, madec of a woms~n ..." Yes, our Jceus placed Himself under
the Law and in our stead He fulfilled that Law of God perfectly in
thought, word, and deed, for in Him there was no sin neither was any
gulle found in His mouth. Cur Jcsus algo suffcred the etcrnal condemna-
tion in hcll which we deserved by our sins, for all our sins have been
marked sgainst Him. ¥Yes, the "Lord hath 1laid on Him the iniquity of us
2ll"; God has "made Him who kncw no gin to be sin for us, that we might
bec made the righteousncss of God in Him." "Christ hath redeecmcd ue from
the curse of the Law, being madc a curse for us." Thus, in Christ "we
have redcmption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according
to the riches of His gracce." It is therefore the work of the Lord
through the Gospel to point men to Jesus, "the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of the world."

Now 1t 1s the will of God that His work, through the proper preach-
ing of the Law and of the Gospel, be carried on by the belicvers in
Christ, ycs, by us Christians. Thls is our all-important duty and our
greatest privilege as children of God, namely, th.t we as individual
“hristians, as pastore, as congrcgations, and as a confercnce show men
their sins and the wrath of God through the Law and, through the Gospel,
show them thelr Savior and the grace of God and, to this end, declare
unto men the whol¢ counscl of God, adhere to the Word of Ged in its
full Truth and purity, and contend for the faith oncc delivered te the
gainte that the lLaw may not lose its fury and ite terrors and that the
Gospel may not losc ita sweetncss and its comfort. Yes, this is our
work and it is the work of thc Lord.! It ie therefore the work of the
Lord when individual Christiane abide by the purc teachinge of God's
Word in doctrinc and life, for thus Jesus calls them the "light of the
world" and the "salt of thc earth." It 1g the work of the Lord when a
group of Christiansg in a locality cgtablish for themselves the office
of the ministrv for the public proclamation of the Word of God and for
the public administration of thc Sacramentes. It is the work of the Lord
when Christian pastors fulfil thce dutles of -thceclr office te the best of
thelir ability and in accordancc with God's Word, rightly dividing the
Word of Truth and making full procf of thcir ministry. It 1s the work
of the Lord when congregations who are faithful to thc pure teachings
of God's Yord group thcmselves together in a conference such as ours
for the purpose of better fulfilling the command of the Lord: "Go ye
intc all the world ..." "Go yc, thercfore, and teach all natione .
"Ye ghall be witnceses unto Mc ...unto the uttcrmost parte of the
earth.”" And so, our work is indccd the work of the Lord, and because
1t is the work of the Lord, and not merely our work, we should never be
discouraged, but should rather bc encouragced tc be more and more faith-
ful in the performance of this work even as St. Paul writes in our
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text: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be yec steadfast, unmcveable, 10
always abounding in the work of the Lord." And ho continues in the
s.cond part of our text: "Forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not
in vain in the Lord."

II.

This 2lso should cncourage us in the work which we have been pur-
suing, namely, that our labor 1s not wasted, that our work is not in
vain in the Lord.

It is indecd a sad thing when a person labors in vain. Think of
the grcat disappointment of a gardener or of a farmer who, aftcr care-
fully workins up his ground, fertilizing it, planting the seed, culti-
vating the tender plants, finds in the end a failure of harvest and
that all his labor hae been in vain. And so also in other vocations and
professioria --- oftentimes much work is spent in valn, But therc¢ 1is onec
profesaion in which our labor is never in vain, and that is in thc work
of the Lord.

Certainly there are times when we may feel that our work for the
Lord 1¢ in vain, that nothing is becing accomplished, that ths church
1s not growing. Yes, therc are times when God does not permit us to
recognize the fruits cof our labor in His vineyard. So also it was with
Z1liJ)2h, in thc 01d Testament, who rcquested the Lord to let him die
becauee hie preaching scemod to him to be in vain. The Lord, however,
revealed to him that his werk was not wasted and that there were 7,000
people in Isracl wvho had not followed the gods of the heathen. And eo
also our text assurcea us: "Forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not
in vain in the Lorad."

God'e Word is never profcssed or preached in vain. 4n individual
Christian, a pastor, a congregation, or a cohfercncc working with this
Tord 1s notworking in vain. Our official periodical, thec Concordia
Lutheran, inasmuch as it sets forth the pure teachings of God's Word,
1s not belng published in vain. Thus God declares conccerning His Word:
"As the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth noct
thither, etc." Herc God plainly states that His Yord will accomplish
Juat ex=agtly what He wante it to accompliesh; it will bring about that
purpose for which He intcended it and for which He had it scnt among
the children cof men., It 1is simply cur duty tc perform the work of the
Lerd, tc shout the glad tidinge of salvation to a world lost in the
darknese of sin and unbelicf, tc proclaim the Werd ¢f God in its full
truth and purity -- and our God assures us that this, our werk, is not
in vain but that it will acccmplish His purpose in the hearts of men.
fle 1t is whc adds tc the church dally such as ehould be saved. 4nd cven
though we may nct be so fortunate as tc sce the abundant fruit of our
laber here in this world, yot, on the last day we will sce what God,
through our work, has acccaplishad, "forasmuch as we¢ know that cur
labor is not in vain in the Lord." This alsc then chould encourage us
grcatly tc be faithful in thc work which we have been pursuing.

Now, as wc approach thc Lord's table this mcrning, let us search
cur hea2rte on the basls of the Word of God which we have heard. How
eft:n have we not murmured or complained, 1f nct openly, at least in
our hearts, sbout thz hardehips, the trials, thc disappointments, the
afflictions and the persccutions which have ccme upon us as the result
cf the work which we heave beon pursuing. How often have we not felt
disccuragcd bocause of the slow amcunt of cutward grcwth which our
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ccngregations have experienced! How often have we not felt that we 11
have worked so hard for the Lord and that God has not blessed our
labors! Yhen such thoughts fill our hearts and minds, let us go to

the way cf sorrows in Jecrusalem and there sce Jesus, wearlng a crcwn
cf thorne and bearing a heavy cross, ladcen alsoc with the buden of our
eins. Hc 1s nect ccmplaining or murmuring, althcugh His closest dis-
ciples have forsaken Him. He doce not say: "The way is too long; the
burden is toc heavy." Ncthing could discourage Him in the work which
He d4id for us. Should anything ciscourage us in the wcrk which we would
dc fer Him? Looking upon Jcesus and the work which He did for us, must
we nct confcae that we are indecd unprofitable scrvants?

May we, thcrefore, with the help of Him who worketh in us becth to
will and to dc of His gocd plcasure, earnestly rceclve to heed morc
fervently the words cf our text: "2e yc eteadfast, unmoveable, ever
aboundint in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as y¢ know that ycur
labor is not in vain in thc Lerd." And to this end may this Hely Sac-
ramgnt cf Christ's truc body and blced strengthen and uphold us in cur
faith and preserve in us the necessary ccursge to remain faithful in

the work which we have been pursuing.
Amen.
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THE NATURE OF A TRUE STATE OF CONFESSION, ESPECIALLY 12
ON THE PART OF A CHURCH BODY

Essay presented by Rev. P. Bloedel
to the Convention, Aug.25, 1957

"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I con-
fess also before my Father which is in heaven." Matt.10:32. On the basis
of thls passage every Christian is congtantly in a state of confession
ovar against all error in doctrine and practice. Such a state of con-
fession includes all forthright testimony by word and by deed in favor
of the truth and againgt all error and false doctrine. A state of con-
fession in this sense (the wider sense) is simply the true Christian's
personal witness bearing for Christ in accordance with the Savior's
injunction: "Ye shall be witnesses unto Me,..unto the uttermost parts
of the earth." Acts 1:8.

This term, however, due to ecclesiastical usage, is used, theol-
ogically, to express a position which true Christiane, orthodox congre-
gations, or larger orthodox church bodies must take when they find them-
gselves in a heterodox grour or when error in doctrine or practice has
gained a foothold in a former orthodox group in which they hold member-
ship. The situation which therefore calls for such a state of confession
Way involve a member over againgt hls congregation, a congregation over
agalnst a synod or conference, or an entire synod over against slster
synods. In each of these several cases the same passages of Holy Writ
apply. After a brief sketch of the historical background of "status
confessionis”" we will consider those portions of Scripture which are
mogt pertinent to this sublect and, on the bassis of sound doctrine, make
our practical applications and dlescuss cases of casuistry.

