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Milwaukee, Wisconsin

January 21, 1955
Dear Pauli and Helens

This is to inform you that last Monday evening, January 17,
in a special voters' meeting Zion Lutheran Church, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, decided NOT to sever its affiliation with the Mo.
Synod,and therefore I had no choice hut to tender my resigna
tion from the church and from Synod, effective immediately.

About 80 voters attended the four-hour meeting, and there
was much discussion. I presented each voter with a copy of
12 statements which pointed out why I believed the time hah come
for the move of separation. A copy of these is herewith enclosed.
While some men recognized the errors in Missouri and stated that
they dejploredcthem greatly, not one voter agreed with me entirely ^
or saw the wisdom of leaving Synod. I expressed my regret over
this fact to the assembly in no uncertain terms.

Especially did the other pastor. Rev. Henry Tesch, clinch
matters with his remarks. He stated that he would not advise
separation, but taking hope from the outcome of the Synodical
Conference convention In Chiaago, he believed it best to remain
in Synod, to fight the error from within, and to be patient longer,
even as the Wisconsin Synod is doing. He felt that leaving now
would be "Jumping the gun." He said if Synod or Zion itself
were to try to muzzle him and tell him what and how to preach,
then he would have to leave, but not before that. He also mentioned
that whereas certain men were guilty of unionistic pi'actices, yet
one dare not charge Synod as a whole with being in the wrong. ,He
also felt that the "Common Confession" was a dead document because
of developments at Chicago and in the ALC.

After the motion not to sever with Synod was passed unanimous
ly, I read my letter of resignation to the voters, and
also accepted unanimously, but they adddd, "with regret.

The Lord has indeed been gracious in bringing me to this
conviction, and while it was n_qt^ easy to present the matter to
Zion or to take the drastic step of resigning, yet the Lord gave
me strength, and I hope that some seed was sown in the or
those present. Thanks be to God for His sustenance in this
trying situationi

What liesrahead only He knows, but we shall face the future
unafraid, for He will be with us. He is our Refuge. May He con
tinue to sustain me, keep me loyal to His Word, and be the
Strength of my lifei

With love from us all.
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Part]^ ^ 0 0 0 1 7 Thursday, January 20,

Pastor Resigns Post
Over S)niod Dispute

n ., . . t j. " cites Scripture Passages
rails in Attempts toi .1 base that on passages sue

. pv 1 . Oiitf Romans 16:17, 'Mark theiijet L^nurcn to V^Ultj which cause divisions and offens<
•a** • /-I _ ' contrary'to the doctrine which >
Missouri uroup; Cites have leamed and avoid them.'
/-t • T .1 1* "Another passage is n Coru
urowing Liberalism thians6;17. which says,'Comeoi

Cites Scripture Passages

"1 base that on passages suc

The smoldering dispute in the
Lutheran synodical conference
has broken out here with the res-

ignation of a
fl̂ gjgPSjll Missouri synod

pastor after an
unsuccessful at-

tempt to grt his

Bb » --' sociate pas torHug ̂ |H of Zion Luther-
BhbaB church, 2030

Pas(orSch«fer resided at a
special meeting

of the congregation Monday
night. The resignation was accept
ed unanimously.
Pastor Schaefer said Thursday

that his action was the result of
the controversy in the synodical
conference over Wisconsin synod
charges of "unionism" on the part
of the Missouri synod.

Objects to Action

The Wisconsin synod has ob
jected to the Missouri synod's
adoption of the common confes
sion, a joint statement of doctrine
with the American Lutheran
church. It also objects to the Boy
Scouts and the military chaplain
cy, both of which are tolerated in
the Missouri synod, and to joint
prayer with others, permitted by
the Missouri synod in some cases.
The Missouri and Wisconsin

synods are the largest members in
the synodical conference.
"I believe that the Missouri

synod has faltered in its firm
stand on the word of God and by
the development of a liberal ten
dency has become unlonistic,"
Pastor Schaefer said.

h
as Romans 16:17, 'Mark them
which cause divisions and offenses
contrary to the doctrine which ye
have learned and avoid them.'
"Another passage is n Corin

thians 6:17, which says, 'Come out
from among them and be ye sepa
rate.' ''
Pastor Schaefer said he had dis

cussed his difference with the Mis
souri synod to some extent in
meetings of church societies, the
church council and the congrega
tion. At his request, a special
meeting of the congregation was
called for Monday night.
He proposed that the congre

gation declaro itself-i^ependent
To protests of church members
that this would isolate the congre
gation, he replied that the action
might induce other congregations
to follow.

Vote Against Move

About 80 members present vot
ed unanimously not to sever rela
tions with the Missouri synod.
"After that I had no alterna

tive but to tender my resignation,
effective at once," Pastor Sdiae-
fer said.
Pastor Schaefer, 36, came to the

congregation in 1945 as an asso
ciate to the pastor, the Rev. Hen
ry C. Tesch. Pastor Schaefer is
married and has five children. He

said Thursday that his plans were
indefinite.

Synodical conference rules will
not permit a call from another
church in the conference, he said.
Pastor Schaefer said thai "techni
cally" he could apply for admis
sion to the Lutheran Orthodox

conference, but he was not com
mitted to such a course.

Opposed to Withdrawal

The Orthodox conference was
organized as a new synod in 1951.
Most of its members had been in
the Missouri synod but dropped
out for doctrinal reasons. The con

ference has one congregation in
Milwaukee.
Pastor Tesch said that he

agreed with Pastor Schaefer "in
principle" but was opposed to
withdrawing from the Missouri
synod.
"There have been elements of

■liberalism in the Missouri synod,"
he said. "However, in my mind I
distinguish between individuals
,and groups and the synod itself. I
i am not accusing the Missouri
synod of being liberal.
"I deplore that the synod has

adopted the common confession
because in my mind it is inade
quate, but I would not go along
with Pastor Schaefer in saying
that the Missouri synod had taken
action not in harmony with scrip
ture."

Zion Lutheran church was
founded 71 years ago and has
about 1,400 communicants. It is
the fourth largest Missouri synod
congregation in Milwaukee.
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