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Milwaukee, Wisconsin

January 21, 1
Dear Pauli and Helen: y 21, 1955

This 1is to inform you that last Mongday evening, January 17,
in a special voters' meeting Zion Lutheran Church, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, decided NOT to sever its affiliation with the Mo.
Synod,and therefore I had no cholce but to tender my resigna-
tion from the church and from Synod, effective lmmediately.

About 80 voters attended the four-hour meeting, and there

was much discussion. I presented sach voter with a copy of

12 statements which pointed out why I belleved the time hagd come

for the move of separation. A copy of these 1s herewith enclosed.

While some men recognized the errors in Missouri and stated that
._ they deplored:them greatly, not one voter agreed with me entirely

or saw the wisdom of leaving Synod. I expressed my regret over

thls fact to the assembly in no uncertain terms.

Especlally did the other pastor, Rev. Henry Tesch, clinch
matters with his remarks. He stated that he would not advise
separatlon, but taking hope from the outcome of the Synodical
Conference convention in Chieago, he believed it best to remain
in Synod, to fight the error from within, and to be patient longer,
even as the Wisconsin Synod is doing. He felt that leaving now -
would be "Jjumping the gun." He said if Synod or Zion itself
were to try to muzzle him and tell him what and how to preach,
then he would have to leave, but not before that. He also mentioned
that whereas certain men were guilty of unionistlc practlices, yet
one dare not charge Synod as a whole with being in the wrong. He
also felt that the "Common Confession" was a dead document because
of developments at Chicago and in the ALC.

After the motion not to sever with Synod was passed unanimous-
ly, I read my letter of resignation to the voters, and thls was
also accepted unanimously, but they addad, "with regret."

The Lord has indeed been gracious in bringing me to this
Zion or to take the drastic step of resigning, yet thée Lord gave
me strength, and I hope that some seed was sown in the heapts of
those present. Thanks be to God for Hlis sustenance in this:
trying situation!

00001 7
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What lliesrahead only He knows, but we shall face the future
unafraid, for He will be with us, He is our Refuge. May He con-
tinue to sustain me, keep me loyal to His Word, and be the
Strength of my life.

With love from us all,

Concordia Lutheran Conference Archives ~03/2016
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