II

The accessible historical material concerning "status confessionis"
ie 30 indefinitc ang vaguc =2s to the meaning of the term and ite impli-
2=tiong that cne is not amazcd at all the confusicn which has centered
1tself around this term,

.The essavist must dcclarz at the very outret that ne docs not know
where, when, or how this term, "satatus confecasionis", originated. As far
as hls knowlcdge gocey ot the basis of the informatlion which he has at
n nd in his library, th- first appearancc which the cccleeiastical term,
"st=tue confecssionis", madec on the puges of Lutheran History scems tc
hsve bcen in the Proceedinpgs of tho Synodicnl Conference, 1875, pp.24-26,
where we rend: "The question is asked, May onc practice church fellowship
w1ith 2 minister who is a member of o body which toleratcs chiliasm, but
who rejecte thie 2rror sand publicly tcstifles agninat it? The following
anewar was aiven: That would be unlioniem. Only thon would such fcllow-
ship be permittcd whon such a member were found in the confescional state
(in statu confeessionis), th2t is, when he informs his synod openly -

'T reject tale doectrine, but since I cannot in falrnees dcamsnd that you
zhare my conviction overnight, I will remain with you in the hopc that
this may finally ccmc about.' Such a membor must continue to tostify in
public convontion and periodicals 227inst such crror and make no secgrct
of his intintion to have the eynod finally joln him in rejccting false
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doctrine, the alternative belng that he would leave the synodical 13
union, Of course, there are such as declare that they would resign,

but do not carry this out. In thls way someone may be a member of such
a gynod under protests for a while, so long as his testimony is not
prohibited and he may still hope that it will bear fruit. Just when thc
moment of rcsignation may have come must probably be left to the con-
gcicnee of the individual... There 1e a great diffsrence between ¢entor-
ing a unionistic body and being forced to leave it. The first 1s not
permissable under any ciprcumetances; in the latter case 1t may be
n~cecesary to rcmailn for a shorter or longer period of time for the pup-
posc of testifving against crror.”

This statement from the Synodical Confercnce Procecdings 1s far
from beinz unmistakably clcar. Conscquently it can bo and has beon gross-
ly misused contrary to clear Biblical pronouncements. One of the greatcest
faults of this Synodical Conforence statement is that it offcrs no
Scriptural proof for itz asscortions and thus ylelds itself to ambiguity.
It doecs not define "status confessionis" but cites an example of its
practice. It speake of the possibility that it "may be neceesary to re-
main (in a unionistic body) for 2 shorter or a longer period of time for
the purpose of testifying azsinat error", but doce not stipulate how one
in such a position must act with rcgard to the practice of religious
fellowshlip with thc corporatc body or with its adhercnts and constitu-
¢nts., Thus, in recent years, much confusion has receulted over the use
of this term.

In 1889 in the convention discussion of a portion of Pieper's
essay, "The Differcnce Between Orthodox and Hetcrodox Churches," which
wag delivered before the Southern District Convention of the Missouri
Synod, the question was asked: "What about accepting the position of
spongor for a child in a heterodox church?" 4 portion of the ansgwer,
apparently given by the cssayiet, includes the following: "Acccpting the
voeition of a spongor is a church matter, A& Christian should not permit
himself to be induced to become a sponsor for 2 child in a heterodox
church. If a Christian accepte the position of sponsor in a Reformed
church, for example, he thercwith sanctions its false doctrine of Bapticen.
The question whecther this also applies to accepting the position of
cponsor in the (Lutheran) Texas Synod was answcred in the affirmative
because the Texas Synod continues in fellowshlp with crroristes. As long
7e it does not quit such fellowship, 1t must be dealt with as a hetcrodox
body. An exception would of course be made 1f a man were indeed outwardly
a member of this body, but aleo was in the etate of confcselon, testify-
ing against the falec doctrine which that body toleratee." Here, too,
Picper mercly mentions a "etate of confessiocn" but goce into very meager
dctall as to what such a statc of cenfession involves.

At Okabena, on Sept. 26, 1951, when the OLC had ite beginning, the
rhrasc, "in etatu confessionis™, was uscd in point 3 article II of our
Articles of Agrecment. Thcre we read, == onc of the objectives cof the
Counfcrence: "To offer cncouragement and assistance to pastors, teachers,
laymen and congregations, who are in the state of confeesion (in statu
confes=ionis, that is, in protcsting membership) in hcterodox Luthcuran
bodice, and who chare our Confcesion of Faith." However, in onc of the
essays 2nd in the Zonferoncc Mootine Rulcs in the Procecdings of the First

Annual Mecting of the Orthodox Lutherzn Confercnce, the phrasc (in statu
confessionis) ware used wronzly as though onc could be "in etatu confese-
lonie" WITH a heterodox church bedy (e¢f. pp.29 and 46 of the Proceedings. )
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And so, even at Okabena there was apparently a certain amount of 14
ccenfusion conecerning this term, its proper usage and its Scrip-

tural implications. No stress was placed upon the Scriptural basis

or foundation for a state of confession. (The essaylst recalls how he,
after the Ckabena meeting, had asked the president of the newly formed
body upon what Bible passage being in a state of confesgslon was based.
The Scripture passage cited by the president was II Thess. 3:14,15:
"And if any man obey not our word by this cpistle, note that man, and
have no company with him, that hec may be ashamed. Yet count him not as
an cencmy, but admonish him as a brother.")

In the Wisconsin Synod the term, "status confessionis", was and
gt1ll is eimply a "statc of confusion.” In thec January, 1952, issuo of
the Theological Quartcrly of the Wigconsin Synod, Prof. Reim made this
comment conccrning thc OLC: "The reasons for which thies 1ittls group
has made 1te grave decislon arc the very oncs on which we have placed
ouraclves on record At last gummcr's conventlon, and by which we stand
unlegs we faill iIn the statu confessionis into which we have placed our-
sclvee by our New Ulm resolutions.'

We recall thce splendid essays which were dolivercd at New Ulm
(later summarized in the Northwestorn Lutheran) setting forth plainly
the truc doctrines of Holy Wrlt and vividly pointing out the ilnadequacy
and untruthfulness of the Common Confcsgion. On thc basis of these cssays
the Wis. Synod rcjected thc Common Confession and appcaled to the Luth-
eran Church-Missourl Synod to repudiatc its astand upon the Common Con-
fcsslon and also t0 suspend negotiations with the american Luth. church.
It 1s with regard to this resolution in particular that Prof. Reim made
the above statement concerning the Wis. Synod's state of confession
over agalnat Mlissouri, It was scon evident, howevcr, that a great number
in the Wis, Synod did not share Prof. Reim's position and that he, too,
geemingly did not rcalize the implicatiocns of a true state of confession,
cr if he did, it was not long before he began to compromise his position.

At the 19%2 Synodical Conforcence Convention at St.Paul, the Wis.
Synod delegation declared through thelr Standing Committec on Church
Union that "in ord.r to guard our ovwn failth and to remain true to our
God, that, though we do not at this time disavow our fcllowship with
the Missouri Synod in the Synodical Conferencc, yet, because thc con-
fessicnal basis on which the synods of the Syn. Conference have Jointly
stood so far has been seriously impaired by the Common Confession, we
continue to uphold our protcst and to declars that the Mo. Synod by re-
talning the Common Confession and ueing it fer further steps toward
union with the ALC is disrupting thce Synodical Confercnce (See Consti-
tution, art 5). Thus while wo await a declsion by our Syncd in this grave
gltuation, we ccntinue our present relationcshlp with the Missouri Synod
only in thc hope that 1t may still comec tc see the error of its way.
Hence we find oursclves in 3 ST4TE OF CCUFIS3ION (theclogically ex-
pressed, IN STATU CONFiSSIONIS,." The next ccenvertion of the Wisconsin
Synod made no Scriptural decision and this declarcd state of confession
cn the part of thelr dolegotes to the Syncdical Confercnce became what
Prof. Reim stated it should nct become, namcly, "a long-term arrange-
ment", "a mere sham", "a clever explanation of how one can continuc in
2 fello~ah1p which 1q ne lenger bzeed on full unity of doctrine and
practice." (Northwestcrn Lutheran, Sept.7, 1952, pp.282,283,) To this
day thc Wi=, Synod 1s thorouzhly confuscd and becausc cof their confusien
they most outragcously abusc those passages of Hely Scripturce which

-
www.concordialutheranconf.com



1957 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

15
fcrbid unionism, i.e. religious work and worship with thosc not agreed
in dogtrinc.

The Norwegian Synod was likowise and still is in a state of confu-
sion ith regard to its relationship over against the Lutheran Church-
Migsouri Synod. Already in 1951, the Roport on the June Convention of
the Norwegian Synod, page 43, etatces: "We thorcforec belisve that the
Synod should realize and cpenly declare that it 1s in statu confccsionis
with the Miesouri Synod. That is, wc belicve that, as our Synod has been
adwonishing our sietcr-Synod not to forsake the truth, so it must con-
tinugto do, and affirm that it will do, but only so long as thc Miseouri
Synod scriously considers cur testimony." Cnc year later, at the 1952
3yncdical Zonfcrence Convention at St.Paul, the Norwcgian Synod deplored
the "miscarriage of parliamentary justice" but rcjoiced over the fact
that "the Luthcran Shurch-Misscuri Syned, the Slevaks, Wisconsin, and
the Norwegians arce still brothsrs in the faith." About a year later, in
1953, studsnte who left Mlssouri for ceonscicnce reasons and entercd the
Norwcglan 3ynod Scainary wore recommcnded by the Norwegian Synod offi-
cials for calles into Missouri Synod ccngre<ations. In 1955 we rejolced
over the Norweglan Syncd's resolution concerning its relationship with
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod which ststed: "We hereby declare with
deepest regret that fellowship relations with the Lutheran Church~Mliss-
ourl Svnod are suspended on the basis of Romans 16:17, and that the ex-
grcice of such relations cannot be resumed until the cffenses contrary
to the dcctrine which we have learned have been rcmoved by them in a
proper manncr," We also werec happy to read the aeaning of this resolu-
tion as set forth in their official paper: "Our conventicn felt it had
tc suepend relatione with the Migsouri 3ynod, becauge that body was by
its tolerance of unscriptural doctrince and practlce showlng itself to
be an erring church body; it had caused divisions and offenses in ths
Shurch, contrary to the doctrine which we had learned; and there was no
indication that it was disavowing these unscriptural tvndencies. There-
fore, we, acccrding to Rom. 16, 17, had to csuspend fellowship." We were
gspecially pleased with this resolution because of its plain appeal to
Scripture. However, 1t soon became evident that thls resolution was not
bzing carried out by the rank and file of thc Synod and in 1356 the
Syncd azain involved itself in joint work and worsghip with the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Syncd by resolving to "meet with the other Synods of the
Syncdical Confecrence to dutermine whether or not the constituent syncds
of the Synodical Zcnfecrencc are now in doctrinal agreement” and "to
take part in the proposed internaticnal conference of conservative
ILutheran theologilans, affiliated with the Synodical Conference." In
accordance with thelr resclution the Norwegian Synod aprointed delegates
ag voting represcntatives to the Syncdical Cenference Conventicn. On
Cet. 11, 1956, the Lutheran Sentincl reported an anniversary celcbration
at Watertcwn, Wisconsin, on which occasion the Rev. C.F.Golish (Missouri
Synod) was a principal speaker together with pastore from the Wisconsin
and Norwezlan Synods., So also the Norweaian Synod's state of confession
was a merc eham and a mockcry of thzt Word of God upcon which it was bascc

In the November, 1953, Orthodcx Lutheran, we find one well-written
article on the subject, "What Doecs Being 'In Statu Confcscionis' Mean?!
written over the eignature of Dr. P, E. Kretzmann, and in the Procecd-
ings cof the Fourth Annual Convention of the Orthodox Luth., Conference
is a short essay delivered by Dr. F. E. Kretzmann on "The 'Time Element’
In the Applicaticn of Romans 14:17f." Besides these two articles only a

few allusions tc status confessionis are mads in former articles of the
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Orthodox Lutheran Conference. During the Kretzmann-Hallsteln controver-
sy of 1955 it bccame apparcnt that there was a definite difference of
cpinion especially regarding the application cf the te¢rm, status con-
fcssionie, to a given situation, also with rcgard to its implications
cf cenfessional and church fellowship.

This brief historical sketch should furnieh us with some idea of
the confueion that surrounds this subject and thc need for a thorough
considcration of the Scripture texte which arc basic to a clear under-
atanding of a state of confession,

II.
SCRIPTURAL BaASIS FOR STATUS CCNFESSIONIS

It ie not the intention cf the cscavist tc go into lengthy detalls
cf excgesis on the various Bible passages prescented in this essay, but
only to set forth such plain Scripture texts as are pertinent to our
subjcet and which shed light on the very heart cof the matter under dis-
cussion. Lot us romind oursclves, once again, of the eituation which 1s
involved whon ueing the ecclesiastical term; statug confcssionis,
namely, the position which true Christians, orthodox congregations, or
largcr orthodox church bodiles must take when they find themsclves in a
heterodox group or when errcr in doectrine or practicc has gained a
focthold in a former orthodox group in which they hold membership. We
have stated that the eituatiocn which calls for a state of confeseion
may therefore involve a membor over ags3inst hls congrcgation, a congre-
gatlon over azainst a synod or conference, or an c¢ntire synod over
agalinst sieter svnods 2and that in cach of these scveral casgses the came
passages of Holy Writ apply. Theece passages zroup themeclves naturally
under 4 distinet hoadings each of which treat of a ccrtain phase of a
state of confession. Thesc four hoeadings arc as fcllows: 1) admonition
and exhortation; 2) patiencc and lovae; 3) scverance of fellowship;
and 4) acknowledgment of true brethren and the establishment cf true
fcllowship. These four divisions arc not sct forth as stages or steps
which onc is requircd to follow who is ccntemplating, or finds himsslf
in, a state of ccnfeseion. They are rather to be regarded as phases
which are intended to furnish us with an overall plcture of what Scrip-
ture savs to thoge who arc faccd with 2 situation which calls for a statec
cf confessicn. The circumstances theomselvee will point the person or
prrecne involved te thosc passages which are applicable to a gilven case.

admonition and Exhortation, . .

In the vory nature of the case a etate of confeesion cwmbraccs
211 thosc passages which require Christians tc admonish, tc warn, to
cxhort, to r-buke, and to reprove thosc who.have forsaken the Word of
Gcd in doctrine or practicc. In thile roepect the very same passaces comg
into play in the state of ccnfossion which arce used with rcecgard to
church disciplince with the ¢xception of the 3rd stage of adaonition which
is outlincd by the Savior in natt. 18:17 snd which ig¢ carried out only
by a local congregation. In church discipline individual Christians and
finally thc entirc congregation dcale with a manifest anc impenitcent
ginner in thelr midst with the purposc in view to gain the brothcr. In
a state of confession an individual Chrietian, a congregation, or a
synod deals with an crring corporatc body of which they arc a momber or
with whom thsy are in fcllowship for the purpose of winning that ccrpor-
atz body back for the Truth. Tals must always be the chief aim of a state
of ccnfeesagion. And as church discipline must tend progrceesively either
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toward galning the brother or toward excluding the manifest and 17
imeeniteont sinner from the Chrietian congregation, so also a state

of confassion must tcnd progressiva~ly elther toward winning the cor-
poratc body back for the Truth or toward rejccting it altogether as
falec and heterodox. There must never be a stalemate or a rctrogression
of any sort for the sake of outward peace or falsc unity. Such a situ-
ation would bec tantamount to a denial cf tho truth which would be thc
direct oproeite of a state of confescsion,

In Lev.19:17 we find the Lord's ccmmand: "Thou shalt in any wise
rebuke thy neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him." By failing to repri-
mand a brothaor we wculd peresonally beccome guilty of his offenee and a
partaker of his sin. There is a striking parallel betwecn this command
of Ged in Leviticus and the cxprese command cf the Savicr in Luke 17:3:
"If thy brothor trcspass against thee, rebuke him; and 1f he repent,
ferzive nim." Christisns in general are told in I Thess. 5:14 te "warn
(admonist) thom that arc unruly." Concerning a pcrson who departs froam
the Truth, Josus says (Matt.18:15): "Tcll him his fault," REPROVE his
fault. The apostlc Paul pr-ices the Christiane at Rome, saying in Rom.,
15:14: "And I am pcrguaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full
of goodness, fillcd iith all knowledge, ablc also to admonlish one ano-
ther." Cortainly Scripturc makes it crystal clcar that Christians arc
to admonish, exhort, and r<buke their fcllow-Christians who have fallen
into error. In this way thev arc oarnestly tc "contend for tho faith
once d.livered to the sa2ints," Jude 3. Luther writes that the "command
tc admonieh the brother ie just as nccessary as 'thou shalt not kill;
thou shalt nct stcal,' for if cut of fear or for any other roascn you
nogloect the duty to admenieh, thon not his body, not his prcperty, but
the salvation of his scul ie¢ cndangered." (St.Louls, VI: 1633) aAdwmoni-
tion is, thorefore, a very ilapertant part of status confrcssionis.

Paticnec 2and Love ...

Admonttion must always bc coupled with paticncc and love alco in
a state of confceaeion. & statc of confession must not b regardcd as
anything clsc but an cxprcesion of love and compasseicn in which an in-
dividual Chrigtian, 2 congrugation, cr a2 eynced patiently strives through
praycrful admeonition and prot-st in accordance with the Word of God,
with meckneseg and humbleness of mind, to win a corporate body for the
Truth or to rcturn to thc Truth which it has forsaken, This dois not mean
that the etrongth of our admcnition and protist is to be wecakened. Not
in the lcast! We arc still beoldly tc oppose erropr, vigorously caution
agailnet 14, scverely denouunce the crroriste - but all in love, with
ratlsncc, and with a burning d-sirc tc save them. This goal or this end
in viow must never be lost sight of otherwisc the weapons of cur warfarc
in combating c¢rror in a statec of confession bocome carnal and not
spiritual. Pride, bittcrness, hatrcd, and the like, must be ruled out
from thc very cutset cven as Jesus declares in John 6:53: "The flesh
profiteth notning." St.Jamcs thercfore writss: "Brethren, if any of you
do err fron the truth, and onc convert him: let him know that ho which
converteth the sinner from the crrer cf his way shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide 2 multitude of eins."(James 5:19, 20)

In thls day of thc amalgamaticen of rclipione, unioniesm, and syncre-
tlsm much is nmade of paticnce and love, 1in fact, they zre often inter-
ninglcd as being synonymous., But Scripture makes it clear that there
cemes & time when, although lovo must centinue, paticnce must ceme to an
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end. Thus in Matt. 18:17 Jesus says, "If he negloct to hear the church,
let him be unto thee as a hcathen man and a publican,® and St.Paul
writee to the Corinthians: "Put away from among ycursclvee that wicked
p-recen," 1 Cor. 5:13. In versc 5 of that same chapter St.Paul urges
the congregation at Corinth "to deliver such an one unto Satan for a
deetruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be egaved in the day of
th Lord Jeeus."

The 3ible speaks of vaticnce in two different senses. It speaks
of paticnce under sufferine ang afilicticn, and paticence with the weak
in faith, knowledgc, and undcretsnding. The latter case 1s the onc which
cenicerns us in this prcscnt discussion. With rogard tc those whoge sin
or error is causcd by human frailty or weakncse Scripturc requlires the
utmeost paticnce and longzsuffering., Thus St.Paul writes to the Galatians:
"Brethren, if anv man bc overtekcen in a fault, yo which are spiritual,
rcetore such an one in the spirit of meckness; considoring thyself, lest
thou 2lso be tempted. Bear ye cne aisother's burdens, and so fulfil the
law of Chriet," Gal.6:1,2. And in Romans 15, 1, we read: "We then that
arce stronz cught to bear the infirmitics of the weak, and not to pleass
cureclves."”" In geoneral, Christiane arc admoniched in Colceseriane 3:12-14:
"Put cn, therefere, as the clect of God, hcly and belcved, bowels of
mercles, kindnees, humblcncse of mind, meckness, longsuffering, for-
brcaring cne another, and fergiving once ancther, if any man have a
quarrcl against any; cven as Christ forcave you, so also de yc. &nd
above all thee: things, put cn charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

On the other hand, God's 'Jord do- ¢ not urge paticnce with those who,
in epite of proper Scriptural ad:ionition, persistcntly teach, defeond,
and tcnaclously cling tc crrer in doetrine and practice. Here is where
patlence stope althcuzh leove continucs. Patience in such a casc 1s nc
longer a virtuc because it militstes against thoee plain passages which
warn a Christian for tho sakc of hie own esoul's salvation: "Bewarc of
false prophots,”" Matt.7:15; "4 little leaven lecaveneth the whole lump, "
3al.5:9; "Neither be partakcr of other men's sine," 1 Tim.5:22 or "par-
taker of his ovil decde," II Jchn 10, 11.

In a statc of confeseion a porson is dcaling with an crring major-
i1ty. Humanly speaking, thc odds arc against such a pcrecn and the temp-
tation 1e agre~at to yicld to the majority who have been deccived by the
"good words and failr epeechcs" ¢f fslse tcachers. in II Timeothy 2:17
we are told that falsc doctrine "will e¢at as doth a canker." With such
pz2seages in mind Dr, Sihler, a highly estocined pastor and profcsscr who
pl=aycd a promincnt part in the orgenlizaticn of the Missouri Syncd 2and
gcprved as its first vice-president, gtated in hls Theses cn Church Fel-
lowship, p.16: "If, howecver, it is the case that a whcle church fcllow-
ahip should tako a falsc pcsiticn in doctriric and wantcd to tolerate and
cline to errcr in doctyrincs of falth, then thce individual mcmber in this
communion who hag a batter knowledge must reprové not only the false
tcachcrs but also the whole communlon, also if it should oxpcl him
thercfor, as the Roman Church did Dr. Luthser and the Jewlsh synacog did
the apoetle Paul., If euch =an c¢rring communion or syncd inde.d submalits
to hearing teetimony acainet its false position but does net better
1tselfl and do away with what 1s wrong, then the one concerned must
himeelf step out, first, becaure of thoe evil appearance which he would
cthirwlse give; s2condly, because of the danger to which such a witness
1s cxpeocecd., Zvery crror is scucthing very dangcerous, and continued
living in an eccleeglagtical atmosphere which ia impregnated with error
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by and by again dulls thc conscicnco and 1s punished by God 19
through on2'e finally again falling victim to errcr and to hostil-

ity arainst the orthodox church, which one had eecaped." (Qucted in

the Deceunber, 1953, Confessional Luthcran.) Besidos the dangcer invcelved
ir the excrcise of a falsc paticnce over against error and errorists

Dr. Sihler alsc mentions the "ovil appearance" or the cffense which cne
7ives who remains in f llowship with an erring body which docs not
bctter itself or do away with what ie wrong but merely llietens to tostl-
mony against 1ts error. The cry of PATIENCE in a state of cenfession,
whcn that state has pregressed tc a point where patience 1s no longer
rcquired but rather warncd against in Holy Scripture, is simply a clcver
tocl 1n the hand of Satan and a subterfuge for the o0ld Adam who doeg not
want tc break away from former fricnds, tc leave an outward organization,
or to give up a houec of woreship. In ths final analyeis such a cry of
patience actually shows a lack of true Christian love eithcr for onc's
cwn scul or for thc souls of cnc'sg fellovmen.

Severance of Fellowship . . .

The very naturc of status ccnfeeeionis, particularly beccause 1t
involves fellowahip with those who are in crror (cither those who al-
ways have taught and teclerated error in doctrine and practice or those
who have fallen bsck or away frcm the Truth of God's Yord), calle for
the applic-~tion of all thesc passages in Hcly Writ which require
geverance of fellowship, Such a2 teraination of fcllowshlp doce not
include a teranination of love, intercessicn, and kindncse toward thoge
with whom one's frllowship has coaesced., The very act of terminating
fellowship in acccordance with the Word of God is, in itsclf, an act of
love, fer it points theose with whow religious fcellowship has been broken
tc the gravity of the situation, constantly rcuminéing them of the crror
of their ways, and polnting them mere forcibly into the plain teaching
and application of God's *Tord.

Those passagcs which indisputably speak of the severance of fra-

tornal rclatione arc as fcllows:

Romans 15:17: "Now I beegcich you, brethren, mark them which cause
divisione and offecnsces contrary tc thce doctrine
which ye¢ have learncd; =2nd aveld thew."

IT These, 3:6: "Now we command ycu, brethren, in the namc of oup

Lerd Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw ycursclves
from cvery brother that walketh discrderly, and
not after thc tradition which he rcceived of us."

I Timothy 6:3-5: "If anv man tcach otherwise, and conacnt not to

wholzseme words, even the words c¢f cur Lord

Jogus Christ, 2nd to the i'occtrinc which 1s accord-
ing tc zedliness: he'is proud, knoving nothing,
but dotinz about quceticns and strifvs of words,
whereof comcth cnvy, strife, railings, evil sup-
misinge, poerversce dlsputings of muen of corrupt
minds and destitute cf thc truth, supposing that
gnin ie gedliness: from such withdraw thysclf,"

IT Tim. 3, 1-7: "This know also, that in the last days perilous

timee ehzll ccmu. For aen chall be lovers cf thelr
cwn sclves, coveteus, boastcrs, proud, blasphemers,
digcbediont tc parente, unthankful, unholy, with-
out natursl 2ffcetion, trucebreakers, false accus-
ers, inccentinent, fierce, despisers ¢f thoge that
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are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, 20
lcvers of pleasures more than lovers of

God; having a form of zodliness, but denying

the power thercof: from such turn away. For of
this sort arec they which creep into houses, and
lead captive silly women laden with sins, led
away with divers lusts; ever learning, and ncever
able to comec to the knowlcdge of the truth."

Titus 3:10: "A man that is a hceretic, aftcer the first and scoond

admonition, rejlcct.

IT John 10, 11: "If therc come any unto you and dbring not thie
dectrinc, rccclve him nct into yveur house, nelther
bid hia God speed: for he that biddcth him God
gpced, is partaker of his cvil decds."

These passages, although they are all spcken with regard to cases
differing one from ancther, yet they all strecss one particular point,
namely, that persistence in falee doctrine and practlce on the part of
an individual or group of individuals requiree severance cf fcllowship
on the part of those who would remain true to the whele counsel of Ged.
It is, therefore, vain to endeavor tc arrange thesc passages in gsuch a
way 20 as to make the c¢laim that the application of once passage must
come before of after another in a coertain order cr sequence. The cases
alluded tc in these passages may differ according to the situation whih
thc apostle especially has in mind, but one thing is czrtain, on the
basie of these Scripturc texts, namely, that God rcecquires Christians nct
to ldentify themselves with persistent crrorists, nct to associzte with
them as brethren in the faith, not to make light of or ccuntonance theip
crrora. Thus we rcead in Psalm 1: "Slcssed is the man that walkcth not
in the counsel of the ungoedly, nor standeth in the way of sinncrs, nop
gitteth in the ssat of the scornful. But his delight 1s in the law of
the Lord; and in hie law doth hc meditate day and night."

In the Abiding Yord, vol. 2, page 559, we read that "such passages
as Rom. 15:17; 1 Ccr, 5:11; 2 Thrse. 3:14, and 2 John 10, which prohibit
'to ¢at with' or cnjoin 'to aveid' or 'have no company with' or 'receive
him not into your house', rcfor only tc brotherly reclationships, but do
not forbid ncrmal civil intercours:s or polite and civil manncrs. St.Paul
vary dcfinitely teachcs that a Christlian should not scver his marriage
with a spouse who is or has beccome an unbeliever, a hcathen (1 Cor.7:
12~14); and just as definitcly he states that only the brctherly rela-
ticneg of Christian 2and Christian have becn scevered, nct the soclal and
gancrally human rclations, ‘for then must y¢ nccds go out of the world'
(1 cor. 5:9-13)."

If 1t, thecrefore, becomcs apparcent that crrer in a corporate body
beecm g persisteant and is tolerated in spitcec of admonition, those
Christians, who are in a statc of cenfession cver against such a cer-
perate beody, necd not rclinguish thelr mombership immediat:ly but must
in acccrdance with the Word of God discentinue their prayer-, pulpit-,
and altar fcllowship with that body, its adherents, and ite repreoscnta-
tives., This ccssatlion of uvery kind of church fcelluwship with thce cor-
Pcratc¢ body in which cutward m mberehip is still hceld, we have rcferred
tc in OUR DZCLARATION (1955) as "a truc ststc of cenfceeion,'" bocause
it 1s actuzally the final and most forceful admoniticn which can be
zilven cn thc part of one in the cenfeseion”l steto.
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Acknowledgment of True Brethren and the Establishment of 21
True Fellowship . . .

Inasmuch as it is a "confession" against error in a corporate
body a state of confessicn takes for granted and implies the acknow-
ledgment of true brethren and the establishment of true fellowship.

This is in perfect harmony with the “ord of God, for the apostle Paul
save to Timothy: "3e not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our
Lord nor od me, His prisoner," II Tim.1l:8. Timothy must therefore ac-
knowledge Paul as his fellow believer and brother in the faith, and if
he is ashamed of Paul because of his confession, he will also be ashamed
of Christ. We recall Luther's fine comment which was printed in the
Orthodox Lutheran, vol. 2, p.187, concerning this passage in II Timothy:
"T see that it 1is necessary to speak a good word of admonition to thoss
whom Satan 1s now beginning to persecute. among them are those who want
to escape danger, when they are attacked, by saying: I do not stand with
Luther nor with anyone else; I stand with the holy Gospel; and so they
are left in peace. Still in their hearts they regard my doctrine as
evangelical and adhere to it. Surely, such a confession does them no
good, but it 1is the same as denying Christ... If Timothy had said: I

do nct stand with Paul or Peter but with Christ, and yet knew that Peter
and Paul taught Christ, he would have denied Christ." In this manner a
state of confescion ties in with confessional fellowship and requires

a public and open acknowledgment of those who are of the same mind and
of the same judgment (I Cor.1:10). & gtate of confession, in order to

be based on Scripture, must therefore of necessity include an acknow-
ledgment of true brethren wherever such are known, for such action per-
forms an important part in one's protest over against the errors of a
corporate body, and is a fporthright and vigorous testimony in behalf

of the Truth and that is exactly what a state of confession is supposed
to do. In vol.l, p. 121, of the COrthodox Lutheran, we read: "If someone
holds protesting memberchip in a heterodox Lutheran body, that does not
necessarlily mean anythineg tc us of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference;

but if he protests azainst the same errors which we oppose, and'shares
our Confession of Faith,' then we can justly expect that he inform us

of this agreement and declare fellowship of faith with us, though he may
not immediately join us. Then-and only then-we should be in duty bound
to acknowledze him as a brother. . . From the time that a protesting
member of a heterodox body tells us of his agreement with us, however,
we expect that he will publicly acknowledge us in the face of our adver-
saries, make common cause with us, support our work to the extent of his
ability, and ghow evidence that he is either making progress in bringing
his assocliates to the acceptance of the truth or sever his connection
with them." Having quoted Matt.10:32,33 (Yhosoever shall confess Me
before men, etc.); Luke 9, 26 (Whosoever shall be ashamed of Me and of
My words, of "1im shall the Son of Man be ashamed etc.) and Romans 10:
9,10 (If thou shalt ccnfess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and shalt be-
lieve in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with
the mouth confeesion is made unto salvation.) Dr. Walther states: "Accord
ing to these texts a person cannot be saved who in his heart indeed
wants to carry with him faith in Christ and :is Truth but will not con-
fess 1t with the mouth, Hence every Chrietian, for the sake of his sal-
vatlion, 1s obliged publicly to profess fellcwship and hold with those
whem he has recosnized as witnesees for Christ and His unadulterated
truth." (See also III John 8,9.)
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III, 22

These are then the Scriptural considerations and implications
whigh must be taken into account by one wno finds himself in a situation
which requires a state of confession., These Scriptural considerations
remain the same whether the status confessionis is on the part of an
individual or on the part of a church body and consequently also the
nature of a state of confession remains basically the same in either
instance. It i< then on the basis of such Scripture texts as arc¢ pre-
gont: d in this essay that we make our applications and judgments with
regard to specific cases involving a state of confession, either on the
part of an individual, a congregation, or a church body. Let us, thers-
fore, as a practical conclusion to this essay, by means of an open dis-
cugsion, sct forth hypothetical or concrete cases which deal with
statue confessionis and thus apnrly the Yord of God which we have set
forth in this esgsay to such practical caesee or gituations. (Concrete
cases 1n point: Wisconsin Synod dufinitely placed itself in a state of
confession at New Ulm in 1951; Chicago Study Club placed itself in a
statc of confession especially through the publication of its "Re-affirm-
ation"™ of 1949 and through the fine articl-s of protest in the Confeee-
ional Lutheran; Yorwegian Synod placed itself in a state of confassion
when it ropudiated the Common Confecesion in 1951.) Let us always bear
in mind that a state of confcesslon, in order to bring about thc desired
Scriptural result, must cause the group over against which it ies taken
to acknowledge and repent of ite sin, to profcss 1lts earnest purpose
to remove the error and publicly to reject that false doctrine and prac-
tice tc which 1t had become addicted and on account of which thce state
of confcssions was entcred into by the failthful brethren. Unless such a
rcsult ie forth-coming, there must be no vacillation or rotrogrecssion,
but congstant progress in th. dircction sct forth in God'es Word, to the
glory of His namec, and for the salvation of manking.
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PRESIDENTIAL REPORT 23

Delegate Convention of the Concordia Luth. Conference
Wilmot, South Dak. Aug. 24-26, 1957

By the unmerited mercy of God our Conference has experienced a
year of richest blessings: the Word of God in ite truth and purity and
the Sacraments according to our Lord's institution have remained with
us, providing us all with the one thing needful, forgliveness of sins,
life, and salvation. May this blessing ever remain with us and ours and
may we ever continue to cherish it as our highest good and by a life of
loving devotion to our Lord demonstrate our sincere gratitude for this
His grace.

Our desire to have God's Word continue among us prompted us in our
Convention here last year to take steps toward reorganizing our Ortho-
dox Lutheran Conference and adopting a new name, the Concordia Lutheran
Conference, the name which we now bear. That was accomplished by means
of a referendum which, in accordance with the Conference's decision
here last year, I placed befors you brethren by letter last Sept. 16.
You indicated your unanimous approval of the plan to reorganize by
adopting the Agreement, which document subscquently appearcd in the
January issuc of our official church paper, the Concordia Luthsran.

A complete report on this referendum was presented by mo to the
first meeting of the Board of Directors which was held in Milwaukee on
November 27 and 28. The rcsults of that Board mecting wcre communicated
to you by an official letter from me undcer date of December 16, 1956
in which T espccially directcd ycur attcntion to the fact that the
Board recognized the rcsolution of thc Convontlion concerning the reor-
ganlzatlon as having been carried out and the reorganization accom-
plished. In addition to this I informcd you that the Board has found
it nccessary to rocommend some changes in conncction with our Concordia
Lutheran. Substitutiocns werc offercd which affected the cmble-m and
Scripturcs on the cover of that official organ of our Conference. The
Board's actlion together with cditor Blocdel's final cfforts to offer a
prescntable cover for our church paper lsg subjcct to your final appro-
val at this Convention, You will have an opportunity to exprcss your
opinions and final judgment in the mattor at some later time during
these scsglons.

There remains yet the very important matter of revising the
Constitution of our Confcrence, At last ycar's convention you instruot-
@d the Board of Dircctors to be prcparsd to submit a revised constitu-
tion to this prescnt Convention for adoption. The Board in its mecting
of Nov, 27-28, rcferred to abovc, requestcd thc Committce on Theologi-
cal Education to begin immcdiate study on a rcvision of the old con-
stitution and to report back to the Board at 1ts next mceting. At this
game meeting 1t was found necessary to make some provision for the
traveling expenges of the 3Zoard members. This matter, too, will be pre-
sented to you here for consigeration znd final disposition.

On April 30 to May let the Board met again in Milwaukee. I was
unable to attend because of circumetances beyond my control. At that
meeting the Committee on Theol. Educatlion reported on the progress it
had made regarding the problem of providing for a future ministry in
our Conference. This report will be presented to us later on at thees

—our Conference. This report will be presented to us later on at these
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sessions. That committee also reported regarding 1its work on the 24
Constitution revision. The Committee on Misslon Opportunities reported
cn the new mission fileld which had been opened in Muscatine, Iowa, We
thank the Lord for every opportunity He glves us to bring the Gospel
of salvatlion to others and we plead with Him that He give us the grace
to be zealous mission workers, according to His will.

The third Board of Directors' meeting was held last night as
scheduled. Its roecommendations will be presented to the Convention
during the course of thesce sessions.

At this time I wish to report with gratitude to the Lord that
your offiecrs and Board members were able in a Christian and brotherly
manner to meet the various problems which confronted us in our fellow-
ahip since our last convention and, under God's blessings, to resolve
them., May I take thls opportunity to express my own sinccre thanks to
you all for your brotherly ccoperation, your assistance, and especially
for your prayers in my behalf during the past year.

In closing my report, I pray that the Lord will be with us to
gulde and bless us in 211 our deliberations: "And let the beauty of the
Lord our God be upon us; and eastablish thou the work of our hands upon
us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it." Psalm 90, 17.

Respectfully submitted,

E. L. Mehlbecrg, President

www.concordialutheranconf.com



1957 Convention Proceedings Concordia Lutheran Conference (CLC)

REPORT 25
of the
COMMITTEE ON MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

Dear Brethron:

In our report to the Board of Dircctors' Mecting which was
held the latter part of April, our Committec askcd the Board for some
advice concerning 2 rcquest from a family in Falrbanks, Texas, who de-
gircd to have a truc Luthcran congrcgation cstablished in thelr area.
The Board suggested that we send a pastor down to Texas to investigate
the possibilities of catablishing such a congregation. In compliancec
with thisg practical proposal we deccided to requeset Pestor Hallstcin to
make the trip down there. In a leotter datcecd May 16th our Committce
wrote to Pastor Hallstein, "Having checkcd 2 map of the United States,
we find that you are about the closcst pastor to Houston, and we,
thercfore, kindly request you to travel to Houston 'and investigate
the poscibilitices of cstablishing a miseion therc.' Your help will be
much appreclated. Your coxpenses will be authorized by us and paild by
our Confcrance treasury.”" Pastor Hallstein very promptly consented to
our requerst and immediatcly corrcesponded with thils family to make the
nceeesary arrangements for the long trip. Unfortunatcly, however, the
lctters from this man in Texas scomed to indlicate 2 misundcrstanding
on his part. Yhile hc was very enthusinstic in the beginning about
having a pa2stor comc down there, now, for some rcason, it seeme as
though he has become quitc heaitant. Perhape Pastors Hallsteln and
Schaefer will bec able to shed some light on the matter, since they also
have becn in corrcspondcnce with this particular family.

The information which we have concerning Muscatine, lowa, 1s
as follows: On May 1l6th our Committee wrote to Pastor Shufclt, "The
arrangemcents which you and your conzregation have madc in Muscatine are
splendid for the time being. It 1s certainly wonderful that the Lord
hae blessed you with 2 man like Jullus Schmitt who is able to conduct
2 rcading scrvice on those Sundays when you, personally, do not preach.
We¢ wholcheartedly agrec with the members of the Board of Directors that
the project in Muscatine should be the concern of the entire Conference.
To have a miseion-gtation cstablishcecd in Muscatine should be a source
of great encouragement to ALL of our congregatione. Therefore, we would
suggest thot your mission money b turned over to our Conference treas-
urer and your cxpenses be authorizcd by our Committec.™ Our Committce
then recelved the following dcclsion reached by the Oskaloosa congrega-
tion, "Wc¢ Aappreciate the willingness of the Committce and of our Con-
fzrcnee to share in our miscion opportunity =nd sincercly wish to share
with them this blesszed privilcge of hearing 2né answering thc Lord's
call to this service. But in vicw of the fact that the 3oard of Dircct-
ors desired to have thc recult of a canvass before undertaking the sub-
sldy ncccesary to cnable the Pastor to give full time to the work of
the Church, and in view of the fact that our whole congrcgation is goling
to Murcatine for scrvices cvery flrst and third Sunday and that we are
planning 2 unitcd congregatlion with two preaching placces, it scemcd
good to us to continuc as we ~rc deing and to bear the cxpense of the
canvass from our misglen funds and then if the results should move the
Board of Directors and the Confcrcnce to decelde favorably on assuming
whatever expensc may bc necded in the way of subsidy to the pastor's
salary to cnable him to put all his time and encrgy into the bullding
of the Church, wc weculd gladly coopcrate and do our best to outgrow the
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26
need"for a subsidy as soon as posslble. A motion was carried to this
end, ’

Pastor Shufelt has also informed our Committee that Pastor
Mensing and one of hls sons and Robert Steinke Jr. spent two days can-
vassing in Muscatlne during which time they made327 calls. Our Comm-
ittece 1e¢ indeecd grateful for the epontaneous and wholcheartecd coopcra-
tion of the brethren.

It has 2lso becn brought to the attention of the Committec
that an indcpendent Lutheran congregatlon exists in Lyons, Ncbraska.
A man by the name of Pcderson is the pastor of the congregatlcn. We
wondcr if any of thc brethreon have been in contact with Pastor Pecder-
gon, Would it bc the duty of the Mlesion Committee to contact such
Independent congregations and inform them of cur doctrinal stand, or,
1s that the business of the Praceidium?

May the Lord of the harvest send forth laborers into His
harvest to proclaim His pure Yord in thesc last days of sore distress.

Reapectfully submitted,
M.L.Natterer

Migaelon Committes, Secrotary

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE
To whom it mny concernt
Y'e, the undersiesned, having duly ccmparcd the financial
boock rccords of the Zoncordiza Lutheran Confercnce with properly
signed vouchers, statements, recefpts, memos, and cancclled
chocks, find these records to be cerrcet and in good order.
Victor K. Blocdel

August 19, 1957
Gustav Bloedel
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MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH .iNNUsL CONVENTION 27
Concordia Lutheran Cenference
Held at St. Stephen's Luth. Church
Wilmot, S.Dak. - aug.24-26, 1957

The seventh annual ccnventicn ¢f the Ceneerdia Luth, Conference
was held at St. Stephen's Lutheran Church, Wilmot, S.D., wugust 24 - 26,
1957.

The conventicn preper began Saturday, wuzust 24, at 9:30 a.n. with
2 divinc scrvice in which Preesidcnt Mchlberg preached cn Eph. 4, 1-6.
The host p=astcr, Rev. 0.%W.Schacfer, served as liturgist. .fter this
sarvicc thc first scssion was called tc crder by the President. The
agenda wag prcecnted and discussced. The mction was carricd tc allct 45
minutcs after thce rcecess at 3 p.m. cn Saturcday fcr tho reading c¢f the
rovised Ccnstituticn and bnasle quecestions. The motlon was carricd tc de-
lete the item given for 4:30 p.m. cn Saturday. The mctlion wae passed to
adept the agenda as changed.

The Credentlals Committee, Pastcor Schaefer repcrting, prescnted its
repcrt which shewed that pastors and lay delegates were prescnt frem
the fclleowlng member cengregnticna: Christ Lutheran, Milwaukee; Trinity
Lutheran, Oskalocga, Iowa; and St. Paul's Lutheran, Empire, Oregon.

Thc fcllowing member congrcgation was represcnted by pastor only: Pcace
Lutheran, Tinley Park, Ill. Pastcrs werc present frecm these congrega-
ticns in fcllowship with the C.L.C.: Trinity Ev. Luthcran, Clark, S.D.
and St. Stephen's Lutheran, Wilmot, S.D. The mcticn was carried that
the delegatos be officlally scated at this ccnventicn. The report was
accepted by the ceonventicen,

The Prcsident then read hils annual report cn the activities cf the
Bcard of Dlrectcrs durinz the past year. The ccnventleon accepted this
repcrt.

The Ccmmittec cn Regletratlon, Mr. Ernet Stelnke repcrting, gave
ites initisl rcport, which showed that 7 pastcrs, 5 lay delegates, and
28 visitors were in attendance. The moticn was carricd to accept this
prélinlinary report.

The treasurcr's repcrt was then given. It showed a balance cn July
31, 1957, cof $1177.85. 4 misccllanccus item cf ;200 was cxplained by
the treasurer and thanks cxpressed tc the ccngrecgaticns of the Ccnfer-
ence fcr help glven recently tc Christ Lutheran Church, Milwaukocc, in
2 time cf special need. The sccrctary then read the repcrt cf the sudit-
Ing Ccmmlittec which fcund the recorde to be cerrcect and in gccd crder.
The mecticn wne carricd t¢ accept b th repcrts.

Slnce nc requests for membership had becn recclilved, thorc was ne
repcrt cf the Ccommittes on Membership.

The ropcrt ¢f the business manager c¢f the Conccrdia Luthcran sub-
mitted by Mr. .ugust Luft, was then read. It shcwed that there are 131
active subscribers. Laymen arc cnccuraged to scrve as publicity men
fecr the C.L, Werdes of ccamendaticn were algc expresged fer the fine
werk done by the editcr cf cur pericdical. The mcticn was carriced that
we put fcrth cvery cffert t¢ increase the subscripticn list as much as
pcssiblc during the coning yoor and that the business manager be re-
quested tec send quartcrly rcpcrts on the prcgress cf this campalgn tc
the ccngregaticns. The meotion was carried te accept the repert of the
bueincss manager.

The nccn recces fcllewed.
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S4TURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION - AUGUST 24, 1957 28

The Saturday afternoon session began with the singing cf hymn 472,
a deveticn based on 1 Cer. 12, 1-27 by Pastcr Paul Blcedel, and a
prayecr.

The minutes of the morning session were read and approved.

Pastcr E.C.Hallstein then r-ad his essay cn "4 Digest Regarding
the Develcpments cf the Organizational Relaticnships and the Doctrinal
Pcsiticn of the Varicus Lutheran Bedies in america cf thc Present Day."
The metion was carried tc zccept this papcr with thanks and tc have it
published in installments in cur official crgan.

o brief recess fcllowed.

The Committec on Neminatiocns, Pastor Bloedel repcrting fcr Pastor
Natterer, then presented slatcs cof candidatee fer the c¢lecticn, The
follewing wepre propesed fecr the office of PRESIDENT: E.Mchlberg, H.D.
Mensing, and E.C,Hallstcin. With nc majority cn the first ballot, a
geccnd ballot was nccessary. Elected: Pagtcr Mehlberg.

During tho electicng Mr. Elfred Blcedel bogan the rcading cf the
revised Ccnstituticn.

The fcllewing slate was prepeoscd for VICE-PRESIDENT: E.C.Hallstein
ancé H.D.Mcnsing. Elccteds Pastor Hallstein,

The fellewing slatc wars prcposed for SECRETARY: O.W.Schaefcr and
H.D.Menging. Elected: Pastcr Schacfer.

The following slate wng prepcscd for TRE.LSURER: E.Blcedel and L.
Martin. Zlectcd: E. Blcedel.

The follcewing slatc wae prcposed feor EDITOR cf the C.L.: Paul
Bloedel and M. Natterer. Elccted: Pastor Blcodel.

The supper hcur follcwed.

SUND.,Y MORNING - .UGUST 25, 1957

The conventicn ccmmunion scrvice, attended by mcre than 100 pccople,
was held Sunday ncrning, august 25. Pastor Faul Blcedel delivered an
inepiring sermcn cn 1 Ccr. 15, 58, encouraging all tc abocund in the
wcrk c¢f the Lerd. Tho heost pastcr soprved as liturglst. ot this scrvice
an offering cf }138.03 was receivced for the Confecrence trcasury.

SUND.LY LFTERNOON SESSION - »UGUST 25, 1957

The Sunday afterncon sessicn began with hymn 413 and a deveticn
based cn 1 Kings 19 by Pastcr E.C.Hallstcein.

In the absence cf Precs. Mehlberg, who wag nct feeling well, Paster
#allstcocin tcck the chair. The minutcs of the previcus seseslcn were
adcptcd as rcad.

Pastor Blocdel then presentcd his essay on "Tha Nature cf a True
State ¢f Ccnfession, especially cn thc Part ‘of a Church Bedy." Ho gave
a bricf sketch cf the histcry cf the tcrm "status ccnfessicnis" and
prescnted the Scriptural basis fer a truc state cf ccnfusslicn. Tho
mcticn wae carried tc accept thias essay with thanks.

& brief recess feollowed.

Prcs. Mchlberg rejcined the conventicn now and gave the repert cof
the Cemm. cn Church Fellcwship., He referrcd to the rescluticn ccncern-
ing the Ncrwegian Syncd paseed by the c-nventicn in YVilmot cn aug. 19,
1956 (See page 29 cf Official Preoccedings). He read a letter which he
had written tc Pres. M. Ottc of the Norweglan Synod and also the
latter's respcnsc, in which Pres. Ottc stated that his Syncd's pcsition
¢n Church and ¥inistry ie that of the Brief Statoment. The status cf
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the Norwegian Syncd rcmning the same as last ycar. The moticn &9
was carricd tec accept this report.

The fcllcwing slatc was propescd for BUSINESS MuNLGER ¢f the C.L.:
surgust Luft and F, Williams. Elccted: Mr. Luft.

During the e¢lcctions Mr., E. Blcedel bogan the reading cf the rceport
¢f the Ccmuittee on Traihing a Futurc Ministry.

The fcllowing slate was proposcd fer BCLRD MEMBER-.LT-LL.RGE: Rcburt
Steinke Sr., L. Martin, and J. Schmitt, Elcctcd: Mr. Steinke Sr.

The fcllcowing slate was prcoposcd fer the COMM. ON MISSION OFPORTU-
NITIES: Rev. M.Nattercr, Rev. H.D.Mensing, Rev. J.E.Shufelt, Mr. M.
Kefcid, Mr., J. Schaitt, Mr. H, Fiecher, and Mr. E. Steinke. The mcticn
was carried t2 veote fer threo men lccated in the same gegegraphlic arca:
cne pastor and twe lavmon, Elcctod: Pastor Natterer, Mr., Kcfceld, and
Mr. Fischer.

Th: fellowing slate was propesed focr the COMM. ON THEOLCGICAL EDU-
C.TION: Rev, Mensing, Rev.Shufelt, E. Blcedel, J.Schmitt, L.Martin,
and E.Stcinke. Elccted: Pastcr Mcnsing, E. Blcedel, and L. Martin.

The mction was carricd tc accept the resoluticns cffercd in the
Prcapectus tcward the Treining cf a Futurc Ministry submitted by the
C.T.E.

The nmetion was passcd tce dismiss tho Comm. o9n Nemlnaticns with
thanks.

sdjcurnmnent fcllcwed at 6:00 p.no.

MOND..Y MORNINC SESSION - .UGUST 26, 1957

The Menday mcrning sessicn began with hyun 417, a decvcticn based
cn Phil. 2, 1-16 by Pastor Mcnsing, and a prayer.

The minutes ¢f the previcue ecsslieon were recad and apprcved.

The Budget Ccmmittee presonted 1te initial repcrt:

Miselcns ........ .. %2900
C.L.esubsidy ...... 740
Traveling ........ 250
Prceecdings ..., .. 30
Miscellanccoue .... 20
Thecl, Educaticn . 200
Centingent Fund .. 300

e

54440

The mncticn was carried tc re-cpen at this time the discussicn cf
the Futurc Ministry. Since finz2l acticn cn this matter will nct be
taken until the 1958 cronventlien, the mcticon was passed to ask Pastor
3lcedel t¢ prepare a reaclutlcn tc cover the interinm year regarding
the future ministry.

Chsnges and addlticns prcpesed by the Ccamlttee cn Ccnetituticn
Revisicn wepe discussed. The mcticn was carpied tc adcpt the Preamble
and Lrticleg I-III. The mction was carricd tc rc-werk peoint 2 cf art.V
and praescnt this later.

The ncen hcur f21lowed.

MOND.,Y . FTRRNOCN SESSION - ..UGUST 26, 1957
The ¥cnday afternccen sceslcn began with hymn 255 and a devetion
bagod ¢n 1 Peter 1, 3 ff. by President Mehlberg.

Discucsicn cn the reviscd Ccnetituticn centinued. The meticn was
carricd tc adcpt orticles IV - VII.
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Recess followed. 30

The mction was carried to adcpt articles VIII - XII. The mcticn was
carricd that the centire revised Constituticn be adcpted and be sent to
all aember crngregaticns for their unanimcus appreval of art. II, III,
IV, and VI, and a 2/3 majcrity appreval cf all other articles, that it
alsc be scnt toc these congregatlicns cof cur fcellowshlp whe are not
nember ccngrogaticns for thelr unanimcus consent tc art, II, ILI, IV,
and VI.

Thc motion was carrled tc dismiss the Comm. cn Ccnetituticn Revisicn
with thanke fcr ite thcrcugh werk,

The ~cticn wag carried that the ccnventicn cmpcwer the Presicdent tc
appcint such individuals and ccanlttecs as are prcvided by the ncw
Censtituticn if and when 1t has becn ratified by the member ccngregaticng
an¢ when 1t has been approved by these ¢f cur fellcwship who arc nct
member congregations,

ot this time requests for subsidics were presented: 1) 21500 for
thc church at Muescating,IOW.; and 2) 4900 fcr Christ Lutheran Church
in Milwaukee. Upcn reccmmendation cf the Beard the mcecticn was passed
tc subsicdize thesec twe ccngregaticns in the ancunte asked fer fur cne
ycar, thcse subsidles subjecet to re-ccnsideraticn at each next ccnven-
tlcn as lcng as there 1e request therefcr, and when such requcest 1is
made, that the pastcr °f such a cubsidized parish be agked tc gilve a
brief interest repert tc the c-nventicn.

Pastcr Paul Blcedel then prescnted the resclution ccncerning the
Future Ministry during the interim year as requested by the cenventicn
In the Mcnday acrning seecsien, It rcads as fcllcwe:

"Wherecas, it 1s the chief purpcse cf cur Ccnfercence boetter
te carry cut the ccmaand cf cur Lerd: Ge ye intc all the werld
etc. and Gc yz therefcre and teach 2ll naticne etc., and

Whercas, in crder tc 42 this it is 2n absclute necccssity
fcr men tc be traincd fcor the werk ¢f the minlstry, and

Whercae, it 1e beth preglible and prcobable that vaoanrcics in
the pasteral cfficc may develcp In cupr midst and that we have
nc men to fill such vacancica, and

Whercas, 21l progress in effective miselcn work wculd be la-
peded if the training cf pastcre wculd be neglcected,

Therefcre, be 1t reeclved:

That we cxhcrt cur congregaticns tc give scricus ccneid-
eratlcn tc the encouragement c¢f ycung mon tc cnter the werk of
the ministry, and that when and if qualificd men ccme tc us for
training in cur ministry, the Beoard of Dircctcors be capcwered tc
make definitce plans fcor the immediate instructicn of such stu-
dente In ncccrdance with the Constituticnal preovisicns fer the CTE.

The nction was carried tc adopt this rescluticn.
Th2 supper hcur fcllcecwed.

MONTLY EVENING SZ3SION - LUGUST 26, 1957

The Comm. ¢<n Resclutions, Pastor Shufclt rcperting, then prosented
thrce rescluticns:

1) The ccnventicn unanimcusly passec a rescluticn in which it
expregecd recgret cver the unhappy circumstances brcught abcut
by thc Minncapclis facticn which lcd tc "Our Dcclaraticn" as
publiched in the Febr. 1956 issuce cf the 0.L., rcaffirmed its

loy=lty tc the principles of the¢ benafide C.L.C., and ro-
pudlatcd snd doncuncced &as untrue the charges brcught by the
Tacticn 2gainst the officcrs cf the 0.L,C. and alsc the charge
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31
ef causing a schism in the Confercnce madce against Pastcr
Hallstcln and thcec pastors and pecplc who suppcrted- his
stand,

2) It was resclvcd that hearty and sincere thanks be given tc
Pagtor Schacfer and hie ccngregaticon and tc Pastcr Hallsteln
ané hls ccengregaticn for thelr scveral gifts and services in
the Interest ¢f the zembers and fricends cf the Cenfercnce and
in graciously and gencrcusly previding fcr thelr cemfert and
daily ncecessitice.

3) Tha noticn was carricd to thank eapccially Pastcr Meneing fer
his very diligent and faithful werk cn the matters c¢f Conati-
tuti-n Revisicn and Tralning cf a Future Ministry.

With rogard tc the request cf the facticn for the Precicont's
files, thc ncticn was unanincusly carricd that we hcld that we arc the
rightful pcsscaescras and therefcre cannot relinguish them tc anycne te
whem they dc nect beleng in the sight cof Ged.

The motion wae carried tc caet 2 unaniacus vete fer the cfficers
in the c¢lcctions cf thie conventicn.

The mction was carricd that in the First Prccecdings cf the C.L.C.
page 29 =nd 46, "in statu confessicnis with" be changed to "in statu
ccnfeeeliconis cveragainst.”

The mction was carricd that the Vice-president and the Sccorctary
2z2ain scrve 2s the Preas Committec until cther arrangcments arce made
an? that thls Cocmoittec make scome anncuncement cencerning the LWF ccn-
venticn in Yinneapclis if they shculd find such anncuncemcent fcasible,

The nctlon was carricd to 2ccept the repeort of the Ccomm,., on Mlssicn
Oppcrtunities and the reccmuencaticn of the Beard that the Scoretary
call Mr. Gucse in Houston, Texas, tc thank him feor his gift of $100
and tc tpv tC Aarrange fcr a discuselcn nmecting betwecn him and rastor
Hallst:-in in thc near futur: and alsc scnd nim an cfficial lctter of
thanks for nis gonercus deonaticn.

The mcticn was carried tc approve the reccenmendaticn cf the Board
tc pay thoe traveling cxpenses of Bcard members at the rate cf 2¢ per
mile per perscon when twe or morc travel in cne car, this not tc excecd
8¢ per milo.

4n invitaticn for next year's c-onventicn was extended by Peace
Lutheran Church in Tinley Park, Ill., Thc ncticn was carried to accept
this 1nvitaticn,

The budget (sce lMon. a.m., minutes) was then discuseed. The acticn
wag paesecd tc adept tho budgot of 44440,

The mction was carried that we accept Mr. Julius Schmitt's kind
cffer tc mimecgraph the ccopics of the Proceedings.

The meticn was carricd te accept Mr. E. Rlocdel's repcrt ccncerning
the bufzet feor 1957-58. The Budget Comm. was dismissced with thanks.

Pastor Blouodel gave hie roport as editcr cf the C.L. and cenccuraged
the brethren te subrit mcre sarticles tec him regularly. The mcticn was
carried t2 accept the editcr's report with sincerc thanks fcr hie
falthful an? capabl:z labcre.

The mcticn wag carricd tc appreve the action of the 3card with
refercnce t¢ the neow e¢mblem and Scripture versce in the C.L.

The final repert cf the Somm, on Reglstration shewed 7 pastors, S
lay dclegateos, and 52 visitors in attondance. Tt was accepted.

The Ccmmittece cn Excuscg reperted that the follewing be cxcuscd
fcr valid reascns: Pastor Natterer; twc lay delegates frcm St. Jochn's,
Lobancn, Oreaocn; two lay delogates fren Peace, Tinley Park, Ill.; and
cne lay dclegates from St.Paul's, Emplre, Orogon, The ccnvention
ccneurrced in this report.
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